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ST. GRLZGORY OF NAREK

From the Biogranhy of St. Gregory of
Narck, we conclude that his life has been
monotonous. His only aim has been to pray,
read, write, teach, advise and then to read
again and again and write "From the depth
of his heart'. But for this tender and emo-
tional heart, every recality, thought, or
fact was something of importance. In a sec-
ond, his imagination carried him out of the -
wall of his hermitage, wandering for truth,
But from childhood he knew only his inward
world; heart, mind, soui and contemplation
which kept him busy. If from time to time
he was annoyed, a few words of prayer would
revive him to continue his celibate and
religious life. "If because of boredom one
is discouraged, let him get up again from
his anxiety hoping unto Thee for support.
(Chap. 3 of Lamentation).

His real poectic genius appears nostly
in his Lamentation and in some odes. He
likes natures; sun, water, air, all of which
constitute a harnony and divine music. Thus
he prays: "Let us be worthy to be the harps
of spiritual ringing unto the Holy Trinity."
(Ode of Ascension)

Ste. Gregory thinks that he has divine
insniration to write poems, and he says:

"Let thy spirit be mixed with this,

The breathh of Thy powerful greatness
be united,
With the art you create beﬁtowed upon
me.
Or

"1 am influenced to write all these.'
Poetry is e 1living breath for him, a spon-
tancous expression of personal feelings and
ilupression and his lyrics become that which
God wants it to be.
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ARMENTAN

The wonderful Armenian language has
sounded so pleasantly during centuries;
with its sacredness it has occupied a spe-
cial place in the hearts of Armenians. Our
ancestors have praised the language and
worshipped God in Armenian. For centuries
our prayers and literature have been in
Armenian. Our ancestors have defended
their identity as Armenians, and in spite
of wvarious persecutions, they have written
panagyrics in Armenian, a language so plea-
sant phonetically and so meaningful in its
vocabulary. Beside religion, the Armenian
language has encouraged the Armenians to
persevere with their identity.

At present, Armenian is the state langu-
age in Armenia, and the University of Ere-
van T8 strengthening the Armenian language.
Foreigners that are experts in Armenian,
praise our language for its pleasantness
and structure.

You sons of Armenians, in this hospitable
country, while you make a special effort in
learning the local language so that you may
survive, keep in mind that your own lang-
uage is so important as well. It is your
maternal language about which the poet
Silva Gaboudigian has said: "Even if you
take out of your mind your own Mother,
don't forget your maternal language".
(Khosk im vortvouyn.) This language is
important because it is yours; a part of
your own identity.

Therefore, when the opportunity arises
to learn Armenian with Armenian classes
make it a sacred duty for you to sacrifice
something and attend. Time and local con-
ditions must not make you senseless towards
your own language, a God-given language.

Learn Armenian-~-the language of your

holy fathers. Father Vasken



