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SRPAlAN, PLEASE REVIEW THIS REQUEST. I Will CAll YOU 
TOMORROW TO OISCUSS THIS AND A FEW OTHER MAnERS 

Of CONCERN. 

THANKS YOU AS ALWAYS FOR YOUR CONSIDERATION. 

(Typo }'Out tne888g6 hBm) 

·t··'' ,,., 
I 

Ui~ lill\ine~>ce .A.rrhbidl~ KhRjag Rnl'tllnian, l'rinlllle 
Dk ecsc ,,r &he Anumi~n t :hure'h 
(;)~ Se.:o~~d Avcnu~ 
:Ne~v Ynrt.;, NY 10016 

\'n\r r'-lniii"IKC: I . 
I 

'I h\ hri~h ofSt. Or<."f,<tr) ofNarck Artm:nian Churdt in Ckwland h;n $Cht~luled its ... nnUllll A•!ICITlbly 
for:s.m&,., Man:h 5, 11195. 

(JJ l'llti~h (UUO~il h~ ~11 COIISistint of '<:vo"' m~tnbc:rll. lluWtVI:f, this pil•t year WC: bad three 
ao't:tlali<m~. 'I he lir51 refit.~ wtt~ Andon Ytr:m<J-.•illll, wlw rfii~nerlat the <;tllfl ufhis Sf«\nd 
yt.ir (\~ IO l'lpellii1J1, l&li\ISPlt~ and Wll!; n:pbo:d b)' ll~i& A'tl"jiAn, Whtt WilS ll~ fiiSt aitCtllate nl the liat.t 
As Mlblv. In The 'rtrinx. Ri\:bud hursl~nillll n:~ij:ned IIlli in ''"" SliiMI<.lr Rc«ll O(mlhrc>Wllki rc•i$1led. 
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Mr' R. A;,,...lan;:.~, did ~ot wish to continue lti~ '"""and Mr. k. Dombrowsld 1"\llc>cattd to Baltimon: 
du\ tu a ch;mg,e ir· P"itiutts. ·nae ballttc~ ~the al1ema~s (tid nnl wish tu till tha ~-acanc:il:<l. 

Wi b tl•i> dc(.tion the t.:m" or llaif. AtptJian, David hndcJ'li~n and mywlr are ever. 1111~ 
}c,if\:S Ur. ScbCJul, Serrakian 11nd Setup l>tmitjian. ~ i\ new 10 Parish ('oumilund St.rop 
"i_l h11ve IO ltav~ ParishC<>UIIttl 1\C'llt ye~r fnr • )11:~i...J tof t>I'C )'CIIracc;onlit>g lQ l"b~ l)jQ"tan IJ)'·UW~. 
Th ;rcfnre, 1 feel In Oflk:r k' han amlimaity, Your t:minmt\', if a 01111 yc...- aJIP<Iilotment (If Dtvicl Andunia, 
•n• lmy~~lfwauk1 be CQII~i~cd (Trt'a~ll~r mtd (:h:ti"""" '"'JICdi~ly). drc• we amid 1!'"1 bo~k ir• S)'llf. 

wi;h r\1\ll"ll\Cillln;•'l n:mai!lill& for onr. >'""' nnd three 11ew mantle!!> kl bu~lll\:ted fOot two years. 

s~..,;..au,l:>~i"g a >mAll pari~h oor """"'r.:e~ art limited ami uur dtmOJ:IliJihl~ nre c:h~rtgin:.. lu l'J'I7 we 
wi'l be tt;,~liflA IM J)~..an A~~roly llllti need* supt!(>ll ofthe entire wrmno.dlity. ll()WCvet, the 
f('(pon~ibilif)' nr "r&~nf,.ini: soolt 11n event irr!lu.: "St. 0~£<'1)' ofNartk style:'' wfll n~:~."ll lbe ~sltip 1>f 
tnl. ny ur us ~U("J"o:ll\ly on l'llri~h C'-0\IOCil Ttlr.rcfim: a nne year appol•umeart wlll alktw \IS the c;onlinuhy 
ne_ :e~s.1ry w!Jik in 1!196, allow II~ ln swill& ift~ fnll JC~f nntf t.:..:u" Cm lhe pt"q)lll'llli,lll~ rut IlK Dioccsnn 
1\1 s~-rubly. 

Sr JiWIII, if yw have 1111) lflit'>lNt~S, )'011 ntll)' "'''"' mulurint.lln: chi)' Ill 216·7411-)100 (J!l767) or in tilt 
"•>hingut 216-442·3680. I lnnk furward to hearill£ fnnn you. 

W.Jh bt•t pcn;onll rt.r.arclo., I ren•aln 

•. ff\ ~pc:<llfully )'<ld'~ _.,..=-.._. _ .. 
}1_!-1--J< A.-' y Zi.'--+fb""' . .._,..__j 

M :mu KuHi~IJnian 
.,; tisll (~ouncll (.haifm(\ft 

ST. GREGORY OF NAAEK ARMENIAN CHURCH 
618 Richmond Aoad 

Richmond Helohta. Ohio 44 143 
(218) 381-SMIO 



U. q.ppqnp 'Uwphqwgp ~WJwumwflbWJQ hlJ.hqbglt 

St. Gregory of Narek Armenian Church 

678 Richmond Road • Richmond Heights, Ohio 44143 • 216-381-6590 

April 7, 1996 

To The Dues-Paying Members of St. Gregory of Narek Armenian Church: 

KRISDOS HAR Y A VI MERELOTS! CIIRIST IS RISEN FROM niE DEAD! 

Dearly Beloved, 

As this letter reaches you -the H<->ly Church- has just completed her 
comm<:'morations of the most important events of our holy orthodox Christian faith. On 
the various days of holy W<'ck, Palm Sunday, Holy Thursday, Holy Friday and Holy Easter 
we praywti.tll~· re11ected on our own sins and shortcomings which sadly necessitated the 
,·mcitlxion (the death of our Lord). \Vt· also rejoiced in the resurrection and the great 
promise of eternal lifl·. At the start of this letter I ask you to remember that the Cross and 
the Resurrection arc rcallv what our dturch life is to be about. We are called to be 
witnesses in our daily lives to that great lovP shown to us by our crucified Lord. 

Over the past month and a half our dnm:h community has been struggling with 
the vt~r;.· serious and lamentable issue of the misappropriation of funds by former parish 
council treasurer. David Andonian. At the Annual Parish Assembly of February 25, 1996 
and all parish council meetings since the issue has been discussed at great lengths. The 
annual meeting lx""gan with the reading of David Andonian's letter in full admission of guilt 
and in promise of complete repayment. 

Since the Annual Assembly, Parish Cnmdl and Auditing Committee have been 
working dose!y togethl'r and at a steady pace to arrive at a final accounting and to agree on 
tht> best and quickest manner for recovering the lost funds. 

l am happy to report that at the beginning of March David Andonian made an 
initial payment of 510.000 and on Wednesday, March 27 via telephone he agreed to sign a 
prornissary note stating that the remaining balance of $13,457.80 would be paid within 30 
days. On Friday. April 5 he made an additional payment of $3000. 

On Sunday, May 19 a special parish assembly will convene immediately 
following church services to present an update on the progress of the 
misappropriation's issue to our membership. All dues-paying members are invited. 

I want to extend my sincere thanks to the Auditing Committee. Parish Council and 
Diocesan Delegate for the countless and at times, emotional hours spent on this issue. I 
am most thankful that the membership has demontrated their full confidence in our Parish 
Council and Auditing Committee. I must also commend the great patience shown by the 
l~ommunity at large as we struggle to bring this sad chapter to a dose while striving to 
reestablish tlnancial credibility. Almost immediately after the misappropriations were 
discovered a new system of dtecks and balanced was developed and put in place. For more 
details on this, please ieel free to ask any Parish Council member. 



I fully realize that the issue of misappropriations has generated much anger in the 
~omrnunity. However, we do wdl to remember the scripttue which says. God hates the sin, 
but lm•t·s the simta. "Vrngemzce is mi11e~. Sf!VS the Lurd. I strongly suggest that all negative 
energies be immediately redirected toward the upbuilding of OlU rommunity rather than to 
its possible splintering. Individuals acting or threatening to ad independently of the 
Pario;l1 Cow1dl, Diocesan Primate and Dio(_-ese of the Armenian ChlUch on official chlUch 
business can only damage the smooth resolution of such serious issues. Complaints 
conceming the Parish Council as a body or agai11st any une of its members 11UISt be made in writing 
through the Parish Priest or, in his ttbsmce direct!J to the Primate luul the DioCesan Council for 
decision. (By-law 34) ·.: 

In May l99i St. Gregory of Narek Armenian Chtuch will be host to the annual 
Clergy Conference and Diocesan Assembly. This is a great honor for our parish. Every 
single Armenian in Cle\·eland should look forward and proudly join together in this united 
effort. This will be an excellent opportunity for all of us to come forward and lend our full 
support. Tlwre is no question in my mind _that despite past misfortunes we can move 
ahead and make the Asst>mbly a great and shining success. 

Dearly beloved, Christ has ...:onquered sin and death! Let us not f01get the sacrifice 
that he made because of his love for us. Now is the time to take up your cross and and 
rededicate yourself ;u our holy faith (of the martyrs). Let us recommit ourselves once 
again to the greater glory of God and to the strengthening of our little flock of Armenian 
Christians in Ck"veland. 

May the blessings of the risen Lord l)t• with you all. Amen. 

With humble prayers, 

/~~ 
Deacon Norman Odabashian 

P. S. In the future, plta.se feel free to contact me if rou have any questions. 

cc: Archbishop I<hajag Barsamian 

" .. ,• 


