


184 Plantation Court
E. Amherst, NY 14051

January 12, 1990

His Eminence Archbishop Torkom Manougian, Primate
Diocese of the Armenian Church of America

630 Second Avenue

New York, NY 10016

Your Eminence:

This is written to keep yvou informed of the status of the
proposed dislocation of the St. Sarkis Church in Niagara Falls,
New York, and to request your further guidance in pursuing a
course of action to prevent this occurrence.

I have enclosed the latest details of the project, as well
as newspaper articles about the situation. The community's wish
is not to lose the church, since it has deep roots in their lives
and is physically the nearest Armenian religious center for the
Greater Buffalo area.

An important meeting is planned for next Friday, January 19,
1990 at 4:30 p.m. with Larry Krizan, Director of Urban
Development who is the project manager for this. Your help in
preparing for this meeting with the appropriate questions is
kindly requested prior to the meeting date.

Mrs. Mekhag (Maggie) Abdo at (716) 283-9584 and myself at
(716) 286-3635 will be very happy to clarify any points or supply
you with any additional information should you let us know. Your
legal counsel may require additional data which we will try and
get for you as requested.

Please let us know how to proceed to keep our beloved
church. We await your instructions.

Very truly yours,
u4z:é;;»———__-§\
Mary M. Mukhtarian

MMM/sg
Enclosures



1/12/90

Re: The proposed displacement of the St. Sarkis Church of
Niagara Falls due to development of a shopping mall on
the same ground

On Wednesday, January 10, 1990, Mrs. Mekhag (Maggie)
Abdo and Mary M. Mukhtarian attended a public meeting in the
Niagara Falls City Hall regarding the proposed mall project
expected to be approved for Niagara Falls.

As newly appointed representatives of the St. Sarkis
Parish Council we had an opportunity to listen to the proposed
timing for the mall progress and to ask questions regarding the
status of our church. Following are some of the highlights of
that meeting:

o The meeting was conducted by William K. Clark, Director,
Department of Community Development.

o The city of Niagara Falls has approved the project and
expects to give $30MM to support it.

o The area affected by the project includes the 9th and Falls
Street corner where the St. Sarkis Church is (that will be
the entrance of the mall).

o The general area is considered blighted, and the real estate
there very inexpensive, so most residents are willing to be
relocated. The St. Sarkis area is not considered blighted,
but its residents are poor and the houses are modest.

aaara.

o) Eﬁt& County has not approved the project yet pending the

resolution of 15 issues submitted to the city.

o New York State is expected to approve this project which
will supply 1500 jobs, mostly for entry positions.

o Clark explained that the project will pay for relocation of
all individuals affected as allowed by the federal
relocation program, in addition to compensating people for
the appraised value of their homes.

0 Clark indicated they acquire the houses under the eminent
domain statute, and are confident of getting the 95 or so
acres they need for the mall.

o The County Building, as well as the Baptist church, will not
be acquired.



Our questions were as follows:

o Is St. Sarkis included in their plan? He said yes and he
was confident anything in that area will be acquired.

o Was he aware that there were two churches, St. Sarkis and
St. Hagop (officially recognized as a community center) on
9th Street? He said they knew, but he believed it will not
be difficult to acquire them by invoking eminent domain.

o Did he realize that the St. Sarkis church stood on
consecrated ground as pointed out by one of the meeting
attendees? Clark indicated he sympathized with the church
community and did not see how a church could be properly
classified under the project's requirements.

o Would their appraisers know how to appraise the value of a
church? As one of the attendees pointed out, it is like
asking the Catholic church to move. Clark did not know what
appraisers do in this circumstance.

o When relocating the church, would they pay whatever value
land is purchased? Clark thought they will have to pay no
matter what the cost is.

o Since the church is a beautiful stone building adhering to
Armenian architectural guidelines, will they be willing to
transport the church stone-by-stone to another location, no
matter what the cost? Clark indicated they would.

When Clark was informed that St. Sarkis had not been
officially notified, and no attempt had been made to reach any
member of the Parish Council, he indicated that at Urban Renewal
they had assumed that St. Sarkis' silence meant the church was
plotting its legal attack on the proposed displacement.

A meeting is planned for Friday, January 19, 1990 at
4:30 p.m. in the offices of Larry Krizan, the Director of Urban
Renewal who is the boss of Clark and is the sole authority on
this project. Krizan had apparently indicated that he had been
unable to contact St. Sarkis in repeated attempts.
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was a possibility.
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The proposed Niagara Factory Outlet Mega.
Mall will displace more than homeowners,
renters and businesses on the city’s East Side.

Western New York’s Armenian congregation
also will be left without a church. St. Sarkis.
Armenian Apostolic Church at 300 Ninth St. is
part of the area to be razed to make way for the

proposed mall. So is St. Hagop’s Armenian Ap-
ostolic Church, located in the neighboring Ar.
menian Community Center at 322 Ninth St. |

“We heard about it from other people. We
had not been contacted officially about it to
date,” said Maggie Abdo. She and Mary M.
Mukbtarian the St. Sarkis Parish
Council on Wednesday at City Hall at the
monthly meeting held to hear concerns of peo-

ple who will be displaced by the mall.

Ms. Abdo said she did not know how many
““people are sérved by both churches. What she
_ does kiow is that if the churches are torn dows,

‘| area Armenianswmhavetogotokochesterto
i attend an Apostolic church service, she said.

' Ms. Mukhtarian said the city should not have
consldered the churches part of the mall pro-

9 Pct. “A church is not like a house,” she said.

A church is consecrated ground. It is consid-
ered holy.”

‘Nevertheless, the city can take the land, said

. William K. Clark, city community development

. direetor. Larry Krizan, city coordinator of de-

--velopment services, had made some attempts
egntact churchrepresentatives, he said.
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