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As ~;i\'layor of our Cit'Y ofNiagOiJ~a\\~ t~f}be p,.st. H·Y•a~ "'." b&ve. e;.cperl"!'e~ · ' 
together tremendoUS joY• and bitter ,,\liSaPPolJI.tmeJ!;t&, 'l'!l the ered•t oi thiS eommun•t'Y, "'e 
hlwe a,\'ll\T&Y• toll"d the strength and]1'bl\ii:Y tj>·"'ork togeth"~ tj> overcome anY ~bstae\e. 
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'W\lue ;,; b&~~ tn&n~ed. ovedbe {l~t t~re~ ye~l'S. ~ sta\>nW,. Ul.'"'~· redue! . un~mp10ytnent. and geneJ'I).\'; sul"P\lf'es 1n .?\lr ~"?'·?\l<)get, 11o one ~ho•M thtnk, that ~ur 
economic ehanenges are behllld us.! . .. . • . · . ' · · · . • . · • · ' . . i . . We muSt ...,ork even hl>rdertoblli~i a better NiagaraFa\\s tor our_ residents. our seniors, 

our ebi\drel\··' .the :~leg& ~a\\ Prol!"lt 1>&11 \)e, the e!>rnerstolle ~l th•• ~ttorl· · . 
We have a provert. at\d ui>mense\yjsueeesl'M ~ompanYifl' Ben<lerson Development, readY 
and ...,nu.ir; to invest $foil ndl\ion pver ·the tjred pave"':ent of .:£Ql!t Jj'a\\s Street. Yet. there 
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iS a danl!er that this. opportunit'Y WaY sUP through 1!\lr hal\ds- . · . . . ' ,· . . . . 'l ' ' . • . .·· . ·. . . . . .:' ' 
This danger originates in the spi-~ad Of ~isii>fortn~tion.l a<}.dr~ tnanY of tbe questi~tll! 
th$t have eotne UP aboUt the ma\fon tblsl'age)'\"""" ~\<~ the ptne to read. l).bout thiS 

· p~S)eetan~ its,'!~lleti~~~io.gaf~· ) • ' ·•··.· · • ·.·.·.···• · . . . · 
This project ;S not about O:J;i;!lli}rhis prpj<iet)i• ab?\1t ,'1r ~a~i\1~ a;tutute .tor our young 
Jl"'1p\e in this eit'Y· This projeetJil also ab.out ereaungne;w· r~~e','ne sources to ease the 
propertY t3.x bUrden on our ,eit~ell•• 'fll'" \\{.,g,.,lJ11!-\l V(Ulent•';"'\Y change t\>Oo . . , 

. . ' . . . . ' ,, .. ' . . . . ' . . ' ehat"acter ott his area' · ·.~ , · , ·' , · lf yoU su~port this project, as J1do, ,~e nee? 'U> 'hear trrimsou..l'\~~e ea\\ mY office &~ 
zsG-43'11 and \et roe kno'll\T tbat)yoU,rebehmdWe gro'll\Tth and'.po>'t,ve tuture o~.our eM· 
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· .Is the deV.eloper geHing-a free ride? 
. ·rhe ·answer to lhis question.has always. be~n. "NO"! 

The developer,:· from the. very . beginning, agreeti. to. 
mortgage his future to invest .$80 million in this citY,. 
The·more recent good news isthatthis·investment Will 
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City clears site· . . 

''a better 
.... c: .. NiagalrqtEalls .. ·· 

for our · ·-· 
residents : our . ,. 

. .. ' . · . . 
II' • sentors, our 

. chil.dren'' ·. · · · 
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~r , : .--.- . . ... --_ . . . --· .. -- . 
ow; m.uc~ .can the .Ci,ty ~nd County -expecJ to .make 
:ver>20 years? i: ;: · · ·..•. ·: .· _ · -- . · · . ·. -

· 'Atte(pa yingthe debt to finance. the ·land cleara nee and. 
. ,1~sident_relo.c~tion,,thes~ are the~rojections on.sales · lax prof1ts: ·-- · .. · -_-- · ·- . 

purch(lses; The.CiW a,nd~~CpuntY .Q~ta porfiori. of th(3se . . ·. City of·Niaga_ra Falls . · $28 m!ll!on 
__ payments, and·. I~~~~~~ ~e this roorey try at VJIIJ be U$e_d ~o .. . Town of L~w1ston . · ... · $7 llJ! IIJOn . 

now reach $100 million of. his money~ ·. · 
'· ~ -. ' .. -. . ·, .. . . . ·. ·. - . - . . . 

· • _ _ ·· ... · ... · · .. .. . .%· · , ,covgs. the:$3.0rTlti_IH>n. m expem!!tur~§ .tq..Q!earth~J~!l~ · ' · ,, . .... . T~_wn _of Niagara . .... ~ .. ·--_-$2m!.!J~ort 
Will th.ftdev~loper ge~Jhe land (or. fr~e? ·.. . 1p' ·:·. ,:and relocate the resldents.1lJot:yqurproperty•tax·do1- •···· ·'-·<, -j i·: · .. · ·.·. C;ty_ of,-Lockport ·.· . . . ---. ,--- .-~ $1.5 :m!ll !on ·.· 
J~: ~~~vrJ~g~~~~~r~lPb~!~~~~iaW~~~~y.over, '4mJmo"i'" 2• 'H~~~e~;e~~afu~1 1\~~ij~~1~~~~ut:~~W~g~~~~~ti~~ ~!-- :·· ~· + ~ "~~f~1bt"!,,N66t~ty :·., ·· -:~ .:·· ··'"';, ... ~- $~_.m,J.llQ.H: :_·-~~,: 

• \ . • ·.· . . . . . .; : .. ' .. · areif:ofla~d 'to tlecl!'With th~rhas ·be~n·:avallable for:·.··.-..... r .· ' .. cifi~s/towns . . ' ,.. :o;: 

Is the C1ty giving the developer $30 million fo~ 'h~ ·~, ._ . · de~~!9~'Jl~r~ _for 20 years, w1thout senous,.offers.. ··•• r_\ . . • · 

Mega Mall? i : . . · ··_ . . . •· . . ;t. · · · In ~qd1!1on; :tpe .sales taxes gen.era~edwlll ~I so _be . . ·. ·. . •,k . . . .. . . . . 
, the answer to this is a resounding "NO"! Thd ·.··.• ·~h~~~P bY. ~h~ county, county ~ow,n.srlpsand VIllages . ... : ·K".Why do we need another mall In our, area?_ 

1- . -u•ty~s~role-in.the proJ· ectis to clear the land,relocate thi ...... c ·This amoun~s to o~era hunq.red miiiiO~ d9l!.~s _!>_'{_e!_~~ : . . :tJhjs is~not J'ust-ariothermaJI. The factory outlet 
·· ' .··r-esidents-; and ·make·thesitesuita.ble.tor developmentt': ·: · ·: -·: ~'-~·, 20,ye.a_r"·pe.r1M;Thls··~ales ;-~(lx,revenu~w1 1. 1A1elp ,lo:cal::';~'-"':":·:·0:'fi~s-~ffie.'tiowe-r·:to .. affr'acfshoppers-.. ffbm·nii ---

. This)s where the city's inves~ment is gqing :.. n~t toth~ . . 9 overprne.nt ~rep their pr9p~rt~. t.?xe~ dp\IV~.' . ·· . · .. . · .. ~' t: ~iles,thu~ bringing n.e'N shoppersa?d ne~ dp.lla~s.into 
. devel.o.P,er.LWe;are .. an. older_ citY- We do noth~ve far~- · ' · · ··. · . .·. 1 1· ~ nnmmmuty. · .. · · · · ·. <·... · . . ..- . 
. land ·and ·vacant ~acreage that is available .. for sue . . ., : .. · · .· , \' ·: . -_ •. : ' ... . ·_ : :'' .: ... ; · · . . . · · . · 
··developments in other towns~ And before the land l ·. ; · ~ · . · . · : .. .- . 1\ .The Mega Mall w111 ~reate JOb~ o~ al' l ev~ Is. sales, 
cleared, we will have an iron-clad c~nt_ ract th~t w~l . . ·IS th. e. C .. ~ ... ty tre· ... a-tlng. the Arme. " .. 1an .. c. h .. urche .. s fa1ri_Y. ? .... ~ .. -.:...... t..;m .. anagement, profess10na.l ?er~1ces, and m.uc.h more. 
transform the· East Falls Street area·mto tne v1bra. t •. T~e C1ty has rn ~de .~very ef_fort to fm.d a .compromise · •' t .,. · · • 1,500 constructiOn JObs .. i .. , , 
commercial area that it once was. · ~t With the [umen1an com~~mty;, We h~ye !Jffered many -; ::-. Jr . • 500 management level jobs to ..run _the 

· • : options. · T~e . pro~lem. l~)hat·the . ex1stmg : church~s · · ) l · . stores. . . 
. . . • • . . · ~~- .: stc:md phys1caJiy m the m1ddle1 of t~e .. gateway to th1s · 1 • ;{ . • 1,000 sales. and entry level JObs . 

. Is. the· City nskmg a $30 mill~on de~t _in case H' •. project off Quay '_Street.' W!th,Jhe 9onstruct1on. o~ a ·•··. · ~~. · . • PLUS ... 
· default? . . · ·. : · . . . .. ; . · .. · M ·;c.5-block long bmlqmg, on~ hn;uted -~1te b~.tween ~ajor : C ;;:·_ . . . . . . ··. . 
. N!J! What make~. th1s p~oject speCial Is the. support t~.1s roadway~~ ·the, Meg~ Mal Lean t ;e(is,l,ly be moved. The · ... 1 · r> Niagara St_reet frontape property w11l be .~evel oped w1th 
C1ty would rece1v,e from the New York State· Job Dev~l- . deve!opecandthe _Ctty are~ .~eektp,g a wo,rkab_les~luhq~ · . :,; · commercial properties and service businesses, creat-: 
opment Authority (JDA} which w:ou.ld gu_a:antee t,t1e ,to thtsprobl_em: ~1th the Arrne~m~nrepre~entatlv~s. ·.. . <> ing even rnore private sector jobs, paying even more 

. repayment of th1s money and el1mm?te nsk b~ t~e , Propos~lssgtaunclude::• · · .. . ··· .. · . ·• . .. ·· ··.J •. · 11r taxes·. · · .· : . ·. ···. · ·. .· · . ·. . .. · · 
City,. This is what the J_DA. ~as creat~d to do for _projects · · 1.: Paying'. for relocation .()f:Jhe churches -to anot_her · . , 1 •. : 
a~ro~s ·the state and 1t has d,o~e th1s welL Nelther.!he · ·· . . : site . .. ·. • · . . .. . .. · · · ·, . . r· Rainbow centre Mall, Main Street, Third Street. and Pine .. ; 
C1ty :nor the Cqunty would_ s1gn .a m_ortgage on .~ne: · · :- 2. Phys!call_y movm.~ the ch_urch .~tructures : .' . : ~ Avenue will be able to attract new businesses through · 
property. G_ove~nor ~uomo IS supportmg the JDA~Ifl· . . 3 . .. Keep1~g ·. · the consecrated·. ~hurcQ ,:< ground · .• · .. 1,, the large increase .in traffic through . their business . 

. volve111entm th1s projec_t. Sales tax revenues, notpr,~?-P- · ' .· .. · · from project tJSe. . . . . . . . : · ·. . . . ·k areas. . · · · · 
erty tax dollars, are bemg pledged. '1'1 .. · Out of'Tespect to the Armeman Co!l}mumty, we w1U 'fi · · . ' 

· · \iliil the Mega. Mall pay property taxes? · :_ 
. >.Ye$! Through the tax agreements with thed~vel 
<' the: City, . S~hools and·. county will : . . . · · 

· \" ·' · :· pqubleJhe existing taxes. paid by current 
pahts of the site in the. first year of ope 

· .. ' ($800,000). 
. Triple this same tax base after 8 years . 

g ress to 'full Ja~es after 25 years. This . 
.. ,$1.2 mill ion:inproperty taxes in year; H 

million in taxes in the fim1Lyear! >·•· 
Each' of these additional tax doll ars ~Jn tfle ·do .. 
tripl_ilig' : and quardrupling agreement . will ease .... 
property tax burden for t~e city_, ·CounW, and 

~ 

· · (' ~onti.n~ue, .to seek an acc~ptab l ~ _alternativ~.Thi s proj~ct ~~ ·The convention center will ge~erate new rev·erJUes 
1s too tmport~nqothe Cltyof-NiagaraF<.ills notto bu1ld. · , · 1: ; .through a much expan_ded marketing progr.am. Con-

. · ventions are attracted to cities that have "thmgs to do 
and see" .for the conventioneers. We'll have the be$t in 
shopping; plus · the wonder ~f Niagara ~ails and our . 
attractions. The Mega Mall Will generate mcreased ho:- · 
tet,allQ mo~el boo,kings, increase the bed. t_axp~id b.Y.-. 

Sltor~-:_and ,again, : g~nerat~ ey~n more sales taxes 
·.and prop.rrW t?xes. ·, · · :, 

Tourism will be enhanced by the Mega Mall. People will 
· shop and stpy in our community longer. Sp~ndjng addi· 
tional money on hotel r'ooms, in our restaurants, at 

. service stations, attractions, etc. We will be able to 
compete for visitors in the world mar.ketplace. · 
- - - . ; · · _. .. , : '• ' 
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2 Armenian 
churches in 
mall's ~ay 
• More waiting, 3A .· tJ '~ ~ 4a. ~ 
By MARY WOZNIAK 1111 /OJO 
Niagara Gazette 

The proposed Niagara Factory Outlet Mega 
Mall will displace more than homeowners, 
renters and businesses on the city's East Side. 

Western New York's Armenian congregation 
also will be left without a church. St. Sarkis 
Armenian Apostolic Church at 300 Ninth St. is 
part of the area to be razed to make way for the 
proposed mall. So is St. Hagop's Armenian Ap. 
ostolic Church, located in the neighboring Ar­
menian Community Center at 322 Ninth St. 

"We heard about it from other people. We 
had not been contacted officially about it to 
date," said Maggie Abdo. She and Mary M. 
Mukhtarian represented the St. Sarkis Parish 
Council on Wednesday at City Hall at the 
monthly meeting held to hear concerns of peo­
ple who will be displaced by the mall. 

Ms. Abdo said she did not know how many 
people are served by both churches. What she 
does know is that if the churches are torn down, 
area Armenians will have to go to Rochester to 
attend an Apostolic church service, she said. 

Ms. Mukhtarian said the city should not have 
considered the churches part of the mall pro­
ject. "A church is not like a house," she said. 
"A church is consecrated ground. It is consid· 
ered holy." · 

Nevertheless, the city can take the land, said 
William K. Clark, city community development 
director. Larry Krizan, city coordinator of de­
velopment services, had made some attempts 
to contact church representatives, he said. 

Aris Ohanessian, cnairman of the community 
center, said he spoke with Krizan six months 
ago but has not beard anything since. The cen­
ter serves Armenian people from a wide area, 
including Buffalo, Lockport, Olean and Brad­
ford! Pa., he said. "We've served people from 
Rochester, Hamilton, (Ont.) and St. Catharines 
for 70 or 80 years." 

"We're going to talk with them and discuss 
what their needs are, their preferences really, 
what other options are acceptable to them," 
Clark said. "It's not like relocating a business, 
although that's the way the government would 
have to treat them." 

J The city can buy the real estate from the pa­
l rishes and the center, be said. "We can help 

them find an alternate location and we can help 
them with moving expenses. Their question 
was, bow do you put a value on a church. 
You're looking at something that's been in the 
community for years. It's got more of a theo­
logical value or spiritual value. You can't look 
at it just like a piece of real estate. We don't 
really know how the appraiser will look at it," 
Clark said. 

The ideal would be to keep them in Niagara 
Falls, but that depends on the real estate mar. 
ket, he said. 

Abdo's view of the ideal solution differs: "We 
don't like to move. We like to stay where we 
are." 



Mega !!'a~t.~~g~tion lagging 
By MARY WOZNIAK ~ issued to the ~rban Renewal Agency south, then from lOth to about 14th 
Niagara Gazette for the $27 million needed to clear the streets. 

Hurry up and wait. site, he said. Robert Yamonaco of .Ninth Street 
· · L K · d' t f d 1 wondered whether the c1ty would try Res1dents m the ar~a to be_~leared arry rlZan, coor ma or 0 eve· to force the East Side residents tore-

for the proposed Niagara r actory opment services, may travel to Alba- settle in properties that become 
Outlet Mega Mall found o t w dnes ny next week to present the proposal. 

· u e. · If all the pieces of the puzzle fall into available in Love Canal. Clark said 
~ay that they will have to be patle!lt a place, officials should start making the city cannot steer residents to a 
little longer b~fore they get the f1!lal particular area. 
answ~rs to therr numerous relocation offers to residents in April, Clark On the other hand, Mark Mellon of 
questions. said. 15th Street said he would not mind 

The project is behind schedule but After an appraisal is done, an offer moving into the Love Canal neighbor. 
progress is being made, Community will be made. If the offer is not satis- hood and asked if residents displaced 
Development Director William K. factory to the owner, then an "ap. by the mall would be given preferred 
Clark told them at a monthly meet- praisal review" takes place, Clark status for properties there. Clark 
ing held in City Hall. "The Benderson said. It there is no resolve, the city said no such arrangements have 
people are very interested in getting will take the property through emi- been made at this point, but that it 
go~~ on this,". h,e said. "~ey're nent domain and the homeowner can was a possibility. 
wa1ting for the c1ty s go-ahead. go to court. But before the court date, Clark told one resident that the fed. 

The city hopes to settle on an ap. a second appraisal will be made, he eral government has raised the cap 
praiser for properties in the area by said. on relocation costs from $15,000 to 
Jan. 31, he said. The environmental Offers will be made first to resi. $22,500. The relocation cost is in addi­
review of the site should be com- dents living on the mall "footpath," tion to the purchase price of the prop. 
pleted by mid-February. The city or boundary lines of the building it- erty. 
also needs state Job Development self, he said. This covers roughly The next meeting is tentatively set 
Authority approval for bonds to be from Falls Street to about a block for Feb. 14 at Holy Trinity Church. 
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Palillo seeks to rescind mega-mall commitments 
Councilman wants Falls to delay action, ask state attorney general's ruling 
By JOANN SCELSA 
News Niagara County Bureau 

NIAGARA FALLS -Councilman 
Jacob A. Patillo wants the Council to 
rescind commitments it made last 
month to the proposed $111 million 
factory outlet shopping mall. 

If the Council fails to rescind its 
Dec. II resolution, Patillo will ask it to 
seek an opinion from the state attorney 
general on the measure's legality and to 
put off action on the project until that 
question is resolved. 

The Council will take up Patillo's 
resolutions when it meets Monday in 
City Hall. 

Last month it gave the mayor au­
thority to "undertake and continue 
such measures as he shall determine to 
be necessary and appropriate, and con­
sistent with prior authorizations grant­
ed by the City Council. to further the 
development of the factory outlet 
mega-mall." 

It authorized the mayor to remove 
the city from the Niagara County sales 
tax distribution system if necessary; to 
transfer to the Urban Renewal Agency 

all city-owned properties on the East 
Side mall site along with all easements, 
utility lines and rights of way needed 
for the project, and to seek other 
sources of funding, such as state and 
federal grants. 

Mayor Michael C. O'Laughlin said 
he thinks both of Patillo's proposals are 
illegal. He said the City Charter gives 
him the authority to negotiate contracts 
"subject to ratification by the Council." 

Other city officials warned that Pat­
illo's action could hurt the project. 

City Administrator Mark R. Palesh 
said Patillo's proposals, if approved, 
"would be a hindrance to a major proj­
ect." 

"It is not our intention to pre-empt 
the legislative process in any way," he 
said. "However, the developers have 
now spent considerable amounts of 
money, and we cannot allow them to 
continue to spend money without a 
clear signal that we're interested." 

Councilman Anthony J. Rendina 
said that if the Council is committed to 
economic recovery, "'our role should be 
to be fully supportive of this develop­
er" and not "to thwart the executive 

branch's attempts to negotiate." He 
said that by approving Patillo's resolu­
tions, the Council would .. send a mes­
sage that (the city) is very inconsistent 
and unbusinesslike" and that the execu­
tive and legislative branches don't work 
as a team. 

The Council's resolution commits 
the city to come up with the money to 
complete the project if no other fund­
ing sources are found. 

The developer, Benderson Niagara 
Associates, has arran~ed for $80 mil­
lion in private financmg, with the rest 

· to be obtained through public funding. 
To make way for the mall, 100 sin­

gle-family homes, 200 rental units and 
50 businesses will have to be removed 
from the area bounded by Quay and 
Niagara streets, Portage Road and Buf­
falo A venue. 

Before the Council's Dec. II vote, 
Larry Krizan, coordinator of develop­
ment services, said that without the 
Council approvals, the developer 
would have only a handshake agree­
ment. 

The developer had spent $500.000 
to $1 million on the project without a 

formal contract. a spokesman said. 
Councilwoman Barbara A. Geracitano 
and Councilman Guy T. Sottile voted 
against the resolutions. saying they 
were uncomfortable binding the Coun­
cil in advance. 

Frank A. Soda, the Council's chair­
man at the time, said nothing in the 
resolutions would prevent the Council 
from exercising checks and balances on 
the project in the future. 

Patillo, however, disagrees. 
"I'm contending there is too much 

latitude given, and we don't have final 
approval on it," he said. 

"The whole thing just gives (the 
mayor) total control to give them what­
ever he wants. When he comes back for 
final approval, he doesn't even need it 
because we've already given it. I'm sit­
ting here as a rookie councilman. and I 
have to live with something I didn't 
even get a chance to vote on." 

But Assistant Corporation Counsel 
William W. Zarr said that while the 
December action committed the city to 
the mall, the Council still has the last 
say on the terms of the final agreement. 
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Officials argue 
over $4 million 
mall increase 
By MARY WOZNIAK 
Niagara Gazette 

The city needs more greenbacks to acquire 
and clear the land for the proposed Factory 
Outlet Mega Mall, and that makes Councilman 
Jacob A. Palillo see red. 

An extra $4 million in bond money is needed 
to fund the bond to acquire and clear the site, 
according to Mayor Michael C. O'Laughlin. 
This increases the amount of bond money to be 
raised from $27 million to $31 million. 

Palillo said that "as a matter of courtesy," 
the mayor should have come to the City Council 
for approval before seeking the extra $4 million. 

Patillo conceded no such permission is 
needed, according to a resolution passed by the 
Council in December 1989. The resolution autho­
rized the mayor to proceed with formal contract 
negotiations with Benderson Development Com. 
pany of Buffalo, the mall's developer. 

The mayor already has the power to negotiate· 
under the City Charter. Palillo said the resolu. 
tion amounted to prior approval of a mall con. 
tract and attempted to repeal the resolution at 
the last council meeting. Council Chairman 
Henry J. Buchalski argued that the contract 
must come back to the council for final appro­
val or rejection. The attempt to repeal the reso­
lution failed. 

The resolution states that if funds from state, 
federal or other sources "are insufficient to 
cover the public portion of the cost of the pro. 
ject, or if the public portion of the project ex. 
ceeds current cost estimates," any additional 
funds required may be provided by the city, 
subject to council approval. 

The bond will be funded through increased 
sales tax revenues the mall is expected to gen. 
erate, not from city coffers. the mayor said. 
Since no extra funds from the city's general 
fund are expected to be needed to cover the in· 
creased cost of the bond, no permission from 
the council is needed to raise the amount of 
bond money sought. 

"I would think that before he would go out to 
seek this amount, he would at least notify the 

council," Palillo said. 
The mayor said Sunday that he did notify 

council members at Wednesday's Urban Rene. 
wal Agency meeting. "We didn't really ask ap. 
proval," the mayor said. "If they (council 
members) wanted to voice disapproval, they 
could have then." 

Those who think the bond funding sought is 
too high or too low or who recommend that the 
city not proceed may send him a memo, the 
mayor said, emphasizin~ that the council gets 
to accept or reject any fmal contract. "But we 
do keep them abreast of where we're going, so 
there are no surprises when it comes to the final 
vote." 

The extra $4 million is needed to cover the 
increased cost of borrowing, O'Laughlin said. 
"The line of credit and increased cost of bond. 
ing just came out more than what we estimated 
at first." 

The fact that the city now needs an estimated 
$4 million more in bond money to acquire and 
clear the site means the city must come up with 
a total of $7 million more in bond money for the 
project than the amount originally estimated 
six months ago, Palillo said. 

The original estimate of the total cost to ac. 
quire and clear the site was $31 million. The city 
was supposed to come up with $24 million of that 
figure through increased sales tax revenues, 
and asked the county to join in the funding plan. 
The other $7 million was to come from an Urban 
Development Action Grant. 

But the federal government awarded the city 
only $4 million of the $7 million requested. 
Meanwhile, the county balked, saying it would 
not consider joining the city's funding plan until 
15 conditions were met by the mall's developer, 
Benderson Development Company of Buffalo. 
Benderson refused. 

That meant the city bad to come up with $27 
million on its own, unless the county changed its 
tune. If the city and county do not agree on a 
plan by March, the mayor has said he will exer. 
cise his option to pre-empt the city's share of 
sales tax revenue to fund the bond. 
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East Side properties to be appraised 
·Process focuses on 327 buildings to be razed for proposed mall 
By MARY WOZNIAK 
Niagara Gazette 

Appraisers will take to the streets early next 
month to take stock of properties that must be 
razed to make way for the proposed Factory 
Outlet Mega Mall, a city development official 
said Tuesday. 

Letters will be sent within the next two weeks 
to residents of the area inform in~ them that the 
appraisers will be in their neighborhood by 
"the first or second week in March," said wn. 
liam K. Clark, city director of community de­
velopment. 

Clark announced Jan. 31 that the GAR Asso­
ciates of Amherst was awarded a $194,000 con. 
tract to appraise 327 properties that must be 
cleared before the mall can be built. Apprais. 
~rs from the firm will be at the regular month· 
l.y update meeting for residents who will be 
:lisplaced by the mall, at 6:30p.m. Thursday at 
floly Trinity School, 1419 Falls St. 
It will be combined with a meeting of the 

~ast Side Neighborhood Advisory Committee 
·or all who are interested in an update on the 

Benderson Deveiopment Co.'s·proposed mall. 
Clark, Mayor Michael C. O'Laughlin and Larry 
Krizan, city coordinator of development serv­
ices, will also be available along with the ap. 
praisers to answer questions. 

The two Armenian churches in the path of 
the proposed mall have already had an update 
from city development officials. The demoli­
tion of St. Sarkis Armenian Apostolic Church at 
300 Ninth St. and St. Hagop's Armenian Apos. 
tolic Church, located in the neighboring Arme· 
nian Community Center at 322 Ninth St., will 
mean Western New York's Armenian congre. 
gations will be left without a church. The next· 
closest Armenian church is in Rochester. 

"Basically, they're at the front entrance to 
the project," said Clark. "Long range, what we 
see happening is the churches will eventually 
be appraised and acquired and the churches 
will be relocated, hopefully within the city of 
Niagara Falls. 

"Obviously, they're not happy about it," 
Clark said of the congregations. 

Mary M. Mukhtarian, a spokesman for the 

SL Sarkis Parish Council, said Larry Krizan 
met with the council within the last two weeks. 
"I believe he was very appropriately trying to 
take the appropriate steps to rectify the initial 
insensitivity of not havinJ contacted the Anne. 
nian church regarding th1s situation," she said. 

"We don't feel that we should be moving. He 
felt that is basically a foregone conclusion." It 
is not just a matter of taking the church and 
moving it from one location to another, "just 
like moving to a brand new apartment," she 
said. "Armenian churches aren't known for 
just going and fitting into somebody else's al· 
ready-built building." 

Arsen Avdoian, chairman of the St. Sarkis 
Parish Council, said "We don't know what to 
do. We don't want to go. That's the consensus." 
He said that Krizan suggested putting a memo­
rial, such as a flower garden, indicating that 
the spot had once been the site of St. Sarkis 
church. 

GAR Associates will be setting up a toll-free 
telephone number "so people can get a hold of 
them any time, basically," he said. 

The Amherst firm will be doing first-run ap. 
praisals, Clark said. H the property owners and 
the city do not come to a voluntary sale 
agreement, the city can invoke eminent do­
main to take title to the property and a second 
appraiser will be called for. "We're figuring 
about 100 appraisals will be contested," Clark 
said. The city is moving toward hiring Girasole 
Appraisal Co. of 473 Third St. to do the follow. 
up appraisals, he said. 

Ralph F. Aversa, former councilman and 
owner of Aversa Appraisal & Research, had 
sent a letter earlier this month to city officials 
protesting that there was enough appraisal 
work at the site to split among three other local 
firms besides Girasole. Aversa's firm cannot 
bid on property appraisals for the city until 
1991. 

"We felt Girasole was better qualified to do 
the project with GAR," Clark said. "It was a 
combination of qualifications, price and ability 
to complete the project in a tight time frame." 

GAR bas a 90-day contract to complete the 
first appraisals, he said. 
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Pianned razings sadden Armenians 
Community 
says church 
is their link 
to the past 
By GREGORY WILLIAMS 
Special to the Gazette 

For local Armenians, the pros­
pect of their church being bulldozed 
to make way for a proposed mall 
threatens their future and past. 

Many Armenians say they cher­
ish their churches because of a his­
tory of being d,riven from them. 
Since their parents were driven 
from Turkey along with 1. 75 million 
other Armenians during the geno­
cide of 1915, they continue to resist 
abandoning a church for any rea­
son, said Serna Tarpinian, a mem­
her of St. Sarkis Armenian 
Apostolic Church. "We've been dis­
placed again and again during this 
century," she said. 

St. Sarkis, 300 Ninth St., and St. 
Hagop's Armenian Apostolic 
Church, located in the Armenian 
community center, 322 Ninth St., 
would be demolished to make room 
for the Benderson Development 
Co.'s Factory Outlet Mega Mall on 
the East Side. Also slated for demo­
lition would be 326 other properties. 

"My soul is crying," said Jean 
'iemian, a professor of languages 
~iagara County Community Col­
e. "Some people who go to this 
trch can trace their ancestors 
:k three or four centuries. It con­
-ts us to the past." 

!embers of the Armenian com­
a; unity say they feel linked to the 
church because Armenia was the 
first in the world to adopt Chris­
tianity as a nation in 301 A.D., and 
religion is a large part of Armenian 
identity. 

"It's not just a religion, it's a way 
of life," said Mary M. Mukhtarian, 

. a spokesman for St. Sarkis. She said 
that Christianity is part of the defi. 
nition of being Armenian, and that 
the Armenian church building is a 
unique and integral part of the 
faith. The church has to be built by 
the specific instructions of the spiri· 
tualleader, Mukhtarian said. 

Mukhtarian said city officials are 
not being as sensitive to the Arme. 
nians as they are toward Holy Trin. 
ity Catholic Church, which also 
borders the mall site. 

James Neiss I Niagara Gazette 

Mary M. Mukhtarian stands in front of a stained-glass window at St. Sarkis Armenian 
Apostolic Church, 300 Ninth St. She says the church building, which is slated for 
demolition, is an integral part of the religion. 

"We are simply not including 
Holy Trinity in the plan," said 
Larry Krizan, city coordinator for 
development services. 

"The Armenian churches are in­
cluded," Krizan said. The church 
and community center are at the 
"gateway to the project," he said. 
"In every project of this size, there 
will be people who will not be 
helped. It's a matter of geography." 

Pulling up stakes won't be easy. 
"It's against church tradition to in. 
habit another building that is al. 
ready built," said Maggie Abda, 
another spokesman for St. Sarkis. 
"It's very upsetting." 

Others treasure the church as a 
reminder of their parents and 
grandparents who fled Armenia in 
1915 and built the church more than 
30 years later. 

the church being built," said Liz 
Sarkissian, a parishioner. "My el­
dest brother used to have to leave 
his dinner because he was on the 
building committee," she said. 

"It's inconceivable to say, 'Just 
get up and move,' " Sarkissian 
said. "This is a great tragedy, our 
parents put so much effort· in it. 
They slaved to put aside money for 
the church." 

St. Sarkis is the only legitimate 
Armenian church building in West· 
ern New York, according to Abda. 
"This church serves at least 1,000 
people. Not only those who are born 
and raised here, but any Armenian 
coming to the area." 

"We want our city to prosper. We 
just don't want to move," Sarkis· 
sian said. 

Each Armenian Apostolic church 
"The church has been there since is a replica of the cathedral in Etch-

1953, 37 years," said Tarpinian, miadzin, Armenia, Adjemian said. 
whose parents helped build the 
church. The thought of moving, "It's architecturally perfect," he 
Tarpinian said, is "very difficult for said. 

James Neiss I Niagara Gaze 

St. Sarkis, like all Armenian 
apostolic churches, is a 
replica of the cathedral in 
Etchmiadzin, Armenia. 

those who built the church. It was a "Ninety.nine percent of the peo. Parish Council. "We're not belliger· 
very long struggle." pie don't want to move," said Arsen ent," he said. "We just don't want 

"I was old enough to remember Avdoian, chairman of St. Sarkis to leave." 



From our readers\ 

Let's spare ~ 
St. Sarkis ·~ 

~"\.~ ~( ~~~ ttD j 
Why should St. Sarkis Armenia' 

Apostolic Church be demolished~~.· 
Why can't it be incorporated into th 
proposed mega mall? We've been 
cities where such an idea has bee 
done very effectively. ~ 

4 ;ln'·Quebec, in the center of the citY# 
·there is a mall with such a plan. Th~ 
e~trf.n~. w. the. church. i~ of.f onE: ,; 
tlie comilors of tile 'Mall. 'l'his db 
not detract from the mall or th 
church. In Toron.to, at Eaton Cente .. 
one of the exits opens up to a sma 
garden and a very old church. I thin~ 
this idea is a good compromise. n 

It could be worked out to every!j 
one's satisfaction. It's painful tci1 
watch the destruction of all the ol~ 
buildings that contribute to the char~ 
acter of a city like Niagara Falls. l! 
would like to know why every noo~ 
and cranny in our city is considerei 
tourist territory. Why can't there b 
some consideration for us, the peopl 
of Niagara Falls who have lived her 
and paid taxes for most of our lives? 
: fhe demolition. of St. Sarkis Churc~· 
would be a disgrace. 'The mall devel 
.oper~w(Ul].d.Pot.ooly ~ destroyj,ng . 
prec1o~s relic, they would be destro~l'j 
mg an Important part of the Armen~ 
an people's history in this area. ~ 

-Marie D. Prott: 
Niagara Fall~ 
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J Church. isn't 
mall. gateway 

e I heartily agree with the recent let-. 
ter of Marie D. Proe r,egardiDg the St.' 

. Sarkis Armenian Church. 
Just to show you ·ho,W ridiculous the 

o argument that Larry,·.Krizan (city 
coordinator of.development services). 

•f advances that this area is the key to 
• the construction of· the Benderson' 
r mall, let me show you three exam~ 
e pies of why it won't bold water. 
'• In the downtown Rainbow Mall 
·s area we have three churches right in 
t the middle of all that valuable real 
i estate. There Ia St. Peter's Episcopal 

Church at Rainbow Boulevard and 
Second Street; St. Mary of the Cat-· 
aract at 2S9 Fourth Sl next to the 
Convention and and Civic Center and 

, First Presbyterian Church at 311 
Rainbow Blvd. They are right in the· 
middle of the most valuable real es­
tate this city has to offer. 

Now all of a sudden a small ebureh 
way out on loth Street becomes a key 
to further progress in this city? 

There is a very famous case about 
the process of removing churches. 
The Trinity Church is at one end of 
Wall Street in New York City and is 
one of the most valuable prices of 
real estate in the world, but it's still 
there after a 100 years. I haven't 
beard of Donald Trump saying its the 
key to progress in New York City and 
should be removed. 

Maybe some of the people who 
want St. Sarkis torn down should visit 

it. '-}jv3j Qv_C.P. Williamson 
~ ~~ Niagara Fal~s 

•' 
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Church gets 
more support 

How clearly Marie Proe and Jean 
Ferraro have resolved a simple solu­
tion in keeping our Armenian church, 
St. Sarkis, on Ninth Street. 

Now let us take this moment to ask 
each of you out there who have, and 
belong to a vibrant and strong parish, 
this question: 

What if the church that you were 
baptized in, confirmed in, went to 
school at, were married in and your 
family members were buried from 
was suddenly snatched away from 
your well-planned world? 

As proud Armenians, our church is 
not only held together with brick, 
straw and mortar but also sealed 
with strong bands of loving and car­
ing people who represent their house 
of God, just as you do. Our parents 
were the bricklayers. 

Our forefathers instilled in us the 
value of our church and the existance 
of keeping our faith alive through our 
caravan of people and our Armenian 
heritage. All this may sadly end if the 
wrong decision is made by city offi. 
cials. 

We do not feel the destruction of 
our church will enhance the progress 
of the city. This monumental church 
will radiate what it stands for, the 
representation of both ethnic and re­
ligious tradition, which we have kept 
alive here in the United States and 
Canada. We hope and pray the Arme­
nian lobby will be instrumental to­
ward the correct decision which will 
be made in the near future. 

A standing ovation to those people 
who voiced their opinions in this dev­
astating nightmare. 

-Albert and Sylvia Choolokian 
Niagara Falls 



Leaders or St. Sarlds Armellian Apoatolie Cturdl opposed to relocating to make room for a mall 
iDclude. from left, the Rev. Keabam Zakarian, James Barbato and Arsen Avdioan. 

Armenian churches fight move to ·-make; way for Falls mall · 
.·. BJJOANN$CELSA II+€. ~tHK-{ {: · NC.WS be razed to make a parking lot We consider this 
, Nnn Niqtlnl COIIIIIy ...,_ 1 I _ 1 0 COIIIeCl'ated JI'Ound," Ms. Mukhtarian said. 
·' Larry Krizan, city development coordinator, 
. . NIAGARA FAllS - Members of two ~ said tbe Amlenian churches are strategically locat­
. IliaD churdaea on Ninth Street don't want to move ed at wbat is to be the main -entrance to the mall 

to make way ~ tbe JII'(IIICIMd .SllS milliH facio. at Quay and East Falls streets. 
"" .ry.oa1iet -lboPPtll& mall. Tbe church spokeswomen said Armenians be-

Bat city otliciala ay St. ·s.dda Armenian Apos- lieve that once church ground is consecrated, it 
totic Churcll ud St. Hqop'1 Armenian Apostolic cannot be unconsecrated. 

· Cbwdl and CommUDity Ceater are locllecl at •Jt is sacrileaious that anyone would tear it 
wllat is to ill: Sbe main entance to tbe IDeiHDID down to make a parking lot. ... We don't It 
planned by Henderson Niqan Aaociates. -people walk around on our altar. Imagine peop 

•we are 100 percent apinst them takilll our parking their cars on it," Ms. Mukhtarian said. 
buildina down. We don't want relocatioo, aad we She said only those who are officiating at Ma! 
don't want any money, and we doD't want tbem are allowed to walk on the altar and only in speci; 
wrning the churcb where footwear for that use. 
our children were married Ms. Mukhtarian says ! 

- • our pncScruldren Mft ~We can. live next to the believes sparing t 
baptized mto a partiftg lot, • -~" r-s;,e 1111 .. ML.....: .. t • .,.,_at's churches wouldn't detn 
taid Harry lsbkhanian Cllf'St R1f1U. "1 .....,, ...,.,....., 1. n from the mall. She s< 
Jilaop's. three churches - St. M; 

lshkhanian said local Ar­
menians, including many 
wbo immiarated here in 
fear of massacres iR Turkey, 
find the threat of losing the 

Ul,__ Ult. 'd I!J, .. -to ~0., 
"""' ..,, UIU:' 111 of the Cataract Catho 

Church at 259 Fourth ~ 
...... liMio St Peter's Episcopal Churcn 

St. Sarkis Armenian Church parishioner on Rainbow Boulevard and 
Second Street and First 

church very disturbiDf. This year, he said, the 
Armenian community ts commemorating the 75th 
anniversary of the events of 191 5, when, Ar­
menians claim, l.S minion were massacred by 
Turks. 

"Now, in Niagara Falls our people are being 
morally massacred and menially devastated," Ish· 
khanian said. 

Maggie Abdo of St. Sarkis said church members 
don't want to stop the retail development, but 
desire only to prevent their church from being 
demolished to make way for it 

"We can live next to the mall. We can coexist. 
That's what we'd like to do," Ms. Abdo said. 
Church members, she added, encourage construc­
tion of the mall, which they believe would beautify 
the area and benefit the entire community. 

St. Sarkis at 300 Ninth St and St Hagop at 322 
Ninth St. are among about 320 properties that the 
city plans to acquire and demolish in the 100-acre 
area bounded by Quay Street, Niagara Street, Por­
tage Road and Buffalo Avenue. 

Ms. Abdo and Mary M. Mukhtarian are the 
spokeswomen for St. Sarkis, which has about 800 
members in Western New York. lshkhanian is 
chairman of the board of trustees of St. Hagop's, 
which has about 100 members. The churches are 
the only Armenian houses of worship within a 
three-hour drive and serve the Armenian commu~ 
nity throughout Western New York. 

"Our view is we have no intent of moving," 
Ms. Mukhtarian said. 

Ms. Abdo and Ms. Mukhtarian, who both live 
in Williamsville, said they especially oppose the 
city's plan because their church isn't needed for 
the mall itself. 

"We have been very upset that our church will 

Presbyterian Church of Ni­
agara Falls at 311 Rainbow Boulevard North -
were spared when the rest of the downtown area 
was razed during the heyday of urban renewal. 
"They add humanity to the downtown area," she 
said. 

She also noted that the city does not plan to 
acquire Holy Trinity Catholic Church on East 
Falls Street or New Hope Baptist Church on Buffa­
lo Avenue. 

Krizan said the Baptist church is near several 
properties, like the Niagara Frontier Transporta· 
lion Authority bus terminal, that the city does not 
intend to acquire. The area, -he added, is not in 
the prime commercial space. 

He said the Holy Trinity site would be impor­
tant to the project, but the city believes the costto 
acquire the church would be prohibitive. Krizan 
also said Holy Trinity is a much older building 
than the Armenian churches. It also is historically 
and architecturally prominent, which might make 
the building difficult to demolish. 

He said the decisions on what churches would 
be acquired were made on financial, geographical 
and historical factors, not religious ones. 

Community Development Director William K. 
Clark said the city has met once or twice with 
members of each church and plans to continue to 
work with them to find alternate locations for the 
churches. He said officials hope the churches will 
remain in the city because of the contribution they 
make to the cultural diversity of the community. 

If the city and churches cannot come to an 
agreement, Clark said the city could acquire them 
through its right of eminent domain. 

The church spokesmen said few, if any, 
churches' members will be relocated because of the 
mall, because most live north of Niagara Street. 
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St. Hagop's 
a parking lot? 

I'm writing about St. Hagop's Ar­
menian Church. 

We hear comments about a church 
being torn down. It is a fact that two 
Armenian churches exist in Niagara 
Falls, N.Y., one of which is St. Ha­
gops Armenian Apostolic Church and 
Community Center, 322 Ninth St. 

This year we are commemorating 
the 75th anniversary of the 1915 geno­
cide, when Turks, trying to demolish 
an entire nation, massacred a million 
and a half Armenians. After that, Ar­
menians scattered all over the world, 
many to the United States seeking 
the freedom that America offered. In 
this day and age, the 20th Century, 
when our country is helping other na­
tions solve their problems, there ex­
ists a problem here in Niagara Falls. 
Again, our people are being morally 
and mentally devastated. 

Many people were married and 
many children were baptized in this 
church, including my own. So tell me, 
what do I tell my children when they 
ask: "Mom, where were we bap. 
tized?" Do I tell them they were bap­
tized where there now stands a 
parking lot? 

-Anna (lshkhanian) Hanner 
Niagara Falls 
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Environmental study creates delay for Falls mall 
By BILL McMEEKI"'j 

An environmental impact ,;;taremenr for 
a proposed $Ill million .;hopping mall m 
"'iagara Falls has fallen behind >Chedule. 
pushing back a requ"'t to the <tate Job 
Development \uthority to back bonds for 
the project. ' 

"'iaoara Falls Lrban Rene"al .\,encv 
offict;ls had hoped to have a reques.t 
before the de>elopment authonty this 
month seeking a guarantee for $24 million 
in agency bonds that will be u>ed to 
finance acquisition and building demoli­
tion of a 100-acre parcel on the city's East 
Side. 

But that request -..ill not come this 
month and may not come until June. said 
Larry Krizan. urban renewal agency direc· 
tor. 

There is little sense in seeking develop­
ment authority backing for the bonds 
because site work cannot begin until an 
impact statement is finished, he said. 

Henderson Development Co. Inc. of 
Buffalo -..ants to build a 1.2 million­
square-foot outlet shopping mall on the 
East Side site. Bender>on Development 
officials could not be reached for com­
ment. 

The company plans to invest $5 mil !Jon 
in cash and has recei>ed approval for $75 
million in bond financing through the 
Niagara County Industrial Development 
Agency for the project. 

However. before the site can be turned 
over to the developer for construction to 
begin. the urban renewal agency must buy 
and demolish more than 200 homes and 
100 businesses as v.ell as help relocate 
those who are displaced by the project. 

To finance site clearance. the agency 
last summer issued $24 mil !Jon in bonds. It 
wants the Job Development .\uthorlly 
guarantee for the bonds in order to make 
them more marketable. 

The city in July set a timetable for com­
pleting public portions of the project, but 
that schedule is now off by several weeks. 
Krizan said the schedule may have been 

Dog pound building 
sold to Toronto firm 
By JAMES FINK 

A Toronto real estate holding company 
has acquired the Niagara Street building 
that houses the Buffalo animal shelter. 

O'Shanter Resources Inc. has pur­
chased the building located at 1242-1274 
"'iagara St. from local businessman and 
one time city comptroller Sidney Freed­
man. The company paid $836,000 for the 
100.000-square-foot building, according 
to documents filed March 22 in the Erie 
County clerk's office. 

The building is the second one owned by 
O'Shanter Resources on Niagara Street. 
The other building is at Niagara and 
Maryland streets. 

"They bought it strictly as an invest­
ment," said Francis "Bud" Greune, 
O'Shanter Resources local counsel. 

Greune said the new owners are work­
ing with the building's tenants to make 
sure they stay in the facility. The animal 
shelter has been in the building since the 
mid-19605. 

Fabian Tryjankowski, shelter superin­
tendent, said the city leases space in the 
building on a yearly basis. The shelter 
occupies about 12,000 square feet that 
includes 103 kennels, offices and indoor 
parking for 12 trucks. 

Several small businesses also lease space 
in the building. About 40,000 square feet 
is vacant, Greune said. 

The four-story brick building was built 
in 1943. 

optimistic "'hen set. but emphasized such 
delays are to be expected given the size 
and complexity or the proJect. 

. .\ draft of the t"nvironmental impad 
'itatement, rt"quired under ::.tate Ia"". is 
expected by the end of April. The state­
ment \\Ill assess the environmental quality 
of the mall site and the project's impact 
on such areas as traffic and the effect on 
surrounding netghborhoods. 

"Everything we have to date is encour­
aging, .. Krizan said. 

How bonds used to finance the site 
clearance will be repaid still has not been 
settled. 

In September, the Niagara County Leg­
islature approved a plan allowing some of 
the sales tax money generated by the mall 
to be used in repaying principal and inter­
est. That appro,al came with 15 contin-

gencies. many unacceptable to the devel­
oper and city. 

.\mong those items was a demand that 
the des eloper pa; $200,000 a year for 20 
years as 120mpensation for fair market 
value of the land on which it plans to 
build. The developer will lease the land 
from the "11agara Falls Urban Renewal 
Agency for S I a year for 99 years. 

Since then, the city has weighed break· 
ing a-..ay from the county's population­
based sales tax distribution formula. 
Under that plan, the city would receive 
only a share of .sales tax generated in the 
city. After the state received its share, the 
city and county would divide the remain­
der equally. 

Krizan said city officials will meet infor­
mally with county Legislature leadership 
this week in an attempt to resolve differ-

ences over the bond financing issue. 
"The open-door policy is still very 

much in place," Krizan said. 
Lee Simonson, chairman of the Repub­

lican-controlled Legislature, said informal 
discussions between the county and ~iry 
have been productive, but so far the cny 
has offered no formal response to the Leg­
islature's initiative. 

''The city has to come back,'' Simonson 
said. "The ball has been in their court 
since we passed our resolution in Septem­
ber." 

The Legislature is willing to listen to any 
proposals the city makes that will help the 
project succeed, he said. However. he said 
the county still wants the developer to 
make payment in exchange for fair market 
value of the land. 

"Our position is clear." Simonson .;;aiJ. 
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·Palillo tries to 'kill the mega mall' 
Council denies resolution; meeting set today with county officials 
By MARY WOZNIAK 
Niagara Gazette 

The City Council Monday kayoed a move by 
Councilman Jacob A. Palillo that the city's 
chief development official termed an attempt 
to "kill the mega mall." 

Larry Krizan, city coordinator of devel· 
opment services, said it was "somewhat de· 
pressing" to see the resolution on the agenda 
calling for the city to acquire and put up for bid 
the nearly 100 acres that have been designated 
as the site of the proposed Factory Outlet Mega 
Mall. 

The resolution failed 5·1, with Palillo casting 
the sole yes vote. Council Chairman Henry J. 
Buchalski was out of town for the meeting. 
Councilman Anthony F. Quaranto acted as 
chairman in his absence. 

Mayor Michael C. O'Laughlin told the council 
the resolution would interfere with the right of 
the mayor and executive branch of government 
to negotiate contracts. 

In the meantime, he said a meeting would be 
held this morning with county Legislature lead· 
ers to discuss the city's plan to acquire and 
clear the site of the proposed mall. That plan 
would utilize increased sales tax revenues the 
mall is expected to generate. 

Krizan said the meeting would be attended 
by members of the Industrial Development 
Agency and County Legislature Chairman Lee 
Simonson, R-Lewiston. Councilman Guy 
"Tom" Sottile said that the city must be "con· 
vincing enough" to make the county leaders 
realize that something good for Niagara Falls 
will also be good for the county. 

The council passed a resolution sponsored by 

Councilman Barbara A. Geracitano to amend 
the city sign and billboard ordinance to allow 
billboards in commercial districts. The move 
calls for requests to be made through the De· 
partment of Planning and Inspections for City 
Council approval of any sign, canopy or awning 
which would encroach on a public right-of-way. 
Department Director Samuel M. Ferraro OP· 
posed the move. 

The council sent a request to the mayor to 
hold a meeting, to be conducted by Ferraro, for 
business owners and others to review the sign 
ordinance and make recommendations for pos. 
sible changes. 

The council also adopted a resolution ban. 
ning skateboards from city streets. Police offi­
cers will be directed to confiscate the 
skateboards of those found to be in violation. 
Skateboards may be returned after a hearing 

and payment of a $25 fine. 
The council did not discuss whether skate. 

boards should be banned from sidewalks or 
areas such as E. Dent Lackey Plaza. But a res­
olution was passed asking the mayor to decide 
which city parking lots might be used as skate­
board parks. DeFranco Park and the South 
A venue parking lot were suggested. 

The council also requested that the mayor 
and city administrator permit the New York 
State Compensation Board to continue to use 
Council Chambers in City Hall for workers' 
compensation hearings, until another suitable 
site in the city can be found. City Administra­
tor Mark R. Palesh had asked the Compensa. 
tion Board to move the hearings because of the 
extra burden they place on parking at the City 
Hall lot. Palesh was ill and did not attend the 
session. 



Mall 

Architect~ 
is hired fdf"o -
mega mall 
By MARY WOZNIAK 
Niagara Gazette 

The same firm that designed the Walden Gal. 
leria mall in Cheektowaga has been chosen by 
the Benderson Development Co. for its pro­
posed Factory Outlet Mega Mall. 

The firm, Dal Pos Architect of Syracuse, ha$ 
built 30 to 50 malls, said Randy Benderson. He 
and other Benderson officials attended a recep. 
tion to show support for the mega mall, hel4 
Tuesday at the Best Western Red Jacket Inn by 
the Niagara Falls Area Chamber of com:. 
merce. : 

Dal Pos was chosen in part because of its e~ 
perience with two-level malls, said Rex Burgh:. 
er, vice president of development fot 
Benderson. The firm's design increases tbe 
area of the mega mall from 1.2 million square 
feet to 1.4 million square feet, Benderson said. 
"We interviewed about 10 architects. We were 
the most impressed with this group," he said. 

The businessmen and businesswomen at the 
meeting seemed impressed with the efforts of 
the Bendersons. About 400 were at the meeting, 
according to Larry Krizan, city coordinator of 
development services. 

Christopher H. Brown, chairman of the 
chamber of commerce board of directors, told 
the throng it was time to accentuate the posi­
tive. "I'm tired of always hearing the nay.say. 
ers," he said. Brown later said the event was 
necessary to show that support for the mall was 
still strong, not because it was slipping. 

Republican Councilmen Jacob A. Palillo and 
Barbara A. Geracitano, who have both cau. 
tioned against supporting the mall, were ab­
sent. 

Councilman Anthony F. Quaranto likened the 
coming of the Bendersons to Niagara Falls to 
the coming of the Magi to Bethlehem. Coun. 
cilman Anthony J. Rendina held up a sign that 
read "I support the mega mall," and led the 
crowd in repeating it aloud thrice. 

Meanwhile, Mayor Michael C. O'Laughlin 
said he senses that his meeting Tuesday with 
county legislative leaders and IDA members 
may have opened the door a crack wider to ae. 
ceptance of his mall funding proposal. 

MALL continued on page 7 A 
-

Continued from page 1 A spent more than $500,000 on architec­
tural designs, marketing and adver- 1 
tising for the proposed mall. The 
budget will be about $2 million an­
nually "just to market the city and 
the mall," he said. "This project is no 
fallacy. This project is no illusion. 
This is not David Copp,t;rfield disap . 
pearing over the falls, ' Burgher told 
the audience. "This is real. It's also 
time to get serious about it." 

He wants the county to join the city 
in a plan to fund acquiring and clear. 
ing the mall site with the increased 
sales tax revenues the mall is ex-

. pected to generate. The parties will 
meet again within a month, he said. 

Burgher said that Benderson has 
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I St. Sarkis' 
is no box 

Here are some words in favor of St. 
Sarkis. 

Sure, knock down St. Sarkis Arme­
nian Apostolic Church to make room 
for the proposed factory-outlet mall. 
Tearing down St. Sarkis and slapping 
an asphalt parking lot in its place 
would definitely enhance the maze of 
cement boxes, some call modern 
buildings, in our downtown area. 
Why would our city want to keep a 
building like St. Sarkis Church 
around to detract from the architec­
tural beauty of the cement boxes that 
already adorn our downtown area? 
Furthermore, one city official stated 
that St. Sarkis Church isn't as histori­
cally prominent as one other church. 
I agree, and if the city hurries up and 
demolishes it, yes, it never will be. 

In all honesty, the only buildings 
downtown that are architecturally at­
tractive and add some highlight to 
that area of town are the churches, 
Cataract Restaurant, Norstar Bank 
and Niagara Gazette. 

If the city's planners can't figure 
out a way to work St. Sarkis Church 
and the little greenery around it into 
their mall project plans, which by the 
way I am in favor of, it will say a 
great deal about their lack of skill, 
lack of imagination and lack of dis­
cerning what is quaintly attractive to 
the tourists' eyes and to the people in 
our community. 

-Joel M. Malinverni 
Niagara Falls 



, L.et, s spar~ 
these churches 

We have written abo"t the possiblE 
destruction of the 'Armenian ch\lrCh· 
es on Ninth Street, St. Sarkis and ~. 
Hagop's, beca~se. ~~ .tl,le J)rop()sf9 
mega mall. :. ,.,,. · " . 

St. Hagop's is. ~.arch: of. Olii 
parents, who were active and hard. 

' working members of that parish.' ' 
I We support and defend-both 

I churches be~ause neit,lter sho~~ ~ 
·.torn down to further progres.~ he~~ lQ, 
. our· city .. Each is Arll)~niu, aq~ each 
holds loving people with strong faith 
and tradition. This ~ .one of the. most 
important nourishmeats in the sus-

, taining of life. · · :' · · ' 
' '&'one needs to mention or take 
'away the strong dedication,tbat our 
parents left or had to the~ church. 
We as children knew every avenue of 
love our parents gave to their church. 
St. Hagop's held a strong value in 

~.plath. ~. c:. ,;1!~.~·:!11!~ .. :~ .. 1n,ev,~.·~.l'·~l 
..,~~·i¥·t"n .1 ;, r )} /.''4, · _, \· , ·-- · ·.; ~--·' r:. 

·'cZ.~ri:Qo;~a~tiv~ membiri;Ot~ 
., .-rt.. $,b ..... NIIi~'!! 

de~Jatated. if.:oJII"·P~i~"'Ja"""W 

"ilzi:. P~~~ .:'~4: .. ., . :\ · ·:. Ni . . .. Falil: 
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• · ~ ' · · • .' • , : • Elisa Ellde1111811/ Niag~~~a GBiene 
William L: Griggs of 12th Street asks if the funding to acquire and clear the site for the ProPosed Niagara Factory 
Outlet Mega Mall has fallen Into place yet. He spoke at a meeting for residents to be displaced by the mega mall, 
held Wednesday In City Hall. • · 

·Armenians 
seek change 
i.ri mall plan 
By MARY WOZNIAK 
Niagara Gazette 

A representative of two Armenian church­
es thAt wm be razed to make way for tbe 
Niagara Factory Outlet Mega Mall made a 
.plea before a city omcial Wednesday for tbe 
churches to be spared tbe wrecking ball . 

"You keep poinUng out we are at tbe all­
Important entrance" to r---t""--::..,..,.-1 

. tbe mall, said Liz Sar­
kllllan, representing a 
group of members of 
the congregations of St. 
Sarkit Armenian Apos· 
tolle Chureb at 300 
Ninth St. and St. Ha­
gop's Armenian Apos· 
tollc Cburcb, in the , 
neighboring Armenlaii • . . , 4 

COmmunity Center at · Ll S kisl 
322 Ninth St. z ar an 

"We want tbe Benderson p!!C)ple to under­
stand we welcome them," she said. Yet sbe 
said In ,Past urban renewal projects, the city 
bas shown· .the · ability to work around 
churches, notably First Presbyterian 
Cburcb of Niagara Falls on Rainbow Boule­
vard Nortb and St.· Mary's of the Cataract 
Rom11n Catholic Church next to the Niagara : 
Falls Convention and Civic Center. • 

PLEA continued on page 4A 

City asks county for $3 million ~more for mega mall 
· ., " , . l, •·J )' ; . ._." l, '.i:"¥. 11-1·. I··. ' , 

By KAR~N. R. ECKH~RDT . financing package, based entirely on new to make it W eallier fcir tile city .to sell that." items. The ·most controversial 'One was the 
'· Niagara Gazette ·sales tax revenues the mall is expected to 'But May~r 'l.liehaeNl~·o·Laugblln said be councy's request for Benderson Development 

Niagara Falls officials are no longer generateover20years. doesn't foresee &flY\ problem with tbe man CC). to·pay another $200,000 annually for 20 
looking for a $24 million commitment from After bearing of the higher cost Wednesday, generating ano~er $3 million of revenue to ye.ars to cover the fair market value of tbe 
Niagara County lawmakers to help fund tbe Legislature Majority Leader Philo J. Brooks cover tbe additional amount. "I don't think mall property. . . . . 
Factory Outlet Mega Mall Instead tbe price ~as doubtful. tbat it would be smooth salling tbe amount is the item, because it's not really bec:And IJC!W the .c1ty IS short ~ !Dillion, parl!y 

. m· - · ' m county legllllatlve waters. money out of the county's coffers," he said. . ause 1t received only $4 million of a $7 mil-
tag Ill $3 illion more. "I wouldn't say it would kill it {county fund- "The increased sales tax revenues (will) h()n fed~ral U~ban Development Action 

And even tho~gh ci~y and county lea~ers ing), but the $3 million isn't going to help it morethancoverthat.Absolutely." ~tant, O~aug~ said. Increased insurance 
bave been !Deeting P_nvately on tbe proJect, any, that's for sure," said Brooks, R-Ransom- Last fall, legislators rejected a $24 million ton~UnJ~~t co~~ have also contributed 
there are signs that 1t won't be easy to con- ville. "The additional $3 million does create financing agreement witb the city, predicat- e 

0 
' e sal · 

vlnce the Legislature to support a $27 million just that many more problems. It isn't going lng their contribution on 15 contingency .,.,.., ... ~--·•- .. -~ ---
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Plea 
Continued from page 1 A 

"We know Urban Renewal· is a 
powerful agency. You have the right 
of eminent domain in one. band and 
the wrecking ball in the other.'' The 
human factor lies in between, she 
said. "Aren't you men of conscience 
after all?" 

William K. Clark, director of the 
city's Department of Community De· · 
veiopment, said that the churches 
were still on the list of sites to be ac. 
quired and cleared for the mall. He 
said they are located in the propOsed · 
mall parking lot, about so feet from 
the facade of the mall, facing Quay 
Street. 

Clark said 61 of 327 properties in 
the 100-acre mall area have already 
been appraised by GAR Associates 
Inc. of Amherst. Offers will be made 
on properties starting in July, be 
said. The city is required to give resi· 
dents 90 days to relocate, Clark said. 

Results of the environmental im· 
pact statement are not complete and 
aren't expected for another month, 
Clark said. The state office of Parks, 

: Recreation and Historic Preservation 
· bas now determined that an arcbaeo­
. logical survey must be done at the 
· site to see if there are any ruins, 
· Clark said. There are no indications 

that anything archaeolo~cal.ly signif. 
icant is at the site, be sa1d. "We cfon't 
see this as a real problem." 

Neither is environmental testing at 
the former Silbergeld Junkyard prop. 
erty off 13th Street expected to result 
in 1111 problem for the mall, Clark 
said. It bas been identified as a De· 
partment of Environmental Conser. 
vation "suspect site," according to 
Larry Krizan, city coordinator of de· 
velopment services. 

Mayor Michael C. O'Laughlin is 
scheduled to go before the full board 
of the state Job Development Author­
ity around April 26, Clark said. The 
city wants the JDA to JUarantee the 
bonds needed to acqwre and clear 
the site for the mega mall. The JDA 
is then expected to reserve decision 
until its next monthly meeting, · so 
"we won't know 8ll1tbing until the 
end of May," Clark said. 
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Armenians to remember deaths 

NIAGARA FALLS- The local Armenian 
community this month will commemorate the 
deaths of 1.5 million during the 75th anniver­
sary of what some have called the Armenian 
genocide. 

Members of St. Sarkis and St. Hagop Arme­
nian Apostolic churches will mark the event by 
laying a wreath at 6 p.m. April 24. the official 
day of commemoration, at the Armenian 
Monument. Main Street and Pine Avenue. 

A formal commemorative program- will be 
held April 29 in the churches. starting with a 
memorial service at II :30 a.m. in St. Sarkis, 
300 Ninth St.. followed by a candlelight pro~ 
cession to St. Hagop's. 322 Ninth St.. where a 
memorial luncheon will be held at noon and a 
program at I p.m. 



From our readers 
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Armenians are 
pushed around 

The city of Niagara Falls is trying 
to take the St. Ha~op Church and Ar­
menian Commumty Center Inc. and 
St. Sarkis Church for the mega mall. 
The center and church have fulfilled 
the spiritual and cultural needs of the 
Armenian community. It's a tradi­
tion that you will find a cultural cen­
ter next to an Armenian Church. At 
St. Hagop's in Niagara Falls, one of 
the smaller communities, they are in 
the same building. 
i The Armenian nation accepted 
Christianity in the year 301 A.D., 12 

1 years before the Edict of Milan, 
: where the Emperor Constantine de-
1 creed that Christianity should enjoy 
equal privileges with paganism. The 
first cathedral was built in the year 
303. It is still standing today. 

Durin' past urban renewal pro­
jects, city officials found room to 
keep St. Mary of the Cataract, St. 
Peter's Episcopal Church, First 
Presbyterian Church, Holy Trinity 
and New Hope Baptist Church. It is a 
good thin' that they did. They are all 
vital to this community. 

But now they want to remove the 
two Armenian properties because of 
the mega mall. This is supposed to be 
a blighted area. Come and loot in the 
300 block of 9th Street. The homes 
there are just as nice as any in the 
city. I don't know what it is with cer­
tain members of the city administra­
tion. About eight years ago, one of the 
councilmen tried to have a mon­
ument at Pine Avenue and Main 
Street, Veterans Park, removed. The 
monument was dedicated to the 
1,500,000 Armenians who perished by 
the actions of the army of the Otto­
man Empire who said the Armenians 
were helping the Allies - Russia, the 
United States, France and England. 
These Armenians died just like the 
soldiers did, but they were soldiers 
without arms. 

A few years back, without any no­
tice the Armenians, Lebanese, and 
the black community were not ask~ 
to participate in the summer expen­
ence at the E. Dent Lackey Plaza. 
There was no reason given. These 
groups had participated for years at 
great expense. 

The Armenian community has 
been around Niagara Falls since be· 
fore 1900. I feel that this ethnic group 
has been pushed around enough. 

We don't want to move. 
William Saroyan, the famous play­

wright, wrote the following before his 
death: 

"I should like to see any power in 
this world destroy this race, this 
small tribe of unimportant people 
whose history is ended, whose wars 
have been fought and lost, who~e 
structures have crumbled, whose lit­
erature is unread, whose music is un­
heard, and whose prayers are no 
more answered. Go ahead, destroy 
this race! Destroy Armenia I See ~ 
you can do it. Send them from thell' 
homes into the desert. Let them ha~e 
neither bread nor water. Burn the~ 
homes and churches. Then, see if 
they will not laugh again, s~ if they 
will not sing and pray agam. Fo~, 
when two of them meet anywhere m 
the world, see if they will not create a 
new Armenia." 

-Aria Ohanesslan 
Niagara Falls 



Falls resolution commemorates Armenian genocide 
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All they want is acknowledgment. 
All they want is an apology. 

Armenians seek both from the 
furkish government they say is re­
sponsible for the deaths of 1.5 million 
Armenians from 1915-1923. They say 

. both are necessary before justice is 
served and healing can begin. 

Tuesday is the 75th anniversary of 
the start of the massacre. The Arme­
nians say the proper term for it is 
genocide. 

"It happened during the reign of 
the Ottoman empire, but no ~overn­
ment can claim innocence ID this 
case," said the Rev. Kegham Zakaii­
an, pastor of St. Sarkis Armenian Ap­
ostolic Church, 300 Ninth St. "The 
present rovernment of Turkey is as 
guilty a the Ottoman empire," he 
said. Historical Armenia is now the 
eastern part of Turkey, he said. 

Mary M. Mukhtarian, a spokesman 
for St. Sarkis, points to Sen. Paul Si­
mon's Jan. 24 entry in the Congres­
sional Record of a paper written by 

Van Krikorian, director of govern­
ment and legal affairs at the Armeni­
an Assembly of America in 
Washington, D.C. 

The paper refers to an order that 
calls for the deportation and murder 
of Armenians, issued in December 
1914 by the then-ruling Committee of 
Union and Progress Party. The order 
can be found in the British archives. 
The Turkish government denies that 
the genocide occurred. 

But the Armenian population of 
more than two million was reduced 
to under 100,000, Krikorian wrote. 
"Those people did not simply disap­
pear." The tragedy, he said, was 
used by Hitler to lay the foundation 
for the Holocaust as he urged the mil­
itary on in a 1939 speech: "Who, after 
all, speaks today of the annihilation 
of the Armenians?" 

In the Congressional Record, Sen. 
Simon cites Krikorian's paper in a 
push for the passage of an Armenian 
Genocide resolution to acknowledge 
that the event occurred and establish 

Inside 
Clty 
Hall 

April 24 as a national day of remem­
brance. The joint resolution was in­
troduced by Sen. Robert Dole. The 
Bush administration was against the 
resolution and it failed several weeks 
ago, Ms. Mukhtarian said. 

The primary reason for the geno­
cide was religious, Ms. Mukhtarian 
said. Armenia was the first country 
to accept Christianity as its official 
religion in 301 A.D., she said. "This 
immediately made them the enemy 
of anybody different." Throughout 

history, Armenians have kept reli­
gion as the most important aspect of 
their existence, she said. 

Zakarian says Armenians have no 
quarrel with other religions. Their 
quarrel is with a government policy 
that refuses to acknowledge the mas­
sacre happened. 

Niagara Falls has taken that step. 
The City Council passed a resolution 
Monday commemorating April 24 as 
"a day of remembrance for the vic­
tims of the Armenian genocide." 

"We really are very happy about 
the resolution,•· Ms. Mukhtarian 
said. 

Harry lshkaman agreed the sup­
port is- welcome but he wants more. 
lshkanian, of St Hagop's Armenian 
Apostolic Church at 322 Ninth St., is 
co-chairman of the committee that is 
organizing events for the two Arme­
nian churches to commemorate the 
75th anniversary of the genocide. 

He wants the city to admit that 
there is a way to build the proposed 
Factory Outlet Mega Mall without 

razing the two churches. 
Asked if the city can find any way 

to let the churches stand, Larry Kri­
zan, the city's chief development offi­
cial, replied: "We consider it every 
day, but we have not been able tore­
solve the issue. Right now it is still 
necessary to take the church." 

Krizan sees no incongruity in the 
city's supporting the Armenian peo­
ple by commemorating the Armeni­
an genocide on the one hand, yet 
forcing the two churches to move to 
make way for the mega mall on the 
other. From an urban planning 
standpoint, there is no correlation be­
tween the relocation of the churches 
and "the tragic history of the Arme­
nian people," he said. 

Too often, the issue is likened to "a 
developer vs. the Armenian people or 
the city vs. the Armenian church," 
he said. But the "greater good" of 
the community as a whole has to be 
looked at, in terms of numerous em­
ployment opportunities for those who 
need them and helping to keep the 

children of Niagara Falls from mi­
grating out of the city once they 
reach working age, he said. 

"We feel (the mega mall) will help 
preserve the community here in the 
large sense." It is a large economic 
development to help heal a commu­
nity psyche wounded by 30 years of 
economic depression, he said. 

Donna Otabachian is a member of 
the Armenian community who also 
hopes the city's latest response in 
support of the Armenian people will 
lead to a change in the dec1sion to 
raze the churches. "Again, we don't 
want to stop progress," she said. 
"Armenians are very resourceful. 

. They want to be with progressive 
movements. But we don't want to en­
dure additional suffering that only a 
generation or two in the past have." 
For those who see their community 
uprooted "it will be a big piece of 
their heart taken away from them," 
she said. 

Mary Wozniak covers City Hall for 
the Niagara Gazette. 



The Editorial Notebook 

Armenia, Remembered 
After 50 years, Moscow admits 

that Stalin ordered the killing of 
thousands of Polish officers in 
Katyn. After 40 years, a new Gov­
ernment in East Germany joins 

Something Terrible 
Happened in 1915 

sion of Transcaucasia and czarist 
troops soon entered northeastern 
Turkey. Long-established Arme­
nian communities were located on 
both sides of the eastern front. 

West Germany in acknowledging accountability for Hit· 
ler's crimes against the Jews. But after 75 years, Turkey 
insists that charges of mass killings of Armenians are 
grossly exaggerated by survivors and descendants. 

Indeed, Turkish resentment is so vehement that the 
United States Senate drew back from approving a resolu­
tion designating April24 as a day of remembrance of "the 
Armenian Genocide of 1915-1923." It is the word "geno­
cide" that most angers Turks, who view it as a slanderous 
simplification of a confused and tragic episode. 

There is justice in the Turkish argument that historians 
differ on exactly what happened. It's also true that Turk­
ish diplomats have been viciously targeted by Armenian 
extremists. And one can grant a valid American concern 
about gratuitously offending a NATO ally. 

Nevertheless, something abominable occurred in 
Anatolia. An Armenian community of a million or more 
was reduced to negligible numbers. Turkish authorities 
concede that at least 600,000 Armenians perished in com­
munal violence or in a forced exodus. Others fled Turkey, 
bearing memories that still sear a stateless people. 

What is lacking in the Turkish response is even a hint of 
generous contrition for excesses that resulted in so many 
deaths. Instead, by pouncing on disputed particulars, offi­
cial Turkish handbooks seem to suggest the Armenian 
case is mostly a fabrication. This is not the path to recon­
ciliation. 

Accidents of World War I brought on the Armenian 
catastrophe. In 1915, Russia turned back an Ottoman inva-

Fearing that Christian Armenians would rise in aid of 
Russia, Ottoman leaders ordered their mass deportation. 

Even granting a military justification, the order was 
carried out ruthlessly. This is borne out by press reports, 
diplomatic dispatches and accounts of historians, includ­
ing Arnold Toynbee, who invoked the word "genocide." It 
is graphically documented in eyewitness descriptions by 
Leslie Davis, the U.S. Consul in Harput, who visited devas­
tated villages. 

To Mr. Davis, whose forgotten reports are reprinted in 
full in a recent book, "The Slaughterhouse Province," 
there was no doubt what was happening: it wasn't expul­
sion, but "wholesale massacre." 

And it passed from memory, so much so that Hitler re­
marked to his generals, on Aug. 22, 1939: "Who today re­
members the Armenian extermination?" A Niagara of 
ink has spilled over the authenticity of this quotation. The 
context is frequently garbled; Hitler was talking about his 
planned invasion of Poland, not about the Jews. But an ac­
count of the speech was secretly transmitted to the British 
in 1939 by one of those present, Adm. Wilhelm canaris; 
this is a matter of record, not a concoction. 

What adds to the sorrows of Armenia is that so much 
of the argument concerns precise numbers, faded docu· 
ments and whether or not Kemal Ataturk, the creator of 
the Turkish Republic, in fact deplored the killings in a 1926 
press interview. A horrible wrong occurred, and Turkey 
would stand taller in the world if it ceased blaming the 
victims. KARL E. MEYER 
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· .~. :A~~~n,~Let_t~r·to·Senator Robert Byrd 
Dear Senator Byrd: ;, : :, .• · 

--n~ Ar~·~ 
¥£ 19~ 0 

Senate Resolution 212 intro.;Llced bybtor ians com~itied-·a~rocities against the Turks. They 
Robert Dole commemorates a sd day in 0\tr his- were workmg agamst Turkey. 
tory, ~d honors many members of my family. They _In my family history no one committed atrocities 
were killed by the Government of Ottoman Turkey agatnst the Turks and therefore had to be killed by 
for no. r~ason oth_er t~an they wert. Armenian. your ~Item_. ~o were the guerrillas in my family in that 
opposthon to thiS bill, compels :ue to relate our mtenor village far from the Turkish-Russian Front? 
story to you, a story that I have pr :;viously related to What had my faniily done wrong? They obeyed all 
other members of Congress. laws. They were Armenian. 

My father lost his er..tire fam:;y in those tragic Th~ suffering of our people in the long 3000 
events and was the sole survjvor. He searched for , year history parallels the suffering of the Jewish 
his fam~y, ~o~er, fat!!ef, brc)thers, siSt~rs; wife and people: Even today the Armenian people in the 
small .~M4 froml915 to 1926., ~e fo\uid no• one~ My . uss~ .. ~e suffering from the affects of the major 
mother l?st about t~ee fourths of her family and .eart~~u~e of.'about one. year ago. Simultaneously, 
only surviVed by a mrracle. My father then married great .. 'diffic~ties are ~mg experience<t from the 

·my mother, came to America, raised a new family Az;-rt Turks·.~ AzerbaiJan'SSR. The events in Sum- . 
here, but those tragic events W'!!e with us from ~cut, Aze~bcuJan SSR in February, 1988 are still vivid 
birth, and had their effect upon us also. m our mmds: 
. My mother has. described the last days of her The SoVI.et G.overnme?t didn't act decisively 

VIllage to me. Turkish gendarme:; and the military after the pogroms m Sumgcut. The pogroms of Baku 
entered. All Armenians had been previously dis- and other cities in ~zerbaijan .SS~f~Uowed:;_jB · 
armed so they simply waited like lambs to a slaugh- . . January 1990. , Thes~. 1-ll turn were'101\owed by at-

"'ter. TbemeiHvere,aU:Chainid an:J.mygrandfather' ta~ on ·~e~an -people m Dajikstan SSR and 
told my mother m his last words 't.o.do·an she• coUld . _Ume~tan SSR.·Why? They were Armenian. 
to grow up and be a nice person. The men ~ere . II_l·Nazi Germany Hitler knew well the Armen-
marched to the Euphrates river and were shot in tan history. Germany, like Tur~ey, was also at war 
cold blood. It took four bullets to kill my grand- and the. Jews. lik~ the Armenians, were also a 
fatlier. These events were relayed to her by a sur- threateDli_lg mmonty. The mass murder of Jews 
vivor who somehow was not killed or drowned in followed JUSt as the murder of Armenians in 1915-
the-~uphrates. . , , .- .. · 23 .. I'm ~ure t}l.at the Nazi's felt just as correct in 

· · ~er.the men were 11\Urdered the women and· . thetr!lchons a~J)ttoman Turkey did in 1915. I am 
~dreli-'~r~·~~arc!ted and. niar~hed imtil oiany sure that-Jews were·i~ th~ underground and:~oloe 
dted. Many were raped and many,killed themselves were perhaps commumsts m Germany. I'Il\·surethar 
and their children to avoid exposure to the bar- some \\'ere e~en ready to try to overthrow Hitler. 
barians. My mothu saw all of th:;. I heard all of it Howev~r, Hitler .. knew .. no one remembered :·the 
and I listened and remembered .. · Armemans, who would remember the Jews? · 

Amb~ssador . Henry Morgerithau was in the . · None of these aCtions which parallel the reasons 
vanguard of those who protested ~nd of those who ~tted by ~moder? ·~11d progressivew Turkey for ac-
tried to stop the mass murder.. In Morgenthau, ttons tak~n agamst· the Armenians, justified the 
Ambassador Morgenthau's Story~ Doubleday, Page death of mnocent;~e~;. women and children in the 
& Co.,· 1918,1 p.334, Talaat .Bey, the Turkish Mini- holocau_st anymore;d1an the deaths of innocents in 
ster' of the Interior tells Morgenthau that he is a my famtly. All A,rthenian families experienced simi-
Jew, and ~Jews ~nd Moslems had always lived lare~en.ts. Today_ the once thriving Armenian com-
-~?get~~~ har~<>.'n~~u~_ly, ·~~.!~W.~)n TllfJi~ ... ·. · .•: :.~~UJ;l{t!-1~ ~natoha dqesn't exist. Why? 
were g1Ven good treatment. Then he St.at~s; "Why-· · ·· · t ts.--a •. ti!.lgedy.for-~~ur~ey to be unable to ad-
can't you let us do with these Christians as we · dress ~he issue, but Turkey is a· backward country, 
please.w . lac~s coura~e, and needs the mechanism of psycho-

Seventy-five years have passed now and Turkey logical _demal to protect itself. The horror of tl!ose 
and her apelogists 'have:·a GeW sn)ry to tell. It was events ~s too great for Turkey, an immature nation, 

our country, through its State Department referred 
to the events as wallegedw massacres. President Bush 
has reneged on a campaign statement when he 
stated, "The United States must acknowledge the 
attempted Genocide of the Armenian people in the 
last years of the Ottoman Empire, based upon the 
testimony of survivors (like my mother and father), 
scholars and indeed our own representatives at the 
time, if we are to insure that such horrors are not 
repeated---I would join Congress in commemorating 
the victims of that period." He changed his mind, 
and you, a key leader, led the opposition to this bill. 

When a government like the United States 
shakes· in its boots at the thought of offending an 
important NATO ally like Turkey, I feel great 
shame. I feel great shame for America because this 
country was built by the desperate, the weak, and 
the poor, and in our past we have a history of being 
an advocate of righteousness. Now, for political 
expedience America engages in aU.tzyes of activities 
unbecoming a great nation. .:. 

Turkey is economically we.:tk, and has remained 
a backward, sick nation, not capable of addressing 
the truth. This resolution would not have harmed 
the Republic of Turkey in any manner, no more 
than the admission of the holocaust hurt Germany 
in the Post World War II Years. Your victory in the 
Senate was shallow and the real loser was the Unit­
ed States. Can we ever believe that the majority of 
Americans in this Senate stand for truth, human 
rights and justice? Can we ever believe that Presi­
dent Bush, when he speaks to the American people, 
stands for truth, human rights and justice? 

·Some day, I believe, Turkey will mature and the 
is,sue will be properly addressed. Turkey some day 
will unwrap the "robes of self-righteousness" and will 
admit the errors of the Sultans of the Ottoman 
Empire. Until then we Armenians will not be able 
to forget what our parents, grandparents and rela­
tives experienced in 1915. Until then we will con· 
tinue to remind the world of those events. Until 
then we will "mourn and commemorate". 

Thank you for reading this letter. 

Sincerely Yours, 
Deran Hanesian 

Professor 

Nutley, N.J. 
war, they say, arid 'both sides sufkred. The.Armen- to admtt.. Almost a greater tragedy, however, is that 
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Armenran massacre commemorated 

NEW YORK (AP) - About 4,000 people 
massed in Times Square Sunday to commemo­
rate the 75th anniversary of the massacre of hun­
dreds of thousands of Armenians by the Turkish 
Ottoman Empire. 

Mayor David N. Dinkins and Sen. Alfonse 
D'Amato, R-N.Y., who were among a contingent 
of legislators and civic leaders attending the rally, 
called on Turkey to admit its role in the massacre. 

Armenians claim that 1.5 million people were 
massacred. but the Turks say 300,000 Armenians 
died during a mass deportation. Historians have 
estimated that 600,000 Armenians perished. 
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Remembering 
The Rev. Kegham Zakarian of St. Hagop's Armenian 
Apostolic Church, left, and Deacon Arsen Avdolan of St. 
Sarkis Armenian Apostolic Church took part in a 
ceremony Tuesday observing the 75th anniversary of 
the Armenian genocide. The ceremony took place at the 
Armenian Monument at Pine Avenue and Main Street. 
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Churches will 
help the mall 

I do know why I feel compelled to 
write this. I wrote a few years ago 
when the Ghermezian brothers 
talked about a mall in this area and 
that I did not believe it a was good 
idea. 

I have not changed my mind. I also 
wrote about the grand prix race and 
said it would not be a success in Niag. 
ara Falls. 

This letter is not about the past. It 
is about the churches in the mall 
area. The churches are the founda­
tion of America. The churches are 
the foundation of society. The church­
es are the pillars of our faith. The 
churches are a part of our city and 
country. 

To destroy them would be a disas­
ter. 

All church members in the city and 
area should get behind the churches 
in this area to save them. The 
churches are near enough to the edge 
of this area that the mall design can 
be drawn to accommodate them. In 
time I believe that they can, or will 
become an asset to the mall. 

-Edward L. Steadman 
Lockport 
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uest co:rn:rnentary 
By JEAN ADJEMIAN 

Seventy-five years have passed 
since the infamous day of April 24, 
1915 when the Turks launched their 
planned, systematic genocide of the 
Armenians. Some 1.5 million Armeni­
alll - two-thirds of the Armenians 
living in their ancestral land - were 
either massacred or forced into inter. .

1 
minable marches and left to perish in 
the deserts of what is now Iraq and 
Syria. The rest fied to exile to the : 
four comers of the world. 1 

8y exterminating the Armenians, 
the Turks bad hoped to "solve," once 
and for all, the embarrassing '.' Arme- 1 
nian Question." Years of exploita­
tion, injustice and repression by the I 
Turks since they invaded Armenia in 
the 14th century prompted Armenian 1 

leaders to demand reforms and im- t 
plore Western powers to intervene on r 
their behalf. Although sympathetic to ; 
the Armenian plea, the Allies, en- · 
trenched in a war with Germany, 
were not able to take any practical 
measure of their "little ally." 

Since the end of World War I, Ar­
menian leaders in the Diaspora have 
attempted, through diplomatic chan­
nels, to induce the Turks to admit the 
crimes of their predecessors and · 
make appropriate reparations. In 

1 spite of the overwhelming evidence, ~ 
the Turks, however, with unequalled 1 
insolence, claim that the "few thou- i 
sand" Armenians who lost their lives ~ 
in that period were "normal casual­
ties of war." 

'l'he most irrefutable evidence bas 
been provided by Henry Morgenthau, 
the then American ambassador to 
Turkey who sent a wire home to dis­
close the fate of the Armenians. He 
admitted that his report didn't con­
tain "the most terrible details, for a 
complete narration of the sadistic or­
gies of which the Armenian men and 
women were the victims can never 
be printed Ia an American publica­
tion." 

The most exhaustive evidence is 
contained in Armenian Atrocities: 
The Murder of a Nation, by Arnold 
Toynbee, in which the renowned his­
torian bas compiled several eyewit­
ness testimonies of the massacres 
aad the processions of death. 

The most damaging evidence is the 
trial of Sogbomon Teblirian, a young 
Armenian student who, in 1921, in a 
crowded thoroughfare in Berlin, shot 
and tilled at point blank Talaat 
Pasha, the architect of the "final so­
lUtion." (Talaat Pasha, considered 
persona non grata by the Turkish 
government because of war crimes, 
bad hoped to find safe refuge in a 
friendly country.) 

After a long and emotional trial, 
the jury found the defendant inno­
cent. A story in the New York Post 
said, "The courtroom applause that 
greeted the release of Sogbomon Teb­
lirian shows that Germany will yet 
make unanimous the world's verdict 
regarding the slaughter of the Arme. 
nians. Even a court in Germany, 
which bad been Turkey's ally during 
the war, could not find it possible to 
punish the student who avenged the 
massacres of the Armenians - one. 
and-a-half-million innocent Chris­
tians-:- by slaying Talaat Pasha, for-

mer prime minister of Turkey." 
A world verdict, however, is far 

from reality, even though the latest 
announcements from Europe are en­
couraging. Meeting in Paris in 1984, 
the Permanent People's Tribunal, an 
impressive body of Nobel laureates 
and indivi~uals of international repu. 
tation and undisputed integrity, after 
analyzing the evidence, rendered its 
verdict: "The Armenian Genocide is 
an international crime for which the 
Trukisb state must assume responsi­
bility." Moreover, in 1987, members 
of the European Parliament, meeting 
in Strassburg, France, adopted a res­
olution demanding that the Turkish 
government recognize the Armenian 
Genocide and stressing that Turkey's 
admission to the European Economic 
Community would be contingent upon 
its recognition. 

While the truth bas triumphed in 
Europe, geo-political and economic 
considerations ba,ve blindfolded cer­
tain officials in W asbington. Not too 
long ago, the U.S. State Department 
announced that "because of the his­
torical record of the 1915 events in 
Asia Minor is ambiguous, it does not 
endorse allegations that the Turkish 
government committed a genocide 
against the Armenians." 

For many years, Armenian-Ameri­
cans have called on Congress to 
adopt a resolution recognizing the 
genocide. But on every occasion (last 
month was the most recent one), 

· sponsors and supporters have been 
unsuccessful in obtaining the nec­
essary votes for passage of the reso­
lution. Opponents claim that such a 
resolution does not serve our national 
interests and would damage our 
relationship with a "good friend and 
ally." One can't help but wonder who 
the real friends of Turkey are, and 
whose interests would the resolution 
jeopardize? The American people? 
Or corporations like Lockheed, Boe­
ing, General Dynamic, McDonnell 
Douglas and Coca Cola, among many 
others, who lobbied to defeat the res­
olution? 

Will the Armenians ever have their 
catharsis as the Jews did after the 
world's-recognition of the Holocaust? 
If this is a morally ordered universe, 
they will. Meanwhile, for the Armeni-

, an-Americans of Niagara Falls who 
· are commemorating the 75th anni-
1 versary of the Genocide, the impend-
ing razing of their church and 
community center to make room for 
a mall is compounding their forlorn­
ness. Unlike other ethnic or religious 

· groups in town, they no longer have 
the persuasive voice to influence the 
decision-making machinery. The tea­
ring down of their sanctuary appears 
to be a "fait accompli." 

For intangible economic consider­
ations, Niagara Falls will go on re­
cord to be the first city in the free 
world to eradicate vestiges of Arme­
nian culture, a sacrilegious act which 
will drive the wedge deeper into the 
wounded soul of the Armenian com­
munity. 

Jean Adjemian of Niagara Falls is 
a professor of modern languages at 
Niagara County Community College 
and an authority on Armenian histo­
ry. 
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Armenians will honor victims of slaughter 
Requiem, candlelight procession to mark tragic events of 1915-17 
By RICHARD E. BALDWIN 
N~ Niagtm~ Bumw Cltie/ 

NIAGARA FALLS - Armenians massa­
cred 7S years ago in Turkey will be remem­
bered during a brief requiem at 11:30 a.m. 
Sunday in St. Sarkis Armenian Apostolic 
Church, 300 Ninth St. 

After the service, a candlelight procession 
will lead to St. Hagop Armenian Apostolic 
Church, next door at 322 Ninth St .• where a 
memorial luncheon will begin at noon. 

Aristide D. Caratzas, publisher of "The 
Slaughterhouse Province: An American Diplo­
mat's Report on the Armenian Genocide, 
191S.I917," will speak during a program after 
the luncheon. 

Caratzas' book is based on the observations 
of Leslie A. Davis, U.S. consul at Harput in 
eastern Asia Minor from 1915 to 1917. The 
book contains copies of 'Davis' consular dis­
patches to the U.S. embassy at Constantinople. 
and of the Ottoman government's deportation 
proclamation to relocate the Armenians. 

St. Sarkis and St. Hagop are the only Arme­
nian Apostolic Churches in the state west of 
Syracuse. They serve a sizable community of 
Armenian-Americans, which developed in the 
Niagara Falls area during the last two or three 
gcm·rations. 

About 85 people took part in a ceremony 
here Tuesday in commemoration of the massa­
cre. while thousands of Armenian-Americans 
attended similar events in many other U.S. 
cities and at the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier 
in Arlington National Cemetery, Washington. 
Choirs from both churches sang in Armenian 
at a monument placed at Main Street and Pine 
A venue as a memorial to the .. Armenian mar­
tyrs of the 1915 genocide." 

The Very Rev. Kegham Zakarian, pastor at 
St. Sarkis, prayed "for the repose of the souls" 
of the martyrs. A floral wreath was placed at 
the monument, while an American flag flew 
above it. Deacons and altar boys joined their 
pastor in the solemn ritual. 

Tuesday was the 75th anniversary of the 
date that Armenians regard as the beginning of 

a campaign by the Ottoman Empire, forerun· 
ner of modem-day TtJrkey, to commit geno­
cide against its Armenian minority. More than 
200 Armenian leaders allegedly were arrested 
and killed on that date. 

Armenians claim the Turks killed I.S mil· 
lion people from 191S to 1923, but Turkey 
claims 300.000 Armenians died. along with 
Turks as victims of a civil war, famine and 
disease that plagued the country in the wanina 
days of the Ottoman Empire. Turkey says Ar­
menians started the civil war, in collusion with ' 
Czarist Russia, in order to form an indepen­
dent.state. 

Some historians estimate that 600,000 Ar­
menians perished. 

Armenians, who trace their roots to the 
second millennium B.C., once commanded a 
mighty empire stretching from the Caspian Sea 
to the Mediterranean. They enjoyed a two-year 
period of independence early in this century in 
territory that now is the Soviet Republic of 
Armenia. 

t 
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•• I No change in plans for Armenian churches located 1 block awayj 
By KAREN R. ~CKHARDT 
Niagara .Gazette 

The mega mall WreckiJlg ball will spare Ni." 
agara County's loth Street Human Resources 
Building, even though two Armenian churches 
a block away won't be so lucky. 

City officials Friday insisted that the build· 
• • ing, which also houses the Niagara Falls auto 

bureau, won't be in the way of the $111 million 
factory outlet mega mall proposed for 100 
acres on the East Side. 

"It never appeared to be in the line of traffic 
needs," said Mayor Michael C. O'Laughlin. 
"Unfortunately, the Armenian churches were 
in the way." 

What is good news for the county, though, is 

jnst the opposite for members of the Armenian 
community. They are upset witb the city's 
plans to raze St. Sarkis Armenian Apostolic 
Church at 300 Ninth St. and St. Bagop's Anne~ 
nian Apostolic Cburcb,_loeated in the neighbor­
ing Armenian Community Center at 322 Ninth 
St. 

Overall, county officials stem relieved, but 
some say they still know little about the city's 
plans for parking near the buil4lng or bow the 
mall will be built around it. An estimated 350 to 
375 employees work in the building for the 
health and social services departments, health 
clinics and the Department of Motor Vehicles. 

"From what I can see, th~ity officials are 
makiJlg the decisions without~he county," said 

Legislator Gerald E. Ileal, R-Royalton, who 
chairs the legislative Public Worts Committee. 
But "I think we could get along as long as the 
parking is provided for." · 

Other lawmakers echoed his concern that 
parting spaces be available to accommodate 
employees and the public, but many said 
~ey're still waiting to learn more about the 
Impact of the mall on the area where the office 
building Is located, along with an adjacent 
parking lot. 

BuDding a mall around the buDding is "just 
one of the challenges," said William K. Clark, 
the city's community development director. 
"We'll have to work around it. We can't afford 
to acquire a building like that," given the cost 

of the project. J 
O'Laugblin, however, dismiued the 

Issue, saying iDIJ,ead that the buDding wiD " 
saved since it won't interfere with the flow t 
traffic and deUYerillg of supplies to the maD 
11lt bas notbiDg to do whatsoever with who I 
there and who is not there," _be said. l 

Quay and Niagara streets will be Uled for tb 
mall's main entrance area, and both churcht!! 
"happen to be in the direct Une of traffic,l 
O'Laugblin said. 

The developer, Benderson Development Co. 
didn't return telephone calls from the Gazett 
Friday to elaborate on its architectural plan 
near tbe county building. Designs for the mal 
still aren't complete, O'Laughlin said. 
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Writer says~~~ 
spare church 'fl,oltto 

Many years ago I served as an 
altar boy at the Polish National 
Church. I knew very little about the 
Armenian people until I met and 
married my wife. As we started our 
family, I learned much about the Ar­
menian people whose endurance 
against centuries of persecution has 
been a heroic struggle which seems 
to continue in a variety of ways. 

My first daughter was baptized at 
home by a visiting Armenian priest 
because the Armenian community 
was still trying to amass the funds to 
build a church. Through the years, 
many obstacles confronted them, es­
pecially the Great Depression. But 
those early immigrants, having gone 
through persecution by the Turks in 
their ancestral land and having seen 
their nation virtually destroyed be· 
cause of their Christian faith, began 
to thrive in the atmosphere of free 
America. If they worked bard and 
built their church, no power in this 
free society would have the right to 
tear it down. In the interim, while 
they raised their funds they were in­
vited several times annually by gra­
cious pastors of St. Peter's Episcopal 
Church to hold their masses there, or 
if they were fortunate enough to have 
a car, they crossed the border on spe­
cial holy days to attend mass at the 
closest Armenian Church in St. Ca­
tharines, Ont. 

Finally St. Sarkis was built in 1953, 
a memorable year for our family 
particularly because our second 
daughter was to be the first baptized 
in our brand new church. Years 
later, sadly, our 19-year-old son Mark 
was buried from St. Sarkis. Our 
grandchildren have steadily attended 
Sunday school, and our latest grand-

' son, Mark, five months old, was re­
cently baptized there. 

Today we face the adamant stand 
of urban renewal and the threat that 
the church will be demolished and 
moved from the site that those early 
immigrants reared with so much sac­
rifice and pride. We experience some 
sad scenes. Our elderly, who stillliv& 
in the vicinity of St. Sarkis, come to: 
church and worry how far they will­
have to travel to pray and light a can~ 
dle. Our young people are concerned: 
about where they will marry and· 
raise their children. : 

Armenians have survived only be-: 
cause they are a people of strong· 
faith. Today, as they face the dev.: 
astating prospect of seeing the walls: 
of their church come down, they keep­
that faith and pray that compassio-; 
nate hearts will prevail. · 

-James Barbato: 
Niagara Falla: 



Armenians 
remember 
genocide~~~ 
By CATHALENA E. BURCH 'f/~ofe:ro 
Niagara Gazette 

David Gamboian of Lewiston can't talk about 
the Armenian genocide of 1915-23 without tears 
welling up in his dark eyes. 

His 80-year-old mother, Zozan, was one of 
only three children in her family to survive the 
killings by the Ottoman government in Turkey, 
which Armenians say wiped out more than 1.5 
million of their people. 

"She's very bitter," Gamboian said during 
ceremonies Sunday to commemorate the 75th 
anniversary of the Armenian genocide. "It hurt 
my mother very much. I don't remember her 
telling us to hate (the Turkish people), but she 
personally hates them." 

"We've been cheated because we grew up 
without grandparents," added Gamboian's 
wife, Shirley. "Our past is wiped out." 

More than 250 area Armenian-Americans 
gathered for Sunday's ceremonies at St. Sarkis 
Armenian Church and St. Hagop Armenian Ap. 
ostolic Church, both on Ninth Street. The cere­
monies were held five days after the worldwide 
genocide memorial day last Tuesday. 

The two churches, the only Armenian church­
es in New York state west of Syracuse, have 
held memorial services for the past 35 years to 
commemorate the start of the genocide on 
April 24, 1915, said organizer Aris Ohanessian, 
secretary of the Armenian Community Center. 

In the beginning, the ceremonies were somb­
er events, filled with tearful testimonies of the 
atrocities committed during the eight-year kill· 
ing period. The emotions are still the same, al­
though the mood of the yearly gatherings has 
become more upbeat, Ohanessian said. 

"Now we celebrate to show the Turkish gov. 
ernment that we've overcome," he said. 

Many of those attending Sunday had rela­
tives who survived the genocide, which Turkish 
officials still deny ever took place. The ceremo­
ny participants said they hope that by remem­
bering the tragedy every year, it will force the 
Turkish government to admit finally that the 
Ottoman government tried to wipe out an en. 
tire group of people. 

"It was a tragedy perpetrated by the Turkish 
government, and we have to remember every 
year," the Rev. Keghan Zakarian of St. Sarkis 
said during a memorial service Sunday. 

Like other first-generation Armenian-Ameri· 
cans, the Gamboians have repeated their par­
ents' stories to their own children. They hope 
their children will continue to carry on the fight 
they inherited from birth. 

"All the Turks have to do is admit it," said 
Gregian Berge, a Lewiston resident whose fa. 
ther survived the genocide. "Until then, the 
memorials will continue, and the childreD and 
grandchildren are going to continue fightiDg." 

7 • 
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Falls URA adopts diminished role 
Community Development Department to carry on agency's work 
By MARY WOZNIAK 
Niagara Gazette 

The Niagara Falls Urban Renewal Agency 
gave up center stage Wednesday in the city's 
economic development scenario. 

The URA closed out its last three projects 
and turned its assets over to the city's Commu­
nity Development Department. 

William K. Clark, director of that depart­
ment, took over leadership of the URA from 
Larry Krizan, who stepped down as executive 
director. Krizan will remain as a consultant to 
the URA and retains his position as city coordi­
nator of development services, the city's chief 
development official. 

Krizan said it was fitting that Clark take 
over, since the Community Development De­
partment will have the responsibility of execut­
ing remaining URA projects. 

The closed-out projects include the Highland­
Hyde Park Industrial Area, with leftover funds 
of $5,000; an East Side neighborhood devel­
opment program, with assets of $750,000 and 
the Allen-llackenna Industrial Park, with as-

Larry Krizan 
bonds. 

sets of $650,000. The URA 
will still be active through 
the completion of the pro­
posed Factory Outlet 
Mega Mall, Krizan said. 
Otherwise it will be in­
volved in the disposition 
of remaining URA land, 
be available to the city to 
take land through emi­
nent domain for economic 
development, and issue 

The Community Development department 
will now oversee the completion of such URA 
projects as the construction to take place on 
Parcel 4, once the legal settlement between 
David Cordish, developer of the Rainbow 
Centre, and Peter Stranges, local developer, is 
completed; and any assistance to the United 
Office Building renovation project. 

The URA also approved a proposal by the 
Benderson Development Co. to build a distribu-

tion facility on 1.3 acres directly west of the 
Maryland-Maple Incubator. The project will be 
on a remaining piece of URA land between 
Maple and Maryland avenues, facing Highland 
Avenue. 

The truck-transfer facility ~ cover 5,000 
square feet, said James E. Engel, executive 
director of the NFC Development Corp. He said 
the project value was $400,000. 

David A. DePaolo, Benderson director of pro­
ject planning, said construction of the facility 
may begin this summer. He said that the ten­
ant would be "a nationally recognized freight 
company" that he declined to name. The pro­
ject would create about 10 jobs, he said. 

The URA also approved a proposal by the 
L&R Graphic Supply Co. Inc. of Mississauga, 
Ont., to buy 1.5 acres in the Highland-Hyde 
Park Industrial area for $29,403. Krizan said 
the company produces photographic materials 
and plans a $600,000 project, including a 20,000· 
square-foot building. 

Engel said the firm expects to do $10 million 

worth of business in 1110. One-tblrd of that 
buJiness would come here, he uid. The projeet 
is expected to create 20 jobs over three Jean Ill 
the salary range of $10,000-$t0,000, Engel Ald. 

Krizan said the Benderson and x..R Graphic 
projects, along with a possible tenant for the 
vacant Pages building and a P1'0POieCl ezpan. 
sion of Parmed Inc. on seven-tentraa of an acre, 
effectively closes out the Highland-ll)'de Park 
Urban Renewal Industrial Part. 

At the NFC Development Corp. meetlq fol. 
lowing the URA meeting, executive dlrietor 
Engel announced a planned new 21-aere fndUI­
trial part, fnclud.inj 400,000 square feet of in· 
dustrtal buildings, bounded by mptand and 
Beech avenues in the city's Economic Devel· 
opment Zone. The $1.4 million to demolish 
existing structures and prepare the site will be 
funded by a $580,000 loan from the state Job 
Development Authority; a $420,000 loan from 
the Regional Economic Development Part­
nership Program; a $280,000 grant from tbe· 
REDPP; and $140,000 in cash from the NFC, 
Engel said. 
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Rewriting history in 90s 
Lot of 'I am sorries' out there 

This is the year that making histo. 
ry finally became a daily event, sort 
of like making coffee. We got up in 
the morning, put on the water and 
counted the number of governments 
or assumptions that toppled over· 
night. . 

But making history, it turns out, is 
more than churning out dates for fu. 
ture students to memorize on their 
time charts. Making history is also, 
and in tandem, rewriting the past. 

In just a few weeks, we've seen Eu. 
rope updated and backdated with 
truths. Now we'll find out whose truth 
will be etched, not only in history 
books, but in the collective memory. 

East Germany's new democratic 
government began its future by ad­
mitting the country's guilt in the 
past. The old regime had blamed the 
Holocaust on fascists, but the new 
government apologized as Germans: 
"We feel sorrow and shame and ac­
knowledge this burden of German 
history." 

The Soviet Union, stumblin~ out of 
its old empire, uttered the first ad· 
mission that it wasn't the Nazis who 
killed the Polish officer corps in the 
Katyn Forest during World War II. It 
was the Soviet secret police. 

These duly labeled "historic" con­
fessions, half-a-century after the 
fact, were not exactly news bulletins 
to the rest of the world. But it wasn't 
the world's history they were rewrit· 
ing, it was their own. They were 
speaking about their past to their 
present, making a fresh start with a 
clean break. 

This is often an offshoot of current 
events. History changes hands as 
quickly as governments. The past is 
among the spoils that go to the vic· 
tors. The new contenders for power, 
whether democratic or royal, stake 
their claims on history. 

Ellen 
Goodman 

But what is striking about the re­
writes of the present year is that they 
aren't based on glory. They are 
based on guilt. 

Both the Soviets and the Germans 
are promoting their own right to rule, 
their legitimacy, on confessions of 
past wrongdoing. Charles Maier, a 
Harvard historian, compares this ap. 
proach to that of psychiatry: "When 
people enter therapy, they have tore. 
member. When regimes cleanse 
themselves, they have to take on the 
task of remembering, for the first 
time, things that took place that 
they'd like to forget." 

But guilt is rarely an easy sell. The 
speed with which the Soviets have 
disavowed Stalinism and East Ger. 
mans reversed their teachings can 
lead to a false impression. 

The same month in which the East 
Germans apologized, the Japanese 
chose to avoid any mention of their 
country's aggressive role in their 
renovated memorial at Hiroshima. 
The "aggressor's corner" won't ap. 
pear in the memorial's portrait of the 
suffering city. 

The same month in which the Sovi. 
ets admitted the massacre of Poles, 
the Turks were still fighting their cul. 
pabillty in the death of up to a million 
Armenians. The Turkish resentment 

inhibited the Senate from making 
April 24 the official day of Armenian 
remembrance. 

If there is a difference between 
countries, there are also differences 
within them. A government can issue 
mea culpas. But as Maier says, in a 
deliberately unacademic phrase, the 
average citizen may prefer "not to be 
hassled by history." 

West Germans are now saying 
"enough" to guilt about their Nazi 
past. Since Reagan's visit to the Nazi 
graves at Bitburg, says Maier, . 
"there are people saying the Holo­
caust was not that unique, it hap­
pened in many cultures. There is 
comfort taken in the universality of 
dreadful crimes." 

The most ardent government pro­
nouncements may bounce against the 
public silence and the private deni­
als. It may be therapeutic to admit 
guilt to the world, but hard to admit it 
to your own children. 

This is true for Japan, where ' 
schoolchildren learn more about Aug. 
7,1946, than Dec. 7,1941. And it's true 
in America, where it took half-a-cen­
tury to make reparations to the nisei 
who were interned here during the 
war. 

Of course, any current use of histo­
ry is a tricky business. In the most 
famous phrase, George Santayana 
wrote, "Those who cannot remember 
the past are condemned to repeat it." 
But be didn't say how malleable the 
past is, how often it changes bands. 
He never said which past, whose 
past, we were learning. 

Ultimately what is most important 
is not the sudden 1-am-sorries, but 
the willingness to use the past as a 
prod for a future worth remem­
bering. 

Ellen Goodman is a columnist for 
the Boston Globe. 
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Mall needs 
good climate 
There is nothing worse than a. 

missed opportunity, and the city of: 
Niagara Falls can not afford to miss: 
an opportunity! 

We feel that the issue of the St. Sar-. 
kis Armenian Church and the St. 
Hagop Armenian Apostolic ChiD'ch. 
needs to be addressed. 

In Niagara Falls we need to build a 
vision for a "climate of creative co-. 
operation." 

Why not keep these churches in 
place and enhance their properties. 
with trees and landscaping? 

This will equally show that we are 
concerned about our residents as we 
are about attracting new businesses. 

This is what is in the hearts of our 
people. People want to feel good 
about the new opportunity that the 
mall presents and also want to re­
spect our institutions and traditions. 

Nobody want to see churches tom 
down. It violates a sense of sa. 
credness which a community as reli­
gious as Niagara Falls values. 

This also can provide a mission for 
these congregations, as it has for con­
gregations and churches already in 
the area, First Presbyterian, St. Pet­
er's Episcopal, and St. Mary of the 
Cataract. 

Christ's ministry was directed to­
ward the market place. 

If you have ever been to the Eaton 
Centre you will see how the architect 
included the Anglican Church in their 
design. It worked for Toronto, why 
not Niagara Falls! 

The visibility of churches for: tour­
ist has always been of importance to 
tourist and congregations. This is im­
portant because this symbol of coop­
eration shows that the city of 
Niagara Falls cares about the spiri­
tual vitality as well as commerce. 

What is more important than for 
the residents of Niagara Falls to feel 
good about their mall. We must build 
this vision of a "climate for creative 
cooperation" because the residents of 
Niagara Falls will also have to be 
sold on this mall, too. 

-Earl LaRocca 
William Mcintosh 

Albert Laesa 
S. Cyril Hurnyak 

North End Clergy Coalition 



Church-in-the-mall 
possible future trend 

l1e lorcr..._+o ~f-cc--r ~js-jro 

A SMAll. sign between Diana Sweets Hutchison came to Peace Lutheran in 
and the Pink Pearl restaurants in Missis- 1984 with the understanding the congre­
sauga's Square One shopping centre· gation was interested in finding a penna­
reads "Peace Lutheran ChurCh." You nent facility so it could have an identifia­
could quite easily miss it if you were not ble presence in the centre of the com­
looking for it. munity. But sky-rocketing land prices 

Walk through the doors between the and high rental costs soon put an end to 
restaurants, down a wide service corridor any dreams of building a new church in 
and you reach the entrance of one of Mississauga's city centre. 
only two churches in Canada located in a Hutchison recalled that in 1986, when 
shopping mall. the cc;»~n was looking at a p~ece 

At first glance it looks like any conven- of Miss~uga p~perty as a J?OSStble 
tional church interior; a small altar, ban- ~urch site, the pn~ of the land Jumped 
ners on the wall, an organ_ There are no m a two-week penod .from $350,000 to 
windows, but behind die altar there is a ~750,000 an acre,. This happened at a 
large piece of stained-gJass, backlit by ar- time when the nati~>nal church was strap­
tificiallight. ped for funds, havmg separated from !fie 

Peace Lutheran Church is not your parent U.S. body to form a Canadian 
run-of-the-mill church on ~e corner with ch~duson estimated that land in Mis­
steef.!le and ~· ~ut With ~.000 mall sissauga's city core now runs at $2 mil­
parking ~ces, It 1;8 one City cent~ lion an acre and a new church would 
~urch With ~0 parking ~ry>blem. And it need two acres to allow for adequate 
IS a church With accessibility far beyond P81'kinJt, Peace Lutheran had been priced 
what most other churches have. Out or the market. Providentially, last 

Peace. Lutheran, one of a~ut 650 summer, the Square One man~nt 
Evangelical Lutheran Churches m Cana- offered rental of their fonner administra-
da congregations, was tion space for an annual 
founded iii 1974 as a .. mar- rent of $37,000. The 3,000 
ketplace ministry'' and has square feet of space has 
been an active member of been converted into a sane-
the ecumenical Open Door tuary, a minister's office, 
drop-in and resource centre Sunday school area, kitchen 
since it was established in and nursing area. 
the malll6 years ago. Although Hutchison says 

But, until February, the there is no other place he 
congregation gathered in would rath~r be and that he 
the mall's auditorium for has the backing of most of 
Sunday service. The congre- his congregation, others are 
gaticn of about 85 families not so sure. 
. now has a home in what "We have lost people over 
was once the mall's admin- this," he said. "One member 
istrative office. said 'I want a church building to take my 

"The congregation had reached a static grandchildren to.' What that has to do 
position, had grown to a certain level, with the gospel I don't know." 
and had not seemed to set beyond that," Others think the money paid in rent is 
the Rev. Robert Hutchison said of the lost although Hutchison argues that the 
congregation's decision to look for a annu~ rental is less th~t ~h~t the con­
hnmP it rnnlrl mil its own. gregat1on would be paYJng m mterest on 

. ga~:l~~:ig:l0 
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REV. ROBERT HUTCHISON: Created a place of rest and sanctuary 
for anyone seeking respite from the stress and bustle of the world. 

a new building. "And there are still some 
people who feel this is an intermediary 
step and that one day we will move out 
into a traditional church buidling." 

Hutchison $aid he wants to create a 
place of rest and sanctuary for anyone 
seeking respite from the stress and bustle 
of the world. One evening recently, an 
East Indian couple wandered in and 
asked if they could pray in the church. 
Permission was granted and the couple 
set up their prayer mat in a comer. For 
Hutchison, the church-in-the-mall is a 
natural trend of the future. 

"But I am not sure the (national) 
church is willing to see it that way. In our 
development here, the most co-operative 
people were in the mall. It's still difficult 
to get this concept across to our national 
(church) division." 

Hutchison is not sure how the experi­
ment is going to wo.rk out. For one thing, 
the congregation needs to swell by 50 
families if the congregation is to pay its 
own way. 

"But I do think it is the way to go. I'm 
the eternal optimist. We have a five year 
lease and I think we will be around to 
renew the lease." 



Nations look back with remorse 
BOSTON - This is the year that mak­

ing history finally became a daily event, 
sort of like making coffee. We got up in 
the morning, put on the water and count­
ed the number of governments or as­
sumptions that toppled overnight. 

But making history, it turns out, is 
more than churning out dates for future 
students to memorize on their time 
charts. Making history is also, and in 
tandem, rewriting the past. 

In just a few weeks, we've seen Europe 
updated and backdated with truths. Now 
we'll find out whose truth will be etched, 
not only in history books, but in the 
collective memory. 

East Germany's new democratic gov­
ernment began its future by admitting the 
country's guilt in the past. The old regime 
had blamed the Holocaust on fascists, but 
the new government apologized as Ger­
mans: "We feel sorrow and shame and 
acknowledge this burden of German his­
tory." 

The Soviet Union, stumbling out of its 
. old empire, uttered the first admission 
that it wasn't the Nazis who killed the 
Polish officer corps in the Katyn Forest 
during World War II. It was the Soviet 
secret police. 

These duly labeled "historic" confes­
sions. half-a-century after the fact, were 
not exactly news bulletins to the rest of 
the world. But it wasn't the world's histo­
ry they were rewriting: it was their own. 
They were speaking about their past to 
their present, making a fresh start with a 
clean break. 

This is often an offshoot of current 
events. History changes hands as quickly 
as governments. The past is among the 
spoils that go to the victors. The new 
contenders for power, whether democratic 

--r1u.. 6(.( ~ tve.w.s 5'/s-j?o 
from nlaking April 24 the official day of 
Armenian remembrance. 

By ELLEN GOODMAN 

or royal, stake their claims on history. 
But what is striking about the rewrites 

of the present year is that they aren't 
based on glory. They are based on guilt. 

Both the Soviets and the Germans are 
promoting their own right to rule, their 
legitimacy, on confessions of past wrong­
doing. Charles Maier, a Harvard histori­
an, compares this approach to that of 
psychiatry: .. When people enter therapy, 
they have to remember. When regimes 
cleanse themselves, they have to take on 
the task of remembering, for the first 
time, things that took place that they'd 
like to forget." 

But guilt is rarely an easy sell. The 
speed with which the Soviets have disa­
vowed Stalinism and East Germans re­
versed their teachings can lead to a false 
impression. 

The same month in which the East 
Germans apologized, the Japanese chose 
to avoid any mention of their country's 
aggressive role in their renovated memo­
rial at Hiroshima. The .. aggressor's cor­
ner" won't appear in the memorial's por­
trait of the suffering city. 

The same month in which the Soviets 
admitted the massacre of Poles, the Turks 
were still fighting their culpability in the 
death of up to a million Armenians. The 
Turkish resentment inhibited the Senate 

If there is a difference between coun­
tries, there are also differences within 
them. A government can issue mea cul­
pas. But as Prof. Maier says, in a deliber­
ately unacademic phrase, the average citi­
zen may prefer "not to be hassled by 
history." 

West Germans are now saying 
..enough" to guilt .about their Nazi past. 
Since Reagan's visit to the Nazi graves at 
Bitburg, says Maier, "there are people 
saying the Holocaust was not that 
unique, it happened in many cultures. 
There is comfort taken in the universality 
of dreadful crimes." · 

The most ardent government pro­
nouncements may bounce against the 
public silence and the private denials. It 
may be therapeutic to admit guilt to the 
world, but hard to admit it to your own 
children. 

This is true for Japan. where school­
children learn more about Aug. 6, 1945, 
than Dec. 7, 1941. And it's true in Ameri­
ca, where it took half-a-century to make 
reparations to the nisei who were interned 
here during the war. 

Of course, any current use of history is 
a tricky business. In the most famous 
phrase, George Santayana wrote, .. Those 
who cannot remember the past are con­
demned to repeat it." But he didn't say 
how malleable the past is, how often it 
changes hands. He never said which past 
- whose past - we were learning. 

Ultimately what is most important is 
not the sudden 1-am-sorries. but the will­
ingness to use the past as a prod for a 
future worth remembering. 

Boston Globe 



May 7, 1990 
The City of Niagara Falls 
Office of the Mayor 
Niagara Falls, 
New York 1402 
Notice of Intent to file Federel En­
vironmental Impact Statement and 
Notice of Public Scop;ng Meeting 
Bencterson MegaMall Development 
in Niagara Falls 
During 1990, the City of Niagara 
Falls (the "City") plans to request 
that the United States Department 
of Housing and Urban Devel­
opment make funds available 
under Title 1 of the HOUSing and 
Communi!}' Development Ad of 
1974 (the 'Act") to be used in the 
development of the F~ Outlet 
MegaMall (the "Project") 1n Nlag· 
ara Falls. New York. 
I I has been determined by the Oty, 
as the "lead ~· tor the Pro­
led. pursuant lo section 10.(hl of 
Title 1 of the Act and applicable 
regulations (..0 C.F.R. Parts 1500-
1508 and 24 CFR Part 51), that this 
request lor release of Feder1l 
tunds will consltufe an action with 
the potential of significantly affect­
ing the quality of the human envi­
ronment. Accordingly, the City will 
prepare a draft Environmental Im­
pact Statement I"OEIS"l on the 
Project, in accordance with the Na­
tional Environmentll Polley Act of 
1969. 
This notice is to inlorm the public 
and interested agencies and per· 
sons about the Pro\ect and the pre­
paration of the DE S, and to solicit 
commen!s and information tor con­
sideration in the DE IS. 
The principal benefl!s of the Projet 
are: the strengthening of the eco­
nomic and commercial potenlill of 
the area; the revitalization of the 
local nelghborllood; and the projec­
tion of new tax revenues lor the 
City. The Project involves a coop­
erative effort by the City and Ben­
derson Development Corporation, 
and will use Federal. State. local. 
and private funds in Its devel­
opment. 
The site proposed lor the Projct is 
located between Niagara Street on 
the north and Buffalo and Erie A­
nues on the south. and be'- the 
Quay Street ExtenSion on the -t 
and Portage Road on the east. It 
covers approximately 101 acres. 
The Project will involve amend­
men!s to the existing Urban R­
wal and comprehenSive Plans and 
rezoning, and the construction of 
approximately 1.4 million square 
feet of commercial space. The Pro­
ject wi II also Involve the demolition 
of approximately 275 lmproveed 
properties and the relocation of iiP" 
proximately 98 ~ 250 
residential tenants. and 45 C81n· 
mercial uses (Including commu­
nity facilitlesl. 
An Urban Development Action 
Grant ("UOAG"l of~ million wiH 
help finance the acquisstlon, relo­
cation, clearance. and site im­
provement parts of the project. The 
entire project will proceed in two 
phases. The first phase is sched­
uled to commence In the fall of 1990 
and will be completed within iiP" 
proximately 12 "*""'- The cost of 
phase one is estimated to be iiP" 
proximately 38 mlllon dollars. This 
phase will include amendment of 
the City's Urban ReMw1l and com· 
preheMive plans. rezoning, acqui­
sition of existing prapertles. reloca­
tion of households and businesses, 
clearance activities, llld site lnv­
povemen!s. Phase two will involve 
an expenditure of approxlmaNty • 
million dollars. and will include 
construction of a mall with approxi· 
matety 1.4 millon square feel of 
commercial space, and approxi­
mately 611110 parking spaces. A third 
phase is still Nnt1flve, but may In­
clude a heN~ andltlf further com­
mercial development. 

-----·--;:-. 

Tlw<ity has decided to pr._.the 
DE IS because the Project Is an im­
portant undertaking and is antic­
ipated to have potentially signifi­
cant environmental lmpac!s on the 
site and on the general vicinity of 
the site. These potential impac!s, 
which will be more fully discussed 
in the DE IS, are briefly described 
as follows.- Belore construction 
takes place. approximately 275 im­
proved properties must be ac­
quired, and about 98 ~. 
250 residential tenan!s, and 45 com­
mercial uses (including commu­
nity facllties) relocated. The im­
pact of the necessary relocation 
must be considered. During the 
Project's construction and opera­
tion, the proposed Project will at­
tract large-numbers of people to the 
site. Efficient and safe transporta­
tion of these people will therefore 
necesltate consideration of existing 
and future traffic and mass trans· 
poration patterns and of _parking 
needs. In addition, the Project will 
require consideration of possible 
noise, air quality, hazardous waste. 
socioeconomic. land use and com· 
munlty, secondary and other im­
pacts. includlnp ett.cts of the Pro-
1ect on hiStorical and 
archaeological resources. The 
OEIS will analyze and describe 
lhase impacts and will also set 
forth the Project's physical and vi· 
sual features and i!s location, size, 
scope and constituent elements. in­
cluding a discussion of lnft$UAS 
that may be employed to mitigate 
or eliminate any potential ~ 
impacts. 
The OEIS will also describe and 
analyze reasonable alternatives to 
the Project, including development 
tor another use, diff.-lng scales of 
dellelopment, diff.-ent configura· 
lions tor the ~· al1emalive 
sites and the 'no build'' al1erna· 
tlve. 
The DE IS Is expected to be pub­
lished and distributed In the spring 
of 1990. Alter Its IIUbi!Qtion, a copy 
of the DE IS will &eon file and avail· 
able tor public inspection at the lol· 
lowl=tlons: 
The t of Housing and 
Urban topmen!, Buffalo, New 
York 
Niagara Falls Public Library 
Niagara Falls Public Library · !..­
Salle Branch 
The Niagara Falls City Clerk's Of­
flee 
The U.S.E.P.A. Public InformAtion 
Office 
The City of Niagara Falls Environ­
mental Services Oellartment 
The notice is part of the procas tor 
determining the scope of the I­
to be acldnlssecl In the DE IS. lor 
identifying deta and Significant -
vii'OIIIMntal Issues related to the 
Project, and lor Identifying cooper­
ating agencies. To asSist in this 
scoplng process. a public SCII@Inll 
meettna will be held In the 01)1 
C4unclf Chambers. City Hall, 74 
Main Street, Nllgal'a Falls. New 
York 1402 on #My 23. 1990 at 7:01 
P.M. 
All Interested agencies. groups and 
penons who - unable to attend 
the public SC1111in!1 ~ - In­
vited to submit Wrlltln comll*lls 
with ,._. to the praposed scope 
of the DE IS. Sucll ci1111men1s. to be 
c:onSiderecl. shaulcl be Ncelwd on 
or betore 21 clilys aftw elite of no­
tice. 
For further Information. !~'­
contact the applicant 1t the fallow. 
lng addr-.llld ...... nurnller: 
Applicant: 
City of Nlagarl F1llt 
c/o Envi""'"**taa Servlcel Dlpt. 
745 #Min Street 
Nlagar1 Falls, New Vorlll.QIII 
Attention: Dlvld Brooks 
EnvironrMnlll Services DINdar 
Teleplaw: (716) ~ 
Oiled: Nlagar1 Falls. New Vorl! 
fMy 7, 1990 
Michael C. O'Liuglllln. Mayer 
City Hall 
745 #Min Street 
Nlag«l Falls. New York 1GI2 
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SPECIAL 
REPORT 

NIAGARA COUNTY 
Mov1flQ 1n on me Olcott breakwall 24 

25 Erre County launches a real estate 1nvas1on 

By BILL McMEEKIN 

I t happened so quietly that if you 
blinked, you missed the passing of an 
era. 

Left: Falls Sttnt, looking ~1. in 1965. Below: Falls Street, looking west 
toward Prospect Park, in 1967. 

On April 3, the Niagara Falls Urban 
Renewal Agency began winding down its 
direct involvement in downtown develop­
ment in Niagara Falls. 

Enclofan 

Though the agency will remain active 
throughout Henderson Development Co. 
Inc.'s proposed outlet mall project, 
administration of other downtown proj­
ects has been shifted to the city's Com­
munity Development Department. 

For all practical purposes, the agency 
that in the minds of many stands for much 
that has gone wrong in Niagara Falls is 
heading into mothballs. 

Urban renewal. 
In Niagara Falls, the words are enough 

to make the most stouthearted civic 
booster blanche. It has created contro­
versy, changed lives, swayed political 
campaigns. 

Now urban renewal in Niagara Falls has 
reached the ·beginning of the end. Or is it 
the beginning of something else? 

"I think it's very much a transitional 
item. I think that the hopes that were built 
up and died with urban renewal clearance 
had a psychological effect on this city that 
was negative. We are finally overcoming 
tliat," said Larry Krizan, the city's devel­
opment chief and Urban Renewal Agency 
director. 

. It is impossible to discuss Niagara Falls' 

era urban renewal program without mention­
ing E. Dent lackey, who was mayor from 
1964to 1975. 

Under the white-maned lackey, a fiery 
orator with a showman's nair, the city 

Urban renewal reaches retirement age 
after a lon and often troubled career 

dreamed and dreamed big. It was lackey 
who in the 1960s spoke of Niagara Falls 
walking Ql\ the "twin legs" of industry 
and tourism. 

In unveiling a downtown master plan in 
July 1971, lackey said urban renewal 
"will help us build Niagara Falls into a 
truly international city.'' 

A bow: Old Falls Sltwt as 11 appHn today, lookmg -ttowaTd Prospct 
Ptlrlfr R~llt: A mod« from about 197/ ojtll~ urbofl rrrtrWfll•isiofljtN 
deWflto""' Niagartl Falls. 

His vision was construction of 2,100 
guest rooms in five hotels, 450,000 square 
feet of retail space and 210,000 square feet 
of office space carrying a total public-pri· 
vate sector price tag of nearly $200 mil· 
lien. 

"When the plan is carried out to com· 
pletion, Niagara Falls will have one of the 
most breathtaking natural wonders of the 
world next to one of the most attractive 
downtowns in the United States," Daniel 
Collins, a former Urban Renewal Agency 
director, said at the time. 

Many longtime Niagara Falls residents 
bathe Falls Street and the South End in 
the warm glow of nostalgia. The Strand 
and Cataract theaters, the old Beir's 
department store, the Imperial and the 
Henry Hubbs hotels all noat down the 
gentle steam of memory. 

In a final project; rct)Ort prepared in 
April 196S, the city charatterized down­
town as a hodgepodge of deteriorating 
buildinp with a variety of clashing uses 
laid out on a rigid and poorly designed 
street pattern. 

"Over half the buildings are substand­
ard to a point which requires their clear­
ance," the report stated. "It is not an 
attractive area, but one which. is shabby 
and uninvitins.'' ,._ __ ,...27 
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Era of urban renewal closes in Falls 
Coati.- fro• pop 13 : gathering of a. lot of good philosophies 

· f d 1 · d I that was not wtthm a constructive frame-The sms o eve opment m owntown ' work," he said. 
Niagara Falls are evident and oft- For a variety of reasons, for a number 
repeated. I~ the eyes of so many, urban of years private development failed to fill 
renewal as first enviSioned fa.Jled. . in the bl~nks. 

The topic has been so superheated 10 When the Urban Renewal Agency was 
Ni~gara Falls that pohuc~l observ~rs commissioned in 1964 by the state Legisla­
bebeve that Angelo Massaro s connecuo.n ture, Niagara Falls was still basking in the 
to the ur~an renewal program caused h1s embers of the post-war Baby Boom and 
loss to Incumbent Mayor Ml~ha~l the state Power Authority Niagara Proj­
O'Laughlin in the 1987 DemocratiC pn- ect, which helped swell the city's popula-
mary · tion to more than 102,000 in the 1960 cen-Massaro, who was Urban Renewal 
Agency director from 1975 until a falling 
out with O'Laughlin in 1988, could not be 
reached for comment. 

An almost wholesale demolition of the 
South End in the early 1970s forced many 
businesses out of downtown and, in some 
cases, out of existence. The philosophy 
was common among many urban renewal 
programs of the day. Bulldoze first, ask 
questions later. 

Problem was, the people who ordered 
the bulldozing weren't always around to 
oversee the part of the job that involved 
renewal. 

"With every generation of professionals 
who came into the job, who probably had 
good ideas, there was not an overall plan 
that was followed," said John Merino, 
executive director of Niagara Falls Neigh­
borhood Housina Services Inc:., a not-for­
profit revitalization qenc:y. 

"They killd of imposed wbat their new 
theory was on downtown. Not tbat their 
theory was bad, it jill& became an eclectic: 

sus. 
By 1980, the population had dropped to 

71,000 and many local manufacturers had 
scaled back or closed, a symptom of the 
Rust Belt decline of the 1980s. 

At the same time, inflation ran rampant 
and interest rates surged to more than 20 
percent. It was the type of climate that 
withered development. The urban renewal 
program had created the space for devel­
opment, but little development happened. 

Downtown now has about 1,600 hotel 
rooms, of which 800 have been built since 
urban renewal beaan in earnest in 1971. 
At least SSO more are on the drawing 
board. 

Rainbow Centre, the 220,000-square­
foot shopping mall, is the only major 
downtown retail development 5<1 far. The 
mall, which takes two floors inside a city­
owned parking ramp, is expec:ted to break 
even this year for the first time since it 
opened in 1982. 

The scarcity of projects and developers 
over tba years ha . pushed the city into 

To Place Your Ad in 
THE BUSINESS SHOWCASE 
Call The Adve~ising Department 

at882-6200 

BusinessFIISt 

some regrettable planning decisions, Kri­
zan said. 

When Occidental Chemical Corp. 
decided to build its I SO.OOO-square-foot 
office building in the early 1980s, it took a 
prime piece of downtown real estate, vir­
tually on the doorstep of Prospect Park 
near the Rainbow Bridge. 

As an incentive for that project, the city 
built a multi-story parking ramp to service 
the office building a block away from 
another city-owned ramp. 

"1 think that the hopes 
that were built up and 
died with urban renewal 
clearance had a 
psychological effect on 
this city that was 
negative. We are finally 
overcoming that." 

Larry Krizan 
Urban Renewal director 

Almost as an afterthought, Rainbow 
Centre was built into the new ramp. 

Before Baltimore-based Cordish Co. 
stepped in, 18 developers had turned 
down the city's request to tackle that proj­
ect. The city was even considering running 
the mall itself, just to kickstart some activ­
ity downtown, David Cordish recalled 
earlier this year. He is senior partner of 
Cordish Co. 

In the intervening years, the mall has 
endured a controversial city-run tenant 
loan program in which about two out of 
three businesses defaulted; lower-than­
projected occupancy; and the bankruptcy 
of Beir's, the city's homegrown depart­
ment store which had relocated to the 
mall. 

About three years ago, the mall shifted 
its retail concept to manufacturer outlets, 
which has improved its financial picture. 
Taking on Rainbow Centre was a gamble, 
Cordish said, one that is only beginnina to 
pay off for the developer and the city. 

"All lhat development that occurred 
around there a lot of people think, and I 
think, is because of Rainbow Centre," 
Cordish said. 

It wasn't until 1982 that the city and 
Urban Renewal Agency signed a master 
agreement with Lebr's Greenhouse Res­
taurants for a development project that is 
commonly referred to as the Niagara Ven­
ture. 

The rtrst phase of the development, a 
217-room hotel, opened in 1986. A $12 
million water park opened in 1988. 

Two linchpins, the $30 million Falls 
Street Faire and Falls Street Station enter­
tainment-retail projects, are scheduled to 
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Coetiaued fro• proadlq- nomic potential do not come easy in Niag-
open this month. The idea behind Jhe ara Falls. 
projects is to provide tourism-related Nor can Benderson Development's mall 
attractions that "'Ill lengthen visitor stays. proposal take all the credit for any opti-

Construction of Falls Street Faire and mism expressel about the future of down­
Falls Street Station has been hampered at town Niagara Falls. 
times by financing problems and disputes · Development land is scarce. A $7.3 mil­
between the developer and contractors · lion hotel development is expected to 
and labor unions working on the projects. break ground opposite E. Dent Lackey 

Some people abo don't hke the way Plaza later this year. Rainbow Centre 
they look. ; plans an 80,000-square-foot expansion on 

Niagara Falls Neighborhood Housing ' a vacant parcel opposite the mall. Another 
Services Inc. plans to buy the long-vacant developer plans a motel and amusement 
United Office Building, an art deco land-

1 
complex near the Rainbow Centre expan­

mark, and convert it to a retail-residential- sion. 
office complex· . Yet Krizan views the Benderson Devel-

lt ts across Rambow Boulevard fro?' I opment project as pivotal, not only for its 
the low-slung, pre-cast bu•ldrngs that wtll , raw development potential, but in how the 
be Falls Street Fatre and Falls Street Sta- ' city sees itself. 
tion. Merino praises the concepts of the In terms of development, the mall is 
developments and predicts they Will be a perhaps the city's last chance for a dra-~ 
boon for downtown. He •s troubled, how- matic, one-time transformation of down­
ever •. that the projects may dash with a town, a transformation urban renewal set 
bu1ldmg as graceful as the Umted. out to accomplish and fell short of the 

"You dnve downtown and you're a 

mark, Krizan said. In terms of image, 
perhaps it would give the city's residents 
the overwhelming proof they need to 
believe in their downtown again. 

"The mega-mall, in my opinion," said 
Krizan, "is a major step for the city in 
reachiQI its potential, not only in eco­
nomic 41evelopment, but in image." 0 

block away from one of the wonders of r-------------------------------------------------
the world, and you've got two buildings 
with zero architectural integrity," Merino 
said. 

The South End is seldom praised, often 
buried. 

So what is new here? A sense of opti· 
mism among some that, like cockroaches 
that survive a nuclear holocaust, down­
town Niagara Falls may be ready to sus­
tain far more life than it already does. 

Little can be done to eradicate the sins 
of the past. The question is whether Niag­
ara Falls can overcome them. 

"The people I run into in the commun­
ity usually say, 'Niagara Falls will succeed 
in spite of itself,' " \ierino said. 

The project that many believe carries 
the most hope for resuscitating the city is 
Benderson Development's proposed $80 
million, I .2 million-square-foot outlet 
shopping mall. 

The project would consume about 90 
acres of a generally decrepit neighborhood 
near downtown and turn an estimated 
$350 million in annual sales. The mall 
would allow the developer to further mine 
the rich vein of Canadians pouring over 
the border and capture some of the esti­
mated 10 million people who visit Niagara 
Falls every year. 

"It only takes common sense to under­
stand the benefits of the project,'' said 
Rex Burgher, vtce president , .. marketing 
for Benderson Development. 

In showing the site to prospective ten­
ants, Burgher notes many of them voice 
concerns over the lack of tourism activity 
downtown, occupancy rates in local 
hotels, underutilization of the Niagara 
Falls Convention and Civic Center. 

The mall project, backed annually by 
$2.5 million of the developer's marketing 
money, could dramatically change that, 
Burgher said. 

The mall could draw so much additional 
activity that development officials envi­
sion the city staying out of commercial 
venture financing altogether and stickins 
solely to industrial development projects. 

If residents express doubts about this 
mall, as some vociferously have, perhaps 
it is because the honeymoon capital has 
been down the aisle so many times with so 
many other developers. There is no forset· 
tins the Ghermezian brothers, who wooed 
the city in 1986 and 1987 with plans for a 
$1.2 billion retail and entertainment behe­
moth that never happened. 

The current mall project is tangled in a 
dispute between the city and county over 
how urban renewal agency bonds, needed 
to finance a $34 million site clearance for 
the mall, will be repaid. 

Environmental studies still need to be 
completed, property appraised and 
acquired, and residents and businesses 
rdocated. 

Even projects that offer awesome eco-

THIS INC. 500 COMPANY 
"COULDN'T HAVE DONE IT WITHOUT MARINE I" 

Key Resource Group has wartred it out with Marine Micland Bank since 1911. 
Number 186 on Inc. magazine's li5l of !he COibry's 500 faslat growing fbms is Key Resource 
Group. And Richard B. Seams, pesidau. cmli!s much oi !he c:ompm1y's success to !he 
raponsiYalas of Marine Midland a.nk. 
'They'te very llexible in their ability to acaxnpllsh wbar - need; Rick Seams explains. 
"The tempOI2rY help businas is a great consumer of cash - !he more business you do, the 
more cash you need.~ need a bank dw underswtds the peculiarilia of this business.· 
The company's Carrie Allen division provides rempomry and per1DIII1oUit clerical and 
permanent~ personnd to ma businesses. The lleauimlau Group alBliate oilers 
exec:utiw plaamenL The ProfessicJIIII So&wue Services division llllrilm COIIIpiUr consulting 
and so&ware pacbga throughout the U5. and Canada. 
Key Raource Group appreciates "Marine's complae ranae of services; ncxes Anthony]. 
Urroll, rmtionship ~who reports there is an "excdlenr rappen" betMen me bank 
and ils client. Financing through Marine enabled the firm 
to acquire its new c:orporalE headQuarters. while a sub- (j) MARINE 
SWltial working capital line of credit supports continued ,. .Jii: ·-- a .. _ 
growth in a fast growing indusa)\ ':'f!l. • ...__..._ 
A bank with the expertise and the willingness to help your • ElAN< 
compmy achiM its growth objeai\a is as dose as your Lea work it out~ 
nearest Marine Midland branch. Or cai Anthony CanoD. 
assislant vice president, ar 632-3743. .................. NA --
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Niagara Falls' new start 
The federal urban renewal program has been 

particularly troublesome in Niagara Falls. 
Now that the program's formal aspects are ending 

after 20 years, perhaps it is time for the city's 
government, residents and neighbors to begin 
looking differently at it. 

Many still feel Niagara Falls never will regain its 
vitality from the days before bulldozers came and 
leveled the Falls Street tourist district. 

But memories are not an appropriate blueprint 
for development. Niagara Falls has changed too 
much since then, and it will continue to change. 
That's one of the things that makes a city a city. 

So now seems a good time to consider urban 
renewal for the opportunities it continues to create. 

It is fair to say that much of urban renewal's 
outcome has been imperfect and that plenty of 
mistakes were made in rebuilding the city's 
downtown. But that too is one of the things that 
makes a city a city. 

Finally, it is time to define the city's relationship · 
with the cataract. 

Encroachment by business to the river's edge has 
been beaten back for now. The surrounding park 
has been enlarged and invigorated. The highway 
that once passed through it has been removed. 

Yet, proposals to improve access to the Niagara 
River gorge have largely been misunderstood as 
crass exploitation of the river's beauty. 

This is not a call for a return to the days when the 
only way to get a glimpse of the falls was to pay for 
a look through a peephole in a fence. 

But despite its beauty, Niagara Falls is not the 
Grand Canyon. It is not 200 miles long, 10 miles 
wide or a mile deep. It is not wilderness. It has been 
an urban center since before the Grand Canyon 
even had an English name. 

Millions of dollars have been spent in Niagara 
Falls to give visitors something to do after viewing 
the cataract. Niagara Falls has a need and a right to 
draw tourists. It's one of the things that makes this 
city a city. 

Pour it on in Toronto 
Marketing efforts by local organizations are 

getting the word out across the nation and into 
Canada about business opportunities in Buffalo. 

But according to experts in Canada's real estate 
industry, residents of Toronto remain ignorant of 
the changes that have taken place here. 

That's unfortunate, considering cost 
comparisons. Moving 90 minutes or so out of 
Toronto and into Buffalo can cut two-thirds from 
the price of a house and 20 percent from the 
mortgage rate. 

To be sure, moving a residence from one country 
• ..... ,.... ........... t.. ...... : .... ~:.r+. .. ,1t ...,..,,.4 ""'ftn'f"'! '"'"'"'C'C";'hl,s A"" 
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Sotnething gets lost in tJ 
Given Americans' passion for lists-from "The Peo­

ple's Almanac" to the Business First Top 25 Book of 
Lists-1 have no doubt that the recently released book, 
"Managerial Literacy: What Today's Managers Must 
Know to Succeed," will be an immense hit. But I doubt it 
will be very useful to most readers. 

Authors Gary Shaw and Jack Weber, both professors 
at graduate business schools, have compiled a list of 
1,200 business terms they believe are essential to modern 

IUEST NOTEBOOK 
Dougald MacDonald 

managers. In order to succeed in business, a person 
should be familiar with at least 80 percent of these words 
and phrases, the authors argue. 

Ready to test yourself? Included in the publicity mate­
rial for "Managerial Literacy" was a list of 20 sample 
terms. They were: 

• Cash Cow 
• Critical Path Method (CPM) 
• Discount Window 
• Edae Act Company 
• Equity Kicker 
• r:I'Tl-.t:,.,,..,:t,...,"'"' 
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Sh~L st.Ppc)'rt~ 
St. Hagop's ~ 

I am a non-Armenian and want to 
express my point of view concernill8 
the decision of demolishing St. Ha. 
gop's Armenian Church and Commu: 
nity Center, which is actually a 
multi-cultural center. , 

We've been associated with theM 
menian Center for many years. We 
get our spiritual needs satisfied at 
the center. 

We have gospel singings a few 
times a year at the center. 

I read that they have 100 members. 

1 

That's an understatement, consid· 
ering bow many ~mbers of the Ar· 
menian community the center 
actually serves. I believe the number 
is in the thousands. On my last ap· 
pointment, I tried to reserve the cen· 
ter for the months of April and 
October.! was informed I could get it 
for April, but not October beCause 
they had to give way to the mega· 
mall. I'm pleading with this project's: 
. developers to let the buildings stand. 

-Gladys B. Riley 
NiaQSra Falls 
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Council sideshow provides a free night of entertainment 
Step right up, folkJ. 
View the City Council sideshow. 
Sii men and one woman providing 

non-stop entertainment biweekly for 
an hour or two. The memben vote on 
agenda items, but sometimes the rea­
olutiona seem incidental. Often tbey 
appear to be used as political back­
drops for council members to air 
their beefs with city government -
and each other. 

Beat of all, it's free. 
At Mooday's meetillg, the enter­

tainment began with a reJOiutioll to 
rescind the Counc:U'a oppoaitioll to a 
state Department of Trauportatioll 
plan to build a new ezit ramp from 
the Robert Moaea Part way wbere 
Main Street turu into Raiabow 
Boulevard South. The reaolutloll waa 
&P.flnsored by three Demoeratic COUll· 
c:ilmen and Republican Cowu:ilmaD 
Michael S. Gawel. 

The state DOT plan goes right 
tbrouah property owned by the Boler 
W. Roffle family, which planaed to 
build a f' millioll bo&el there. 

The council bad been against the 
state DOT plan. But the Niagara 
Falls Bridge Commission had told 
the council that the state DOT plan 
was included in an overall plan for 
the eJpllllion of the Rainbow Bridge 
Plaza to 25 boothl. Unless the council 
rescinded its opposition to tbe DOT 
plan, tbe $32 million bridge expan­
sion plan would ba ve to go back to 
tbe drawiq board. The council re­
scinded its opposition by a 4-3 vote. 

Republican Cowlcilman Jacob A. 
PaliJID wu agailllt it. Be uid that 
the bridle com mission piau wu 
DOtldDC more tbaa a way to fwlnel 
mol'll! lboppen to the Beadenoll De· 
velcipment Co. 'a proposed factory 
outlet meaa mall and create traffic 
jam•. 

"Tbia city Ia beiq led by madmen 
drunk with power,'' Palillo uid. 

Demoeratic CowlcUman Alltbony 
J. Readilla turned biJ back to tbe 
dais. 

"T0117, Why don't you turD JOW' 
face anllllld?" Florence Acotto, a Re· 

t.lde 

~ 

publican supporter of Councilman 
Barbara A. Geracitano and Palillo, 
called out from the audiellce. 

"He's sleepiq, Florence,'' Patillo 
anawered. "We don't have a govern­
ment of c:becu and balances. And 
there's proof,'' he said, pointing at 
Rendina. "We get a government of 
whatever Mike wants, Mike gets,'' be 
uid of Demoeratic Mayor Michael C. 
O'Laugblln. 

"What we bave here iJ the Demo­
crats qaiDJt tbe Republicans. Cold 

war. Political war,'' Palillo contin­
ued. "There are only two real Repub­
licans on this council. One is owned 
by the Democrats." Palillo was ref. 
erring to Councilman Michael S. 
Gawel, who was one of the sponsors 
of the resolution. 

Gawel leaned forward. "Jake, shut 
up,'' he said. 

The reappointment of Willie C. 
Fields Sr. to the Niagara Falls Civil 
Service Commission prompted some 
fancy political dancing on the dais. 
The council first voted on a resolu­
tion sponsored by Councilman Antho­
ny F. Quaranto to remove it from the 
table, where it had been placed at the 
April 30 meeting, and vote on it. 

Last on the agenda was another 
resolution sponsored by Rendina to 
vote on the Fields appointment. In 
between were two other resolutions, 
one to appoint Republican Commit­
teeman Linda L. Schug to the com­
mission, sponsored by Geracitano 
and Pallllo, and one to appoint Re­
publican Josephine Tavano, spon­
sored by Democratic Council 

Chairman Henry J. Buchalski. 
Rendina said he added the second 

Fields resolution to the agenda at the 
last minute. "I put it on after seeing 
the two additional resolutions being 
introduced with different names in­
volved,'' be said, "and strategizing 
that in the event Mr. Fields' resolu­
tion was not removed from the table 
and in the event it was removed from 
the table and defeated,'' Fields could 
still be considered under Rendina's 
separate resolution. 

Geracltano asked if it was legal for 
the Council to vote to remove the 
Fields' appointment from the table 
and vote on it, then give the council 
another chance to vote on it later if it 
failed. Assistant Corporation Counsel 
William Zarr said it was. 

"Baloney," said Geracitano. 
Fields' appointment was removed 

from the table and defeated. 
Bucbalski and Councilman Guy 
"Tom" Sottile abstained on both 
votes, to the boots of the audience. 
Schug's candidacy for the spot was 

also defeated. Buchalslti and Sottile 
both voted for Tavano, but that reso­
lution was also defeated. When 
Fields' appointment came up the sec­
ond time, Geracitano first abstained, 
then changed her vote to no after a 
remark by Buchalslti. 

"I'm woman enough to vote no. 
Now let's see how you're going to 
vote, buddy. You're on the spot," she 
told him. Both Buchalski and Sottile 
voted for Fields this time around. 
The appointment passed with four 
Democratic votes. 

Buchalslti said it was his preroga. 
tive to change his mind. Fields said 
after the meeting he was grateful to 
the people who supported him. "It's a 
routine appointment. It turned into a 
three-ring circus, which it never 
should have been." 

"I feel like Barnum and Bailey,'' 
Bucbalslti said after the meeting. 

Pass the popcorn. 

Jlary Woznia.t covers City Hall for 
tbe Niagara Gazette. 

-- ··-, -----:":"_,__, --. 



From our readers 

Mega mall gets 
thumbs down 

There has been a lot of talk about 
the mega mall and how the mayor 
and City Council think it's such. a 
good idea. For whom? Surely nolfor 
the taxpayers of Niagara Falls. · • 

We have alreadJ some white el­
ephants that already burden the tax. 
payers. 

The Rainbow Centre is a loser and 
the parking ramp and Niagara Falls 
Convention and Civic Center are los. 
ers. The convention center was built 
in spite of the fact that hishrically, 
acrosa the country, convention cen. 
ters are non-profit. . 

Now Benderson Corp. is proposil)g 
a mega mall, although the Rainbow 
Centre has never remained full. Tbe 
Summit Park Mall also has vacan. 
cies and the parking ramp is a disas-
ter. : 

H the Benderson firm thinks the 
mall is such a good idea, why don't 
they finance aU of it? Wby does the 
city have to float $34 million bonds to 
help build it, including the removal of 
two churches? : 

City officials claim the sales tax 
will pay off tbe $34 million bond. How 
long will it tate at 7 percent interest 
and on bow many sales to pay that 
money bact.? 

What will happen when tbe Canadi. 
ans no longer find it profitable to 
erou tbe border to shop? This smiU 
city, whole residents are already 
overtaxed, will have to bear tbe bur· 
den. 

Tbe low-paytq jobs the mall wDl 
generate aren't wortb tbe gamble. 
Let's stop kidding ourselves and the 
people of tbe city. Bendenon is going 
to walt off with a bundle of money 
and tbe taxpayen are going to be left 
holding the bag. . · 

-Phillip Mazzu 
Nl~gara ~ella 



this," said Mario J. Pirastru, region. 
al director of the state park commis­
sion. "We simply agreed to listen to 
their plans." The GTS Associates 
presentation is set for 10 a.m. at the 
state park visitors center. 

Monorail WOM_Id J,.inkq;
710 mega mall to Parf<S ~ 

By Don Glynn 
Niagara Gazette 

LEWISTON - A New Jersey firm 
will detail plans Wednesday for an el­
evated monorail system which would 
link the proposed mega mall with 
Prospect Park and Artpark. 

The system would cost an esti­
mated $12 million per mile. It would 
encompass Goat Island and loop 
through the South End - including 
the site of the planned mall and Old 
Falls Street - and along a route bor­
dering the Robert Moses Parkway to 
Lewiston. 

Two weeks ago, officials of Toyo, a 
U.S. subsidiary of a Japanese cor. 
poration, said they had completed a 
$100,000 feasibility study for a "peo. 
ple mover" train that would operate 
along the edge of the gorge, between 
Prospect Park and Lewiston. That 
system was described as magnetic 
levitation, with trains operating on a 
thin layer of air less than an inch 
above the rails. 

The other proposal has been sub­
mitted to the regional state park 
commission by GTS Associates of 
Titan PRT Systems, Park Ridge, 
N.J. 

"We have not taken ey position on 

Pirastru briefly mentioned the mo. 
norail plan Wednesday during the 
park commission meeting at Art­
park. None of the monorail devel­
opment firm officials was present 
and the park commissioners declined 
any comment until they learned 
more about the project. 

While details are sketchy, initial 
plans indicate the 15-mile system 
would include stations near Prospect 
Park and at the proposed mega mall 
on the city's East Side. The devel­
opers also are reportedly suggesting 
an alternate plan for linking the sys. 
tern with the Canadian side of the 
river. 

The trains are designed to travel 
about 20 miles per hour and carry 30 
passengers. 

During the prime tourist season, it 
would operate 12 hours daily. 

The "Astroglide" train, a single 
steel beam monorail, is similar to the 
system operated at Disneyworld in 
Orlando, Fla., and other major 
amusement parks in the nation. 



·In path of Falls development 
Me:tna a.oM~ ...... ; ~ N....,S - IJt' M&.ll.4 e.;w.,. t::.J:h·~ 

By Bob Kostoff ~f-/1 fJ 

A gathering storm of protest over proposed 
demolition of two Armenian churches is rapidly 
spreading throughout Niagara County outside the 
close-knit Armenian community centered in 
Niagara Falls. 

But the letters, petitions, vocal protestations 
and constitutional question have yet to sway of­
ticials of the city and of the 
design plans. 

Mayor Michael C. O'Laughlin believes that 
monetary negotiations with the churches may 
have a bearing on the final sentiments of the 
Armenian Community and church officials. 

But that, too, remains to be seen. 
Many feel the Armenian churches were not 

given the same consideration as other churches 
because their Niagara Falls numbers are small 
and not that impressive at the voting booths. 

But the gathering support from outside the 
Armenian Community, especially by other sym­
pathetic church groups, could become increas­
ingly important. 

The May monthly meeting of East Side resi­
dents concerned with the Megamall project was 
cancelled, indicating a slowing pace of movement 
for the mall. The fate of the Ninth Street Arm­
enian churches often becomes a vocal part of 
such meetings. 

Delays are also being experienced, officials 
noted, in gaining an environmental report on a 
former junk yard in the area and in gaining ap- grated into other developments, including the 
proval for bond backing by the state Job Devel- Niagara Falls downtown Urban Renewal project. 
opment Authority. . Churches left in the downtown project include 

The churches in question are St. Sarkis Arm- St. Mary's of the Cataract Catholic Church, St. 
enian Church and St. Hagop Armenian Apostolic Peter's Episcopal Church and the First Presby­
Church which are located next door to each terian Church. 
other at Ninth and East Falls streets. Each year, And the coalition pointed out that an Anglican 
those within and without the Armenian Com- Church was included in the design for the Eaton 
munity enjoy the ethnic picnics at each church Centre in Toronto. 
and community centers. The petition to Krizan and Clark uses a stron-

City Director Jf Development Serves Larry ger approach for persuasion, saying "Armenians 
Krizan and head of Community Development suffered enough from the Turks without losing 
William Clark, received petitions asking that the their homes and churches to the Mammon Cult­
churches be spared. The petitions, also supplied ists here." 
to Metro Community News, list residents from It also notes that the signers will boycott the 
Lewiston, Sanborn and other areas of the county. Megamall if it is built and will "use al~ legal and -1 

The names include members of clergy and res- ethical means to hinder the careers of those re-
idents outside the Armenian churches. sponsible for this abomination should this atroc-

An interesting point In the matter 18 ttie U.S. ity come about." 
Constitutional question of separation of church Members of the Armenian community recently 
and state. That was raised by Arthur Garabedian commemorated the anniversary of the genocide 
at a recent council meeting. conducted on Armenians by the Turks of the Ot-

And, at that time, he pledged his financial re- toman Empire who ruled middle eastern Eur­
sources to fight any condemnation and demoli- opean states with an iron and unfeeling fist for 
tion of the churches. He said the constitution about 50 years. 
designating separation of church and state would The question of the monetary offer for the 
not allow the state to take over the church churches is also a delicate one. Many Armenians 
against the wishes of the congregations. wonder ho"'f' a price could be attached to. a reli-

However, Krizan and O'Laughlin have main- gion because churches represent much more than 
tained that the two churches are right in the mere brick and mortar. 
pathway of the entrance to the mall and the de- The· east side area where the Megamall is to go 
sign cannot be changed to accommodate them. is generally run down, but many of the homes, 

Many are angered at this position, however, in especially near the Armenian churches, have 
light of the decision to keep the Holy Trinity been kept in good shape throughout the years. 
Catholic Church located at the other end of the And there are no plans to demolish the fairly 
project near Portage Road and East Falls Street. new .Niagara County Human Resources Building 

And a group called the North End Clergy _coa- at Tenth Street and East Falls Street, just a block 
lition points out that churches have been mte- east of the Armenian churches. 
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1 Two Churches 
~m.ust ~e kept 
I ! an: a eonc~rned A!'me~a::-Arner. 
, i~an ~arrie~ about St Ha;go~·s 

j. C1· ... i...· ... ctia.nd eo. mrn .• ;unit.y center .girL.."'g ~ ~~r !J) the mtgi mall. 
. J.r, lb.e p.ast. e•·ery c~r cor:!:;bc:k 

frott wo~k. m~· firs~ job v•a~ to re.;.d 
t the: front pat;t: and world new 5 b the 

) Gar.ettt. But l•tely it ha! !lteti difier-

1
1 Em!- Nc~ .. · I'm '. Q·ll.'o "" __ ini_· the letters to . the editor. 

J ~ad. of S$meo.tle pointing out a 
few. bieutifl.llly struetured buildings 

I ul ealllilg t.he rest of them boxes. I 
dml't want to ·start a wu of words. 
but I'ct ~e to b some~g to tbe 

1 publit's attentio~w. it or not. like 
it or aot. two Atmeruail cblil'elles 
~li"st.]n'Nitl_ araa Falls and {\tJr 
cllureh, St. Eago,'s, i.s eollSf:crated 
tao. . . 

lesic!es the ;churett, wbleh has 100 
members, tht11 are organizations 
SU(h as the Al"laellian Belief Socie~ 
ana the ~cUes Guild ot St;Jlaa~.-s. 
'1.'\ese 9l'ianllltiou were a ~tg a»et 
I
. ia.Jielplag tbe' eartiqU:ab~ivon . 
. Ow qleJDber$ still drive back and 
, forth to the ROnald McDonald Ho~Ue 

l
l_wt_ .. · . Child!en'a. Hospital m luffalo to · ~ a r~r Who iS waltitg for a 
. ,_,stbesis for ~r ri&llt arm. 

Jt is time for tbe pub~c to know 
.,at G1U' people meu to vad what 

. .., belrts we have~ •. -
I also_" .. ao&e ~-at St.1liJop'su4 St: 

Sutil' ehurtbes recently oommtm• 
~ tbe 7~ Ulllversary of the A:t· 

"meDian Jll8SS81Crt.Ja 1915. . 
-Harryt~an 

Lew.._n 
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·Public invited to probe mall impact 
Meeting will discuss issues to be addressed in environmental study 
By Mary Wozniak 
Niagara Gazette 

A public meeting to determine the scope of 
issues that need to be explored in a environ­
mental impact statement for the proposed Fac­
tory Outlet Mega Mall will be held at 7 p.m. 
Wednesday in City Hall, 745 Main St. 

The city must prepare a draft environmental 
impact statement to comply with the National 
Environmental Policy act of 1969, since a $4 
million federal Housing and Urban Devel­
opment grant will be used to help fund the mall 
project, and the project is expected to have a 
significant impact on the environment of the 
area. 

"Part of the federal requirements are that 
before you complete an environmental impact 
review, the public has to have a chance to com­
ment on whether the range of issues that you're 

addressing is complete and sufficient, and 
that's what the purpose of that meeting is for," 
said Larry Krizan, city coordinator of devel­
opment services. 

One issue the environmental impact 
statement will consider is the impact of the re­
location of people from the mall site - nearly 
100 acres bordered by Niagara Street, ~uffalo 
Avenue, Quay Street. and Portage Road. About 
275 properties will be demolished. About 98 
homeowners, 250 residential tenants, and 45 
commercial and community entities, including 
several churches, will be relocated. 

Other issues include future traffic and mass 
transportation patterns, noise, air quality and 
hazardous waste. 

The former Silbergeld Junkyard property is 
near the center of the mall site. It is on the list 
of inactive hazardous waste site dumps com-

piled by the state's Interagency Task Foree. It 
was placed on the Ust based on the complaint of 
an East Side resident wbo called tbe Niagara 
County Health Department In 19'78 and report. 
ed seeing local industries dumping tbe eoatents 
of drums there. 

The state Department of Environmental Con­
servation did not investigate the site further. 
The environmental impact statement is ex­
pected to determine what problem, if any, ex­
ists at the site. Last September, David Brooks, 
city director of Environmental Services, called 
the former Silbergeld property "one of the 
most benign dump sites I've ever seen." City 
officials have since said they do not expect the 
results of testing at the site to jeopardize the 
mall project. 

The mucb-delaled draft environmental im­
pact statement will not be released for at least 
a month after the public meeting Wednesday, 

KrllaD Aid. .. We feel we have to do an ex~ 
tioDa11J tboroagll job and we're doing it It s 
commoa for people wbo wish to stop or delay 
projeets to proeedurallJ challenge tbe environ­
mental impact statemenl" 

The draft environmental impact statement 
will suaest ways to ease any possible adverse 
effeets of tbe m~ ~.teet on the area. It will 
also analyze projeCt alf.ernatives, Including de· 
velopment of tbe land for another use, alterna­
tive sites for tbe project, and the effect on tbe 
area if tbe mega maU is not buill 

The meeting is for the public to tell eity ofti. 
eials what they think tbe potential impacts of 
the project are. However, Brooks fears it will 
turn Info a .. griping" session, or a forum for 
people to voice opposition to the project. 

:'That's not what it's supposed to be," be 
said. un it does turn out that way. we'll proba­
bly limit people's comments to get them to 
focus narrowly on the topic." 



From our readers 
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! Raz1ng cnurcnes 
, offends writer 

I am appalled and disgusted with 
Niagara Falls city officials and the 
firm that is planning the mega mall. 
It is hard to believe that they plan to 
tear down two Armenian churches. 
These houses of worship serve the en­
tire area, including Lewiston, Young. 
stown, the Town of Niagara and 
Niagara Falls. These churches have 

' been well maintained and a pride to 
this ethnic group and the community 
as a whole. 

Officials managed nicely to keep 
the county building intact and also 
managed to preserve another church. 
The disgusting part of the whole · 
thing is that a church will come down · 
and in its place will be a parking lot. 

: Every person in the city of Niagara 
Falls should be up in arms knowing it 
could happen to them at any time. 
There certainly will be Armenian 
people using the mall and the church 
will be their place of worship. This 
whole affair is disgusting and cer­
tainly the planning board and engi­
neers could have tried to use their 
heads. It is not too late to redeem 
yourselves. 

-Kathryn Eitel · 
Niagara Falls 
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St. Sarkis is 
special church 
. During the summer of my 16th 

birthday, my father's sister - my 
Aunt Mary - and I drove from our 

. hometown in Holland, N.Y. to the an­
, nual picnic at St. Sarkis Apostolic 
~burch in Niag~ra Falls. Growing up 
m Holland, which was devoid of Ar­
menians, I had always been curious 
about my partial Armenian heritage 

· and that hour's drive was to fill ~ 
void that had always lingered in my 
heart. It literally transported me to 
my Armenian roots. I felt the 
warmth and hospitality of this loving 
church the moment I entered its 
doors. 

Had St. Sarkis Church not been so 
accessible to my hometown, I know I 
would have fast been assimilated into 
American life without any viable Ar­
menian identity. Indeed there was 
limited information about this an­
cient race which had struggled to re-

. tain its identity through centuries of 
~ppressi~n. As a student hungry for 
information, I read nothing about Ar­
menians in school textbooks. There 
was no fiag representing Armenia in 
international settings lite the United 
Nations. As a fourth generation Ar­
menian I'd long lost my great-grand­
parents who'd escaped the 
massacres in Adana, Turkey in 1909 
and from whom I might have gained 
some knowledge of the 2SOO year his­
tory of the Armenian people. 

That trip with my aunt to an Arme-
. mian picnic satisfied the hungry cu­
riosity of a young mind and it also 
shaped my future. Now at the age of 
27 having married an Armenian and 
settled in Niagara Falls, our family 
is part of the Armenian community. 
But there is unrest about the future of 
our church. The site on which St. Sar­
kis presently stands represents home 
and roots. All aspects of Armenian 
culture are embraced in our beautiful 

: church: language, music, dance, 
' food, and art. Recently, during a 
· meeting in our church hall our four­
year-ola daughter, cavorting on the 
stage, suddenly cried out "They're 

• not really going to make this church 
· fall on my head, are they?" It was a 
telling question that might have 
echoed from those same Armenian 
refugees who had raised their church 
as a lasting symbol against the op. 
pression they had escaped. 

Since our ancestral lands were dev­
astated we Armenians loot upon our 
church as our haven, and it is the 
chief factor of our continued exis­
tance as an integral nation. · 

Let St. Sarkis co-exist with the pro­
posed Benderson mall for the many 
Armenian-American generations to 
come. 

-Donna M. Otabachian 
Niagara Falls 



:A little comparison shopping s~~~s 
'mega' potential t~ >1J-+/1° 

A wise consumer will comparison 
shop. 

In light of the public meeting 
Wednesday on the impact the pro­
posed Factory Outlet Mega Mall 
would have on the environment in 
which it is built, let's compare what 
happened after the Potomac Mills 
manufacturers' outlet mall opened in 
1985 in Prince William County, Va., 
with what officials expect to happen 
here after the mega mall opens in 
spring of 1992. 

The mall has 200 stores. It brings in 
5,000 or more buses per year from as 
far away as North Carolina, Tenne­
see and Buffalo. On an average Sat. 
urday, 75,000 people shop at the mall. 
On peak Saturdays during summer 
and holidays, 150,000 come to shop, 
Rice said. 

John R. Gessaman, director of the 
office of economic development for 
Prince William County, said Poto. 
mac Mills is the No. 1 shopping at. 
traction in Virginia, bringing in 10 
million to 12 million visitors per year. A video tape prepared after a visit 

to Potomac Mills in late March by 
City Assessor Dominic Penale and 
Larry Krizan, city coordinator of de. 
velopment services, tells a tale of re­
tail joy. Is a similar shopping and 

The proposed mega mall in Niaga. 
ra Falls will have 1.4 million square 
feet and 280 stores. It is expected to 
draw about 5,000 bus groups per 
year. Krizan said 1,250 bus groups 
per year come to the current Factory 
Outlet Mall on Military Road, so ex­
trapolating by the increase in size 
alone makes 5,000 a realistic esti­
mate. 

the pressure of Canadian shoppers, 
which doesn't exist in Virginia," he 
said. He expects 20 million shoppers 
a year to come to the mall. 

.. development nirvana in store for Ni­
agara Falls? 

. Clyde E. Rice, mall assistant gen. 
eral manager and director of opera­
tions, said Potomac Mills already 
has expanded from . about 800,000 
square feet to 1.2 million square feet, 
·and another expansion of 800,000 to 1 
million square feet is in store. 

Krizan also believes the 12 million­
to 15 million-visitor market per year 
in the area who come to see the falls 
is virtually untapped. "We also have 

Canadian shoppers are expected to 
provide at least 50 percent of the 
mall's anticipated $350 million in 
sales, he said. The rest will come 
from the Northeast and Midwest 
United States, from a range of about 
500 miles, according to Rex Burgher, 
vice president of devleopment for the 
Benderson Development Co., mall 
developers. 

Rice said the Potomac Mills mall 

l 
employes 3,000 people, with 400-plus 
management jobs. The mega mall is 
supposed to provide 500 management 
jobs with an average salary of 
$20,000-plus per year, 800 sales jobs 
and 700 entry-level jobs. Krizan said 
that if the city brought in a small in· 
dustry that would provide 500 jobs at 
$20,000-plus per year, ~t~t~ould 
consider it "ideal." He · the 
mega mall should be considered ln 
the same way. 

Lurty C. Houff Jr., assistant man­
ager of assessments for Prince Wil· 
liam County, says Potomac Mills' 
real-estate assessment is $1,163,000 
per year. 

The mega mall will pay $800,000 in 
property taxes per year for eight 
years, then $1.2 million per year, 
going up to full assessment in the 
25th year, Krizan said. The 100-acre 
site currently brings in about $400,000 
in city, county and school taxes, of 
which the city's share is about 45 per­
cent, or $120,000. 

The total benefit from the Potomac 

Mills mall in taxes, including sales 
tax, is $3.9 million, Houff said. Prince 
William County's sales tax is 4.5 per. 
cent. 

Krizan estimates that the mall will 
generate $9 million in sales taxes, so 
the total tax benefit including prop­
erty taxes would be $9.8 millfon a 
year. Niagara County's sales tax is 7 
percent. 

Ke·n Baxter, a Prince William 
County real estate appraiser, says 
Potomac Mills has generated $175 
million worth of new construction in 
the area surrounding it. Devel­
opment has included two shopping 
centers, one new hotel, several res­
taurants and a light industrial park. 
Increased tax revenues have helped 
to keep taxes down, he said. 

Road improvements are in store 
for the area to handle increased traf. 
fie, Baxter said. Property owners in 
the area who must give up their prop­
erty for the road expansion are now 
getting $10 to $12 per square foot. The 
price was about $2.50 per square foot 
for land before the mall was built, he 

said. 
City assessor Penale said the 

mall's surroundin~ development was 
what impressed h1m most. But Poto­
mac Mills was built on undeveloped 
land in the suburbs, while the mega 
mall is an inner-city project. Would 
development be as likely to spring up 
around in the mall in the inner city as 
it would in the suburbs? Penale said 
he expects to see a lot of devel­
opment on the north side of Niagara 
Street. 

Krizan expects the mall to gener. 
ate $60 million in new development, 
or about one-third that generated by 
Potomac Mills. 

These comparisons put what al­
ready is up against what officials ex­
pect to be. But Penale said the trip 
convinced him to endorse the mall. 
"I think it would be beneficial to the 
city, not only to the tax base but to 
the overall image of the city." 

What say the wise consumer? 

Mary Wozniak covers City Hall fpr 
the Niagara Gazette. 
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Mega mall 
draws ire 
of citizens 
By Cheryl Greenhouse 
Niagara Gazette 

True to the fears expressed by city 
officials, Wednesday's public scoping 
meeting on the issues that need to be 
explored in an environmental impact 
statement for the proposed Factory 
Outlet Mega Mall turned into a forum 
for people to voice opposition to the 
project. 

More than 100 people filled the 
Council Chambers in City Hall and 
a bout 21 people expressed their views 
on the project. 

Most comments focused on the dis­
placement of residents and small 
businesses, the demolition of the St. 
Sarkis Armenian Church, 300 Ninth 
St., and other churches in the mall 
site, and future traffic patterns. 

Because a $4 million federal Hous~ 
ing and Urban Development grant 
will be used to help fund the mall pro;. 
ject, and because the project is ex-­
pected to have a significant impact 
on the environment, the city must 
prepare a draft environmental im• 
pact statement to comply with the 
National Environmental Policy act of 
1969. 

Richard A. Harrall, principal piau­
Ding and development consultant foi' 
Harrall-Michalowski Associates, the 
company that will be preparillg the 
environmental impact statement, 
said the draft should be done in late 
June. 

A public bearing on the statement 
will be held after the draft is com­
pleted. 

"We don't feel that the city should 
go out of its way to approach a devel­
oper like Benderson at the expense of 
residents and businesses that have 
been paying taxes,'' said Christopher 
Chiappone, who represented a con­
struction business at 240 Portage 
Road. "H Canadians want to come 
over and shop, let them buy Armeni­
an food or Italian food. Let's pre. 
serve our heritage., 

The proposed $111 million mall 
would consist of nearly 100 acres bor· 
dered by Niagara Street, Buffalo 
Avenue, Quay Street and Portage 
Road. About 275 properties would be 
demolished, displacing about 98 
homeowners, 250 residential tenants 
and 45 commercial and community 
entities, including several churches. 

uwe came here for our religious 
freedom," said Alexander Arutunjan 
of Willow Avenue, a parishioner at 
St. Sarkis Armenian Church. uwe 
are not looking for money. We want 
our churches and community centers 
to stay where they are., 

The Rev. Margaret Wilson, a 30· 
year-resident of Ninth Street, said 
she does not mind making way for 
the mall as long as the Armenian 
church can stay. : 

11My property is right in front of 
the Armenian Church. You're wel­
come to take my house as long as you 
get me a place to stay in Lockportt 
she said. 11You can take my house, 
but leave the Armenian Churcll 
there." 



Our Armenian people have wit· 
By Deran Hanesian nessed the destruction of our church~ 

Tbe . first ArmeDian immigrants es by Persians, Arabs, Seljuk l)u'ks, 
began ·to arrive. in Niagara Falls Mongols and .Ottoman Turks who 
about the turn of this century. Immi. have conquered our land over these 

fration was slow until the World War past 2,000 years. It seems that weAr· 
period. Seventy.five years ago, on meDians build, and others destroy 

April 24, 1915, the government of ot. what we have built. 
toma11, Turkey embarked upon the at. St. Sarkis, in particular, and the 
tempted genocide of the Armenian Armenian Church, in general, rep. 
people. Villages were decimated, resent more to us than a house of 
churches destroyed, and 1.5 million worship. They represent to us our 

~ people were massacred. It was to be homeland from which we were 
the final solution to the Armenian evicted over the centuries, and fl. 
question. Many of the survivors came nally by the Turks in ·1915. They rep. 

• to Niagara Falls and among them, resent to us our history and above all, 
•· my parents. The Armenian commu. our Christian history which placed us 
• nity in Niagara Falls grew and al. in the role of being the first nation in 

: most all of the immigrants setUed in the world to accept Christianity as a 
·: the East Falls Street area. They state religion. This event occurred in 
.: : began to rebuild their lives, bad new . 301 A.D. , 
:: families again, built ~omes and Barbaric conquerors, through the 
:. dr~amed of an Armeman chur~h. history of mankind, have destroyed 
• : :rhis dream began to become reality and pillaged. Who, however, would 
: · m the 1920s when ground was pur. ever dream that our church our 
: ~ chased at the comer of Ninth and roots, our history would be destroyed 
• : East Falls Streets. The exact year, I by intelligent people in Niagara 1 
: · believe, was 1924. Falls? 
:: . Then came 1929, the Great Depre~- Who, furthermore, would ever 
.. • swn. These events shatterecf thell' dream that the reason for this de· 

dreams. Many, inc~uding my father,· struction is, for all things, tbe con­
worked at the Alummum Company of struction of a mall to house factory 

• America plant, which was located ouUet stores 
• near ~ present site of the Howard Why, I ask, cannot our architects 

JohDson s Hotel, not far from ~e use imagination and incorporate this 
: falls. The plant closed and along With ancient history into the mall? Why 
• massive layoffs at other plants, must this history, be destroyed? The 

many were out.of work. . churches were not destroyed in down-
• The economic struggle continued town Niagara Falls during urban re-

throughout th~ 1930s, but. the ~eam newal. Churches.weren't destroyed in 
of an Armeman church m N11gara Newark, N.J. during urban renewal. 
Falls never died. In the the Wall Street area, the old 

During the 1940s, the war brought Trinity Church and cemetery, togeth­
. prosperity to the factories in Niagara er with a nearby tiny, lovely, old 

Falls. Many of the children of these Greek Church, stand among the tow. 
• immigrants served in the Armed ering skyscrapers. Why not destroy 

Forces. The war ended and our sol· these churches?· Were they not in the 
diers returned.·· · way? Was land not valuable where 

New families were formed and the they stood? In Budapest, HUQgary, 
first grandchildren of the immigrants th~ ~oclern Bu.dapest Hilton was 
were born. Having found new seeuri. bU!it m a ~to!'lc a~a .and the at· 
ty ecomonically, the immigrants chitect,. usmg unagmati~n, ·built a 
began to purchase new homes in the modern hotel to blend With the ar. 
more affluent area one or two blocks chitecture of an ancient church on 
north of East Falls Street. A few, for. the site. 
tunate enough to own automobiles, Our people have suffered through. 
moved a bit farther away. With the out history. Finally, in Niagara Falls 
new security and stability, the com. after a long struggle, a dream of a 
munity began to vigorously develop church became a reality. · , 
the plans for our church and fulfill a I· do not believe that the citizens of 
long dream. · Niagara Falls can accept the de-

. · Finally, ground was broken in the struction of our church. Certainly the 
early 1950s and the ground was imagination of the planners,· devel~ 

· blessed with· our nr76 oil. St. Sarkis opers, and architects is not that lim. 
was coDseerated in September, 1953. ited that they cannot save these 
Tbe holy oil used in both conseera. structures, representative of an an. 
tiona represented continuity. Unfor. eient, persecuted people. Is our onl1 

· tunately, my faijler never saw his alternative to place these same peo • 
. • · dream, and I was elected to our first ple and the governme.Qt of the eitJ of ; 
: ~ parish.councn. · Niagara .-alls alongside the Per. 1 

: ~ It was during this period that the sians, Arabs, Seljuk Turks, Kongola, 
·: Niagara Mohawk Power Corp.'s and Ottoman ~ks who defeated us 
: • plant collapsed into the gorge and es- and the.ll destroyed our homes and 
·: sentially eliminated all 25-cyele our churches? · 
: : power to the old factories. Many fac. 1 pray not, because the end result 
• . tn.; •• laft Niu•r• li'a11•. would be the same for our people. 
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- . • '"tO Niagara i'ill'Sand'*a'inoiiftliem, te'S~ltno·us-our·nistory-ana·aoov~nlll, 
• : my parents. The Armenian commu- our Christian history which placed us 
: : nity in Niagara Falls grew and al- in the role of being the first nation in 
:. most all of the immigrants setUed in the world to accept Christianity as a 
- ~ the East Falls Street area. They state religion. This event occurred in 
:: began to reb~d theU: lives, had new 301 A.D. 
•• families aga1n, bu11t homes and Barbaric conquerors, through the 
:: dreamed of an Armenian church. history of mankind, have destroyed 
: · This dream began to become reality and pillaged. Who, however, would 
·: in the 1920s when ground was pur- ever dream that our church, our 
: ~ chased at the corner of Ninth and roots, our history would be destroyed 
: · East Falls Streets. The exact year, 1 by intelligent people in Niagara 1 
:: believe, was 1924. Falls? 
: Then came 1929, the Great Depres- Who, furthermore, would ever 

:: sion. These events shatterecf their dream that the reason for this de­
dreams. Many, including my father,· struction is, for all things, the con­
worked at the Aluminum Company of struction of a mall to house factory 

• America plant, which was located ouUet stores. 
near the present site of the Howard Why, I ask, cannot our architects 

• JohnSOn's Hotel, not far from the i · · · • falls. The plant closed and along with use magmation and mcorporate this 
massive layoffs at other plants, ancient history into the mall? Why must this history be destroyed? The 

• many were out of work. churches were not destroyed in down­
• The economic struggle continued town Niagara Falls during urban re­

throughout the 1930s, out the dream newal. Churches weren't destroyed in 
of an Armenian church in Niagara Newark, N.J. during urban renewal. 

~ Falls never died. In the the Wall Street area, the old 
• During the 1940s, the war brought Trinity Church and cemetery, togeth· 

prosperity to the factories in Niagara er with a nearby tiny, lovely, old 
Falls. Many of the children of these Greek Church, stand among the tow. 
immigrants served in the Armed ering skyscrapers. Why not destroy 
Forces. The war ended and our sol· these churches? Were they not in the 
dien returned. way? Was land not valuable where 

New families were formed and the they stood? In Budapest, Hungary, 
first grandchildren of the immigrants the modern Budapest Hilton was 
were born. Having found new securi- built in a historic area and the ar­
ty ecomonically, the immigrants chitect,. usinf imagination, built a 
began to purchase new homes in the modern bote to blend with the ar- . 
. more affluent area one or two blocks chitecture of an ancient church on 1 

north of East Falls Street. A few, for- the site. 
tunate enough to own automobiles, Our people have suffered.tbrougb. 
moved a bit farther away. With the out history. Finally, in Niagara Falls 
new security and stability, the com- after a long struggle, a dream of a 
munity began to vigorously develop church became a reality. 
the plans for our church and fulfill a 1 do not believe that the citizens of 
long dream. · Niagara Falls can accept the de-

- · Finally, ground was broken in the struction of our church. Certainly the 
early 1950s and the ~round was imagination of the planners, devel­
blessed with· our nr76 oil. St. Sarkis opers, and architects is not that lim· 
was consecrated in September, 1953. ited that they cannot save these 
The holy oil used in both consecra· structures, representative of an an­
tions represented continuity. Unfor- cient, persecuted people. Is our only 
tunately, my fat,Jler never saw his alternative to place these same peo. 

. • dream, and I wu elected to our first ple and the government of the city of . 
: parish council. Niagara Falls alongside the Per- , 
· It was during this period that the sians, Arabs, Seljuk Turks, Mongols, · 

: Niagara Mohawk Power Corp.'s and Ottoman Turks who defeated us 
: ··plant collapsed into the gorge and es- and then destroyed our homes and 
·: senti ally eliminated all 25-cycle our churches? 
: ~ power to the old factories. Many fac. I pray not, because the end resul~ 
: · tories left Niagara Falls. would be the same for our people. 
: ~ Simultaneously, urban renewal be· 
:: came important everywhere in down· DeraJJ BBJJesialJ is profeaor ol 
··: town Niagara Falls. Many fine old chemical etJgiiJeerhJg aDd actmx dep. 
:: buil~lnJs were des~_rored, but utydirectorattbeCenterforPfastics 
: · churches were not. They exist among Recyclillg Research ill Piscataway, 
: : the new buildings to this day. N.J. ' . 
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I am not of Armenian descent but I 
grew up with a friend who is. 

Through him I came to know and 
become friends with many people of 
the Armenian community. They are 
a proud, close-knit people, very 
friendly and very helpful to those in 
need. They have suffered much in 
their history. They came to enjoy this 
country to escape persecution and to 
enjoy religious and personal free. 
dom. Their churches are a rallying 
point for them, a place to get togeth­
er, to remember, to worship. 

Now someone wants to take that 
away from them for the sake of an. 
other mall. 

I find it hard to believe in this age 
of advanced engineering and technol· 
ogy that they can't find a way to ine· 
porporate two churches in the (mall) 
design, as was done in Toronto. We 
all know who this mall is being built 
for. 

I think it's time for our city govern. 
ment to start caring for the people 
who live here as much as they care 
for the people who shop here. 

-Gary McMahon 
Niagara Falls 



~:n~uc~;"~;JH~ F1;i(;" 
· must not doom church 
I As parents, we are eoncemed about 

the planned demolition of St. Sarkis 
Armenian Apostolic Church in Nia~­
ra Falls by the city in order to bu1ld 
the proposed Benderson mall. 

The plan is to raze our church in 
order to provide parking space for the 
mall. 

There's nothins new about propos­
ina demolition of churches in Niapra 
Falls for city projects. In the past. our 
downtown churches were threatened 
in the massive acquisition for the 
present Rainbow Center. Thankfully, 
those churches were spared. Now St. 
Sarkis is experiencing the same trau­
ma. 

We deplore the lack of conscience 
on the part of city planners to turn 
consecrated earth mto tarred surface 
for automobiles. Our church is deter­
mined to stay and co-exist with the 
planned malt. Perhaps our fight 
qainst such questionable and uncon­
scionable tactics will preserve the 
sanctity of future houses of worship 
they may want out of their way .. 

ELl OTABACHIAN 
OONNA M. OTABACHIAN 

Niagara Falls 

-



From our readers 
'"~.:ft~ ~")"' :.~f't 10 

; Veterans w nt 
I churches kept 

The membership of the Armenian 
American Vets are asking all the vet­
erans in Niagara County to support 
us in the fight to save our churches 
from needless destruction. 

Since our existence in 1946, we vets 
of World War II, Korea and Vietnam 
have never asked others for help. We 
were too proud, but our churches 
mean too much to us and the loss 
would be too great for us not to ask. 

A sketch of the proposed Benderson 
Mega Mall is available at the Niaga. 
ra Falls Engineer Department. It 
shows that the Armenian churches 
are nowhere near the mall. The 
churches are about 400 feet west of 
the Niagara County Building that is 
staying. Then why the destruction? 
For greed and power! 

For 44 years we vets believed the 
statement, "for God and country." 
Now there are people who want to 
take "God" out of the statement and 
make it "for greed and country." 

- Arsen Garijanian 
Armenian American Veterans 

Lewiston 



Wh\/d~;" 
worshippers? 

Through 40 years of Communist OC· 
cupation of Poland, there have been 
many church-state conflicts, ba. 
rassments, and persecution of the 
Catholic faithful. The United States, 
on the other band, has prided itself on 
its many freedoms, not the least of 
which is the freedom to worship. I am 
afraid this freedom is being eroded. 

In Poland, when a church stood in 
the way of urban development (and 
many churches there are larger than 
St. Hagop's and St. Sarkis' put to· . 
gether), the government moved it to 
a location approved by the church au. 
thorities, at its own expense. Why 
was this possible? Because the peo. 
ple stood up for their rights. 

The people of Nia~ara Falls, re· 
gardless of their relig1ous affiliation, 
should protest with one voice against 

: this gross infringement of the rights 
; of the Armenian faithful in our city. 
Otherwise, freedom of religion will 
exist only for the largest groups or 
when religious wonbip does not get 
in the way of big business. 

-Wanda Slawlnaka 
Niagara Falla 

• 



From our readers 
NIX(1....r• z.;;.-,cltt: 4'/r/~., 

Mall project 
is critiqued 

We are be~ subjected to another 
well-planned b1t of propaganda as to 
why the citizens and taxpayers 
should furnish land and money to 
bankroll another shopping mall for 
outside interests. They are using an 
edited tape as a wedge to soften any 
local objections to back this money­
mater. 

My question is why go over 500 
miles to use a mall located in Poto­
mac Mills, Va., as a model when we 
have some of the finest malls in the 
northeastern part of the United 
States as models? 

Their attitude seems to say that 
our shoppers in this area have to be 
brought up to the present method of 
creating malls. Let me say the shop­
pers in this area are experts when it 
comes to malls. Within a radius of 30 
miles of this city there are 10 or 12 of 
the finest malls open for the most dis­
criminatll!g shopper in our area. 
Also, locally, with the Summit Part 
Mall. we have a fine and vert suc­
cessful operation right here at home, 
plus the various plaza types in the 
Town of Niagara and on Military 
Road. 

Now, as to conditions under which 
the Potomac Mills mall was built. I 
wonder if they are the the same fac­
ing downtown Niagara Falls? Has 
Potomac Mills lost most of its tax 
base? Has it lost over half of its in­
dustrt and has the population fallen 
from 110,000 to about 65,000 in a few 
years? 

And who supports this mall in Poto­
mac Mills? Wealthy people, retired 
people, or middle income people? 
And does it have the competition that 
this area has for the shopping dol­
lars? I'm sure it does not have a situ­
ation that we have here due to the 
influx of trade and shoppers from our 
friends across the border. This by the 
way can only be considered as being 
on a temporary basis due to the value 
of the Canadian dollar at present and 
the laek of strict enforcement of the 
duty on purchased goods by Canadi­
an authorities. 

I believe it is only fair if these busi· 
nessmen behind the Benderson mall 
are businessmen and if this is such a 
brilliant idea they should not hesitate 
to put their money where their mouth 
is or shut up. 

I have said many times in the past. 
Niagara Falls bas been "malled to 
death." 

- C.P. WIUiamaon 
Niagara Falla· 



Armeni2m ehulches fight move 
tO ·make· way ·for. Falls mall -
BtJOANN$CELSA 'lit£ ~yflti..O ·NE-wS be rued 10 make a parldJIIIot. We ccmsider this 

,. !WI Nititi- c...t.P .._ Lf I I { lf 0 CXIDieiDied pouDd,. Ms. Mukbtarian llid. 
· Larry Kriza11, city development coonliutor, 

l'fll''U"'""' PAUB - Menl1len of 11110 Anw- said the Armenian dum:hes are stratqically locat-
cpllllqll• ~Ill Nimh want to IIIOWI ed at what is to ·be the main a~trancc 10 tbe mall 

~POIIIIIUU.J alillilla~ at Quay aad.Eut F811s-.._ ' ,. ' ' . ·• ., ne dlun:h apokeawomen said Armenians be-

lieft dial oace chun:h IJ'I)und is consecrated, it 
CIDDOt be unconsecrated 

•u il ·IKriJelious that anyone would tear it 
down to make a parking loL . . . We don't let 
1JICIIIIe walk around on our altar. lttUJ4ine people 

-we • IQ:l pen:em api111t diem .U.. ow partdJIItbeir aus on it, • Ms. Mukhtanan said. 
tJuildia& dDwll. We don't waa& mocatioa, ... we Sbe said only those who are officiatin$ at Mass 
don't want any moaey, -s_ we doa't walll lllem are allowed to walk on the altar and only m special 
-~ the clwrdl_ -~- . . •. ,. , ~-- · . foo!WI!$r for tha_t use. 
:oMr dlildlliill 'WIIII-..niiJ · · , · ._. ",. ~- . Ms. Mukhtartan says she 

·' _. ~~ ~ . . ~We tlliLli.,,Jit;t;t -to the be.lieve$ IPI!riq the 
~IDto&paltinglot, ..;.II_ rv. · .. -~. ><. • ""'luz, churches wouldn't detract 
_said Harry bblduuliaa.C;$1. • ...,.._ rrl CQII~ z 1 t S from the mall. Sbe said 
Jteiop's. .- ,J._.;;.. ,,._,"''&--flo , . three chun:hes- SL Mary 

1111kbaDiuJ taiciJoCal ~ . Wllf(JI.W~ ". ~"" _ • of the Cataract Catholic 
menians, includilll liWIY · ....... · ' AWe Church ,at 259 Fourth St., 

· · ed h · · SL Peter s Ep1scopal Church 
wllo amnuarat . ere an .St. Stu/cis A.rmllliaiJ Chiii'Ch parishioner on Rainbow Boulevard and 
fear of lll8U8CRS 111 Tllllcey, Second Street and First 
find tbe tbr!!$1 of lollina tbe . Presbyterian Church of Hi-
church veey 4i~ This year, he said, the apra Falls at 311 Rainbow Boulevard North -
AnneDian eommuaity 11 commemorati111 tbe 75th were spared wben the rest of the downtown area 
anni~ of tbe eventa of 1915, when, Ar· was rued during tbe heyday of urban renewal. 
menians claim, I.S million ,_, IIIUiilcred by ~ add humanity to the downtown area, • she 
Turks. said. 

"Now, in Ni8pra Falls our people are bei111 She also noted that the city does not plan to 
morally musac:red and mentally devastated, • Ish- acquire Holy Trinity Catholic Church on Eut 
kbanian said. Falls Sareet or New Hope Baptist Church on Butra-

Mqaie Abdo of SL 5arlds llid church members 1o A venue. 
don't Wllllt to atop the retail development, but Krizan said the Baptist church is near several 
desire only to prevent their church from being properties, like the Ni8pra Frontier Transporta­
demolislled to make way for iL lion Authority bus terminal, that the city does not 

MWe am live next to the mall. We am coexist. intend. to acquire. TJte area, Jle added, is not in 
That'll what we'd lib to ·do • Ms. Abdo said. the pnme commemal space. 
Church members, she added, ~ncouraae coMtrUc- He said the Holy Trinity site would be impor­
tion oftbe mall, wllich they believe would beautify tant to the project, but the city beli~ves the ~t-to 
the area and benefit the entire community. acquare the church would be prohib1hve. Krizan 

St. Sarkis at 300 Ninth St. and St. Hagop at 322 also said Holy Trinity is a much older building 
Ninth St. are am0111 about 320 properties that the than the Armenian churches. It also is historically 
city plans to acquire and demolish in the I 00-acre and ~b~tecturaJiy prominent,. which might make 
area bounded by Quay Street, Niagara Slreet, Por- the budding d1fficult to demolish. 
,tsge Road and Bul'falo Avenue. He said tbe decisions on wbat churches would 

Ms. Abdo and Mary M. Mulchtarian are the be acquired were made on financial, geographical 
spokeswomen for St. Sarkis, which bas about 800 and historical factors, not religious ones. 
members in Western New York. lshkhanian is Community Development Director William K. 
chairman of the board of trustees of St. Hagop's, Clark said the city bas met once or twice with 
which bas about I 00 members. The churches are members of each church and plans to continue to 
the only Armenian houses of worship within a work with them to find alternate locations for tbe 
three-hour drive and serve the Armenian commu- churches. He said officials hope the churches will 
nity throughout Western New York. remain in the city because of the contribution they 

"'ur view is we bave no intent of moviag, • make to the cultural diversity of the community. 
Ms. Mukhtarian said. If the city and churches cannot come to an 

Ms. Abdo and Ms. Mukhtarian, who both live agreement, Clark said the city could acquire them 
in Williamsville, said they especially oppose the through its right of eminent domain. 
city's plan becaUSe their cburcb isn't needed for The church spokesmen said few, if any, 
the mall itself. churches' members will be relocated because oftbe 

"We bave been very upset that our church wUI mall, because most live north of Niagara StreeL 


