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City of N1ag)ard Falls, New York

Oflice of the Mayor

MICHAEL C. O LAUCGHLEN
NMaver

July 24, 1990

Boaxd of Directors
St. Sarkis Armenian Church
St. Hagops Armenian Church

Dear Members of St. Sarkis and St. Hagops:

Over the last several months, the City of Niagara
Falls, in its effort to secure a location for the Mega Mall
and the financial and employment benefits which would
result, has had the opportunity to meet with representatives
of both the St. Sarkis and St. Hagops churches. The
following two conditions have been accepted by the City as
non-negotiable by the Armenian community and serve as the
basis for the attached proposal.

1. No portion of the Armenian land must be touched.

2. The Armenian Community has no interest in a buy
out, as all land must stay in the possession of
the Armenian community for religious purposes
only.

The City also understands that if the churches are not
disturbed, the congregations are willing to enhance the
visual aspects of the property and are willing to support
the development of the mall.

It must be understood that this proposal is not firm,
but must be in place prior to further negotiations with
other principal parties. Should the other third parties
fail to participate, the City may be forced to re-evaluate
its proposal to the Armenian churches for the overall good
of the community.

Sincerely,

ICHAEL C. O/LAUGHLIN
Mayor
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CONTINGENT QEQN THIRD PARTY AGREEMENTS

The City shall . . . .

a.

b.

~ Agree.to.leave the propexty of "both ¢hurches

undisturbed by eminent domain actions.

Agree to provide both churches with reasonable
parking and access in perpetuity so long as the
property is used for primarily religious purposes,

St. Sarkis and St. Hagops shall . . .

-

b.

Agree to retain the respective ownerships and to
use the properties only for religious purposes.

Agree that in the event that one or both of the
properties shall not be used for primarily
religious purposes, then the subject property or
proparties, shall be sold only to the City of
Niagara Falls at a price of $250,000 per property
fixed at January 1, 1991, and escalated by a
percentage equal to the ¢onsumer price index
a."w,-ly, until the time of sale, ‘

Agrae 'to enhance the esthetics of the propertzes
to the maximum feasible degree.

Agree to define religious purpose as:

1. All Christian worship services of the
Armenian culture,

2. All religious or cultural celebrations and
obgervances of the Armenian culture and
Christian beliefs.

3. All educational or cultural programs related
to the Armenian culture or Armenian Christian
belietf.

The City, St. sarkis, and St. Hagops agree to have
their reaspective legal counsels meet to construct a
formal document setting forth this agreement in legally
binding form after the City shall signal that the . ‘
referencad third party agreements have bheen secured
(respective liability questions will alsc be
addressed) .



