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Miss Kar7 T. Cochrane 
Parishioner 
St. Pete• Araenian Apostolic Charch 
100 Trey-Schenectady Road 
Watervliet, ••• York 10189 
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Diocese of the Armenian Church of Aaerica 
6)0 Seconl Avenue 
New York, N.Y. 10016 · 

I am writing the enclosed letter ia response to an urgent balletin 
tut has appeared <in a7 Church's latest e41tien et its Looaant.• It 
concern~· the quistiolialJfi fate: ef·the ~i'tila'·-st·. 'Sarkis A.Nil\ian .. 
Church of Niagara Falls and the decision by prominent officials of that 
City to erect a ahoppiag Qenter in its place if the city should procure 
by means legal or otherwise the lancl 1 t is curea'Uy situated upon. 
Naturally when I first .read this article I was tille4 with outrage, 
bat not oJlly because of the iapend.ing lou of such a valu.'Dle iuti tution 
and baiston of local and regienal co-UlitJ. The Fate, also, of the 
Araenian people in these bewildering aacl often dark 487S remains ever 
heavy upon •7 mindt it is not as if an entire eongregation can siaply 
be merged o~ relocated to anether church antil sueh acco.-o4ation oan 
be aade fer taea. Anaeaian Church.. are ball t not oDl.y wi til baMera 
e4 ohise1e a.t··:tlfia -Mat··f:;T~~ llrewl~'-tllt'1ftlti!!:::•dll;1:__.~,!11.18::•: .. ····"" ·:;,...-~~r: 
jeyoua singiag, and each brick settled iato place is a tiny piece of 
Hope reborn, of dre ... aolid1:t1edt o~ triuaeh over dea~h ana hate and 
IndifferQoe, that 'rhiDc wllicll is worse. ~han A&u, &D4 efttm atroacer 
iJl its perverse W&J tlaan the se•in.gl.J 'blind :toroea o't love. ••re ••• 
anything, ov cent1n•ed exiateaoe as a people in tllia Ceat11Q' is a 
searing victoey o:tver Indifference. Bach Armenian Church in this countey 
ana around the world :tor ae is a shiaing star in an eatJ aea ef d.arkD.eaa , 
and a olou.dl.eas nipt. And every tiae a Church is •ea~ro;re4 i11 aDJ WQ, 
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physically or otherwise, 'but especially p:Ryaically (for so maay of oar 
others have been, alredy, Over There, and of course they are irreplacable) 
a tiny bright star in that ebony sea flickers out. While it lives, it 
may appear frail and peluci4, giving to the naked eye little light, but 
how great the glory of its prescense if viewed throagh a lens, or hew 
omnipotent its light to a weary traveller oa aa etherwise ill-illaainated 
Nightl Each one, however outwardly unrepossessiag, haa its Mission, 
great in the eyes of He Who watches over thea, aa4 although He chooses 
no favorites He shewen u:pen t~ea Rl.r"ltt'l~'le'f'hlc•kiaa-. Eaeh Church 
is a fountain of streagth and Light, if little else. 

I say these things heret of coarse, because you would understand 
them better thaa aayene else, aad -ecause they are ay deepest thouaghts on 
this particular aatter, which caanet be iacl\ided in the following letter. 
Shopping malls have been and are proliferating everywhere, spreuding 
like tuagus whnever there is a co .. unity of two or aore people, it seeas, 
and altheqgh the pheneaenon has been steadily gaiaing streagta aad 
moaentua over the past generation and decade, ~or soae reason this year 
it has beell accelarating with an al&rllling venceance. ant\ I c&Dnot 
think tlla~ it is aere coiaeite~ce. I have always "he-.ght taat ShepJtiag 
malls do no~ free a commwnity but place its people in greater blindness 
and bondage, just as •Five-Year-Plan" propoganda nuabed tae minds of 
workers in abe erstwhile co .. uniat aatiens• and aow that the Cold War 
appears to be over.- ia literature at least ant 1• taeoey, and that 
Americans must now look beyond delasions and see Life 1m the face, that 
there are forces ia this coua~ who are alarmed at the thought of aD7 
such impending disaster, and .-at needs keep the populace satiated and 
lazy and under cintrol ••• 

But enough of this. I aa aware that I aust present the followimg 
letter to a Niagara City Official in care of St. Sarkis Church. However, ~ 

the article 4i4 net give any inforaatioa as to the naaes or addresses 
of any of these cstticlal.s, and I am at a leas. '"~'"~M"H"il1 Looaaper 
last night, and I aa leaving for a trip tomorrow aor.aing. I will not 
be able to get this iaforaation. If so .. one could please fill in the 
naae of an appropriate official in the following letter, I would graetly 
appreciate it. 

Tank you for your tiae aad censiseration, and God bless you. 

- ;· 

Sincerel:,y, 

~.~rr~ 


