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" Miss Mary T. Cochrane

Parishioner

St. Peter Armenian Apostolic Ghnrch
100 Trey-Schenectady Road
Watervliet, Mew York 10189

July 23, 1990
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Diocese of the Armenian Church of America
630 Seconf Avenue
New York, N.Y. 10016

To Whom It May Cencern:

I am writing the enclosed letter in response to an urgent bullotin

that has appeartd 1n ny Church's 1atest odition ef 1t¢ ggggggg;

Church of Niagara Falls and the decision by prominent officials of that
City to erect a shoppimg center in its place if the city should procure
by means legal or otherwise the land i1t is currently sltuated upon.
Naturally when I first read this article I was filled with outrage, .
but not only because of the impending loss of such a valuable imstitution f
and baiston of lecal and regienal community. The Pate, alse, of the
Armenian people in these bewildering and often dark days remains ever
heavy upon my minds it is not as if an entire congregation can simply
be merged of relocated to anether church until sueh accommodation can
be made for them. Azlanian Churches are built net only with hanacrs
and ohisels and’ ths Sweat G the brow, But-With bicbd- and Sekrs and
jeyous singing, and each brick settled imto place is a tiny piece ef
Hope reborn, of dreams solidified, of triumeh over death and hate and
Indifferance, that Thing which is worse than hate, and often stronger

in its perverse way than the seemingly blind forces of love. MNMore than
anything, our centinued existence as a people in this Century is a
searing victory ofver Indifference. Each Armenian Church in this conntry

and around the world for me is a shining star in an emty sea of darkness

and a cloudless night. And every time a Church is destroyed in any ng..
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physically or otherwise, but especially physically (for so many ef our
others have been, alredy, Over There, and of course they are irreplacable)
a tiny bright star in that ebony sea flickers out. While it 11veé. it
may appear frail and pelucid, glving to the naked eye little light, but
how great the glery of its prescense if viewed through a lens, or how
omnipotent its light to a weary traveller on an otherwise ill-illuminated
Night! Each one, however outwardly unrepossessing, has its Mission,
great in the eyes of He Who watches over them, and although He chooses

no faverites He showers upen them 211 Hian loviag-kimdness. Eaeh Church
is a fountaln of strength and Light, if little else.

I say these things here, of course, because you would understand
them better than anyone else, and because they are my deepest thouughts on
this partieular -atter; which cannet be included in the following letter.
Shopping malls have been and are preliferating everywhere, spreuding
like fungus whnever there is a community of two or more people, it seems,
and altheugh the phenomenon has been steadily galning strength and
momentum over the past generation and decade, for some reason this year
it has been accelarating with an alarming vengeance. and I cannot
think that it is mere coincidence. I have always thought that Shopping
malls do not free a community but place its people in greater blindness
and bondage, just as "Five-Year-Plan" propoganda numbed the minds of
workers in khe ersiwhile Communist natienss and now that the Cold War
appears to be over, im literature at least and in theory, and that
Americans must now look beyond delusions and see Life in the face, that
there are forces im this country who are alarmed at the thought of any
such impending disaster; and must needs keep the pepulace satiated and
lazy and under céntrol...

But enough of this. I am aware that I must present the following
letter to a Niagara City O0fficial in care of St. Sarkis Church. However, -
the article did net give any information as to the names or addresses

of any of these oTflicldls, and T am at a loss. "T-reeieved my Loosaper

last night, and I am leaving for a trip tomorrow morning. I will not
be able to get this information. If someone could please fill in the
name of an appropriate official in the follewing letter, I would graetly
appreciate it.

Tank you for your time and consiseration, and Ged bless you.

Sincerely,

S T P



