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The Primate of the Armenian Diocese of North America, His
Grace Archbishop Torkom Manoogian was born in Baghdad, Irag, in
1919 and was christened Avedis. 1In 1931 he entered the Theological
Seminary of the Armenian Patriarchate of Jerusulem, and in 1935 was
ordained a deacon by the Patriarch Torkom of Jerusalem. In 1939 up-
on graduation he was ordained to the priesthood by Patriarch Mesrob
of Jerusalem.

During his stay at the monastery, Father Torkom served as Di-
rector of the Publications and was a member of the editorial staff
of "Sion", the official publication of the Patriarchate.

The Very Rev. Torkom Manoogian arrived in the United States
in 1946 and until 1951 he served as pastor of the Holy Trinity Ar-
menian Church of North Philadelphia. During his stay in Philadelphia,
as his first parish PFather Torkom organized and directed the many
organizations affiliated to the parish: Ladies and youth groups,
choir and choral group. It is worth mentioning the Torkomiantz Cho-
ral Group, organized and directed by the talented pastor which proved
several successful performances in Philadelphia and in New York.

During 1956-60 Father Torkom served as the Dean of the Seminary
in Jerusalem. Upon his return to the United States he entered the
Episcopal Theological Seminary in Cambridge, Massachusetts to fur-
ther his studies.

In 1962 Rev. Manoogian was elected Primate for the Western
Diocese in Cglifornia, where he served with vigor and dedication.
He was consecrated a Bishop by His Holiness Vazken I of All Armen-
ians in 1962 upon his election as Primate.

In 1966 the Eastern Diocesan Assembly of New York elected Bish-
op Torkom Mancogian as the Primate of the Eastern Diocese of the
Armenian Church of North America and Canada. During his first term
the Primate was able to reach the many needs of the various phases
of the Diocese, especially to organize the consecration of St. Var-
tan Cathedral in April 1968 and the subsequent functioning of the
Cathedral and Diocese headquarters.

In 1970 the Primate who was given the title of Archbishop by
the Catholicos of All Armenians in 1968, was re-elected to the
office of the Primate by the 68th Diocesan Assembly convened here
in Cheltenham, Pennsylvania.
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PATRONS

Mr. & Mrs. Alex Alexanian Mr. & Mrs. Mourad Gutchigian

Mr. & Mrs. Mamas Alexanian Mr. & Mrs. John Hoplamazian

Mr. & Mrs. Harry Andonian Mr. & Mrs. Zaven Hovsepian

Mr. & Mrs. Aram Attarian Mr. & Mrs. Andre Jevardian

Mr. & Mrs. Azad Attarian Mr. & Mrs. Vartan Javian

Mr. & Mrs. John Attarian Mr. & Mrs. George KapeghianA

Mr. & Mrs. Mason Avrigian Mr. & Mrs. Arsen Kashkashian

Mr. & Mrs. Nagareth Baker Mr. & Mrs. Clement Kashkashian

Mr. & Mrs. Sarkis Baldadian Mr. & Mrs. Minas Malbumiaﬁ

Mr. & Mrs. John Bebirian Mr, & Mrs. Sarkis Manoogian

Mr. & Mrs. Aram Boornazian Dr. & Mrs. Hrant G. Marcarian

Mr. & Mrs. Avedis Boornazian Mr. & Mrs. John Mirakian

Mrs. Yeghsa Boornaéian and Mr. & Mrs. Paul Okoorian
Dauvgnters '

Mr. & Mrs. Sooren Paretchanian
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Chakmakian N, & Nba. Wi Burnemin
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Damerjian
Mr. & Mrs. Philip DerPilbosian
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Dertadian

Mr. Jack C. Goushian

Mr. Robert Sarkisian
Mr. & Mrs. George Stepanian
Mr. & Mrs. Karnig Thomassian

Mr. & Mrs. Berj Yeretzian




