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The Wedding Service

Holy Matrimony is a Sacrament of the Armenian
Church in which a man and a woman solemnly vow be-
fore Christ, the priest and the congregation to be true to
each other for life. Their conjugal union is blessed by
Christ through the Church.

The marriage ceremony of the Armenian Church is
steeped in ritual and symbolism. Each of the acts per-
formed during the ceremony has a special meaning and
significance. After being blessed by the priest, rings are
exchanged between the bride and the groom, giving ex-
pression to the fact that the spouses in marriage will con-
stantly be complementing each other. Each will be en-
riched by the union. During the exchange of vows and
later on in the service, the right hands of the bride and
groom are joined to smybolize the “oneness” of the couple.
The rite of.crowning is the climax of the wedding service.
The crowns are the signs of the glory and honor with
which God crowns them during the Sacrament. The
groom and the bride are crowned as the king and queen of
their own little kingdom, the home, which they will rule
with wisdom, justice and integrity. The rite of crowning is
followed by the blessing of the “common cup”, when a
glass of wine is blessed in remembrance of the marriage at
Cana of Galilee which was blessed by Christ’s presence.
The drinking of wine from the “common cup” serves to
impress upon the couple that from that moment on they
will share everything in life, joys as well as sorrows.

At the end of the service the priest blesses the couple,
asking Christ to “protect them under the shadow of Thy
holy and honorable cross in peace.” Thus God’s grace is
imparted to them to live together in His love, mutually
fulfilling and perfecting each other.

The Order of the Service
THE PROCESSIONAL

The Lord’s Prayer
Hymn: Aysor Yergnayinkin (This day the Celestials)

- The Blessing of the Rings

The Exhortation

The Exchange of Vows

Hymn: ©urakh ler Soorp Yegeghetsi (Rejoice, O Holy Church)
The Trisagion

The Litany of the Faithful

Reading from the Epistle to the Ephesians
The Gospel Reading

The Nicene Creed

The Crowning

The Prayer of Crowning

Hymn: Ov Yeranelit (O Thou Blessed of All)
Removal of the Crowns

Blessing of the Common Cup of Wine
Prayer of Dismissal

The Lord’s Prayer

THE RECESSIONAL



