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"Bend your necks to my y'oke, 
and learn from me." 

Matthew II :29 

CHALICE (SUHGEEH) 
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GOSPELSBOOK (A VEDARAN) 
THURIBLE (POUR V AR) 
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DEACON KRIKOR W-\HSEREJIAN 

Deacon Krikor Mili~serejiah was born in 
Allepo, Syria on M3.rch 3-, 1930·. He receiv­
ed his prirCB.ry education in his native 
city. As a child Krikor served his church 
as an Acolyte and received tl1e rank of 
Clerk "'Ibir" in 1942. 

Krikor served in his local church until 
1968 vkten with his family he immigrated to 

·the United States. Krikor is rrarried to 
Anahis nee Mahserejian ar1d is blessed with 
three children Kevork, Zephyr and Mbvses. 

Shortly after 11is arrival Krikor served 
Holy Trinity Church as a Choir member ar1d 
Altar Server and in January of 1984 was 
ordained Sub-deacon by Archbishop Torkom 
M:moogian, the Prirrate. 

Krikor serves his churcr1 faithfully 
each and every Sunc."lay ar1d assists tl1e pas·­
tor in rrany other ways. He presently is- a 
1rember of the Parish Council. 

Deacon Krikor Mahserejian is an active 
rreJW::>er of tlte Armenian comrnuni ty and as.ide 

" -from serving his church he is a nernber of 
tlle Tekeyan Cultural Association ar1d tl1e 
Armenia n Dem:::x:::ratic T....eague. · 
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The Diaconate, Deacons, and Altar S·ervers 

Holy Orders or Ordination is one of the scv.en sacraments of the Church, and one 
of the three major or main orders is that oh he Diaconate (Deacons). The other two 
major orders a rc the Pries thood (Priests) and the Episcopate (Bishops). 

lri the beginning. the Apostles were the sole ministers in the Church. The were the 
teachers. sa nctifiers. a nd r.1.1 lers oftlfe Church. P.s membership in the Church increased, 
the Apost les created other officc·rs to assist them and the first order established was that 
of the Diaconate. 

As heirs to the power of the Apostles:- th e Bishops only can ad minister the sacra­
ment of Ordination. Tzcrnatrootuin (Ordination) translates int o "laying on the hands" 
because the one ac t th at is common to all of the orders is the "imposition of the hands" 
by the Bishop during the ceremony. 

T·herc arc fi ve minor · orders. The first four minor orders arc given at the same 
ordi nm ion ceremony and the-rank is called Tbir (Clerk). The Tbi r is entitled to sing in 
the choi r, serve as an aco lyte, and read the lections duri ng th e Di vine Liturgy. 

An Oura ragi l' (S tole-beare r) ho lds the first 'four minor orde rs with the right to 
wea r the Ou rar (Sto le) which is give n through the ce remony of Devchootuin (Bestow­
·ing of). The ouraragi r has a ll th e privi leges of a Tbir, may also se rve a the altar. a nd 
may do the censing in the ch urch. 

A Gnis-a-sargava rk (Sub-deaco n) holds the highest rank of th e minor orders 
having reac hed the fi fth min or order. T he fi fth ra nk is give n through Ordination a nd 
allovls the Guis-a-sarga vark a ll the privileges of the fi rs t fou r minor orders. In ad diti on, 
he ma:Y hand le and r~ad the Gospel, may ca rry th e empty Sikh (Chalice) . a nd may do 
the censing in th e Church. 

A Sargavark (Deacon) ho lds the six th order which is the first of the major orders 
of Ordination. The Sargavark hs the responsi.bil it y to ass ist the Priest du ring the 
cclebrati.on of th e Divine Liturgy a nd during hourly services or spec ial rit es of th e 
Church. !ly his ra nk , th e Sa rga vark has the pri vileges of the five minor orders. and in 
additio n. he may carry the unco nsecra ted nushka r and wine (Gifts) in the Sikh. 

In order to administer to the spiri tual necessit ies of the fai thful in a Diocese. the 
Primate or Ordinary of the Diocese (Arachn ourt) ma y gra nt spcci'a l privileges, such as 
preaching, adm inistratio n of the sacrame nts , and rites of the' Church, to a Sargavark 
at the time of his Ordination. These special privileges, gra nted by a Primate to Sarga varks 
within his ju(isdiction. norm ally apply to se rvin g a particular ch urch at and for a 
particular time. 

The Ourar (Stole or Orario n) is the distinctive vestmen t of an orda ined Sargavark; 
however. _permissio n to wear an Oura r is some times give n by a Bis hop to persons 
holdi ng !he first fo ur mi nor orde rs. The Ourar is a band or riband about nine feet long 
and four inches wid e wh ich is wo rn on the left should er. hanging loosely in front and 
back . A cross is sewn at the shoul der. front bottom, and back bottom of the Ourar. 
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INVOCATION 

WELCOME .......................... Berjoohy Haigazian, 
Parish Council Chairman 

Chairman, 20th Anniversary Committee 

~TER OF CEREMDNIES ........... . ... Dr . Garo Garibian 

Lt.Jt-:K::H 

PRESENTATION ....................... Dr. Garo Garibian 

ADDRESS .......... .. ... Very Rev. HaiBazoun Melkonian, 
Pastor 

ADDRESS .... His Eminence Archbishop Tbrkom Manoogian, 
Prinate 

BENEDICTION 



ST. JMfES THE APOSTLE 
(Kulkhatir) 

Saine ]ames rhe Aposcle 0 usually called "The 

Grearer" co distinguish him from che ocher Aposcle 

]ames. che "brorhcr" of c.he Lord, who i.s called 

"The Less." He was brocher of john che 

Evangelise, sons of Zebedee, called Sons of 

Thunder- fry our Lord. They were presenc tvith our 

Lord during the Transfiguration and also during 

His agony in the garden of Gechsemani. 

Saine ]ames was. the firsc of che aposclcs co 

st~ffer mar(yrdom and was beheaded by Herod 

.Agrippa c. 42 A. D. Saine ]ames i.s also the patron 

sainc of the church of Spairi. 

According to Holy Tradition c.he. Holy Mother 

cook residence at the home of ]ames afrer the 

Crucifixion. Ic was at his home on the summit of 

Mount Zion chat the Armenian Patriarchate was 

esLablished. And rhcre together wich c.he relics of 

Saint ]ames the "Less" and first bishop of 

Jerusalem tluu his relics rest, the monasCeT)' being 

dedicated co both ]ames'. 
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ST. HRIPSIME 
and her companions 

Thirt)· three nuns under che leadership of 

Gayane e.scaped co Armenia hoping co find n:fugc 

from the Roman Emperor who desired to wed 

Hripsime because of her unusual beauty. The 

Armenian King Dirrad, being in contact with 

Rome, heard of their enrry inro Armenia and 

likewise desired Hripsime. After many efforr.s co 

convince her, the King saw char ic was useless and 

chat she would not consent to his desires, nor would 

she leave her companions, nor the worship of 

Chrisc. The King becoming enraged, had 
Hripsime's congHe cur our firsc.. chen her boJy bumc 

wich greac corches. Her womb was· tom from 6 
body. Afcer all chis, she was dismembered. The 

following day, Gayane and her companions u>ere 
also l71i1rtyred brucally. 

This picture depicts St. Hripsime in the Ararat 

valley where she was mart)'Ted holding a srylized 
model of the church built in her honor, which also 

denotes her martyTdom S)mbolizing her sainrl-:-· 
viccory at•cr death. 



IDNATION OF ALTAR PAINTINGS 

ALBERT AL'ID ES'IHER MJMJIAN have donated the 
altar paintings of St. John the Baptist and 
St. Gregory the Illuminator in loving memory 
of HAGJP AND AROUSIAG GJSTIGIAN. 

The paintings have been rendered in tradi­
tional style by tl1e artist, Robert Williams, 
and depict not only the saint they represent 
but encompass the spiritual meaning as well. 

Aside from the 1~in altar there are tradi­
tionally two side altars in Armenian Churches. 
The left hand altar is dedicated to Mary the 
MJther-of-Gc:d and the right hand altar is 
dedicated to Saint John the Baptist.(Remember 
that sides are determined by looking out from 
the main altar towards the congregation.)Since 
tl1e Picture of Salvation (MJther and Child) 
appears on the Main Altar to avoid redundancy 
tl1e picture of our patron saint, Gregory the 
Illiminator appears in the left hand altar. 
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The will of Mary and Sarkis Mooradian proyid­
ed that two vigil altars be erected in the Church 
as a merrorial to HAGJUP AND MIRIAM t>DORADIAN. 
These altars are adorned by the pictures of Saint 
Hripsine and Saint Janes the ApJstle. 

The artist Michael Meola has depicted tl1e saints 
in typical eastern style. The saint is aproportion­
al to the surroundings ~mich portrays in Armenian 
illuminate art greater spiritual stature.The paint­
ing is done in traditional Armenian style repre­
senting an image rather than the actual, and is 
adorned with gold lea f. 

ST. JOHN 'IHE BAPTIST 

Saint John was the son of Zechariah and 
Elizabeth, cousin of Mar y the Holy Mother­
of-God. 

S'r. JOHN, faithful to the inspiration of 
Divine grace, spent most of his life in 
the wilderness, and becaue the rrodel of 
the I~ny anchorites ~mo later ser ved God 
in the sarre manner. When thirty years old, 
he appeared before tl1e world on the banks 
of the Jordan, as a preacher of penance, 
the precursor of Jesus Christ and "the 
voice of one crying in the wilderness," 
He had tl1e honor of baptizing his Divine 
l1:l.ster and pointing Him out t o his follow­
ers as the Lamb of God. 



ST. GRECDRY 'IHE ILLUMINA'IDR 

Krikor was the son of Anak, brother to 
the Armenian king, Who during the Perso­
Byzantine struggle for control of Anrenia 
was reponsible for the assassination of 
his brother and the royal family except 
for the young Prince Dirtad and his sis­
ter, Khsrovitought. Anak and his family 
v.ere kille.d in return, v,:i th the exception 
of his son Krikor ·Who was secre~ly taken 
to Caesarea in C~ppadocia ( soire- say the 
city of Sebastia). · · · · 

'Ihe young King Dirtad Wa.s sent to Rome 
for his fonral education ~vhere he became 
very renouned for his extraordinary 
strength and valor. upon his return to 
A.I!menia to claim his throne and _passing 
through Caesarea, he took with him from 
that city the _}Oung scribe Krikor. When 
the king later found that Gregory was a 
Christian and refused to ~rship the gods 
and goddesses of the. courj:, he had Gregory 
punished and thrown into a pit (Khor­
virab). Later, his true identity was dis­
covered. St. Gregory spent fourteen years 
in the pit (his imprisoruren:t and delivery 
from the pit are celebrat~d feast days of 
the church). According to so1re church his-­
torians, he was sustained through heavenly 
in-tervention; according to others, through 
the aid of the king' s sister ~..no was a de­
vout C'hristian. 

During Gregory's imprisonrrent, the king 
Hartyred the Hripsimeyan nuns, an act so 
br.utal that· it caused him to lose his 
sanity. Through the intervention of the 
king's. sister, Gregory was called from the 
pit in order to cure the king Whom m one 
dared approach. With his sa i ntly r:owe r, 
Gregory cured the l:;:ing and converted him 
lp Christianity. On the king's recovery, 
the ~..hole of the royal ~ourt was bapt ized 
a nd ChristianitY. W?S declar ed the ryat ional 
religion; Armenia being the first nat ion 
to do so in t11e yea:r 30) 1\_. D. (acco~ding 
to so tre his tor ians~ 287 A. D. ) 




