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Upptqh Qwyp wilpuqm,
Unwgwéd bGp <nlpntuplip 3, 1994 pmuwypp dkp qnjq GuuwlGbpp:
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Nulpnbdplp 4-hG dkip AwdwyGphlG vap wwihp wighimpbwé wnph mpupuyhp lowspy
Qupwup Ypuwuwpluiwg dknGunplyn dbp uGnpwlpp Guwp §'mGLGwGp bpk jhobiwg
whdp pgGEk fhwnbibw) wwydwilp. uwplyuwiwgh Ywd hhuwppuiwgh dinGunpmpbwi
wwpwquwihG wwydwl k np phlyGudnGhpp uwhmbG b wlupw) Yepymy qpuinGuG U
Nwwnwpwqh uwphunwqeh pwdhbGGlpp: Ugu GuuwnwlpG Awdwp Y ipwfippmwpulmwd
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bpgignmmpmGp' Awvwdwyl Uwhup GivwibwGh nwoGwinpmyhlGy dwyGhphqp: L wpwlyG
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Ywwulygmpebwidp wpnkG pul gngwpbpwlput ¥p Yp npymp vhp pldh pnpnp kyknkghGapma:
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plyGwdmbhpp wwpwhG wlgpGh) pGGmpma, o juembim wwpwqwihd vhwiG wpdwih Yp
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Yhuwuwpluwiwgmpbwl phyGwdmb pun wlGy wwwnpwunmp:
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VERY REV. HAIGAZOUN MELKONIAN
Pastor

October 3, 1994

His Eminence Archbishop Khajag Barsamian, Primate
Diocese of the Armenian Church

630 Second Avenue

New York, New York 10016

Your Eminence:

On behalf of Parish Council and Parishioners of Holy Trinity
Armenian Church of Cheltenham, I am writing to let you know how
absolutely pleased we were with Deacon Aren Jebejian.

Although he was busy with his responsibilities at Jeannes
Hospital with his clinical training, nevertheless he spent many hours
with our Parish, serving not only our Parishioners but at the church
on Sunday mornings. He enjoys our utmest confidence and our
unreserved recommendation for a job well done.

We sincerely hope that you consider assigning him to our Parish
upon his return from his studies in Jerusalem.

Your servant,

Y 4

Vefy Rev. Haigazoun Dzv. Melkenian
Pastor

HM/at
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VERY REV. HAIGAZOUN MELKONIAN
Pastor

October 3, 1994

His Eminence Archbishop Khajag Barsamian, Primate
Diocese of the Armenian Church

630 Second Avenue

New York, New York 10016

Your Eminence:

As Your Eminence will be with us on Sunday, December 4, 1994 to
confer upon Mr. John Hoplamazian a Pontifical Encyclical and the St.
Nerses Shnorhali medal, we request that at the same time during the
solemn Divine Liturgy that you grant the degree of Sub-deacon to Mr.
Khatchig Hashas. Presently, Mr. Hashas is a Stole-bearer and attends
church regularly each and every Sunday. As pastor, I feel the time
has come not only to encourage but to reward him for his"
faithfulness.

Of course, I will not inform Mr. Hashas nor his family of this
request until I have received a letter of confirmation from Your

Eminence.
Your servant,
//7 o 1f A,
Very Rev. Haigazoun Dav. Melkonian
. Pastor o
HM/at
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VERY REV. HAIGAZOUN MELKONIAN
Pastor

June 15, 1994

His Eminence Archbishop Khajag Barsamian, Primate
Diocese of the Armenian Church

630 Second Avenue

New York, New York 10016

Your Eminence:
As per our telephone conversation, I am writing to officially

remind Your Eminence that with Your permission I will be visiting
Armenia with Dr. Garo Garibian from August 15 to August 31, 1994,

Your Servant,

) =

Very Rev. Haigazoun Dzv. Melkonian
Pastor

HM/at
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Clhnpfiwph spwlowlny & Gnbnwlny qGwhAunnk] Gwl Smppudwqbwih Ephupwdbwg Gmppbwg
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NpnhwlpuG wlGwéwipny
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Holy Trinity Armenian Apostolic Church

101 Ashmead Road
Cheltenham, Pennsylvania 19012

(215) 663-1600

Fax (215) 663-1757
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VERY REV. HAIGAZOUN MELKONIAN
Pastor

June 1, 1994

His Eminence Archbishop Khajag Barsamian, Primate
Diocese of the Armenian Church

630 Second Avenue

New York, New York 10016

Your Eminence:

We are looking forward to You being with us on Sunday, August 14,
1994 for the Feast of the Assumption of the Holy Mother of God, which
will be the culmination of the weeklong DRE sponsored Bible Study
Leaders Institute. We would like to invite Your Eminence to perform
the Service of the Blessing of the Grapes. We are also planning an
afternoon luncheon for our parishioners with Your Eminence, the DRE
participants and instructors as our guests.

Your Eminence, we would also like to request that on that Sunday
during the sacred Divine Liturgy You elevate Stole-bearer Khatchadour
Hashas to the rank of sub-deacon (certificate enclosed). His service
to the church has been exemplary and he is prepared for this next
step in his service to the Church.

Your Servant,

R

y Rev. Haigazoun Dzv. Melkonian
Pastor
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Holy Trinity Armenian Apostolic Church

101 Ashmead Road
Cheltenham, Pennsylvania 19012

(215) 663-1600

Fax (215) 663-1757
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VERY REV. HAIGAZOUN MELKONIAN
Pastor

June 1, 1994

His Eminence Archbishop Khajag Barsamian, Primate
Diocese of the Armenian Church

630 Second Avenue

New York, New York 10016

Your Eminence:

At the May 16, 1994 regular meeting of the Parish Council of Holy
Trinity Armenian Apostolic Church -of Cheltenham, Pennsylvania the
entire Parish Council requested by vote that I request of Your
Eminence special Pontifical recognition from His Holiness the
Catholicos for MR. JOHN HOPLAMAZIAN.

Mr. Hoplamazian’s contributions to the Armenian Community at
large, the Diocese of the Armenian Church, Holy Trinity parish, the
Philadelphia Armenian Community have been so unique and singular that
we humbly request that You consider the Saint Gregory the Illuminator
medal and pontifical encyclical. Nevertheless whatever Your Eminence
deems fitting will be much appreciated.

Mr. Hoplamazian has been a life long member of the Armenian
Church. He has served at the Holy Altar as acolyte and poorvarageer
in his youth. He has headed countless committees, banquets and
programs. His work in the Philadelphia area is legendary. He was a
member of the AGBU and Armenian Sisters Academy executive committees
and has served the entire Armenian Community in many ways. He has
headed many committees and hosted many banquets for our Diocese and
just recently was Chairman of the Diocesan 25th Anniversary
Committee.

John also was chairman of Holy Trinity 20th and 25th anniversary
banquets and fund-raising. His service to the church cannot be
easily listed with mere words and if we should use the old Awards
Committee system of points his point value would be in the thousands.



Aside from the untold hours of work, committees, meetings,
banquets, church and community endeavors JOHN HOPLAMAZIAN has
donated most generously to the Church. Over the years JOHN
HOPLAMAZIAN has donated untold thousands of dollars to the Armenian
Community, Holy Trinity parish, Saint Sahag and Mesrob parish and the
Diocese of the Armenian Church. He has not only donated with dollars
and cents but with floral arrangements, decorations and food and
supplies for banquets.

Your Eminence, I can truly say that JOHN HOPLAMAZIAN is a one
in a million man, we all are better for having him and he is most
worthy of recognition and praise. He is also a humble man and I know
he will not want this recognition, another point which makes him all
the more worthy.

Surpazan Hayr, as we had discussed over the phone the date we
have set aside for the Banquet is Sunday, December 4, 1994, please
set that day aside for without Your Eminence’s attendance the day
could not be complete.

Your servant,

Ly far 1§ A

Very Rev. Haigazoun Dzv. Melkonian
Pastor

Holy Trinity Armenian Apostolic Church
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phGaEpmG Awdwp:

QpwnbiGp np pmép Swhp b b ndmwppl, uwlwyd Vuwinmény oglmphwdp & ukp
AudwiGplhpm Awdwgnpdwlgmplwdp' vkp lpuplih vhengGlipp h qnpé whnh nGhbp npytu qh
Jwgnpn snpu unuphGhpml dkp Anglanp wnwpljmphip d&p PEIPG Awdwp Jwubwinpupwp, ki
Qwywuwmubhuwgg bhtinkging m Vugp QwypkGhph Awdwp pinfwlpuybu, pjpwy wibiph wpnpmGuinp
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Holy Trinity Armenian Apostolic Church

101 Ashmead Road
Cheltenham, Pennsylvania 19012

(215) 663-1600

Fax (215) 663-1757
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VERY REV. HAICAZOUN MELKONIAN
Pastor

May 10, 1594

His Eminence Archbishop Khajag Barsamian, Primate
Diocese of the Armenian Church

630 Second Avenue

New York, New York 10016

Your Eminence:

On behalf of the Diocesan Delegates, Parish Council and
parishioners of Holy Trinity Armenian Apostolic Church of Cheltenham,
Pennsylvania I want to personally congratulate Your Eminence on Your
re-election as Diocesan Primate. We were confident of Your victory
and look forward to many years of Your capable leadership to which we
pledge our total help and support. Asdvadz Oknagan, Surpazan Hayr.

Your servant,

Uy YA

Very Rev, Haigazoun Dzv. Melkonian
Pastor



SERMON: 2ND SUN. AFTER THE OCTAVE OF THEOPHANY
JANUARY 23, 1994, HOLY TRINITY CHURCH, CHELTENHAM,

In the Name of the Father, of the Son and of the Holy
Spirit. Amen.

Today’s scripture reading from the Gospel of John
(chapter 3: 13-21), is a dialogue between Our Lord Jesus
Christ and a man named Nicodemus, who was a pharisee
and a leader of the Jewish people. Nicodemus wanted to
see Jesus to find out about the miracles He performed.
During their conversation, Christ stated that no one could
see thekingdom of God unlessheisbornagain. Nicodemus
reacted with surprise at this statement, so Jesus offered a

—1—




precise interpretation, saying: “no one can enter the
kingdom of God unless he is born of water and the Spirit.”
But this only confused Nicodemus even more. “How can
this be?” he asked.

Nicodemus was presumably trying to find out about
the source of Christ’s powers. He had a sense of Christ’s
mission as a teacher, and knew that Jesus was sent by God.
But Nicodemus was uncertain of Christ’s relationship
with God. Maybe this was because Nicodemus was
uncertain of his own relationship with God, and this
uncertainty prevented him from becoming a full-fledged
follower of Christ.



Nicodemus would not be alone in the modern world.
Today, there are thousands of people—many of them
baptized as Christians—who are uncertain about their
relationship with God. To many of these people, the
sacraments such as baptism, ordination, and marriage are
only pious acts. Such people may even be moved by the
music and poetry of the Divine Liturgy, just as they would
be affected by operas, plays and movies. But in their
hearts, they’re still not quite convinced; they can’t help
asking that famous question of Nicodemus: “How can this
be?”

At some early stage in our lives, each of us began
attending church—thanks mostly to our parents’ concern

—3—



for our spiritual health. We were baptized into the
Armenian Church, accepted as members of the community
of believers, and have come to church to experience the
solemn Divine Liturgy ever since. Having done this
much, each of us is in a position similar to Nicodemus, on
that day when he took the initiative to go and meet Christ.

But also like Nicodemus, we have only taken a first
step—although an important step—towards establishing
a personal relationship with God, through the life-giving
pathway of the Church. The question remains: Have you
established a real relationship with Christ, after meeting
Him face-to-face during the Divine Liturgy and the
sacraments? Have you let the Spirit in you—which you

—



received at baptism—give birth to genuine faith? Or are
you still asking yourself “How can this be?”

“How can thisbe?” is an expression of doubt. Someone
who is certain of him- or herself will not be tormented
such a question. But most of us cannot easily shut this
question out of our minds. War, natural disasters,
accidents and personal problems frequently raise doubts
in us about God'’s justice. Such events are known to have
led some people to atheism, and others to despair. In fact,
we might say that atheism and despair are really two
different names for the same ultimate pathway: a pathway
to confusion and darkness, to self-destruction and
seperation from God.




The antidote to this is faith. I am speaking first and
foremost of faith in Christ; but also of a kind of faith in
ourselves: a faith in the God-given power of free will,
which allows humans to distinguish right from wrong, to
choose good over evil, and to act with wholesome
confidence in pursuit of the truth. By becoming members
of the Church—Christ’s body on earth—each of you made
a choice about how to pursue that most important of
human relationships: your relationship with God. It was
the right choice to make, and none of us should be shy or
afraid of living out the consequences of that choice in our
daily actions and decisions. Our Lord instructs us to be
sure of ourselves in matters of faith, and to be bold in the

way we honor Him.
—6—



This past week we experienced one of the worst natural
disasters of our times, as a great earthquake shook southern
California, causing tremendous damage and claiming
scores of human lives. I am sure many of you were
reminded of the great earthquake of December 7, 1988,
that destroyed forty percent of Armenia, and claimed
close to fifty-thousand lives. We share the pain and grief
of the people of California, and pray that they soon rebuild
their homes and lives. We also pray to God to rest the
souls of all the innocent victims.

It is‘ times like this that prompt even the strongest
soul to ask, “How can this be?” Infact, the way we answer
this question shows just how strong our souls are. Difficult

—7



times in life are like trials, during which the inner self of
a person is put to the test. Atsuch times, we are told to be
very certain of ourselves before rushing into rash decisions
or actions. Likewise throughout life in general, we must
~ be very certain of our faith—especially at times when
adversity strikes.

The stronger our faith is in Christ, the more effectively
we confront life and its problems. A man or a woman of
faith, no matter how heavy his or her burden, will not be
overwhelmed by worldly problems, because their hearts
and minds will be focused on a better world—beyond this
one—where justice, love and truth prevail. Like
Nicodemus, we may from time to time ask “How can this

8



be?” But also like Nicodemus, we must be brave enough
to approach Christ and ask him this question face-to-face,
and humble enough to accept the answer He gives us.
Wehope that the victims of the earthquake in California,

and therest of us who bore witness to that event, will raise
our voices to God and say: Thank you Lord, for sparing
the lives of thousands who could have been killed in the
disaster. Thank you, for sparing our people in California
and all over the world. Have mercy on those who perished
in recent calamities, wars, famines and plagues all over
the world, as well as in Armenia and Artsakh, and give us
the fortitude to continue living our lives according to Thy
Will. Amen.

END

—9
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SPEECH: FR. H. MELKONIAN'S 10TH ANNIV. BANQUET
JANUARY 23,1994 HOLY TRINITY CHURCH, CHELTENHAM,

Dear Parishioners,

Sharing meals to foster friendship, love, and family
spirit are very much a part of our Armenian Christian
heritage. Today we are gathered together to generate the
same kind of spirit, and also mark to a special event in the
life of this parish.

The highest calling of a parish priest is to be at the
center of a congregation’s union with Christ. Through his
role as the administrator of the sacraments and an
intermediary between God and man, the pastor is the

.



central figure in his parish, be it liturgically, canonically
or socially. This is not an easy role to assume. Yet, at the
time of his ordination, a priest makes a vow to take just
that role upon himself, and to follow Christ’s example. A
priest who serves as a pastor must make great personal
sacrifices, for heis the servant of all those who are members
of his parish.

Over the past ten years, Fr. Melkonian has not only
carried out his pastoral duties with great diligence, and he
has also won over the hearts of his parishioners. This
banquet is your opportunity to express your love and
gratitude to Fr. Haigazoun for all the work he has
accomplished in your midsts, and I am glad to hear all of

that.
o



As for myself, I would like to say that I admire the
virtues he brings to his ministry. Fr. Haigazoun is a man
of strong convictions, who is not afraid of expressing his
thoughts aloud. But he never bears this with malice or
arrogance: Fr. Haigazoun is a true gentleman, with great
compassion for his fellow human beings, who is always
willing tolisten, to answer a question, tolend a sympathetic
ear or a helping hand to the members of his flock. He
successfully walks that very narrow path of being straight-
forward, truthful and humble, all at the same time.

Fr. Haigazoun’s work in this parish has been fruitful.
The Cheltenham parish is one of the most prosperous and
best organized communities in our Diocese, and in ten

—3—



years’ time, the church has marked considerable progress.
Fr. Haigazoun has exerted effort to improve the sanctuary
and the quality of common worship. He has kept the
sheep within the fold, and touched the lives of all his
parishioners. He has been particularly interested in the
Sunday Schools, both on a parish and Diocesan level. You
are all witnesses to his daily activities, and your presence
here indicates how much he means to you.

In addition to his parish work, Fr. Haigazoun, as a
studious vartabed of the Armenian Church, has dedicated
much time and energy to teaching, lecturing and writing.
One of his books, dedicated to the Saints of the Armenian
Church, was published by the Diocese. Young people

—4—



from all over our Diocese enjoy his lectures at our
headquartersin New York and at the St. Nersess Seminary,
and benefit from his learning. His rapport with the youth
is due to his training and background as a professional
teacher. He s also very convincing on Armenian matters,
since he is one of the few Armenian-American college
graduates who went to Etchmiadzin and Jerusalem, and
put himself through the discipline of monastic life in
order to become a priest of the Armenian Church.

Fr. Haigazoun has emerged as a good shepherd, who
has dedicated himself to the service of his people. I wish
him a long healthy life, so that he may continue his work
in the fold of the Lord. May God bless him and give him

—5—



more energy to exceed his previous accomplishments.
May we also have similar occasions to mark the 25th and
50th anniversary of his ordination to the sacred order of
the priesthood.

END



Holy Trinity Armenian Apostolic Church

101 Ashmead Road
Cheltenham, Pennsylvania 19012
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VERY REV. HAIGAZOUN MELKONIAN
Pastor

April 11, 1994

His Eminence Archbishop Khajag Barsamian, Primate
Diocese of the Armenian Church

630 Second Avenue

New York, New York 10016

Your Eminence:

This letter is to confirm our telephone conversation of April 6,
1994. Due to parochial commitments and the resulting prohibitive cost
of air-fare, I will be unable to attend the Diocesan Assembly in
Houston, Texas. '

I wish you every success and am confident of Your re-election.

Concerning the May 21-22 weekend and the conflict between the
banquet at St. Sahag and St. Mesrcob Armenian Church and the
graduation ceremonies for our two dear seminarians Deacon Aren
Jebejian and Deacon Alexan Kouzouian, I will keep Your Eminence
personally informed.

Your servant,

Very Rev. Haigazouh Dzv. Melkonian
Pastor

U. Gpprppncfdpeh duwyjwmmmbibuyg Bnwpbpulwlh Glbgkgp
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Archbishop Khajag Barsamian, Primate
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Vwpwqwh Thwlwb Ponpfinipnp
2L pplfwd.

Upnkiih Quwyp duglpuqmé.

Unwugws GGp AwdwiGphn UGnwidwlwl dmmdp nbinbklpughpGpp . Uwpmn 14, 1994
pmwlhp dbp GQuiwlp, npny Yp wnbknbjuglitp pt AwdwiGppn Swpblwé UGnwidwlwé dnqmip
gmuwpmwd b Qunpniwup 27, 1994-pG, b wyn wnph pGnpmwé GG OluwlpuG Wnpimpnh Ahlq
wlnwiuGlip: Um wwp pmbwplmpbwiy wpmpiGpp & Yp julnpkp GnpplGinhp wlnwidlGhpm
Yyuwiipugdwl wwpwmoluiq hpp:

Uju gpmipliwdp §p Juubpugiibp Tlwlwi Wnpimpp Alnbnbw) winwdGhpnt plinpm-
phap.

UkGup NMuudwdlwl
Lwph Stp Swiynptiwb
Snpp. Qwpo UGwpmybwG
NapadmAh Qwilwqwd
Lhe Qwawpbwb

Rwph bEnkp snmunny Unwelnpnwpwl npylky OhowlpuG lonpfimpnh Gnpplwnpp nhowGh
whinwdGhpmG wambGGhpp, AwugkGhpp b1 AinwdwjGh phibpp:

Uju wnph dkp npwnpmpbwé p jwGdGhlp AhwbikwiGbpp. 1993 wnwpnwé Thwlpub
Ponpfimpnp wbnblwqppc vty Ghplujugmwd Awynmuwlwl pnAwlmp qmuwpllpp &G
SAuwdwyywnmwuowGlip UGnwidwlpwé dmmmfp wbnblpugpht vt wuymwd AuwpnmwlpuG
gmuwpGipmb:UGnwdwlput dmmlh nhuwGh pGupmphiGp v wbwnp b Juwwwupnh g wnwnGh
pnibwplmphwdp & Eplpyunply guGlp o pugkG:

YopAGkGp OlwlpuG Mnpfmpnh Gnp Ywqdp, & Yp dwnpwlpG E np Stpp Pp nfwGhpG
Ghppla wwhAt Awdwilphn wlnwdlhpp & pnpnppn Bhbnbgwlmbp wpluuwmulpGhpmi juennniphil
wwpq lirk: .

Uhpny npombGh

WUGUY ULrR. MAULUEU Y
Unwplnmm

630 SECOND AVENUE, NEW YORK, NY 10016-4885 TELEPHONE 212.686.0710 FAX 212.779.3558



February 14, 1994

Archbishop Khajag Barsamian, Primate
Diocese of the Armenian Church

630 Second Avenue

New York, New York 10016

Your Eminence:

I want to thank you for sharing my tenth anniversary as pastor
of Holy Trinity Armenian Apostolic Church of Cheltenham, Pennsylvania
on Sunday, January 23, 1994 with me and my parish. Your attendance
and kind words truly made it one of the most special days of my life.

Thank you also for the magnificent Hand-Cross from Holy
Etchmiadzin, which I shall always treasure. Your thoughtfulness and
generosity are unmatched. I pray the good Lord keep You at the helm
of our Diocese for many many years and grant You continued good
health and every success. Again thank you.

Sincerely,

Very Rev. Haigazoun Melkonian

ssi———unc—=xVery Reverend Haigazoun Melkonian
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Holy Trinity Armenian Apostolic Church
101 Ashmead Road
Cheltenham, Pennsylvania
(215) 663-1600
Lujjuqmb U. dpn. Uhignlhwi, inqlinp {ndp

VERY REV. HAIGAZOUN MELKONIAN
Pastor

February 13, 1994

His Eminence Archbishop Khajag Barsamian, Primate
Diocese of the Armenian Church

630 Second Avenue

New York, New York 10016

Your Eminence:

I want to personally thank you on behalf of the Parish Council
and parishioners of Holy Trinity Armenian Apostolic Church of
Cheltenham, Pennsylvania for sharing Sunday, January 23, 1994 with
our parochial family.

Your presence was most meaningful to me as it was the tenth
anniversary of my pastorate and to our children who presented their
Christmas Pageant as part of the day’s festivities. Your words and

presence made a profound impression. Thank you.

Enclosed is a small token of our appreciation.

Your servant,

Very Rev. Haigazoun Melkonian
Pastor



Holy Trinity Armenian Apostolic Church

101 Ashmead Road
Cheltenham, Pennsylvania 19012

(215) 663-1600

Fax (215) 663-1757
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VERY REV. HAIGAZOUN MELKONIAN
Pastor

February 15, 1995

His Eminence Archbishop Khajag Barsamian, Primate
President. Dlocesan Counci!

Diocese of the Armenian Church

630 Second Avenue

New York, New York 10016

Your Eminence:
We know that Your Eminence declared 1995 the year of the Bible
and we were delighted when we received a copy of the new Bible

printed for the Armenian Church.

Our parish alone has purchased nearly 200 of this new Bibles for
use in the church proper and in our Sunday School.

We think that this is a wonderful endeavor and commend Your
Eminence on this giant step forward.

Your Servant,

A —

Very Rev. Haigazoun Melkonian
Pastor
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