
The Diaconll.le, Deacons, ll.nd Allar Seners 

Holy Ordc::rs or Ordination is one of the )C\·en sacraments oft he Church, and one 
of the: three: major or main orders is that of the Diaconate (Deacons). The oth.:r two 
major orders are the: Priesthood (Priests) and the Epi)copate (Bishops). 

In the ~ginning. the Apostles were the sole ministers in the Church. The'V.c:re the 
teachers, sanctifiers. and rulers. of the Church. As membership in the Church increased, 
the ApGslles created other officers to assist them and the first order estab!i,hed was that 
of the Diaconatc:. 

As heirs to the power of the: Apostles, the Bishop) only can administer the saaa­
ment ofOrdination. Tzernatrootuin (Ordination) tran)lates into ~laying on the hands" 
because the one act that is common to all of the orders is the ~imposition of the: hands" 
by the Bishop during the ceremony. 

There are five minor orders. The first four minor orders are given at the )a me 
ordination cen:mony and the rank is called Tbir {Clerk). The Tbir is entitled to sing in 
the choir, serrc: as an acolyte. and read the lcctions during the Di\ ine Liturgy. 

An Ouraragir (Stole-bearer) holds the first four minor order~ with the right to 
wear the Ourar (Stole) which is given through the ceremony of De\chootuin ( Be~to~­
ing oO. The ouraragir has all the privileges of a Tbir, may also serw a the a liar, and 
~y do the censing in the church. 

A Guis-a-sarga\'ark {Sub-deacon) ho lds the highest rank of the mino r orders 
ha ving reached the fifth ·minor order. The fifth rank is given thro ugh Ord inat ion a nd 
allows the Guis-a-sargavarl.: all the privileges of the first four minor orders. In addit ion . 
he may handle and read the Go,pel, may carry the empty S ikh (Chalice:) , and may tlo 
the censing in the Church. 

A Sarga\·ark (Deacon) holds the sixth order which is the first of the major orders 
of Ordination. The: Sargavark hs the responsibil ity to assist the Prie)! during the 
celebration of the Divine liturgy and during hourly 5er\'ices or special rites of the 
Church. By his rank, the Sargavark has the privileges of the five minor orders. and in 
add ition, he may carry the unconsecrated nushkar and wine (G ifts) in the Sikh. 

In order to administer to the spiritual nece>sitic:s of the faithful in a Diocese. the 
Primate or Ordinary of the Diocese ( Arachnourt) may grant spec ial privileges, such as 
preaching, administration of the sacraments, and rites of the Church, to a Sarga vark 
at the time of his Ordination. These spe~:ial privileges, granted by a Primate to Sargavarks 
within his jurisdiction, r.orm<&lly apply t'l serving a particular church at and for a 
particular time. 

Tht:: Ourar (Stole or Orarion) is the dist inctive \estment of an ordained Sargavark; 
howrver, permission to wear an Ourar is sometimes given by a Bishop to persons 
hold ing the first four minor orders. The Ourar is a ba nd or riband about nine feet long 
and four inches wide which is worn on the kft )hou!der. hanging loosely in front antl 
back. A cross is sewn at the shoulder. front bottom, and back bottom of the Ourar. 

A.· CAll TO SERVICE 

BEND YOUR NECKS TO !tfY YOKE. 
AND LEARN FROM ME. 
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PRIEST 

Holy Father, our holy mother the Church asks that 

these clerks; David, Stephan, Nicklas and Ara, 

that we present to you, be granted the stole of 

service. So that they may accept this yoke of service 

to our Lor;d Jesus Christ at His Holy Altar, and that 

they prepare themselves with diligence, faith and love 

for service at His holy Altar. " 

PRAYER - BISHOP 

By the grace of God the Father and the Son and the 

Holy Spirit I call clerks; David, Stephan, Nicklas and 

Ara, to the rank of Stole Bearer. Therefore we beseech 

our compassionate God, so that He will brightly 

iffuminate them through the holiness of His graces by 

the hand of our Lord Jesus Christ, to whom is 

befitting glory dominion and honor, now and always and 

unto the ages of ages. Amen. 

PRIEST 

And again in peace let us beseech the Lord, receive, 

save and have mercy. Bless Lord. 

BISHOP 

Blessing and glory to the Father and to the Son and to 

the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

PRIEST 

We beseech God Almighty on behalf of His servants; 

David, Stephan, Nicklas and Ara, that once again 

calling them to the rank of Stole Bearer they be 

·worthy of this holy blessing and to receive grace in 

. the manner of Saint Stephen the first deacon arid 

martyr from God Almighty: receive and have mercy. 

Bless, Lord. 

.. ~ 
BISHOP 

Lord God Almighty, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

before You these clerks have bended their necks both 

physically· and spiritually, place Your invisible hand 

upon them and bless them by making them worthy of the 

call to serve Your Holy Church. To accept the graces 

like unto those of Your beloved ones which You so 

abundantly spread over Your faithful each according to 

his rank in order to worship You, true God. To whom is 

granted the ability to be worthy to expel the earthly 

and accept Your most abundant graces through the peace 

of Your Gospel with glory to the all-holy Trinity, the 

Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, now and 

forever and unto the ages of ages. Amen. 


