GOVERNING_LAHS -

(CONCERNING OUR PARISH ASSEMBLIES ACCORDING TO THE BY-LAWS OF OUR DIOCESE )
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1. Members of the Armenian Church in each community, togother with the clergy,
shall forn a parish of the Armenian Church of America. ( Art. Ly
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ELIGIBILITY OF GHURCH MEMBERSHIPY: . .-« ..

2. All persons who heve been beptized and confirmed in the Armenian.church
‘who accept its doctrine, cannons, , and rites, .and who. fulfill their obligation

Church and- shall ,.con.sti,t}lte“the,.Par.ish Asf,sf,e.m?l.m (Arte 5:)
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MINIMUN AGE OF DU“S—PAYING MEhuERSHIPx
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3 Every merber of the Parish, 21 years of age or over, shall pey t6 his ( or
her) church as. annual, -dues, . The amount of which shall br determined by the
Diocesan Assembly. Such amount may be’ increased but not’ decreased, by its
Parish. Assembly., Duos are payable in advance on Jamiary 1, of ?ach yezrs
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ELIGIBILITY OF VOTING -AND .OF HOLDING ELECTIVE OFFICE: e 1

L, 'T'Members in good stanoing of a Parish Church who are twentyaone years of ‘age
" or over, may participate in the asscmblies. of the same parish and may vote,
provided that at least six months have elapsed since the date of their dues:
registrations as members of the parish and, thelr dues have been paid. They -
‘nay be- eligible for office one year after becoming members.: ( Art, 7 )

PAYMENT OF DUES HUST WE UP - TO - DATE:
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Be "Members who fail to pay their dues for one or. nore years, automatically
forfeit their right to vote at parish assemblies,” or “hold elective office
within the parish. Such members may reinstate these rights by payment of
their dues in arrears for at least the prev1ous two years. ( Aet. 8 ) -
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PARISH Assmmjri”
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6, . A meeting of -the members in good. standing .of ‘the church, presided over by
“the. parish priest,. "shall form the .parish, assembly which shall conduct such
affairs as may come within its Jurisdiction ~(Art,. 11.) .

ASSEMBLANCE OF THE ANNUAL MEETING:

The Annual Parish Assembly shall be held regularly’ once’ a yeaf‘auflﬂg fhe
month of January or February, Parish Assemblies shall be called with the
approval of the Parish Council by the Parish Priest. ( Art. 13 )

DUTIES AID THE PRIVILEGES OF THE ASSEMBLY!

7a The duties of the Parish Assembly shall bez
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DUTIES AND THE PRIVILEGES OF THE ASSEMBLY)

a. To elect officers of the Assembly, ( Art. 14 a. )

by " To elect a Nomlnatlng Commlttee.ff' ( Art. et b‘ ),f

J

cv To elect Diocesan Delegates from the Parish Membership., ( Art. 14 c. )

dy To examine the Annual Reports of the Parish Priest,-the:Parish Council .
.end their Subordinate bodies for all activities during the year, also
.- the Assembly receives a report from the Diocesan Delegates, concernlng
} ‘“;jthe Annual Dlocesan ASSemblles.' ( Art. 14 d. 9?“‘““‘

6 To decide ‘the budget estimats for the' comlng year,” (-Artffi4*eJ3) £

fu To elect an fuditing Committee. ( Art. 14 f.l)

. 8 To elect the members of the Parlsh Coun01l. ( Art. 14 g.:) uwiil,

ffh{”To render declslons and pass resolutlons relatlve to questlons that
“'d?appear on the agenda, attached to the announcement of the meetlng. -
S : SR (Arte 14 1)
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iy To adopt resolutions to be submitted to the Diocesan Assembly. ( Art. 14 1)

jo To report in writing on all. decisions and resolutions of ‘the Parish SRR
Assembly to the Prlnate and the Dlocesan Councll for Approval. (Art. 14 m) .

TNVITATION AND AGENDAs

8. The invitation to a Parlsh Meeting shall be in wrltlng to each 1nd1v1dua1
nermber at least one week before the meeting and shall include the agenda
of the Assembly, The Agenda shall be prepared: by the: Parish.Prisst and.
the Parish Council, other matters of new bu51ness may be added by magorlty
wvote of the Assembly.i ( Art. 16 ) R A

QUORI; -

9 The presence of a minimum of one third (1/3) of the eligible voting member-
ship or fifty members shall constitute a quorum,and decisions shall be o
rendered by majority vote of members present and voting, TR PN

,fShould, however, the’ Assembly fail to form &’ quorum, the, afflrmatlve votes
“of the two~thirds - (¢ 2/3) of tho members present shall be - cons1dered suf-
ficient to arrive at a decision, - ( Art, 17-) ST TR T P

PARTSH PRIEST IS THE PRESIDENT: I,
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10, The Parlsh Prlest shall pres1de ex-offlclo over the Assembly. ( Art. 19)’

VOTING PROCEEDURES-

11, The élection shall be carried by, secret ballot and by plurality vote.
Voting may take place only after the meeting has Beén called to order, '
21l other matters shall be decided by a show of hands, ( Art., 21 )
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MANNER OF CASTING VOTES:

12, In the Assembly ecach member shall be entitled to one vote which is not
transferable and must be cast in persons In case of a tie vote the
presiding officer, namely the Parish Priest, shall cast the deciding wvote
or he shall authorize a second balloting, ( Art, 22 )
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