ANNUAL REPORT OF THE PARISH COUNCIL
ST. GREGORY THE ILLUMINATOR ARMENIAN CHURCH

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS

Father Sarkis, Parish Couneil Merﬁbers,- membere of St. Gregory
' thew Illuminator Afmenian Churcﬁ , the Anﬁﬁal Report of the Péris)h Councﬂ
is alWays a difficult docement to compose? for so many of the activitiee
of the past year are an integral part»of‘ the ;'eports of the sut;si'diary organiza-
tions of the c‘hurch.' | | | o |

A total of 27 regular meetings were held between ]enuery 1, 1966,-
and December 31lst, 1966. At the ﬂrst regular meeting ’the feilowing officere,
were elected: | |

Chairman- ' Mr. Martin H. Cholakian

Secretary “Mr. Arnold Koresian
Treasurer " Mr. Peter Klujian
Asst. Treasurer ~ Mr. George Nahabedian

Iﬁ addition to the abov?a,regulaf meetings, 3 special me.etings
were held d_uring the yeer. Oﬁe with the former Primate, Arch.bisbhop‘ Sion,
~one with the present Primate, Bishop Torkom, and one with »the_} Ekecutive
Secretary of the Cathedral Eund R I‘ather Levon Arakeli‘an; ".These meetings
were held to try to solve some‘"of the lecal prebiems of oﬁr Parish aﬁel also
to start the campaign }drive for funds for.the Cathedral.

Activities were like ‘thvo‘se of previous years:

1. The piCnic_was sbonsored,end‘: run by the‘ Parish Council

and in addition, a1]: melmbers played an aeﬁive part in the

Ladies Auxiliary Annual Picnic.



2, — The Parish Council éssistéd the Bﬁilding Cdmmittee in
the Consecration Anniversary weekend plans . ,"Mu‘cv:h time ,
and ehergy was devotéd'by both groups which assufed the
weekend would be a success.
3'. VThe farewell dinner for Father Vahrij was vs‘p‘on'sored by the
Pafish Coﬁncil. In this .endeévdr_ both the Ladies Auxiliary
| and the Young Ladies Agxilia_fy oUtdid themselves' in their
| ‘service to thé church. - . N |
The main problem that faced the Pariéh Council auri'ng the past -
year was to find a fepiacemenf for_ Fathef Véhrij . Aftef much COrrespondéncev,
many phone 'calls, some \}er§ a_nxioﬁS moments énd3§vith thé help of fhe then,
Primate-elvect, Bishop Torkdm, Father Sarkis Kashikjian Waé' appoint‘ed our
_»tempo.rar:'y pastor.r In our _sincére and honeSt dﬁinidn, we f.eel we novs}'have
servin'g our Parish one Vof the finest clergymen in the Armenian Church. We
say that without reservation. Through ,éome véry depres>si.ng times, when he
was living away from his 4f’_amily he sho‘wedvﬁs the intens.‘e devotion aﬁd '
determination that he serves his God and his V-Church Witﬁ.' We should feel
f_ortunate he is with ﬁs, for he is a constant‘sogbrce ofinélpir’atioh?and
| guidénce. It is our recommendation and feeling thatv Father Sarkié shéﬁld
‘be giveﬁ an overwhelming vote of confidence at this me.etiné by" st;‘ipping
him of his title"'temporary‘pastc;r“ and ele'cting. him tbk a full 1}five .yeér term
‘as our Priesf. o o
We have fried fo serve our church as‘.best'wvé coyl.rlld; Af. times’v

we were lax and at times we were overzealous in our endeavors. It'is



imperative that all of you understand each of.the’ members of the Cbu_néil, :
althqu;;h elected to office, are voiﬁnteers to a’ vgry requnsiﬁle position.
Most of us; being young, are very proné to mistékes . Do not condemn or
criticize for that buf rather be patient and b‘ear with us while we learn.
Remember my eight colleagues served the church where there was no ohe
else who wanted the job.

My_ vpersonal thanks to Mrs. Pepron 'Pa.loian, .Chairlady ‘of fhe :
Ladies Auxiliary and Mrs. Rose Tootooilan, Chairlady of thé Young Ladies
Aux_iliary. "They never féiled once to responde to any of my 'requests for
help.

My than‘k‘s‘ to our Diocesan Deleéates , Haig Pedianﬂ'andA Kézar
Kazarian. The wealth of kndwledge a;'xd ’the‘ir immense capacity‘ for wofk
was always placed at my fingértips and for that I thank them. | |

To Der Sarkis, my fefvent hope for continued good‘health §nd
success in his chosen work.

And last, my very special thanks to the eight men whé served
‘ | in the Parish Council. Each man in his own way served well, worked
diligently and persevered with rﬁy inexperience as Chairman. : For their
patience and understandiné, I remain eternally grateful. |

My thanks to you all.

Martin H. Cholakian
Chairman - Parish Council



