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ST LEON ANNUAL PARISH ASSEMBLY MINUTES 

The Annual Parish Assembly of St. Leon Armenian Church was called 
to order at l:OOP.M. in the Church nave by the Parish Council 
Chairman, Mr. E. ·George Dabagian. 

After the opening prayer by Der Paree, nominations were accepted for 
Assembly Chairmen. Charles Pinajian was nominated and seconded. ~· 
After the affirmative vote the chair was turned over to Charles ~ 
Pinajian.Mrs. Ann Takvorian was nominated as Secretary. The notion 
was seconded. Al~ were in favor. 

The minutes of the last Parish Assembly meeting were read. The 
chairman wasked if there were any additions or corrections to the 
minutes. Being none, the minutes-were approved . 

Der Paree at this tin-e, read . -th.e ·Pastoral· RePort ~ Arnieirian·. · · .. · Mirjari· iliian ·stated that 
. he. had one small correction,· that Lucy Dabagian's name·in Anrenian is Lticeen, :with an 

.·.. "~n:at the end}"~~~:>:.~· Cc<; .. ~ :·;·!:( r·.:~JEV·.··.:q ~_:t-'. ·· . . . 
· Charles Pinajian then· biought up the various. subOrdinate l:loclies of· the Church· and mdi:- . 

·~: ': caterl that the reP9rtS had been mailecl' tO aJ.l,Ineirlbei-'5~ of the Church. •- He asked if there:· 
... were. ariy cornrients .•or :criticisms'-~ on· thk:'followmg:··~··\ .:~-: . . · ·. .· . . :· 

·. ·· · ~~.,.,,.,..};; .. r. \_~ .. ~ .•.. .'.~~ \_.,.,....: -.~ .... :~ ~:-:" •. t. '-.,-} ·· ··:·:..,·_.;- ;.,..:} 

. The· Parish Council's RePort: . No ·camrents or criticisms~. . : . 
· -· ·_ -· ~ -:_: · ·_ -·_. · __ -_ ,--:-~,:-: -~.:> ~~-~~ /:.~~--~-~~ !~~,_ .. ~· f ~:·~~\·~-~--- ·~ ~~~-·f~ry;·r .- -·_ -_-- --- · · . · -._ . . :_ -_ .. _ - . .· . · -. 
The: Church Sunday ·school:Re:Port:' ; ·sarkis· Bed,.evian stated that in the students activities~ 

·Page 11,: ·in the-events'dui-ing t:he}year} he ~uld like to recogllize iill.the teachers arid· 
studerits for. participating. "in the tenth arini"Versacy_· celebration of the Church~ ,There 
were· no further ca:rm:mts· or criticisms·. ·. . . . · . .· · · · ·· · · · · . : : · · .· · . •. · · : · 

... 
· ~-Arrreriian sc11o01: ~- Ros~ Najarian statErl_:that Ii~e Enmiyrud~'ruid -been .. added-_to·_t:he 
::staff just recently.·. There .Were no further C:orrrrents. or criticisms. · ·· ··.· ·· 

' . - . ' ~ : ·, . ' . . . . . ' 
' . 

. St. Leon Is AcrOA: . No -~t~ -~r criticisms~. ' s~. Leon's Choir' .ACtivities: ... No ~ts. 
· W:mm 1 s · Guild: -No ··ccmnents." Friendship· Society: · ;No cCmnents. . st.·· Leon 1 s · Senior center: . 

··No corrments·~- ·· · · · ' .:, · · ~ .. · . . · · ·· 

. ~les. Pinajlim ackn~ledged that. the_.Historian Conmittee is .in exls-bmce.and has been· 
doing a lot of work throughout the year i · typing, compiling 1 and doing research. · . At this 

· tiire, .Agnes voskian read· her rePort •. This Concluded the."regular:re:Ports•of the subordi":":" 
nate J:xxlies. . . There were no· questions · ori the· rePort. . . ·.: · · : : · · ·: · . -· ·· · · · . · · ·• · · 

. . . ' '.: .·. . . . ' :• \ . . ·" . 

Charles Pinajian asked the hmi.tillg COrmnittee to give a report. · Edwai-d '!brosian. stated 
the corrmittee went over the reeoids arid everything is' in. order-and. that .the comnittee · .. · · 

.:·did.audit the rooks~· Marge Tfank ·made a ITOtion that .in the. future all' auditing conmit..:. 
. tees sul:mit a .stateirent. to the ·Parish Assembly stating .truit- theY have aUdited 'the ·bookS~ 
·and found them. iri order, • or otherwise, _whichever, way their. report is 1 . • and to be ·signed 
by the treml:lers' of the. Auditing Corrmittee,' and.that it should be. presented in·advance in · · 

. a written stateirent~ The riotion was secorlded~: A votE~ was takeni. which·vote· was in favor. 
The ITOtion was carried.· , .· . · ' :, . · .. : _-: ·· -. ~ · .. . . : . . . . · ', . < . . . 

. Charles P~ji~r{ asked if there :was any oth~•old_ b~sfuess. He ~tated. the only item of 
. old business was the balcony~. At this point, George,Dabagian stated. that the project 
was:~opped.]?ecause it·was·arove the $2 1 500 allotted·, and.that.the Parish Council felt 
that . they couldn 1 t see the. expenditur~ of roug}?.ly $7,000 to enclos~. the bal,:cony ~ · . . . , 

' · ... 
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·- !'. ' ' ... .. ...... ...;. 

Sarkis Bedevian stated that he had several .propc)sais to be. sbl:mitterl before the eleCtion. 
He stated that nowhere in the by-laws does it say .thclt :a'-Parish shoUld have nine Parish 
Cormcil rrembers. The Parish could have anywhere up to eleven rrembers. He stated that, 
therefore, his proposal will be tha~. _the P_arish Cormcil. elect. six 

1
instead ·of: four ·tcxlay. 

He then made. a notion that the Parish·.eouricil nEmbe:ts tbe increase-1 fr6m ·nine to eleven 
for the coming year of 1976. The netiOn'waS seeorided~ -~-~~ Mirjan J<irian~\:Stated that he 
believed Mr. Bedevian • s proposal was out. of order. There was nuch discussion on the sub-

. ject. A vote was taken. The proposal-was defeated. Charles ·Pinajicin stated that the · 
election ~d go on for a total of irlne Parish cOuncil i~s~, which ·rrean:s we will vote 

. for foUr. · · ·.-

At this point,· the ballots were Pa.ssed around. Charles Pinajian entertained naninations 
from the floor for Parish Cormcil due to the fact that there were only seven narres sub
mitted. -Sarkis Bedevian was nomiriated. The notion was seconded. · At this point, .Mirjan 
'Kirian wanted .to know which gentlemen on the Diocesan Delecjate list have· served and how · 
ma.riy years each. Sarkis Bedevian ·stated he served· four. years as a delegate. zaven 
Dadekiari stated he had not served as a delegate . at all. Charles Pinaj ian stated he 
served four years. Al Voskian stated he served eight years. Charles Pinajian asked if 
there were any other naninations frcm the floor for delegate. There. were no other norni
nations •. At this tine, there was a discussion on hoW tO fill out the ballot. Charles. 
Pinajian asked· if there were any nominations from the. floor for auditing conmittee. There 

·were no nominations. He ·then appointed Peter ·Kelemkarian; Tony Tungrian, and Agnes 
. Voskian .to cormt the .Wlots. 

The next order .of bUsiness was the adoptioriof the i976 budget~ The treasurer stated that 
at the tine . they prepared . this budget and proposed budget, they had received no request 
from Annenian school for funding for the corning year." :He stated that at the last meeting 
the Annen.ian school presented a budget to':the Parish Cormcil which approved $1,200 for 
the Anrenian school bringing· the total proposed budget to $45,100. . · 

There was a discussion· at this tme on a· couple of the budget· items.· Jolm 'Najarian com
Iren.ted on the operating expenses and utilitY costs of the Church. He asked everyone to 
be very careful as far as using the air-conditioning, heating and lights. Grace 
Pinajian stated that she rmderstands one of our sister churches saw fit to have nost of. 
their organizations, ACIOA, Wcmen's Guild, .·and Meri.'s Club, all neet on the sarre evening 
so that the hall is heated just that one evening, and that it might be s~thing to take 
into c6nsideration. ·Andy Purpose suggested that when we rent our hall to other organi
zations, or sister churches, ·that we charge $150 rather than $75 or $100. Charles 

·Pinajian stated that the Parish Cormcil is considering reviewing tho~e costs • 

. At this tine the Chair asked for approval of the 1976. budget as it was amimded. ··John 
Nigarian made a notion. to approve the budget. The notion was seconded. A vote was 
taken, which vote was in .favor. The notion was carried!' 

The next order on the agenda was. neW business, the. first.·item being proposals. Sarkis 
Bedevian stated that the first proposal was to increase the Parish· Cormcil . from nine ·to 

· eleven. He stated that he ~d like to present· that for the forthcOming year, in other. 
w::>rds, for 1977. Th.e" irotion was seconded. Andy Purpose stated .that.large numbers do 
not give you a nore qualified trustee or executive conmittee; that it is far better to . 
have nine or even six qualified people rather than thirteen or· fifteen rmqualified people. 

. ' . . . I. 
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. Ruth Bedevian stated that since the Chur.ch is growing, she thinks. adding. ~s to, the 
Parish Council is justified becimse. you \d.ll ·spread the burden of leadership, and .that 
is important as We _grow;., There was much discussion on the pro,EX>sal, for and against •.. 
Sarkis Bedevian. asked for Der Paree'·s : opinion on :this :rratter. Der Paree stated that he 
thinks we haVe qualified people in the Parish and ·that having riany people will .ireke it 
easier prOvided that those people know what their· function 'is ... ·Therefore,· Der Paree. 
recorrmended that the Parish Councl.l have eleven people. George Dabagian, the .Chci.i.:r:rocin 

· . of last year, was asked to c6nrnent. on .'this ·subject~ · He stat'ed that he feels· that be..:. . 
cause the Church is grOwing and the Irembers have ·been getting greater i that he would 
agree ·in increasing the IIEmbership from nine to ~leven. A yote was· taken, which vote 
was in . favor. The notion \'laS carried. · .. · • 

The next proposal :rrade by Sarkis Bedevian was tlEt: the minutes of the. Parish AsseJ.Ilbly 
·he prepared and :rrailed within 60. days to all dues-paying rtE!Ilbers of the,.Parish; that · 
·the Parish Council'recorrmended that this should be dorie. The _pxoposal '-las seConded. 
There was a discussion ·on· it. A vote "tvas taken, which vote "t<rcis"fu favor. ~-The. pro.EXJsal 
Wa.s carried. · · · · 

I. 

The neXt proposal brought OUt '1:\TO.S. that any conmittee that is elected by. this Assembly r:mst · 
have a Chainran, and an individual getting the highest vote will'automatically l,eco::ne the. 
Chairman; thci.t you. have t.o :have a ChairrrBn who' w:>Uld be· responsible to see that the com- . 
mittee does its job~ The·· proposal was seconded. Al Voskian stated that this does not · . 
apply to Parish cOimcil nanbers, it is orily for corrmittee lre:rnbers. Noubar· Jesso'urian 

. stated that he \'laS against it •. He felt the carmittee shOuld elect their 0\'ln Chaim?l· 
A vote was taken as to the highest· vote,. which vote \'laS in favor.· The propc)sal was 
carried. · · · · · · · · · 

At this point Der Paree proposed· that we elect a Stewardship Conrni.ttee. He stated that 
· the general purpose and c6ncern :of a Stewardship Cornnittee in the congregation should . be 
to raise theChristian living'· and giving level of the entiie membership of the congrega
tion. Therefore, he stated there are specific responsibilities.: (1). Initiation of an 
ongoing. program of analysis. and evaluation; ;identifY :the privileges,: opportUnities, . 
and responsibilities of the Irembership in a 'Christian 'congregation' for each and 
every rrernber, new and old. (2) The Stewardship ,Comnittee.shall. analyze,_ quarterly; the 

. Christian. giving of: a. Irembership of the; congregation tO'. (a);- dete:tmine :trends,· ; (b) uncover 
problems and Weaknesses, and (c) det~ne~ erriphasis' ~ri<?h 'nero tO'he :made··.'in .the informa-. 

1 ......... ' 
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· · .·.8~~ ~ ~u~~~~~P~~ :of th~ ·co~~egaf{on~: :.· (3) -.The ~t~d~hlp c~ttee.shall'be · 
reSpOnsible .for the ilri.tiation ·and planning .of an intensive· every m=rnbe:r. canvas in a .. 

. . · · Christian stewardship .. each· and . every year. ner .Paree Stated that OUr giving habit is .. 
'not: based on Christian. principle and that. lie thinks this has· over-all spiritual ramifi-. · 

... ~catioris. as to the mission of .the Cl:mrch. He said tl'rit ·we ·cal1 elect people from the · 
· ~Ass.embly.t.O carry out thi's :important·functionof the Church.·.- 'He fUrther stated that the 
. stewardship Corrmittee,. elected fran the ~arish Assembiy,-.will c6nsis1:: ·of a Pastor, an . 
. · Auditing .. Coirriri.ttee·,. a.Treci.surer, and:~ Parishioners .. that will be appointed by .the .. · 

. . · Parish q>tinciL. This· group will. head .thi:i eritire function of visitations, ·canvasses, . and · 
.. so' forth.. • The Chainnan at this time;·· asked for ·a: second on the' proposal. .. The propasill 
. was· 5econdea;·. There was Imlch discussion on the 'prop6&3.1.·. A Vote was taken, which vote 

· · ; Wa.s in favor.· The proposal Wa.s ·carried. · · ·. , · • · . · . ·. : · : .. ·. ·. · · . . . · .. 

:::. Charle's Prna:jiani_.at ;tlu~ pO~t;,. a~eci.··~e .rhllot ~ttee f~r it~'report~ which. ~S··' ... 
. ·. as follows:. ' . . ' . ' : . . ·... -:) . ,. 

· P~ish coun~il~ .;M.rrtin. ~p6ian; ;Vahram:vciTjaberliaD., .ti:>vie ·Tiibian, Janes Noorigian,· and .. 
. Sarkis Bedevian as alternate •. · ... · · .. , . ~.: :. :. · . · . . · . ·. . . 

.. 
· · Dioce~ ··~l~gatei. sarkis. BedeVlan ·and ·za.\ren .·Dad~:.··. ·. · · · · . ' . . . ~ ~ . 

: . .Auclitiri~ ~~~<;~~~e ~tia?,~.:ftl~d~To~~~.~ ·.kna Jack.Hac~an .• 
. ·. ·. : ' . ::· ......... -.. . ...... :t '_J ... ' ~ ' • 'i :; \. ·.·.; \ _. •• ;..: ' $. •• ~ _,. __ .. j .. • ·• ~- \.... ',. • • • • • ; • ' 

·Norirl.nating Ccmnittee: · John Nakashian, Andy Dabbakian·, 'and Charles Pinajian. 
. . .·· : · ·· ··.·. n · .~~: .. ; 1·., F.·:~'i .:.:;: L:; .. r' ;: ·\':·-~·) fJ! :·:·~·:. :- · 
It WaS noted :;that ·t:h.ere 'were 104 ballots·; ·:Which-' is a trecb:i:'d·. '. .. · 

.·.··~<.·~·';. ,.; -~.r:~·~-; .· ... : .. >:~-··.·~··"":~~ .... ·.:~··."~·.~-.·~--~ .. ·;·r.'·\.-:' .. ~~.~:.~·/.;..··:·":\ ,·,·. ~-'·:.• ·.·.;.::. • ·. ,•,', .. ·. . ·.-:. 

·At·this time; Al Voskian recornrended that- in· the· next Delegate election; that we elect 
. ·one for· four· years ·c0d :one, :for:~~: yea¥s~ -~use now yo\l cari get ~ c:ornP;tet~l:Y· new :: 
. delegates going .intO :office at:the sarre tlme'.;.'" This way you IDuld have one.man who .is·.· 

'. ·familiar .·Wit.J:i· sorre .t.hili.gs" that: are gc)i.rlg .on}:' Charles Pl.najian Said it was his .under-.. 
. · · ·' standing that.we aie.not.pennitted tO. do-that~ .although 'We will.make a note of it.· Sarkis·· 
. . . .Bedevian·. stated that mpefully this year we smuld J:Eve many new rrernbers in· the Church 

· ana. .neXt .year we will have · ari election for· a· third· delegate. He stated that if oUr 
· Church. Irel'llbeiship . increases next ·year,· .:that we· will .hOld our eleetion for a third· dele-:-
. ga:te .·.; .There were . no other· proposals . at ·this· time. · · 

' • •· • •' ' • ... ',• •• •• .: •• - r ' 

.. -NeW .Business: .. Sarkis Bedevian stated he ·wantea·tc>·hear· frcm the Feasibility ~ttee 
·as to what· the progress·.teport is •. Rex Kachigian ·stated that sirice the .. last Assembly. .· 

· : · neeting, the Feas'ibility Corrmittee has mat with all· the .organizations of the· Church, ·has lis
, . :': )telleci.' "j. to' 'their. ideas; and their desires and needs.. Then they mat· With 'an 'architect: . 

.' . .WhOm~they:had hired and who ·is nOW taking .that 'infonnation and· putting it iilto various 
types of layouts tO see· what is :best sUited·. for this Church. He . further stated that they 
have;:a meeting this Thursday, the 19th,· :to review the:first ·set· of plans, and that· is . 

. alout where we stand right noW'.: · · . · . . · · , · . ·: · · · · . · · ... 
·:.· .. ·. . . .. ~ : .. I· . . . .: ·. . .. ' _. ..... >. ·. . .· .. 

•/, · At this point, :wayne Keliishian asked Mr.; Kachigian ab:mt .the details on the plans in the 
. back that were· brought to the architect; What> is being included? · ReX 'Kachigian stated · 

.... the 'different :aitei:natives that were presented. to t.J:ie ,architect: as. to our .expansion. (1) 
·It was felt .that downstairs smuld be made ·into classrOOms and we shoUld try to acheive . 
. ·.the number of classroOms· that were requested bY .the .Aim:mian ·and SUnday School, . an audio

·· visual room, etc •.. ·(2) To add.a building i:h the back of. the Church to accorrodate the ... 
. balance of the needs of the sch:x:>l,· if· any~ ·:Tliese are .things .tO be considered •. (3) .To 
'then add an attacl:ment·tO the ChUrch, .. going reck, with' an ·auditoriUm to acconodate the 

. ., . ··, :·.. .• . . ' . . . . . . .· .. 
. . '• . 
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other needs , including sorre physical facilities for basketba.ll and sp:>rts . Mr. Kachigian 
stated that they are going to take those plans , review them, get prices on them, and then 
see what is going to happen . Grace Pinajian asked the narre of -the architect. Mr. Kachi
gian stated the architect is Mr . Guy Giordano from Closter . 

Sarkis Bedevian asked if there was a target date for the plans, in other ~rds , a date 
that we will break ground . Mr . Kachigian at this tiire stated that this Comnittee does 
not have the authority to go to that stage ; that we are trying to ~rk as rapidly as 
possible with the architect and to get quotations which we will turn over to the special 
Parish Assernbl y rreeting sorretirre this year. Wayne KeJhi_shian asked if the plans included 
locker room facilities and showers . Mr . Kachigian stated that the archi teet had been 
asked to consider those in his layout. 

Der Paree , at this tirre , congratulated the newly elected rrembers of the Parish Council, 
the Diocesan Delegates , the Auditing Comnittee and the Nominating Comnittee . He stated 
that he hopes that by ~rking together we will carry this Church to a greater future . He 
was very happy to see that the new rrembersthat have joined our Parish recently were in 
attendance : Mr . & Mrs . John .Masrobian and Grace .Marookian. 

Der Paree stated that the final thing to be noted concerned us as Arrrenians, as well as 
individuals , concerning our brothers and sisters , that they have suffered so much in Leba
non . At this point , a proposal was made by Der Paree to aid Lebanese Arrrenians . He 
stated that because of recent civil strife and hardship , the well-organized Arrrenian com
rrnmity in lebanon faces an uncertain future . Arrrenians all over the ~rld are rendering 
every assistance to save the Arrrenian com:runity of Lebanon from extinction . Therefore, 
we , the citizens of the United States and Irernbers of St . leon ' s Annenian Church , propose 
to appeal to appropriate agencies of our governrrent , corrmittees on refugees , to render 
every assistance of a humanitarian nature to Lebanon , especially assisting Lebanese Arrren
ians. The proposal was seconded . There was a discussion on the proposal . A vote was 
taken, which vote was unanirrous in favor . 

John Najarian made a notion that the rreeting be adjourned . The notion was seconded . A 
vote was taken, which vote was unanirrous . The rreeting \vas closed at this tirre. 

~1( ~ eJ. a.A/V>7! ._A 

Ck~ ?~(]:~<--. 

Re~J?E?Jtfull y s~ tted, 

J~~~ 
ANN TAKVORIAN , Secretary 

-5-


