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PASTORIAL REPORT

I give thanks to God that we were able to work together one
more year for the progress of our beloved St. Leon's Armenian
Church.

THANKS_AND APPRECIATION

First I want to thank all our Armenian and Sunday School
teachers who volunteered their devoted service in educating
our children in the faith of our forefathers.

My sincere thanks to the deacons and the members of the Cholr
who faithfully came to church every Sunday in order to &ing in
the worship of God.

The flnancial and moral success of our parish, we owe to the
efforts of our organizations. I wént.to thank all the Executive
Bodies and their members for their devotion to their church.

I also want to thank all the committees of varlous affairs for
thelr hard work.

FINANCIAL

Money is necessary for the operation of the church life. I am
happy to see that nur small parish,through the unlimited sac-
rifice of her devoted members was able to ralse more than
$50,000.00 during the year 1967.

I want to thank all those families who during the past five
years regularly contributed to our Building Fund to enable the
church to meet the mortgage payments.

I am happy to see the steady increase of the Parish Council
income. This we mainly owe to the weekly envelopes and the
speclal donations made for the sacraments and on other occasions.

It 1s very sad, to see some ofi'our beloved ones pass away. Yet
death 1s unevitable, but 1t is very useful custom to see people's
generous contributions towards In Liew of Flowers towards St.
Leon's Building Fund.

PASTORIAL ACTIVITIES

The summary of the activities for 1967 are as follows:

Worship- During the past year Sunday services were conduct-
o ed regularly.

Speclal Services also were conducted on various holidays.

American Christmas Day
Armenlian Christmas Eve
Vescer Services during Lent
S®. Vartanantz Day

Eacter Eve



Saturday evening services on the eve of the Consecration
Annieversary of our church in September

Rituals

During the past year the total of the rituals were as
follows:

Baptism : 12

Confirmation 1

wedding T

Funeral .10

I also conducted 14 funeral services in the Holy Cross
Church of Union City in the absence of the pastor.

Meetings

These are the number of the meetings that I was able to
preside or attend.

Parish organizations and committee meetings 93
Outside of the parish 4y
Functions 40
Visitations

The total of my visitations 1s 227

Day family visitations

Evening family visitations g?
0
Hospitals 50

Desk work
The following are the office work accomplised by the pastor.

a-Preparing sermon for every Sunday in Armenian and English

b.Parish paper. "Lradoo" published every month and mailed
to 600 families. The English section was done by Yere-
tzgin Rose, Alice Yazmajian and Mary Hachiglian, whom I
thank on bel..1f of the parish.

c.Every Saturday morning I have taught Armenian songs to
our 48 Armenian School children.

d.During the year I have kept all the correspondence in the
office.

e-I have tried to put the telephone into good use by keeplng
contact with the parishioners.

Diocese

I have also done some work for our Diocese.



As member of the Diocesan Council I have attended the
meetings and worked on various commlttees.

As one of the two editors of "Hayasdanzatz Yegegetzi'
monthly publications, I have tried my best to write
editorials and articles and dompile ine paper.

Lecturs- During the past year on various occaslons, I
have lectured twice to the youhg groups and twice to
the ladies groups in this metropolitan area.

Suggestions
As your Pastor, I would like to make the following
suggestlons for the betterment and enrichment of our
parish.

Financial

we can not plan future programs without the fin-
ancial means. Therefore we should think about
the financial welfare of our church.

Building Fund

As you know Parish Councill few months ago initiated
a second 5 year pledge campaign towards the re-
maining $90,000.00 mortgage. I urge all the faith-
ful in this parish to bring their share towards the
success of this campaign

Weekly Offering ®nvelopes

In order to increase the income of Parish Council,
we should see that all the parishioners are taking
part in Weekly Offering Envelopes.

Wills

Very few people really talk about wills, yet 1t 1s
the most important thing in our lives. When we pre-
pare our wills, we must definitely remember our
church and secure her share.

Religious

I suggest to this Assembly to form a Visitation Committee.
It is our Christian duty to visit occasionally those people
within our parish who need our visits.

Cultural

The cultural 1life of our parish i1s not satisfactory. There-
fore I urge you to form a Cultural Committee in order to
have more cultural activities during the year.



Educational

It is time now to think about beginning an Armenian Adult
School and a Bible Class. I advice you to form an Educ-
ational Committee to take care of all the religious and
language schools of our parish.

St. Leon's Armenian Parish has proven ih the past that with

the help and cooperation of her faithful, progress 1s possible.
But our work is not finished. More 1s expected from us. Let
us continue to give our full financial and moral support to our

beloved St. Leon's Armenian Church for the begterment of our
community life and for the glory of God.

Der Carnig Hallajian



PARISH COUNCIL ANNUAL REPORT

I"m happy to report that the annual Parish Council report
for 1967 is nothing more than a continuation of an exellent
progress report made last year for 1966.

Our church attendance and membership keeps growing. we
now have 150 families who have offering envelopes and contribute
regularly on a weekly basis. We expect to reach the 200 mark
this year. I might add that this 1s the 1life blood of any
church.

wWwe have easily met all of our church operatlon expenses
and have had enougn funds available to do the following es-
sential items: two rooms were built on the second floor in
Parish House, new shrubs and flowers were planted on the church
grounds, window curtains and drapes were installed 1inctthe
Church Hall, two large closets were built for the Priest's and
deacon's vestments, cabinets inithe Cholir Room. Purchased
complete dinner and silverware, cablnets and a new refrigerator
for the kitchen, complete loud speaker system, an automatic
screen for movies, additional lights for the interior and exterr .
lor of the church, and many other small improvements too num-
erous to mention.

The small house at the rear of the Parish House, 1s still
rented for $125.00 per month. This income up to now has more
than pald the original cost of renovating and from here on in
this amount will be a small steady income for us.

The origlanl 5 year pledges started while the church was
8till on Bloomfield Av nue in Paterson has terminated as of
December 31, 1967. I would like to report that by the end of
1967, $67,132.00 had been paid against the origianl pledge of
$76,455.00. Certainly our parishioners were most generous for
fulfilling theif:obligation. Anyone who has not yet completed
paying thelr original pledge 1s urged to do so and we sin-
cerely hope that they will renew their pledges for another 5
years. Any parishioner who did not make a pledge 5 years ago
can do so by soeing any parish council member or Der Hayr.

I am also very happy to report that in the year 1967 we prepaid
our mortgage $19,000.00, bringing our original mortgage of
$135,000.00 to $80,000.00. This was in addition to meeting

our monthly mortga:e payments whlch amounts to $10,000.00 for
the year, which means that our Building Fund paid out to Nat-
ional Community Bank $29,000.00.



We also have started the new year, 1968 off on the right
foot by already pre-paying another $9,000.00 from the mortgage.
We can thank among others, the fine job cur Memorial Committee
has been doing in selling the remaining memorials and turning
some of the revenue over to the Building Fund. The balance
in our Trust Account, which 1s administered by James Nooriglan,
Zaven Marootian, And E. Geobtge Dabagian is $15,349.07.

The enrollment in both the Sunday School and Armenian
School has been increased and tHe membership in some of our
organizations has been strengthehed.

The following affairs were sponsored by the Parish Council:
New Year's Eve dance, the Annual Picnic, the Blessing of the
Grapes, and the Second Anniversary Consecration Dinner.

The Parish Council held regular meetings every second
and fourth Tuesday of each month and any other special work
session that was deemed necessary. I would like to thank each
and every member for their untiring efforts for the year of 1967.

On behalf of the Parish Council, I would like to thank
Der Carnig Hallajian and Veretzgin Rose for their continued
contribution to strengthen our church and we want them to know
it's deeply appreciated.

E. George Dabagian
Parish Council Chairman



ST. LEON'S ARMENIAN SCHOOL

Chairlady Mothers Committee
Treasurer

School Staff

Dance Instructors

Enrollment
School Hours and day
School Rooms

Curriculum

Annual Activities

Speclal Programs

Tulition

Mary Huller
Lillian DeFalma

Rev. Carnig Hallajian
Yeretzgin Rose Hallajlan
Seta Jessourian

Helen Mardirosslan
Khosrov Katibilan

Virginia Holopilkian
Liz TopJian

The entire staff volunteer thelr
services to our school.

48 students
10:00 a.m. to 12 noon on Saturday:s
Church Hall

Students are divided into four
classes according to age and
Armenian la.:guage understanding.
Textbooks pringed in Istanbul

and Armenia are used as recommend-
ed by the Diocese.

Sub jects taught: Reading, wWriting,
Conversation, History, folks songs
and dancing.

Hantess, Vartanantz Day luncheon,
Visit the Emerson Home, Outilng
trip.

Special guest artists are invited
to talk and enlighten the students
in their fleld of Armenian culture

$10.00 1is charged per student to
defray the expenses of the school
All students are provided with
textbooks, notebooks and supplles



CHURCH SUNDAY SCHOOL

10:00-10:25 Junior Choir - Helen Verga, Director. Discon-
tinued in October due to poor attendance.

10:30-11:00 Worship service and assembly. The Primary Depart-
ment assembles 1n the Church Hall while the
Secondary Department meets 1n the upstairs room
behind the choir room.

11:00-11:45 Classes

11:45-11:50 Prepare to attend church

Primary Department - Ann Pace, Superintendent

Teachers: Assistants:
Edna Tungrian Valerie Skenderian
Vickie Tarzian Michelle Sarkisian

Peggy Dishian
George Marootian
Karen Tungrian

Secondary Department - Elsie Bedrosian, Superintendent

Teachers: :
Yeretzgin Rose Hallajian S“bﬁ;itgﬁzkzﬁigﬁers'
¥igyMggég§§a Florence Gulkasian

n Anne Kachigilan

Mary Dabbakilan
Arple Vartanesian
Varsen Torosian
Marge Donabedian
Rose Mardirossian

Carol SooJian

Advisor: Yeretzgin Rose Hallajian. We are all grateful to
Yeretzgin for her hard work, valuable guidance, and
steadying influence on our group.

Our special thanks to Der Hayr for all his assistance.
Officers and Staff:

Publicity Director - Varsen Torosian

Recording Secretary- Peggy Dishian

Cradle Roll Superintendent and Attendance Officer-Dottie Karamian
Assistant Attendance Officer - Arpine Bonjouklian

Treasurer - Helen Verga

Clerical Secretary - Nancy Pace

Pianist - George Marootian

Social Chairlady - Rose Hachigilan

Fleld Trip Chairlady - Yeretzgin Rose



Money Raising Activities:

Lenten and Christmas Offering envelcnes
Weekly Offering envelopes

Chocolate candy bars and paper napkins
Cake sale

Number of Students Registered:

Cradle Roll 12
Primary Dept. 67
Secondary Dept. _80

Total 159

1967 Activities

Holy Communion and Communion Breakfast
Christmas Pageant

St. Vartanantz Day Church Service - Junior Choir sang

Lenten Offering

Holy Communion and Communion Breakfast

Easter plants to all students

Mother's Day - Cake sale

Annual Picnic - held jointly with St. Thomas Church at
plenic grounds, Van Saun Park, Paramus.

Fleld trip to Shea Stadium for baseball game

Rally Day and Registration

Hallowe'en Party

Thanksgiving Baskets to Home for the Armenian Aged in Emerson

Christmas Offering

Preceding activities are usual events which take place every
year. Yeretzgin Rose, our Field Trip Chairlady, has ordered
tickets for the Passion Play held during Lent in Union City.

Our sincere thanks to all parents who faithfully turn their
children over to our care each Sunday.

Elsie Bedrosian and Ann Pace
Superintendents



CHURCH CHOIR

Our choir 1is making progress slowly but steadily. This
past year we have purchased the new Choir Assoclation books
with our own funds and we have used them for special Sundays,
such as on the occasion of Surpazan Torkom Manoogian's visit
and other occasions.

As you have noticed, our numbers are increasing. Both in
the Cholr and especially at the Altar. We now have seven
active Altar servers, one away at college, Richard Dabagian
and George Marootian at present teaching Sunday School class.
This year we have welcomed to our group Deacon Sarkis
Soultanian and Shavarsh Torosian. Both bring with them many
years of experience.

Our regular choir members, totaling 16 are present practically
every Sunday. Of course, we pay special tribute to Lucy
Dabagian for her untiring efforts throughout the year among
all of her other activities.

I extend my persohal thanks and appreciation for all of our
Choir members for their participation throughout this
past year.

Charles Pinajilan
Chairman, Church Choir



THE MEN'S CLUB

Most new organizations take 3 to 4 years to get off the ground.
The Men's Club of St. Leon#*s 1s no exception. Our growth has
not been too good. This is the start of c¢'r third year and I
can see some definite signs of encourgement. An indication of
that 18 the fact that over 70 people attended the Installation
Dinner held recently at the Blue Swan Inn.

For about slx months last year we ran a 50-50 raffle. The
proceeds of the raffle were used to have a coffee and cake soclal
for our parishiocners every 3rd Sunday immediately after church
services. We have served on several occasions 200 adults and
children. However, the average for these coffee socials 1is

about 125 people. Also with the proceeds we served 150 children
and their parents bacon and eggs for Communion Breakfast on
Easter Saturday morning.

Our monthly program activities for 1967 were as follows:

Film highlights of the Giants Football(New York)

Phyllis Finston, singer and commedienne

Talk and sJides by Der Hayr on his last visit overseas

Sport Nite with Dennis Ribant, pitcher, New York Mets

An archery demonstration by a championship Archery Team

A talk with slides entitled "A Trlp to the Moon" by
New Jersey Bell Telephone

Alice and Andy Shahinian instructions in Armenilan
dancing

A fileld trip to Poly Plastic Products in Oakland, N.J.

(a company owned by one of our members Al Voskian)

A Game Nite and Tavloo tournament.

the Men*s Club is open to all male members of the church.

There are no age requirements. The annual dues is only $5.00

We meet the 3rd Friday of each month. We urgently appeal to our
church male members to come Joiln with us and enjoy these programs
I just mentioned. i

As the Chairman for 1967, I would like to thank my fellow officers
and advisors and want them to know it was a very happy experience
to work with them. My sincere congratulations and wishes for a
very successful year to the officers who will lead us in 1968.

E. George Dabaglan
Chairman, Men's Club



THE GUILD

1967 Officers

Chairman Andrew Dabbakian

Vice Chalirman Anthony Tungrian

Treasurer Evelyn Orr

Cor. Secretary Lucille Tashjian

Rec. Secretary Margaret Semonian
Advisors Leon Karamian

George Bedrosian
Barbara Azarian

Membership Meetings 3
Socials

Executive Meetings 6

Activities
Keff Nite
Family Weekend at Van Hotel, Asbury Park

As of October 7, 1967, The Guild, organized under the
sponsorship of Archbishop Mampre Calfayan, and active
for fifteen years was dissolved.

Respectfully submitted,

Margaret Semonian
Recording Secretary



ACYOA

OFFICERS 1966-1967

Chairman Nita DePalma

Vice Chairman Roseanne BonJjouklian
Treasurer Rebecca Bakalian
Cor. Secretary Robyn Dabbakian

Rec. Secretary Donna Dabagian
Publicity Richard Dabagian
Advisor Bette Noorigian

OFFICERS 1967-1968

Chairman Rebecca Bakalilan
Vice Chairman Andrea Tilblan
Treasurer Bill Amerkanian
Cor.&Rec.Secretary Donna Dabagilan
Publicity David Bonjouklian
Advisors Bette Noorigian

George Marootian
Aramene Mazoujian

Members 20
Meetings 10

Executive Meetings 5
ACTIVITIES

Swimming

Ice Skating

Barbeque

Participated in ACYOA Retreat

Participated in ACYOA Assembly

Bazaar Booth

Participated in Church Anniversary Banquet
Christmas Caroling and Party

Cake Sale

Rebecca Bakalian
Chairman



LADIES AID SOCIETY

The past year, 1967, has been a very busy and profitable
year for our Ladies Aild Soclety.

The Board met for eight meetings this year.

Our monthly membership meetings were held on the first wed-
nesday evening of each month, except July and August. We
have 67 dues paying members and our average attendance at
meetings was 35. Refreshments are always served after each
meeting and are donated by three members each month.

At our January meeting, we held our annual election and our
officers for 1967 were:

President Dovie Tilbian

Vice Pres. Lucy Dabaglan

Treasurer Ardemis Jesraly

Rec. Sec'y Q@race Pinajlan

Cor. Sec'y Florence Gulkaslan

Advisors Arax Gamgochian
Carol Soojian

Our Committee Chairmen for this past year were:
Publicity Agnes Voskian
Membership Carol Socojian
RefreshmentsArax Gamgochlan
Visitation Helen Mazoujlan
Program Lucy Dabagian
Sunshine Emerald Noorigian

PROGRAMS AND AFFAIRS

January Electlions, Christmas Party,Plastic Wraps Discussion
February Panel Discussion, Fish & Chips Dinner

March Hat Show, Lenten Luncheon

April "Receipes of New Jersey" by Public Service

May Slides and lecture on Armenian by Mrs.Alice Shahinian
June Dinner meeting by the Board members in honor of

new members
September Film and talk on "Sex Education in Public Schools"
. Bergen Mall Charity Festival
October "Common Sense Dieting" talk and discussion
Rummagé Sale
November Movie and talk on "Stamp Out Drug Addiction
Church Bazaar
December Farewell Party honoring Rose Hachigilan

Our meetings have been most interesting and commanded a good
turnout. May I say that all our members have cooperated whole-
heartedly and without their help, none of this would have been
possible.



LADIES AID SOCIETY
(Continued)

My deep appreclation and grateful thanks *o our Der Hayr who
has been both our leader and inspiration to us all, and to all
the members of our executive body for giving so willingly of
themselves and to each and every member who has done her share
for the betterment and progress of our beloved church.

A check for $2,700.00 has been turned over to the Parish Council

for the year 1967 and $1,000.00 has been turned over to the
Buillding Fund.

Respectfully submitted

Dovie Tilbian, President
Ladies Aild Soclety
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Comparative Budget Summary 1967 and 1968

Proposed Budget LI L1900

RECEIPTS

Weekly Envelopes, Dues
and Loose Plate Collections

Special Denatioms~- Sacraments,
Funerals, Ezndiles

Net Profit from Affairs
Sale of Books,Lradoo, Calendars

Holiday Donations
Christmas and Easter

Donations from Auxiliary Org,.
Miscellaneous Income
Rental Income - Cottage

TOTAL RECEIPTS

DISBRUSEMENTS

Pastor's Stipend and Auto Expense

Parish House Expense

Church Repgirs,Maintenance,Upkeep

Diocesan Expenses - Assessments,
Dues, Clergy Insur:snce Fund,
Sundry

Lradoo Expenses

Cash Transfer to Savings Account

Administrative & Gen'l Expenses

Church Operating Expenses
Insurance, Utilities, Office

Capital Improvements to Building

Equipment Purchases, Repairs
and Capital Improvements

TOTAL DISBURSEMENTS

ACTUAL
“I96T

38’229057
3,128.55

2,870.91

135.50
L,908,00

2,760,00

510,57

 1,780.00

$24,273,12

$6,115.00
981.4L
3,126,97
1,856.40

478.50
Lt,1400,00
2,708.17
2,850.22

2,193,00

$2L4,709,70

PROPOSED
“BUDGET

—1%68
$9,500

3,000

2,000
250
5,000

5,000

750

1,500

$27,000

7,200
1,200
3,900
2,000

675

4,500
2,700
2,625

1,500
700

7,000



ST. LEON'S ARMENIAN CHURCH

Combined Statement of Cash Receipts and Disbursements
o By Fund and Assets, '
Liabilities and Fund Balances

December 31, 1967

Parish Bldg. Memorial Ladies Sunday
Total Council comm. Comm. Aux. School
Begiﬁnigg Balance $36,754.18 $1,994.76 $11,041.23 $1,457.90 $2,942.06 $2,085.07
1/1/67
Add Cash Receipts 73,639.95 24,273.12 30,872.32 4,820.00 4,974.28 2,069.14
Total cash Available§l10,394.13 26,267.88 41,913.55 6,277.90 T7,916.34 4,154 .21
Less Cash
Disbursements 68,539.66 24,709.70 29,952.00 4,005.00 5,677.67 2,477.31
Ending Balance
12/31/67 $41,854 .47 1,558.18 11,961.55 2,272.90 2,238.67 1,676.90
Pledges Receivable 42,421.00 42,421.00
(Note #1)
Am't. due on sale of
memorials 4,765.00 4,765.00
Real Estate
Land & Parish Hcusge57,500.00 57,500.00
Church 204,300.00 204 .300.00
Church Furnishings 47,378.55 47,378.55
Total Fund Assets $398,219.02 .1,558.18  363.561.10 7,037.90 2,238.67  1.676.90

Liabilities and Fund Balance
Mtge. Payable $ 80,617.08
12/31/67
Fund Balance 317,601.94

Total Mortgage and
Fund Balance $ 398,219.02




. 2 -.
Trust Fund (Note)

Note #1

Pledges receivable constlitute following:

01d pledges expiring in the year 1968 § 9,
New pledges expiring in the year 1972

Total pledges recelvable

" bl

$E§ ,000

Armenian and Special #2
School’ Guild Choir ACYOA- M&T&% Savings Acct.
Begiﬁgigg Balance $1;185.39- $311.65 $396.02 $496.96  $102.00  $14,7h1.14
1/1/67 '
Add Cash Receipts 520.14 88.35 73.16 75.00 725.41 5,149.03
Total Cash Available$l,705.53 400.00 469,18 571.96 827.41 19,890.17
- .Less. Cash

..Dicbursements 276.76 400.00 203.20 193.96 644 .06 -

- Ending Balance _

"12/31/67 $;,428.77 - 265.98 - 378.00 183.35 19,890.17
Total Fund Assets $1,428.77 - 265.98 378.00 183.35 _ 19,890.17
Notes to Flnanclal Statements:

Note #2

Trust Fund Savings Acct.A $7 534.03
East Paterson, N.J.

403 Trust Fund Savings Acct.B
Fair Lawn, N.J. -
) 21 Parish Council Savings Acct

7,815.04

4, 541 .10
$19,;690.17






