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- Pastor's Report

ST. LEON ARMENIAN CHURCH
1983 ANNUAL REPORT
FEBRUARY 5, 1984

SUPPLEMENT

AGENDA

' Call to order

Verification of eligible voters
Election of Assembly officers
Reading of 1983 Assembly Minute
Parish Council and Organization Reports
Elections: Parish Council (5)
’ Diocesean Delegates (3)
Auditing Committee (3)
Nominating Committee (3)

. Auditing Committee Report

Approval of 1984 Budget
New Business _
Adjournment. and Benediction
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ST. LEON ARMENIAN CHURCH
Rev Paree Meg]zan, Pastor
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ST. LEON ARMENIAN CHURCH
PASTOR'S ANNUAL REPORT 1983

| "DOING LITTLE THINGS WITH A STRONG DESIRE TO PLEASE GOD.
MAKES THEM REALLY GREA :
ST FRANCIS DESALES

It has been nine years since I was called upon to be the pastor
of St. Leon Armenian Church. In the intervening period, our con-
gregation has experienced growth and recorded many impressive accom-
plishments. It causes us to rejoice!! This was all possible because
we were able to work together in love for the Glory of God. :

It is certainly a pleasure for me to address the Annual Assembly
about the state of St. Leon Armenian Church. This past year will go
" down in the annals of our parish as another productive year. It was
a year of many accomplishments even though there are still some un--
realized needs that confront us. _

Every Sunday Divine Liturgy was celebrated with the choir and
deacons participating. We are indeed fortunate in having such ded-
icated deacons and choir members The Sunday attendance registered
above average. S ' -

" The Sunday Church School reg1stered 76 students and the Armenian
‘ School 55. Our parochial schools are in excellent condition due to
- dedicated leaders, talented staff members and Committee members.

Two nurture groups - Care and Share, chaired by Mrs. Linda:
CaplZZl and Bible Study Fellowship, led by George Marootian has been
functioning very well. Although these nurture groups have limited
following, they have filled a vacuum in the lives of all partlcipants

- Another group which seems to have a great potential is the
Young Couples Group. They held their first get-together and a series
of events is being anticipated. This group was initiated by the

Parish Council under the leadership of Arthur Ohnikian.

' The St. Leon ACYOA, Jrs. is another organization that hancome
of age due to its seriousapproach and good leadership, led by Armen
Varjabedian. They have been fortunate in hav1ng Jon and Barbara Roy-
land who act as advisors with great zeal.

For the past eight years Yerezgin Angel Metjlan has been instru-
mental in organizing the Vacation Bible School. This project has been
an enormous blessing to our youngsters in fermenting the Love of God
and appreciation of our church.

A project close to my heart from which our parish has beneflted
is the SE. Vartan Camp. This past year 42 youngsters attended from
our parish and the camp provided a record $600. campership funds to
the deserving and needy. ‘ -

HIGHLIGHTS OF PASTORAL AND ADMINISTRATIVE ACTIVITIES:

This year, I visited a total of 82 families for home blessings, sick
calls and berevements. I made weekly visits to Valley Hospital and
St. Joseph's and to others whenever special requests were made.

According to our Parish Registry, I performed 15 Baptisms;

7 Weddings; and 14 Funerals, Six new families have joined our parish
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as members. As of January 30, we have 229 dues paying members. _
. Our parish newsletter ''Lradoo'" was published regularly and mailed
to 580 families. Also the Sunday Bulletin was made available every
Sunday except during the .summer months. ' :
What will 1984 bring? Truly, only God knows. ' However, there
are signs that this will be another exciting year, each month filled
with great possibilities. : Let us consider a few: .
(1) St. Leon Parish will host the 82nd Annual Diocesan Assembly
This is an enormous responsibility which the parish willingly assumed.
It will need the support of every member to make it a success.
, (2) We anticipate celebrating the 50th Anniversary of St. Leon
on Sunday, November 1llth to coincide with the burning of the Community
Center mortgage. This too exemplifies our generous spirit of giving
and working together to achieve a goal. For us, the members of .
St. Leon,.the 50th Anniversary must be a time of rejoicing and re-

newal. As a parish we will be called upon to reflect and take bold
ventures. :

Today, I propose: ‘
Church Leadership Retreats

* 50th Anniversary Renewal Conference

* Training and the ordination of Acolytes

* Introduction of a Annual Family Prayer Breakfast

* Dedication of the Library and promotion of the Parish
' Bookstore.

*

Initiation of the 50th Anniversary Endowment Fund

One idea I would like to act upon is to gather the Parish Council
~ members, the Diocesan Delegates, and the Chairman of each organization
to a Leadership Retreat. Members will spend 24 hours defining who
we are and what we want to accomplish not only in 1984 but for the
next five years. I am eager to see what ideas we can come up with.

As a parish, I believe, St. Leon is a most energetic parish -
we seem to have a sense of purpose, unity, harmony and a fair amount
of support for each other. We know too that we are far from being
an exemplary Christian parish. What are the challenges thdt "confront
us? ) .

Any church is small whose members think of minimums in church
attendance, prayer, service, or giving. If the attitude is "How
little can I do ‘and still get by?" the church is little. 1It's a
"big'" church - regardless of its numbers - that think in terms of
giving its best.

Any church is small if it doesn't challenge its young people
with fulltime Christian service. It's a small church whose mothers
and fathers have to apologize if their children consider the ministry.
It's a "big" church - regardless of its numbers - that sends its best
in the service of the Lord.



"Any church is small where giving is measured in minimums, not
maximums. The church budget is not what a church is costing, it.
is what a church is doing! Small churches give'grudginély It's.

a "big" church - regardless of numbers - that glves of its means

"with great joy.

Any church regardless of its 51ze, can become small by think-
ing small. - But, I believe, St. Leon is a spirit-filled parish des-
tined to be an illustrlous parish.

I would like to take this opportunlty to express my heartfelt
appreciation to Sarkis Soultanian, Chairman of the Parish Council,
for his able and wise leadership, to members of the Parish Council
for their advice and consent. I would be amiss if I didn't thank
Alice Yazmajian, our church secretary, who continued devotedly. .
carrying out clerical and administrative duties of our parish. The
last, but not the least, to the Management Committee ,who did an.
outstandlng job overseeing the Community Center functions. Our
deepest appreciation to Rex Kachigian along with Ann Kachigian and
Grace Pinajian. '

Let me conclude the way I began:

We can take pride in our accomplishments.

We have turned hope into reality, a dream into a beauty,

prospered when many thought we could not. survive.

But much remains to be done. And we cannot do it alone.

- Working together we need God's continual guidance and empower-
ment by the gifts of the Holy Spirit..

Together, I know we will live up to that challenge.

"529;§ in Christ's Service,
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ST. LEON ARMENIAN CHURCH
Rev. Paree Metjian, Pastpr

January 20;-1984

Dear Parishioners:

An examination of all financial reports for the Parish
Council and various church organizations was conducted for
the fiscal ‘'year of 1983. Where necessary, corrections were

-made and brought to the attention of the Parish Council
and/or the organizations.

The Auditing Committee consisting of myself, Vahram
Varjabedian and Jacques Tossounian certify that all the finan-
cial reports as shown in 1983 Annual Report reflect accur-
ately the financial status of the church organizations.

Respectfully submitted,

- A, K-

Steven Kachigian
Chairman
Auditing Committee

-6-
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SUMMARY OF ORGANIZATIONAL FUNDS

ON HAND
AS OF DECEMBER 1983

" PARISH COUNCIL (CHECKING ACCOUNT)....... e
PARISH COUNCIL (SAVINGS ACCOUNT) .....oeevvnn..
ST. LEON SPECIAL COMMITTEE. . ......uueununnannn.. |

WOMEN'S GUILD...... e, . S

ACYOA, JRS....ivvvvennnn £ttt

ST. LEON ENDOWMENT FUND. ... vvon s rnsnnsnnns

-7~

..$10,974.80

©3,961.64

396.85

... 2,599.39
... 2.,539.03
..... 2,489.18



ST. LECN ARMENIAN CHURCH

ANNUAL REPORT 12/1/83

NAME OF THE ORGANIZATION WOMEN'S GUILD

NAMES OF EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE:

Chairman............. ..Florence Grunstra
Vice-Chairman ......... Edna Tungrian
Treasurer.......... ....Lucy Chagachbanian
Ass't. Treasurer...... .Katherine Ohnikian
Recording Sec'y........Marge Semonian
Corresp. Sec'y.........Ruth Bedevian
Dorothy Karamian
Advisors:......venuvuen Olga Chongoushian

Anne Marootian
Florence Gulkasian

TOTAL MEMBERSHIP: 95

MAIN ACTIVITIES: Barn Dance, Retreats, St. Leon Name Day, - -
Lenten Dinner, Coffee hospitality, Fish n'Chips,
Diocesan Spiritual Renewal Conference, Senior
Luncheon, One World Festival, Bazaar. -

FUTURE ACTIVITIES:French Toast Breakfast, St. Leon Name Day, Fish n'
Chips, Lenten Luncheon, Diocesan Assembly Hospitality,
Strawberry Festival, Women's Guild Observance Day,
50th Anniversary Banquet.

FINANCIAL REPORT

Checking Account Balance 12/1/82 $990.97

Savings Account Balance 12/1/82 692.48
Special Savings Account Balance 12/1/82 ' 1,004.41
Receipts for 1983 1,970.24
' Total $4,658.10
Disbursements | ' 1,047 .44 -
Balance $3,610.66
80% of 1983 NET to Parish Council | $ 738.24
20% remains with organization | 184.56

Report submitted by: Lﬁcy Chagachbanian



'ST. LEON ARMENIAN CHURCH

ANNUAL REPORT 12/1/83

NAME OF THE ORGANIZATION -AST. LEON CHOIR

NAMES OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

Chairman......... «...Charles Pinajian
Vice Chairman........ Hagop Demerci

Corresp. Secretary...Blanda Yilanjian
Recording Sec'y......Helen Mazoujian

Treasurer....... .+...Rose Kirian

FINANCIAL STATEMENT

Special Sovings Account Balance $186.70
 Receipts for 1983 ' - : 580.23
Total - 766,93

Disbursements for-1983 ' ‘ _. 534.69
Bélance 232.24

80% of 1983 NET to Parish Council | 182.15
20% remains with organization o 45,54

Report submitted by: Rose Kirian

NAME OF THE ORGANIZATION SENIOR CENTER

Paying members_70 ‘
Bank Balance 12/1/83 | N $1,974.72
ACTIVITIES:

Asbury Park Dinner Party
8 Dinner Parties at Community Center

Donation made to Parish Council $250.00




. ST. LEON ARMENIAN CHURCH

ANNUAL REPORT 12/1/83

NAME OF THE ORGANIZATION ARMENIAN SCHOOL

NAMES OF EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE -
"President. ceeascceana Rev: Paree Metjian

Chalrperson ............. Rose Najarian

Co~ Chairperson ceeeeena .Evelyn Kalpagian

Treasurer......ccee. ....Marie Dellakian

Recording Sec'y........ .Marion Bandazian

Corresp. Sec'y..........Mary Ann Mozian

Publicity........c0eee.. Barbara Boghosian
. Hospitality......ccecvven. Gloria Zoraian

Costume & Properties....Zabel Kaprelian
- Varsen Torosian

TOTAL STUDENTS: 55

MAIN ACTIVITIES: Language Study, Armenian Grammer, Armenian
. History, Armenian Writers, Song and Dance

'FUTURE ACTIVITIES Chrlstmas Party, Valentine Dance, St. Vartanantz

~ Program, Martyrs' Day, Hantes, Outing, Halloween
Party.

FINANCIAL REPORT

Organization Account Balance 12/1/82‘ . $ 2.48
Savings Account Balance 12/1/82 : 4,851.70
| : o $4,853.18
Receipts for 1983 ' , 7,511.18
L : o . 12,365.36 -
Disbursements for 1983 | 8,403,72
' . Total : 3,961.64
80% of 1983 NET to Parish Council o -0-

(does not include Special account) -
207 remains with organization
g

Report submitted by: Marie Dellakian
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ST. LEON ARMENTAN CHURCH
ANNUAL REPORT 12/1/83 ’

NAME OF THE ORGANIZATION _SUNDAY SCHOOL

SUPERINTENDENT : BerJouhl Feredjian | _
ASSISTANT SUPERINTENDENT: - Susan Dadekian

TOTAL MEMBERSHIP 76

FINANCIAL STATEMENT

Checking Account Balance 12/1/82 .$ 264,33

Savings Account Balance 12/1/82 : ' - 260.85
Receipts for 1983 - - 2,631.09
TOTAL - $3,157.27
Disbursements for 1983 - - 2,760;42
' | BALANCE $ 396.85

80% of 1983 NET to Parish Council } -0-

Report submitted by: Virginia A. Hachadoufién, Treasurer
NAME OF THE ORGANIZATION MEN'S.CLUB

NAMES OF EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
Arthur Ohnikian
Sebouh Jessourian
Richard Tomasian
John Voskian
Gabe Kaprelian
John Loughead

MAIN ACTIVITIES: Church Fellowshlp, Support Sports Activ1t1es of
the church.

FUTURE ACTIVITIES: Survival....Meetings every other month with
. ' ultimate goals of increasing membership. This
organization with proper leadership could be an
asset to the church.

FINANCIAL REPORT

Checking Account Balance . - $5,473.84

Receipts-for 1983 . 7,346.00
e TOTAL 12,819.84
Disbursements : 10,220.45
Balance - $2,599.39
80% of 1983 NET to Parish Council ‘ -0-

Report submitted by: John M. Loughead,
o -11-~



'ST. LEON ARMENIAN CHURCH

ANNUAL REPORT 12/1/83

NAME OF THE ORGANIZATION ST. LEON'S JUNIOR ACYOA

NAMES OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE:

Chairman................. Armen VarJabedlan

Vice-Chairman............ Steven Chagachbanian

Treasurer......ccoeeeeeee Gregg Najarian

Secretary...... eeeeaeaene Debbie Bedevian

Public1ty.;.....;..u;....Peggy Bedevian
ADVISORS

John and Barbara Royland
TOTAL MEMBERSHIP: 25

<§§I§“ACTIVITIES '
' Horseback Riding, Great Adventure, St. Nersess JDance,
Sports Weekend,: Retreats, Tennls Tournament, ‘ACYOA Day,

Bazaar, Hayrlde

. FINANCIAL STATEMENT

Cheekinngceount Balanceta‘ ' . ~ $1,292.83

Savings Account Balance = o o 1,542,66

eR o S | $2,835 49

Receipts for 1983 . 3,505.45

Total | 36,340, 94

Disbursements for 1983 o o ‘ 3,801.91

. : . Balance $2,539.03
80% of 1983 NET to Parish Council -0-

Report submittedtby: ~Gregg Najarian
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RESOLUTION #1 o ‘

PROPOSAL'

That the St. Leon Church Bazaar for 1984 be eliminated from our parish s activities
and seek other methods of .supplementing our budget .in its place.

INTERPRETATION:

Acceptance of this proposal would mean’ that there would be no Bazaar 1n our parish
this year.

RATIONALE:

Whereas our church is hosting the Diocesan Assembly in May of 1984, our membership is
being asked to give all their support to makiung this a successful assembly. Asking those
same people to put out amother emormous effort a few months later to run a successful
Bazaatr would be unteasonable. :

Alternate methods of fund vaising would be able to provide as much financial support
for our budget with less effort on our parishiomers.

Our Bazaatrs in the past few years have been lacking in merchandise and enthusiastic

" participation by the general membership of our parish. The task of runuiung the
Bazaar and providing its mnecessatry .food and merchandise has fallen on a number of
devoted, havd-working patrishioners each year. These same people will be the omnes
working hardest to provide for the needs of the Assembly. It is not faitr.to ask them
to do "double duty" in one year.

We can tresume having an anunual Bazaar in 1985. - We might concider having ounly an
Armeniau Food Fest in 1984 at outr usual Bazaar time so that the outside public not
be d1sappo1nted or discouraged from supporting our church. This food fest could be
done on a smaller and simpler scale than our Bazaar and we might be able to call on-
members of the church who have not participated in the activities of the Assembly to
bear the brunt of the wotk for the food fest.

Respectfully submitted

W"[‘"'@

Barbara Hovsepian

PARiSH COUNCIL OPPOSES THIS RESOLUTION'

For -a number of reasons especially in view of the fact that the Annual
Bazaar involves participation of all church organizations and Budgetary
requirements. Should the Assembly see fit to approve the proposal then .
it should also approve alternate method of raising comparable funds
(approximately $10.000.) :

-13-



RESOLUTION ##2

PROPOSAL ¢

Tﬁat girls as well as boys be allowed and encouraged to trainm to be acolytes.

‘INTER?RETATION:

Acceptance of this proposal would meau that any child, boy or girl, who requested
training to be "tbir" would be allowed to train and serve in our church under the

. guidance of Der Paree. Upon successful completion of training, a formal request
to receive the Four Minor Orders would be submitted to the Diocese, to be an
acolyte with official standiung.

- RATIONALE:

The Church has always, although slowly, made changes to keep up with the needs of each
generation of worshipers. 1In the Early Church, both men and women served as Deacous.
(See St. Paul's Epistle to the Romans 16:1-2.) The Armenian Church has had women

- serving in the Church in its past history, and even at present has at least one woman
Deacon. It is only in trecent centuries that this tradition has faded. It is time
now to reinstate the tradition of women serving in the Church starting with the
Four Minor Orders, Acolyte.

We have many interested girls and boys who wish to take a more active and important

part in the Badatrak. They feel setrving as an Acolyte is exciting, interesting, fulfilling,
and fun. They also feel a spiritual committment to their Church in seeking this office.
These children should be allowed to develop a greater knowledge of their faith and deeper
desire to serve theitr Church through Acolyte service. Theve is no Church doctrine
prohibiting women (girls) from serving in this capacity.

Our parish is small aud we rely on a small number of interested boys to serve as
Acolytes. The number of available servers would be increased to our benefit by
allowing girls to become Acolytes.

In othetr Armenian Churches in our area where girls have trained to serve as Acolytes

and are cuvrrently doing so, their record of devoted, veliable service has watched if

* uot surpassed the trecord of the boys servimg in their parishes.

Respectfully submitted,

Barbara Hovsepian

PARISH COUNCIL WOULD ENDORSE A MODIFIED PROPOSAL AS FOLLOWS:

That girls as well as boys be allowed and encouraged to train and event-
ually ordained as Acolytes (receive the Four Minor orders) provided the
Primate gives prior expression of his approval.
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