
THE TI!lE IS WW! 

Tod:1y we :1ea r n~ch . . . \'!e rea 1 nuc~1 . . . a JOHt t 1le ch rc~. 
00111e s:1y t~1e c }t'..lrch is out!no 'lerl. - out of ~ate - 1.nd soon be 
a reflection 0"'1 t.1e 1>a~cs of j1istory. 

·lthcrs say tl.e ch 1rc:1 is r:oof .... and necessary ... !.nt it's not 
rel evaa t. ·r:w c :.1JTc :1 ~i s t c:1aw;e! 1 '' It nus t c:u=tnre or it . ay die . ' 
T~· ~ :~cy ,ror 1 i;}. t::3ir voca~.Ju l ry is c 1a. ~c! T" ... e ~.rorl · i. is cll~llfi ._lf, 
and t:10r _fore ~·le c ~rH _h, too , rnst chanre. 

LlCre Ltere are t lOSe C.1ristia~1 s Hl10 are a fr1.i~ of c l1 1.nrre. 
C:1a11rre is t~He1.czni 1"' . Cn-:1n-c is a :.HlJ ,mrr1

• T11 J ir tl·!in~ · inr-) 
attit•yl.es anr'l. li '= style are 4=irPly entrcnc'le·1 in t:lC '"'ast. 
Tl-..ey :1ave .lcve lo ,Pl.1 sec:.uity ia d oi!1 ~ t!tin<.s i"'l a ccrtai'1 H'!)'. 

I bel ieve t.1cr · a c o:1 ly t1.vo O)tions 0.1e'1 to t ;1c .i\rT'1enian Cmrc:~ 
left toJ:1y: o .e is t~ stru~:le to rct1.in all it ca'1 of traditional 
forr.1s of 'Jors -l i )) J octri:1es an·l Ci.J StO:-lS '1:1·.1. resist forces t 1wt 
de.l.lntl c !l:l .l fe . T"1en s~e 1.e·r ~eilc ration b.J.n-io 1, w:i.er t11e c h~Irc.h 
nay rlie as n; rac~ L1ll y as ::"'Ossible. Tte otl er o:tion is to acce"'t 
th~ challen:'"e o4= c ~ an~·e, ::Jn-1 clnnnPl it - seek to 1Juil rl to;~et~er 
(Cler ;' y/Lay.~crso ns) :1 c,·,u r~~l 1-1:1icl1 Hill "Je ~true c:x ·_,ression of 
T: e C.1;.trc'1 t:1~t Col i~t'3 ;L1 cd} yet iln ir· .ely suitel to Oilr Z•Jt:l 
ce11tury l.VDrl·l. T0 t 1~e ;::eT'1hers o f "t. Leon are calle ;_1 to "lCet 
t:1at c :1a llcn;~e ! 

· e t he mcr'hcrs of St. Leo:.1 ·.~.h t can 1!8 r1.o tn hrin;: 111uch nce (le i 
chan~es so tl·~t be res~onsive to s iritual an~ ctlt ral nee~s o{ 
.1er P1enbers. I beleive- '·re n..1st ev.J.luatc ourselves .1l1ether t 1c 
c.1 rc !1 is fulfilli a,... its qissioa. I !::10\1 t !1e l-<!orrl. cvalu3.tion is a 
t:lTc'ltenin~ l•JDrt, lmt it is a Lil.>lical or.l. ~t. p,1..1l exl10rte(l 
the CorL1tians to ''1HOVC 1

: t;..:enselves (II Co. 11:5): to 'mt th n
sel ves to t !H~ test. e~·a:>ine then s"'l ves, scr tiniz t~emsel ves. 
Ie 1·ras co ;lStantly ::t'lxio-Js to fYet re;:>orts from v:J.ri0us so'..1rces, 

as to 1.r:1:1t ''ns ~-:a-,•1e!.L1"'" i 11 all the churches, er-ar•1 inn- t:1eir 
l) roble:ls, t 1eir nee 1s, t'1eir cancer s, J.a t t 11cir ·•r0prcsc; . 

Several thi:n;:s s !wul ·l be notell re~::~.r lin~ t11e :1 rocess of 
evaluation. 

First, it snould 1.Je co1.sta1t. -rc ust constantly searcl1 t~1e •·ror ~ 
of :orl to sec if '.Je ~1ave clearly focuse 1 o l,:,ilJ lical ·ninciples. 
~e Tl'..l St const a~tly l ~ ~crpinc curre t neels an refocus or object
ives a. 1 roals to meet t~ose neeJs. • e n~st constantly loo l for 
reso rces to :1el[l us be 1. e , Testament churc~1 in tne tventJ.eth. 
ce:1tury. n l fi·1ally • J8 l1'.lst evaluate , evaluate, evaluate! 

Recqnd, cv::tllla t ion s~t 11ld Le carried out by the 'v!lOl e uo y 
of Chr:lst. It is only as all are involve d in t:1is process that 
all v.rill 1 ~nt to c'1a .~e. T'1is is 1-,r:1y it is i . 710rtant to help 
eac,l nenber of t :1e lJor~y to l:now ' t is antl w~1at is not a :Je1· 
Testamc~t rinci " lc · ~~ ~at is and is not a tra ition tl at nust be 
ke .._ t ; \T.tat is an~l 1·1!1at is not cultural. v: en every fT1e"'1Ler of the 
bo,Jy of Cuist is i nvolved .in t!1e ~rocess, it 8-lso ~1rovides 
~ssurance that we arc arrivin~ at a correct nersnective on our 
~ ro~lens. It is an3erous for one individual.or ~ven Paris~ 



Council to evaluate alone. 

After serving St. Leon Plore t :1an t l' o years, two characterist ics 
of our parish are cle~r to Plc. (1) St. Leon is deeuly a sryiritual 
cl1ur h. That is, t he 0eoplc are interested to fulfill their Christia~ 
Callin~ though worship, sh.1rinr; and servinr. (2) St. Leon has the 
God- given potential to be a dynami c church, a ch'lrch that our fore 
fathers dreameJ. In orJer to be a prowing churc~1, we ~ust determine 
current rleeds in our own congre ga tion, formulate objective s and 
coals ard use every lef it ima te resource to be a ·le1,, Church . 

I believe firPlly that this Assenbly to ap~oint a coT'1mittee of 
the 30 's in order to start the process of eval· ation .. ,e -ordcri 
of the church's life in response to the needs of the people and 
then underlyin~ of what the Head of the Body, Jesus Christ, w~nte 
us to be. Furthermore, I believe the committee of the 30's, hel 
the church for:r.mla te i 1media te and lone - rann;e o bj ec t i ves and goals . 

It is RY joy and Jrivilege to serve you anJ I ho e in the years 
ahead ue can ~row tor;ether for the Glo r y of God. 

February 12, 197a A clressed to : 
Annual Parish . . sser1bly 

nev. Paree T'etjian 


