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MINUTES OF THE 1995 PARISH ASSEMBLY 
ST. LEON ARMENIAN CHURCH 

SUNDAY, JANUARY 28, 1996 

The meeting was called to order at 12:15 PM by Joseph Basralian following an opening 
prayer by Hayr Soorp. There were 103 members out of284 in attendance. A motion was made 
to waive the reading of the 1995 Parish Assembly minutes. The motion was seconded and 
approved. 

Parish Council Chairman Rex Kachigian presented the candidates for Parish Council--

Gregory Ashbahian 
Lynda Chagachbanian 
Richard Dabagian 
Harry Harutunian 

Ara Hourdajian 
Gabriel Kaprelian 
Kevork Ohannessian 
Nancy· Scicchitano 

Council Chairman Rex Kachigian presented the candidates for the Auditing Committee--

Vahe Kiljian Amy Vartoukian 

Council Chairman Rex Kachigian presented the candidates for the Nominating 
Committee--

Andrea Halejian Barbara Hovsepian 

Parish Council Chairman Rex Kachigian presented the candidates for Diocesan 
Delegates--

Thomas Ashbahian 
Leon Hovsepian 
Sarkis Gabrellian 

Rose Najarian 
Katherine Ohnikian 
Sarkis Soultanian 

Election of officers for the Assembly followed with Council Chairman Kachigian 
presenting the candidates, Thomas Ashbahian and Glenn Ajamian, for the position of Chairman of 
the Assembly. Mr. Ajamian withdrew prior to the vote and Mr. Ashbahian was voted in as the 
Chairman ofthe Assembly. 

Council Chairman Kachigian presented Linda Harutunian and Nancy Scicchitano as. 
candidates for Secretary of the Assembly. Mrs. Scicchitano withdrew prior to the vote and Mrs. 
Harutunian was voted in as the Secretary. 

Instructions were then given regarding voting. If more than five votes were cast for 
Parish Council the ballot would be declared invalid. The same rule would also apply to the 
Auditing Committee, Nominating Committee and Diocesan Delegates, as far as voting for more 
than the number requested. There were no additional nominations for the Parish Council Auditing 
Committee, Nominating Committee and Diocesan Delegates. The nominations were closed. 

The voting commenced at 12:30 PM. 



Hayr oorp brought up the fact again that according to the by-laws there should be twice 
a many people nominated for each po ition. If we cannot get that amount, the Parish Council 
should be reduced from 11 to 9 member . The problem is that mo t people are not intere ted . 
Many of the members are re-circulated name from year to year. He asked if any one wished to 
comment. The following responses were given --

Dawn Hourdajian - Even if we have 8 member , a long as they are hard working 
they will do a good job without compromi ing quality. 

Hayr oorp- We should pur ue new people, especially young people. 
arki oultanian - In order to change the size of the Pari h ouncil we need to 

vote on a new resolution. We cannot do anything about the number of members 
for thi year at this point. 

Rex Kachigian - The As embly could do this today so that it will be effective 
next year. 

arki oultanian - Thi would be under ew Bu iness . 
Hayr oorp - Just becau e we have 284 member doe not mean that we have 

284 volunteers. The Pari h Council does not have to increa e with increa ed 
member hip . 

Regarding the Pa tor's Report, pages 8 to 11 of the Annual Report, Father V ahan felt that 
it was another ucce ful year. Pari h membership increased from 245 to 284. There were 
improved program with a successful turnout. He felt that the pari h hould continue paying 
special attention to educational program and youth activities . The e two aspects should be the 
priority of our mi ion a a pari h. Father Vahan added that thi year' programs included Bible 

tudy, Di cu ion Groups, Deacon Training, onver ational Armenian, Youth Discussion and a 
new Computer Program. Our ten Altar erver attended Deacon Training se ion every Friday 
and served on the altar every unday. They served the Vehapar with amazing success during his 
recent visit. All organization are doing very well . Father Vahan was happy to have Deacon 
George this pa t year. Deacon George was a great help and he enjoyed this year with him. 
Thank you . The Parish ouncil had active members who supported him. They rarely missed a 
meeting. This is the Year of the Youth and it is our responsibility to get them involved . Father 
Vahan thanked the ssembly for making him a part of the Church family . Most importantly for 
him Fr. Vahan thanked God for the in piring year he enjoyed with the Parish. Thank you 
everyone. Thomas hbahian, As embly hainnan, thanked Hayr oorp for his leadership. 

Deacon George commented on his report, pages 12 to 14 of the Annual Report. 
He spoke of the ucce ful teamwork with Hayr oorp and the per onal training he received. He 
remarked on how he got to know everyone through Bible tudy, offee Hour, etc. He would 
like to enhance hi mini try to families and help build hristian character in our youth. 
Thank you. 

Rex Kachigian gave the Parish ouncil Report . He thanked the various organizations and 
conveyed good wi hes to the Parish ouncil member who are leaving. Regarding the explosion, 
he a ked if there were any questions. There were none. He explained that there was exten ive 
damage to Je ourian Hall and the kitchen. The repairs are being handled by the Expan ion 

ommittee. It wa felt that the repairs and the expan ion was be t handled by a ingle group. He 
then mentioned that a form was being pas ed around to all members for volunteering for unday 
dutie such a greeting, the Kiss of Peace, cripture reading, etc. 



As embly hairrnan Thoma hbahian a ked all Pari h organization for their reports : 

YO Junior . Que tion were a ked about the large amount of money which 
eemed to pas through the checking account. The an wer wa that a lot of 

money is paid into the account and then goe directly out for a pecial affair. It 
wa mentioned that thi wa a larger amount than in previou year and that 
perhaps the uditing omrnittee hould review the figures . The uditing 

omrnittee tated that they had gone over the book and everything wa in 
order. 

A YO enior . Lynda hagachbanian tated that it wa a good year. Al o, 
figure for the port Weekend were not reflected in their books, ince that was 
a eparate account. 

RME lA HOOL. There wa nothing additional to report . 

CHOIR. There wa nothing additional to report . 

D Y HOOL. Araxie Moumdjian reported that no money wa lo t for the 
hii tma Day Dinner in pite of the now. 

HIP. There wa nothing additional to report . 

lOR ITIZ . They are doing well . R egina Ohanyan poke ofthe death 
Manuk apan and a ked for a pecial prayer for him. 

WOME ' GlJll,D. Barbara Rayland poke of the increa e in membership . 
Bertha ani khian aid that the Outreach Program hould be mentioned a a 
function of the Women' Guild . di cu sion followed that thi i not one of 
their program . Linda Harutunian tated that a rni take wa made, that the two 
orphans that are upported are not upported by the Women' Guild, but by 
individual member . 

UDITING OMMIT . Jacque To ounian tated that all organization 
put in their report in a timely manner and that all books were reviewed and 
accepted . que tion aro e about the 80% given by the enior itizen . They 
gave 80% of their income, not 80% of their total fund . The Parish Council felt 
that thi wa acceptable. Leo Manuelian poke about the in urance ettlement 
for the explo ion. The ettlement wa for $355 ,000. There wa $25,000 for 
immediate expenses, $25,000 until proofofrepair , and $15,000 for the 
con ultant. $275 ,000 wa put in a Dreyfu Fund and will be withdrawn a 
required . Thi figure is not in the operating account. 

que tion wa a ked about the drop in revenue for affair . Thi wa accounted for by 
the fact that no ar Raffle wa held in 1995 . It i planned for 1996. The increa e in Employee 

alarie , etc., reflect the additional work required of the cu todian and the ecretarie relating to 
the explo ion and tran ferring everything from the office to the econd floor of the omrnunity 

enter. The health in urance for the cu todian al o went up a lot. 



ancy Burdman spoke about how well the Deacon' trammg is going. he sugge ted a 
$2,500 line di bur ement for their expen e . There were no specific expen e for them thi year. 
Hayr oorp mentioned there are two parishioners who started a fund for the Deacons, which is 
controlled by him. There are quite a few expenses- trips, books, cassette , etc. Leon Hovsepian 
ugge ted a fund rai er for the program in addition to the pri ate donation . Another ugge tion 

was made to take the funds from the donation we make to t. erses . Hayr oorp aid it is 
important to upport the eminary. After additional con ideration a motion was made to increa e 
the budget by $2,500 which would be offset by receipt money of $2,500 for the purpo e of the 
Deacon' Training Program at t. Leon. Hayr oorp spoke about how important it is to 
acknowledge their ervice. To begin with, 2,500 i enough, however other activities may require 
larger amount . The motion was made again and econded . It passed with no dissenting vote. 
The corrected propo ed budget, reflecting thi motion, should be changed to read -

Page 31 - $60,000- change to $62,500 (Weekly envelopes, etc.) 
Total Propo ed Receipts - $249,700 
Page 33 - dd Deacon' Training Program- $2,500 
Total Proposed Disbur ement - $249,700 

Lucy hagachbanian questioned the increa ed ommunity enter expenses. Becau e of 
the increa ed rental , there was additional dry cleaning, garbage di po al , etc. There is aRe erve 
Fund which i 10% of the gross each year for apital Improvement. ew china was also 
purchased in 1995, (a one-time expense) . 

A motion was made to accept the budget. It was seconded and pas ed with no objections. 

OLDBU INE 

Building ommittee. arki oultanian wants to thank his Co- hairman, arkis 
Gabrellian, and their committee. He howed a rendering of the propo ed expansion and stated it 
would be completed by Palm unday. The propo ed budget is now $538,000, but may increa e 
to $600,000 or possibly $700,000. The Fund Raising Committee has received pledges in the 
amount of $465,000, and $156,000 has been paid to date. There will be a light supper to discuss 
plan on March 3, 1996 and all will be invited . question was a ked if the elevator will meet 
requirement for the handicapped. It wa felt that a ramp would also be welcome for tho e who 
do not need the elevator, but feel more comfortable with the ramp rather than the stairs. loan 
from the Endowment Fund has been approved . It will be paid back with a 6-1 /4% to 6-112% rate 
of interest, the arne amount it would earn if it stayed where it is . A portion of the in urance 
money will cover orne of the expen e , however they are hoping not to have to touch those 
moneys . 

NEW BU INESS 

Lynn Beylerian at this time brought up the change in the number of Pari h ouncil 
members. Hayr oorp brought up the fact that many ervices in the Church do not have to be 
done by Pari h ouncil member , uch a The Ki of Peace. The Pari h Council is admini trative 
and we do not need more member becau e of larger membership in the Church. ctive members 
are more important. After much discu ion a motion was made to reduce the Pari h Council from 
11 to 9 member for 1997. Thirty-one (31) vote were cast F R the change, twenty-nine (29) 
were cast G T the change. The motion wa approved as propo ed . 



Jan Rayland asked if absentee ballots should be allowed . Assembly Chairman Thomas 
Ashbahian said this was not something that could be addres ed at this time for the 1996 General 

s embly. 

Discus ion followed about retaining the services ofDeacon George. Rex Kachigian stated 
that Deacon George was here on an Intern Program and that the Diocese would no longer fund 
him. If he worked as a Pastoral Assistant we would have to pick up his entire salary and 
insurance which the church could not afford at this time. Rex Kachigian again thanked Deacon 
George for the services he gave us this past year, but reiterated that we are not large enough to 
carry two pastors at this time. 

Mary Ann Mozian gave us the results of the election. ew Parish Council members are 
Gregory hbahian, Lynda Chagachbanian, Richard Dabagian, Ara Hourdajian and Gabriel 
Kaprelian, with Kevork Ohannessian as Alternate. The new Auditing Committee member is Vahe 
Kiljian. The new aminating Committee member is Andrea Halejian. The new Diocesan 
Delegates are Thomas shbahian, Ro e ajarian, Sarkis oultanian. 

The meeting wa adjourned with a prayer by Hayr Soorp at 3 :00PM. 

Respectfully ubrnitted, 

k~~ \--\~~ 
Linda Harutunian 
Recording ecretary 
1995 Parish Assembly 

Thomas Ashbahian 
Chairman 
1995 Parish Assembly 

~· afkk••R7~ 
Parish Council Chairman 

t~.t£4."~ 
President, t . Leon Armenian Church 


