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SAINT GRY~GORY TIT; I LLln'HE ;\ 'l'OR, BUTGBJ.H'l'OH 
:pI\~) 'l'OR' 2 HBPOB':t' 

~TAN1J/~RY 1, 1976 - DBCEFBER 31, 1976 

The following sacl'•arnonts Hero administered durin~Z the yea:rt: 

Baptism nnd Chrismation {0) 

None 

Chrismat~ion only (4). 

Grace Anna Hay Sop;nalian, April 11th 
'.v111iam Raymond House, ;\pril 11th 
Joyce Edna S.9rlds ian,!) Aug·us t 8th 
Ronald .Tames Staschak, /·.ugust 8th 

l·larriage ( 0) 

None 

Ordination (0) 

None 

Consecration (1) 

Icon of tho Last Supper, December .5th 

Other sacromonts.l and non-sacramental services: 

January 6th, 11 Ble ssing of l'!ater - Choor Orhnek" Godfa·ther, Armon r::olo:ne j1an 

April 15th, "\lashing of the Feet - Vodenlvn" with 12 area clergy. 
(See .Ecurnenical Sorv·ices p. 3 and Comments p., t; • ) 

Hny 27th 1 Ascension, Badaruk celebrated. 

August 15th, "Blessing of Grnpos 11 

Funeral (3) 

Bedros (Peter) A. Ro ~iebian, Janue.ry 3rd 
Azniv BogdesHrian, January lOth 
Yeranoohi Hcnasian (Syrncuse), 'F'ebruo.ry 17th 

Visiting Clor~y (1) 

His Eminence Archbishop Torkom IvTanoogir.n, met 1tri th the Parish 
Council members and executive members· of e.ll church organizations, 
celebrated J)adaral::, preached the sermon, consecrated tbe Icon of' 
"The Last Supper" and mot vri th the South-sido clergy and their 'Hives 
on December 4th - 5th. 
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Other services: 

No.rch 8th- Specinl 'Homen's Saints Day Service hald at St. Paul 
Church, Syracuse. 

Harch 21st - "Lent o.nd Penance Ser·vice" for Youth Group. 

I•1ay 16th - invited to celebrnte the Eucharist and preach the 
sermon at St. l'lary Church, \·lashington, D .. C. 

Nay 23rd - Special Church School Graduation Service in Church. 

June 13th - Badnrak celebrated with Gomidas Choir participating. 

June 20th - Combined Church choirs, deacons and congrep:ations 
for Badarak at St. Paul Church, Syro.cuso - Syracuse picnic :followed., 

December 24th - F'cast of St. Stephen, the Proto-deacon and 
First Nartyr of the Church,. plus special Christmas Eve Vespers. 

Relipious services rendered for non-}\rmenian community: 

!-larch 7th - Susquehanna Valley Home, Horship Service 

April 11th - Sruno 

April 25th - Same 

Nay 26th - House of tho Good Shepherd ( ared), II Arrovalcal - Sunrise Service" 

June 6th - ·susquohannE Valley Home,. v.Tor•ship Serv5.ce 

June 23rd - House of tho Good Shepherd (nr,ed), 11 l:.rrovakal - Sunrise Service" 

August 29th - Susquohonna Valley Home, Horship Service 

September 26th - Srune 

October 6th -House of the rrood 0hepherd (np:ed), "Arrevakal - Sunrise 
Service" 

October 21st - Sus que hanna Vo.lley Home, 1Jorship Service 

November 7th - Same 

November 12th - House of the Good Shepherd ( ar.ed), n,\rrevakal - Sunl"~ise 
Servj.ce 11 

December 19th - Susquehanna Valloy Home, Fol''ship Service 

December 26th - Same 
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F.cumonical \1orsh1:o Sorvicos: 

February 22nd - Biccntonn~_al Celebration And \riorship with 
South-side Churches - Gt St. ~ndrew ~oman Catholic Church. 

April 15th - "Vodenlva - 1/ashing of the Feet" 12 area Clergy 
were invited and participated in this service which took place in 
our church. 

Jrovembel" 21~ th - Thanl{sp:i v1.nr; uorsh'lp .~ervice -v:i th South-s ide 
Churches e.t Church of tho Good ~'!hepher•d. I prenchod the sermon. 

Lectures I r;nve: 

l•Inrcb 25th - ttLi turf:Y of the ~~rrron te.n G:r.>tbodo1: Church, Part I" 
for the Ecumenicn.l Study Group, ·vas tal. 

Nay 27th - So.Jn.e, Pnrt II 

October 20th - ''~acrmncnt of Chrismation11 for adult class of 
tho ctreek Church of the Annunciation, Vestal .. 

November 2nd - n s~crfi:rr::ont of l'ierrh1~e 11 for The Office of 
RoliRious Education's series of lectures on The Life of tho Church; 
p,iven at St .. Anno 2·chool, Binghamton. 

Othor Pnstoral and Church activities: 

!\!arch .ll-1-th - l.cntcn 1:.forsb.tp wt th Sout;h-side Churches at Conlclin 
Avenuo First Baptist Ghurch. 

September 16th - ;,.dult Chri.stian Educotion Class. 

C'ctobor 2nd - 'Jook 10 of our Youth r:roup to St., Vladimir's Seminary 
for Orthodox Education Day., 

October 13th - Adult Christian Education Class_ 

November 23rd - Perish participated in a 'l'hanksgiving Food Basket 
for a needy family.. 'l'ho "beskot 11 was given to the Chuck Tateosian family. 
Kirkwood., 

I helped to situnte tHo fnmilios from Beirut, Najarian and 
Kalous sian families, l1i th the help of other church nembers. 

Items donnted/siven to. tho Church: 

THo 100 lb. bags of cnlci mn, heating 
v1irc s, a lt::wn mower and a r-:as 
can N:tshnn Ketchoyiun 
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' Itoms donated/given to the Church? Continued: 

"Gonk and Parch" 

Table clothes 

Slide projector 

Five Altar Servers' Robes 

One pair of r'Kshotz 11 

Easter Er;gs 

Grapes for GrrJ.pc Blaesing 

Gospel Kragal for Church nnd 
lecturn for Church Hall 

Inon of the Last Supper 

Gold Gospel Cover 

Repair services of copier for 1976 

Repair services on church car for 1976 

"Tserakordz Cover" 

' [ ·' :: ·: 
~ l.", 

In memory of Krikor i'Tisakyan 
by E/H 11.rcd Yerganian 

John Bagdasarian 

Nike Hedziginn 

Vahl Garabedian 
Nishan Ketchoyian 
Hilm !1odz igian 
George Rcjebian 
EdHard Sera.ydarian 

In memory of 
Anna Sarkisian 

Harry f:.arkis ian 
Hair!! Slilnty 

George and Marion Rejebian 

Edward Soraydarinn 

In memory of 
Daniel Vnrtan Sognalian 

In memory of 
Arax1_e (Kotchoynn) Turokian 
and Ovsanna 1\:etchoyan 

Frank 1t!hitney Jre 

Charles Seraydarian 

Alice Boyajian 

The Church School decided to :i.mplcmont a tri-nwster system 

this year, startj_ng in septcmbE')r·, 1976. The tri-mesters are 10, 

nine and seven weol~s respectively. "iTO dec1.ded on this system to 

mHximize attendance and give us a chnnce to (tchenrse our Christmas 

Play without intorfcrin~ with calss activities. This also enables 
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our teachers to take fl vrell'. deserved hreak~·· .· Teachers Here harder 

to come by this yenr than last yeer because we only had one ~rndunte. 

We usually encourRge our rraduntes to become associate teachers, 

thus trainin~ them to take over the cl~ss the followin~ year. The 

teacher shortage vJa.s so critical that it became necessary for me 

to take over the Senior r:lr:ss -: .. Jhich is composed of 15 students. 

After a lengthy discussion wo settlod on h~vin~ the class on Sunday 

evenings from 7:00 to 8:00 p.m. Our averaro attendance was 10 

students per class. 'l'his nlso enabled the Seniors to conduct tho 

assembly portion of our Church School, r:m oxpe1•1.ment which -vzorked 

out quite well~ It also freed the students to join the choir or 

to serve at tho Altvr. 

Church School, Youth Group and Choir are berinning to fool 

the effects of our older youn~sters rroing off to college. It is now 

more difficult to find tc~chers for Church School, as I already 

mentioned, p.nd members for the Youth Group. In tho next few years 

there \'rill be an exodus of ahout ni.n~ to ll-1- youngsters to college. 

Should they attend a colle~e away from tho area and if families 

with teenagers ~o not moVe into tho aron, the Church will lose its 

many servers at tho alt~r, in the choir nnd fer church dinners. 

From September through 'Jecor1hor, the Youth Group seemed to 

me a bit lax in holding meetings once ~ month, but be tb~t as it 

mny, the Group fulfilled its obligations to tho Church in service 

and in concern for our :-:cnJor Cit'i.zens. rorhrtps as the neH year 

begins tho Group lri 11 once r:.s;:\ 1n become cons istcnt in its gatherlngs. 
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Our Altar 2ervers nnd choir ~eve shown rrm1th in their service 

to the Church.. Tho choj.r has incrr'JPse_d slightly in nu.rnbor o.nd has 

nlso improved qualitatively. ry,.ro of the servers, Ilagop Injajigian 

and Raymond Sora.ydarian arc increasin~ their kno~·rledge of our Church 
. ,-'; <" ~ ' 

Services by learninr. ArrHvodynn ,Jham as troll.. Our choir was fortunate 

to find 11ichael Findikyan to pl1'1Y the organ, as both Pauline House 

and Kevin He Dermott left tho arnl'l. Pnul J\otchoyian, our director, 

hao di~lgently catalogued all·the music that is used throughout the 

year. He has boon punctual for services, end has given freely of 

his time l'Ihenever called upon for extrn choir vrork.. This includes 

major feast days, ·ecumenicnl services and especially for the 

outstanding job the choir did for tho 111t.Tashing of the Feet. 11 

Vaskon Alexanian has been heading our Armenian School for the 

past tHo years and has dono very "t:·rell. He has begun an Adult 

Conversational Armenian Class that has developed into a permanent 

class. Th~s years SaturdayMorning Student Closs began strong, but 

after n couple of weeks attendance wnn poor. Vaskon is nssistod 

by Deacon Hrnir Delanojinn and myself'. A second semester is planned 

in January, '77s 

Our par5.sh has gotten :i.nvolvod w-1 th our neighboring South-side 

Pnrishes in a number of T~cumenicnl Services.. This has enabled us 

to appreciate other relip:ions and fa:lths, ns '.<Toll us for others to 

taste of our tradition. It has enabled hoth. pastors and congregations 

to enjoy each others' fellowship through prayer and social hours. 

perhaps the higbli~ht of those services was during Holy Week. On 

!'·1aundy Thursday, I invited 12 aron clergymen to participate in the 
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service of the 11Hnahing of the Feet." Their congregations were 

invited as well. As tho sorvlco prop:resned, one could feel tho 

olectrif,ing effce1 permeating the nir.. Both clergy and congregation 

were awed by tho service as was attested to by tho many re~nrks 

made nftervrard in tho hall over coffee and desert, The Guild, as 

usual put out n spread thnt '1.-Tns happily savored by all. It was 

a night that will live in our people's hearts for n long tome to como. 

\'/omon 1 s Guild has continued to be strong nnd active, despite 

its reliance on n handful of ·Hom0n to plan e.nd oxecuto its activities. 

This group needs more participation by its duos-paying members., 

Again this year a series of Adult Christian Education lectures 

were planned nnd executed. But alas, duo to NO participation, this 

aeries vrns dropped. I Hill not attempt to pl::m such a series in 

the future unless asked by tho parishonors, 

Tho increase in church nttcndnnce foP the summer months 

continued t~is past year with an average of 40 faithful in attendance 

on summer Sundays. 

This year tho F'inance Committee, composed of Dr .. George Rejobian, 

John Bogdnsnrian and Harry Krndjian hit upon n successful formuln 

for colloctin~ pledges. A cocktnil hour and dinner Here given for 

church members, vrho v;oro later asked to moko pledges to tho Church. 

After tho smoked cleared, s total of $14,000 tHiS pledged and by tho 

end of •76 ahaost all of that total was realized. Both committee and 

Council wero pleased. l)erhaps something similar ·vrill be done in '77. 

Taking a. posit1.vo step, Syracuse nnd Binghamton Parishes 

co ... ordina.ted picnic and dance activities this yenr •. r-iombers of both 
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congregations supported the othor' s functions"' ·~:re hopo this trend 

continuos. 

Respectfully submitted this tlventy-third dny of January, 1977. 

/(~;d-tf~t14c/~ 
Kevorl{. Kahana. Aro.kelio.n, 
Pastor 


