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The followinévsacrsments were administered during'the.year:

#‘Bapﬁism and'Chrismatidn (2)

Alysqa Marie Gou]ian, May 29th
Lor&g Enar . Kachadourlané June 11th

B Chrismation onlv (O)

f" fMarriage (0)“
Lo Ordination (O)

Otber sacramental “and. nﬂn-qqcrameptal gervicos.

”‘-‘January 6th, "Blessing of Water - Choor Orhnek” Godfather, Greg Miqakyan

.'April Euth Martyr's Day, Badarsk and brogram

' May 19th, Ascen31on Badarak

' Tunerals - local (2)

.Yéghsa;Tabbian5;Nay 2nd
Avak Ka]ayjian, June 7th

Funerals - out of town (3) ‘
| Nellie (Vetzigian) roster (Syreacuse), May 3rd
- Krikor Grdlkien (Niagara Falls), October 12th
Jack Keledjian (Syracuse), November 23rd

Vlsit¢ng CIergy (1)

' His Eminence, Archbishop Torkon Manooaian made his yearly pastoral

vigitation on May 21, 22 and 23. While His Eminence was here, he’

~+ met with the Parish Council and sxscutive members of all church

organizations, celebrated Badarak and preached the sermon, presided
over our Church School Graduation Excercises and was guest of honor ‘

. at our family dimmer, He also taped a T.V, show on W.B.N.G.,

channel'!s program Encounter,

“Other services:

March 20th '"SederfService for Youth Group

April 27th Special Women!'s Saints Dav Service held in our o

;parish this year.,
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Other services continued" ‘

o July 24th, celebrated Badavak and preacbe& tho sermon at
'Camp Nubar.‘

: August zlst, gueqt celebrent ana preacher (mhilp on vacation) at s
-St. Vartan Church Oakland, Ca,‘r : . :

R Augugt 28th, guest eelebrant and preacher (while on vacation) at
. - 8t. Mary Church, Yettem, Ca. , ;

. December Ehth Feast of St. Stepben, the Proto-~-deacon and First
Martyr of the Church, plus special Chriatma Eve Vesper%.

Religlous eervices rendered for nonnArmnnian conmunity:

January 2nd, Qusquehanna Val]ey Home, WOPublp Service».
\1February 6th, Same

i,!ApTll 5th, Same (Faster Seder SGPVLCG) | | Lo
FL{April 6th House of Lhe Good“Shapherd (aged) "Arrevaka] - Sunrise}Service"eC.f
'L'April 2hith, Susquehanna Valley Home, wOrshin Service ~ | Nt
May 12’ch, Same ‘ |

'egyJune Bth, House' of ‘the Good %hopherd (aged) "Arrevakal - Sunrise eervice"
"~ June 12th, Susquehanna Valley home, Worsblp Service .

’September 11th, Same

3 October 22nd, Same

'November 20th, ‘Same

December 1lth, Same

December 18th, Same (Christmas Service)

' Ecumenical Worship Serv1ces (nari h participation):

- January 9th Ecumonical Epiphany Servxce at St. And”ew Roman Catholic
: Church, choir sanp "Khorhoort Aldz"

November 23rd, Ecumen~e31 Thanksgiving Service at Flgh Street United
: Methodist Church (Ln*ortuqately only parish p“iest participated)

Leotures pi«en-

 "May 10th,;Catholic Re11gieus quoation Office, Binghammon, presented
' at St. Anne Education Ceﬂter,,’Tonlo (sgg’,mexr’/ywu;)
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" Lectures given continued:

"Consclence Formation/Now that we know, what do we do?"
‘July 1 - 10, Assistant Director, St. Nersess Cbnferencej class

lecturesfdelivered and language taught. I

‘Other pastoral and church activities:

October lst, took youth doun to "Orthodox Education Déy" at
' St., Vladimir's Seminary -~ Note: five adults ]oined us this
year w1th great enthusia“m. ' -

October 22nd, Sylva Der Stenanian presented Avmenian Languape
Lab Workshop, »

- November 22nd, Parish contrlbutad to a Thanksgiving Foocd Basket for

- a needy family., The "basket" was given to the Terry Lee Canfieldl
family, Bingbamton.

Itoms donated/given to the-Cburch:v

One snow blower, three 100 ib, bags of
calcium and roofing materials for

church hall and cottage. : o Nishan Ketchoylan
One yoars supply of paper and toner : ' |

for the copleR. , , : _ Anonymous
Velvitized picture - "Last Supper.” Yééhsa Taboiaﬁrl-

Icon - "Mother and Child," given in
' liv1ng memory of Garo and '
Meline Soghanalian, Anonymous .

‘One case of Sdcramental wine. | F ' Deacon Hrair and
’ : Anoush Dekme jian' -~

Labor for roofing of church hall

and cottage, - ' Henry Kachadourian =~

‘_ COMMENTS
" Church School graduated three students out of a possible six
in May during closing exercises at whlch our Primate, Archbishop

Torkom Manooglan, presided, Thres were not graduated because they

-



- d1id not fulfill an attendance requiremsent., Agreeing thét 1t had
provon successful, the Church School Steff decided to retain the tri-

ester system that had been implcmented in 1976-1977., This year's
tri-mesters are 12, nine and 10 Veekq 1onp respectively. Again the
Sr. Class fell upon my cboulcero for the fi;é. alght weeks. Attendance
was very poor: out of 11 enrolled an average of three attended. It
is my feeling that this vas due to the class being held on Saturday
mornings. Ruby Hagopian answered my appeal fok help and has teken
over the Sr. Cl s.;_hopefully we will see improvement Iin attendance
this coning tri-megster. Tt vias dizappointing tc the staff to have
only half the students‘prasant gt the Christmas party. One ztaff
meriber remarked that it could be perhaps that the senioras aovnot want
to "mix" with the younger classes. I cannot accept that reason.

Youth Group embarked upon a new encounter by inviting Rosz Memorial
Churchfs Youth Group to a bowling activity., Hopefully this will lead
to mutualyspiritual nourichment as well as to other local youth groups,
The "Mother of the year" presentaztion has come to be a highlight of
one of our Youth Group community services, It is encouragling to see
our youtb‘hcnor the older members of our‘cbu?ch's community. BecauSé
ol the dé@p friendships‘made at the St. Nerzess Conferences, our
youth invites the youth of other Armenian Churches Lo our ahnual dance ;
which makes everyonc feel like one bipg family. Our remaining youth
never forget those who have gone to collége. Fach year 'care!
packages are sent with 81l kinds of gocdies and love. As vie picked’
up again_in Sebtember, Youth Group didZigem to have the spirit and
enthusiasm it once had. Some of the advisors fcel that bocause of the
"exodus™ to college of our older leaders the younger ones have lost

1nterést, Tt has also teen noted that the older members of the current
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Xouth Group now have pert time jobs and are unable to attend meetings,
Youth Group members continue to serve at the altar, sing in the choir,
teach in the Church Sunday snd Armenian Schools as well as serving
at our monthly family dinngps, |

.wOmen's éuild expericﬁgés phe same'pfﬁgiéms year dfter year:
lack of atténdance at meeﬁings, refusal to hold office and general apathy,
all of which are leading us to a skeleton of a Women's Guild. However;
I must point out that the work is being carried out by our executive
body and fhe few members that come to the meetings, and they are‘to be
éommcndad for getting all the work done. But this cannot continue, At .
our elections in December, there was no one who would run for execuiive
office, therefore, I asked the existing body to remain until after
our Ecumeniéal Epiphany Service on January 8, 1978, after which I will
be conducting meetings until officers are elected. The incumbent
chairperson‘of'Gnild said she and perhaps one other executive officer
would remain, I thanked her but felt it would not helﬁ our "apathetié"v
situation-«~~it would again only "gloass" over the préblem for another
year, .I, along with PgriSh Council, am trying to bring the problem
~to a head and find a solution,

Due to job and educational conflicts, there weré no Armenian
School teachers available in Septembef, From Septgmber'thrdugh |
December Michael Finkikyan has assisted me in teaching Armenian School, -
vWe héve ﬁlanned two nore fri-mesters of nine and 10 weeks respectively,
January through May. . The Armenian Language Workshop, conducted in
October by Sylva Der Stepanian, wvas very informative and greatly
appreciated, . 8ince then, we have implemented the Diocesan curriculum

vhich our five students are enjoying,
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We are still having difficulties in finding members to sing in

the choir., I presume thig will be the situation here for a number of

- years to come, unless new families move into the community. Despite

the bleak outlook, we do have an average of five members singing cach

week, and Paul ketchoyianvféméins ever faithful to his directing on

-Sunday mornings. He and the choir heve participated in the South Side

Ecumenical Services, most notably when they sang "Khorhoort Medz" at

the Epiphany Service held in January, at St, Andrew Roman Catholic

- Church, Again thils year we were fortunate to have Michael Findikyan

as organist,

Judging by the statfof our individual orsganizations, one could
conclude that the general at?itude of many church members is apathy,
It is evident at worship, meebtings and even at once~a-month parish
dinners. But we do have faithful members sprinkled throughout all of

our organizations and in the congregatlon as well., All parishes have

the seme problems to a greater or lesser extent, Since we are a

'gmall'parish the lack of workers is felt with greater impact, Although

we are few in number, I feel we can become a vibrant parish, witnessing
better attendance and participation in worship services, holding Bible
Study classes, lectures and discussions, and even having a deeper

involvement in community affairs, This cannot be done by the current

, ©
few faithful alecne, A greater number must be commitied botﬁ:tho above

and also to the "everyday rumning" of the Church, This means that
we must look "within" in '78 and decide in which direction to expend
our energy. We must all be willing to "dirty" our hands and WORK
TOGETHER to keep our family a tight-kmit, well-organized, living and
functioning Body of Christ.

Respectfully submitted this fifth day of January, 1978.

Kevork Kahana Arakelian
Pastor



