
SAINT GREGORY THE ILLUI•IINATOR. BTNGHA1•1TON 
. . PASTOR'S REPORT . 

JANUARY lp 1977 - DECEI~ER 31, 1977. 

The follmving sacraments were administered durinP, the . year: 

Baptism and Chris;nation (2) 

·. Alyssa Mario · Goulian, Ma~r 29th 
Lorig Knnr Kacha.dourian, June 11th. 

. . 

Chrism~tion ·only ( o) 

Ma;:riage . ( 0) ·. 

Ordiriat!EE (0} 

Other sacramental and non-sacramental services: 

January 6th, "Blessing of Water .., Choor Orhnek" Godfather, Greg l1isakyan· 

April 24th, Martyr's Day, Be:darak and program 

· l-1ay 19th, Ascension Badarak 

Funerals - local (2) 

Yeghsa.Taboian, Nay 2nd 
Avak Kalayjian, June 7th 

Funerals -'out ·~f' tmm (3) 

Nellie {Vctzigian) Foster (Syracuse), Hay 3rcl 
Krikor·Grdikian (Niagara Falls), October 12th 
Jack Keledjian (Syracuse), November 23rd 

.Y.!§1.ting Clergy (1) 

· His Eminence, Archbishop Torkom J.Ianoog:tan ronde his yearly pastoral 
vioitation on May 21, 22 and 23.. \vhile His Eminence t-HU3 here,. he 

· met with the Parish Council and o~scntive members of all church 
organizations, celebrated Badarak and preached the sermon, presided 
over our Church School Graduation.Excercises and was guest of honor· 
at our family dinner. He also taped a T.V4 show on H .. B.N.G., 
channel's program Encounter .. 

Other serv:J.ces: 

March 20th, "Seder Ser·..rl.ce for Youth Group 

April 27th, Special vJomen' s Saints D~y Se!•viee held in ou:r 
parish this year. 



i . 2 

Other services continued: 

July 24th, celebrated Badarak and preached the sermon at 
·Camp Nubar. 

August 21st, guest celebl.,ant and preacher h·rhile on vacation) 
st. Vartan Church; Oakland, Ca .. 

. :. > -,. 

August 28th, guest celebrant and preacher {while on vacation) 
st • Mary Church, Yettem, Ca~ 

at 

at 

. December 24.th; Feast of s·t. Stephen, the Proto-deacon and First 
Martyr of,the Church, plus special Christmas Eve Vespers. 

Religious services rendered for non-Arrr1enian community: 

January 2nd, Susquehanna Valley Home, \.Vorship Service 

February 6th, _Smne 

. April 5th, Same · (Easter Seder Sel~vice) 

April 6th, House of the Good··shHpherd (aged) "Arrevakal - Sunris'o Service" 

Apri 1 24th, Susquehanna Valley Home, 1.Vorship Service 

May 12th, Same · 

June 8th., House of 'the Good Shepherd (aged) "Arrevakal- Sunrise Service" . 
June 12th, Susquehanna Valley home, Wor~Jhip Service 

September 11th, Some · 

October 22nd, Sarno 

November 20th, Samo 

December 11th, Srume 

December 18th, Same {Christmas Service) ' 

Ecmnenical Horship Sery_ices (parish E.artici12ation) ~ 

January 9th, Ecumenical Epiphany Service at St,. Andret.r Roman Catholic 
Church, choir sa..llg "Khor•hoort l~edz"; 

November 23rd.,. Ecumenical Thanksgiving Ser·•,d.ce at High Street United 
l-!ethodist ·church (unfortunately onl'y par'isb Pl"iest participated) 

Lectur2s .t?i'rel).,: 

?-lay lOth, ,Catholic Religious Education Office, B'lnghmnton; presented · · 
at St. Anne Educa.tion Center.. Topi.c! (>£1( ;Vexr- ,01#(;11") 
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Lectures given continued: 

"Conscience Formation/Now that He know, what do we do?". 

July 1 - 10, Assistant Director, St .. Nersess Conference; class 

lectures del:tvered and language taught., 

Other pastoral and church activities: 

October 1st, took youth dmm to "Orthodox Education Day" at 
St~ Vladimir's Seminary -Note: five adults joined us this 
year with great enthusiasm. · 

October 22nd, Sylva Der Stepan:i.an presented: Armenian Language 
Lab Workshop. 

· NoYomber 22nd, Parish contributed to a Thanksgiv1.ne; Food Basket for 
a needy :family. The "basket" was glven to the Terry Lee Canfleld 
family, Binghamton. 

Items donatedf£iven to the Chm~ch: 

One snow blower, three 100 lb. bags of 
calcium and roofing materials fo1• 
church hall and cottage. 

One years supply of paper and toner 
for the copieR. 

~ 

Velvitized picture - "Last Supper-" 

Icon- "Mother andChild," given in 
living memory of Garo and 

/ Meline Soghanalian. 

One case of Sacramental wine. 

Labor for roo:ring of church hall 
and cottage. 

CDr1M.ENTS 

N1.shan Ketchoyiari 

Anonymoun 

"' ' Yeghsn Taboia.n 

Anonymous 

Deacon Hrair and 
Anoush Dokme jian' ·· 

Honry Kachadouria.n 

Church School graduated three students out 6r a possi~le six 

in May during closing exercises at which our Primate, Archbishop 

Torkom Manoogian, presided. Three wore not graduated because they 
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· d:td not fulfill an attend.ance roqu:trement.. Agr<'lo:ing that it had 

proven ouccessful, the Church School Staff doc:ided to rota1.n the tri­

menter system thnt hue been implemented in 1976-1977~ This year's 

tri-mesters are 12, n'lnc and 10 ~·reek~! long respect1.vely.. Agn'in the 
··: ,•,. 

Sr .. Class fell upon m~r shoulders for the first e:tght woolen.. Attendance 

v.•as vory poor; out of 11 f'.nroJ.led an avoro.go of th1•ee attended.. It 

is my feeling that th:ls \oras due to the class being bold on Saturday 

mornings.. Ruby Hagopian nnsv:ered my appeal fc~ help and ha8 taken 

over the Sl"~ Clm.~fl; hopefully 'lte ·Hill see improvement ln attendance 

this coming tri-mot:ter·e It '~ms disappointing to the staff to have 

only half the studontr. prosent at the Chr1.stmns party.. One staf.f 

m(u:.tbel" remarked that it could he perhaps that tho seniorn do not want 

to "mix" ·Hith the younger c.la::~ssn. I cannot accopt that; reason .. 

Youth Group embarked upon a ne'ftJ encounter by lnv·i t1 np; Ross Homo:r•inl 

Church's Youth Group to a bo-vrlin~ act:tvity., Hopo:fuJ.ly thi.s w'lll load 

to mutu11l spiritual nmn~iGb.ment as well as to other local youth groups,. 

IJ·ho "Hother of the yenr" prenenta.ti on has c.cme to 'be a highli.ght of' 

one o:f our Youth Group community services. It is encouraging to see 

our youth honor tho older members or our church's community.. Because 

of the deep friendships made nt the St., Nerseas Conferences, our 

youth invites the youth of other Armenian Churches to our annual danco; 

which makes overyo110 :fool like one b'lg fnm·tly,., Our l'Olnuining yout:h 

never forgot those who have gone to college~ Each year 'care' 

packages are sent trd.th a11 kinds of good:i.es and lo,ro,. As vre picked 

"".,. up a~nin in September, Youth Group d:ld Boom "l.:c hA.ve the spiri.t and 

" enthuGinsm it once had. Some of the advisors feel that because of tho 

"exodus" to_ college of our older loaders the yonnge:r. ono2 ha\ro lost 

interest.. It has also been noted that tho older members of the CUl"l'ont; 
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Youth Group no'\ol have part time ;jobs· and are unable to o.ttond meetings .. 

Youth Group members continue to serve nt the altar, sing tn the choirf 

teach in the Church Sunday and Armenian Schools an well as serv·lng 

at our monthly family dinn~rs~. 

vlomen' s Guild expel .. ion'Ces the same prc1~dems year after year: 

lack of attendance at meetings, refusal to hold offlce and general apathy~ 

all of \orbich are loading us to a skeleton of a \-!omen's Guild"' Hm·rever, 

I must point out that the vwrk 'is being ca1•r'ied out by our executive 

body and the feH :members that come to tho moe tings 17 and thf'Y are to be 

connnondod for getting all the vrork done.. But th1.n cannot continue o At 

our elections in December, there Har. no one 't--rho 'lwuld run for executive 

office, therefore, I asked the existing body to remain until after 

our Ecumenical Epiphany Service on .Tanuary 8, 1.978, after 't·Ihich I l-1'111 

be conductinr, meetings until officers are elected,. Tho incumbent 

chairperson of Guild said she and perhaps one other executive officer 

would remain.. I thanked her but felt it ·..:ould not help our "apathetic" 

si tuo.tion---i t '\>-rould attai.n only "eloss" ovor the problem for another 

year. I, along t-lith Parish Council, am tr:{ine; to bring the problem 

to a head and fi.nd a solution .. 

Due to job and educational con:flicts, there 'ltrere no Armenian 

School teachers available in September.. From Sept?:mbel' · thr•ough 

December Nichael Finkikyan has assisted me in teach'ing Armenian School. 

\.J'e have planned two more tri..:.mesters of nine and 10 weeks respectively, 

January through Hny.. . The Armenian Langunre 'lrJorkshop, conducted in 

October• by Sylva Der Stepanian, uas ·vory inforrnati vo and greatly 

appreciatede Since then, '\-W have imp1ementec3. the Diocesan curriculum 

which our five students nrc enjoying,. 
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tve are still having difficulties i.n f1.nding members to si.ng in 

the cholr., I pl.,enume this l...rill be tho si tuati.on here for a number of 

years to come,. unless nevi fruni1:ies move into the connnunlty,. Despite 

the bleak outlook, -vm do havo an average of fj_vo members singing oach 

week, and Paul lretcho~;·ian remai.ns ever faithful to his dirocti.ng on 

Sunday mornings. He nnd the choir have participa-ted in the South Side 

Ecumenical Ser•vices, most notably -...rhen they sang "Khorhoort Hedz" at 

tho Epiphany Service held in January, at St. AndreH Roman Catholic 

Church. Again this year we were fortunate to have Michael Findikyan 

as organist., 

Judging by the sta~of our individual or~anizations, one could 

conclude that the genernl attitude of many church members is apathy. 

It is evident at \>mrs hip, meetings and even at once-a-month parish 

dinners~ But we do have faithful members sprinkled throughout all of 

our organizations and 1n the co:ngregat"lon as l>rell, All parinhos have 

the same problems to a greater or lesser extent.. Since vle are a 

small parish the lack o:f •:orkel'S is felt lt:ith greater impact. Although 

\'19 are f'm; in number, I f'eel 1rm can become a vibl~ant par•ish, vri tnessing 

better attendance and pa.rticipat1.on in worship services, holdlng Bi.ble 

Study classes, lectures and dlf1Ctwsions, nnd even having a. deeper 

involvement in community affairs. Thts cannot be done by the current 
-r-c 

f'ew faithful alone.. A greater nun1ber must be connnitted both tho above 
i\ 

and also to tho "everyday runninrr," of the Church.. This means that 

we must look n-..d thin'' in t 78 and decidn in 't-th:i.ch direction to expend 

our energy~ vlo must all be willin~ to "dlrty" om• hands and \vORK 

TOGETHER to keep our frunily a tight-knit, 'i10ll-o.rgnnized, living and 

functioning _Body of Christ~ 

Respectfully submitted this f"lfth da~+ of January, 1978~ 

;(~~~ 
Kovork Kahana Arakelian 
Pastor 


