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A SAINT CREGORY ARMENTAN CHURCH, BINGHAMTOH
P e PASTOR'S REPORT
##7  0On Thursday, May 15, 1980 I arrived in Binghamton,. coming from

Belleville, I1linois to assume the pastorate of your church, I was led

to an apartment which was properly furnished thanks to the strenous ef-

forts of Carol Bogdasarian and Marion Rejebian, Tam preatly indebted. to
them for their help. The Parish Council did everything in its power to

facilitate my transfer from Belleville to Binpghamton, My special thanks

go to them, .

As pastor, it 1ls natural that my first objective would be to getl

acquainted with the parishioners. Therefore, T decided to make visita-
tions to their homes, In my visitations I gave priority to those.fami-
1lies who had cut off their relationship with our church for factional

lAreasons. In doing so I tried to make two points: First, that I consider

them a part of our community. Secondly, that I care for them regardloss

- of their attitudes toward our church With the exception of, two, they

‘received me with warmth and respect

~the task of typing it. o {

up the difference by visiting the eélderly, the widows, the widowers!

Then I tur attentionxto the reet of the families who are'
regarded a§4sﬁ§§§§§§§E§f%owards our churcn. I did not have the chance
of visiting somé m becauso theyxfailcd to give me an appointment,

Apparently, they had so tight schedule that they could not find half an

‘hour or ,one hour time to receive the pastor., As a result no harm' came

to me. personally. The real harm was done %o the sacred tradition of; our

‘church, If they persist in disregarding the age-old traditions, sooner

or later they will find themselves out of touch with our church, I made
and
in return I received thelr bleqs:.ngs,tblessingru that cannot be bought
they are only granted Lo A B
g Vhen I took office, our church used to issue a 01rcular which '
included mainly the religious calendar of the month, We did not have a
newsletter in the true sense of the word, There was the need of a news-
letter befitting our community, I took upon myself the respons1bility .
for it, knowing full well the difficulties involved It was cons1dered
a real challenge under given circumstances, Shortly, the first issue of
the newsletter came out with a promisinv title SUNRISE, We started’ is-'
suing .a newsletter at a time when the big parishes had 1nterrupted )
‘their's because ofthe summer season, XI took care of putting the, mate-v

rial together, of folding, of stapllnw, of addressographing and. sortlng

out two: hundred coples accordingfziv: codes. Grace Baradet and- Adrienne
Kachadourian were kind enough . to typelit Recently, I undertook also

'.\“

Many parishioners expresced thelr Joy and appreciation over the'

appearance of the newsletter, Surprisingly several persons gquestioned

-about the delay of the newsletter 1stead of saying a word of apprecia-

tion, I,considered it destructive critlclsm.\l strongly. re ject destruc-

c o tive critioism but warmly accept” conutructive cr1tici5m.'ThoSe engaging

in destructive criticism must realizc that they are doing disservice to
our church, Let them know that even ‘the big parishes cannot put out. ‘
their newsletter on time despite having potential in terms of helping .
hands and all kinds of facilities,: In order to be fair in our Judgments,

\\ve ‘should not forget to point out.'the. advantagés of a work along with
1 "{ts disadvantages otherwise we becorie harrowiminded, Some took a pess1-
~mistic view of our newsletter, They held that it had no chance for: . sur-

vival.. At ‘that time T disagreed with ;them. Today, after hav1ng prlnted

: seven 1ssues, tho 1ndications are_that 1t will survive because where.
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“’ffthere is a w1ll, there is a way

o o

.When I assumed pastoral responsibilities, Armenian weekly classes

'.i."a

- dia not exist, I considered it necessary to“establish or re-establish it
provided that minimum three persons enroled in it., I did not wait for the
falliseason to start classes. I started off at the begimiing of j{the sum-

mer season. My intentlon was to pive opportunity to our youths to Jjoin.it
since, they were on school vacation, Unfortunately the Armenian classes
had no appeal for them, Around fifteeh persons participated in it. Late

‘enrolment considerably interfered with the pace of the work, Each time =
‘someone joined the classes, I felt compelled to start from the outset

: 'o
% As in everythinp else perseverence is an essential factor for mak-
ing progress, Frequent abstention qonstituted great obstacles, Those who
expected to get quick result, became frustrated and eventually dropped out,
Those! who attended the classes regularly and had a real desire to learn,
benefited substantially., I can mention the name of Michael Findikyan who
will be in a pOSition to teach Armenian classes ‘next year. _ l,,_ ;_
i ‘ P
lt is incumbent on every Armenian to be able to express himself L
more - or less in his own native 1anguage. The language 1s the most effec~
tive Bond which-identifies one with:his people, How can we feel a sense -

/] |of belonging to our beloved forefathers when we have ceased speaking the Q;
> |same language.and lost even the desire to learn it. Those who stay sway

from Armenian classes making the excuse of not having time, I can give

. them the example of two doctors attending the Armenian classes despite :
- being %xtremely tied up. Therefore, ‘the thing which lacks is not the time -
< .but the willingness, To me, to make&the Armenian classes available Is a |
i matter*of national conscience., Seven months ago, in my first sermon, I |

had anhouhced that there should be three persons in order to start Armen-
lan webkly classes but today I state that the Armenian classes will go on

ff; even if the attendance is reduced to oﬂe single person,

L I attach great importance to Cultural Gatherings because they play
Ca vital rble in the life of our parish..mhey are the.driving force of our
g;parish\without which we become like stagnant water, As parish, we get our
o spiritual’ nourishment from them. T mide. plans to organize cultural gather-
= ings on the occasion of major national feasts. Thus far, we had a cultur-'
wal gathering dedicated to the ‘Holy Wranslators, a Shadow Play prior.to
?fChristmas. We have scheduled the comiemoration of St, Vartan on Sunday,.
 1st of March, following Divine Liturgy. The purpose of Cultural Gatherings'va~
i is three—fold' First, to honor the memory of a hero, a saint or a scholar.
7. i second,- to understand the significance of their lives and work, Third, to
i get spiritual inspiration in order to fdllow in thelr footsteps., I. stronp—
. ly urge our parishioners to make a special effort to attend these cultural
'“-‘jgatherings.,i . '
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T had a meeting with Sunday .School Etggb to discuss issues related"

. +to curriculum, textbooks and attendance, I\provided them with reference
. books which could broaden their knowlédge about the history and doctrine
" “of the Arménien Church, T asked them to be more interested in rekindling
- .~ the student's national spirit and religious feelings rather than trying:
~to £1l1l their minds with much informations., Adrienne Kachadourian and her
~. colleagues are doing their best to contribute to the moral and spiritual-
. development of the students., It is gratifying to note that this year the
: {yattendance of our Sunday School. has increased.

We have every reason to be hapoy with our choir which consists'of

Tfﬂ dedioated members. They are fullv conscious of - their obligations toward

By




_i;, our church They abstained onlv ‘when they had a tehable reASon to do so..I
Y ’pecruited two persons for the -choir, During my ébnversations and meetings.
- .with people, I tried hard to persuade théem to get involved in the church
- .. organizations, particularly in the cholr. Sometimes I succeeded, other . .
i times I Tailed but it was worth to give it a try. -Our organist, Michael
L Findikyan was always at the helm. .

¥ ‘ E We feel deeply indebted to our altar servers; Hagop Injajigian E
and deacon Hrair Dekme jian, Professor. Dekmejian is regarded my right
“hand in.the church, He is rendering valuable:'service to our church. He
' gladly accepted to conduct” ‘sérvices when Iam away in Syracuse, Although !
" he has no time to scratch 'his head, he finds plenty of time to devote to
',our church We all need to follow his wonderful example. e N R

S R continued the frlendly relationship which existed before betp gq ‘

. Wween our church and the South-side (sister churches, I took part in- Inter-. -
faith church services on two occasions: Thanksgiving Day at First Baptist

. Church, ‘and on the feast of Epiphany at St, Andrew's Catholic Church We . .

. should not miss these interfaith church services if we are really interest- .

ied in strenghtening our tles: with them and learning from their experience. S

: ‘The Women's Guild. -holds -8 very important place among our church A
organizations. It is-not.an. exaggeration to state that it forms the back-
. bone of .our church, As a home ceases fo be a home without the presence of
" a devoted mother, so our church will lose a great deal without Women's ’
~ Guild, A1l the women in our community are expected to be part of it, glv-
.- ing their moral and financial support. The out-going officers of.the ex~ . .
- ecutive body of Women's Guilds; Margaret Medzigian, Anoush Dekme jian' and S
“- Barbara ‘Gialanella deserve our deep gratitude., They carried out their res~ ..
sponsibilities with faithfulness for several terms at the unanimousire- .. -
...quest. of the members, We firmly believe that the present officers under - caii
" the chairmanship of Ursula Flndikyan will carry on the work with renewed - .
enthusiasm ,and dedication, i i _ , o ,_‘._ T
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S " We cannot overstate the importance of our Youth Group. The future
'of our parish hinges on them, Sooner or later, they will play leadership
~.roles,here or elsewhere, For this very reason we need to cherishjand-care’
1'about them, It has become a necessity.to assign an adult advisor.who can
. oglve guidance and supervise their activ1ties.-0n my part I have always
,_ﬁfencouraged them to take an active part in our cultural gatherings. };,

3 ' It is true that our Parish is small but we should bear in mind
that we have potential,- We make a big/mistake by imposing the whole bur- Lo
-~ den on & few, This is not fair, Whe'ther ve are involved in church organ- DI
~ izations or not, we have obligation to do our share, Once we are’ convincém&“f
“that the church is our second home, we will not hesitate to offer our ,
“service, By serving our church we do good to our people and we do deeds . . "
- which,are pleasing to God, The end result is that we get inner satisfac-3¢ft_,ﬂ
‘tion and spiritual enjoyment. That is ‘our bigpest reward, inviolable A
 treasure, Blessed are those who possess this kind of treasure, I} ;ami hope~
-+ ful that:with united and concerted efforts we will menage to achieve all

pur goals. ; ,_J!_ﬂ _u_.;.” R v%,'

L co It was a real pleasure for me to work wilth the members of the .
Parish Council. T -would like to express my. thanks for their cooperation
and understanding. My special thanks go to the Chairman of the Parish '

' Council, Dr, George Rejebian who always showdd readiness to give meia
lending -hand not only in church related matters but also in my personal
problems., : v o .5 =

T Wery Rev. Fr. Sooren Chinchinian
,i» - Pastor
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