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MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL PARISH ASSEMBLY ' .~ .

' FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 1, 1974

' The St. Joﬁn s Armenian Church.Annual Parish Aeeembly was ealied tdf'“
order by the Parish Council Chairman, Mr Harry Kezellan at 8:30 p. m., on
Friday, February 1, 1974.

The 1nvocat10n was offered by The Very Reverend Father Paren Avedlklan. .

Mr. Kezelian welcomed everyone to‘the meeting. He stated that their pre-
sence indicates their concern for the Church, which should not end here tonight. - -
The governing body of the Church requires the constant and dedicated support of
its parishioners. Only through this dedication will the Church's task become .
fruitful. ‘ o ' :

* The first order of business was the election of chairman and secretary for '

‘the Parish Assembly. Messrs. Martin Apkarian, Edward Korkoian, Yervant Azadian

and Martin Cholakian were nominated. Mr. Martin Apkarian was elected Chairman
of the Assembly by majority vote. Co

Mr. Yervant Azadian was unanimously voted in as secretary‘of the day.
Mr. Azadian asked for an a531stant therefore, Mr. Edward Korkoian was asked to
assist Mr. Azadian.

Mr. Apkarian thanked everyone for their vote of confidence in him as Chair-
man of the day. He explained that the minutes from the 1973 Parish Assembly were
passed out and would not be read at this time.

A motion was made by Miss Lucy Merzian, seconded and passed, that the minutes
of the Annual Parish Assembly be available in the Church Office the Sunday prior to
the Annual Parish Assembly.

Mr. Haigas Yagoobian made a motion to accept the minutes of the 1973 Pariah
Assembly as presented. Motion was seconded and passed

Mr. Paul Hovsepian, Chairman of the Nomlnatlng Committee, was called upon
to present the candidates for election. Mr. Hovsepian thanked his committee

. members Mr. Simon Javizian and Mr. Sooren Gozmanian, and asked them to assist him

in the presentation of the candidates for the various positions on the- Parlsh
Council, Nominating Committee, and the Auditing Commlttee.

Candidates for Parish Council 6 to be elected for a two-year term.

Richard Apkarian " Adam Kazarian
Souren Aprahamian (incumbent) Kelly Kuchukian
©. Stephen Boyajian (1ncumbent) . Richard Norsigian
‘Noubar Dourjalian o Harry Terzian (1ncumbent)
George Gargarian - Edward Vosganian
Armen Hovnanian ©  Leo Zamanigian (incumbent):

Candidates for Nominating Committee -3 to be elected for one-yéar term;_"

Artin‘Artinian o - ¢ Jack Kazanjian
- Mihran Hoplamazian .. Elizabeth Mamassian .
George Jevarjian Michael Megregian
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'Candidates for Auditing Committee 1 to be elected for three-year term.

. e N Wy

John Bahadurian o Dicron Tafralian

Mr..Hovsepian emphasized the fact that in order to be fair to all :
candidates members should vote for the maximum number . indicated on the ballot.:.

‘Mr. Hovsepian then asked if there were any nominations from the floor.

Mrs. Mary Kezelian asked if there were any rules stating whether or not
a person-could cast his vote and leave before the meeting. Dr. Dennis Papazian
stated that on page 44 of the Annual Booklet it states under '"Rules and Regula-"
‘tions Governing Parish Assembly'", Article 22, "In a Parish Assembly each.member’ : e
shall be. ent1t1ed to ‘one vote wh1ch is not transferable and must be cast.in % - A
person.hp,n‘ : S R o, S ~_..._ H.ﬁf:.\;il : ﬂ”‘-“*‘

_ K Dr Papaz1an made a motlon to collect. ballots from each 1nd1v1dua1 Separately
The motion was seconded After a 1engthy dlscuss1on the motlon was voted upon ‘and "
rdefeated. . S : D S .,. ‘

. K : S e : Lo .. “ . '"':.-;‘5\1,,4 B

. Slnce there were no’ nomlnatlons from the floor Mr Hovseplan asked the " follow- T;_,,
ing - monltors, Lucy Mer21an, Emma Hovseplan, .Leo’ Boodaklan, John Noralan,‘Carl ?-,-}““ﬁ}ﬂ

. Whlle,votes were belng tallled the Assembly returned to the regular order
" of busrness. 3L?«PL,, » . e ‘fﬁ_x,_,‘ v~'“ ;‘uw‘ .

Mr. Zartarlan asked 1f the Parlsh Council followed any of the Bulldlng ' NIRRT
Evaluatlon Commlttee 's: recommendatlons..4Cha1rman Harry Kezelian replied that. ~,‘;?ﬁzTTﬁ’
Parish Council felt. the Assembly.should decide- what- the pr0per'course of action ot -
should be’ regardlng these recommendatlons.» After. further. question’ why. ‘ther Parish. = '
Council. did not. choose to act upon the committee's: recommendatlons, Father~ Paren B
expressed his views as 'to why the.Parish Counc1l has .not acted ‘upon  the. recommend-aﬂ' o
- ations -of 'the comnittee. He explained that since some of the suggested‘changes ;

‘are drastlc and . since it was ‘the Parish Assembly who' asked that this’ ‘committee - be A
formed in 1971, 'the Parish Council-felt that. thlS Assembly should glve dlrect1on' R
and recommend a course of actlon .to be followed w0 o e T

Mr Martln Manooglan, Chalrman of the Bulldlng Evaluatlon Commlttee, swas -
‘called upon to comment on the report.” Mr. Manoogian-said that- the operation of
‘the Hall:is' a burden on the’ dues. paying members of- the church He expressed dlslﬁ
satlsfactlon in the procedure to be followed in. renting the Hall*and arranging
- - related matters. ‘He 'stated ‘that the Committee's recommendatlon is ‘that all”mon1es‘
should gOfthrough the Church books so- that we' W1ll know what 1s actuall' '
to have an_affair, in’ the bu11d1ng i 'M‘..f‘/~‘ KR

: , Mr Kork01an moved that the Assembly accept W1th thanks the recommendatlons Y
of thlS commlttee, "and that the Parish Counc11 form ‘a three man commlttee'con31st- ‘
ing of one member from the Parish Council "and' two from the congregatlon, ‘to study g
this report, make its recommendations to the Parish’ Counc11 which' w111 beyempowered
by this body to put these actions " 1nto effect., The motlon was seconded“voted upon,

~and passed . o T : o
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Mr Martln Cholaklan questloned whether or not our Church should dlSplay
signs regardlng Blngo and whether or not. Blngo was instituted only to raise:;
" money. 'Mr. Vahe' Papellan, Bingo Chalrman, was called upon to present'some of
the facts in relatlon to Blngo. . K - R 1‘ 'yw'

l'I U

Dr. ‘Papazian questloned the prOprlety of Blngo for the Armenian Church and R

‘ekplalned that 1t was embarras31ng to see the Bingo 51gns all around the Church.f_ o

“Mr. Martln Cholaklan made a motlon, Wthh was seconded to st0p Blngo 1n
vthe Church- Hall ‘on Thursday nlghts. The motlon was voted upon and’ defeated
' o u'r_\"«» : »aﬁ’
Mr. Hrant Aglnlan asked about the increase and decrease of our, Church
, membershlp. Mr. Carl Varadian, Pledge Chalrman, stated that'the Church had 925
»‘members on its 11st a few dr0pped out and a few JOlned during the year.m_kwi

‘In reference to the Pastoral Report Mr Martln Apkarlan commended Father ;L“fif
‘Paren for doing ‘the job of two or three clergymen and the congregatlon reSponded
Wlth a standlng ovatlon for Father Paren.' ¢‘”4“ P C IS _ a

5,“" .
i

Mr Apkarlan strongly urged the Parish Counc1l to form a. ten man commlttee
-to go to New York and demand another clergyman or a- deacon to aSS1st Hayr Soorp.

Mr. Steve Khatian and Mr. Robert Thomasian presented thelr appeal to the
congregation on behalf of the St. John's Calouste Gulbenkian Armenian School. Board
They stressed that. our children must have a knowledge of their Armenian heritage -

" and that parents should make every effort to bring their children to the Saturday
‘and Sunday Armenian School. Mr. Khatian said that out of 30,000 Armenlans in the -
Detroit area, only 6-7,000 are involved in the community act1v1t1es. The rate of
‘participation is one to five. Language and religion are not enough to preserve -

our identity. Knowledge of heritage can give pride to our children, he said. ‘
They both stressed partlcularly the history series from 10:30 to 11:00 every Sunday
in Chapel.

The 1974 Budget was the next order of business. A motion was.made‘and seconded
to approve this balanced budget. After discussion, the motion was voted upon and
passed. ' : ' - Co

Mr. Onnig Tabibian asked about the Diocesan Budget. Mr Kork01an stated that
the Diocesan Budget is the creation of the Diocesan Assembly which meets once a L
year and adopts a budget, which is presented to the Diocesan Assembly by the Budget
Committee. The Budget reflects the activities of the Diocese and the will of the
Diocesan Delegates who participate in the adoption of the Budget. He made refer-
ence to the Stewardsh1p Program, which was not very frultful last year.

Last year Detr01t had a $6,500 voluntary stewardshlp quota, 65 stewards each
paying $100 to the Diocese; we had one steward. This year the Diocese has abolished
the voluntary stewardship, and the $6,500 will be added to Detroit's yearly dues;
if stewards come forward from Detroit then the Diocese will ‘deduct $100 for each’
steward from our Dlocesan dues. .
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‘er.‘Andre Gregory asked what happened to the petition submitted by‘him‘
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to the Parish Council in reference to reinstating Father Diran Papazian to
 St. John's Armenian Church. Mr. Korkoian stated that the Parish Council chose .

not to take action regarding the petition.

It was tabled

A question was raised as to what was being done about the Senior Citizens
Housing Project. Mr. Kezelian, Parish .Council Chairman, stated that at one time
“they were. thinking about building on the Church property; but now that the High
School is being built on the grounds there is no more land available to build a
Senior Citizen Housing Project. It will take further study to get another avail-

able site.

}

Mr. Jack Kazanjian reminded everyone that one of the main projects“of the

Men's Society was the Blood Bank Drive.
donate blood so that the whole Church membership could benefit. .

He made an appeal to every member to

Mr. Martin Cholakian made a motion that a delegation be formed by the Parish
' Council to approach Surpazan Hayr personally and demend, if necessary, ‘that we
get an add1t10na1 clergyman or deacons to assist Father Paren.

. Mr. Apkarian stated that he was just informed that a clergyman is expected
from Jerusalem, and in case this falls through then the motion made by Mr.<:

Cholakian will be followed through.
passed *,t ‘

Proposals for the Dlocesan Assembly were the next order of bu31ness.

Mr. Cholaklan s motion was voted upon -and

B
i : . . o
o

* Mr. Harry Terzian, Parish Council member, explained that the following

proposals,were drafted by the Parish Council,

in consultation with the Diocesan

- Delegates. After approval by this Assembly, they w111 be presented to the " R

Diocesan Assembly.

g PROPOSALS AND BY-LAWS AMENDMENTS TO BE SUBMITTED TO THE 1974 DIOCESAN ASSEMBLY

I“Proposals

t

. x';

b

A.

- 2, Church ‘School Curriculum = ¢ . T e

V‘VB.\

'j‘should be establlshed i.e. S

blfl. Each vot1ng member of a parish should be reported

lh}for each parish.t

G A

fPr0posed that a greater portion of the Dlocesan Budget should be devoted
i to prOJectS which are benef1c1a1 directly to all parishes such as %

Dt

”‘1.. Youth Movement (A C.Y. 0. A ) . _ff; h_' “:J‘ :“ ” ;,d"lvj._yi}izfﬁ_nyt,

e300 Armenian School Curriculum R IRt }Kk‘tlf

Ay

JPrOposed that a uniform Diocesan reporting system for parish membership

“2. Pledge or .minimum dues for membership within ‘a: parish should be reported
3.1 Special dispensation to retirees w1dows, students, etc. should be re-:-J;T
/. "ported. : ; o : ¢ o

A“The preceeding combined w1th the a331gnment of a full time clergyman'should
:be’ essential con51derations in determining the annual Diocesan as essment
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II By-Laws Amendments - - j ‘ L L ' oL '1‘
A. PrOposed ‘that the Diocesan budget shall be the flrst order of busxness

on the second day of .the Dlocesan Assembly f‘”,‘ ‘ ,";~N.:\ R

B. Pr0posed that Dlocesan delegates shall serve for a max1mum of two
consecutive four-year terms and after the interim of one year may “ _

become eligible for re—electlon ‘ : R AR ,,w.IHL t

e

C..‘Pr0posed that in each parish hav1ng four or more delegates, the term’
~of office of a portion of these delegates will expire annually and '
. election for such positions will be held each year. . In parishes hav1ng
less than four delegates, electlons should be ‘held to comply W1th the l_y'"
‘sP1r1t of the above provision. : . . : "

Lo

B

, The Assembly approved the porposals and By-Laws amendments presented by‘,f”h-?‘

_ the Parlsh Counc1l : : - » e T

1 Mr. Martln Cholaklan pr0posed that the Dlocesan Counc1l be made more re-““‘”lh{.,
presentatlve of the geographlc locations of the churches in the Diocese. .. In 9J~¢

answer to Mr. Cholakian's question Mr. Korkoian explalned that the members . of :

~ the Diocesan Council are already sPread out, and that only one member -is. from '
the New York area, SRR _ E ‘fn‘,‘ LA o AR ‘(x;*“,"“,” P

Paul Hovseplan was called upon to report the results of the electlon.
He reported that 338 ballots were cast. ' RS e

. et AR SR
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The six elected to the Parish Council were: k Pleale
Souren Aprahamian %9\2
Stephen Boyajian -, . /%Yy — o
Armen Hovnanian .. .. . (b f;' o SRy
' 'Richard Norsigian . 2"g/ B S
, Harry Terzian = . {b L i
o ‘ Leo Zamanigian: - A " g g

Three elected to the Nominating Committee were: .

Mihran Hoplamazian
Jack Kazanjian
Elizabeth Mamassian

: . Mo . R o e et
D R T u‘r:m»nl-n-.‘-u/:.'v st pbindt ey w2 = iwﬂ»:

The Auditor elected was: s ] BRI 4

John Bahadurian

Mr. Apkarian called on Father Paren for his closingvremarks.

Father Paren thanked all who served on the Parish Council during the past
year, especially two people, Chairman Harry Kezelian and Mr. Edward Korkoian.
"My reason for mentioning them by name is not to single them out, but to re-
cognize the many years of services which they have rendered to the progress of .

this Church."

. i . . . v i v, . T
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. He also thanked all others who served on the Parish Council. He thanked the |
Nominating Committee and Auditing Committee members. He also thanked the’
'Chairman and Secretaries of the Assembly Mr. Martin Apkarlan, Mr. Yervant:
Azadlan, and Mr. Edward Korkoian for the proper and orderly conduct of the
meetlng . :

He expressed dlspleasure that the Parish Assembly .saw fit to adopt a’
proposal which lacks concrete direction to the Parish Council. He expected to’
see a stronger recommendation regarding the Building Evaluation Committee's re-
port

.
@

Second he said that pertaining to Blngo, w1th knowledge of the Church'

financial” 31tuat10n, the idea expressed by some parlshloners regardlng the: 31gns7

and propriety of conducting bingo in this hall is not wise. He also recognlzed

o the need for blngo ‘to help create fellowshlp among parlshloners. T VJ 5 ~'.;J

a,

He mentloned the appeals presented by Mr. Steve Khatian and Mr. Robert
Thomasian. ""Many of us, myself included, admlred the language and the way the
message’came through', he said, "Yet I. thlnk the intention was not to arouse. . "
.our admlratron, but rather to 1nstill a sense of duty in us. each1ng Armenlan

- .heritage to our children must be a part of our home discipline. I thlnk thati1s‘f"‘

the message".  Fourth, in regard to the” motion made: for ‘an additidnal. pr1est,
'"Unfortunately, we are unable to give you concrete 1nformat1on regardlng an’

: arrangement, yet T would like to mention that probably. within a short: t1me there]f“'fl

will be a’priest forthcomlng from Jerusalem with the consent and arrangement: "of .
our Diocesan Primate" He then concluded, "I .thank every member here not:, only
for coming to the’ Annual Assembly, but all the hundreds of hours that many of;
us put ‘in this Church for its welfare: There are many of these" serv1ces that
were- acknowledged in the Annual Booklet, yet there are many others who ‘toil for

the progress of'this Church, whose names never get to be mentioned in' the Annual'f

Booklet. I would especially like to thank those people and h0pe that we W111
continue our dedlcatlon and service to thlS Church" “?f :

. The meeting concluded with the benediction given by Father Paren.

Secretary

Pre51dent

——

w.i:u‘t.:-_ﬁ .



