
ST. JOHN'S ARMENIAN CHURCH OF GREATER DETROIT 
ANNUAL PARISH ASSEMBLY MINUTES 

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 21, 1997 

I. INVOCATION AND CALL TO ORDER 

The Parish Assembly ("Assembly") was called to order by the 
Chairman of the 1996 Assembly Mr. Arthur Mardigian at 7:40PM. The 
Very Rev. Fr. Baret Yeretzian, Pastor, offered the Invocation. Gloria 
Korkoian, Secretary of the Day will record minutes until the 1997 Parish 
Assembly Officers are elected. 

II. VERIFICATION OF THE ELIGIBILITY OF MEMBERS AND 
QUORUM 

Mr. Mardigian read the Diocesan By-laws definition on what constitutes a 
quorum: the presence of 113 of the eligible voters or 50 members shall 
constitute a quorum and decisions should be rendered by majority vote. 
Mr. Mardigian stated that there are clearly more than 50 members present 
and if there are no objections from the Assembly, the Secretary will record 
that a quorum is present. There were no objections. A quorum was present. 

The eligibility of members had been verified by the Parish Council as 
parishioners registered. 

At 8:10PM there were 150 eligible members present. 

At 9:30PM, when balloting was closed, there were 159 eligible members 
present. 

Correction to agenda: 
Correction to item 7 in the agenda item A will be item B, item B willbe 
item C. A will be a call to for new business, they must be submitted proir 
to this item in writing an d signed by the presentor. The Chairman will 
read only the intent of the new business, if the assembly votes yes, then it 
will be discussed under 7C. 

A MOTION was made to accept the agenda with corrections. The 
MOTION was voted on, secmided and passed. 
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III. ELECTIO 

Mr. Mardigian introduced Dr. Ara Yagoobian, Chairman of the 1997 
aminating Committee, to conduct the El ction of the Pari h Assembly 

Officer . Dr. Yagoobian tated that th election would clo eat 9:30p.m. 
and that orne candidat were ab ent do to their children' chool 
breaks/vacation . 

OFFICERS 

CHAIRM 
Dr. Yagoobian a k d Arthur . Mardigian and Gloria Korkoian to come 
forward for introduction. Dr. Yagoobian asked for nominations from the 
floor. There b ing no nomination from the floor, the nomination for 
Chairman f the Day were clo ed. He a k d that we di pen e with the 
reading of th biographie . There being no objection , the biographies 
were not read. 

lex Alexanian wa a ked to come forward for introduction. Dr. 
Yagoobian a ked for nomination from the floor. There being no 
nomination from the floor, the nomination for Secretary of the Day 
were clo ed. He a ked that we di pen e with the reading of the 
biographie . There being no objecti n , the biographie wer not read. 

Dr. Yagoobian pr s nted the candidate for Pari h embly Officers . 
hairman of the Day: Arthur . Mardigian and Ms. Gloria Korkoian 
ecretary of the Day: Alex Alexanian 

Dr. Yagoobian explained the balloting rule and added the Nominating 
Committee did it's utmo t to fill the late. There being no objections, the 
ballot were pa ed out. 

Mr. Mardigian made a MOTIO to clo e nomination . The MOTIO 
wa econded, and PASSED. 

Dr. Yagoobian announced the election re ults and congratulated the Officer : 

hairman of the Day: Gl ria Korkoian 
cretary of the Day: Alex lexanian 
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The Officers took their po itions. Gloria Korkoian thanked the A sembly 
for their confidence and tated that both candidate for Chairman of the 
Day and ecretary of the Day were excellent candidate . She extended the 
gratitude of the elected officers to the Assembly. 

ELECTION OF PARISH COUNCIL MEMBERS 
Dr. Yagoobian presented the slate of 7 candidates for five (5) Parish 
Council po itions. 
The Chair then a ked for nominations from the floor. o nominations 
were made. 

A MOTION was made to clo e the nomination . The MOTION wa 
econded, voted on and PAS SED . 

The Candidates were introduced: 
Onnig Boyajian 
Alberta Godo hian 
Edward H. Korkoian 
Arthur S. Mardigian 

Janet Mardigian 
Lazaru M. Surabian 
Janice Torosian 

Dr. Yagoobian a ked the Assembly if he could di pen e with the reading 
of the biographie for all candidates for Parish Council, N aminating 
Committee and Auditor. The were no objections . 

NOMI TI G COMMITTEE (5) 

Dr. Y agoobian chairman of the nominating committee presented a slate of 
7 candidate for five (5) positions. 

The candidate were introduced: 
Richard Baylerian Ara Ekizian 

tephen Daghlian George Kourajian Jr. 
Agne Dourjalian Landa Mavian Mycek 

Margaret Oknaian 

AUDIT! G COMMITTEE (1) 

Dr. Y agoobian pre en ted a slate of 1 candidate for one (1) position. 

The candidate was introduced: 
Edward Bedikian 
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Dr. Y agoobian reviewed the balloting procedure , reminding the 
embly that 5 are to be elected for the Pari h Coun il 5 for th 

aminating Committee and 1 for Auditor. 

Recess for vote tabulation 

V. MI UTE OF THE 1996 ANNUAL PARI H ASSEMBLY 

Dr. Yagoobian a ked the As embly if they had any que tions on the 1996 
Minute . The minute were approved by the Archbi h p and would be 
available me time in pril. 

A MOTION was made to dispen e with the reading of the 1996 Annual 
Parish embly Minute and t ratify them as the official record of the 
1996 Pari h sembly. The MOTION wa econded, voted on and 
P SSED. 

VI. 1996 AN U L REPORT 

The Chair tated that the Report would not be read, but that the Pastor and 
Pari h Council would answer que tion . he asked for que tion on the 
Report pag by page. There were no que tion . 

VII. REVIEW OF 1996 FINANCIAL REPORT 

ather Baret Y eretzian ugge ted to end r gret for the lo s of lex 
Manoogian toR. manoogian and L. imone on behalf of the a embly. The 
MOTIO wa made, econded, voted on and PAS ED. 

The Chair a ked for que tion n the 1996 Financial Report. 

Harry Amarkanian a ked why the endowm nt fund balance for 1995 did 
not equal th balance ta d in the 1995 report. (on page 22 of the booklet). 
The rea on given wa that two contributi n were added to endowment 
fund after January of 1996. Th adj u tment wa late. 

There were no further que tion on the 1996 financial report. 

VIII. B DGET 

The chair a ked if there were any que tion on the 1996 Budget. 
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John emizian refered to page 25 of the booklet and a ked if the Choir 
Director ould be added in the 360,000 alarie column. The chairman of 
the Pari h Council re ponded that the Pari h Council would provide the 
funds for the hoir Director. Fath r Baret added that he wa in the 
proce f locating a Dir ctor from Armenia. 

que ti n wa a ked on where item 7 on the reciept column, gift money, 
came fr m? ndy Tarpinian, Pari h Council treaurer re ponded that 
Richard and Loui e Manoogian gave it a a gift to the church. 

Father Baret added that a donation to the Church of 8000 from the 
A .. Y. O. . wa late and would be added to next years budget. 

MOTION wa made to accept the budget,voted on, Second d and 
PA SED. 

IX. EW BU I E S 

M . Korkoian a ked for any new bu ines from the floor. one wa 
ubmitted 

In Li u of Flow r : 
ndrew Tarpinian refered to the policy as addre ed in the booklet. 

H tated the need for fund to maintain the Church and expalined the 
change mad to the In Lieu of Fl wer policy. 

Arthur Mardigian made a MOTION to AMEND the motion on the floor 
to tate that it would become effective on February 22,1997. 
The AMENDME T wa econded and Passed. The MOTION for the 
in Lieu of Flower a amended was seconded and PAS ED with two 
votes again t. 

ELECTIO RE ULT 

The Chair a k d th Chairman of the aminating Committee to announce 
the election re ult . Dr. Yagoobian announced the election re ult and 
congratulat d the new member of the Parish Coun il, aminating 
Committee and uditing Committe . 

Pari h Council: Onig Boyajian 
Edward H. Korkoian 
Janice Toro ian 

Alberta Godo hian 
rthur Mardigian 
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omina tin g ommittee: Richard Baylerian 
tephen Daghlian 

George Kurajian 

Agne Dourjalian 
Ara Ekizian 

Dr. Ara Yag bian t nd d hi thank t his fellow nominating cornmitee 
member and to all tho e who helped make the evening a ucce ful as it 
wa . 

XI: PASTOR'S CLOSING MESSAGE AND BE EDICTIO 

Th Very Rev. Baret Yeretzian mad a ugge tion that in the future the 
balloting hould end at 9:00 P.M .. The ugge tion wa pa ed with 
unanimou con ent. He then went on to ay that the evening had been one 
of the horte t and moothe tin hi tory. He thanked the embly. He 
tated that the purpo e of the Annual Meeting i to come together and work 

for the g od of the Parish. He a k d that we continue to work together. 
He added a p cial thank to Helen Armoudlian who e dedication to the 
Church a ecretary for over 50 year wa appreciated on the occa ion of 
her retirement. 

He concluded with the B nediction. 

IX. ADJOURNMENT 
The Pari h embly adjourned at 9:47 PM 

Fol!... ~ ~.<J_"==-
The Very Rev. Fr. B ret Y eretzian 

President 

~~ 
Gloria L . Korkoian 

Chairman, Pari h Assembly 

~~~ 
Secretary , Pari h sembly 

J?~ J , 17 
Date 
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