
To: 
From: 

Re: 
Da e: 

Hi r ce Archbishop Kh j g Bar amian 
The Repr entatives of th Ann Arbor rmenian Religiou 

ommunit 
tatus of the Ann Arbor Arm man ommunity 

April 30 1993 

The purpo e of thi letter i to provide a formal reporting of the acti itie of the 
Ann Arbor Armenian ommunit to Your race and to extend an offer to meet 
with the repre entative of the Ann Arbor ommunit during Your upcoming Ma 
visit to Michig n . 

During the pa t y ar Ann Arbor Armenian communit member gath red, 
informally at fir t to di cus the community piritual needs. After pra erful 
considera ion it wa democraticall decid d that we wanted tow rk toward the 
ere tion of an Arm nian Apo tolic rthodox burch here. In ptember of 1992 
Armen Asherian, John K zanjian, teven M ngigian and John Merigian were 
cho en a a council to repre ent the group. 

In ovember the four of us met with Fr. Par n to di cu the de ire of the 
communit . Wee pre ed our desire to ha e regular ervice in Ann Arbor. To 
make ure that our cti i were well within the teaching of the Armenian 

burch we ubmit ourselve to the authori of the Church by wa of Fr. Paren's 
spiritual au thorit as pa tor of t . John . Fr. Paren enthusiasti ally endorsed the 
projec , recognized the four of u ·a repre entatives, and provided liturgical robe . 
He indicated that he would present our desire to both Your Grace and to the t. 
John s Pari h ouncil. Fr. Paren had al o hop d to vi it our communit once a 
month to provid Hol ommunion, how ver he later informed u that it was not 
po sible. 

ince thi meetin we ha e held pra er ervice (taken from the Divine Liturgy) 
on the frr t and third unda of every month. ur ervice ha e been attended b 
group of 16 to 25 p opl . We ha e al o pra ed requiem er ice for the father of 
two si ter from aku for the mother of another woman from Baku, and for the 
victim of the umgaite Ma acre. Deacon Michael Ohane ian has b en helping us, 
and i iting n d famili s . We ha e al o st rt d a practice of having "general 

hristian fellow hip meeting " on designat d Wednesdays. ince our meeting with 
Fr. Par n, John M rigi n had to re ign from hi po ition due to a work relocation 
in Te a . Howe r we thr e council memb r still continue to me t regular! to 
ad ance the communit s needs. 

It i our wi h to maintain good clo e tie with our Dioce e and with you. We hop 
that thi work will tr ngthen the greater Armenian communit and will act a a 
model which can b u ed in other Armenian cornmuniti . Our phone number are 
provided if ou wish to m et or cant c u . 

incerely 

{/~ 
Armen herian 
(3 13) 747-3 49 

~hn aza ·· u t~13) 665-2664 

~ ~~-:' 
teven Mangigian 

(313) 426-3404 



~t. 3Tobn's ~rmtnian QCburcb 
OF GREATER DETROIT 

VERY REV. FR. PAREN AVEDIKIAN 
Pastor 

22001 NORTHWESTERN HIGHWAY * Phone: (313) 569-3405 
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VERY REV. FR. SAMUEL AGHOYAN 
Assistant Pastor 

SOUTHFIELD, MICHIGAN .CS075 

July 27, 1993 

Archbishop Khajag Barsamian, Primate 
630 Second Avenue 
New York, NY 10016 

Your Eminence: 

As you are aware, certain Armenians of the Ann Arbor, 
Michigan Comunity are working towards establishing a 
Mission Church in their area. · ·· ·· ··· -· · 

Their main problem is the channeling of donations. 
They have individuals who wish to donate to help cover 
expenses incurred, but unfortunately lack the channel 
to do so. 

They would like to, if possible, temporarily operate 
under our non-profit status. They would have the 
checks made payable to St. John's Armenian Church and 
have the money managed from funds dedicated. for Ann 
Arbor Armenian Account. 

Respectfully Yours, 

~~k:~ 
..... · -· Chairman Parish Council 

.... , .,•·r 
'i. 



DI OCESE OF THE ARM EN I AN CHURCH OF AMERICA 

u.rHJ.Q\Jnrf"l. n t>ra-t>t>\J ~ u. an 5 U. U'brt>4U.Bt> u.rbt-blbU.\J ra-bU't> 

Archbishop Khajag Barsamian, Primate 

Mr. Edward Haic Korkoian, 
Chairman, Parish Council 
St. John Armenian Church 
22001 Northwestern Highway 
Southfield, MI 48075 

Dear Mr. Korkoian: 

August 12, 1993 

We have received your letter of July 27, 1993 requesting 
temporary permission for the Mission Parish of Ann Arbor to 
operate under your non-profit status. Until such time as they 
are independently registered, we grant permission to your 
request. 

Please keep . us apprised of any further developments of which 
we should be aware of. 

With prayers, 

Abp-~-£~~ 
Archbishop Khajag Barsami an 
Primate 

630 SECOND AVENUE, NEW YORK, NY 10016-4885 TELEPHONE 212.686 .0710 FAX 212.779.3558 
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Archbishop Khajag Barsamian, Primate 

october 26, 1993 

The Very Reverend Father BaretYeretzian, 
Pastor · 

·st. John Armenian Church 
22001 Northern Highway 

. southfield,. MI 48075 

Dear Father Baret: 

We are pleased to inform you that the Armenian community in 
Ann Arbor, Michigan has been officially organized as a "Mission 
Parish" within the-Eastern Diocese of the Armenian Church of 
America •. · since this community falls within the jurisdictional 

·territory of the st. John parish and has been guided by their 
leadership up to the formation of their own Parish Council which 
we have sanctioned, we wish to continue this.harmonious 

.relationship between them and the st.· John parish as this new. 
parish grows and develops. 

Therefore, we appoint you as the President of the Parish 
council of this new Mission Parish and are confident that under 
.yourleadership_and guidance they shall grow into a strong 
.·community. 

. We ask that you periodically keep us apprised of the life 
and activity .. of the community. Wishing you every success . in this 
new endeavor. 

Enclosure. 

With prayers, 

·Ab~.K .. £~~ 
Archbishop Khajag Barsamian 
Primate 

630 SECOND AVENUE, NEW YORK, NY 10016-4885 TELEPHONE 212.686.0710 FAX 212.779.3558 
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· chairman: 

·vice-Chairman: 
. . . . .· . 

-Treasurer: · 

Secretary: . 

Advisors:-

'•, · .. 

Ann Arbor Armenian church·Council 

Steven Mangigian 
~578 Gregory Road· 
Dexter, MI 48130 

·Armen.Asherian 

. -Marc Telfeyan 

- . _ John Kazanjian .· 
. ,-·. 

Deacon Mi6hael Ohanesian 
· · John Ohanian . ~ :· ' 

.. - .. 
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Archbishop Khajag Barsamian, Primate 

Mr. Steven Mangigian, 
. Chairman 

· · .~ Armenian ·Church of Ann Arbor 
4578 Gregory Road 
Dexter,·MI 48130 

Dear Mr. Mangigian: 

October 26, 1993 

.. 

It is our pleasure to inform you that we have favorably 
considered your request to be officially established as a 
"Mission Parish" within the Eastern Diocese of the Armenian 
Church of America. 

We have followed the growth, development and activities of 
·your community for sometime and now feel assured that you are 
truly on the right road toward the formation of a full parish in 
Ann Arbor for the faithful Armenian community. 

· We are certainly blessed as a church to have persons such as 
··· yourself and the others of your council who have given of their 
.time and talent tobring the good news of the Holy Gospel of 
Christ.to the Armenian faithful in Ann Arbor. We pray that the 
Holy Spirit continue to guide you in your ministry and mission. 

We hereby appoint the following persons as the official 
Parish Council of the Armenian Church of Ann Arbor: 

Chairman 
Vice Chairman 

- Treasurer 
- Secretary 
- Advisor 

Steven Mangigian 
Armen Asherian 
Mara Telfeyan 
John Kazanjian 
John Ohanian 
Deacon Michael Ohanesian - Advisor 

We have also appointed the Very Reverend Father Baret 
Yeretzian, Pastor of st. John Armenian Church of Southfield as 
the President of your new Parish Council and have informed him of · 
your official status. 

630 SECOND AVENUE, NEW YORK. NY 10016-4885 TELEPHONE 212.686.0710 FAX 212.779.35~11 
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.. . ··~:.' Hereafter, 'you may ·~nter into direct_· contact with. Father 
Baret Yeretzi·an regarding the .. growth, development and governance 
of your; community.. · · · 

.. - ...... :·. 
: . . We pray for you on this _new journey of faith and are assured 

that your~ work will bear much fruit. ·· · 

.. _,._._ 

.... _.,. 

·."' 

Wl th prayerS 1 . 

' . . . 

-··-Ab~·'K.,~·~~-~~ 
Archbishop Khajag Barsamian 
Primate-· 

. ·: cc:: Very Rev •. Fr. Baret Yeretzian .· 
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