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MINUTES - ANNUAL PJ\RISH ASSE~illLY 
--

First S~ss ion 

The Annllf.ll .Parish Assembly of the Armenian Church of Our Saviour was 
heJcl on Thursday, January .24, 1974 in the Church Hall with 34 members 
present. 

The meeting was called to ·order by the ?arish Council chairman, Mr. 
Charles Garabedian at 8:15 P .N. Th~ Very ReY. Shnork Kasparian p1·esided. 
Ft·. Shnol"k opened tht! meeting with a prayer and th~ assemb1ed memb~rs 
then tuYned to·the election of the as~ernbly officers. EJect~d were 
Bart~v. Bagdasar tan, Assembly Cha trman, . .and Van Aroian, s~cretary. 

AGEl-iDA 

1. Election of officers of the Assembly 
2. Reading of the minut.as of previous Assembly 
3. Report of the ?astor 
4. Report of the Par ish Council 
5. · Report of the Auditing CotTimittae 
G. Report of a.ll organlza.tions 
7. Approval of proposed 1974 budget 
R. Elaction of Parish Cotmci1 membeTs, Auditing Committ~e 

and Nominating Committac 
.9. New .Business 

Available to each assembly member were th~ deta i.1 ed and corrr.;;> J att!d Taports 
of all parish committees and organizations, together with~. the financial 
accounts and stat .. mlents, which are found in the 1974 Ann~al Report. 

The .Ass~rr.bly voted to disp<!nse with the reading of the minut~s of tht! 
pr~vious ~s~emcly which hav~ been prcviousJy.c~rttfied. 
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The pastor tl,~n read in Armt!nian his annual Teport which highlighted ln 
detail the great number of activities relative to the rel i.gious life of 
thfs par ish as provided by the pastor. The pastor's report was accepted 
as submitted with commendation by the Assembly. 

Parish Council Reoort 

The Council report was read by Council Secretary, Haroutune Kasparian. 
A urief discussion followed focusing on the need of assistance to the 
pastor. The Ass~mbly was notified that the diocese has been requested 
to provide an assistant ami that this vTill be further pursued by the 
Council. The report was accepted as prese~ted. 

Auditin~ Committ~e Reoort 

Committee member, Henry Shooshan, reported that the r·ecords and accounts 
of both the Cultural Center Building Fund and the Armenian Church of 
Our Saviour were found to be ''fair and reasonably representative'' of the 
financial position of the church·. (Re?ort attached). The chairman then 
turned the meeting over to Mr. ·Peter Nalbandian for a discussion of the 
church financial reports. opening discussion involved the Olga Avenue 
property. The Councjl, because of the couplicated status of the bequest 
of thi.s prop~rty, was unable at this time to provide a complete 
financial status report of the property. 

Further discussion from the Assembly also indicated a desire that a more 
co~lt!te financi.al report be made available on the major fund raising 
efforts of the church: for exaffi? le, the annual picnic, bazaar and New 
Year's Eve affair. It was agreed that a supplemental report showing a 
gross incollle for these affairs be prepared for the Assembly. The con
sensus of the Assembly was also expressed asking the Council to roake 
known by a special means, the need of our pari.sh members to meet •Cultural 
Center assessments now in effect. 

Discussion continued with a question as to the availability of the 
Cultural Cclnter at allegedly high fees. It was explained that the fees 
of the Center were based on cost and for comparable facilities were· 
lower than pr~vailing rates. 

Further, it was explained that the C~nter was available for members of 
the parish for one half these established rates. The Assembly urged 
that the Council should make this fact mort! ~idely knownto the parish 
members. 
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The increases in the maintenance budget were questioned and satis
factot ily expJa.f.ned by the fact of extraordinary repaits· and refur
bishings due to the impending v'is it of His Holiness Cathol icos Vas ken I. 
The Assembly, also, moved to express its gratitude to Messrs. Zarvin 
Kaspar ian and John Toromoni.an for their remodeling of the par ish house 
kitchen into a board-library room. 

A motion was made to accept the Auditor's report encompassing the receipt. 
and disbursement analysis presented by the Council for 1.973, as well as 
the report of the Cultural Center Building Fund both as presented and 
dis cussed. The Assembly accepted and approved the motion unanimously. 

RF.PORTS OF ORGANIL'.ATIONS 

A motion was made to dispense with the readings of the separate 
organization reports since they were available and presented in the 
Annual Report. The motion was acc~p ted. 

1974 Proposed Budget 

There was a br.i..ef discussion of the effects of the energy crisis on tht:: 
projected costs of fuel.a.nd ~ighting. There w~s a long involv~d dis
cuss ion of the d i.ocesnn assessment. 'the proposed high apparently·· extra
ordinary increase from the ~7,932 of 1973 to the Sl3,000 in 1974 evoked 
much concer·n. The explanation pointed out that diocesan expenses were 
not identical to local parish expensese and that·there was a need for 
additional funds to meet the requirements of central leadership which 
only the diocese could provide. We had no choice but to support the 
diocese. 

In fUl~ther explanation, Gilbert 11arkarian eJq>lained that thd diocese 
was develoving a more rational method of assessing.each parish and 
that.major gains had been made in the past four years in rationalizing 
parish assessments. • 

A motion was made that the budg~t for 1 S74 as proposed ':....::: acc.::v t..::d. The 
motion was seconded and approved. (Copy attached) 

A suggestion from t~e floor was made that the Assembly members consider 
under new husiness on Sunday, January 27th, the following; that a 
portion of funds now held in saving account~ be put into bonds or saving 
certificates in order to :Increase interest yields. A second request 
was made that the Assembly members consider for the Sunday, January 27t11 
meeting, the development of guide lines for the parish council r~lative 
to the dlspos it ion of the Olga Avenue property. 


