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The ninth Annual Parish Assembly was called to order at 1 : 15 p.m. on 
February 7, l982 r at St . James Armenian Church r 55 Lincoln Avenue , 
Harrison , N.Y. Aft@r the Invocation by Rev. Fr. Karekin Kasparianr 
pastor, Alice himshidian, Chairwoman of the Nominating Committee, nom­
inated Martha Gurahian as Parish Assembly Chairwoman and Ellen Ishkanian 
as Assembly ecretary. There beinq no other nominations from the floor, 
the Assembly unanimously voted for the people presented. 

Chairwoman Shimshidian then presented the nominations for Parish Council. 
She explained that the Committee had had great difficulty gettina people 
to agree to run for Parish Council and that only six people were being 
nominated to fill six positions. Ara Shimshidian and Avedis Sakalian 
were nominated from the floor , but both declined. A motion was made and 
seconded that the S or tary cast a ballQ! ~ the six nominees. Chair­
woma n Shimshidian t e n read the nom1nees for Nominatina Committee and 
Auditing Committee. 

Assembly Chairwomc.n Gurahian thanked the ominating Commi t tee for their 
work and asked the dues paying members to cast their ballots and that 
everyone read the annual reports of the various church orqanizations while 
waiting for the voting to be completed. 

~fuen the voting had been completed, Ellen Ishkanian read t he minutes of 
the Eighth nnual Pa rish Assembly which were accepted as r ead. 

Der Karekin then read his annual report, amending it to include a special 
note of gratitude to outgoina Parish CounciD Chairman Ara himshidian f or 
his distinquished serv~e and to Judae Vincent Gurahian and Richard Sar­
kisian. 

Der Hayr ' s report was gratefully received by Chairwoman Gurahian, who 
pas s ed on the comments of ~&iDfissembly delegates that we are fortun-
ate to have Dr Karekin as our pr1est. Grace Bozian led t he Assembly in 
a standing round of applause. 

Ed Essayan , Parish Council Seer ta~y , read the Parish Council minut~s , . 
notinq two corrections : John Wolohojian was the Assistant Treasurer and 
Haa op Cetinkaya an advisor . Mike Pisani sugqested that the minutes be 
amended to include mention of the Women ' s Guild ' s role in helpina with 
the Annual Picnic . The minutes were aratefully accepted a s correct d. 

Judge \ incent Gurahian , deleqate to the Diocesan Assembly, reoorted that 
the Assembly voted to continu un ity ta l ks more aaqressiv ly and had elected 
Der Hayr to the Diocesan Counci l . 

At this point , the Assembly Chair o an ca lled for a motion dispensing with 
the readin of the othe raani zo.±.ian_ .IE>nnrt~ - Th =-*'; nn ..,.,_, 

Ch · g r atefully ac~nowl dgea rece1p~ or Tn r e pu rL~ . ca rr ied a nd the a 1rwoma ~ 

Th Fina ncial R port was g i ven by Pa r ish Coun~i l Tr a~ ure r Garo bashia n . 
He . oint out that 11 ~ tt t h i s y a r ' s income 1s ~ rom 1~t erest a~d th~t • 
th nPa r is h Council f els too much of our inc om 1s com1nq f r om out s 1de r s 
t h; ouq h rua s ct les , bazaar s r etc. The s source~ o f in come are t ~~ unc r­
t ain. - The numb .r of pledg ing m rnb r s mus t b 1ncreased t o p rov1 e ~ of 
sounder financial base for our church. The p r opos d budqe t fo r 198 
$8 5, 00 0 wa s unaimously appr ov d . 
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carried and the Chairwoman gratefully acknowledged receipt of the reports. 

The Financial Report was given by Parish Council Treasurer Garo Bashian. 
He point out that 11 % cr this year ' s income is from interest and that 
the Parish Council feels too much of our income is cominq from Houtsiders• 
through ruo sales , bazaars, etc. These sources of income are too uncer­
tain. The number of pledging members must be increased to provide a 
sounder financial base for our church . The proposed budoet for 1982 of 
$85,000 was unaimously approved. 

Next Garo reported on renovation of the kitchen in the Parish Hall. 
Six thousand dollars has been spent so far and another estimated $6,000 
will be needed to finish the job. Judge Gurahian made a motion to •approve, 
retroactively, the transf r of $6 , 000 from the Huildinq Fund to the 
Ope rating Fund and further approves the transfer of an additional sum, 
up to $6,000 , from the Building Fund to the Operating Fund for use in 
renovation of the kitchen in the Parish House.• The motion was seconded 
andoassed. 

Pauline Babakian reminded members that Souren Feshjian is still pledging 
$5 for every $10 of Building Fund money raised. 

At this ooint the e~ction results were announced. Forty eight dues paying 
members cast their ballots , and De r Ilayr reported at leas t 10 people had 
called him to say they wanted to attend but would be out of town. 
The results: 

Parish Council Re-elected were Paul Bashian , Greq Chamourian , Ben 
Tepik:ian. 

Newly-elected were John Boyadjian, Sam Gabrielain, 
Martha Gurahian. 

Auditing Committee Ann Boghosian , Avedis Sakalian, and Rose Derdiarian* 
tied with Anita Essayan who conceded 

Nominating Committee Gary Bashian , Ara Ishkanian , Aida Pisani , Karen 
Sirabian. 

The Assembly was then opened for new business . Jack ~aGh t ~·a~, Chairman 
of the Planning and Building Fund Committee , realiested up to $3 , 000 from 
the Building Fund to l) survey anq locate existing buildings and t voograohv 
of land and 2) explore service facilities (water, sewage, etc.) He also 
asked that all Church organizations survey their needs for today, five 
years from now, and 10 years from now . Un.bnous approval was given to a 
motion to appropriate up to $3 , 000 as needed from the Building Fund for 
survey and site plan for future needs analysis . 

Outqoing Parish Council Chairman Ara Shimshidian said tha though he was 
leaving the Parish Council , he •will be back . w he made a plea for more 
youth and female involvement in the Church and extended his thanks to 
1eretzqin for her work in the Sunday School . 

Der Hayr extended appreciation to the Assembly Chairwoman, Martha Gurahian, 
and the Assembly Secretary, Ellen Ishkanian. The Assembly adjourned at 
3:45 p.m. 



Respectfully submitted, 

cc~~ ~~ 
Martha Gura ian Ellen Ishkanian, 
Assembly ChairwoMan ecretary 

~· ukr~q-·.!. 2.-r~ 
Rev. r. Kareki K sparian 
Pastor-Yresiden 


