
·. 
PASTOR ' S ANNUAL REPORT- 1982 
Presented on February 7, 1983 

By the grace of God and the participation of our active members in the life of our 
parish we have completed a very good year and r egistered significant progress in the 
growth of St. James Church , Ue t~ank the Lord for H~s presence in our ~idst and 
i~spiration in our deeds. 

WORSHIP AND SACRA!.1E TS : I hav.: c ~:: l t=brat ~;;:d Divin-= Liturgy, conducted ot11er servi c- s 
and given sermons every Sunday, American Christmas Eve, the Eve ~nd the Day of the 
Armenian cGlebration of Th~ophany , Lent~n p~riod and Holy Wt=ek. This year we began 
having ?iorning Service (Aravodyan Zhauerkoo tyu )n) every Sunday a t 10:00 A. ·1. before 
Soorp Badarnk. 

Twu add itions on uur church building are t u be noted: Opaque glass windows s o as t o 
eliminate the transparency of th~;;: existing windows and a beautiful Armeuian Cross anJ 
the nam~ of the church in English on the outsiJ-'! \vall behind th Altar. 

\.fuile the church is no t overflowing uith u .Jrshippers on SunJays, the e ttendance has 
be~n encouraging many Sundays anJ has left us wishing more of our paris i on rs and 
.Zriends woulJ j oin us '3.t worship 1ore r-=i ularly. Throu 3hout the year, especially 
Juring the sucrmer months we hav~ 1elcomed at worship in J ur illidst gr oup of Armenian 
youn~ p~0ple, who have come frau 1any parishe s throughout the J i ocese t .J participat 
in .\rm ni .:m stuJ y sewinars an 1 LJ r J >rams .Jf litur1~ ical music an.J <2eacons 1 trainin~. 

'Ibis year gue t clergynen whu have joine us f or \varshi~l anJ either ce l ebrated BaJarak 
ur ~reached, included· The Rt. Rev. Bishop Ye~hishe Gizirian, Catholic 1 Legate of 
G1.· a t B,~ ~t~· n, ,..the Rt .1feRev...! , Bisl1o., Avak AsaJouria-q)> Pril!late of _Fhe Arme ian Church in 
I 

'"f7'£ • ,...-. . ~ Uo<."'"t"J(">p;.. ~t.;.e-..y ~-- ;.,. ~,.. ~, ~.,.,~..,., 
ra_, ~ t e Rev. Fr. evork ilraKel~an , LastJr of St. Gre3ory s Church ~ rowler, Cali-

fv~~ia, the Rev. Fr. Diran P~pazian , nastor of St. Gregory of arek in Cleveland, Rev. 
r. Vartan Jangulian, Deacon Jose:)h Kal~:cl<erian, Deacon I1ichael Chevian Director of 

Tiec:ruit.1ent of St. Nersess S L1inary. 

F0..:- the first ti;:te this year \·Te 1.::n:-tici'" " teJ in a Thanks t> ivin • Service oonsoreJ by 
t he Inter Con re~ational LaytJ.en ' t Connitt o=~:.. . .)f Harrison, N.Y., helc at Temple Emanu-El 
in Rye . Ed\omrJ Essay an anu I t u-Jk ~art in the worsl1in service. 

This year we have had three baJ tisms in uur church anJ I have ~artici,JnteJ in two o thers 
held a t St. Vartan Cathedral. We hnv~ ha..i une Wl!..:.:in~ cere~uny in our church anJ I hav~ 
~';,:rtici "1ated in on at St. Thvuas , n:1enian Church, Tenafly , N.J., an-.1 another one in a 
Rowan Catholic Church. I have cc,nJuct~J three funeral services a t our church and 
participnt eJ in onl! at Holy Cross i. Uashin:ton Hei1hts, N.Y., anJ ano ther one at St. 
Vartan CntheJr a l. 

;nth s, ccial j oy an<2 £ratituue I .::xpr ess ,,y thankfulness fur havin ""' a ?rof essional 
conJuctor , P.affi Seva jian, as our ch • .Jimns ter, our or •c:nist, £ lice Sakalian, and t\-;t\J 

uf Gur a ltnr s e rvers , .fark an ... Garo Kanikian, all of ,.,hom travel the lun,~est distance 
ev~ry Sun ay t o JClrtici,ate in our services. We have equal apDreciation forth faith­
fulness of our ua~n altar s rve r , Sub-Je~cun J ohn Vakassian, our youn servers Khoren 
a-:1.1 ."tv._Jis Tutak and Willia~n .fatian. St. ~ersess Seminarians also ryericdically have 
serve<2 a t uur altar. i!ay GoJ bless all of the above as well as all members of our 
~:..ho~r an ' their families. 

E')"JCATIONAL AND PASTOhAL : I have: haJ the • l easure of j ivin • eJucational talks t o our 
church o r ~anizations on variuus as·1ects of our s~iritu~l anJ cultural h r~ta~e. This 
y-2ar m~ be~an a series of munthly forums, : r~;;:sentin>' relevant "liJ in tere s tin" topics 
on thl;! first Sun'ay of the mJnth J urin r<::fre shments. They sc12m t o hav .... been well re­
c:~ived by the attcn ants. 
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I h~ve a lso b~en inviteJ to give talks on the basic t a chin Js of th Ar J enian Church 
• at StnN Purchase , Holy .illrtyrs Church, B~ysi 1 e, t o th~ Conferenc~ ~ ttenJants a t St . 

Nersess Seminary , w1ere I pr es ently ~ ff er ~ course in internediat~ Aroenian. 

\le or~anizeJ two r trea ts fJ r our youth, ~n~ f or the ACYOA s~niors , th ~thr one f or 
ACY01 Juniors, uo th W..!re he L..: in larch ::1 t St. N.arsess Seminary . 

For the first tine our chQir S 1 0ns r~~ a regi~nal wo rkshor in our church f or choirs 
0f •~~w York - New Jers~y area . 0 r ch'"' ir:;ws t '-'r ha' a Dr ominent t eachin3 r ole in the 
r r u·=- r '1. We hav~;; continueJ our tra i nin::r r o r a f or the alta r s erve r s , who will be 
ready f or or dina tion in June by > r ?rima t ~. 

, Another first this y a r was t ~ art exhi~ition by Arnenian artists of our area, s ·Jon­
sor J Ly th~ Woo~n ' s GuilJ . I have a lso he l ?ed set una boutiquL f or Armenian books, 
souvenirs , r e cor s anJ art work i . our ~arish lwuse , Leing offereJ by the GuilJ as a 
cultural service t o our ryarishioners. tlnry , zarian is the c orJina t or. 

This year's Lenten rJ~ran was cxce·1 ti~n~lly w~ll r e ceiveJ by all a tten Jants. We 
f eatureJ the liturgical nusic )f ~astern anJ Pr otestant church Jenoninatiuns, in aJJiti n 
t o .::.ur ~wn nusic on Friday ev nin3s , f oll Jwin ' l en t eA ,:Jo t luck .. Hnners. The theme was 
"LentC:on S:--iritua ls and s 1irituality .' 

For t h first tiu~ this year w w~re aL l~ t~ s end th~ laru~st nu ber of children t o 
St. Vartan Can, in New rlilfor J, C.mn . They ·nj oyeJ their ..;xneri~ncc th ., rou~hly an.l a r 
anxiously wa itin3 f or the next s~~~er s ession. 

Our Arm nian School f or childr en and SunJay School are functionin ~ very well under the 
Jir ction of Ai J a isani and Yeretzgin Dawn r e s pectively anJ with the J eJicated par­
ticipation of the teach rs. The s~ iritual anl cultural instruction of our children is 
part of my uty and concern, and I am happy that we have such devo t ed and l oyal peopl e 
involved in this most important t sk and s ervice . 

I continued holdin~ Bibl study s essivns f or aJults and Aroenian lan~ua~e instruction. 
lark Kapi ·an and Karen Sirabian '')nrtici , a t eJ in the l anf! un ;e t eaching. 

We have continued publishin our 1~rish bulle tin, the HOPE, which now 3Jes t o over 
600 ArQenian families in Westchester nJ Southern Connecticut are a . My friend Deacon 
J ose·)h Kalemkerian di J the art W;Jrk of the nl::w masthead . 

One of the most intensely pastor a l Juti s anc r rivileses of a priest is the confidentia l 
sharin r of ~ains , ~roblems and r ief \lith inc iviJ ual meobers or f amilies in the parish, 
where he tries t o be an instruCI.en t vf the Holy Spirit in rins in·3 a out s piritual cor.~­

f ort , healin~ anJ coura~e . I ~~ ~ra teful f or all th~ op,ortunities I have had this 
year in these sharinR experiences . Thes e in~ividuals as others, have been in my prayers 
always. 

To minister t o people with burdens is part of the healinq ministry of t e church. Our 
parishioners are invited t o contact the P stor in er son f or 1riv~t talks or 
consulta tion. 

ORGANIZ TIONAL AND AD~fiNISTP~TIVE: As presiJ ent of the Parish Council nd all church 
or ganiza tions I have attendeJ all their executiv~ committee meetin~s anJ membership 
gatherine s throu0hout the year of fe rinG necessa ry assistance and 5uiJ ance in their 
deliberations . A few or ganiza tions ar~ experiencin8 a l ow eb in their membership . I 
urpe you a ll t o partici?ate in any or ganiza tion of yvur choice anJ beco ~e activ su -
porters of th ir activities . 



3 • 

. As per ccision of the Parish Assembly last year a ?art tima seer tary's sti?enJ was 
• buclgeteJ and we w re fortunate t o have i a Pisani serve our parish as a faithful and 

consci ntious secretary t o the en of the year. AiJa has terminated her post as of 
t oday in order t o go on t o full time jL0. We are in the ? r e cess of finding a new 
secretary from the area. 

I am happy we were ale t o up 1a te our ?Cner a l ailin5 list an~ publish our first 
Directory of all Arnenians in Gre~ter Westchester County, incluJin~ Southern Connecticut. 
We hav~ e·n gratifi J by the co~ents of paris1ioners re ~arJin ~ its contents. We hope 
t o further up ate the listin~s ~ rioJ ically. 

\~e have utilize,] this list of over 600 nan s in launching a reneweJ cam"'lai~n f or our 
annual stewarushi? pleJP,e r r oJram. The a·1 eal f or pleJges went first t o about 140 
families who have shown an active interest in the wellbeing of the church and have par­
ticipated, in various Jeerees, in its varied activities. We are ~rateful to all who 
respond J t o our appeal and roaJe their }leJ!cs f or the continueJ support of the church. 
A second grou of about 280 faoilies have also been contacted as the re ainder of the 
names in the Directory will lso ~e cvntacteJ soon t o also pled e . For our church t c 
r~,ct~ - ~ Wdll financi=lly, a~ ut Jne-thir ~ f its annual ~u -~et oh~ul~ . e oaterializeJ 
~.: . ' .ese [) ledges . 

It is incumbent U?On every Arneni n faoily in the area, reoar cl less -f L~ck round , 
affili~tion or partici?ation , t o oake an annual pledJe f or the maintenance and growth 
of St. James, because we aim t o serve all Armenians without any Jistinction or reserva­
tion, because we consider all part of the fl ock of this geogra) hic area. Furthermor e, 
the church serves no t only the s 1 i ritual needs of the peo,)le, but also the promotion 
and ?er netuation of our cultural valu ·s and ethnic identity. We ar~ still a small 
thouGh stron~ vr oury of peo~le . I1uch wvrk f l ove, concern anJ outreach remains t o be 
clone in order t o make this "'larish an even more dynamic community which it has the po t n­
tial of Lecomin3 . In this challe ~in task I neeJ your help, anu I ho1e more of you 
will j oin the team of active ?articipants dedicated t o the ry r owth and blossomin~ of our 
parish anJ of the maturation of their s~iritual life in~iviJually. 

INTER-CHURCH AND ECill·lli~ICAL: I have celebrated Divine Liturgy and 1reached the word of 
God in the Armenian Church of South Flori a in February anJ at St. Vart3n Cathedral on 
Vartanantz Day. 

l ong with our esteemed Diocesan Delegate, Judge Vincent Gurnhinn , we have representeJ 
our Parish at the Diocesan Assembly in New Britain, Conn., wher bo th of us served as 
chairmen of the Annual Clergy Conference anJ the Diocesan ssembly respectively for the 
secon' consecutive year . 

I had the pleasure of servinJ as chairaan cf the jubilee Celebration Comnittee honorin , 
12 clergymen of ur diocese f or their 30 t o 40 years of service, and was the master of 
ce remonies of that occasion at the conclusion of the Diocesan AssemLly. 

In the month of lay I pr esenteJ a J iscours on the shortaoe of clergy t the Committee 
consistin of repres ,ntativcs of Eastern and Western Dioceses f or cooperation on basic 
issues facin~ the church. 

As a m nter of the Diocesan Council I hav n s erv~d un several o ther cuami ttees, the latest 
b in ~ one that is planninv, a Sr iritual Renewal Conference f or the Armenians in the miJ­
Atlantic re~ion. 
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·r continue t o serve as a m~~ber of the Board of Directors of the St. Nersess Seminary, 
which hos resumeJ its full activities at the Ouzoonian House since the Fall of 1982. 
T serve as the chairman of its AJministrative Comnittee. The shortaqe cf cler y is a 

' very crucial issue in our church which has oeen ~art of my concern for years an1 I am 
~lod t o be part of the team of rec1 l e who are intent on Loin~ something fur it. Our 
Church Gnkahayr, l1r. Suren D. Fesjian is also an active anJ contriLutin J member of 
the Board of Directors of the Seminary. 

APPRECIATION AND REC0:1:1ENDATIONS: I .::sk GJd' s ~lessin :rs U:)On and express my appreciation 
t o the members of my Parish C~ncil that functioned with t he s~irit of ~>rofessionalism 

unJerA.1Jr . Jack irachq_~Ml.~..!~rhtRrtfelJ thanks fJr the JeJicate.: s~rvices of the altar 
servers ~ the choir , the choir master , the SunJay School an.J Amenian Schuo l Staffs , the 
School Committee, the various chu ch or ~anizations: the Women's Guild, the A.C.Y.O.A. 
Seniors anJ Juniors , the ~-1en ' s Clul>, the Avak Grou,..,, the !tanat;-=:ment Connittee, as well 
as all other conmittees of ? r ojects which, in one way or another, have hel eJ th~ ~rowth 

of the Parish. Special thanks t o ~ 1rs . Elmas Davidian our most efficient bookkeeper, ~ Irs. 

AiJa Pisani our cheerful secretar r , :trs. AnahiJ Chookhachian f or her ever reaJy assistance, 
anJ Mrs. Taoar llatinn our "nas" maker. 5 ~~· t..c.L -h-.-~ ""{;;;; -ft-.. ~~""';) .....-K..,._ ~ ~-fL........_ 
p~/)., ~~ : ~~ ~i1--t"~, c:z. ~ '2, <;..> ~..., a.-~ ~ .... k.-<.tPt-P,:.._J--•4~--. • 

Our parish is es""Jecially in Je te,1 t o Garo Baahian, ~,;ho rnana>}ed two ru':!; sales throu»h 
the courtesy of Geor ~e Bashian Jr. ? r ucee2s from these s c les hav~ contriLuteJ sub­
stantially t o our bur 3et. May GoJ bl ess all the Bashinns. 

For the further :.; r owth anJ ~nriclli1ent of the s·)iritual life of our Parish , ~;re neeJ t o 
f ocus our attention on the stuJy of the life and the wessa ,e of our Lor J throu~h plan­
ned ilible study anJ indivi Jual Jevo tional ? ractices. The thrust of our ministry anJ 
the emphasis of th~ uarish shoul~ Le in this J irection . 

l>le neeJ t u or oaJen cur :..ase as a Jarish throu _3h more contriuutin•~ anJ 11articinn tinr; 
members. This year we intenJ t o cuncentrate '"'n increasin~ the nu.ntLer of our truly 
active vo tin ~ ne;n:;ers. \-le need Lo th Jl leJ .~ in ~ menoers an, v :J tin~ :::J.emJers, who ar.: 
\lillin~ t o ~ive qener uusly anJ sacrifice j oyfully uf their time , t a l ent nnJ treasure 
in or Jer t o make our ..,arish even mo r e vi:... r ant LJr thE: s ·1 iritual ~~e 11:..• ci:::. · of its 
memL<:!rs antl the ~lory of GuJ . 'vlith your hel? this will be "Joss i "J l e , I an sure. 
Uay God bless you all . 

Pray~rfully, 


