
EULOGY F R MGRDIT H DEMIRJIAN 

V. 30, 1994- T. JAME HUR H, WE T HE TER, NY 

Who can und r tand the ways of the Lord? ask d the 

Biblical prophet. "For His de igns ar great, and e 

cannot comprehend them." That question cho s with u 

today, a w pay our final re pects to a d parted friend . 

We liv in a world wh re petty men, with mall oul and 

wick d h arts, se m to live on and on; yet a decent man 

like Mgrditch D mirjian-a man with a pious oul, a 

generou heart, and a great d al to liv for-ha b n 

tak n from u , and taken much before hi time. God ' s 

way ar mysteriou ind ed. 
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Yet it would be a disservice to his memory if we did n t 

recall that, during his lifetime, Mgrditch Demirjian 

dedicated his heart and soul to the service of God-in 

spite of God's mysterious nature, in spite of our human 

inability to understand His ways. At the center f 

Mgrditch's life was a deep and abiding faith in the 

goodness of God, and in the hope offered to all mankind 

through the resurrection of Jesus Christ. These are the 

things he would want us to focus upon in this time of grief: 

not the darknes and confusion of his untimely death, but 

the brightness and goodness of his life. 

That life began in the city of Dikranagert-a city with 

a rich heritage of Armenian faith. Like many promising 
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young men growing up in Armenian families in the 

in terior of Turkey, Mgrdi tch was enrolled as a student in 

the Holy ross Seminary in Istanbul. In studying at the 

Tbrivank, Mgrditch was following a family traditio ; 

ind d, I first cam to know the fine qualities of the 

Demirjian fami ly through Mgrditch's older brother, w h o 

was a clas mate of mine when I was tudent at the 

seminary. 

Mgrditch came to America a a young man, seekin g 

opportunity and a better life. He found both, through 

hard work, ho esty and dedication. He married Joan 

Boudoukian-the daughter of Dr. Paul Zar h 

Boudoukian-and th ir union was blessed with a son, 
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Michael. Together with his brothers and sister, Mgrdit h 

was part of a lively and respected family. Above all, in 

addition to the worldly success they achieved in Americ , 

the Demirjians never forgot their roots: they became acti e 

participants in the local Arm nian community, and 

beloved memb rs of the St. James parish. 

Mgrditch wa a successful businessman, and was loved 

and respected by his colleagues and his customers, as well 

as by his relatives and friends. His professional 

achievements were important to Mgrditch, and a great 

source of pride in his life. Yet there was an area of his life 

which seemed to hold even deeper meaning for him: h is 

dedication to God, and his love of the Armenian Church. 
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As a man of faith, Mgrditch was active in many aspects 

of the life of the St. James parish. He was greatly inspir d 

by the pro pect of building a new Armenian sanctuary 

here in Westchester, and dedicated all his talent and 

nthusia m to planning and fund-raising for the new 

church. As the construction project came closer and closer 

to becoming a reality, Mgrditch was looking forward to 

the consecration day for the St. James Church. eedless to 

say, when that day does come in the near future, Mgrditch's 

phy ical presence will be orely missed. I know, however, 

that Mgrditch Demirjian's piritual presence will always 

b a part of the St. James church and community. 
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To his wife, Joan; his son, Michael; his mother, Vergine; 

his brothers, Torkom, Zaven and Vasken; and his sister 

Jean tte, there is little to ay by way of consolation. In 

Mgrditch, you hared your lives with a rare and noble 

soul. Even while he was with us on this earth, his heart 

lived in another place-a better place than our troubl d 

and confusing world. 

Now, Mgrditch has been called home. For those of us 

who admired him, who loved him, who were looking 

forward to his continued presence in our lives and in the 

life of our community, this departure has come much t o 

early. 
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I can only add that his passing is a lo s for our entire 

Church a well . We cannot afford to lose men like 

Mgrditch. But i t is the teaching of the Church that uch 

individuals are never truly lost. Christ has promised s 

that one day, w will be reunited with our loved ones. On 

that day, all things will be known, and we will finally 

understand why all things had to be . Amen. 

E D 

[Opening quotation from fob 37:5] 
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