THE ST. THOMAS ARMENI&N.CHURCH PARISH COUNCIL REPORT - 1972

We arc happy t» report that the year 1972 proved to be an)ther sucecessful one for
St. Thmas Armenian Church. We were able to meet our financial +bligations, maintain
and improve sur Church property, increase »ur membership, and ceontinue to scrve -wur
Parishinners spiritually,

Wie arc proud of thesec aceomplishments beeausc they were made prssible thriugh the
combined efforts of the dedicated members »f our Church Organization, the Parish Couneil,
Father Arnak Kasparian, and »ur Parishioncrs.

Immediately after tho Parish Assembly cleeted the members t5 the Parish Council for
the year 1972, the Parish Council was »rganized. We would like you to know the members
of the Parish Council and the positions they held during the past year.

Namec Elccted Office Liais»n To Chmn, nf Committce
- Vahan Najarian Chairman Memorials

Arthur Otchy ‘Viece-Chairman | Coordinator »f Church

. -~ Activities

Edward Dcvejian Reeording Secrctary

Andrew Sahagian Treasurer

Edward Fchmian Asst. Secrctary A.C.Y.0.A,

Hagnp Jebejian Asst, Treasurer Armenian Schonl Pledges

Aira Martin Choir

Albc?t Kcuscy Viomen's Guild

Zaven Poansikian Men's Club

Pe ’
cler Hason Flowers = Worship & Religisus

Rav K | ; Activitics _
¥ Kreppel , ‘ Building & Grounds

Edward Bashian Yays & Means

Our plans for 1972 were many. We met many of our goals., %Yo did the best we eould
with the help, money and time available., Our achicvements for the past year and our

plans for 1973 arc published for y ur informati n.
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THE PASTOR'S RLPORT

a) Worship Serviecs have been conducted every Sunday from 10:30 a.m, to noon, with
the celebratin of the Divine Liturgy and a sermm. During the year, we had as guest
celebrants: Archbishop Torkom Manoogian, sn the seeasin »f our seventh anniversary f the
c-nsceratin of the church; we 2lsy had Reverend Parce HMetjian of S. Milwaukee, Wisconsin
»n Dee, 17. Fr. Arnak Kasparian cclebrated Badarak 1t the Home in Emerson twice, on
Armenian Christmis day and on Maundy Thursday »f H»oly Weck. He als> had Grape Blessing
services at the Hme. On Sept. 24, at the Dedicatin Ceremonics »f the new Tenafly
High Schu»l, Fr. Kasparian »ffered the invoeation,

b) Sacramental Services. During the year, 23 baptisms werc performed (compa??Cd o
23 last year): 1% marriages were blessed (14 the previous 3 yrs.. In 9 marriages, ¥°th
partners were Armenian): 11 funerals took place (11 last year., ‘e shall cherish the®
memory of %hﬂsrnf Aljian, wh» was a member of ~ur Parish.

¢)_Administrative., As ex-offici> president >f all Church organizatins, Rev. Arnak
Kasparian attended and presided over 21l the mectings, He directed and advised and, in
many cascs, he helped in implementing decisions, He attended the Diseesan Asscmbly in
Trny, New York with ~ur delegates. HMr. Edward Bashian scrves »n the Diocesan Council
as Treasurer.

d) Publieations., With the help »f Yerctzgin Violet, Fr. .irmak publishes the Bergen
Beae~n monthly and puts ~ut the flyers for our varisus affairs. irs. Martha Saraydarian,
Mrs. Mary inn Saraydarian, and Mrs. Jaime Ohanian have been mogt helpful in assisting
with typing, addressing, and varisus other ~ffice work whenever called upsn. Our heart-
felt thanks for their cheerful assistince. Special thanks to Bedrss and Iris Papazian
for setting the type »f the Beacn and oceasimal flyers and giving it its professional
touch, and t: Anthony Ajemian for his invaluable help in printing. Our mailing list is
approximately 890 addresses.

Our Pastor has been reclected as the President »f the Tenafly Clergy Fellowship.:
On many ocecasisns, Der Hayr has led varisus groups on tur of the church telling them
absut the Armenian Church in general and St. Thomais in particular,

The Pastor wishes to bring t) your attentin that an examinatin £ this annual
report revenls the obviosus fact that each »f the branches of wr church organization has
been rather successful,

During the past year, to say the least, all church activitices have been sperating
and run in a mrst harmoni us manner with a minimum ~f frictisn usunlly prescent as a
natural part »f the operatiims »~f a church. This has boen largely duc to the type of
lcadership we have had. 411 the members and officers of the Parish Council have econ-
tributed to mrking this a successful year.

4 very special tribute must be paid to the untiring efforts ~f our Chairman, Vahan
Najarian, wh» has shown tact, diplomacy, and an understanding »f the problems that con-
fronted us during the past twelve months, Withiut his faithful and zuiding leadership,
we would not have had such a successful year.
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REPORT OF ST\NDI'G CO TIITTRES

Membership: Since »ur last Parish .isscembly mecting, 17 new families werc added to our
Membership list which now totals 245 familics. We thank Fr. Arnak Kasparian for his
crneerted efforts to encurage new familics to join our Parish. We cneourage all
Parishioners to recruit new families personally or t» bring to Fr, drmk's attention

these potential new members.

BUILDINGS iND GROUNDS: 1972 saw considerablc activity take place t» maintain and cnhance
~ur Buildings and Grounds.through the efforts »f the Parish Council, Mr. Ray Kreppel and
Mr. Andy Ouzononian., S)yon after sur last annual meceting, lenks were discovered in the
Church Dme and the Audit rium roof. After a ¢ mprchensive inspecti:n by Luders Associ-
ates, our architeets, the Parish Counceil had the Dome recaulked and the tensin rings
of the D'me tightened. The roof will require extensive work which will cist a eonsider-
able sum. He has als) recommgpded a number of things to be done to maintain mur complex.

You may have noticed that more than a dozen dead trees were removed from the Church
Grounds recently. Ve arce unaware of why they died, but they resulted in a safety hazard
t~ brth persons and property and they irere unattractive. This made their rembval mandatory

The Miin Entry Dinrs to the Church was ansther arcea which required attention this year.
The varnish n the Dyors had aged and the woaod bencath was weathering. These doors
were scraped, sanded, stained, and refinished to restore them t» their original beauty.

Any-ne who had oceasisn tH visit the Pars nage during carly 1972 was certain to notice
the delapidated condition of the rear steps which made them all but unusable. Aware of
this hazard, the Parish Cohuncil approived »f having them removed, and replaced with a
eombinatisn raised deck (earport) and new stairs.

Keeping the grounds well groomed in the summer months presented problems again this year.
The Parish Couneil sought new individuals for miintenance in an attempt to improve the
appearance ~f the grounds., We werce unsuccessful. Our major problem is finding a depen-

gablotlandscaper to maintain our large property while keeping the eost within a limited
udget.

The Church auditorium now has the draperies which were in the planning stige at last
year's annual meeting. s was mentiosned previusly, the idea f£or the draperies and 50%

of the enst came from the Knights »f Vartan, The Parish Ciuneil is pleased with the
appearance nf the draperics and the warmth that they add t» the Audito rium, Our thanks

t» the Knights -if Vartan for their thoughtfulness, .ls», the stage draperics werc cleancd,
During the year, we had sprradic water problems because of vinlent storms in the court
yard adjacent ¢t~ -ur Sunday School class room. On sne eeasion the Tenafly fire depart-
ment was cilled to pump out the water and prevent damage to the building. . new sump

pump was d-nated and installed by ir, ira Jilajian to resWe the problem.

As part »f -ur maintenance offort, we have a steady exterminator c:ming t» maintain
~ur property.

Pledges: The Pledge Program continued t make porsitive strides in 1972 under the capable
leadership ~f ifr. Hagop Jebejinn., He has focused his attention upin inercasing the
pledges and upon £5llowing up with gentle reminders to those who were in arrcars, The
Parish Council feols that his program still has an cenormous room £or growth, This f£orm
~f finaneial supp rt is cssential if -ur Church is t5 beesme more finaneially sound, and
less dependent upon speecial activities t) meet its annual expenses. One innbvation was
the quarterly statements sent to inform wur Parishisners £ their standing. ifrs, Martha
Saraydarian kceps the reesrds and sends ut the reports very officiently.
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BOOCKSTORE : During 1972, a Bankstore was cstablished in our Church for the purpirse of
selling books about the irmenian Church, and our irmenian Culture and Heritage. The
broks will be on display in two eabinets in the glass enclosed hallway adjacent to the
Church cntry. Ve encourage y»u to visit the Bonkstore the next time you eome t» Church.
This effort is under the leadership »f ilrs., Jamie Ohanian,

AViK SCCIETY: The ivak Socicty was formed this year for a scgemnt »f »ur Parishoners
which in some respeets had been neglected. The purpose >f this Society is to» bring
tngether our Seninr Citizens snecially so that they can share cachother's company at
meetings and planned »outings.This Sncicety has had a very successful beginning and has
attracted miny members. Its continued success will come from the plans and programs
~f its currcnt members and from its ability to attract new members.

BUILDING AND FINANCE COMMITTER: The announcement »~f the ereatin of this committcee was
made at the last annual meceting. The Parish Coiuncil drafted and cenacted a Charter for
the Building and Finance Committce which became effective on Mhy 1, 1972. The text of
that Charter follows: v

By resnlution unanimously approved, the Parish Council hercby authorized the
establishment of a eommittec to be knwn at the St. Thoymas armenian Church
Building¥Riid Committee.

The sole purprse for the formation of this committee is to raise funds for
the purprse »f assuming the mortgage payments of the Church and Parish House
and, if pnssible, t5 reduce the principal indebtedness. 4 sinking fund may
be established with 2 monetary limit f a sum equal to six moynths of mortgage
payments. The committee will 1lso function as the Memorial Committee with
the proviso that any memorial requiring additional expenditure must first
be approved by the Parish Council.

In ~rder to accomplish its purprse, the committee is authorized to raise
Funds cither by direct snlicitatinn >r by sncial functions,

Except for th: annunl nnniversary dinner function and the Christmas Bazaar,
all nther church ~rganizati-ns and committees alrewdy in existence with cstab-
lished annual affairs at established times will have prisrity to eontinue in
the same manner and the same dates as in the past.,

Except f£or the sums required for current operating expenses, the lHen's
Club is authorized to turn ~ver and the St. Thomas Arm:ninn Church Building
Fund Committce is authorized to receive peridieally all sums raiscd by the
Men's Club thrnugh any »nf its eosial and fund raising activities..

The St. Thomas Armenian Church Buildihg Fund Committcee shall report
annually and at such nther times as determined by the Parish Council, its
finanecial poisitinn, its reccipts, and expenditures.

The qualifications for a eommittee member shall be the same as for
Church Membership.

The Committee shall remain in existence until the mortgage has been
cntirely satisfied or until sooner disbanded by resolutisn »f the Parish Council,
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SEV'N DiNCE GROUP: After providing many years »f enjo/ment to its members and performing
at many ~f »ur Church functins, the Scvan Dance Group became inactive.

THE ST. THOIAS CHORUS: The St. Thmas Chorus is the newest program initiated tH provide
parishonzrs with activitices in which they ean partieipate. The purpise of this organi-
zation is t» teach its members t» sing in a group and t> improve their technique. Under
the dirceti on »f iir. Raffi Scvadjian, this group has rapidly grown tos 30 enthusiastic
members.  'le ook forward to hearing them perform,

PARISH COUNCIL SOCIAL FUNCTIONS: The Parish Council had the responsibility of being in
charge »f twy» major cvents this past year., They were as £11ows:

A. The Seventh .inniversary Dinner on March 5, 1972, This annual dinner marking
the anniversary of our Church is a team offort wherce cvery Church s>rganization
is invorlved. s in the past, the inniversary dinner was 2 so»einl and financial
success. The Chairman f the dinner was Zaven Powsikian, The highlight of the
afternn was the presentatin »f the St. Thomas .irmenian Plague to Mr, Antranig
Ouz~onian for ~utstanding service t- >ur Church. The children »f sur Armenian
Sch ol performed for the guests,

B. The Annual Bazaar was chaired this year by Col. Victor .irz:manian, and Mr, Nazar
Nazarinan and lr. Carl Tashjian accepted the respnsibility for the Cake Sale,
Under the capable leadership »f thesc stalwards, and the untiring efforts of
many »f our Pirishoners, the Bazaar netted over $10,000, for our Church.

CHURCH ORGANIZATIONS: The Parish Council gracimusly acknowledges and thanks the many -
individuals wh» have worked s» diligently in -ur Church Organizatins. From the
organizati ns' reports that are appended t» this publicatim, yu will agrec that we
have the mist intelligent, devoted, and successful lenders and assistants working for
the g»d of -ur Church, St, Thmas Church depends on its varius Church »rganizati-ns
for support, We arce happy to state that each »f our organizatins has made large con-
tributiosns bsth in services and in finances during ~he perisd ~f this report, We arc
grateful t» all the groups. The varisus Church Orginizations and the leaders »f these
nrganizitions are as indieated bel w:

CHOIR: Ch»ir lMaster - Mr., Edward Daghlian
Organist - Miss Susan Shamamian
The Choir repoirt is attached »n page 12

ARMENLHN LiNGUAGE SCHOOL: Superintendent - ifiss Sylva der Stepanian
The ‘rmcnian Schwol report is attaiched as page 17

SUND.Y SCHOOL: Superintendent - Yeretzgin Violet Kasparian
The Sunday Sch»:1l Reporrt is attached »n page 18

WOMEN'S GUILD: Chairman - HMrs, Virginia Parscghian
The Viomen's Guild report is attiched m page 13

MEM'S CLUB: Chairman - Mr, Charles Dadaian
The Men's Club Report is attached as page 14
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£,C.Y.i.A. s Chairman: ilr. Dywglas Tashjian
Adult idvis rs: Mr. Martin Tashjian, ir. Harry Chakmakian,
Hr. Arthur Azarik
The 4.C.Y.0.1, report is attached »n page 15

ST. THOHAS BASKUTBALL T3Al{: Seni»r Advisors: Jack Tatarian, Ara lHartin
Coaches - Harry Chakmnakian, ifartin Tashjian
The St. Thomas Basketbi1ll Team report is attached -n page 12

BUILDING AND FINAICE COIIIITTEZE: The Parish Council organized this new committce
and charged it with the respnsibility of meeting the mortgage payments
of this Parish. The nucleus of this eommittec is our Discese Delegates,
Ifr, Edward Bashian was entrusted with the rganization of this grup,
The budget »f this committee is attached on poge~ 9-11

ST. THOIf.S CHORUS: Chairman - lfr. Raffi Sevadjian
The St. Thomas Chorus report is attached »n page 11 i

AVAK CLUB: Chairman - Ir. Vahram Parsckian
The 4vak Club Report is attached »n page 16

RECOIMENDATIONS FOR THE FUTURE: We have sct forth the following receommendatins which we
feel shnuld be a guide t» the incoming Parish Council,

1. Expand ~ur lembership and Pledge Program.

. Lnnk int» the feasibility »~f hiring a full timc carctaker,

. Lk int» the feasibility »~f professional landscaping.

. Take thc necessary steps to prescrve the beauty and valuce ~f the church.
Appoint a House Committee tH oversce janitorial work,

Erect a "St. Thoymas irmenian Church" sign >utside the Church,

Look intn the feasibility »f hiring a part time scerctary,

N AN\ EWND

RECOGNITION: Rather than express »ur thanks t specific individuals and run the risk of
unintentionally »mitting deserving names, we wiuld like to express osur sincere thanks
£~ all »f those who have given »f themselves in the Serviee »f »ur Church.

The pers-nal saerifices »f our many parishiojners has been the sustaining forece for our
Church. UWe hope that in the c¢ming year more people will eome forward and expericnee
the joy »f working together toward sur common goals,

CONCLUSION: Under the ecapable leaadership »f iir, Vay ilxjarian, your Parish Council achicved
many ~f its goals towards developing the Church 2s the foeal print »f our religiwus and
sucial activities. This is an enormoius task and can be successful only with the active
participation of Parishioners. We 1ok forward t» the future with ¢ nfidence and great
expectation, We have the momentum, and a harmonisus and dedicated group »f Parishioners,
headed by Fr. iArnak Kasparian., Together, and with the help »f God, we will succeed.

Vahan Najarian Edward Dev:jinn Rev, Fr, .rnak Kasparian
Chairman Scerctary President

January 30, 1973

The Auditing Committee has examined the Treasurers' Bonks and found them in gyod order,
Vahe Arkell Leon Nigrhosian Edward Stepanian
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