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'MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL PARISH ASSEMBLY OF ST. THOMAS ARMENIAN CHURCH
| PART II

Sunday, February 6, 1983

The meeting ﬁas called to order by Assembly Chairman Ronald Kenderian

at 12:00 p.m. in the Church.

A motion was made by Peter Ajemian'to change the order of busipesé so we

. would: have nominations for the candidétes of the vafious offices. Harry

'Hajinlian seconded the motion and it was cérried. Martha Saraydarian, Chair-

man of the quiﬂa;ipg Commitfee,:presented-fhe new slate which complied- with
our Dioéesan Byéiaﬁs.'-ﬁith féépect to ;heAsléte fortParish Council;

Mrs., Saraydafién~intf6duced thé candidétes; ‘Other nominations were as#éd.'
for, but no nbminatioﬁs’were héde. A motion to close -the nominétioné was
made by Harry'Chakmakian, seconded by Ara'Martéian and the motion gérriéd.r

The candidates forvthe Nominating Committee were p;esented, with no new

- nominations made from the floor. Ara Martaian made a motion to close nomi-

natioﬁs, seconded by Michei‘Izmifly and passed. The candidates for Auditing

Committee were introduced, with no new nominations being made frbm_the floor.

A motion was made by Dikris Malool to close nominations, seconded by Michel

Izmirly and carried. The two candidates for Parish Assembly Chairman weré

- introduced, and with no other nominations made from the floor, Paul Pinajian

made a motion to close nominations. Harry Hajinlianbsecdnded and the motion

. was carried. The two candidates for Parish Assembly Secretary were presented.
- There were no bther nominations submitted from the floor;‘so'a motion was made

';by Joseph Hovsepian to closé nominations, seconded by Michel Izmirly. The'

motion was carried.

A motion was made by Michel Izmirly to recess for one hour in order to

vote for the Candidates; to have lunch, and to reconvene in the auditorium.
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" Aren Jebejian seconded the motion and it was ‘carried.

Martha Saraydariﬁn explained the new balloting system to the’ Assembly.

"She advised the members that the machinevwbuld not accept improberly marked

ballots. She further indicated that such ballots would then have to be

hand-counted. George Mekenian made a motion that.thé whole Nominating

. Committee screen all balloté for'errofs'and have thelimproperly marked ballots

separafely tallied so no one would be denied'their'vqte.‘ John Zakar seconded

this motion and it was carried.

At 12:30 p.@; the Assembly %ecessed to vote and to have lunch.

At 1:35 p.m. the Assemslf was called to-order by Chaifman Kendefian
in the aﬁditoriﬁm.' |

‘Fathe; A?ﬁak”opened_the meéting ﬁith a prayef.

: Albef; Papagiaﬁ verified fhéjéligibiliFy qf alljthe voteré.,
7 ‘Peter'Ajemiaﬁ made a ﬁotion_to ¢los§1thé elécﬁioné—aﬁ 2:00>p,@.¥
Yeretzkin Vinet‘séconﬁed'the‘mofién:apd:it was carried.

Joseph Kalémkefian stated thét péopef_grocédﬁre calls for this meetiﬁng
to be held in Church, aﬁd §n1y aé a mafter'df conveﬁiénce‘we are holding.it
in the audiforiqm; ‘With dhe_respeét; the saﬁé decorum should be kept, such
as NOiSMOKING. vThis was seconded by George'Mékenian,andv(ﬁappiiy) carriéd.{

Chairmén Kénderién stated that‘éopiéS of the>Assemb1y Report were dis-
tributed at iést wéek'svmeé;ihg, and he galled upon'F;ther Arnak for high-
iightstof the Pastor'srReport.r |

Der Arnak mentioﬁed as a’point of information»that amogg the 50 churches
in our Diocege, we are qdnsidered a @iddle-sized‘pa:ish.- However, we rank

5th in'the Diocese with respect to the payment of Diocesan. taxes,

-



Der'Arnak commendedfPeter Ajemian on his fine leadership ,and harmonious
_Parish 6ounciifand thanked;the outgoing Parish Council members for their
| ‘many years ofgdedicated service: Peter Jamgochian, Alhert PapaZian,vVirginia
Parseghian and frank Stoneson. He also thanked Ara Babigian and Moses
Kazanjian who have finished their terms but.are running again. Some ofr_
the outstanding accomplishments this year were: .the Junior Choir underg
the very capable 1eadersh1p of L1111an Kasparlan, the ACYOA Srs., which is
.not Just St. Thomas Church but a regional organlzation, S0 efficiently re-
'organized under the direction of Douglas Tashian, and the ACYOA Jrs., which
-has continued in its expansion ‘and to'develop good Church members.

Der Arnak stated that we have a great chailenge ahead of.us with thei
large number of immigrants comming from the Middle East. This situation
must be handled the rlght way, in seeking each group s strengths and by
- making this Church truly an Armenlan Church.

Der Arnak then said a prayer for theisouls of our departed members.g )

The minutes from last year's Parish Assembly were:read by the Assembly
Secretary, Eileen Barsamian. A motion to accept the minutes as read was
made by Grace Hagopian and seconded by Alin Papazian. The motion was carried.
A motion was made by Michel Izmirly to waive the reading of the minutes'of‘
the two Special Assembly Meetings held on May‘23,'1982, and September 26;'
1982, This motion was seconded by Yeretzkin Violet and and was carried.

Chairman Kenderian called upon Parish‘Council Chairman.Peter Ajemian
for highlights_of the Parish Council Report. -Mr. Ajemian_stated:that_he
was happy to_report that everyone in this*parishAstarted oulling together

and really got alot of work'done andvhope'to_do more next year. One of the
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%most amportant thlngs that happened thlS &ear was all the work done by
our very productlve and consc1ent10us Bu11ding Commlttee headed by
Nazar Nazarlan. he,Membershlp Committee,wunder‘the.leadershlp of -
Victor Ar200manian, has shown.a very'pdsitive approach to seeking
new members. The Memorials Committee.was”feactivated under the'direc-
tionjof‘EdwarddBaehian and‘hasvalready,been hard at work. We are in-
ivolued With>St. Nersee_Theological Seminary and are very fortunate to
- have Lillian Kasparian ae our liason. Our St. Thomas TruStees,under
, the_chairmanship of Edward:Baahian, met with the Parish Council, and
.future neetingsvwi11<be held aéjrequired. Mr. Ajemian stated thati:
’1St.dThomasrwasdthe firét'ehurctho‘start thebArnenian'Church Endonment
Fund, and we are hoping to get a11 the existlng memorlal funds .into. the
Endowment Fund © As another flrst St Thomas has commltted 1tse1f to
da new Stewardshlp Program which will be for the entire Diocese, under
the chalrmanshlp of Albert V1ctor1a;
"Mr. Ajemian then read the "st, Thomas Family" caiendar of eventS'
for 1983 and the chairpersons for theée events. He thanked everyone for
‘their work and Eupport.
Mr. Bashian commented'that Peter Ajemian and the Pariah Council’have
v done,avbeautiful job‘in coordinating the‘various.prograns'with our parish-
ioners. ‘He further stated that Mr. Ajemian is doing a wonderful job,
and thie shouldbbe reflected in the minutes. | |
John Zakar on hehalf of the Auditing Committee, stated that after
some communication problems w1th the organlzatlons they did get all of .

the books. Although ‘the commlttee found them to be in good order, they d1d



icommentlthat the ACYOA Jrs.f books were not kept properly Dikris
Malool recommended that since the«offlcers of the ACYOA Jrs. are elected
-every year, the Auditing Commlttee should review their books every month
' until they are kept in proper order. It was also p01nted out that thev
. the adv1sor to the ACYOA Jrs. should review theirrrecord keeping
- Mr. Zakar commended Grace Hagooian for'her excellent Job keeping

the records. | | ‘

doseoh'hoysepian made a motion that each year the Parish Assemhly
Officers advise the elected members of thevAuditing Committee, in writing,ig
to schedule'a meeting)Within‘one month:of their‘election;' At this meeting,
the’Committee should_appointia chairman and decide.on the auditing procedures;
‘for the coming year. George;Mekenian seconded and the motion was’ carried.
,ns-qLouise'Kalemkerian‘questioned whether ‘or not therParish,Councillplanned
to implement the.suggestion made by Alin Papazian'during:last‘yearfs Assem-
bly, regarding a two to three year: term of office for the Auditing Commit-
teer ‘Such an increase in their: term of office would enable them to do
their Job.more effic1ent1y and w1th,more‘expertise. Peter Ajemian answered
:kthat this proposal will we submitted»to_the 1983 Diocesean Assemblf;

Chairman Kenderian open the‘floorlto discussion»concerning the 1982
.Financial Statement.i ¥eretzkin Violet:questioned asfto'nhether or not a
donation‘was_made to St. Nerses as per the motionnthat was aoproved duringh
"last-year's_Parish.Assembly meeting. Grace ﬁagooian ansmered that said do-
“nation was made but was ‘not reflected in the Financ1a1 Statement as a dls-"
bursement. Yeretzken Violet felt that the donation should be 1ndicated on’
page 10 as a separate disbursement since‘it is of great importance to all

ST
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vof us.- Grace Hagopian adv1sed the Assembly that this donation will be
shown in that manner next year -George Mekenian made a motion that the
'~ Financial Report forv1982 be properly footnoted to_show the source of the
. donation toaSt. Nerses. Joseph Hovsepian<seeonded_and the motion was
carried. S -
| Grace'HagOpian'made a point of clarification' on page 9, Actual 1981
lcolumn, there[was a correction made last year - the ACYOA Jrs. should read
t $1,039. _Also, the Anniversary Cake Sale should be reduced by $1 000
ﬁMichel Izmirly answered further questionS’regarding the Financ1a1
Statement. When Mr., Bashian stated that more specific figures for the f
v»Bazaar be included in the Assembly Report, Mr. Izmirly suggested that we ;3
--attach the detailed report which was given at the Thank- You Bazaar Dinner.
Joseph Hovsepian made a motion that within‘three months;from this date,
when all the figures are avaiiabie, a more'eomplete‘Finanoial-Statement H
':for 1982 be submitted. George Mekenian seconded and discussion follomed'
-Mre. Mekenian stated that it is difficult to finalize the financial reports
of the various committees and organizations w1th1n ten days after the first
of the year. However, within ‘ninety days from this date, the ‘treasurer and
bookkeeper, and possibly the Auditing Committee, are able to clarify these
items. The motion was ‘carried. | | | |
| Mr. Bashian‘eommented that Michelrlzmirlyvand Alice Arzoomanian have
:been doing the Financial Statement:for many_years, and'they should be{com—

mended for all their work.



'It‘was pointed out that the:proposed lncome>forbl982 showed‘proceeds
fromsa'car raffle which event‘did not take place.. A member of the Men's
. Club indicated that the car raffle will be scheduled for the Memorial Day
Picnic, and they have dec1ded to raffle a 1983 Audl. The members of the
Men's Club felt that there would be a better response if the raffle were
—held dur1ng a maJor event. : 7 L
Joseph Kalemkerlan asked‘for‘the‘present number of Church.members.

Albert Papazian replled that we have 184 family members and '55. slngle‘

i'_‘members. Chairman Kenderian suggested that thlS should be made part of

“V”bﬁ the " Parish Counc11 Report.:

‘ Chalrman Kenderian askedlfor‘comments on the following funds and organl-’
aations:>: 7 | | P
Casper M. Kasparian Memorial'Fund - no oommentsﬁ
‘ GeorgeJShahinlan Memorial Fund -rnovoomments.

ACYOA Srs.“- Douglas Tashian thanked the Parish Counc11 for 1ts com-
‘mitment this year in gettlng the young adults’ 1nv01ved in’ the Church. Wlthel
out this oommltment,.they.would not“have had a successful year. |
o ACYOA Jrs. < -nu;comments.\: | |

Armenian~Language SohoolaReportf- no comments.

Avak Sooiety - no eomments.

Choir - no comments.

Menls Club ;:no‘eomments.

Women's Guild - Yeretakin Violet,stated_that ln'1982, the Women's'Guild
_‘gave $7,000. H0wever, it should’ be footnoted that in 1981 they had given |
$1,500 over their. pledge, and this should be applied towards the1r 1982 pledge

',of $8,500. - It was so noted.



Christian Education Report - Louise Kalemkerian stated that it should
be reflected in the minutes that a film series entitled "Focus on the )
Family" tookrplacerin February and March of 1982. This was inadvertently
omitted from the;report:

Building Committee - Nazar Naaarian, Chairman,’deterred to. Vay'ﬁajarian'
to give a general rev1ev of the priorities of the: new project authorized by
the Spec1a1 Assembly TThe heating system will be operational very soon.
'Also planned are four extra classrooms, enclosure of the outside foyer, ad-
ditional storage room_and possible‘ektension of the kitchen facilities. The -
architect’has pr0posed to add to the plans an ACYOA youth room.i Also being
considered are a pastorls office;'secretary's:office and arlibrary. At the -
Building Committee's request the architect:has submitted two possiblerren?'
ditions, and the best one w111 be chosen. 'The architect'has also submitted
' a new ‘master plan which the Committee hopes to make available .to the parish
very soon. Eight members of our parish havevalready\pledged $110,000,;and
a fund drive, underrthe chairmanship of hichardrTurnamian,-will be initiated'
in the*near future. . | |

Joseph Kalemkerian stated that whlle he understands that the Building
VCommittee has a dlfficult task ahead of it ‘he feels it is ,improper to
mention in the Beacon that the Committee meets on’ Sunday_mornings. Mr, Najarian
assured him that it will no longer appear in the Beacon. | |

Joseph Hovsepian made a motion to accept a11 reports submitted, as amended.
This was seconded by Arthur Azarik and carried

Mr. Rupen Saddler made a motion to accept the proposed budget, seconded

by Mr. Bashian. Yeretzkin Violet made a motion to reduce the commitment from



" the Women's Guild from $10,000 to $8,500. This motion was- seconded by
" .:Alicia Demirjian and carried. Then the motion to accept the proposed
budget with the revision was carried.

RESULTS OF THE BALLOTING'

At only 3 15 p m., Martha Saraydarlan reported that the votes had
heen counted in one-half hour because .of the new computerlzed machlne.
Shevthanked‘all the members of the Nomlnatlng.commlttee; and she varified
the eligibility'of all the votere::eMré. Sarayderianiwas happy to-anhounce
that out:of the'1l6_baliots caat,_there:Were ohiy‘two errors._vThose two ;
ballots‘uere’then hahd-couhted.l ”

PARISH GOUNCIL MEMBERS ..

Ara Babiéian R - Moees Kazahjian N : " Edward Parseghian
Joseph Hovseplan ‘ Gerald Keosaylan . S DouglaslTashjian
Alternate - Lucy Nakashian

NOMINATING COMMITTEE '

Victor Arzoomanlan Lillian.Kasbarian' | : Mary Ann Saraydarian
Edward.Bashlan o Zaven boosihian -
" Alternate --Martha Saraydariah

" AUDITING COMMITTEE

Michel Izmirly ‘ Artemis Nazarian
'Dikris Malool»
Alternate - Ardis Kasparlan

OFFICERS FOR 1983 ASSEMBLY

. Chairman . - Co-Chairman
Antranig Ouzoonian . Arthur Otchy . .
Secretary - . Alternate Secretary
Sona Damergy . "Sandra Alpino



Michel Izmirly orally submitted his'resignation from the Auditing
'~ Committee. He felt that the alternate'rArdis KasParian, should replace
‘him, and that he would be helplng the Committee anyway.

. OLD BUS INESS

None.

NEW BUSINESS

- Ohan Armoudlanvstated that there exists a problem in our Church be-bli
'tween.overseas members and American-born members. The néw Parlsh Counc11
should put every effort in bringing together these two communities s0 that
'we will have a better and stronger St.vThomas Church "Also, the new Parish'
Counc11 should have respons1b1e greeters on Sunday mornings to welcome
propective members by show1ng interest and maklng them feel at ease and
-at home<at St. Thomas Church. |

‘Susan Shamamian made the point that some members left' Church without
‘ voting when they found out that votlng would not begln until after Church
services. She _suggested that next year ‘a notice of the time when ballotlng ,
willubegin should be'sent out to our members. In addltion, a sample ballot‘
should, be sent to our parlshioners so they can become fam111ar with the newr
balloting system. | o .

Chairman Kenderian questloned the need  for the two-week session next
year. for the Parish;Assembly.ﬁ Peter Jamgochian stated that avshort session
the week before‘is still necessary;‘ In'this'way, nominations from the floor’
can appear on the ‘ballot. The members'deciden to.keepbthe two-week Assembly"'v

format for next year.
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A motion to adjourn was made by Virginia Parseghian at 3:25 p.m.
‘The mbtion’was seconded.by Mr.”Rupen_Saddler:and carried.

The Assembiy Waé'édjqﬁrned with-a closing prayer by Def_Arnak;

Eileen Barsamian G =~ - .. fRonald‘Kenderian
'~ Secretary L N Chairman

'Rev. Arnak Kasparia
' President P

-Aﬁprdvéd and Ratified:
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