
PA TOR' REPORT 

In J anuary 1962, I held my first paris assembly here, and today I am participating in my last parish 
assembly. On this occasion, I can't help but reflect on some of the significant as ects of my ministry in 
thi parish. 

I u ed to come to NYC from Detroit every month for Diocesan Council meeting , of which I wa 
chairman. Nazar Nazarian, who wa a parish council member then, picked me up from the airport 
and brought me here to take a look. The framework for the hall was up---and there was nothing else 
on this property but wood ! I accepted the challenge, and today our parish i o e of the most vibrant 
in the Diocese. The Detroit parish c uld not believe I would leave them to come here. And in those 
early days, when we had only 129 members, summer pay days sometimes were p yless. 

29 years ago we had our newly-built hall (now known as Saddler Hall) and celebrated Badarak on the 
stage every Sunday. Every week after Badarak we had Sunday School, and occasionally followed by a 
dinner. On those Sundays we used a lot of incense to cover the odors of the food! There are several 
of those early altar servers/choir me ber who are till serving with me today: Deacon Joseph 
Kal emkerian, Sub-deacon Armen Basrnajian, Edward D aghlian, Arthur Azarik, Tony Ajemian, and a 
couple of years later, Su an Shamamian joined. Ti h Basmajian was standing at the door then, and 29 
year later he is till at the door gre ting wor hipper a they arrive. azar azarian was responsible 
for my coming to this pari h, and I have always enjoyed his friendship . I consider one of my greate t 
accomplishments of those early day a to convince Ed Bashian to become Bui lding Committee 
chairman. 

I reflect that while now we have a staff, I used to depend olely on my Y eretzgi , who has always been 
willing to help me in my ministry. For years she prepared the BE CO , for years she took care of all 
my clerical work, for 12 years he erved as superintendent of the Sunday School at · a time when our 
enrollment was 320 student and we ad no cla rooms she served as Women's Gui ld chairman when 
no one else would take the position, and ba been totally upportive throughout my pastorate. 

And now after 43 years in pa toral mini try, I am retiring. I wish Gods blessing upon you all 
individually, and upon St. Thoma pari h. May thi pari h continue to grow and work to do Gods will 
in Bergen County, and be a witnes t our Armenian Apo tolic Orthodox faith in this area. 

During my years here, I have een numerous change in the pari h. ew faces ave come forward to 
enlarge our St. Thomas family; at th same time we mu t never forget tho e who are no longer with 
u . We were proud to celebrate the 25th anniversary of the con ecration of our church in April. 

A hearty "thank you" to all our church organization , and all the untiring members of the Parish . Each 
organization has ubmitted its own r port, and our Parish Council Chairper on, Joanne Torigian has 
acknowledged their service in her report; therefore I hall concentrate mainly on the sacramental and 
pa toral activities of the past year. 

WORSHIP ERVICES: D ivine Liturgy was celebrated every Sunday but 4. There was no Badarak on 
pril 22 (all area churche were closed on the occasion of the 75th Anniversary of the Genocide), on 

May 6 (Diocesan sembly weekend) July 29 (my vacation), and December 30 my illness). We were 
plea ed to have the Very R ev. Khajag Bar arnian, Vicar-General, celebrate the Badarak and pre ide 
over our ervices on Palm Sunday, pril 8, and were proud to welcome him back as Primate to 
celebrate the Divine Liturgy on July . Frs. Carnig Hallajian Mardiro hevian, and G aren Gdanian 
each celebrated the Badarak and delivered the sermon during the year. Deacon Joseph Kalemkerian 
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conducted Jashou services and preached the sermon in my absence, and also pr~~ched on several 
other occasions as well, always receiving favorable comments; ·~Elise Antreassian,: Director of Religious 
Education of the Diocese, and our own :Gregory· Doudoukjian e}l~JHspol{'e in place of the· sermon one 
Sunday. Badarak was also celebrated at.the Emersoii'Home:fdf!iH~':'Aged on the occasion of/i(. . 
Armenian Christmas (January 6) -and Holy Thursday {April 12):':· We also conducted a service for the 
Blessing of Grapes on the Feast of the Assumption {August 12). St. Thomas continues to be the only 
parish which celebrates the Divine Liturgy at the Home. We celebrated American Christmas Eve, 
December 24, with a service led by our A.C.Y.O.A. Juniors.· · · · 

I participated in several ecumenical services, one at St. Patrick's Cathedral for the Armenian victims in 
Azerbaijan, a HRASHAP AR service at St. Vartan Cathedral when our Primate returned from his 
episcopal consecration, and another at the Coptic Cathedral in Jersey City honoring our Primate. 
With our sister congregations in Tenafly we worshipped at the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 
service on January 21 at Mount Carmel Church, and participated at an Inter-faith Thanksgiving service 
on November 20 at Temple Sinai. · · 

SACRAMENTAL SERVICES: During the year, 37 baptisms were performed, (44 last year); 28 
wed_dings were blessed (16 the previous year); 22 funerals took place (18 in 1989). At this time let us 
remember our departed members: Ophelia Topalian, Vartouhi Halebian, Sara Mateosian, Lillian 
Gedachian, Helen Davidian, Hripsime Gulbenkian, Mary Melikian, Marshall Nigosian, Helen 
Boghosian, Victoria Magarian, Garabed Safarian, Eliza Alyanakyan, Goulaz Goulazian and Artin 
Kevorkian. · · 

ADMINISTRATIVE: As ex-officio President of all church organizations, I attended many of their 
meetings. I directed, advised and in many cases, helped in the implementation of their decisions. I 
attended the Clergy Conference and Diocesan Assembly at the Church of Our Saviour 'in Worcester, 
MA, in May. . 

PUBLlCATIONS: We have published and mailed the BERGEN BEACON every month to about 
1000 addresses, and prepared flyers for our various affairs. Each month the BEACON·is mailed to 
our college students residing on campus. A special thank you to Alyce Parseghian for providing many 
of the photographs, and also to Albert Papazian for the rest. ·' · · · 

We continue to .issue a special periodical just for our ~allege students entitled NOW AND. THEN .. It 
is published several times .a year to enable us to keep in touch 'with them, and the students with each 
other. Theyourig people have been very complimentary about it ·· · · 

This year peaceful cooperation and harmony in the parish council and in the parish have prevailed, · 
due in large measure to Joanne Torigian, our chairperson. The longer I know Joanne, the more I love 
her. Her compassion and understanding for all sides, her good will, her charm, her sense of humor, 
her diplomacy, and her vitality enable her to follow through on every task. What impresses me most · 
about her is that is she is not on an ego trip, and very gracefully shares credits for her · 
accomplishments. 

It has been a real blessing to have the support of a staff. I am happy to state that not only· does St. 
Thomas have a staff, but that they are devoted, competent and work together as a team. I am 
referring to my Pastoral Assistant, Louise Kalemkerian; Office Manager, Toni Barker, and our 
custodians, Yang and Azizah Harlin. They are all projeCt oriented rather than clock watchers. I have 
asked Louise to write her own report for two reasons: one to make mine shorter, and secondly, to 
make explicit some of the endeavors which have been her responsibili~ altogether. Here I especially 
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want to emphasize the very valuable a sistance of Louise Kalemkerian to my past ra te during the past 
3 ~ years. he preyed that pastoral ministry is more than performance of church rituals a nd services, 
a nd she did real pastoral work by being a minister of visitation, a minis ter of edu ation, a minister of 
youth . 

Down the hill from us in Tenafly, we have churches half the size of ours, which d raw membe rs only 
from the local community. And they have ministers for education, for youth work, for vi s itations, 
besides the pastor. We are a n importa nt parish (5th in our Diocese), and if we a re to mee t people 's 
needs, we mu, t not be short- ighted. e must spend money to . erve our people. If you wish your 
new pastor to be succes ful, you must con icier these things. Let's not fool oursel es into thinking tha t 
this is a one man shop and the pastor will do everything. 

I have enjoyed many warm and wonderful year here at St. Thomas with my famil I a m sure that 
my successor will be received as warmJy, and I wish him the same fruitful pastora te . I pray that thi s 
parish keeps prospering and continues trying to advance God' kingdom through orship a nd 
fellowship, and maintains its Armenia character. 

Fr. Arna k Kaspa ri a n 

PA T RAL A SISTANT' REPORT 

I have never written a report describing my function and activities before this. They are by nature 
overed in the Pastor's R eport, but thi s year I wa a ked to write my own report to touch on . orne 

areas not mentioned heretofore. 

I have tried to assist Fr. Arnak in every aspect of his pastorate, while at the same time exercising my 
own ministry. H e and I work together on his ermon every week, conduct Bible tudy every other 
we k, and lead the areg prayer group each month. I have worked with him in t e pre pa ra tio n of 
special se rvices of pray r conducted on various occasion, during the yea r. 

I compose office correspondence, prio ritize the office duties, write or cull the edu cational/ 
inspirationa l ections of the B ACO a nd Sunday Bulletin, and am generally respo nsible for 
administering the office. I author the newsletter for our college stud nt , OW D TH , wh ich 
we publish and send to them periodically. I have prepared the information sheets on the acra ments 
of baptism and marriage which are sen t to families requesting tho e sacraments. I readied a pa mphlet 
of explanation and translation of the services of H oly Week. I have also dra fted pamphl e t o f 
prayers a nd scripture readings to take on ho pita! visitations. 

On area of my respon ibilities has been the ACYOA Jrs . I have worked with the young people a nd 
their adults advi ors, planning educational program , activities and discussion, and conducting an 
overnight Lock- In for them in March. I also worked clo ely with the :::xecutive Committee in 
preparation for their 1990 and 1991 Sports Weekend held in conjunction with t. Leon pa ri sh. 

Another aspect of my re ponsibilities has been programming. I arranged evening Armenia n 
conversation cla ses, a slide presentation and program on the Earthquake aftermat , Fr. Dajad's third 
a nnual day-long spiritual program, a co gratulatory reception for high school and college gradua te , 
a nd a holiday gathering and supper for our college students. I a m working on forming a n 
organiza tion for singles 25-45. 

The most sa ti sfyin g aspect of my work has been the horne and ho pit·ll vi , itations T do. Fr. Arnak and 
I have tri ed to do home visitations toge ther in the evening , generally to new famil ies a nd signed the m 
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up as dues-paying members . .I have :tried to.reach out to hospitalized or grieving members or friends · 
of the church whenever possible .. : .. , , , ;_ .· , · : ; . . . ·. ·. . ·· ·: · · · · · · . ·' · · 

..•. : ... ,·., tl''i'l~·.~;:;· ·· '·· . · • ~ .. ::j-ll:k~H·;.~~J~t~': . · ·· · · · · . ' .•. ·. · -.~\~.~·.H 1 ·:·~-t.i~~:'· '. ...,. ' ' ~t~.f.:::~!-,_~,·=:··~•' . ' 

Three and a half years ago Fr. Ainak arid the Parish Council gave me the opportunity to serve this 
parish in pastoral ministry, a previously untested endeavor. I still am the only woman serving in this 
capacity in any Armenian Church parish.· This is my profession. ·I was prepared, trained and educated 
for pastoral ministry .and I look forward to .the day when I will be. able to utilize my skills and abilities 
to serve the Armenian. Church as other women have served their denominations. I thank Der Hayr 
and the Parish ,Council for their confidence :in me and affording me the opportunities I've had at St. 
Thomas. · · 

Louise Kalemkerian 

PARISH COUNCIL REPORT 

When· I attended my first Parish Council: Meeting after the 1990 elections, and was re-elected to be 
Chairperson, I was truly apprehensive. Why? We were starting in a confused and defiCit position! 
Those of you who were in attendance at the Assembly will recall that the budget was imperfect and 
was then hurriedly rearranged on the spot. In spite· of that the Council was diligent in supporting its · 
principal. We had great support from all the Church organizatib'ns this year, especially the Men's Club 
and the Women's Guild. Each exceeded their commitments voluntarily. Because of the hard work, 
suppor.t and faith of not only these organizations but many individuals in our parish;·we have bee·n 
able to turn the deficit around. 

; '. 

I truly believe that this Council's adoption of an attitude of being a "healer rather than a hater", · 
resulted in this turnabout . .I thank them with all my heart. "I luv..:ya Troops"! · 

STATUS OF VARIOUS PROJECTS 

Anniversary Dinn'er: This year it will be held on Sunday, March 24th (Palm Sunday). It will be· 
co-chaired by Garabed and Mario Yazidjian. We will be honored by the presepce of our Primate; 
Bishop Khajag Barsamian. · · .. · · 

Budget Computerization: The computer: program mentioned last year has been implemented. We 
now have better data management for payrolls, accounts payable and receivable and _budget 
management. We have refined our Chart of Accounts which permits us to automatically break down. 
expenditures allowing US to determine n~t income from OUr vari?US affairs. . . . . . . 

Building Committee: Building Committee notified the Council that as of December' 2nd,· 1990 they . 
unanimously agreed to agreed to dissolve !heir committee which was organized in 1984. · We are · 
indebted to AI Victoria who negotiated the following: ··1) The amount of $10,000 will be withheld from 
the final settlement to Kiseli ( the building contractor) for 90 days pending the completion of · 
re-caulking sky light windows and tracking down leaks in the new roof and to replace one or two 
doors as necessary, 2) Fifty-five thousand dollars will be paid immediately to Kiseli upon completion of 
legal documents and the balance of funds~· after·all payments are completed, will be turned over to the 
Council (approximately $20,000). .; · :· · . · · ' , · · . . . · 

1991 Diocesan Assembly): Hosted this year by St. Thomas, and· to' be held at Loew's Glenpointe 
Hotel in Teaneck, May 7-12, it will be co-chaired by Frank and 'Susan Avakian-Stoneson. Much 
effort has .been expended on this project! All is on schedule,· thanks to Susan and Frank and their 
excellent committees. . · · · · · .. · · · · · 
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Hall Rentals: While the original 199 budget propo ed was 15,000, the sembly arbitrarily raised 
the figure to $26,000 in order to sho a balanced budget. $12,000 had already been book d for 1990, 
for which we thank Virgini a Vi toria. ale in 1990 were over $25,137 which are re orded in the new 
budget sy. tern as $21,393 T, from which expen s had been deducted because our new accounting 
sys t m now reflects actual income rather than sales. ales of $12,000 have already been hooked for 
1991. 

Because the Council recognized the eed to produce greater income for th Chu rch, and Hall rentals 
provided a positive alternativ to fund rai sing, a promotional program was institut d including the 
preparation of a t st brochure, a promotional photo album, some minor advertising and a fresh 
appraisal of our banquet facilitie ; all were accomplished with limited fund . 

The very shabby condition of our chairs was determined to be a major factor for rejection by 
prospective renters. Here, your hairper on approached our major benefactors who very graciou. ly 
and equally hared th donation of 15,000 for the. e 350 new chairs. Of course, these benefactors 
were the Haroutune Mekhjians, Nazar Nazarians and Rupen addler. 

Additional funds were donated by azar azarian and Rupen addl r in order t do other 
refurbishing of the Hall facilities. Th se must include profe sional marble treatm nt of the Atrium 
flooring, window tr atm nt of addler H all and oth r minor accoutr ments, i.e. i. tro table · and 
chair. for the Atrium. II should be d ne in good time. 

The increa ed usage of our H all facil i tie , including our own affairs produced a major problem with 
garbage handling. Thi wa solved b the ouncil's purchasing of tronger garbage containers; and 
through the generous donation and w rk efforts of our ev r supportive Men's Club (led by Jerry 
Keosayian), a garbage shed wa constructed adjacent to the kitchen. 

The ouncil embarked on a program to increase ou r Church's good will through sharing. Occasionally 
an rmenian organization or a parishioner approached us for use of our facilitie. but could not afford 
our standard ren tal fe s. We made pecial arrang ments, a long as rh u · of o r facilities was for 
youth encou ragemen t, cultural, and e: pecially for acramental purpo. e . . The Council feels that this 
poli y is in concert with th efforts of St. Thoma to incr ase good will. The pol icy has proven 
rewarding. 

Library/Cultural Center: The primary committee was composed of Ani Capan, uzanne Daghlian, 
Yer. Violet, hake Mekhjian and Arax Parseghian. The services of Gloria Boyaj ian, Interior/ 
Indu trial De ·igner, and Randy Pre ton, I trician, were given gratis. Bookcase/ abinets and 
lighting fix tures have been in tall d. We wi h to thank th committe for their fine work. The Parish 

ouncil is expected to form a pecial library operating committee. 

Par. onage R epairs: This year a new roof was install ed on the Par. onage. The Parsonage i. to be 
r furbi ·hed for the n w Priest and I have been advi. ed by Dr. Mekhjian, hairm· n of the Board of 
Tru. tees, that the trustee will fund the nee sary expenditure. 

Pri t earch Committee: The committee, chaired by Dr. H aroutune Mekhjian con. i. t. of Paul 
K ahaumjian, Ara M artaian, eorge Mek nian, and Joanne Torigian. On July 26, the parish members 
met with the Prie t arch ommittee to offer their suggestion and recommendations with regards to 

a n w pastor. Since that date, the following has tran pir d: 1) ontact was made with 11 clergy, 2) 
Four indicat d intere t, 3) As of thi . ate, three have be n interviewed and one as eliminated, 4) 
Two of the candidate. , aft r serious conside ration, decid d to withdraw on the objections of their 
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. . . 

Yeretzgins who did not want to make the move, 5) The fourth candidate, who comes highly 
recommended, is scheduled to be interviewed in mid .February, :6) The .. search continues, 7) As 
previously agreed with the canditlate!i;:~lii;names are'• withheld.~~~J!~j~iii,;tr"·, . . . . . 

,r: -~ ... -~; : 
The following represents your 1990 Parish Council: 

. NAME ASSIGNMENT 
Rev. A. Kasparian President 
Joanne Torigian Chairperson· 
Paul Kahaumjian Vice-chairman 
Suzanne Daghlian Secretary · 
John Derderian Treasurer. 
Joseph Kalemkerian 
Ara Martaian 
Thomas Merjanian 
Richard Papazian 
Ara Pekmezian 
Gregory Tenbekjian 
Garabed Yazidjian 

Membership /Pledges 
Grounds/Supplies . 

Building/Maintenance . 

LIAISON 

1991 Diocesan Ar:,sem./ Avaks 

Women's Guild 
Choir /Memorial Funds 

. Sunday School 
Men's Club 

ACYOA Jrs./Srs. 
Armenian School 

The Parish Council met on the second and fourth Tuesday of each month,' with additional meetings 
when necessary. Meeting were well attended with an average monthly attendance of 95%. Sunday 
Church attendance of Parish Council members was good with always two members every Sunday. 
Parish Council meetings were presided over by the President, Fr. Arnak Kasparian and conducted by 
the Chairperson, Joanne Torigian. The council meetings were always open to interested individuals, 
delegates, trustees and parish organizations. · 

This year the Parish Council met once with the Board of Trustees-in June. 

CALENDAROF EVENTS . 

January 3 Badarak at Emerson Home and Women's Guild Visitation 
5 Christmas Eve Readings and Badarak followed by supper 
7 Armenian School Christmas Diimer 

20 Armenian Churches' Sports Association Dance 
21 Luncheon and Program on Earthquake "Lest We Forget, Lest We Assume" by Carol 

Der Boghosian · . 
Week of Prayer for Christian Unity Service . 

24 Bus trip for Vigil and Ecumenical Service at St.· Patrick's Cathedral for victims of strife 
in Azerbaijan , . . · 

26 Church Women United Annual Meeting 
28 ·Parish Assembly - Session I 

February 4 
5 

6 

9 
16-19 

25 

Parish Assembly :.. Session II - and elections 
Armenian Conversation class for beginners {13 consecutive weeks) led by Haroutioun 
Diratzouian . · 
Armenian Conversation cl~ss for intermediates {13 consecutive weeks) led by 
Haroutioun Diratzouian 
Women's Guild Valentine Luncheon at Gatsby's 

· ACYOA Jrs; Sports Weekend . 
Poon Paregentan Luncheon sponsored by Choir 
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March 3 
7 

16 
16-17 

24 
31 

April 4 

8 
12 
14 

22 
27 
28 

ACYOA Jr . .ld Trip 
Program on "Improving F amily Communication" by Jane Bard s, Bergen County 
Parent Work hop Director, ponsored by Church School 
Worn n' Guild F i h & Chip Dinner 
ACYOA Jr . 0 ernight LO K-IN 
Women' G uild Progre i e Dinner 
Fr. Dajad da -long program, "Forgivenes : The Key to H appine " 

Community G enocide/H olocau t program on 75th Anni er ary of Genocide with Dr. 
R ichard H o ane ian folio ed by H okehanki d 
Anni er ary D inner celebrating 2 th consecration anni er ary 
Badarak at mer on H ome and Women' Guild i itation 
Children a ter C mmunion and Breakfa t 
Ea ter e R eading and Badarak followed by fellow hip 
Bu trip to St. Vartan Cathedral for 75th Anni er ary of G enocide 
Church chool Chine e Auction 
Bu trip to tatue of Liberty with Genocide urvivor on 75th Anniver ary 
ACYOA Jr . R egional Spring Dance 

May 1-6 Annual Dioce an embl , Worce ter MA 
3 Kiri.ld an Armenian chool Brunch, Knickerbocker Country Clu 

12 33rd Annual Cotillion at Woodcl iff Lake Hilton 
18 ACYOA Jr . Progre i e Dinner 
28 AN UAL Picnic 

June 2 Church chool trip to Wynnewood, P for regional Penteco t ce lebration 
3 Ere an horal oci ty concert led by Fr. 0 hagan Mina ian 

10 Church chool clo ing exerci e and graduation 
Armenian chool clo ing hante and graduation 

17 R eception for high chool and college graduate 
21 A AKs Mother ' D ay/Father' D ay luncheon 
27 Summer oftball 

July 8 
11,18,25 

25 

Welcome R eception for Fr. Khajag Bar amian, new Primate 
Summer oftball 
Blood Dri e pon ored by Women' Guild 

ugu t 1 15,22,29 ummer oftball 
12 Ble ing of Grape at Emer on H ome and hoir vi itation 

eptember 6 
8 
9 

13 
16 
29 

ctoher 10 
20 

Armenian ance Ia (10 cone uti e week ) 
R egi tration and Opening of Armenian chool 
R egi tration and Opening of hurch chool 

YO J r . car wa h 
Armenian H i tory Ia by Dr. George Bournoutian (14 con. ecu tive week ) 
"Welcome Back" Barbeque pon ored by hurch chool 
Art uction pon ored by omen Guild 

Women' Guild Member hip T a 
t. Thoma / t. Jam Pari h ounci l 'joint da -long eminar 

7 



Nov. 

21 CROP Walk for Hunger 

i0-11 
16 
20 

, • ; • /; . ' : r • 

ANNUAL Bazaar . . . 
ACYOA Jrs. Spaghetti Dinner , · . · .... 
Tenafly Inter~faith Thanksgiving Service 

.,, 

December 5 
7 
9 

15 

Women's Guild.Chiisiinas Luncheon at Le Chateau 
Armenian History lecture by Dr. George Boumoutian 
ACYOA Srs. Wine and Cheese Reception . . 
Men's Club Christmas Party at Pearl River Hilton 

23 
24 
31 

ACYOA Jrs. Visit to Emerson Home followed :by basketball game 
Reception honoring Deacons and Altar servers 
Christmas Eve services led by ACYOA Jrs. : 
New Year's Eve family·party sponsored by Parish Council 

In addition, on-going activities of the parish include: Armenian and Church school activities and 
weekly classes, Men's Club, Women's (Juild, Parish Council meetings, Building Committee and 
Trustees meetings, Choir rehearsals, AVAK meetings, Bible Study, Narek Praye·r Group, the making of 
MAHS, ACYOA meetings, church basketball teams' practices and games, monthly meal for the 
homeless, Armenian History Class and Armenian Language Class. .f.!ft}. . 

·, -. : . ' ; 'J . ; . '·-· .=' • •• ~ .~:- .· . :. • ·• ~ _-; ': ' • • ·. ~ ._ • -·~ttr~ . 
It is commendable that St. Thoma5.has undertaken several outreach activities to extend themselves to 
others in need. o·n a monthly basis a parish organization prepares a meal for a men's shelte·;:In 
Paterson; we raised funds for the victims· of the Iranian earthquake and we have helped parishioners 
who have come to us for financial suppo!! as well as numerous individuals who have come in from the 

· street; and we participated in the CR<?P Walk. , : .. 1. · 
,. 

The Parish Council w~uld like to take this opportunity to ihallic the following for their efforts in 
service, leadership and fund-raising forthe benefit of St. Thomas Church in 1990: 

-ACYOA Jrs. - Maral Kazanjian, chairperson . . .. 
-ACYOA Srs.- Vartan Nazarian & Margaret Vartanian, co-chairpersons 
-Anniversary Dinner - Peter Ajemian 
-Anniversary Cake Sale - Garbis Kirikian .· ::.fb · 
-Arnenian Churches Sports Association- Michael Kenajian, chairperson & Douglas Martaian and 
Linda Tchalikian, coaches 
-Armenian School - Ani Capan, superintendent 
-A V AK Society - Nish Ohanesian . 
-1990 Bazaar Committee -:- Dick Keurajian, chairperson 
-Board of Trustees -Dr. Harout Mekhjian, chairperson & Edward Bashian, co-chairperson 
-Bookstore- Alin & Albert Papazian & ~va Yazidjian 
-Building Committee - Nazar Nazarian, chairperson & Vahan Najarian, co-chairperson 
-Building Technical Committee- Albert Victoria, coordinator, Moses Kazanjian, George Mekenian, 
Antranig Ouzoonian 
-Car Raffle - Zaven Poosikian 
-Choir - Edward Daghlian, director & Eugenie Arnerkanian, chairperson 
-Christian Education & Sunday School - Louise Kalemkerian, director 
-Christmas card - Dikris Malool 
-Church Custodians - Yang and Azizah 
-1990. Cotillion Committee - Grace Hagopian 
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-Deacons' Training- Joseph Kalemkerian 
-1991 Dioce an Assembly - rank and u an vakian- toneson, co-chairpersons 
-Holiday poinsettia and lily sales - Arax P arseghian 
-MAHS - irvart Bedrosian, Violet uzoon.ian 
-Men's Club - Krik,or Khorozian, chairperson & D ick Keurajian, vice-chairperso 
-O ffice Manager - Toni Barker 
-Organist - u an hamamian 
-Outreach to t. Pau l's helter for th homeless - Bertha Vaniskhian 
-Photographers - Alyce Parseghian & Albert Papazian 
-Publicity - Douglas M artaian 
-Rug ales - ~dward Bashian, Michel Izmirly, Laureen Berberian 
-Women's Guild -A rienn Tenbe ·i n, hairp~r on Alyce Parseghian, vice-chairper. on . 
- l) 1 cc-:><-""- 1)c..l'!j~ >- .c. t cr r-z:.o,>-noo.. ,... ,c.. n , (; crs.:. Me.l< e.n •a....., Sf..,_t<[,, s .::..h•·'llf.:n 

;!',,_nne. ~ -' .:..-"' {_? <.. C.ht-' ,.....,... .... ,.., ) I 

The Parish ouncl wi he to acknowledge all of our parishioners not li ted above who have 
volunteered thei r services working on all the variou committees and functions throughout the year. 
You are the core of the St. Thomas family. Our deepest appreciation and thank. to all of you. 

Pa ri. h Counci l Member : 

Paul Kahaumjian, Vice Chairman and liaison to 1991 Diocesan Assembly. Paul is an exceedingly lev 
headed gen tleman that one can alway. count on. H e works hard and diligently f r St. Thomas and 
smi les and maintains a gracious atti tude no ma tter wha t the as ignment. Thank ou, Paul! 

uzanne Daghlian, Secretary par excellence. The be t minutes eve r have been taken by Suz, whom we 
consider to be among the special you g Ame rica n/ Armeni an professionals. She is vibrant, intelligent, 
in control, pre tty to look at, etc., e tc. Thank you, uz! Th e "Troop. luv ya". 

John Derderian, Treasurer. J ohn is a q iet man and alway in control. H e i dedi ated to his Church 
and totally professi na l in his work. Thank you, John, for the many hours you devoted as treasurer 
and especially all your input in preparing the budget. 

Joseph Kalemkerian, Liaison to the Women 's Guild. In addition to his Parish Council respon ibilitie , 
J oe i. our prize D eacon and trains those who wish to become Altar Servers. He i a most dependable 
ge ntl eman and regularly serves on the Altar. H e has also d livered some inspirational and heart­
warming sermons whenever er Arnak reque ted it of him. 

Ara Martaian, Memorial Funds and liaison to the Choir. Ara is a gracious gentlem n who has the 
courage to speak his mind , but always in a succinct manner. I have always appreciat d and respected 
hi honesty. Besides being liaison to the Choir he s es to it that report are ubmitted on all 
Memorial Fun Is. Thank you, Ara! 

Thomas Merjanian, Liaison to the Sund y School. Thomas, truly our zealot, is strong in hi. faith and 
often misunder. tood becau e of it; still he i. always smi ling and willing to help wh never asked. He i. 
meticulous and methodical in all he d es. Thank you, Tom! 

Richard Papazian, Pledges, Membership and liaison to the Men's Club. Rich adds the jovial dimension 
to our meeting . W e can a lways count on him to lighten things up. He is always illing to help on 
any t. Thomas project. H e's there whenever need d . Always generou . This ye r the Council will 
lo e I ich and nd he will be dearly mi. sed. Thank you, R ich! 
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Ara Pekmezian, Grounds and Supplies. Give Ara ati assignment and. there.will be no detail overlooked. 
He is methodical, and most depe.ndable .. He is .excellent. Thank you, Ara! .. 

. . ttis~:0,:.,;.;.;;;-:f:r~( ·: . · '·, . :_. :::,~~J{~M.~if.:Jf · 
Gregory Tenb.ekjian, Liaison to ACYOA Jrs.· .. and Srs .. Greg, a young energetic fellow is genuinely 
concerned with the youth of this Parish. I could not have. a beher liaison for these young people. 
Greg truly cares~ Thank you, Greg! 

. . . 
Garabed Yazidjian, Building Maintenance. and liaison to the Annenian Scliool. · Garabed is a soft-spoken, 
very kindly gentleman who takes his liaison responsibility very seriously .. His polite and. gentle ways . 
have been an asset in working with our custodians, Yang and Azizah, as well as the Armenian School.. 
Thank you, Garabed! · · 

Rev. Arnak Kaspari~n, Pastor and President of theParish. Council. :. o·ur Der Hayr. will be retiring in 
June, 1991. This year culminates 29 years that he has served this Parish. During these years he and 
Yeretzgin Violet have seen and helped .the growth of St. Thomas from a single hall, to this present 
complex with which we are blessed. We will miss their presence, but certainly, their influence and 
spirit will remain for many years to come. We hope to make their next few mont~s, .their happiest. 

Louise Kalemkeria'n, Pastoral Assistant. For the past three and a half years, Louise has served as Der 
Arnak's Pastoral Assistant. Now that Der Hayr is retiring in June, Louise will have completed her 
tenure and this position will be eliminated. Those who know Louise appreciate the effort she 
expended in fulfilling her responsibilities. During her tenure, she has helped Der Arnak tremendously 
and made the twilight of his pastorship less demanding. Godspeed Louise, we thank you! 

Toni Barker, Office Manager. The scope of responsibility in·the office was expanded this year to 
include the data entry for all accounting for our new computerized accounting program. Toni was able 
to accommodate the new technology exceedingly well. The council expanded her work hours for this 
purpose. She h~s also absorbed the responsibilities associated with the hall rentals. She has been an 
asset, to the functioning of the Church office and is warmly accepted by the parishioners. 

Yang and Azizah, Custodian/Housekeeper. We were fortunate in attaining the services of this 'team, 
after George Paseler's resignation with a single day's notice. Having known this couple for the past 15 
years, I felt comfortable in giving them a trial period after which the Council engaged them full time 
to care for our facilities. They are a hard working and accomodating couple who try most diligently to 
keep the complex in good oroer. In this case, we were able to get a team to care for the internal and 
external appearance of our complex. 

' . . ' . . 

I conclude by voicing my sincere appreciation to the entire Parish Council for their cooperatio~ and 
devotion in serving the total Parish Membership. Thank you! · · · 

,. 

May each member of the St. Thomas Church family continue to grow in Christ; love your fellow 
parishioners; pray and work for peace, in our Parish, Country and the World. · · 

For the Parish Council: 
Rev. Arnak Kasparian 

President 
Joanne Torigian 

Chairman 
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-Deacons' Training - Joseph Kalemkerian 
-1991 Diocesan As embly- Frank an Su an Avakian-Stoneson, co-chai rpersons 
-Holiday poinsettia and lily sales - Ar P ars ghian 
-MAHS - irvart Bedrosian, Viol t zoonian 
-Men's Club - Krik,ar Khorozian, chai rperson & Dick Keuraji a n, vice-chairperson 
- ffice Manager - Toni Ba rker 
- rganist - u an hamamian 
-Outreach to t. Paul' he lter forth homeless- Bertha Vaniskhian 
-Pho tographers - Alyce Pa rseghian & Albert Papazian 
-Publi city - Douglas Ma rtaian 
-Rug Sa les - dwa rd Ba hian, M ichel lzmirly, Laureen Be rbe rian 
-Women's Guild - A rienn Tenbekiia n, hairp . r on & Alyce Parseghian, vice-c ai rper. on _ 
_ D 1 c< .... >-"""'- 1)c..l~~ > , c.tc r ftr-z:.on nOL.,.,, ~n, r:; c·-s.:. Me..l<e.n • a...n, S he-K' c S e...h, ,...,, ~ n 

1 :i'"o. n"e.. --r.;~. ,,:..."'(_?c. C..hc...~tAI")) 
The Pa ri sh ouncl wishes to acknowledge all of our parishioners not I i ted abov who have 
voluntee red their se rvice working on all the variou committees a nd functions throughout the year. 
You a re the core of the t. Thomas f mily. Our deepest appreciation ·wd thanks to a ll of you. 

Parish Cou ncil Membe r : 

Paul Kahaumjian, Vice Chairman and liaison to 1991 Diocesan Assembly. Pau l is · n exceedingly level 
headed ge ntleman that one can alway. count on. H e works hard and dilige ntly f r St. Thomas and 
smiles and mainta ins a gracious attitude no matter wha t the a signment. Thank you, Paul! 

Suzanne Daghlian, Secretary par excellence. The be t minutes ever have been taken by uz, whom we 
consider to be among the special young America n/ Armenian professionals. She i vibra nt, intelligent, 
in control, pretty to look at, etc., etc. Thank you, uz! The "Troop. luv ya". 

John Derderian, Treasurer. J ohn is a quiet man and a lway in control. He i dedi a ted to hi Church 
and totally professiona l in his work. han.k you, J ohn, for the many hours you devoted as treasurer 
a nd esp cia lly all your input in prepa ring the budget. 

Joseph Kalemkerian, Liaison to the Women 's Guild. I n addition to hi s Pa ri sh Counci l responsibili ti e , 
Joe is our prize D eacon and trai ns tho e who wish to beco me Altar Servers. H e i a mo t dependable 
ge ntl eman and regularly serve on the Altar. H e has a! o delivered some inspirational a nd heart­
wa rming se rmon wheneve r er Arna reque ted it of him. 

Ara Martaian, Memorial Funds and liaison to the Choir. Ara is a g racio us gent lem·m who has the 
courage to sp ak hi s mind, but alway in a succinct manner. I have a lways app reciated and respec ted 
hi . hones ty. B sides being li a i. on to the Choir he sees to it th a t repo rts are su bmitted o n all 
Memo ri a l Funds. Thank you, ra ! 

Thomas Merjanian, Liaison to the Sunday School. Thomas, truly our zea lot, i. s tro g in his faith and 
often misunderstood becau e of it; sti ll he i always smiling a nd willing to help wh never asked . H e is 
meticulous a nd methodical in all he do s. Thank you, Tom! 

Richard Papazian, Pledges, Membership nd liaison to the Men 's Club. Rich add. the jovial dimension 
to our meeting . We can a lway count on him to light n things up. H e is always illing to help on 
any t. Thomas project. H e's there wh never need d. Always ge nerous. This year the Council will 
lo. e R ich a nd a nd he will be d a rly missed. Tha nk you, Ri ch! 
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Ara Pekmezian, Grounds and Supplies. Give Ara an assignment and. there will be no detail overlooked. 
He is methodical, and most depe_ndable .. He is ,excellent. Thank you, Ara! . 

' t~{2,; ~·· <};.;1,~~~-· > ' ,, ' ' ' : ;:,(t~~it.1i~~:~;~ . . ' . . 
Gregory Tenbekjian, Liaison to ACYOA Irs .. : and Srs . . Greg, a young energetic fellow is genuinely 
concerned with the youth of this Parish .. I could not have a better liaison for these young people. 
Greg truly cares~ Thank you, Greg! · . , · · 

Garabed Yazidjian, Building Maintenance. and liaison to the Annenian School. · Garabed is a soft-spoken, 
very kindly gentleman who takes his liaison responsibility very seriously .. His polite and gentle ways 
have been an asset in working with our custodians, Yang and Azizah, as well as the Armenian School.. 
Thank you, Garabed! 

Rev. Arnak Kasparian, Pastor and President of the Parish. Cou,ncil. :. Our Der Hayr. will be retiring in 
June, 1991. This year culminates 29 years that he has served this Parish. During these years he and 
Yeretzgin Violet have seen and helped the growth of St. Thomas from a single hall, to this present 
complex with which we are blessed. We will miss their presence, but certainly, their influence and 
spirit will remain for many years to come. We hope to make their next few mont~s, their happiest. 

Louise Kalemkerian, Pastoral Assistant. For the past three and a half years, Louise has served as Der . 
Arnak's Pastoral Assistant. Now that Der Hayr is retiring in June, Louise will have completed her 
tenure and this position will be eliminated. Those who know Louise appreciate the effort she 
expended in fulfilling her responsibilities. During her tenure, SDe has helped Der Arnak tremendously 
and made the twilight of his pastorship less demanding. Godspeed Louise, we thank you! 

Toni Barker, Office Manager. The scope of responsibility in the office was expanded this year to 
include the data entry for all accounting for our new computerized accounting program. Toni was able 
to accommodate the new technology exceedingly well. The council expanded her work hours for this 
purpose. She has also absorbed the responsibilities associated with the hall rentals. She has been an 
asset, to the functioning of the Church office and is warmly accepted by the parishioners. 

Yang and Azizah, Custodian/Housekeeper. We were fortunate in attaining the services of this team, 
after George Paseler's resignation with a single day's notice. Having known this couple for the past 15 
years, I felt comfortable in giving them a trial period after which the Council engaged them full time 
to care for our facilities. They are a hard working and accomodating couple who try most diligently to 
keep the complex in good oraer. In this case, we were able to get a team to care for the internal and 
external appearance of our complex. 

I conclude by voicing my sincere appreciation to the entire Parish Council for their cooperation and 
devotion in serving the total Parish Membership. Thank you!··· 

May each member of the St. Thomas Church family continue to grow in Christ; love your fellow 
parishioners; pray and work for peace, in our Parish, Country·and the World. 

For the Parish Council: 
Rev. Arnak Kasparian 

President 
Joanne Torigian 

Chairman 
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Secretary 



St . Thomas Armen ian Church , Tenafly, New Jersey 
Proposed Budget for 1991 

Income f or the Years 1990 & 1989 

Pledges and Offerings 
Dues 
Pledge Receipts 
Plate & Candles 
Christmas Offering 
Easter Offering 
Prayers 

Sacraments 
Baptism 
Weddings 
Funerals 
Requiems 

Auxiliary Organizations 
Women ' s Guild 
Avak Society 
Men's Club 

Church Affairs 
Bazaar 
Memorial Day Picnic 
Anniversary Dinner 
Cake Sale 
Other Affairs 
Diocesan Assembly 

Donations 
Lieu of Flowers 
Altar Flowers 
Memorial Donors 
Holiday Flowers 
Christmas Greetings 
Other Donations 

other Income 
ACEF Interest 
Bookstore 
One World Festival 
Hall Income 
Investment Interest 
Library Fund 
Miscellaneous 

Pr oposed 
1991 

55 , 000 

11 , 000 
3 , 300 
3 , 500 

200 

4 , 600 
5 , 800 
2 , 000 
3 , 600 

12 , 000 
2 , 000 

17 , 000 

38 , 000 
6 , 000 
1 , 000 
5 , 000 
2 , 000 
6 , 000 

10 , 000 
1 , 500 
3 , 000 
1,000 
1 , 500 
8 , 000 

3 , 000 
2 , 000 

23 , 000 
2 , 000 

Int. on Trustees Reserves 
Armenia n History Lectures 
Transfer Fund From Trustees 

1 , 000 
8 , 500 
2 , 300 

Total Income 
1991 Reserves 

Grand Total 

244 , 800 
15 , 000 

259 , 800 

Actu al 
1990 

54 , 069 
60 

10 , 697 
3 , 100 
3,435 

150 

4 , 595 
5 , 810 
1,550 
3 , 515 

18 , 000 
2 , 000 

17 , 000 

40 , 105 
5,782 

162 
5 , 000 

567 

15 , 490 
1 , 285 
3 , 000 

690 
1 , 275 
7 , 890 

2 , 992 
2 , 297 

21 , 393 
366 

950 
13 , 542 

2 , 300 

249 , 067 
14 , 112 

263 , 179 
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Budget 
li90 

56 , 078 
9 , 789 
3 , 230 
2 , 450 

300 

3,970 
5,400 
2 , 075 
2 , 515 

12,000 
2 , 000 

15 , 500 

35 , 343 
6 , 856 
5 , 531 

4 , 244 

7,700 
1,565 
5,500 
1 , 255 
1,481 
7 , 390 

2 , 019 
1,435 

26 , 347 
1,956 
1 , 560 
2 , 815 

15 , 262 

243,566 

243 , 566 

Actual 
1989 

56 , 078 
9 , 789 
3 , 230 
2 , 450 

300 

3 , 970 
5 , 400 
2 , 075 
2 , 515 

12 , 000 
2 , 000 

15 , 500 

35 , 343 
6 , 856 
5 , 531 

4 , 244 

5 , 768 
1,565 
5,500 
1 , 255 
1,481 
7 , 390 

2,019 
1 , 435 

12 , 450 
1 , 956 
1 , 560 
2 , 815 

40 , 000 

252,475 

252,475 

Budget 
1989 

60 , 000 
11 , 000 

3,100 
3,400 

500 

3,200 
6 , 600 
1,700 
4,900 

12 , 000 
1 , 500 

16 , 500 

33 , 000 
5,000 
8,200 

9 , 700 

12 , 000 
2,200 
3,700 

900 
1, 300 
1,800 

2,000 
400 

1 , 700 
20 , 000 

2,000 

4,500 

232,800 

232,800 



St. Thomas Armenian Church, Tenafly , New Jersey 
Propos ed Budget for 1991 

Disbursements for the Years 1 99 0 & 1 989 

Proposed 
1 99 1 

Salaries, Fe es & Benefits 
Clergy Sa lary 
Parsona ge Expenses 
Hackensack Water/ Parsonage 
NJ Bell/ 11 

Gas & Electric; 11 

Clergy Auto Expenses 
Clergy Insurance 
Health Insurance/custodian 
Custodial Salary 
Office Staff 
Pastoral Assistant 
Dir. of Chr. Ed. 
Choirmaster 
Organist 
FICA Expenses 
IRA 
Employee Benefits 
Visiting Clergy 
Priest Search Com. 

Operating Exp e nse s 
NJ Bell/ Church 
Office Supplies 
Pa perware & Suppoies 
Candles & Flowers 
Bookstore 
Supp/ Post/Printing 
Print Beacon 
Print Other 
Print Office Stationary 
Postage/Office 
Postage/Beacon 
Postage/General Mailings 
Postage/Special Mailings 
Activities 
S/ C Copy Machine 

Assessments 
Diocesan Dues 

Educational 
Sunday School 
Armenian School 
St. Nersess Se minary 
World Wide Charity 
Good Samaritan 

Church Building Expenses 
Mortgage Payment 
Gas & Electric/ Church 
Hackensack Water/ Church 
Building Insurance 
Repairs & Maintenance 
Re pairs/Church & Of f ices 
Repairs/Electr., Plumber 
Maintenance/ Bldg 
Snow Removal 
Garden Supplies/ Equipment 
Building Supplies 
Kitchen Supplies 
S/ C Air Cond. / Heating 
S/ C Pest Control 
Memorial 
Diocesan Assembly 
Contingency 
Miscellaneous 

Total Expenses 
Payment to reduce mortga ge 
199 1 Reserves 
Grand Total 

32,125 

170 
35 0 

2,000 
3,600 
3, 5 00 

21,000 
12,240 
10,750 

3,500 
1,320 
1,212 
7,500 
2,000 

2,000 
1,979 

2,200 
800 

2,000 

6,500 
500 

2,400 
300 
900 
900 
650 

4,500 
1,000 

26,140 

500 

1,000 
1,000 

24,144 
24,500 

65 0 
13,000 

5 00 
5 00 

1,000 
1,100 
1,000 

8 5 0 
3,000 
2,500 

52 0 
2, 5 00 
5,000 
5,000 
2,500 

244,800 

1 5 ,000 
259,800 

Actual 
1990 

32,125 

138 
322 

1,840 
3,300 
2, 9 40 
2,212 

20,990 
12,240 
21,500 

3,500 
1,320 
1,212 
9,987 
2,000 

350 
45 3 

2,112 
77 6 

2,035 
1,705 

6,479 
405 

2,38 6 
242 
759 
756 
536 

4,540 
1,280 

26,140 

456 

110 
1,142 

24,144 
22,18 6 

567 
11,7 6 3 

504 
93 

995 
1,100 
3,412 

850 
3,077 
2,189 

5 20 

2,592 

2,241 

244,521 
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Bu dget 
1990 

32 , 125 
2 , 600 

3 , 300 
3 , 000 

2 2 , 500 
8 , 900 

21 , 5 0 0 
3 , 500 
1 , 320 
1 , 230 
8 , 000 

5 , 000 
1 , 000 

1 , 859 

2 , 438 
1 , 863 

569 
1 4 , 954 

1, 373 

26 ,1 00 

990 

1, 000 
1 , 000 

23 ,180 
20 ,1 64 

41 7 
9 , 389 

1 0 , 992 

360 

4 , 087 

5 , 000 
5 , 856 

2 4 3 , 566 

243 , 566 

Ac tual 
198 9 

28 , 29 0 
2 , 44 7 

3 , 3 00 
2 , 3 02 

20 , 66 3 
78 , 5 00 
21, 5 00 

3 , 5 00 
1 , 3 20 
1 , 2 1 2 
7 ,1 6 4 

4 , 530 

1 , 859 

2438 
1 , 86 3 

5 69 
1 4 , 9 54 

1 , 3 7 3 

26 ,100 

99 0 

1 , 000 

23 ,180 
20 ,1 6 4 

4 17 
9 , 389 

10 , 99 2 

36 0 

4 , 08 7 

5 , 856 
229 , 669 

40 , 000 

269 , 669 

Budget 
1989 

28 ,2 90 
3 , 000 

3, 3 0 0 
3 , 500 

21, 000 
7, 500 

1 6 ,50 0 
3 , 50 0 
1,200 
1,2 00 
5 , 0 0 0 

2,000 
800 

2 ,1 00 

500 
30 0 

14,000 

4 ,20 0 

24,00 0 

1, 000 
1,000 
1,0 00 
1,0 00 

25 , 5 00 
21,00 0 

500 
11,00 0 
1 0 ,0 00 

2 , 300 

400 

6 , 000 
232 , 800 

232 , 800 



FI Ai~CIAL UMMARY FOR 1990 

Bank Balances. J anuarv 1. 1990 
hecking Accoun t 

Inve tment, Money Market 
ert. of Dep. earmarked for Library 

Total 

1990 Receipts 
1990 Disbursement 

Ca h urplu for 1990 
Library Fund Tran fered to 

Pari h Trea ury 

Total 

Total, D ecember 31, 1990 

Bank Balance . D ecember 31. 1990 
Checking Account 
Inve tment, Money Market 

Total, D ecember 31, 1990 

49,163.00 
6,315.00 

22,369.00 

263 179.00 
244, 21.00 

64,046.00 
6,670.00 

18,65 .00 

< 25,798.00 > 

77,847.00 

<7,131.00> 

70,716.00 

70,716.00 

Note # 1 - Bazaar checking account balance a of 12/31/90 257.00 not inclu ed in the above 
ummary. 

ote # 2 - A.C.E.F. Fund balance a of 12/31/90 i 111,651.00. ee attached chedule to the annual 
report. 

B ARD OF TRU TEE FINANCLAL UMMARY 

Balance January 1, 1990 
I ntere t Income to 9/20/90 

Total Fund Available 
Tran fer to St. Thoma Trea ury 

Balance Inve ted to 12/20/90 
Intere t to 12/20/90 

Fund Available 
ran. fer to t. Thoma Trea. ury 

Balance In ted to J /23/91 

13 

104 990.67 
6,613.12 

111,603.79 
11,603.79 

100,000.00 
1,937.87 

101,937.87 
1,937. 7 

100,000.00 



BUILDING. COMMITIEE REPORT • 1990 

Chairman: 
Members: 

Nazar Nazarian Co-chairman: Vahan Najarian 
Vahan Najarian, Edward Bashian, Michel Izmirly, Dr. Harout Mekhjian, Rupen Saddler, 
Albert Victoria, Peter Ajemian; Antranig Ouzoonian, Moses Kazanjian, George 
Meke~an, Richard Turnamian, Ronald Kenderian, Mary Aim Saraydarian 

There were two meetings held during the past year during which fonal plans were established to bring 
the church expansion project to a proper conclusion. · 

On April 4 the committee met with Joanne Torigian, Parish Council Chairlady. The thrust of the . 
meeting was to see who would negotiate with Kiseli, the builder, to settle on a final figure in order to 
close the project. The question was whether the Building Committee or the Parish Council should 
have the responsibility. Mter consideraole discussion, it was agreed that the Technical Committee 
(Moses, George, Andy and Al) or whichever members were willing to participate, would meet with 
Kiseli to present a clear package of the necessary steps to conclude the project. 

On December 2, Albert reported that he had met with Kiseli's son and that from claims equaling . 
$137,478.09, Al had successfully negotiated a settlement of $65,000, subject to mutual. verification of 
figures involved. The agreed upon amount less $10,000 will be paid to Kiseli upon the proper 
completion of legal papers. The remaining $10,000 will be paid within 90 days on· the condjJ_j_gn that 
Kiseli recaulk the skylight windows and track down leaks on the new roof as well as repair. two doors. 

Michel reported that there is currently a CD for $80,000 due on December 20 as well as $6,000 in the 
bank. The committee then unanimously agreed to conclude negotiations and approve payment of a 
settlement not to exceed $72,000. ·(The final amount agreed upon was $65,000.) 

Chairman Nazarian requested that three letters be sent to the Parish Council. 1) Notifying. them ·of 
the Building Committee's decision to settle with $10,000 withheld from the final payment for 90 days 
pending recaulking and leak repair. 2) Notifying them that they or a designated representative had the 
responsibility of notifying Kiseli Within 90 days whenever leaks occur. 3) Notifying them tha"tzas of 
December 2, the Building committee had unanimously agreed to dissolve. All records and monies will 
be turned over to the Parish Council - with a letter of confirmation of their receipt given to the 
Building Committee. 

Donors name 
Araxie Pichigian 
Michael Fuhrmann 
Shakae Kapakjian 

Total 

MEMORIAL DONORS, DECEMBER 31, 1990 

Earmarked for 
Front Main Door 
Memorial 
Memorial 
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·.'' .. 

Amount 
$500.00 

2,000.00 
500.00 

3,000,00 



BUILDI G COMMITIEE CASH REPORT 
NOVEMB ER 1982 TO DECEMBER 31, 1990 

Checks Received 
Pledges 
Mortgage from First Fidelity Bank 
Loan from Trustees 
Interest from Investment 
Pa ri sh Treasury Payment for Interest 
Pa ri sh Treasury Payment for Mortgage 
Affairs 
Jokes 
Profit shari ng 
Cake Sales 
Exchanges 

Total D eposits 

Disbursement 
Expansion contract 
Kitchen Equipment 
Water Retention 
Tiles for Atrium and Carpeting 
Telephone System and Paging 
Interest Expense 
Prof. Luders, Avakian, Zeigler, Hurban, Lyon 
Permits 
Security System 
Wood Stain, Painting & Acoustics, Lighting 
Awning, Landscaping & Paving 
Stationery, Printing & Postage 
Affairs 
H eating System 
Railing and Store R oom 
Ladies Room 
Repairs 
Exchanges 

Total Disbursement 

Cash Balance after Di sbursem nt 

Investment 

Bank Balance 

15 

1,015,405.66 
150,000.00 
135,000.00 
44,990.89 
30,000.00 
40,000.00 
17,355.22 

49.41 
100.00 

6,842.00 
1,912.01 

946,727.16 
37,428.15 
16,196.20 
49,219.92 

9,138.52 
70,584.96 
79,771.40 

2,508.98 
2,760.00 

19,227.02 
44,673.77 

779.07 
16,486.91 
33,017.21 
11,682.00 
7,789.13 
1,380.40 
4,273.01 

$1,441,655.19 

1,353,643.81 

88,011.38 

85,000.00 

3,011.38 



A.C.E.F. FUND, ,DECEMBER 31, 1990 . 

Vahan Barsamian Memorial Furi~:;,fi:J;Y:i~i!~·: i .· . 
Edward S. Bashian Family Fund 
Zakar & Vart6ohe Goshgarian Memorial 
Kassabian/Kayazanjian, Anoush Memorial 
Rev. Arnak & Violet Kasparian Fund 
Dr. Haroutune & Shake Mekhjian Fund 
Arthur & Dorothy Otchy Fund · 
George Shahinian Memorian Fund 
Martin (Sonny) Tashjian Memorial Fund 
St. Thomas Armenian church A.C.E.F. 
Ardashes & Siranough Tekirian Memorial Fund 
Caspar Kasparian Memorial Fund 

Total 

. !r' l -< ' .•• '1 

·:'$5,700;00 
2,000.00 
1,075.00 
1,035.00 
5,000.00 . 
5,000.00 
1,200.00 

20,586.00 
·. 6,585.00 

2,875.00 
2,595.00 

58,000.00 

$111,651.00 

The above mentioned names and amounts received from Victor Arzoomanian, Executive Director of 
A.C.E.F. Fund. 

CASPAR M. KASPARIAN MEMORIAL FUND· 

The St. Thomas Armenian Church, Caspar M. Kasparian Memorial Fund was established in.1979 by 
the St. Thomas Parish Council from in-lieu of flower donations in memory of its devoted Vice­
Chairman who served the ·Armenian Church for many years. Other donations are occasionally made 
to the fund and gratefully received. The Charter, approved by the Annual Parish Assembly in 1980, 
stated that the purpose of this fund is "To provide full or partial scholarships to primarily further the 
religious education of the youth of St. Thomas and in exceptional cases full-time seminary students of 
the Diocese of the Armenian Church or the youth of the Holy Cross Parish (N.Y.C.) and St. Mary 
Parish of Washington, D.C." The money· from the Kasparian Fund has been invested in the Armenian 

. Church Endowment Fund, and it is the interest from that sum which is used amiually to assist the 
young people. of our parish. · 

During the summer of 1990, _three St. Thomas youngsters were awarded scholarship ·assistance by the'· 
Board of Directors to attend the St. Nersess Summer Study Program. During the past eleven years the 
Fund has awarded 153 scholarships to_young people from the St. Thomas Parish: 

Through activities such as the Summer Study Program and Retreats, the Fund seeks to expand the 
religious ecucation _experience of St. Thomas youngsters and encourage them to grow in the .Armenian 
Christian faith. The members of the Board of Directors are: Fr. Arnak Kasparian, President Ex­
Officio; Lillian Chapian, Deacon Joseph Kalemkerian, and George Mekenian.-

16 

.. 



CAP M. KA P ARlAN MEMORIAL F 10 
1990 FI ANCIAL REPORT 

A. Activities - 1990 
In terest 
Seminarian Scholar hip 
St. erse Scholar hips (3) 
Chri tma Eve Service Book (printing) 
Mi cellaneous Expen e 

Totals 

B. As et 
1. December 31, 1989 

a) Armenian Church Endowment Fund 

Income 
1,155 .00 

1,155.00 

Expenses 

500.00 
425.00 

1,415.00 
105.55 

2,445.55 

b) Checking Account (F ir t Fidelity Bank) 
58,000.00 

2,928.39 

2. December 31, 1990 
a) Armenian Church Endowment Fund 
b) Checking A ccount (F ir t Fidelity Bank) 

3. Change in As et - 1990 
Principal Fund 
Operating Funds 

58,000.00 
1,637.84 

0 
(-) 1,290.55 

MENS CLUB 

60,928.39 

59,637.84 

(-)1,290.55 

Chairman: Krikor Khorozian Trea urer: J ack Ekizian 

(-) 1,290.55 

Vice Chairman: R ichard Keurajian 
R ecording Secretary: P aul Pinajain 

Carre ponding Secretary: Arman Ajamian 
P ublicity: Matthew Ke hi hian 

Activities, P rogram , Spe ial Event and Accompli hment : 
Our Men' Club alway provide the Church with a chairperson or two for the t. Thoma· Annual 
P icnic Memorial D ay, and the annual Car R affle Booklet. They ell the raffles for the church annual 
Bazaar each year. D onation are m ade for the otillion Booklet and Men ' Cl b Bowler League, 

pon or hip of all Church youth program and port activitie , gue t peaker , trip to sporting events 
and annual fruit (orange and grapefruit) ale in D ecember. The men provide a brunch and breakfast 
at certain time , make lunch for the homele , ha e an annual Chri tma party, Marlboro., Super Bowl 
pa rty, and monthly meeting dinner . The Men donate their time to clean and repair when needed. 
Thank you to all our men. 

17 



.. ·MEN'S CLUB TREASURER'S REPORT 
,. 

' I o 

Balance on hand, 1/1/90 

Membership Dues 
Postage 

· Dinner meetings 
Men's Club raffle 
Fruit sales 
Christmas party 
Women's Guild Cotillion Ad 
Armenian Churches Sports Association 
Armenian Churches Sports Ad 
Get well gifts & lieu of flowers 
Shish kabob motor 
New shish kabob machine 
Turned over to Pariah Council 
Donations 

Balance on hand, 12/31/90 

Car raffle 
Sale of tickets · 
Purchase of car 
Turned over to Parish Council 
License for raffle 
Printing of tickets 
Balance in the bank 

) . 

Income 
. $440.00 

1,310.00 
.1,922.00 
5,519.00 
2,040.00 

800.00 

12,506.00 

$37,500~00 

37,500.00 

Expenses 

$83.00. 
1,244.55 

120.00 
3,840.00 
1,875.85 

125.00 ' 
1,140.00 

100.00 
52.00 

. 91.77 
'2,600.00' 
4,500.00 

475.00 

15,772.17 

$22,770.00 
.14,000.00 

265.00 
130.00 
335.00 . 

37,500.00 

$5,846.56 

WOMEN'S GUILD 

Executive Board (elected) · · 
Chairman: Adrienne Tenbekjian 
Vice Chairman/Programs: Alyce Parseghian 
Treasurer: Margaret Varbedian 
Recording Secretary: Alin Papazian 

Standing Committee (appointed)· 
Membership: Sona Doudoukjian 
Devotionals: Marion Babigian 
Hospitality: Helen Aprahamian 
Publicity: Grace Hagopian 
Historian: Pauline Pekmezian 

Corres. Secretary: Beverly Hajinlian 
Ways and Means: Shake Mekhjian 

. Mailings: Betty Zoraian . 
. . Advisors: Celia Martaian & : Roxy Daghlian . . 

Sunday Coffee: Margaret-Minassian & Adele Jibilian 
Social Services: Queenie Tashjian · . 
CWU: Bertha Vaniskhian . 
Emerson Home: Violet Ouzoonian · 
Bazaar Liaison: Yeretzgin Violet 



Sunshine/Visitation: Dik:ri Malool 
Mahs: Syl Bedrosian 
Pa rliamentarian: Yeretzgin Violet 

St. Paul' helter: Bertha Vafliskhian 
Telephone hain: Marion Kahaumjian 
Cot illion: Grace Hagopi an 

ruits and Nut : Yere tzgin Violet 

aminating ommittee: Ali ia Demirj ian, Jeanette Ekizian, Grace H ago pi an a nd B rtha Van iskhian 

Women's Guild Delegates: Adrienne Tenbekji an (chairman), Yeretzgin Violet, Ro e Mekenian and 
Su an Avakian-Stoneso n 

Pa ri sh council Liaiso n: Jo eph Kalemkerian 

January 4 
6 

19 

26 
28 
31 

Februa ry 9 

25 
March 2 

4 
9 

16 
21 
24 

~ xecutive Board Me ting 
Christmas ervice and fellowship at Emer on Home - Violet Ouzo ni an chaired 
General meeting and program by Genevieve Karakas hi a n of Domi nique, Ltd . - scarf 
demonstration and ale 
CWU - t. Thoma ho t parish - Bertha Vafliskhian insta lled as chairman. 
Cotillion Tea at the ho e of ~ lien Kenderian 
Celebration of the Janu ry birthday at the merson ld Age Hom - Violet Ouzoonian 
chaired 

t. Valentin 's "Loverly Luncheon" at G atsby's Restaurant co-chaire by Celia Martaian, 
Alyce Parseghian and Mary Varteres ian 
Prepared dinner for t. Paul's Homeless Shelter 
CWU - World D ay of Prayer -Trinity Lutheran Church 
Pictures taken of the xecutive Board for the Anniversa ry Dinne r Bookle t 
General m eting and program - Vartan Ajamia n - recent gradu a t from St. e rsess 
Seminary 
Fish & hips Dinner - chaired by Dikri Malool and ona Doudou j ian 
Women aints D ay at C thedra1 - coordinated by Viole t Ouzoo ni a n 
Progre ive Dinner - cha ir d by Bertha Vaniskhi an 

April 12 Holy Thursday Badarak at Emerson Old Age Home - refreshment donated by membe rs 
of the Worn n' Guild - Viol t uzoonian chaired 

20 Genera l meeting and program by our own Syl Bedroc ian - "Magi c arpe t Show" 
(Nomine s presented fo r the executive board election) 

25 elebration of the April birthd y' · t the Emer on Old Age Home - chai red by Viole t 
Ouzoonian 

May 4 CWU - May ellow hip and Luncheon - Tenafly Presbyte rian Chur h 
4-5 1990 Women' Guild 4th Annu · I s mbly - rmeni an Church of ur Savior, 

Worce ter, M . Our G ild rece ived a n honorable mention as a ru nne r up for Guild of 
the Year 

12 t. Thomas otillion a t the Woodcli ff Lake Iilton - Grace H agopi a n - chairman 
15 Dinner meeting with the Men's lub - elections and harmonica pre en ta tion 
24 Preparation of bou rma, paklava and kada if fo r picnic 
28 Memori a l D ay P icnic 

June 4 xecutive Board Meeting 
15 General mee ting and barbecue with the M n's Club. Installat ion of new officers 

19 



- xecutive Board (elect d) 
hairman: Adrienne T nbekjian 

Vice hairman/Program : Alyce Par eghian 
Treasurer: Margaret Varbedian 
Recording ecretary: H my Ajemian 

tandin g Committee (appointed) 
Membership: ona Doudoukjian 
Devotio nal : Marion Babigian 
Hospitality: monthly volunt er 
Publicity: Dikri Malool 
Hi. torian: Pauline Pekm zian 

un hine/Vi. itation: Dikri Malool 
Mahs: Viol et Ouzoonian 
Parli amentarian: Yeretzgin Violet 
Fruits and Nuts: Yeretzgin Violet 
Art Auction: Celia Martaian 
Photographe r: Alyce Pars ghian 

Corre . Secretary: Beve rly Hajin li an 
Way and Means: Grace Hagopian 
Mailing : Marion Kahaumjian 
Advisors: li a Martaian Mary Varteresian 

Sunday Coffee: Margar t Mina .. ian 
ocial ervice : Que nie Ta hjian 

Church Women United: Grace Haledjian 
Emerso n Home: Vi olet Ouzoonian 
Bazaar Liai. on: Yeretzgin Viol t 

t. Paul' helter: B rtha Vaniskh ian 
T lephone Chain: Joan Bogosian 
Cotillion: Beverly Hajinlian 
Fish & Chip : Mary u Pinajian & Glady enarJtan 
Dance Group: Arax Parseghian Madelyn 

Karanfilian 

ami nati ng Co mmittee: Eugenia Amerkanian, Arax Pars ghian and Virgini a Vic toria 

Pari h Council Liai . on: Joseph Kalemkerian 

A tiviti es for the year included: 
July 25 Blood Drive at St. Thoma - Que nie Ta hjian - chairman 

ugu 

Sept. 

21 Executive Board Meeting 

6 Armenian Dance Group classes begin and continue fo r the next nin weeks - Arax 
Par eghian and Madelyn Karanfilian co-chaired this very popular activity 

21 Dinner at Harbour Hou e in ort Lee with General me ting fo ll owing- Mary 
Vartere ian and Alyce Parseghian ar ranged the dinner 

23 Hokehanki d fo r Vickie Ganan and departed Guild members. Fellow hip ho ted by the 
Women' Guild in their memory 

29 Art Auction - Celia Martaian, chairman 

Octobe r 10 Membersh ip Tea in the Mekhjian Atrium - ona Doudoukj ian chai red. lnstallation of 
new memb rs -Veronica Asadourian, Margaret Hartouni an and Mad lyn Karanfi li an. 

15 

}~~ 
27 

).'; 

Nov. 5-9 
10-11 

Program: Readings and Recollect ion by Justine. inging: Armenian Oldies But Goodies 
xecut ive Board Meeting 

Li; C(l ~~~n~ f~ ,hJo~ 8~ t ~I ,~n;i nf.d,ale _ t~ ;.,~,_.., 
va uncheon - Q eme a hJtan n thelma SaraJian co-chaired 

Armenian chool Halloween celebration - u...-t.::..~El~t-s donated - AEifl 
T 17 rj1 . car.. f. t iRa siirA Ht...r-1 ~" (3-..b.~·c;'""' vk(.• r, t 

:,l ~/ <; ol .:.tlow~,.., C«l.-.b,~ o 1 - c..t.Jc._r t;_.,-J_ .:/o,p.._f-s -Ac.Lv-,-<!•Jn~ 
T <: h b <.-/L.)' t _....., M (" ':7 .-. ~ ~ f M 1 ., o. S S ' V1 

Pre-bazaar cooking 
t. Thoma Church Bazaar- Dick Keurajian, chairman 

Fruit and ut go on . ale- Yeretzgin Violet 
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16 General meeting and program. Gue t peaker- D r. Larry 1ajarian (one of our own) 

Dec. 5 Chri tma Luncheon at Le bateau - Mary arteres ian, chairma 
11 Executi Board M ting 

In Addition: 
-I ould like everyone to kno tha t it ha been ten (10) year ince iolet Ouz onian began the 
vi itation to the Emer on O ld Age Home. She done a wonderful job. 
-The placque for the Youth R oom tating it wa donated by the Women' guild on it thirtieth 
anru er ary ha been put up. 
-Mah i now being made on a regular ba i . o more Ia t minute de perate telephone call . Thank 
you, Violet O uzooruan. 
-During the umrner when the children from Armerua were being baptized Marion Kahaumjian 
activated the telephone chain to inform our church member of the event. Thank ou. 
-H emy Ajemian foun d it neces ary t re ign from the board and we now have a opening in the 
po ition of recording ecretary. If any one i intere ted plea e let u know. 
-We have purcha ed and ent to Armeruan hat , glo e , carve and ock a hri tma gift for the 
children. 
-We are al o pon oring a little boy from Armerua who will be having open heart urgery in January. 
We needed 2,000.00 toward hi air fare and we received enough that we may even be able to bring 
o er another child. We are a great group! 
-We continued to pon or a child at the t. T arkmanchantz Secondary chool. 
-We purcha ed a microwave for the church kitchen. 

A pecial Thank You!!! 
I ha e been cbairlad for about one and one-half year . I feel that our Guild ha pulled together. 
Our meeting are well attended. 0 r function are getting tremendou upport. Our dance group wa 
forced to turn people awa . ur fund rai er are making money and we are ha ing fun at the arne 
time. The luncheon we prepared fo r the Avak had o much help that the ervice they received wa a 
good a an four tar re taurant (if not better). 

At thi time I would like to thank the Pari h Council, e pecially Joanne Torigian, for all of their 
upport and encouragement. Joann ha reall been a friend to both my elf and our Guild. H ow 

luck.')' we are to have uch a dedicat d Pari h ouncil Chairwoman. 

In my Ia t report I tated that e are all working toward making our Guild the BE T in the Dioce e. 
We are almo t at our goal. We rec ived an honorable mention Ma be thi i ur year! 

4 1 
f1 ~ t 

. ; ~"- 1 9 ~ () /lJC',.,~ , !> 4....._ f d.. FH_r~ nr>c...- s~""' / · 

If you ha en't attended a meeting in a while, plan on joirung u at our ebruary meeting. I'm ure ou 
will be happy that ou did. 

Again, thank you to all of you who have helped to make my life a little ea ier b not aying no when 
a_ ked to help out. To tho e of you that I ha en't a ked - why not volunteer! 

Adrienne Tenbekjian 

21 



WOMEN'S GUILD ·TREASURERS REPORT 

Balance on hand, January 1, 1990 
Cotillion 
Art Auction 
Fruit & nuts 
Derenik Galstian Fund 
Christmas Luncheon 
Armenian Dance Group 
Dues . 
Fish and Chips Dinner 
Valentine Luncheon 
Scarf sales 
Progressive dinner 
Harbor House dinner meeting 
Interest income on checking account 
Emerson Home · 
Women Saints Day 
Donations 
Membership Tea 
Avak Luncheon '· 
Hats and golves for children in Armenia 

··.· Income 

$39,607.00 
. 7,773.00 

6,492.15 
3,108.00* 

"2,737.50 
2,175.00 

. .. 1,420.00-
1,273.50 

; 1,188.00 
790.00 
700.00 
666.00 
373.29 

90.75 
63.00 
45.00 
30.00 
30.00 .· 
25.00 

St. Thomas (pledge $12,000- Donation $6,000) 
Postage . 
Women's Guild Assembly delegates expenses 
In lieu of flowers 
Refreshments 
Microwave oven : 
Women's Guild Central Council dues . 
Flower for members 
Women's Guild Hokehankisd 

· St. Tarkmanchatz - Annual student fee 
Sunshine 
Milk for Sunday coffee 
St. Paul's men's shelter - Paterson 
Church Women United- 1990 dues 
Armenian School Halloween party 
Sunday School Halloween party 
Film 
MisceiJaneous 

Total. . 68,587.19 . 

Net/Income and Disbursements . 
*Reserved for Derenik Galstian Fund 

Balance on hand, December 31, 1990 

-22 

Disbursements 

$28,987.35 
5,455.77 
4,114.04 
2,000.00 
2,949.18 

930.00 

835.50 
1,184.42 

553.00 

681.00 

42.29 
63.00 

. 115.00 
440.60 
280.00 

18,000.00 
456.41 
440.00 
300.00 
253.28 
149.97 
132.00 
108.00 
100.59 
100.00 
82.57. 
76.38 
75.50 . 
·75.00 
53.80 
36.36 
38.00 
50.00 

69,159.01 

$3,789.02 

; .. ( . 

.. _;·,. 
''""i!l~t 

..-.. :~:;:-~ 

(-)571.82 
(-)1,108.00. 

.. 2,109.20 



HOIR 

Chairman: ugenie Amerkanian Advisors: ileen Barsamian, Rose Mekeni a n 
usan Shamanian Vice hairman: Glady Fenarjian 

Treasurer: RoseAnn rzoomanian 
Record ing Secretary: J eanne Turnamjan 

Phone quad: Annen Basmajian 
Parish Council Liaison: Ara Martaian 

orresponding Secretary: Gladys Fenarjian 
Choirmast r: dward Daghlian 
Organist: usan hamamian 

St. Thomas Church Choir currently has 40 member (this includes deacon and altar servers). During 
the course of the year, w were delighted to have v riou choir member of other parishes join us-a 
real treat. Our choirm ster, Eddie Daghlian and our organist, Susan hamanian, continue to faithfully 
perform their duties ev ry unday as well as for funerals. We are very grateful fo r their time and 
devotion. 

erving on the altar during th year w re: Deacon Joseph Kalemkerian, Sub-Deaco n Armen 
Basmajian, and Altar rvers, Levon Altiparmakian, Stephen Mekenian and ndrew Martaian. 
Gregory Doudoukjian also erved on the Altar on his free undays from t. Ners s Seminary. We 
thank J oseph for his tim in training a d a . i ring our fine young servers. 

On Holy Thur day and Theophany, several choir members visited the Armenian Home in Emer on 
and joined D e r Hayr in celebrating th D ivine iturgy, aL o donating to the lunch on. The residents 
are always thrilled to have us there, and thi s brings joy to us all. 

alendar of 
February 

March 
April 

May 

eptember 

November 

vents 
The choir ho ted a complimentary luncheon for the entire parish. his wa enjoyed by 
all. t the same time, we asked for donations to rebuild Armenia through the Buy a 
Brick Fund. Thi succe sful collection wa sent to the Association of Armenian hurch 
Choirs of America. 
Our month to prepare a meal for the home! ss. 
We participated and sang for the Hokehankisd service on the 75th Anniversary of the 
Genocide, which was he! at St. Thomas. Our traditional aster plate collection was 
again a succe s, thank to the many pari hioners who most generously contributed . 
v,t:H:-[.R;lk!TI,.J.&l;uu-J;:..a~~-f::»~~t G&ll 1:-i-e- ' gal cess t lla n-~. to the many 

rou ly contribut d. 8~-.K~ c;e>-f 
hurch chool, joined our choir for 4 consecutive weeks as pa rt 

of their curriculum. lt w s a plea ure having Audra Arzoomanian, Leyna Bautis ta, 
Kri ta J arahian, arah Kalemkerian, Ardi Kehiayan, li e Kenderian,Violet Merjanian, 
Micha I Pinajian, Alexis Topjian, Mihran Torosian, Darr n Vaniskh ian and Harry 
Y azidjian. We hope that th y will join us whenever they can. 
The 44th Annu al hoir onvention was ho. ted by our neighbors, Holy Martyrs in 
Bayside, New York. In ttendance were hoirmaster ~ cldie Daghli a n, Organist usan 
Shamarruan, D eacon Joseph Kalemkerian, our delegate , R ose Mek nian and Mary 

ano ian, and everal oir member . Our choir again participated in the St. Thoma 
Bazaar by having an Ice Cr am/Yogurt Booth which was not only enjoyable but 
successful. veryone enjoyed the deliciou yogurt (which wa. donat d) and ice cream 
with a sorted toppings. e look forward to having thi booth again. 
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It was a rewarding year. Several meetings were held as well as rehearsals. The goal of our choir is to 
increase our membership, with the future in mind. Many ofu~were reluctant to come into the choir 
the first time, but after the initi~htim¢H~~:pecame easy. Ther~l~er}ilaij'~~parishioners that can sing and 
can follow the Badarak. We always· welcome new members·to our ·choir .. The 2nd Sunday of each 
month is Open Choir Day-:-won't you join us? 

The upcoming events are: January - a campaign to increase our membership, February -new members 
will join us followed by a reception during the fellowship hour (date to be announced), March -
preparing a meal for the homeless in Paterson and Easter plate collection, May - annual bake sale. 

CHOIR TREASURER'S REPORT 

Balance on hand, January 1, 1990 

February brunch 
Plant for Parseghians 
Build a Brick Fund (AACCA) . 
Easter Collection 
Donations 

· Payment to AACCA 
Bake sale 
44th annual choir booklet 
St. Thomas Bazaar Cake Sale 
Bazaar Ice Cream Booth 
December Expenses 
Holiday plant for Diane Nakashian 

Balance on hand, December 31,1990 .· 

Income 

$243.00 
505.00 
250.00 

280.00 

'1278.00 

Expenses 
$388.67 

28.00 
243.00 

250.00 

100.00 
25.00 
54.80 
29.48 
31.75 

1,150.70 

AUDITING COMMITTEE REPORT 

. $720.33 

,•: I 

847.63 

· .. 
We have examined the Statement of Revenue and Expenses·for the year ended December 31,1990. 
Our examination was made in accordance ·with the requirements of the Armenian Diocese of North 
America and accordingly included such tests of the accounting records and auditing procedures as we 
considered necessary in these circrimsta~ces. 

In our opinion this Statement of Revenue and Expenses fairly' presents the results of the operation o 
St~ Thomas ·Armenian Church and its auxiliary organizations. · · 

Artemis Nazarian· 
Charles Amerkanian 

. Ardis Kasparian Waldron 
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ACYOA JUNIORS 

Offi ers - September 1990 to June 1991 
Chairman - Mara! Kazanjian Trea urer - Violet Merjanian 
Vice Chairmen - Daniel Babigian & 

Ardi Kehiayan 
Recording Secretary - Sarah Kalemkerian 
Carre ponding Secretary - Grant Tenbekjian 

Advisor - Sana Damergy 

The ACYOA Jr . ha e been active with meeting each month at St. Thoma , membership at Sports 
Weekend , Sport Weekend committee meeting , and activitie at other churche uch a dance . The 
member hip is curren tly at 55. 

Calendar of Event 
January 

February 

March 

Member attended a professional basket ball game between the Nets and Knicks. 
Lock-in at St. Thoma 
Co-ho ted Sports Weekend with St. Leon' 

Ski trip at Vernon alley 

April Progre ive Dinner. Our thank to the Kazanjian, Tenbekjian and Vaniskhian families 
for opening their hom to u . 

May H osted Spring Dance at St. Thoma 
Members attended Sports Weekend at Watertown, Mass. 

June Final Meeting/Election held at St. Thomas 

July Trip to Great Adventure. Our thank to Dougla Martaian for ch peroning the trip. 
We al o appreciate hi help and upport during the pa t year . 

August Member attended Regional Picnic held at St. J ames Church in Westchester. 
Executive meeting at St. Thoma with new board . 

September Car wa h (fundraiser) 

October Member participated in CROP Walk. 
Member attended Sport Weekend in Wynnewood, PA 
Bake ale (fundrai er) 

ovember Participated in annual Bazaar 
Spaghetti Dinner to benefit St. Thoma 

December Trip to Meadowland to ee a ba ketball game. Thank to Steve Jarahian and Mose 
Kazanjian for chaperoning. 
ACYOA Jr . led Chri tma Eve Service. Our thanks to Su an hamamian and Ro e 
Ann Arzoomanian for thei r time an d a i tance. 
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The ACYOA Jr . would e pecially like to thank D er H ayr, Mrs. Kalemkerian Mr. Gregory 
Tenbekjian the P ari h Council and all the parent for their time, help, patience and encouragement. 

ACYOA JRS. TREASURERS REPORT 

Balance on hand 1/1/90 
Income 

Credit for trophie from Sport Weekend 
D ue 
Car wa h (PC donated) 
Credit from bank 
Sport Weekend 
Stamp 
Food for meeting 
Spaghetti D inner 
Sport Weekend Fee 
Chri tian Children' Fund 
St. Thoma Good Samaritan Fund 
Vernon Valley ki trip 
Pari h Council loan repaid 
Bank charge 
Ba ketball Game 

Total 

Balance on hand 12/31/90 

EKJ2en e 
$372.17 

60.00 
179.00 
80.00 

500.00 
$120.50 

50.90 
436.00 1 5.00 

30.00 
36.00 
55.00 

162.00 
400.00 

20.00 
256.00 

1,616.17 1,316.14 

KlRIKIAN A.Rl\1ENIAN SCHOOL 

$445 .7 

745. 1 

Our Armenian School i an integral part of our pari h, teaching our children their language and 
in tilling pride and knowledge of their ethnic heritage. 

( 0 C> 
The record enrollment i 97( tudent thi ear with ci a e ranging from nur ery to e enth grade. Du e 
to a need, the 2nd and 4th grade currently have 2 cia e ; one for Engli h peaking tudent and 
anothe r for bi-lingual tudent . AJl children mu t take a reading and pelling te t at the end of each 
year. The eventh grader ha e to pa a comprehen i e three hour te t to graduate, and an optional 
Armenian hi tory te t of 100 que tion to qualify for an award. E ery grade mu t al o take a 
tandardized te t from the Dioce e to go on to the next level. AJ o an incentive gift i gi en to 

encourage promptne . 

Trophie or certificate are gi en at the annual H ante and graduation for the following achievem nL: 
George Shahinian Award for perfect attendance, the dward Ba hian Award for Armenian hi tory the 
Rup n addler A\ ard for Armenian reading and the Dr. H arou t and Shake Mekhjian rmeman 

pelling Award. 

S ~"·1 '?L c ,L "- H 6-..-. ~. s ,e. (>., 

12- e.. ... '\-t, b ~ k: (. ,.., Arrn~n I c..._. 
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The l(jrikian Armenian School has a aid faculty and other expenses as are noted in our financial 
report. Funds are raised by the scho llargely through tuition. The Mothers' Committee is 
responsible for the Bazaar booth, annual Armenian Christmas Dinner, luncheons, the publication of 
our cookbook (the ,second printing of 500 copies is sold out) and many other events. We are also 
deeply grateful for the help our benefactors continually give us. 

Executive Committee: Ani Capan, Martha Saraydarian, Seta Yavru-Sakuk, Sam Demirjian, Artemis 
Arslanian, Marion Babigian, Mary Ann Saraydarian. 

Pariah Council Liai on : Garabed Yazidjian. 

Faculty: Ani Capan, Berta Yigitkurt, Ruby Kherlopian, Sona Aris, Queenie Tashjian, Seta Yavru, Sosi 
Slabashian, Mari Zokian, Margrit Sinan.ian, Maro Hajakian, Nazig Sheshetian, Siranus Gulbenkian, 
Araxi Diratzouian, Mari Tashjian, Grace Bashian, J enia Kazanjian. 

KlRIKIAN ARMENIAN SCHOOL FINANCIAL RE PORT 

Balance on hand, 12/31/89 

Tuition (97 x $140) 
Atlantic City Weekend 
Spring luncheon 
Cookbook (1990 onJy) 
Bazaar 
Microphone donation 
Miscellaneous donations 
Hantes 
Shahinian ACEF Fund 
Saddler donation 
Mekhjian ACEF Fund 
Salaries (1 @ $30 x 35 weeks, 11 @ $ 5, 

2 @ $40, 2 @ $55) 
Diocesan bookstore 
Supplies, postage 
Taranto Bus Co. 
Equipment 
Diocesan Assembly 
ALLARC 

Balance on hand, 12/31/90 

Income 
$13,580.00 

10,223.00 
3,967.00 
3,361.55 
1,495.75 
1,346.44 
1,100.00 

563.65 
500.00 
500.00 
419.00 

33,694.84 
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Expenses 

1,180.32 

1,346.44 

21,175.00 
3,217.19 
1,108.15 

510.00 
435.50 
870.35 
300.00 

30,142.95 

$3,658.42 

7,210.31 



CHRISTIAN,EDUCATION· · 

A. CHURCH SCHOOL · .... ·A~i~~~~~\;~~:;-::;[H; 
.. 

The Church School began its academic year on Sunday, September 9, with an enrollment of 116 
students (compared to 110 last year.) A "Welcome Back Barbeque" for students, parents and friends 
was held on the following Sunday, September 16, and was well-received. A number of .new families· 
have joined the Church School this year, as a result of a recruitment drive. Of course the best 
recruiters are our parents and students themselves. The students are divided into 12 classes, plus the 
11th graders who meet occasionally for discussion. Classes are held on Sunday mornings, 10:15-12:15 .. 
The students' courses of study are prescribed by the Diocesan Department of Religious Education. 
Since 1987, the new curriculum texts published by the Diocese have been in use. Bibles, Divine 
Liturgy books and St. Thomas tote bags are provided to each student. 

One of the goals of the Church School is to help its young people develop into worshipping members 
of the Armenian Church. To this end, the students attend Divine· Liturgy every week for at least 45 
minutes as part of the regular Sunday morning schedule. An important benefit is that the children, 

. even the very youngest, feel a part of the worshipping communitY. It is heart-warming to see the 
young people receive Holy Communion on a regular basis. Two Assembly programs are conducted, 
according to age-levels, and include opportunities for learning the hymns and songs of the Badarak, as 
well as the meaning of the Badarak. Current issues and discussions are also part of the upper grades 
Assembly. Students of the eighth, ninth, tenth and eleventh grades read the Scripture lessons during . 
the Armenian Christmas Eve and Easter Eve services. 

The current 11th grade s.tud~nts (12 in number) are spending this' academic year in service to the 
parish, singing in the Choir, and assisting in the Church Schoo~. They produced and directed the · 
Christmas program by themselves. Six young people received the Diocesan graduation diploma in 
iune, upon completion of all the requirements for graduation, including a year of service to the ·parish; 

1
1 I •. 

The Church School is blessed with dedicated teachers who try to ·provide our children with a firm · 
Christian foundation, especially by their own example. Some of them have been teaching for many 
years. Their devotion deserves the gratitude ofthe entire St.-Thomas family. It is promising that 
several Church School "alumni" are members of the teaching staff, and they serve as very positive role 
models for the children. During the current academic year, two St. Nersess seminarians, Robert 
Boyajian and Richard Bohajian, have been assigned to St. Thomas Church School to teach and 
participate in our activities.. · · · 

Our Lenten projectwas to raise money forreligious education materials for Armenia. At Christmas 
this year, the children and. their families sent new hats,' gloves, sweaters and school supplies to their 
brothers and sisters in Armenia. Child-to-:child outreach always seems to have the most meaning. The 
children also took part in the "Trick or Treat for UNICEF'· campaign at Halloween. Church School 
students participated in the preparation of the morithly meal for St. Paul's Men's Shelter in Paterson 
this .fall, and collected non-perishable foodstuffs for the Center >for Food Action in Englewood at 
Thanksgiving time . 

. The Church School sponsored a Chinese Auction in April, which was a huge success. In June, staff 
and students travelled by bus to attend a first ever regional Pent~cost celebration at Sts. Sahag-Mesrob 
Church, Wynnewood, PA · · · 



Annual event of the Church chool includ e the Armeruan Chri tma ve upper, Ea ter Communion 
breakfast, Chri tma dinner and program, and graduation reception. We are thankful for the upport 
and cooperation of the entire pari h farillly which ensures the ucce of the e vent . 

B. ADULT E D CATIO 

A monthly periodical, A VEDIS, pu li hed by the D ioce an D epartment of R eligiou Education, wa 
di tributed to all Church School farilllie and other intere ted pari hioner during the year. 

A Lenten educational program entitled "Improving Farruly Commurucation" , le by Jane Barde , 
Director of the Bergen County Parent Work hop, wa held in March. 

20 adult .and young people participa ted in the CROP Walk for H unger on Oct ber 21, along with 500 
other Chri tian from all the commurutie around Tenafly. St. Thoma continu e to be the fir t and 
only Orthodox congregation that participate in the Walk, and our walker rai d 2329.00 through 
pledges and donation for thi worthy cau e. 

CH RCHSCHOOLSTAFF 
ui e Kal ernkerian, Director of R eiigiou Education 

Pre-Kgn. - Laurie Chri top her 
J(jndergarten - Anita An erian 
1 t Grade - Paula Guglielmo 
2nd Grade - Jean Karago ian & 

Ardi Ka parian Waldron 
3rd Grade - Marlene R o 
4th Grade - Karen Topjian 
5th Grade - Dougla Martaian 

6th Grade - Stephen Jarahian 
7th Grade - Thoma Ka parian 
8th Grade - Gregory Tenbekjian 
9th Grade - Thomas Merjaruan 
l Oth Grade- Yeretzgin Violet a parian 
Trea urer - Sara Malajian 
Record / B'day card - Jean Karago ian 
Advi or- Yeretzgin iolet Kasparian 
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CHURCH SCHOOL TREASURER'S REPORT 

Balance on hand, 1/1/90 

Sunday offerings 
Chinese Auction 
Bake sale 
Welcome Back Barbecue 
Torigian Award 
Easter Communion Breakfast 
Christmas luncheon 
Miscellaneous , 
Textbooks and registration 
Postage and supplies 
Bergen County Parent Workshop. program 
Graduation reception 
Campership 

Total 

Balance on hand, 12/31/90 

Income 
$467.00 

·2,684.00 
' ' 143.00 

'125.00 
' 100.00 
·'75.00 ' 

' 385.00 
' 40.00' 
1741;25 

5,760.25 
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·Expenses 

$498.19 

134.67· 
100.00 
221.38 
494.41 
369.71 

1890.21 
537.64 

89.59 
45.00 

100.00 

4,480.80 

$1914.66 

·'. ! . ~ 

' ·.i. 

. ' '~ . ' ... ' 
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MINUTES OF ANNUAL PARISH ASSEMBLY 
ST . THOM AS ARMENIAN CHURCH, TENAFLY, NJ 

FIRST SES S ION - SUNDAY , JANUARY 28, 1990 

Chairman George Mekenian c alled the meeting to order at 11:45a . m. 
There were 52 people pres e nt, adequate for a quorum . 

Der Hayr pronounced the opening prayer . 

The Chairman announced the officers for the Assembly: Der Arnak 
Kasparian, President; George Mekenian, Chairman; Ron Kend e rian , 
Vice-Chairman; Alin Papazian, Secretary . Susan Shamamian will 
substitute today for Alin Papazian who had to go out of t wn. A tape 
will also be made of the meeting . George Mekenian asked if that was 
acceptable . The Assembly responded in the affirmative . 

Mr. Mekenian announced that the Annual Report including the minutes of 
last year's assembly woul d be distributed at this time . Rose Mekenian , 
Assembly Secretary for 1989, read the 1989 Parish Assembly minutes . 

The Chairman asked if anyone had additions or amendments to the Minutes. 
Sam Demirjian said he wished to supplement his remarks regarding the 
Kasparian Fund . He had questioned who was aware of the anonymous 
donation to the Kasparian Fund in addition to George Mekenian and the 
response had been that in addition to the Kasparian Fund Directors , 
those who knew of it were the Pastor and the Parish Council Chairman. 
A brief discussion followed . 
George Mekenian said that the Kasparian Fund has made a comprehensive 
report that is part of the 1989 Annual Report. He suggested that any 
further discussion of this subject be held over until the Parish 
Assembly on February 4th. 

Yeretzgin Violet Kasparian moved that the Minutes be accepted as read 
and amended . She commended Rose Mekenian on an excelleni job as 
Secretary . The motion was seconded. The Assembly accepted the Minutes 
as read and amended . 

Chairman Mekenian asked if anyone had suggestions regarding time of 
ballotting at the Parish Assembly. 
Edward Parseghian made motion to conduct ballotting from 11:30a.m. -
1 : 30p . m. Motion was seconded and passed with mone opposed . 

The Chairman invited Zaven Poosikian , Chairman of the Nominating 
Committee to present the nominees: 

For Parish Council Suzanne Daghlian 
John Derderian 
Charles Doudoukjian, Jr. 
Harry Hajinlian 
Gregory Hourdajian 
Ara Martaian 
Richard Keurajian 
Ara Pekmezian 
Virginia Victoria 
Garabed Yazidjian 



For Nominating Committee: 

For Auditing Committee: 

For Diocesan Delegate: 

Officers of 1991 Assembly: 
For Chairman -

For Secretary -

Arman Ajamian 
Peter Ajemian 
Victor Arzoomanian 
Eileen Barsamian 
Edward Daghli a n 
Dikris Malool 
Arax Parseghian 
Edward Parseghian 
Albert Papazian 
Paul Pinajian 

Hermine Ajemian 
Sandra Alpino 
Charles Amerkanian 
Charles Doudoukjian, Sr. 
Artemis Nazarian 
Ardis Waldron 

Victor Arzoomanian 
Arthur Azarik 
Frank Avakian-Stoneson 
Edward Daghlian 
George Mekenian 
Shakae Shahinian 

Peter Ajemian 
Ronald Kenderian 

Rose Mekenian 
Adrienne Tenbekjian 

The Chairman asked if there were nominations from the floor for any of 
the · above offices. There were none. 

John Armen made a motion to close nominations. Motion was seconded and 
passed. 

George Mekenian commended Nominating Committee for presenting a fine 
slate of candidates. 

The chair reminded Assembly that as indicated in 1989 Assembly minutes, 
Roberts Rules of Order will be used where Diocesan By-Laws don't provide 
for rules of procedure. 

George Mekenian asked those present to remind those members not present 
to attend next week's Parish Assembly. 

Motion was made and seconded to adjourn Assembly at 12:25p.m. 

Respectfully submitted, 

!;/ U4_.C2 !A./ fi~ O/W1 CVT'A~ f Cl~t 
Susan Shamamian, Acting Secretary 
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MINUTES OF ANNUAL PARISH ASSEMBLY 
ST . THOMAS ARMENIAN CHURCH, TENAFLY, NJ 
SECOND SESSION - SUNDAY , FEBRUARY 4 , 1990 

Chairman George Mekenian called the assembly to order at 1:47p.m . Der 
Arnak Kasparian opened the meeting with a prayer . 
In answer to a question by Leon Nigohosian the Chairman sta t ed that the 
procedures described by the Di ocesan by- laws would be follo ed . If the 
particular situation were not covered by the by-laws then R berts Rule 
of Order would be utilized. 

At l:SOp.m. there were 57 people , enough for a quorum . The eligibility 
of the voters was verified y Zaven Poosikian. 

The Chairman designated Ron Kenderian, Vice Chairman of the Assembly, as 
parliamentarian. 

The Assembly changed the or er of the items on the agenda. 

The following motions were made and carried regarding proce ural 
matters : to accept the new order of the agenda; for the var 1ous 
chairpeople to present a commentary on their reports rathe r than read 
them; to take a "yes" as well as "no" vote on motions . 

Der Arnak said a special pr yer for parishioners who were deceased 
during the past year . 

PASTOR'S REPORT: A discuss i on followed Der Arnak's publish d report . 

Leon Nigohosian asked what was being done to bring back par i shioners who 
had left the parish . He wa told by Der Arnak and by Joanne Torigian, 
Parish Council Chairman , that the Membership Committee ·memb rs were 
calling some of these people but there was no organized effort underway. 
Mrs . Torigian will form a group that will call and visit fo mer 
parishioners in an effort to reinstate them. It was sugges ed that Der 
Hayr should also be calling such persons. Roxy Daghlian appealed to 
those people who are staying away because they feel they ha e been hurt 
should come to church and try to heal the hurts . Sandra Alpine felt 
that Der Hayr should initia e contact with people who stay away from 
church for whatever reason. Der Hayr asked for a list of s ch people. 
Eva Yazidjian commended the Parish Council for setting up t e new 
Nursery which has been encouraging young families with small children to 
come to church . 

Sam Demirjian accused Der Arnak of alienating some of the parishioners . 
He related a specific incident when a parishioner told him they would be 
leaving St . Thomas because De r Hayr had told them that if they did not 
like the way he ran the church they could go elsewhere . In an effort to 
mediate, Mr . Demirjian presented the problem to Joanne Torigian who 
wrote to both Der Hayr and the parishioner. Der Hayr apologized to the 
parishioner and the matter as resolved to their satisfaction . Der Hayr 
explained to the Assembly t at the father of the parishioner involved 



had been complaining about the way the Badarak was done with the use of 
English in some parts etc . He mentioned that at St . Vartanantz things 
were done in the traditional way , upon which Der Hayr told him he should 
go to St. Vartanantz if spiritually he would be more satisfied . This 
upset the family and the aforementioned events took plac e . 
When Mr . Demirjian wanted to discuss other complaints of this sort , Mr . 
Mekenian suggested he bring such problems to the Parish Council . 
The Chair recommended that discussion of this subject be ended now. A 
motion from the floor to this effect was seconded and all present voted 
yes except one . 

PARISH COUNCIL REPORT : In addition to her published report Joanne 
Torigian thanked the following people who were inadvertently omitted : 
Michel Izmirly who with Alice Arzoomanian and Laur een Berberian had 
prepared the budget in spite of his ill health ; Virginia Victoria for 
diligently overseeing the rentals ; the Delegates to t he Diocesan 
Assembly Victor Arzoomanian , George Mekenian and Joseph Kalemkerian and 
the S t . Thomas people who helped the ea r thquake victims associated with 
the AGBU/Airlift Project . The following corrections are to be made to 
her r eport : ACYOA Seniors - Stephen Mekenian , Chairman & Douglas 
Martaian , Vice - Chairman; Armenian School - Ani Capan , Director; the 
Parish Council has designated the Youth Room to b e donated by the 
Women ' s Guild . 

A discussion of the Parish Council report followed . 

In reply to Leon Nigohosian ' s questions on the progress of the Priest 
Search Committee, Joanne Torigian reported that t he c ommittee had had 
one meeting where they reviewed three names and contacted some people 
who were not interested in the job . Th e committee will list the 
criteria a candidate must meet at their next meeting . When the 
commi t tee makes their decision they will submit the names to the Parish 
Council and the Board of Trustees . The process must be a confidential 
one t o preserve the privacy and dignity of the candidates . 

Leon Nigohosian moved that there be a person on the Priest Search 
Committee who is not a member of any administ r ative body of the church 
(not elected or appointed); it was seconded . Rose Mekenian suggested 
that if anyone had a candidate in mind , they s hould make a 
recommendation to the committee . Paul Kahaumjian , a former member of 
the committee , said that the members of the committee were very 
knowledgeable about the clergy available and should be entrusted with 
the job . Leon Nigohosian moved to amend the motion to include Frank 
Avakian-Stoneson as the lay person to be appointed to the committe e . 
Motion to amend was seconded and defeated . The original motion was also 
defeated . 

Leon Nigohosian made a motion that the Priest Search Committee submit 
the names of three or more clergymen to the Parish Assembly next year to 
be voted on. Motion seconded and defeated. 

Edward Bashian appealed for unity among the parishioners and critisized 
the uneasiness and divisiveness prevailing among some members of the 
church . 

- cl_ -



The Chair recommended that s i nce f indi ng a r eplacement fo r De r Arnak is 
such a vital issue , an evening be set aside for everyone to come and 
discuss their suggestions , concerns etc . Leon Nigohosian made a motion 
to that effect . It was s conded and passed . Greg Doudo ukjian, a 
seminarian at St . Nersess said that finding a pastor is ot an easy job 
because of a severe short ge of priests . We should enjoy Der Hayr's 
services while he is here since we may have to go without a priest for a 
number of years . 

Sam Demirjian asked Joann Tor igian about 1) what is being done about 
increasing revenues and reducing expenditures ; 2) not being allowed to 
attend Parish Council meetings ; 3) accuracy of minutes taken at Parish 
Council meetings . Mrs . Torigian answered that 1) increased revenues 
would be achieved by increased pledges and more fund raising activities 
by parish organizations; expenses could be reduced by computerizing most 
operations . She praised Gr eg Saroyan who had donated computer equipment 
toward that end . The Beacon is now being produced by computer which 
will save a considerable amount of money . 2) According t Diocesan 
regulations parishioners can attend Parish Council meetings with advance 
permission of the Parish Council Chairman . Mrs . Torigian granted such 
permission to Mr . Demirjian a s well as other parishioners until the 
Parish Council felt having observers constantly was inter ering with 
conducting their business . 3) Mrs . Torigian commended th Council 
Secretary , Joseph Kalemkerian , for doing a fine job with t he minutes and 
stated that any inadverten t mistakes he made had been cor r ected. 

The Chair thanked the Pa r ish Council fo r the fine job they did last year 
with special recognitio n fo r Ar ax Pa r seghian who is l eaving the counci 
after six years of service and Alice Arzoomanian who is leaving after 
two years as treasurer . 

AUDITING COMMITTEE REPORT : 
Committee found the books 
organizations in order . 

Fred Karagosian reported that the Auditing 
f the Parish Council and all C urch 

FINANCIAL REPORT FOR 1989 : Treasurer Alice Arzoomanian answered 
questions on the report . Edward Parseghian announced that the exact 
figure for the bazaar income is $3 4, 021 not $35 , 343 as shown on the 
report . Mrs . Arzoomanian aid that t he discrepancy was d e to a balance 
remaining in the bazaar check ing account from the previous year left in 
the account to keep it open and to take care -of late disbursements , etc. 
$1,500 is in the account r i ght now . Ron Kenderian said the financial 
report should include an accurate figure for bazaar profits in order to 
plan a realistic budget . The same also is true for hall rentals. Mrs . 
Torigian stated that the new compute r ized system would enable us to 
analyze the figures more accurately and give us a better picture . 

In reply to his question on the Lib r ary Fund , Edward Parseghian was 
told that the $1 , 560 listed as actual income for 1989 was the interest 
earned on a CD . 

Haig Varjian questioned the inc r ease in t he salary of the Pastoral 
Assistant from the $16 , 500 b udgeted to the $21 , 500 actual nd wanted to 
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know where the additional money came from . Mrs . Arzoomanian replied 
that it was a line item adjustment. 
Joanne Torigian explained that when the Parish Council decided to 
increase the Pastoral Assistant's salary by $5 , 000 and only $1 , 400 of 
it could be covered by the budget , Nazar Nazarian agreed to subsidize 
the remaining $3,600 with the concurrence of the Parish Council and the 
Board of Trustees . 
Sam Demirjian asked if any parishioner could subsidize salaries . Mrs . 
Torigian replied that in this instance it was done to acommodate Der 
Hayr ' s request for the continued service of the Pastoral Assistant . 

Leon Nigohosian wanted to kn ow how the salary increase for the pastor 
had been arrived at . Mrs. Arzoomanian explained that the Diocese 
provides a formula which was followed. 

In discussing the deficit shown on the proposed b udget Edward Bashian 
suggested forming a Budget Committee to work on future budgets . 

Paul Kahaumjian proposed that to increase the income parishioners be 
asked to tithe o·. 25% of their income . The chairman said that was a good 
idea b ut not a realistic one at this time . 

Edward Bashian moved that the interest accruing in 1990 to reserve funds 
held by the Board of Trustees be given to the Parish Council for 
operating expenses . 
Motion seconded and carried by the majority with 3 opposed. $15 , 262 
will be added to the inco me . 

In answer to Edward Parseghian ' s question Ron Kenderian s aid that at 
this time we owe $90 , 000 to the builde r. If litigation is resolved in 
our favor it would be less . 

F~llowing are some of the points raised during the discussions to try 
and balance the budget . Leon Nigohosian proposed to adopt the actual 
disbursements for 1989 to the proposed income for 1990 _thereby 
decreasing the deficit . 
Thomas Kasparian asked why the amount of the 1990 pledges was lower than 
the 1989 pledges . Arax Parseghian answered that a number of peo ple have 
reduced their pledges by as much as a half . It was commented that this 
could have been due to earthquake relief . Der Hayr called " pledge'' a 
misnomer for " membership fee' ' and stated that in other churches the two 
items are treated separately . Of the $100 per person membership paid in 
this church $67 goes to the Diocese . 

After a number of adjustments , an amended budget was accepted with the 
majority of those present voting "yes'', 4 voting ''no" and 2 abstaining . 

The revised adopted budget of $243 , 566 for 1990 is attached . 

Puzant Torigian suggested this budget be worked on for the next several 
months to come up with more realistic numbers . 
Ara Pekmezian suggested that quarte r ly reports be generated using the 
computer and checked against the proposed budget . 

-~-



Haig Varjian moved to appoint a committee of five to exa mine the budget 
to determine where increa ses and decreases can be made ba sed on more 
realistic numbers and pr e sent it to the Parish Council. Motion was 
seconded and defeated . 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES REPORT: The discussion centered around our mortgage 
obligations. $50,000 ($40,000 from the Parish Council a nd $10,000 from 
Nazar Nazarian) was paid toward reducing the mortgage. I n the absence 
of a member of the Board of Trustees wh o could answer th questions 
about the mortgage , the Chair proposed that the Parish Council ascertain 
the exact figures of the mortgage and send a letter to t e parishioners 
within 30 days . This pro posal was accepted . 

BUILDING COMMITTEE REPORT: In answer to Yeretzgin Viole 's query about 
the status of pledges to the building fund still outstand ing, Mr s . 
Torigian said that Der Arnak had been calling some peopl who have not 
paid yet, but no figures are available at this time. 

MEMORIAL FUNDS REPORTS: Caspar M. Kasparian Fund: Sam Demirjian 
raised the issue of the anonymous donation of $150,000 t the fund which 
was discussed during the 1989 assembly . He wanted to know what had 
become of the $41,000 in interest generated by the donation and why it 
was not reported before 1989 . At this time George Mekenian temporarily 
relinquished the chair to Ron Kenderian due to his involvement in the 
Fund. Mr. Kenderian told Mr. Demirjian that since the money has been 
reported and disbursed as discussed in the Kasparian Fund report no 
issue remains; that the donation had not been reported before because it 
was a contingent gift. 

ORGANIZATIONAL REPORTS: The Chairman commended the officers of the 
various organizations for the splendid job they did and asked for 
comments on the reports. 

WOMEN'S GUILD: Chairwom n Adrienne Tenbekjian made the following 
corrections: Yeretzgin Vi olet Kasparian, Rose Mekenian, lyce 
Parseghian and Roxy Daghl i an as chairwoman of the Women's Guild attended 
the Diocesan Women ' s Guild Assembly as delegates . Fish a d Chips dinner 
chairman was Dikris Maloo l . 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION: Vaha n Soukiasian questioned the thr st of the 
Sunday School. Chairman Mekenian answered that Der Hayr, the Parish 
Council Liaison and the Di rector of Christian Education would take his 
concerns into consideration when planning their program. 

NEW BUSINESS : Leon Nigohosian made a motion that the minutes of this 
assembly be made availabl with in 30 days. Motion second d and carried. 

Sam Demirjian recommended having two or three more meetings between 
assemblies . Ron Kenderian re-iterated the Diocesan by-la\iS which direct 
any one group of 10 or more who want to have a meeting to present it to 
the Parish Council for approval and scheduling . 

Yeretzgin Violet proposed that the Parish Council send a l etter to the 
Diocesan Assembly asking them to decrease their disbursem nts so they 
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can lower the assessments of the parishes , ·thus lightening the heavy 
burden placed on parish budgets. 

Alyce Parseghian proposed incr e asing the annual pledge to $125 . After 
discussion George Mekenian recommended this be made a voluntary rather 
than mandatory action . 

Leon Nigohosian moved to end discussion of New Business and announce the 
election results . Motion seconded and passed . 

ELECTION RESULTS : Zaven Poosikian , Chairman of the Nominating Committee 
announced that 152 ballots had been cast and the following (given 
alphabetically) were elected; 

Parish Council - Suzanne Daghlian , John Derderian , Ara Martaian , Ara 
Pekmezian and Garabed Yazidjian ; first Alternate: Virginia Victoria, 
second Alternate: Richard Keurajian. 

Nominating Committee: Victor Arzoomanian, Eileen Barsamian , Edward 
Daghlian , Arax Parseghian , Edward Parseghian; Alternate: Albert 
Papazian . 

Auditing Committee: Charles Amerkanian , Artemis Nazarian , Ardis 
Waldron ; Alternate : Charles Doudoukjian , Sr . 

Diocesan Delegates : Victor Arzoomanian , George Mekenian , Shakae 
Shahinian ; Alternate : Arthur Azarik. 

Officers of the 1991 Assembly: Chairman 
Secretary 

The Assembly was adjourned at 5 : 55p . m. 

Respectfully submitted , 

lr-c ' ~ lei~ /A~ 
Rev . Arnak Kasparian 
President of the Assembly 

~ George Mekenian 
Chairman of the Ass mbly 

Alin Papazian 
Secratary of the As iembly 

Ronald Kenderian 
Rose Mekenian 


