
MINUTES OF ANNUAL PARISH ASSEMBLY 
ST. THOMAS ARMENIAN CHURCH, TENAFLY, NJ 

SECOND SESSI ON- SUNDAY , FEBRUARY 3 , 1991 

The Assembly Cha i rman, Ronald Kenderian , welcomed members to 
the second session of the Annual Parish Assembly at 1:50 p.m. and 
asked Father Arnak to lead us in prayer . 

MINUTES - The Chairman referred to the tabled motion from the first 
session re waiving th reading of the 1990 Parish Ass embly Minutes 
and asked for a vote . The motion was passed . 

George Mekenian ubsequently moved to accept the Minutes. of the 
1990 Parish Assembly. • The_motion was seconded and pa s sed. 

Ronald Kenderian announced the verification of eligible voters 
will be postponed unt i l just prior to the report on elections. He 
also said the session was being tape recorded (by Puz nt Torigian) 
for our information in additi on to the taking of minut es by Rose 
Mekenian . 

PASTOR ' S REPORT - Fat er Arnak read aloud the beginning and ending 
portions of his Pastor's Report as included in the Annual Report. 
He referred to his fi st Parish Assembly with St . Tho1as in 1962 and 
this Parish Assembly as his last one as our Pastor pr i or to hi s 
retirement . Der Hayr b r iefly reflected· on some of th significant 
aspects of his minist yin our parish , acknowledged Y retzgin Violet's 
support throughout hi s pastorate , and wished God ' s bl ssings on us all. 
He then offered a prayer f o r parishioners who were de eased during the 
past year . Father Ar ak a l so voiced his special appr ciation to the 
current Parish Council Chairman , Joanne Torigian , and to our church 
staff , particularly Louise Kalemkerian , Pastoral Assi tant, and said 
he had asked Louise to prepare a separate report . De r Hayr spoke of 
his many warm and wo n derful years at St. Thomas and wi shed his 
successor the same fruitful pastorate . 

The Assembly Chairman thanked Der Hayr for his y ars of service 
to St . Thomas , and the Assembly gawe Der Hayr a standi ng ovation. 

PASTORAL ASSISTANT ' S REPORT - no questions. 

Ronald Kenderian announced we will not read the i ndividual 
reports printed in the Annual Report , but as we go though the agenda, 
if there are any questions , the person who pr pared the report will 
be asked to respond . 

PARISH COUNCIL REPORT - Joanne To rigian , Parish Council Chairman, 
apologize~for the omission of our Diocesan Delegates from her report -
Shakae Shahinian , Victor Arzoomanian , and George Meke ian . She 
further said though she had recognized a number of people in her 
report , she wished to v erbally thank the following: The Men's Club 
and \omen ' s Guild for their support , and also the Ava s ; Raymond 
Berberian , attorney who assisted the Parish Council during the year; 
the Mekhjian Family , the Nazarian Family , and Roupen Saddler who paid 
for our new hall chairs ; Bazaar - Dick Keurajian , Cha i rman, and 
Dr . Harout Mekhjian , Cake Sale . 



The Pa rish Council Chairman then referred to the ortion of her 
printed report on the "S tatus of Various Projects':! and entertained 
questions . 

Hal l Renta ls - Frank Avakian Stoneson inquired about the nature of the 
merchandi sing we are d oing for our hall facilities. Joanne said there 
had been limi ted funds , but a test brochure had been p r epared . Also , 
the condition and insufficient number of our chairs ha d b een a r enta l 
deter r ent , and 350 new chairs were purchased as mentioned . Frank s ai d 
his concern was about our tax exampt status and how th me rcha ndi sing 
might affect that . Joanne repli ed she had checked with Attorney 
Raymond Berberian who informed her as we are a church, under the 
religious assembly si tuation , we are covered , a nd it shouldn ' t present 
a probl em , but if it should , it would be very nominal. Richard 
Papazian pointed out that Joanne Torigian did the bulk of the work, on 
hal l rentals herse l f . J oanne acknowledged the efforts of the office , 
also , particularly Toni Barker, and said the hall renta ls we re a 
team effort . 

Pries t Sea rch Comm i 'ttee - In response to a r equest f o r a progress 
report , Joanne reiterated what was in her r eport and s ated another 
priest h a d b een approached a few days prior to this mee ting , and h e , 
also , had not worked out . 

Leon Nigohosian as ed how many priests had been c onsidered 
overall, or was it just the 11 1r eferre d to in the report. In the 
absence of Dr . Harout Me khjian , Chairman of the Priest Search Committee , 
Joanne ~origian and George Mekenian clarified that the list of 11 was 
a comprehensive list of those the committee approached from names 
given to the Priest Sea r ch Committee , plus those the committee had 
screened f rom among all the priests in North America, including other 
Dioceses , as well as pri ests the committee heard had expressed an 
interest on their own in St . Thomas who the committee felt had the 
credentials to serve as pastor of S t . Thomas. 

Albert Victoria asked what the plans .· \Wuld be if we did not find 
anyone from the present search list . Joanne Torigian r e plied the 
Priest Search Committee had b een trying to find the fine st priest it 
could for this parish , but if we do not find someone by the time 
Father Arnak leaves , we will hve to use visiting clergy and continue 
our search until we do f ind a priest . She pointed out that contact 
has been maintained with the Prima t e , including asking for his 
recommendati ons initial l y , and he knows exactly where we are to date 
on this situation. She has talked with the Primate abo t meeting after 
this Pa rish Assembly with the Pr iest Search Committee a d whoever is 
the Parish Council Chairman to give us his further recommendations 
and guidance . 

Joanne Torigian emphasized that the Pri est Search Committee has 
been working ~ dilig ntly to try to find a priest. 

Jack Ekizian said he felt eve ry priest in the Unite d States 
knows the re is a vacancy h ere , and if interested , they would have let 
us know. 

Joanne Torigian wa ted the Assembly to know Father Arnak had been 
v ery cooperative and he l pful with the committee and h ad provided any 
information requested , including Sacramental financial data . 

Frank Avakian Stone son pointed out the shortaqe of pri e sts . 
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Marlene Ross felt it would be hard to find someone according to 
t h e standards we had set up at our parish meeting la t July . Vahan 
Soukiassian questioned the age r estriction s we had discussed l ast 
summer . Joanne Torigian stated we are trying to find a priest who can 
rela te to the various needs of our parish, and thoug this is not easy , 
she feels it is not impossible . 

Peter Aj emian said the parish has to exercise patience and give 
t he Priest Search Commi ttee time to get a suitable priest for us . 

Arlene Hajinlian asked about the two priests who had indicated 
intere s t , but later wi~hdrew , and if there is any problem about which 
s ometh ing might be don e . George Me kenian said that re the two priests 
we had thus far considered v ery seriously who had turned us down , in 
ess nee what it came down to was they were very comfortable in their 
current pastoral assignments ; they and their Yer tzgins and families 
were comfortable with their housing arrangements , their communities , 
their schools , and on balance decided not to change their assignments . 
He said the pri es ts h d been interested , but pointed out that for a 
Der Hayr , particuLarly , there are considerations other than just his 
mi nistry which are important to him . 

Yeretzgin Violet related she had originally not wanted to come to 
S t . Thomas f rom Detroi t , but Der Hayr qidn ' t l isten even though she 
was pregnant . She ad ed she has n e v er regretted coming. Nowadays , she 
c ontinued , though we h ave ·wonderful younger Yeretzgins, some of their 
fee lings are different from those of Yeretzgins years ago , and we have 
t o consider this . She noted that Der Hayrs need to work with their 
Yer etzgins , and the more they agree , the better the life of the parish 
will be . Yer tzgin Vi olet commended the efforts of the committee and 
fe l t we would eventua l ly find a pri est . 

Le on Nigohosian asked what we have done or will do in the future 
t o try to appea l toY retzgins . Joanne Torigian - responded we have 
rea lly been trying , and she reviewed the efforts expended in that 
directi on . 

Shakae Shahinian asked if there is a Diocesan stipulation re 
r otation of priests every five years or so if the Diocese so requests. 
Frank Avakian Stoneson and Ge orge Me kenian clarified there is no such 
po l icy a t this time and only a provisionthat parishes confirm their 
individual pastor s ev ry five years . 

Puzant Torigian mentioned Leon Nigohosian is professionally 
involved in ferreting out peopl e for jobs and might b e able to help 
the Priest Search Commi ttee . Albert Victoria moved that Leon Nigo ­
h o sian be added to th e Priest Search Committee. The otion was 
seconded , but the Assembly Chairman a sked tha t this be held off until 
New Business . Frank vakian Stoneson felt the current Priest Search 
Committee is followin the path we need and adding anyone new to the 
committee will not al t er that , so we should leave the committee as is . 

Vahan Soukiassian wanted to emphasize that a priest should concen­
trate on priestly duti es and not so much on some of the administrative 
aspects . 

Gregory Doudoukjian sa i d on~ way in which we may better our 
cha nces to obtain a priest is to increase financial incen tives . Joanne 
Torigia n replied we we re generous in our offers . 
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John Armen inquired if the committee had given ny thought to 
getting anyone new ordained and brought here . Joann said it was 
considered , but there were some committee members fo r it and some 
against . 

Archie Minassia questioned if.the committee mentioned all the 
community benefits , a nd Joanne said they saw it all . 

Jeannie Amerkanian asked if we were zeroing in on only Der Hayrs 
rather than Hayr Soorps , and the answer was , we are onsidering both . 

There being no other questions on the Parish Council Report , 
the Assembly Chairma thanked Joanne Torigian for her report. 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES REPORT - An addition to their repo r t was distributed 
at th~s session . There were no questions . 

There were also no questions on the following r ports: MEMORIAL 
COMMITTEE , ACEF LISTING , FINANCIAL REPORT , AUDITING COMMITTEE , 
BUILDING COMMITTEE . 

CASPAR M. KASPARIANMEMORIAL FUND - An issue was rais d by Sam 
Dem~rJian that was ru l ed out of o~der by the Assembly Chairman as 
that issue was resolved at a previous A~sembly . 

GEORGE SHAHINIAN MEMORIAL ·FUND and MARTIN ~ONNY) TA SHJIAN MEMORIAL 
FUND reports were distributed at this session . There were no questions . 

ORGANIZATION REPORTS 

ACYOA Juniors - no questions . 'There were no reports from the ACYOA 
Seniors and the Avaks . 

Choir Report - Jeanni e Amerkanian corrected what apeared on page 23 
in the Calendar of Events for May to "Bake Sale" . 

Christian Education - no questions . 

Kiri kian Armenian School - Martha Saraydarian reported their number 
of stud nts should b 100 , not 97 , on page 26 , and added that the 
Armenian School had sponsored a Hoki Hankisd on the second anniversary 
of the earthquake in rmenia . 

Men ' s Club - Jack Ekizian said the "Balance on hand 12/31/90" on 
page 18 should be $2 , 580 . 39 , rather than $2 , 580 .19. Richard Papazian 
added the Men ' s Club gave $2 , 000 more than their pledge to the church . 

NJ Singles· - no report . 

Women ' s Guild- Adrienne Tenbekjian offered the following changes to 
her report : On page 20 , add " October 23 - Cotillion Meeting - Beverly 
Hajinlian- chairman" ; correct "October 27 -Armenian School Halloween 
Celebration- cupcakes donated- Marion Babigian chaired", and 
"October 28 - Sunday choml Halloween Celebration - cider and donuts -
Adrienne Tenbekjian a d Margaret Minassian." Also , on page 21 under 
"A Special Thank You ! l l " , correction in paragraph #3- "W e received 
an honorable mention t the 1990 Women ' s Guild Fourth Annual Assembly ." 
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Arthur Az rik raised a belated question pertaining to the 
Building Committee Report about the $10 , 000 being hel in abeyance 
from Kiseli pending r caulking and leak repair . Alber t Victoria 
said we have to change the time reference pertaining t o that situation; 
amounts are still being negotiated . Re leaks , Paul K haumjian said 
he has met with Paul iseli, and they are working on t hi s aspect. 

NEW BUSINESS - Vahan Soukiassian read a statement he h ad pre pared with 
his thoughts on the spiritual life of this church . Included was his 
r e commendation that o u r church school teachers should be paid and do 
not necessarily need o be Armenian . 

Albert Victoria brought up his motion made and s conded that Leon 
Nigohosian become a member of the Priest Search Commi t tee. The motion 
was defeated . 

John Armen spoke about encouraging the church to sponsor events 
for the youth in the parish similar to what the Knigh t s of Vartan 
have been doing in the community . Father Arnak stated the Parish 
Council is planning . to open our facilities twice a month to the 
25-45 age group . · 

Gregory Hourdajian questioned the apparent elimination of the 
position of Pastoral Assistant when Father Arnak leav s in June 
according to the allocation in the budget . Ronald Kenderian said 
the Assembly can make a change at the time of consider ation of the 
budget , if it so wishes . Sam Demirjian said he oppos s the continuation 
of the position , particularly citing financial consid rations. Peter 
Ajernian recommended we wait un~il we get a new pastor to see whether or 
not he wishes a Pastoral Assistant before we make a d cision. 

Frank Stoneson asked about any planned fund-rais rs. The Parish 
Council Chairman reported Dr .• Harout Mekhjian had said the Board of 
Trustees would have a fund-raiser to refurbish the pa ish house. 
Frank felt we need to consider fund-raising for both hort-term and 
long - term goals and perhaps need to think in terms of an endowment 
fund . He further felt there should be a standing committee to consider 
this as the Parish Council changes each year. 

On behalf of the Parish Council , Joanne Torigian presented the 
following motion : "That a Church Complex Maintenance Committee be 
formed with Moses Kazanjian as chairman and members t o be Albert 
Victoria , An dy Ouzoonian , and a representative of the Parish Council. 
This Committee needs a minimum of $30 , 000 to carry ou the maintenance 
program ." The motion was seconded . G eoa:-ge Mekenian q uestioned 
whether $30 , 000 is the total need doran annual amou t. Albert 
Victoria said annually . After some discussion , Georg Mekenian moved 
to amend the motion so that in ·l_l991 , the Haintenance Committee , with 
the Parish Council , and whoever they might invite, dra ft a compre­
h ensive charter for the Committee and the maintenance of the Church 
Complex, covering a pr gram for capital repairs and the annual cost, 
including a report on the life expectancy of capital f acilities and 
improvements and the cost of repairing or replacing t h em. Th e am e nd­
ment was seconded . It was clarified that the Haintenance Committee 
can be active and funct ioning in 1991. Leon Nigohosian propos ed a 
s e cond amendment reques ting a r view of the amounts n e eded before 
making an allocation and the "fleshing out" of the program per George 
Mekenian • s first amendment be done before June 1 and reported at a 
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special meeting of this body . The amendment was seco ded . Puzant 
Torigian moved a third amendment that the dollar amou t in the motion 
is whatever is allocated in the budget this year and the $30,000 will 
not be specific for 1991. This amendment was seconded . During 
discussion , the possibility of donations toward church complex ma in­
tenance costs was raised by the Parish Council Chairma n . A vote on 
the third amendment was passed . The second amendment was approved · 
afte.r deletion by the ssembly Chairman of the portio pertaining to 
the delay in making an allocation as it was in confli c t with the third 
amendment already approved . The first amendment was passed . The 
final motion with amendments was approved as follows: 

"That a Church Complex Maintenance Committee be f ormed with Moses 
Kazanjian as chairman and members to be Al bert Victoria, Andy Ouzoonian, 
and a representative of the Parish Council . This Mai tenance Committe e, 
with the Parish Council , and whoever they might invit , shall draft a 
comprehensive charter for the Committee and the maint nance . of ~_the 
Church Complex , covering a program for capital repairs and the a nnual 
cost , .including a report on the life expectancy of c a pital fa c i lities 
and improvements a:nd t h e cost of r pairing or r placi g them a nd 
pr sent it at a special meeting of this body before J ne 1, 1991. The 
dollar amount to carry ou·t the maintenance program in 1991 will be 
whatever is allocated in the budget this year, unless there are other 
donations given to the Committee. " 

Ara PeKmezian moved that Puzant Torigian be a me ber of the 
Church Complex Maintance Committee . Motion was seconded and passed. 

Joanne Torigian presented a motion from the Pari h Council re the 
Caspar Kasparian , George Shahinian , and Martin Tashjian Memorial Funds 
which the Assembly Cha' rman ruled out of order as it in effect would 
be an amendment to the Charters of the Funds , and though such amend­
ments can be made by the Parish Assembly , the motion as submitted is 
not an amendment . 

It was stressed from the floor that the Memorial Funds should 
spend their interest 1 come during the year . 

Two proposals sub itted by the Parish Council to amend the 
Kasparian Fund Ch rter were as follows : (unde rlined portions) 

1 . Purpose of the Fund : 

a . To provide full or partial schoolarships to primarily 
further the religious education of the youth of St. Thomas , 
and in exceptional cases full-time seminary s tudents of the 
Diocese of the Armenian Church of America or youth of Holy 
Cross Parish of NY and St . Mary Parish of Wa shington, DC. 
b . To provide financial assistance to the S . Thoma s Parish 
Chri stian EducatfOn Department for printed r ligiou s educa­
tional material as well as to sponsor religious education 
p_rograms . 
c'"' To sponsor retreats for Sunday School tea chers. 
d . To_erovide full or partial scholarships or children of 
St . Thomas PariSh to att nd the D1oc san Summer Camp. 

The proposed amendment was seconded , and the Parish Council Chair­
man called on Joseph Kalemk.erian to review the propos. d additions . After 
discussion , the amendment was carried . 
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.. 2 . Assets: Shall consist of the donations and any earnings 
therefrom made in memory of Caspar Kasparian and any future 
donations made , solicited or raised by the pari s h or the 
board of directors . The board shall endeavor to preserve the 
principal to the greatest degree possible. Thi s mandate, 
however , shall not deter assistance in an especi ally note­
worthy or deser ing case upon approval by th P rish Council. 
Income from principal may be reserv d for schola rships for 
no more th n two calendar years before converting to principal. 

This second proposed amendment to delete the last entence above 
was withdrawn . 

Leon Nigohosian asked whether the passage of the n w additions to 
the purposes of the Kasparian Fund would affect the priorities of the 
existing purpose . Joseph Kalemkerian r plied that relig i ous education 
scholarship assistance for the youth of St . Thomas was and will be the 
primary priority . The youth in the other parishes mentioned apply 
only in exceptional cas s . In response to a question, Joseph Kalem­
kerian said no assi~tance had been given to youth from the other 
parishes as y t , though these parishes had been informed when the 
Fund was established and know of its existence . Henry Ha gopian 
recommended the Board of Directors keep the other parish s involved 
apprised about the Fund . 

Yeretzgin Violet raised a question about whether f milies of 
deceased should be able to transfer funds donated to St. Thomas in­
lieu-of-flowers to a memorial fund for the deceased . Pu zant Torigian 
moved that the Parish Council consider this and present a proposal next 
year at the Parish Assembly which can then be made available to families 
of deceased re in-lieu-of - flowers donations and when mem rial funds 
may or may not be established . Motion was seconded and passed. Peter 
Ajemian suggested this was a matter which could be brought up at the 
Diocesan Assembly level . 

Charles Doudoukjian moved to extend the term of th Pastoral 
Assistant for one year . The motion was seconded . Joann Torigian 
stated the matter of the Pastoral Assistant had created considerable 
dissension in the parish , and due to this , she had asked the Parish 
Council and the Trustees to meet together to see if this proQlem 
could be resolved . She said Nazar Nazarian asked that the Parish 
Council and the Trustees go along with supporting the Pa toral Assis­
tant through June , 1991 , hen Father Arnak would retire, and Nazar 
contributed toward the financing of the Pastoral Assista t's salary 
toward that end . The Parish Council in budgeting the Pa toral Assis­
tant through June was honoring this agre ment . A question was raised 
whether Louise Kalemkerian would continu as our Directo of Religious 
Education if' .she is no lo ger the Pastoral Assistant, and the Parish 
Council Chairman informed us Louise has said she is not interested in 
doing that . Joanne said the Director of Religious Educa ion is still 
in the budget and Louise is welcome to stay on in that post, if she 
wishes. Considerable discussion followed with . strong fe lings expressed 
pro and con . Those spe~king for the motion felt the Pa s toral Assistant 
is a valuable asset to the church and church school, oth r parishes 
have expressed interest i Pastoral Assistants , it is important to have 
someone at the church afte r Father Arnak leaves until we get a priest. 
Those speaking against the motion said the situation is causing ani­
mosity in the parish , questioned the financing needed to retain the 
position , said other. parishes without priests are managing without 
Pastoral Assistants , objected to the person holding the osition. 
The motion was ultimately carried . 
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~. . BUDGET FOR 1991 - John Derderian , Treasurer , responded to questions 
on the proposed budget . recommendation was made by Vi rginia Victoria 
that if monies budgeted for World Wide Charity (aid to p ople in 
addition to Arm nians) are unused , they be given to the Armenian Earth­
quake Fund . Albert Victoria felt wh en monies are budgeted fu St . Nersess 
Seminary , they should be sent . The salary of the Pastora l Assistant 
wa s adjusted from $10 , 750 to $21 , 500 .under "Di sbursements". Discussion 
followed on how to raise the additional funds needed , and various alter­
natives were mentioned . Richard Papazian suggested the Board of 
Trustees raise more funds , in accordance with their Char er . Albert 
Victoria said the Board of Trustees had made contributions from interest 
income on principal fUnds , and various individual Truste s have been 
exceedingly generous to St . Thomas . Vay Najarian moved we add an 
additional l ine item under " Church Affairs" for a Fund-Raiser for 
$10,750 , and the Board of Trustees , or someone , would ra i se the funds . 
Seconded and passed . A budget of $270 , 550 was approved y the Assembly . 

VERIFICATION OF ELIGIBLE VOTERS - Richard Papazian of th Parish 
Council provided this verificati on . 

ELECTION RESULTS - Edward Parseghian , Chairman of the Nominating 
Committee , announced there were 186 ballots cast , and th following , 
given alphabetically , were elected : 

Parish Council - Ara Babikian , Joseph Ka.lemkerian , Richard Keurajian , 
Gregory Tenbekjian , Joanne Torigian , Virginia Victoria . Alternate: 
Ardis Kasparian Waldron 

Nominating Committee - Eileen Barsamian , Celia Martaian , Albert 
Papazian, Richard Papazian , Zaven Poosikian . Alternate : Eli Karalian 

Auditinq Committee - Sandra Alpino, Alice Arzoomanian , Artemis 
Nazarian . 

1992 Parish Assembly Chairman - Andy Ouzoonian 

1992 Parish Assembly Secretary - Mary Ann Sa raydar ian 

Edward Parseghian thanked the members of the Nomina ting Committee 
and wished good luck to those elected . Ronald Kenderian thanked the 
Nominating Committee for conducting the elections . 

Father Arnak presented a bouquet to Parish Council Chairman , 
Joanne Torigian , and closed the meeting with a prayer . 

The Assembly was adjourned at 5 : 20 p . m. 

RONALD V. KENDERIAN 
Chairman of the Assemb ly 

REV . FR . ARNAK KASPARIAN 
Presi d nt of the Assembly 

~~fu%~ 
Rose Mekenian 
Secretary of the Assemb l y 
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