ANNUAL PARISH ASSEMBLY

HOLY: TRINITY ARMENIAN APOSTOLIC CHURCH :
CAMBRIIGE MASSACHUSETTS

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 6, 1983

The Annual Pansh Assembly of the Holy Trlmfy Armemon Aposfolrc Church in

Cambridge, Mussachuseﬂs, was held on Sundcy, ‘February 6 1983 followmg a |uncheon,
in the Cultural Hall,:with the Pastor,. Reverend Mompre Kouzounan presldrng The opening

" prayer was given by Reverend Popken Maksoudian.

. The. meeting was: called to order by Stephen Panosran, Chairman of the Parish:
Councrl .at1:30 P. M. One hundred snxfy (160) dues’ poylng members werelpresent ond '. o
!vofed. | . | :
Mr. Donald Tellallan’,‘ Cllcirr'non‘ofrfhe No'mindﬁn(g-Co‘rnm.iﬂ'ee.,rfconducted f_he
election of the doy s Tlvan.l The followmg were-elected: - .. | ; ..

' Mr. Charles Garabedian Chairman of the Day -

' Miss Araxi Janjigian ’ ~ Armenian Recording Secrefary .

Mrs. June Piranian. ' “Engllsh Recordmg Secretary

Mr, Gorabedi_on'eall‘ed for-the reading ofl’he,‘ Secrelor);'é reporr for the l 982
Parish-'Assernbly which wd§ read by:.June'Piranion,."ond the 'r.e.porf‘,qu_occepfed as read.,: He
also requesfed fhcf individuals identify tnemselves when speaking or- oéking",doesﬁon; for the.
L - purpose ‘of fhe record of the day. |
| The vohng opened and a recess was cdlled for the. mernbers to casf their bollots

" The meehng reconvened at 2:15 P. M., and the ballot box remained open unhl 3:00 P. M

‘-Those, nominated for office were as follows: ,



;.Porish‘Councilz :

t

. ’Aro Avcklan . .Gregory Krikorian

1 7
2. Edmond Danielson 8. .. Rose Minassian
- 3. Ardashes Der Ananian - 9." .Keith Onanian’
- 4, Paul Jamgofchian 7. - 10. Stephen Panosian
- 5. . Harry Kaprelian - 7 11.- Robert P. Proodian =
6. Nancy. Kasarjian . . - 12. Richard Surabian

Nominating Committee:

‘Thomas Stephanian .

1. Jack Bichajian - 6.
2. Ira Habeshian 7. PeterTalanian
3. Arax'Najarian - 8. ' Aetna Tashjian
" 4. Gerard Odabashian -, - , 9. "Donald Tellalian
5. Eugene Raphaelian - : 10.

‘Richard Zeytoonjian

Audifing Committee:

1. Gerald Ajemian = - e 4. Phyllis Martins.

" 2.. George D. Hagopian . 5. Mary Ann Soursourion'

3.. Dale Haroutunian . . - -+ " 6.. Araxie Toomajian

‘P-ostor's’Reporf- '
| ‘Reverend Kouzourcn felt that. mcsmucI:r os“fhe Annucl Report had been prevrously

" read by- everyone the reodmg‘of rh.; reporf could be’ dlspensed with. He d|d coll for queshons |
and/or‘comme‘nfs. Mrs: Morgaref-Afomian' osked for a small additidn .on Page 2-b ‘ hoving to do
with brunch served on the Sepfember 19th FOMII); Reunion’ Sunday. She wanted the record to show> '
that the brunch was prepared by the. Women s Guild, ond fhese words were - fo be cdded fo fhe end .

- of the seni‘ence. Motion was made ond seconded ‘and the reporf was occepfed as. wrlffen.

 Parish Councrl s Actlvmesond F.manc_:lol Report:

1t was decided that.since everyone had p're\)ious{lyf'i'eqd the Parish Council report,
it wolild not be read at this meeting. 'Mr.‘ Stephen Panosian, the Parish Council Chairman, called
for any questions and/or corrections. There were none, but he apologized for the clerical error

~ which necessitated Deran Zahigian'sname to be pencilled in on the copy (Page 4-a). On motion

~made -and seconded, the Parish Council report- was accepted ds written.

e



Proposed 1983 Budgei‘-'.'

s

Mr. George Hagopran came fonr/ard at rhrs hmehro answer any queshons in j‘
regard to fhe Budgei‘ There followed varrous queshons and .correchons as follows-.
"On Page 5- b Mrs. Margaref Atamlan requested thaf fhe lfem under "Sgﬂcral
Glffs" of Daughrers of Varfan-Grand Counml be further recogmzed spemfrcally as the Halgouhl
Ofyag, and that'a fhank—you nofe be- sent in fhrs regard Mrs. Arax Na|or|an got up to say -
that the check did come from the Grand Counml of fhe Daughfers of Varfan. , |
Also on Page 5-b, it was stated fhaf the rfem of the Pan Sepasha Union Ha|| Glﬁ
amount should be correcfed from $200 ‘to $250 ‘ .
R At:this time, even though:fhe Parish Counci‘l's‘reporr' had'o"read)ll .been aci:epred,,
| Miss Rose iTikiiian pointed out a minori 'errdr'ro.he-_corre‘ofed:; .-'-'An'nual Church Picnic."_ should
read "'|982" not- "1983" | |
' On Page 5-c (Dlsbursemenf Exhlblf), Mrs Verg)hn Mazmaman queshoned rhe
name of the- "Solorst" under Mlscellaneous Servrces, and was told the person wrshed to remam,
anony‘mous., o
’ ""'TOn' motion 'madeand se.conded P the'Proposed 1983 Budget .was aecepfed,as wrif_ten y
At this fime, Chairman»Gorah'edi‘an called for :fh_e'reporfs from rhe yarious 'church
organiizations,’ The Trusf.Fund Chairman y.vas called to speak_,._buf"apparently hewas_.nor.presenf_.
Ms. Isabel TOOmaiian questioned the'irem of‘ the 6 month aerti,ffcate from the Ar_lingfonv ‘Fiye.Cen'fs -
Savings' Bank in the- amount of 8. é5%, ‘which- she felf was low. ' |
Ms. Z. Hollisian queshoned the advrsabrlrfy ofgolng mfo a f‘delrfy fund asan
lnvestmenf and it was stated fhai' rhls was nof an msured mvestment among ofher reasons, "
| On fhe "Specral Accounf" report. (Page 5-g), Mrs. June Carlon queshoned the
Culfural Program item and felt fhat the $1 OOO dlfference befween fhe Income and the Dlsburse-
ments , was a Ioss. However, George Hagoplan explamed tha’r Mr. Alex’ Manooglan donated

$2,500. to the -church, also mdlcafed in fhls report, fhereby causmg a gain rather than a |oss. '
. - 3 - -



Miss Dorofhy Piranian questioned if Mr. Monoogion's dono‘tion w-oo'ld be on-onnuol' gifr,
and was told fhot it was hoped it would be |
Mr. Robert Borzoklon, represenhng the A C Y. O A., wonfed to moke a’
-‘.proposol For a specrol fund to be set up, ond i'hls was decuded to be discussed later on under-
New Busmess. |
" Mr. Eugene Rophoehon spoke oF the soccess of the Stewordshrpv Progrom. The
~ goal in’ 1.982 was $75 000., -ond m ]983 $9O 000 In ]982 there were 672 members plus
50 new members, moklng a total of 722 For 1983 there hos olreody been pledged $70 000
| from 574 members. He .urged those who hoven'f olreody done s to moke thel r pledge, ond
_he spoke of the rmporfonce of the "smoll ‘contributor",
At thrs hme, ’olthough all of the orgonrzot'ion'reporfs Were not.reod infheir
‘entlrety, on: mohon made‘ and seconded, lf was agreed fo accept oll the reports as Wrrffen.
'V Ms Ellzobefh Roupemon requesfed thof when the Annuol Reporfs were being sent
out for. the followmg yeor, fhey be checked more corefully to be sure fhey were- comprled correcfly.

Reverend Kouzouron explomed fhof due to the number of people workmg on this. pr0|ecf at the .

time, the poges got mlxed up and leff ouf of some of fhe books. S

New Business; | KRR

Cholrmon Gorobedlon wenr' on-to speok obou.f people who were unoble to oﬂend
the annual meefrngs not bemg oble fo vofe, and of the mony complomrs he hod heord about fhls.
It has been a |ong stondmg problem for fhose unclble to o'rtend which mcludes elderly, 5|ck and
_ infirm, people who are-away from home, efe. He' was hopmg that o’proposol could be presented :
'to the Diocesan Assemb]y to"cr"ow fheseipeople to hove‘fhevr"ighf to vote by proxy. He felt itwas |
discriminatory ro reject rhis right to these people. He'suggested fhof we b‘e’.fhe-ﬁ rst parish to try
to do somefhing about this-long ﬁme problem.' There followed a lot of discussion on this, such as

who these ballots should go to, etc. .Mrs. Grace Koprellon felt it was important to allow this
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right to be grven ‘fo fhese people, ond sugoested that if people who were gomgA to be owoy

.Iet the church office know oheod of hme, fhey shou]d be able to gef a bollof Mr. John

Demer||on wanted to |<now rf fhrs would opply to those in- mrlrfory servlce, ond was told |f

.would opply to anyone. wherever fhey were.' Mrs Verghin Mozmomon wanfed the record

“'to show fhot she was in fovor of the proposed rdeo.; o |

Reverend Popken Moksoudlon at fhls time spoke ouf very sfrongly wui‘h regord

to fhe people wholcome to fhe onnuol meehngs‘to ’vofe bot not to be present at- the enhre

meeting. He felt I|' was |usf as: |mporfonf for thein fo be- pori' of fhe meeting as lt-wos to vote..

Mr.-Aefna Toshircm bout‘on two points here_r 1. That t_h'evformot, prevrousl){ was fo hove. fne : |

C generdl meefingmfhe»voﬂng, ‘.clnd',;'Z'. Tho't the condidofeS'were introduced to .fhe'lrnemberS'

before.ffhe voting fook'ploce. He was in fdvor or reinsfdring both of fnese'pmceddres'. | e
- ‘The subject of absentele.hbollofing was renwéd ':o.n‘d if was .sfdt.ed .fnc'f isa ve.ry' -

complex moﬂ'er, and cannot be- occompllshed that eosrly. Chalrmon Gorobedlon pornted our

that the: methods of how it would be- done ‘were not the 'rssu‘e of.fhls pornf His mteni' was fo

put it in fhe.form of a proposol to’ go' to fhe Diocesan Assembly.. Mrs. Groce Koprellon wanted

to add fo her‘eorlrer fhoughfs on'this sublect that people were not olwoys ablev» to attend church

.

meetings due’to-other commitments.

A vote on this was called for by Chairman Garabedian, and after a-motion was made . :

and seconded; it'was . . T
. ‘|

. VOTED: ° To present 'o'proposal to the Dioo_eson Assembly to allow certain people the right :

to vote by proxy in the-annual church elections.

4 . ' . .
‘Reverend Kouzouian wanted to point out here that.any .change of timing ‘in"regard

to the voting; either before»or’offer'fhe' meeting, was up to the parishoners. It was also decided

that fhose eligible for proxy-vofing,; if passed, would be only the elderly, sick, or infirm.

Mr. Malcolm Piranian questioned what other parishes did about this problem, but

no reply was given.



" Mr. Dan Dorian.felt it 'was futile to sibmit this proposal, and said it would

" not pass, as it was far too complicated and.complex.

[

Mr..Dorian went.on to state:a proposal-which he wished to submit. to the Diocesan .

psambly, whichwas osollows: e L
. “Proposal to Amend Article-2, Section B of the By-Lows of the Armenian Church

of America (Eastern Diocese): S ' ' :

B. To elecf a Nomrnoting Commiffvee c_.omp0se.dlof_ not less fharr'f.hreé -and r.,ofi‘.' L

~ more ‘than f've members for a-one yeor perlod

* “The Nommohng Commlﬂee sholl nominate-at Ieosf one-person to flll eoch of the -

vacancies on-the Pclrlsh Councrl Audrhng Commrﬂee, subsequenf Nommahng Commrﬂee and

Dloceson Delegofes. Members of the Nommohng Commlﬂee moy enfer therr own names: as

K

cond:dotes for off' ice. '

A list of such condldotes sholl be sent by the Nomlnohng Commrﬂ'ee to- the member- -

sh|p at leosf two weeks in adiance of the Annual Assembly

Addmonql nommahons may be made from fhe floor. The Nommafmg Commlﬂee“
togefher with the Audli'mg Commlﬂ'ee sholl govern fhe elechons.“ | |
A RATIONALE ‘The presetit elechon process ‘creats an emborrossmenr to those who
are’ no’r elected. The: result is thot some pcmshoners decline to ruo for any offlce. The proposed
change should result-in a more eff'crenf produchve electlon." . | | .

Mr. Dorian went on to soy he felt this would.mokefor a quic|_<er ono more efficient
meeting. The Nomiriofing C_ommiﬁee‘vs'/ouvld have o.lready pickeolv_out' and"'i'nter'viev'vec.lf. the people
who fhey‘felt“were the most capable for the’posiﬁorrs open. - o

. Mr. John Soursourian got up to say he knew what a difficult ‘iob the Nominating

Committees had trying ‘to get candidates -;4tif was not at all easy-r-, but he did not feel it was -
~ fair not to have alternatives. -He did Wanr to .go»o‘n record for giving'much-credit to the

Nominating Committesfor the tremendous»'iob they have to do.

.



Mrs. Arshalous Bogoslan wanted fo say that lack of transportahon should be

. a consnderahon for the proxy vofe issve, but thls was re|ected as we|| as for those people o

Vo
RO

-who were out of town at the hme.

Mr. John Soursourlan agam stated i'haf this question of | proxy vohng has come -

-

up before, and there:are foo mony ifs! regardmg requnremenfs, etc, and'he. felt it. would not

pass, and we-should continue as-s_tated in-.fhe"By-Laws.

.The motion was repeated ‘af this ﬁme, and the Parish Council-wvill‘ draft a proposal

for submnssnon to the Dnocesan Assembly on proxy vohng.
Dlscusswn fook place at this time regardmg Mr. Dorlan s proposal .- Deran

Zahlglan felt that thls plan places too much power wxfh fhe Nommahng Commmee, and |f

' would enable them fo elecf anyone fhey fhemselves chose. He was.very much opposed tofh:s -

e

. system.* Mrs. -Penny‘,Jamgochlan.wenf along w:th fhe.ldea to trusf fhe Nominating Commlf_fee

in picking the right people but felt the members ‘s.hoult:'lvsti,ll have choices.. Evérybne felt there

should still be nominations from the floor."‘ Ms. Helen Mejam stated this Nominating Committee

proposal would.make for a "no contest" election. On motion made and seconded, it wds agreed

to-reject this proposal. ~ . - L

Back again to absentee ballofing, Mr. Arthur Panosian wanted to state that out

"of 788 membershlp, only 15% of fhe people voted. He fell' that absenfee O proxy vohng would

encourage people to vote, thereby ralsmg ihe percentage.

1

.'i"

At this time, Mr. Borzakian's proposal 1o set up a Spec:al Fund for fhe ‘A. C Y.O. A.-

was bhughf forth again. He wl_shes to propose that proﬁfs obtained from fhe~annua| banquet of
the A.C.Y.O.A. beallowed fo go into this Fund. Also, that any donations to the Parish
C ouncil from the senior and junior groups instead go into this Fund, so that it will give them
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some "'npuf“ to enable them to create mterest for other young people to |om these. chopfers. A

- At this time, the Parish Councnl oversees the expendltures of fhese chapters. Mr. John Sour-

.

sourian wanfed to know what they planned to spend fhls Fund money on, cnd |f was restoted
| . . .

tho’r it would be spenf for. whatever fhey felt fhey needed to do to create the: aforemenhoned C

- -

- interest to.the 'young people. Miss Dorofhy Pircmion 'reqUesfed.heoring from the newly.appoinfed

Youth Director to leam of his plans. Mr. Soursourian felt the previous mefhods of the Parish

Council-handling fhe expendltures decusnons should be conhnued and mcunfamed Mrs. June

'Corlon suggested to Mr. Borzaklon fhat the chapters should plcm more. funchons to raise more -

money , and Mrs. Louise Panosian suggested cdopfing a mo|or gool , such as a scholorshlp fund‘,,

or some equiyolenf, idea, _
Mr. Borzakian stated his proposal formally: "That a Special A.C.Y.O.A. Fund
‘be set up in order to meet ‘challenges and to spark the i'nferesi" of the youth in our parish".

On motion made -and seconded, it was deciéled to-reject this proposal (19-15 against). Mr.

Soursourian suggested that the proposal be submitted to the Parish Council for further study.-

- Reverend Kouzouian wanted to make recognition of Robert 'Borzokian's intent and.s’pirif,'v'vh‘ich :

ne,said he felt was clos'e‘toeveryo,‘ne's n:éorii, and hoped,if would be an indieoﬁon for the Parish’ .
Council to help the y;ung oeople qs"rnoeh as possible. Reverend Kouzouian further gove credit
tol,the PorisH»Council for-_fhe rnony ways‘they'hoye ossisfecvl.ond ore alyyays assisfing'fheAv.C..Y.O.A.
and that fhey will continue in fhe fufu-res K L | | |

Chcurmon quobedlcn then thanked fhe Parlsh Councul ond also the Semor Wornen 's
Guild for the Iuncheon fhaf was prepored by the Iodles, ond also all the people who had otfendedv.
fhe meehng. |

Miss Doro'tny Piranian .wonted fo.know if the Youth Director's seport would be part

of the Annual Report next year, and she was told it would.be.- .

Mr. Archie Kollig‘ian.wonted to know why the hall was 50 cold for the meeting.

he felt very strongly that the hall- should have been warmer fhon it was.

Being a very cold day, *



-

~ Terzian who had served as deacon for s0 many, many years, and who recently passed away. He L

| - 9_

Mr, John Soursourran wanted a proposal to’ the Assembly that in the future ,'_'

“every organrzatron charrman (or representatrve) review therr report. He did not want the'

N rndn‘ndual reports to be passed over, and felt that each one should be gone over in detarl

wrthm the Annual meetmg. Mrss Dorothy Prranran suggested that each chairman be present C)

to answer any’ questlons rarsed even |f the report was not read in rts entlrety. Charrman

Garabedlan stated'that any and'all'questrons could h_ave been ,answered at this meetrng if

they had comé up: = Chairman Garabedian'asked if there were any other questions or suggestions

" but nonewere.submitted.' T e ’

S s Miss Dorothy Plraman wanted to extend specral commendatlon to the Cultural
Program for a. lot of hard work and a |ob well done. o B

Re\‘/erend Mampre Kouzouran quted to express .his thanks and personal'apprecia-

t ion to_the devotron of the Parrsh Councul as well as each organrzatron in the parrsh, and to

A

therr chalr people as well. He went on to thank the varrous tlvans and membershlps, the dele- S

gates to the Diocesan Assemb_ly, »and'fhe gave special thanks to_Reverend Papken Maksoudran

and Hyr Oshaéan, as well.as everyone on,the-alta’r. He said.how’much'he*would rniss »Mr; Levon

i

: thanked the- chorr, the organrst the Sunday School’ teachers, and the Armenian School teachers,

standing committee mefnbers, Stewardship Committee and .chairman ,.and all the dedicated women

who do so much ‘work for the church preparlng all the drnners, and other functrons they handle,

and finally for lthe Chairman ot' the Day ofrthe meeting, and the secretarres. He gave special.

thanks to the church secretary, Rose Mamishian, all vthe‘,volunteers‘ who come to the church office

to help out, ‘as well as Bedros Arakelian, and Araxie Janjigian,. the Armenian language secretary

ot the Parish Assembly-meétings: ERER .-

Ty

A suggestion'was made to use a tape recorder to aid the secretaries taking the

~minutes at the Parish Assembly-rneetings, but it was not thought to be a-practical idea.

Mr. Stephen Panosran extended hrs thanks to the Chairman of the Day, Charles

Garabedian. Mr. Garabedran went on-to say how happy he ‘was to.be a t the meeting, and

:
v

S



-

"He thanked Reverend Kouzourcrn for his wonderful lecdershrp in our church

-:110 -

-urged members to specrk up at these nieetings and not hold'baek withﬁ their questions and ideas.

I Mr. Rlchard Abdqlron the newly oppomted Youth Drrector was rntroduced to

the membershrp. ' \

- Reverend Kouzouncn then gave thahks to the outgomg members of the Parish Councrl

Paul Jamgotchian

especrally Mr. Ardcshes Der Ancmarb\cnd Mrs. Borbcrra Sahagrcn. He then congratulated the newly ?

elected oft"cers, who were ‘as follows

Pcrrlsh Counci l:

Nominating: Commitee:

*

Auditing Committee:

'

adjourn at 3:55 P. M.

cCOhWN —
. * -

. »
| .

Nancy Kasarjian -

. Gregory Krikorian

Rose Minassian
Stephen Panosian
Robert P. Proodian -

. Richard Surabian

Altemnate: Ardashes Der Ananian

Jack. BiAchd.i' fan
Ira Habeshian

.Eugene Raphaelian:
 Peter.Talanian
Donald Tellalian:

: Gerald A|em|an _
. ., George D. Hagopian

Mary Ann Soursourian

1 . : .
R .

une M. Piranian

English Recording Secretary

At this time; Reverend Kouzouian gave the closing prayer,‘and‘\n}'ith no further

" business to come before the meeting, on motion made and jéeconc.led , the meeting was voted to

Respectfully subrrritted, Ka/ﬂ/jﬁ; o ,



