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February 20, 1972 

The annual Parish Assembly Meeting of the Holy Ascension 
Armenian Church of Bridgeport, Connecticut took place on 
Sunday, February 20, 1972, in the church hall. The chairman 
of the Pariah Council, Dr. Berdj Harabedian, called the meeting 
to order, at 2:10 p.m. The Invocation was delivered by the 
Rev. Father Guregh Kalfayan, Pastor, after which Dr. Harabedian 
greeted the parishioners. The membership roll -rras read by 
Mr. Jack Demirjian, Treasurer, who stated that the church now 
has a membership of 98 members. There were, however, only 31 
members.present. Since this did not constitute a quorum, it 
would be necessary. for a tvro-thirds majori:ty vote or in this 
case, 21 votes, on all decisions made at this Assembly. 

!-irs. Theresa Harabedian was elected secretary of the 
Assembly, and.Mr. Thomas Altoonian was elected chairman. The 
minutes of last years meeting was read and accepted. 

At this point, it rras brought to· the attention of the 
Chair, that the 40th Anniversary Committee Report, as well as 
the special assembly meeting report were not included in the 
day's agenda. It waw explained that the 40th· Anniversary · 
Report would be read under Old Business, and the· special 
assembly report rrould be in the Parish Council Chairman 1 n . 
report, since it had been called by the Parish Council. 

The Pastor explained to the Assembly that his annual 
report would be read in English this year, since he had been 
requested to do so. It included all activities, both Sacra­
mental as well as administrative. He thanked all auxiliaries 
of the church, with specific thanks to the Parisli Council 
Chairman, the organist, choirmaster, and the Deacons. He also 
expl~ined that the Armenian Language School had ceased to 
function since May, 1971 because 'of his ill health. This 
report was accepted as read. 

The Parish Council report was give·n by the Chairm~.n, 
·Dr. Berdj Harabedian, who stated that a total of 29 meetings 
were held in ac;ldi tion to the special combined meeting l'ri th the 
Auxiliaries, in order to_ form a calendar o_f qoming events; 
and 5 affairs were ·spo;tsored solely by the Parish Council dur-
ing the past year. He explained that $ 1,000.00 of the $ 3,500.00 
loan from the bank had been paid, but because of the lack o.f 
.funds, the repairs on the church were not initiated. Also, 
through the untiring effortr.wof the Parish Council, the church 
bulletin, Pari Loor,. was being reprinted. He announced the 
formation of a new Pledge Committee, and through a rotating 
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cystem, tvro Parish· Council llJ.Qmbers.· are present. every Sunday to 
meet the.demands and needs of the·parishioners and the chilrch. In his closing remarks, he thanked everyone for all the help 
received. His report was accepted andread and submitted to 
the Chair. 1 

• 

. Upon the request of Mr •. James Kernicky1 _~pairman of the 
Bazaar Committee,.it was announced by the Ct\IQ!.Ir, that his report 
t-rould be re·ad at this poiri.'t on .the agenda,_ because Mr. Kernicky 

_had a previous eng~gement. l{r. Kernicky read to the Assembly 
a letter previously "VTri tten to the' Parish Council, giving in. 
detail, a financial report'. The net income .of the Bazaar to" 
qat_e totaled $ 4,487 .oo, wi ~b. some outstanding money yet to 
come in •. Mr. Kernicky thanked everyone for the success of the 
Bazaar. His report was accepted as read and submitted to the Ohair. 

The report of the Youth G~oup was given by_Miss Jb~Ann · 
Dinihanian, chairman •. She .. !3Xplained "t!hat a $ 50.00 check would 
be presented to the Parish Council at a later date. She also 
explained that she f'el t little or no interest was being shotm 
to increase the number in this Group; The initial.enrollment 
of the Group was 16, but now it was doWh to 7. After much 
discussion, it m.:ts suggested that this Youth Group as-sociate 
itself.with the A. C. Y. 0. A., which is the special organi-. 
zation for our church youth. It was explained .to Miss Dinihan- . 
ian that involving the_youth group with.the A.C.Y.O.A. would 
mean involvement in community affairs, as t-Tell as Athletics, 
church proceedure ·and social affa.irs. A motion was made that 
the·Youth Group get together with the Parish Council and a 
Central Council member from New York in a joint meeting to dis­
cuss a possible A.C.Y.O.A. chapter in Bridgeport. This motion 
was passed. Miss Dinihanian's report was accepted as read 
and submitted to the Chair~ 

· The Diocesan Delegate's report of the 69th Assembly held 
on April30, 1971, in Montreal, Canada, was read by Mrs. Theresa 
HarabediRn, in the absence 'of Dr. James Etmekjian. This report 
was accepted as read ana submitted to the Chair. It was 
suggested thG.t a letter of 'thanks be sent to Dr. Etmekjian. 

The Sunday School report l'Tas omitted in absence of a 
representative. · 

The Armenian Language School report was read by Dr. Berdj 
Harabedian. He gave a financial report :vri th a present balance 
of $ 92.99. He also informed the Assembly that at the close 
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of the· Armenian. School in I~y, there rras an enrollment of 12 
students. He also explained that the Langus.ge Shool would 
re-open when,the Pastor's health permitted him to resume his 
·duties as instructor •. It .was suggemted by Mr. Amira Dinihanian 
that a te;tcher for the Language School be obtained. _Dr. Hara-
bedi~n explained to the Assembly that the committee had con­
sidered this, but was unsuccessful in recruiting a teacher. His 
report was accepted ar; read, and submitted to the Chair. 

J I -

The Ob.oir report uas re-ad -by Mrs_ •. Sonia Trapasso. She gave 
a financia~ report,.and.the present balance stands at$ 66.63. 
She also stated that 'the· situation of the Ohoir is dire. Members 
are desperately needed to be tr.ained·as well as weekly parti­
cipation· on Sundays_ •. A suggestion was made that the senior · 
members of the Sunday School participate in Ohoir duties. The 
Assembly was informed that such a program.is in effect. Still 
another suggestion was made to have a professional come in and 
teach the Liturgy.· Mrs. Trapasso's report was accepted as read 
and submitted to the Ohair. 

. . 
ThP. Lactie:! Guild report. ri8..S given .hy Mrs. 1-hrtha Khachadoorian 

in absence of 1 Mrs. Kaye Demirjian. ·A financial report was read, 
and a check in the amo~t of $ 500.00 had been turned over to 
the Parish Council. The present. balance is $ 221.24. Her report 
"t'l'as accepted as read and submitted to the· Ohair. 

... • ' II - . 

The Hr. & !u!rc. Olub report wan read by Hrs. Virginia 
Kalfaian, chairman. At present· there. are 24 coupleri as paid 
memberv. The names of the:new officers were read to the Assembly 

. I 
and a run dOim of all the affairs of the past year rras given. 
The present balance in their.account is$ 140.00.' Tne amount of 
$ 100.00 had been given to the Parish Council. 1-!rs. Kalfaian 
irent on to .say they are looking forward to a successful year 
and continued service to the cnurch and the community. Her report 
was accepted as read and submitted to the Chair. 

The Pledge Committee report was given by·Mrs. Theresa 
Harabedian, who reported the _original ide~ of canvassing house 
to house with the Parish Oonncil and Pledge Committee members 
was not successful, because some of the committee members were 
refused when trying to make appointmen~s.with the parishioners.· 
However, 300 families have,been-contacted.~ither by mail or · 
personal visitc. The Pledge System was ·explained and the.i~portance 
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of filling out .the form promptly and mailing i:t to the church 

t 

. was stressed. Some guidel:ines as to how much one r:;hould 
contribute toward the pledges were offered. It wan suggested 
that besides the membership dues· of $ 32.00 per couple, one 
mi~t· consider $ 1.00 per week .per person for the· pledge·, total­
big $ 132.00 per couple. It was also. otated that the committee . 
han set its goal for $ -5,000.00. The Assembly rras also informed 
about .the· new telephone directory, which is Get· to go into print 
this year. This report was accepted as read and r;ubmi tted to 
the Cha:i:t ~ · 

The Auditing -Committee report was given by Mr. Thom:;~.s 
Altoonian. He stated that the-books were in good order. 

. . - .. 

- The Treasurer's report was read by Mr. Jack D~mirjian. 
Oopies of the financial otatements were issued to ull. After 
a question and answer period, the treasurer suggested that the 
professional accountant continue to_audit the booko each year, 
as "the church is gro'i'Ting and needs this service". The entry of 
$ 554.00 in the expenditure column rras asked to be -Explained by 
Mr. Andrew T~raian. Mr. Demirjian read separate expenses for 
·cleaning and"services Which covered this amount. The treasurer's 
r~port vras accepted as read and. submitted to the Ohair. . 

i The projected budget fo~_l972 was presented by Mr. Ralph 
Trapasso, the amount beingl$ 11,971.00, an increase of$ 2,69l!l00J 
over last years budget. Mr. Tyapasso explained each column 
separately, etating that the Pastor's salary was being shown · 
~ith an increase of 5 3/4% over .the previous years, due to the 
rising costs .in living. He also explained that practically all 
the itams in the·projected 1972 budget were increased at xhht 
rate because· ofssimilar reasons. D.uring the discussion a 
question vras .rained if there were at the present any large un-
paid hills. r.rr. Demirjian answered, that other than the collateral 
loan of $ 2,500.00, there -is only Attorney'Xing's bill of $ 257.00, 
plus the monthly expenses of the church. A second question was 
-raised as to .hovr much does it cost to run this church. Mr. 
Demirjian explained that "we should figure on$ 1,500.00 a month". 
It was ~uggested at this point of the discumsion that all bodies 
of the church pull,their forces together and work harder this 
y.ear, in order to meet the expenses of the church. A motion was 
made that the budget be accepted as read. Discussion followed. 
ft ~a~ suggested that the 6apital expenditure~ should not be 
ilJ.LiJ..!..TI~T.ee 
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illiminated in the 1972 budget. Mr. Jack -Demirjian also ntated 
that the Pasto~s raise should not-be considered at thin time. 
He also stated that such a proposal shoul~ come from the general 
assembly. He_also recommended 'that Line 1 in the projected 1972 
budget co·ncerning the Pastor 1 s raise· in salary be tre:J. ted separ­
ately an should the $ 7,000.00 which was proposed in last years 
assembly for the improvements_ of the church. The motion 1-'TaS defeated. 

~ At this time a motion was made that 1-re ac~ept th'e 1972 
projected budget with the-propqsed $ 7,000.00 be included in the 

·capital expendfutur.es, _bringing:n.:f;lie total. to $ 24,971.00 for the 
projected budget for 1972. Under discussion for this motion, 
it was suggested by Mr. Amira Dinihanian that the repairs of the. 
church be postponed for one year. Mr. Dinihanian offered to repair 
the windows which are in dire need. _.After much further discusoion, 
Mr. Richard Papasian volunteered-to be chairman of a special' 
committee in order- to raise the necessary funds of $ 7,000.00 for 
the repairs of the church, and further stipulated that he would 
like 'to choose his o1m committee. This w-as_ accepted by the general 
assembly. It ~ras then brought to. the attention.of.all that the 
5 3/4% increase in the Pastor's salary should have been shown on 

. the agenda, when it 1"ras mailed out to th~ parishioners. Mr.· 
Demirjian recommended that the Pastor's increase not be accepted. 
The chairman of the Parish:. Council wa!> then asked to comment on 
this. Dr. Harabedian explained that the question of Der Hayr's 
salary was presented at the last meeting of the Parish Council 
prior. to the General Assembly. However, he stated it was not 
a unanimous vote, but a melljori ty. At. this point, the chairman 
of the Assembly declared all discusrdon cease and a vote was taken 
on the proposed-motion._ This motion was de,eated. 

'f-. A second motion was then made by 1-ll'. Andrew Taraian. to insertt 
the$ 7,000.00 for capital expenditures.and to chang~ Line 1, 
regarding the Pastor'e salo.ry, to $ 8,3ao.o·o, instead of the proposed 
$ 8,800.00; and to bring up the questio~ of the Pastor's salary 
under New Business~ thereby accepting the 1972 projected budget 
for a grand total of $ 24,491.00. This was seconded by Mr. Demirjian. 
The motion was pacsed. · 

TheNominat.ing Committee'~ proposed slate for Parish Council 
for 1972 were the following: 

_, 
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Mr. Sam Jevarjian--------~-------12 votes 
!vir.· Robert Jezairian-----.::.-------24 votes· 
Hr. George 1-Ialjanian------;_--~---18 vo.tes 
Mr. John Dinihanian-..;.------------10 votes 
~~. Perry.Shegirlan-----~------~-19 votes 
Mr. Harr~ Tashjian-------~---•---11 votec 
l.fr. Vartan Umanar------..:---------11 vote::: 
11rs. Annie Kh.achiun---:-----...;~-~----15 votes 

t 

Mrs. Annie K..~achian 1 s name was proposadriillom the :f:l.oor. It was 
.. explained thu.t the assembly mu::;t vote for 4 names.. Mr. Tara ian 

·also explained that one Diocesan Delegate and one Alternate 
Delegate should also be voted on for a three year period. The 
proposed slate included only .Mr. Thomas Al too·ninn 1 s name. 
However,· the follorring nam·ec were prop·ooed from the floor. 

Mrs. Mart~Khachadoorinn------------------5 votes l-frs. Keghan Stambolian--;.. ___ ..:, ________ . _____ 5 votes 
Mr. Richard Kalfaian-.:.--------------------15 votec 

_Hr. Thom:;~.s Altoonian----------------------19 votes 

The elected Parish Council members were Robert Jezairian, George 
Maljanian, ·Perry Shegerian, and Mrs. Annie Khachian. 

The Diocesan Delegate elected was Mr .. Thomas Altoonian, andthe 
Alternate, Mr. R~chard Kalfaian. 

A motion was made to keep the same nominating committee for 
1972, which consists of: Mr. Richard Papasian, Mr. Andrew Taraian, 
and Mr. Paul Jamgochian. · . · · . 

The following slate was presented by the Nominating Committee 
for the election of the. Aud~ting Committee: Mr. Leo .Malkasian,. 
1-!r. Jack Demirjian, Mr. Richard Najarian, and Hr ... Martin Moo:Jhjian. 
A motion was made to accept the entire slate of names. ·This ~as pas~ed. 

' 

A motion was made then to accept N:rs. Betty Dinihanian, Mr. 
Amira Dinihanian, and Mr. Paul Jamgochian for the Armenian Language 
School Oommi ttee.. This was also pn~ted. · · 
i~r The following rrere elected to nerve on the Pledge Committee: 
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r s . Annie Kh chian, r . Vartan U n~r, 
Ginny K lf i an, and Mrs . Betty ltoonian . 

otion wa m de t ha t t ~ elec~lon of th~ Buildin C i ttee 
be t bled and tn t t ~ Parish Council arr n e cl 1 me tin 1n 

60 d ya t o dis cu a nev 1 te . Thi p • ed . 

o sl te w • pre en t _d ominatin Co ittee for a 
Bazar Committee . HoW)V r , embly w~ infor~ d th t the 

o in tln Co ittee w cons iderin pproachin the Mr . & Mr . 
,0lub . It was ur PG ted th..., t th"' Eon. in_.._ tin· Com.mi tt.J'J .. ) ) .·o :.ch 
the people who were on the late for th · P r_ Counci l, but 'v-;r.., 
not elected , n d al• o t o appro ch n# nd 11 volunteer • The 

o 1 t n Oo i t t i th~ t o r eport their rc~ult to the 
ari h Council, o th t thef in turn C'in et up the d t for the 
lt-Cl 1 Pari h .ti• embly . Thi ·w nut in the form of motion 
nd pr..., _, d . 

OLD BUSI ESS : 

The 40th Annivera ry 
Trapas• o . He tated th t 
to the Pari h l~cil He 
which helped make th ff 

s read . 

Committee re nort wa• iven by Mr . R lph 
the net nrofit of 72§ . 00 w tr nsferred 

1 o t hanke d e v e ryone for th-ir upport 
tr a ucces• . Hi renort w cc epted 

r. mlr Dinih nlan then •k-d the Cha ir ex a c tly how uch 
money was in the checkin ccount . r . Altoonian e xplaln e d th t 
a• of Dec . 31 , 1971 , the ba l anc e i 4 , 194 . 00 . 

BUSIN~SS : 

~ A motion was made by ich~rd Ka lf i n tha t t~e Prie t ' • •tipend 
be r ai ed to the or ~ inal 8 , 800 . 00, shown i n th e project d 
bud e t of 1972 . It wa n e ce s ary to t ke a n~w c ount f e b ers a• 
•ome h d a l ready l ef t . At th~ time of the vote , 19 me b e r s wer 
pre ent . In checkin the by-1 w•, it was n - cess ry to h v e a 2/3 
vote of t1oae pre ent , or 13 votes . The motion w defe te d . (12 to 7) 

eetin adjourned t 8 : 00p •• with the Benediction by the Pa tor . 

D ~t;:.t£~ctfully ubmi tted , 
UREGH KALFA~N lt~, __/~ ~ REV . 

r . Th resa Har bedi n, S_ c .etary 
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