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A si9nificant year has terminated in the life of- .our com.Jiunity an~ the church. 
we have celebrated the 200th birthday of our country and the 45th anniveraa~~ 
of our church. As the years are absorbed into history, the acta, deeds, and 
achievements of men and women, church communities and countries leave a re­
cord for the survivors to study, rosearch, ponder upon, search new perspect-
ives, and plan for the years ahead. ·~ 

Last year I titled my report an "Annual Checkup•. To9ether we examined the 
overall health and vitality of our pariah. We were satisfied, gratified, and 
hoped for the beat. This year, since we are more established, better orCjJan­
ised'J; and with expanded activities we are in a position, like 900d business­
men, -to take inventory,. in order to determine the difference between the past 
and our present. · 

An Annual Assembly is usually associated with 9ivin9 and receiving many re­
ports, electinCjJ officers, and buoyin9 ourselves in lots of bookwork, budCjJeta, 
and appropriations. Like secular businesses, we too have to take inventory 
to make sure that all the ~i~urea and •merchandiae•·correapondwith the reality 
they actually posses at the end of the ·fiscal year. 

Por a consciencioua Pastor, takingo inventory can be a painful process. You 
may discover that some of the •merchandise~ you thought you possessed has been 
lost or stolen. You may discover glarinq.errors, miscalculations, and mia­
underatandinjs that can·throw every oft. 

Yet, it is also an exhilarating process, for ~nee it is ov~r and everything 
ia reconciled, then you have the satisfaction of knowing that what your fig• 
urea and appraisals show is really _what it is. · 

Th'ls 'li1vtfr1tory ·a.t-~t.Jia·~~cfoap'l~tlon' ot·'ario~litir y~~a~-, Cit. o~r' cti"utch :-li'fe affords ....... 
all of us an opportunity to also take a personal inventory, to asses what is 
transpiring within us, to face those thin9a which hinder us fro~ bein9 the 
persona we are called upon by God, to be, and to reaffirmthat which we 
believe is important and necessary for our growth and maturity, and our in­
volvement in God's work~ and the nation 1 a work, while in-this world. 

Introspection - that is lookin9 inward, self-examination, is always difficult, 
as well as exciting and rew4rding. When we look inward, ~e beqin to ask 
questions, and then try to coma up·with the real answers. 

Thinkin~ and pondering alonq these linea, .I can sincerely communicate to you 
that during this period I have tried, to the best of my ability, to attent 
to the spiritual needs-, admin_istrative chorea, and educational programs by 
officiating, preaching, lecturing, organizing, providing leadership, visiting, 
writing, printing, by hearing and abaorbinq the cries of need and by having 
an in-depth evaluation _of every event and every situation. 

I have shared my experience, knowledge and spiritual wealthwith the young 
·and old, who have made this little church an object of their love and concern, 
and have stood by their pastor through thick and thin, supporting him in every 
respect. 
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As I prepare this Annual 'Report, my thou9h't.s 'are focused an·d drawn to. the 1 

former pastors, tru~tees, delegate~, ~enef~ctors, ~odf~thera, deacons, 
choir members, Sunday School and Armenian School Teachers, members .of the 
various orgariizations from the co~aecration of this edifice and on down, . 
to the beloved individuals who passed eway during the year of 1976. sam 
Jevarjian, Paul Jamgochian, Mother Elmas Dushugian, vartan stambolian, 
Uaigouhi Nigoaian, and Nishan Kolligian, for whom X would like to say an 
•uokvots• ~t this time. • · 

1. 

i. 

RELIGIOUS WORSHIP Soorp Badarak baa been offered on 49 
sermons have been preach~d in Armenia~· and in Bn.ltsh. 
sundays, ~pecial$ermon~tte~ were ala~ preached for the 
sunday School pupils. 

sun4ays, and 
on. various 
benefit of our 

ori Special ~~casiori~, ~ervicea we~e conduct~~: according to Diocesan 
. direct.'ivea and church calendar. 

At this time I would like to thank each and every member of the Choir, 
Mrs •. X.eghan Stambolian 1 Deac'on I'. Yapouj ian, ·Brand Rakej ian, Brand 
Arakelian, and our.organiat. Yeretsqin Grace Arakelian, who faithfully 
rendered their servi~es through~ut th~ entire year. · 

our thanks· also the Kr_. Edward Jevarjian, for dry cleaning all our 
choir robesr to Hmes.· Pelice Avakian, Siranoush Demirjian, and Verjin 
Jevarjian, for preparing Sunday •Has• with their combined efforts and 
a~ their perso~al expenses. · 

S~ecial tb~nka are also extended t~ ~ll the Executive Committee mem• 
. her.a . .of :our -various. -organisations",.-- their . Chairmen jt .who· :·along with the 
Pastor, a~ared the h~avi~i load of ~es~o~sibilities and anxie~ies. 

2. RITUALS One Baptized, Two Confirmed,· Three Harried; Si~--c!i'eaths, 44 
Requiem services, seven, Hemoriai Day blessing of Gr-aves. 

3. 'PASTORAL VXSITATXONS These visitations are categorized as'.eoilovs, 
a. Hospital (sick calla) b.: Nursing Hom·ea (sick and elderly) c. Shut~,.,:;· 
ina d • Home calla for counselinq and family ex-isis . e • Home calla to . , .. 
bereaved families f. Home calls for happy occasions g. Home Blessings 
h. Welcoming visits x. Family social ·visits j. Visits to other church 
groups and organisations k. Administrative and business call.s 
1. Fund-raising visits m. Miscellaneous Total visitations ••. 139. 

4. .Administrative Duties This includes 'office, clerical work, correspond• 
ence answering inquiries,.· manaqement, · Pariah Council and church a!- . 

'filiated organizations,· general and committee meetings, attendance at. 
functions of said:organizationa, promotion and execution of cultural 
and educational programs, involvement and,loadership,in social concern 

· 'projects,· issuance of certificates, directives, execution of proposals, 
and 'decisions of various Bodies, and miscellaneous chores. 

5 • PUBLICATIONS AHD CIRCULARS . _. . 

The •voice a has been published and mailed_ to our parishioners, as well 
as throughout the country and abroad, to ·a mailing liat. of 800 addresses, 
consisting of 32 pages in each issue. The entire editing, art. work, -~ 
typing, printing and mailinc;r, is handled by the Pastor and Yeret.a9in 

· Grace Arakelian. .. 
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The "Voice• baa b~ought us acalaim)~and introduced our parish 
tbrOUCJhout the entire. Diocese. as .a lively, p~ogresaive and · · · 
up-coming community. . . 

unsolicited.contributiona, mostly from out•of-town donora, have 
made our chur~h:bulletin self·a~p~orting, and evon a profit-making 
enterprise. · • 

Xn addition to the "Voice" apecial pamphlets with artistic render­
inCJ, advertiainq ~ur various func~iona and affairs, ae well •• 
"in lieu of flowers•, Chriatma~ and Eaater "Yugh~kin" donations 
lista, number 39, have been edited, printed• addreosed and mailed, 
again by the same team. 

At our personal expense, we have mailed 368 Christmas, Hedding, 
Get-well, Sympathy, Birthday, and .miscellane~us carda during this 
y&ar~ on tho appropriate dates ~n4 occasions. 

The updating- and corructing the addresses on our mailing list have 
~een-anotherti~e-consuming project. 

6. ORGANIZATIONS 

Our church bffiliated organisations functioned diligently~ except 
the Hr ' Mrs Club, and they had collllittee meetinqs, luncheons,. 
dinners, programs,. eta. ·The pastor availe~ hi~self and p~e~ided 
ove~ all of'theae activities without.fail. 

' )I 

There is no doubt that at thia time we are faced with new and urgent 
situations, pr~jeats, undertakings, and.·firat-priori~y a~ti6ns. - · 

our interest and concern aa members of this pariah should not be limited 
to balancing budgets, attending secular affalra, dinners, parties, but 
rather our concern should be aimed at rekindling the faith of our Fathers, 
preserving our heritage, orienting and educating ourselYeS and our child­
ren in and with our Armenian spirit and-culture. Your church attendance 
in this instance iu moat imperative. 

Xt is of the utmost importanc~ that ve have .a NEW HOME, a NBW CHURCH, with 
and auditorium, Sunday School rooms,. and all that is nececaaryi with ·the 
purchase of acreage in a .suburban area, end commence with the construction 
of this project. t strongly recommend that westart'a C41i1pt.lign with a 
KtCK .. OJ!'!' BANQVBT, during this coming year. 

To wagu ~healthy interest within the ranka.of our youth, ·t recommend the 
appointment of a Youth Director, Choir Director; the formi'ng of a Junior 
Choir, the training of Deacons and Acolytes, and a Junior Pariah Council. 

A Membership Drive is imperative.and a fundamental neceaaity to consolidate 
our pariah wi~h committed men and women •. We know there ia· a great influx 
of new comer• into our area~ ·Therefore X recoiiUiend a two category membershipa 

a. Collllllunlaant ·. b. contributing memberahlp 

communicant members will be compriaed of voting,.office-taking, regular church 
attending and. responsible members of the churaht. 

ContributinCJ membership will include all families, no matter what denomination 
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or conviction they follow, and who would affiliate themselves with 
the Holy Ascension Armenian Church of Southern .Connecticut, and who 
would contribute to ita aaintena~ce, projects, _and would llk~ to 
attend,' enjoy, and benefit. of, all the proqrams of the church. 

~he weekly Pledg• System will be regulated and better organized and 
controlled. with the establishment of the dual system of uiel&be'rship. 

~he project of establishing a ·parish register will b·e the by-product 
of this effort. X have already started this, and have r~giatere~ 1 

· 

31 families .. 

We now look forward· to the .year ahead with the anticip'ation that God 
h~a-even·great~rblosaings in store for us in .1977~ Let ua 1all be 
re'aliatic and.'optimistic and conti'nue to worship, aer'Ve, love, and 
sacrifice faithfully and ·reqularly. 

... '. 

Glorious prospects -and great challenges are ahead,,a~d we shall over­
come~ Remember, there is nothing that' God, you, and ua together, can-
not accomplish. Thank you and God bless you. · . . .... 

. z&%1mod~ 

., 
. ', .'l. 

Rev. Levon Arakelian 
Pastor . 
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