pitS LOR'S ARNUAL REPORT - WOR THE YEAR 1976 ; .

!

A uignificant year has ecrminated 1n the life of our’ comnunity and the church.-

We have celebrated the 200th birthday of our country &and the 45th anniversary
of our church., As the years are absorbed into history, the acts, deeds, and
achievements of men and women, church communities and countries leave a re-
cord for the survivors to study, rosearch, ponder upon, search new perspect-
ives, and plan for the years ahead. 3

Last year I titled my report an “Annual Checkup®. Together we examined the
overall health and vitality of our parish, We were satisfied, gratified, and
hoped for the best, This year, since we are more established, better organ-
ized;  and with expanded activities we are in a position, like good business-
" men, to take 1nvgntory. in order to determine the difference haetween the past
and our present,

An Annual Assembly is usually associated with giving and receiving many re-
'pores, ‘electing officexs, and busying ourselves in lots of bookwork, budgets,
and appropriations. Like secular businesses, we too have to take inventory

to make sure that all the figures and ‘ma:chandise“«corroapondwith the reality
they actually possgses at the end of the filcnl year.,

For a consciencious Pastor, taking inventory can be a painful process. You
may discover that some of the "merchandise" you thought you possessed has been
lost or stolen. You may discover glaring. errors, miscalculationc, and nis~
understandings that can throw every off.

Yet, it is also an exhila:ating process, fdr’once it is évit and evérything
is reconciled, then you have the satisfaction of knoving that what your fig-
ures. and appraisals ahov 1: :aally what it 15. ‘

" This inventory at the conpletlon of another year ‘Of our’ chutch 11!0 affords

all of us an opportunity to also take a personal inventory, to asses what is
transpiring within us, to face those things which hinder us from being the
persons we are called upon by God, to be, and to reaffirm that which we -
believe is important and necessary for our growth and maturity, and our in-
volvement in God's work, and tha nation's votk, wvhile in’ this world.

Introspection ~ that is looking inwara, salf-exnmination, is alwaya difficult,
as well as exciting and rewarding. When we look inward, ve beagin to ask :
queationa, and then try to come up: with the real answers.

Thinking and pondering along these linea, I can sincerely communicate to you

. that during this period I have tried, to the best of my ability, to attent

to the spiritual needs, administrative chores, and educational programs by
officiating, preaching, lecturing, organizing, providing leadership, visiting,
writing, printing, by hearing and absorbing the cries of need and by having
an in-depth evaluation of evo:y event and eavery situation.

I have shared my oxparianca. knowledge and spiritual wealth with the young
"and old, who have made this little church an object of their love and concern,
and have stood by their pastor through thick and thin, supporting him in every
respect, ,

-
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As T propa:e this Annual Repo:t, my thouqhts ‘are !ocusad and drawn to the
former pastors, trustees, delegates, bcnetactora, Godfatba:s. deacons,
choir members, Sunday School and Armenian School Teachers, members of the
various organizations from the consecration of this edifice and on down, .
to the beloved individuals who- passed away during the year of 1976, Sam
Jevarjian, Paul Jamgochian, Mother Elmas Dushugian, Vartan Stambolian,
Haigouhi Nigosian, and Nishan Kclligian, for whom I would like to say an
"Hokvots"® at this time., .

1.  RELIGIOUS WORSHIP Soorp- Badarak has been oitered on 49 Sundayl. and
sermons have been preached in Armenian and in Bnqliah., On warious
Sundays, special: Se:monette- were also preached tor the benefit of ou:
Sunday Bchool pupils.

- Oon Special occaaiona, services were conducted ncco:ding to Diocesnn
ditectives and church calendar. :

At this time I would like to thank cach and every ‘member of the Choir,
Mrs. Xeghan Stambolian, Deacon P. Yapoujian, Hrand Rakejian, Hrand
Arakelian, and our Organist Yeretzgin Grace Arakelian, who fajithfully
rande:ad their nervioel throughout the entire yeat.

‘Ou: thanks also the Mx. Edward Jeva:jian. for dry cleaning all our
choir robes; to Mmes, Felice Avakian, Siranoush Demirjian, and Verjin
Jevarjian, for p:apa:ing Sunday "Mas® with their combined efforts and
at their personal expanses.

_ Special thanks are also extended to all the Executive Committee mem-
.bers .of our various organisations,  their Chairmen, who -along with the -
Pastor, ahared the heavier load of :alponsibilitiam and anxicties.»

2. ‘RITUALS Ona Baptized, TwO COntirmed, Three uazried. six deatha. 44
Requien sgtvices. Sovan. Memorial Day blelsing of Graves. . o

3. 'PABTORAL VISITATIONS These visitations are cctogorizcd as follows; :
a. Hospital (sick calle) b. Nursing Homes (sick and elderly) c. Shut~ .. ..
ins d. Home calls for counseling and family crisis e, Home calls to
bereaved families £, Home calls fox happy occasions g. Home Blessings
h., Welcoming visits XI. Family social visits j, Visits to other church
groups and organiszations k., Administrative and husiness call.s
1. Fund~-raising vicits M uiscellancoua Total viaieationn. .. 139, .

4;v,Adm1nlstrativo Duties This includes . oftice. ¢lerical ‘woxrk, corresponds-
. ence answering inquiries, nanagoment, Parish Council and church af- .
‘f£iliated organizations, general and committee meetings, attendancé at
£unct10ns of said organizations, promotion and execution of cultural
and educational programs, involvement and leadership in social .concexrn
“projcctn, issuance of certificates, directives, execution of proposals,
and decisions of various Bodies, and mincelluneoul chores,
5. PUBLICATIONS AND CIRCULARS

The "Voice™ has been published and mailed to our parishioners, as well
as throughout the country and abroad, to a mailing list of 800 addresses,
consisting of 32 pages in each issue., The entire editing, art work,
typing, printing anad muilinq, is handled by the Pastor and !e:etcgin

. Grace Arakelian. : VRS, o
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The “"Voice” has brought us acclainm,-and introduced our pnrieh
throughout the entire Diocese as a 11ve1y, p:oq:esaive and
up-coming oomnunity. , .

'Unsolicited contributions; mostly fron 6ut-o£-town dono:a, have
nade our church bulletin uelt-luppoxtinq, and evan a profit—making
- enterp:laa. o ’

In additton to the 'VOice“ .pocial pamphletl wlth artistic :onde:-
ing, advertising our various functions and affzira, as well as '
“in lieu of flowers®, Christmas and Easter. "Yughakin" donations
lists, nunkter 39, have been edited, printed, addressed and mailed,
again by the same tean, : ‘

‘At our po::onal expense, we have mailed 368 Christnaa, Wedding,
. Get-well, Sympathy, Birthday, and miscellaneous cards during this=
. year, on the appropriate dates und occasions. '

The pdatinq and corracting the udd:easea on our mailing list have
been another time-conenning ptoject.

6. ORGANIZATIONS . -

. Our church affiliated organizaticns functioned diligently, except
~the Mr & Mrs Club, and'they had committee meetings, luncheons,.
dinners, programs, etc., The pastor availed himself and ptesidea
‘over all of these activities vithout tatl.,
E ,(‘
Thera ie no doubt that at this time we are faced with new and urgont
situations, projects, undortnkinqa, and.- fixct-pzioriﬁy &ctiona. -

Our interest and concern as monbe:- of this parilh shculd not be 11m1ted

. to balancing budgets, attending secular affairs, dinners, parties, but
rather our concern should be aimed at rekindling the faith of our Fathers,
preserving our heritage, orienting and educating ourselves and our child-
ren in and with our Armenian spirit and onltnre. Your church attendance
in this instance is nont inperativa¢ : A

It is of the utnost 1mportanca that we have a usw HOME, a NEW cnuacn, with
and auditorium, Sunday School rooms, and all that is necessary, with the
purchase of acreage in' a suburbar area, and commence with the construction
of this project. I strongly recommend that we atart a canpaign with a =
KICK=QFF aaugvnr, du:ing this c¢oming year,

To wage & healthy interest within tha ranks ot our youth, 1 :econmend the

appointment of a Youth Dixector, Choir Director, the forming of a Junior

Choir, the training of Deacona ‘and Acolytes, . and a Juntot Pariah Council.

A Membership Drive is 1mpa:at1ve and a tundamental nocezsity to consolidate

. our parish with committed men and women. We know there is a great influx

of new comers into our area, Thexefore I recommend a two category membership:
a. cOmmunlcant o 3b. Contribhting memborship :

Communicant nombers will be comprised of votinq, o!!ice-takinq, regular church
attending and’ taspounible momber- of the church.

cOntributinq_nemherlhip will include all families, no matter what denomination
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;or conviccion they tollow, and who would affiliate themselvas with

the Holy Ascension Armenian Church of Southern COnnectiout, and who

"~ would contribute to its maintenance, projects, and would like to
attend, enjoy, and benefit of all the programs of the church.

The weekly Pledge syatem will bo xegulated and better organized and
cont:olled with the eatablishment of the dual systen of menbership.,

The project of establiahing a patish reglater will be the by-product"
of this effort., I have al:eady ‘started this, and have registered '
a1 familiea.

'We now look forward to the .year ahead with the anticipation that God
‘has even: graatar blesaings in store for us in 1i577. Let us ‘all be
realistic ‘and optimistic and continue to wozship. serve, love, and
aacrifice £aith£n11y and regulatly. .

‘Glorious prospecta and great challenges are ahead;‘and wo shall over-
come, Remenber, there is nothing that God, you, and us togethe:, can-
not acccmplish. Thank’ you and God bless you.

7 x%n %/&za,

Rev, Levon Arakelian )
Pastor . -



