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PASTOR'S ANNUAL REPORT

It is hard for me to believe that two weeks ago, I
started my fifth year of service as the Pastor of our 57 year old
Holy Ascension Parish,

Together with the Parish Council, I am charged with
providing leadership to this Parish and responsible for the spiritval
life and work of this congregation.

I accept my responsibilities with total commitment to our
Lord, the Armenian Church and her people.

With the help of God and the services and support of our
faithful people, we have completed another successful year.

In general, 1 am happy to see that the Church attendance
has gone up, the number of members have increased (in spite of having
lost many members in recent years) the number of children who are
attending our Sunday and Armenian Schools have increased, the number
of actively involved parishioners in our parish life has also increased.
These are all good news. And all these, because of you and your commitment
to our Lord and our beloved Church,

In 1987, we had 6 permanently active organizations and
another 4-=5 temporary committees, which are formed as a certain time

of the year to do a particular job.
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was full of different activities. Here are some of

cultural, social and fund-raising events.

éunday School's Christmas Party

~Annual Parish Assembly

Celebration of Vartanantz Feast - Dinner &
Program. The beautiful program was prepared
by.our Armenian School chlldren.

Michink Lenten Dinner by Women's Gulld

. Every Wednesday during Lient we had '""Peace.
and Rest!" service followed by lectures 1n
the church hall.

"-Women's Saint's Day bus trip to Fairlawn, N.J. -

-Luncheon with guests from the Women's Guild
Central Council. . ,
-Ch01rs Palm Sunday Dlnner

Madagh Dinner & Program, Ara Kalaydjian, Editor,
of the Mirror-Spectator newspaper wasthe guest
speaker,

»—Aprll 2l Badarak 7PM & Coffee Hour

<A video was shown about Hlstorlo Armenia.

Annual Rug Sale‘
~Annual Clergy Conference & Dlocesan Assembly
-ACYOA'S Mother's Day Breakfast
=Bus:Trip to New York's Avery Fisher Hall to'
hear the Troupadour Choir from Armenia

=56th Anniversary Dinner. & Program.

A video,was‘sh0wn about Jeruselamu
First Annual Dinner Dance

Annual Church Picnic

‘First Pre-Bazaar Dinner & Program
Hagop Garabents, wrlter, was the guest
speaker. _

Bus trip to New York's Avery Flsher Hall to
hear the State Choir of Armenia
-Second Pre-Bazaar Dinner & Program ‘
Zarmine' Boghosian, Principal of Bayside's
Armenian School was the guest speaker.

~Mt. Ararat Festlval and Bazaar

Bus trip to St. Vartan's Cathedral N.Y. C to
see His Holiness Catholicos Vasken I and attend

- His banquet at the Hilton.

44Unfortunately, Prlmate's lecture about

‘Gomldas Vartabed was. cancelled.

Women's Guild Annual Assembly

~=Pastor's Sunday
_-Chrlstmas Eve Serv1ce & Coffee Hour
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In 1987, I have pres1ded ‘over 100 organ1zat10nal and
commlttee meetlngs and I have made the same amount of v181ts to my
parlshloners,,to the elderly, to the sick, and v1s1is for other
purposes, such as to coqncel,‘to.hless homes, to give»communion to
'Shut—ins‘etc.: - o |

I have performed Baptisms

2
4ﬂ-c Weddings
-5 - Funerals

in myhchurch. I have partlclpated 1n two. funerals and one. weddlng in
“other- 81ster churches.~ o ‘
Outs1de of my Parish I have attended to the following

~ functions:

InﬁFeb; - »Cleréy retreat (one week) in Larchmont, N.Y..
C .' Ghevontiantz Feast Day celebration in Falrlawn, N.J.
In Mar. —‘-Women's Saints Day at Sts Leon's Church Nede
In Apr. - On Aprll 2L, partlclpated at the memorial program and
: - service at the State Capital, in.Hartford, where thes .
- Governor ‘also spoke about the Genocide.’ |
'In»May' - Clergy Conference & Dlocesan Assembly in Sprlngfleld Ma.
: Attended Fr. Vartan Assadourlan's funeral in New Britain,
Cte . .
In Oct. -. Attended.a dlnner W1th HlS Hollness Cathollcos Vasken I
) - at the Dlocese. ‘ o v . _
In Nov. - 'Attended Vehapar's Badarak at ‘the Dlocese and later the
» banquet at the NY Hilton. :
In Dec. - Attended Trumbull Clergy luncheon and conference at

St. George Albanian Church where we met the newly elected
First Selectman, Mrs. Morag Vance, who spoke to us about
~.the needs and future plans of .the Town of Trumbull.
Just to inform you, in April, 1988, our church will be
. the host to .the group's bl-monthly conference. A
Be81des all these, at least on 3-4 dlfferent occasions;:I
have v151ted our Diocese, met the Prlmate, Vlcar and have been at the

dlfferent departments and bookstore.j
In 1987, for the first time, we had a. dlnner-dance. 1OO A
people attended and it was an engoyable evenlng._ I thank Nazareth

Azarlan, the Chalrman, and all the other committee members for organlzlng o

- 1t,sorwell..
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' We have planned our Second Annual Dlnner Dance and it w1ll
kbe held at Leldle's on Nov. 19, 1988. Hopefully we Wlll have more
people attendlng thls enaoyable event. o . e |

PAINTINGS |

As of - today, we have 3 donors for the church palntlngs.
Four of the palntlngs will: be ready by the end of June 1988. We need ‘
'seven more: donors for these 10 palntlngs. Each palntlng will cost $2, OOO.

HALL RENOVATION

I am sure many of you: already ‘have heard about the hall
renovatlon thatwall start 1n a few Weeks. If you haven't you will
» 7today, when our treasurer presents h1s annual flnanc1al report and budget.
But what I want to- mentlon here 1s thls | o
| | In our last Parlsh Coumnrlumeetlng, we dec1ded to find a
' donor, a- benefactor for the renovatlon expenses of our hall ~and restrooms.rv
;The hall w1ll be. named after the donor s name (or h1s/her families name)

_ " The: amount that we are asklng for is’ %15 OOO.~ This mlght look
‘like a huge sum, but if you take 1nto con81derat10n ‘that the renovatlon
w1ll cost almost tW1ce that amount "I think most of you W1ll agree that~ fr
it's a falr flgure.l For those of Jou. who don't know, I must say that

~this is not a. new 1dea, many churches have done 1t before us, 1nclud1ng
~.our Diocese. , ' |
| : In 1987, our care-taker res1gned from his. pos1t10n and
‘ vacated the Parlsh house. The Parlsh house was’ completely palnted by

our . parlshloners, (thanks to all those who helped us), the rugs were -
",changed a, few thlngs were flxed by Rlchard Kalfalan and Herbert Avaklanb
: (thanks to them also) and was’ rented to four young men.'l :
| o The entire church was also palnted by our Parlsh Counc1l
~members and parlshloners. I thank all those who helped us 1n palntlng

the inside of the church. .

- Slnce‘May 1987,_we_have'a'cleaning woman,»who,comes once a'
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week just to clean our church, both upstairs and down.
In 1988, we are very hopeful to have a part-time caretaker.
All of our Parish Council members agree¢ to this and feel the importance
of having someone responsiblepin charge of maintaining our building.

PURCHASE OF AN ADJACENT PIECE OF LAND

There is a piece of land adjacent to our church property
which is presently for sale for a very attractive price. This will give
us a second entrance to our back 5 acres of property. Details about this
you will hear from Nazareth Azarian, who was asked to investigate about
this land by the Pastor and Parish Council.,.

¢ I hope that this assembly makes the wise decision here today
and approves the purchase. I strongly feel that we should buy this land.
NEW DIRECTORY

We have completed our work with the directory and mailed
the entire up-to-date list of our community to the "New England Church
Directory Ltd". Hopefully, it will be printed within a few months. Here
I thank Mrs., Barbara Bousian for taking this responsibility upon herself.

PLEDGES

As you know, recently new pledge cards were mailed to all
our parishioners and friends, who live in our community and benefit from
the services of our church, Those cards were mailed to over 250 families.
According to our 87 records, only 68 families have pledged to our church.
I strongly believe that each and every family must pledge to our church,
and the amount should be decided by you. Unfortunately, we have many
who never pledge and we have others who never increase,

I hope that we all understand the importance of pledges and
also feel our Christian obligation towards our church.
I personally believe that 1/3 of our annual budget should

come from pledges.

I feel bad many times\to see how our churches in this country
have overburdened Yhemsewes wth A eren -“\AhA’ oA n

rctivities , on Ly 4o \<ee,f> thele p ytcall e xackence.
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have forgotten the true mission of our church,because of a few so=-called
"business-minded" people that neither care nor know about our church.

What good is it to burn the mortgages of our churches, when at the same
time we burn new generations by not giving them proper and basic education
about our religion, language and cultural heritage.

And this mentality and approach is also true, at least for some,
when it comes to the duties of a Parish Priest.

Let me remind you that a Pastor is first of all a Priest,
preacher, teacher, counselor and comforter., How sad it is for me to tell
you that, half of my time is wasted by none essential things, things that
neither has to do with my education nor my training.

And I am saying all this because I love you and because I am
not a careless, lazy shepherd.

Before closing this part, I sincerely thank all those who have
financially supported our church, Here I thank also, the old pledge
committee members, Dr. Berdj Harabedian, Sonia Trapasso and Steve Goomrigian.

A FEW WORDS ABQUT QUR YOUTH

As 1 said in my last year's report, I will repeat the same this
year., More than the help of the Diocese, Pastor or Parish Council, we need
the help of our parents. Yes, the help of a concerned father, the love of
an Armenian mother to bring their sons and daughters to our and their
church services and functions.,

Today, we are worried about the clergy shortage,but I am afraid
thé?day will come when we will worry about the lack of parishioners and

members.,

To guarantee and secure our survival, we need to bring and
teach our youthe

We love our young adults as we love our children. They are
ours, our present and future. Please help us, so that we can help them.

Let's not lecture anymore to each other about the importance
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Vof our youth.‘ Let's act.now and. involve them in ourrparish life.'l

el

I thank very much our two former superlntendents of our
'Sunday and Armenlan Schools, Dora Garabedlan and Marl Yapoualan.

' Both of them served two years. I also thank the two new
superlntendents, June Utecht Sunday School and Salpl Tokatllan of the
'1‘Armen;an Language School.» 1 also thank all the teachers who are helplng 7
' them. RS ‘
| I thank all our ch01r members, VreJ Yapouglan, Chalrman,
Conductors, Charles Ballan and Peter Kapusu21an, Deacons, Vreg Yapoquan, n
. TPom Dabaklan and’ Tom Garabedlan. Organlsts, Vlrglnla Kalfalan and Rose
V'Avaklan. May God increase the number of our ch01r members." .

. I also thank the ACYOA Chalrperson, Mechelle Kasparlan, all

4 the officers and members and their adv1sors, Kim Kasparlan and Steve Avakian,
: Spe01al thanks to. all our, Women ] Gulld members who served our

church for the last two years under the capable chalrmanshlp of Margaret

Azarian. |

FOr“the'first time in-9 yearswof'my priesthoodd I was able to
‘conv1nce a Women's Gulld chalrperson that she does not only belong to thel
' kltchen but also llke school teachers can go to the Dlocese for a week )
_fand follow an Armenlan Studles Program.» My.appre01at10n to her for
,,Understandlng me in thatatmo «5*‘ | ‘ |

- After this group, for the flrst tlme in. 9 years, 1t is

':, dlsapp01nt1ng not to have a Women's Gulld organlzatlon. -I‘don'trknow,

sometlmes God works in h1s own way. Hopefully, this W1llﬂbe?correotéd
N agamn'ln'the future. I thank very much Margaret Azarlan and Barbara
3eKetch1an for attendlng the Women's Gulld Annual Assembly in Sprlngfleld
‘dMa.land representlng our Women's Gulld. ,

. I also thank all the Cultural Commlttee members whose chalrman
1s Ralph Trapasso. The Bulldlng Commlttee members, Edward Jevaralan,
- Chairman, and Rlchard Khachlan, Treasurer.

Spe01al thanks to all those who helped in the typlng ‘and puttlng



' together and malllng our church newsletter, ANI, namely Margaret Azarian
' and Helen Mlsaklan, typlsts, Hermlne Azarlan, Peter and Agnes Kapusu21an,lr
‘Sonla Trapasso and Margle Malka81an. |
I also thank our social- WOrker Margaret Manuglan for helping
morally.our parlsh;gnd frlends. | A | 7
| Thanks to Fellce Avakian and Arshalous Dlnlhanlan for maklng
, our‘church mas. | |
Thanks-to'the_officers of Hye—Timers and the Chairman,CVrej
;Yapoujian. | | | | | ;
Spe01al thanks to all the Rug Sale Commlttee members and their
Chalrman, Shavarsh Papa21an. | |
| Tharks to all the Bazaar Commlttee members, spec1ally Co- :
Chalrmen Archie Mlsaklan and Herbert Avaklan and Treasurer Ralph Trapsso.
I thank Dr. BerdJ Harabedlan, our Dlocesan Delegate, for
”representlng our parish at. the Dlocesan Assembly in Sprlngfleld Ma.,

' Also thanks to our: so—called church malntalnance peéple, ‘
namely, Rlchard Kalfalan, Peter Kapusu21an, Herbert Avaklan, Harry Tashalan,
and Shavarsh Papa21an. : | |
] & also thank‘all the parishioners” who sponsored'coffeevhours
~ in 1987. R S | o
" | My report will-not be'complete if'I'forget to mention all the
'dmembers of our Parlsh Coun011 who prmv1ded leadershlp Wlth the Pastor to
this. communlty in 1987. A 7

| Mardy Azarlan, Chalrman for the last 5 years. I'm thankful f
‘to h1m for h1s support and 1nput. Arch;e Misakian, Vlce-Chairman, Tom

.»Dabaklan, Secretary, Shavarsh Papazian,'Treasurer,‘Richard Kalfaian, Ass't

' Treasurer, Herbert Avakian and Harry Tarpinian, Advisors;'

I thank them very much for their councels and de01s1ons,‘for
'4attend1ng our church serv1ces almost every Sunday and for all the1r serv1ces.

Yes, I do admlt that we are stlll far from belng the perfect

church-communlty.
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We too have our weaknesswand shortcomlngs but the 1mportant
thing,is that we tend to correct ourselves and become more and more’ perfect.f
_ Andvthls we can do<only wlth_the love of.Chr;st and the,falth of,our Holy '”
| N I thank all of you for supportlng our church morally and
flnan01ally and by all your unselflsh serv1ces. We need each one of you.
o | May God Bless you, your famllles and all your loved ones.

I end my report by brlnglng the words of Jesus which he

."7d1rected to h1s dlsc1ples and whlch he dlrects also to us today and always.

"Anyone wantlng to be a leader among you must be your servant.
'cyAnd 1f you want 50 be rlght at the top, you must serve llke a ‘slave.
: Your. attltude must be llke my own, for I ‘the Mess1ah,,d1d not come,toﬂbe

served but to serve"
Prayerfully,

Fr. Untzag Nalb dlan ' Ck'\\\\\j o

Pastor



