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Some 24 years ago the Richmond Armenian Community took a decisive step 
toward meeting the constant growing needs of her spiritual life, when 
a decision was rendered by t he community membership to build a church. 
A new dawn rose and era began when the church was consecrated in September, 
1956 bringing to a reality t he dreams of yesteryears. 

Each year at the convening of the Parish Assembly, the community reaffirmed 
its committment toward the f inancial and moral support of her ever-growing 
operational costs. The elect ed officers, the Parish Council, who were 
entrusted with her administ r ative and financial responsibilities, were 
instill ed with a renewed ent husiasm and boldness to serve by the sincere 
outpouring of the genuine concern displayed by the faithful in attendance 
of these proceedings where i mportant decisions were rendered determining 
the activities .of the church for the new year. 

Like the links of a chain joined together fo~ming one chain, every member 
of our church community whet her they be dues-paying members or a supportive 
friend, comprise the total membership of the church community for the 
church serves all indiscrimi nately. 

The barometer by which future activities are gauged, is the attendance 
of the community at the Annual Parish Assembly. A small attendance has 
its adverse effects in that it immediately signals a warning to the 
incoming Parish Council thus limiting the range and scope of its activities 
and stifling its energy and desires to initiate new programs. Like a man 
whose hands and feet being tightly bound becomes totally immobilized, so 
too, the Parish Council at the very onset discovers itself s everely handi­
capped to act by a disinterested membership in the life and blood issues 
of it s holy institution. 

It is vital ly important therefore that each and every membe r of our church 
community be in attendance a t this meeting to be held on Sunday, 
Febraury lOth and by our participation renew our vow before this Temple 
of God, the St. James Armenian Church, pledging our continual support of 
her thus insuring the succes s of her mission in our midst wi th God's 
blessings and for the glory of His Holy Name. 

'With God's blessin.gs, I remain 

yours in prayer. 

Rev. Fr. Arsen Barsamian 
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