St. James
Armenian Church
834 Pepper Avenue
oy Richmond, Virginia 23226
(804) 282-3818

March 5, 1993

His Eminence Archbishop Khajag Barsamian, Primate
Diocese of Armenian Church

630 Second Avenue

New York, NY 10016

Dear Surpasan Hayr:

We have gathered these signatures in a very short time and if time permitted
we would have gotten many more. However, we feel that time is more the
essence than quantity. Even at that, we have gotten signatures from well
over twice the number of voting members in our parish.

We hope that this will represent to you the feelings of the majority who
commend Hayr Soorp for his efforts to bring to this parish the real beauty and
significance of the Holy Badarak and the teachings of the church.

He has given us a greater sense of our place in the world community and what
it means to be Armenian.

Sincerely,

D‘%??/ 7% 775/‘/%!

Lilly Thomas
Women’s Guild Chairperson



PETITION

TO OUR SURPASAN HAYR,

We, the undersigned of the St. James Armenian Church
community of Richmond VA would like you to reconsider
the resignation of our pastor, V. Rev. Fr. Oshagan Gulgulian.

We would like very much for him to stay, however, we want
him to be happy and at the same time we would want what is

best for him.

If at all possible, would you please have him remain with us
until you find a suitable position for him and a replacement for

us.
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