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Archbishop Khajag Barsamian, Primate

February 1, 2000

The Most Reverend Archbishop Mesrob Ashjian
Chairman

17" Centenary of the Proclamation

of Christianity in Armenia

Holy Etchmiadzin

Vagharshapat

Republic of Armenia

Your Eminence,

On behalf of the Eastern Diocese of the Armenian Church of America, I would like to
respond to your letter dated January 13, 2000 addressed to His Eminence Archbishop
Khajag Barsamian.

According to your correspondence, you state that you sent us 51 sets of coins
commemorating the 1700 years of Armenian Christianity. Our records indicate that we
received 49 sets. Out of the sets received, we have sold six sets, leaving 43 sets in our
inventory.

Based on the six sets sold we owe you $1,200 or $200 per set, which will be transferred
to the account indicated in your letter of January 13, 2000.

As for the 43 sets remaining in inventory, we can return them to you or if you like we can
forward them on to someone who might be better equipped to dispose of them.

We await your disposition and correspondence.
cifully,

Haig Varflan
Managef,

Armenan Diocese Gift Shop and Bookstore

FLOCESDMITY AT TR AR A ny a1 585 TTINTIIONE 217 ARA.0TI0 FAX 212 77O 2388



1700 UUGUY 3USUUSULh UER PhUSALENHSEUL
MGSULUL “NOL 3NUYULUL

17TH CENTENARY OF THE PROCLAMATION
OF CHRISTIANITY IN ARMENIA

301
2001

N 349
22 hljnbdpbp 1999 p.

Q-tipw)Gnph

S. bwdwy Upptyhulynuynu Mupuwdtiwb
Unwolnpn {htuhuwjhG WdkphYwjh Uplbtw G pdh
‘Ut Gopp

Lphunnttniptiul {wjwunmwlh Mbnmwlwl Ypol hnywldwlG 1700-witwlh
gpuwubtitiwypl L wGdGwytu dbp Ynnit hwényplG niGhGp pGnphunnpbnt qtq
pyswlul 2000 pnuwlwGh wdwlnph L dbp Sphpne Umpp OGGntwl U
Uuunnuwowjwjmbimptwb moltpniG puptpwumhpl wnphe: .

Utp dwnpwlplG b, np OGnp hwqwpuwdbwlpn pwph, wpnuwp L Gpowlipy
hnphgnGGtp pwlw) dtp dnnnympnhlG npdwg, L dbp wqgp, hwiwwmwphd hp
hw)ptpnil, jnjuny Gujh wwywaqujhl, L bnp Fwpmb it wwnh L hpwaqnpot hGpghlp
hppl jut dwpn, jwt hwy L jun pphunmnGtiwg:

Utiip Yp dwnptilip Gul, np junwohjw) nmwphb, L, wnwity Lu 2001 pnuwuljuln
utlp Juybtylp 4tp qnpowlygmppiGp’ npwytugh jwwgniG wpphtGwinpmpbwdp
qnpotlp, L wppuwphh wn9l hulwwbtu wpdlnptGp dtp tpyph ww)wmolwljw b
Lphunnitwgiwd 1700-wdibwyn:

Gnpwjpwywl uhpny Y 'oneniGhlp dtq, dbp Shpwubwy ptidh hnglnpujubwug
nuup, dnqnyjuywlnippilp L hwiw)l dnnnynipnp:

Utiupny Upp. Uydtw
Juphy Lupnniup 1700-witwyh

Uhpnj nngniGht wnnopwlhg

Mother See of Holy Etchmiadzin, Vagharshapat, Armenia e Tel: (374-2) 287483 / 151700 / (374-59) 47700 « Email: 1700@etchmiadzin.am
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1700 Anniversary Committee Meeting
Wednesday, November 10, 1999 4:00 pm

Attendance: Archbishop Khajag Barsamian, Fr. Krikor Maksoudian, Mr. Michael
Haratunian, Mr. Aram Arkun, Mr. George Kassis, Fr. Vasken Kouzouian, Fr. Untzag
Nalbandian, Ms. Karen Bedrosian Richardson and Mr. Jon Simonian.

The meeting convened at 4:25 PM with Archbishop Khajag Barsamian offering the
opening prayer. The minutes of the meeting of September 14, 1999 were approved.
Michael Haratunian reported that the committee has received $10,000 from the Diocesan
Council and a checking account has been opened to cover initial expenses. He asked that
all sub-committees present program outlines, dates and venues so that a calendar of
events can be prepared for the 1700™ anniversary celebration.

In expressing his opinion of what the message of the 1700™ anniversary should be, Mr.
Haratunian commented that the Church, as an institution, is a legacy that we have
received. How well this legacy is maintained in the future will depend on how well the
Church is able to reach out to the American Armenian community. In order to do this,
Mr. Haratunian continued, the church needs qualified clergy to lead the flock. Therefore,
the financial beneficiary of the 1700™ anniversary celebration should be the St. Nersess
Armenian Seminary. The aim of the fundraising campaign will be the education of clergy
and lay people to insure the future of the Armenian Church in America.

1. Exhibits: In the absence of Professor Bardakjian, Michael Haratunian reported
that Prof. Bardakjian and the delegation from the University of Michigan were in
Armenia and they met with the officials there. However, Prof. Bardakjian has not
as yet presented his report. It was the unanimous decision of the committee that
the Diocese will have to reconsider whether to co-sponsor the exhibit if a major
donor is not found to underwrite the entire expense of such an exhibit.

2. Concert: In the absence of Mr. Arzruni there is no new information to report on
the concert.
3. Teaching Role of the Church: Since Fr. Daniel is absent, there is no new

information to present on this item of the agenda. However, Mr. Haratunian
reported that Fr. Daniel and Fr. Vahan have finalized a list of subjects that will be
covered in the brochures. They have asked for editorial assistance. They will use
the resources of the Diocesan Departments. Fr. Untzag will work with this sub-
committee.



Ecumenical Service: The Primate reported that the National Council of Churches
is in favor of an ecumenical service celebrating the 1700™ anniversary of the
Armenian Church. They suggested that this celebration be incorporated into an
event to take place in Washington, DC with the Catholic Church and member
churches with the attendance of government leaders. A suggestion was made that
the committee plan a badarak, possibly in Central Park, to celebrate the Feast of
Etchmiadzin in June of 2001. It was agreed that the committee will await the final
decision of the National Council of Churches before it continues with plans for a
local ecumenical service.

Youth: Fr. Vasken reported on his ideas for the youth. He said that the theme of
the 1700™ Anniversary would be incorporated in all youth activities throughout
the year. As to the actual celebration, he suggested either a week-end program
which could include a dance, a picnic, etc. or a one day major event to take place
in a well known site in New York, such as Central Park, with a nationally
recognizable figure as MC. It was agreed to ask Fr. Mardiros Chevian for his
advice and help in approaching young Armenian professionals to organize a
major event in Central Park that would include the youth event as part of its
program.

Academic: Fr. Krikor reported that he had no new developments to add to his
proposal that was presented at the last meeting. Mr. Haratunian asked the
academic sub-committee to provide a specific outline of subjects, speakers, dates
and budget for consideration at the next committee meeting. The symposium,
organized by the Zohrab Center, must be announced as soon as possible.

Public Relations: Jon Simonian reported that the creation of an interactive web
page would cost between $10,000-$25,000. He felt this endeavor should be left to
the Diocesan Council to undertake. However, the design and contents of a web
site that would be linked to the existing address of armenianchurch.org would cost
$1500.00. The committee approved the expenditure of $1500.00. Mr. Simonian
suggested the name of Barbara Mouk to work as a freelance PR person for the
1700™ Anniversary. The committee agreed that Mr. Simonian approach Ms.
Mouk with an offer of $1000.00 per month plus expenses. George Kassis reported
that Armen Garabedian is working on the design of a logo for the 1700™
Anniversary, which will be ready for the committee’s consideration at its next
meeting. ‘

Fund Raising & Budgets: Michael Haratunian regorted that a separate fund
raising committee will be established for the 1700™ Anniversary, as was done for
the centennial celebration of the Diocese.

New Business: Jon Simonian suggested that more activities be planned at the
grass roots level (picnics, dinners, entertainment). Michael Haratunian said a
directive from the Primate and a guideline on the 1700™ anniversary celebration
will be prepared and sent to the parishes. A Parish Activities sub-committee,



under the direction of Fr. Untzag, will be established and it will be an item on all
future agendas.

10.  Next Meeting: The next meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, December 8, 1999
at 4:00 PM at the Diocese. '

The meeting adjourned at 5:45 PM with the Primate offering the closing prayer.

Respectfully submitted,

Berjouhi Saladin



525 South State Street 734 764-0395

Ann Arbor MI 48109-1354

12 October 1999

His Eminence Archbishop Khajak Barsamian
Eastern Diocese of the Armenian Church of America
630 Second Avenue

New York, NY 10016

Your Eminence Archbishop Khajak Barsamian:

As I believe you know, Professor Kevork Bardakjian’s hard work and planning
for the Armenian exhibition in 2001 are beginning to bear fruit. Carole McNamara and 1
have finalized our plans travel to Yerevan this coming weekend. We now have
appointments to meet with officials at the Mother See of Etchmiadzin, the Matenadaran,
and the State History Museum of Armenia between October 20 and 22. The guest curator
of the exhibition, Dr. Alice Taylor, will meet us in Armenia so that she can help prepare
the lists of works that we will borrow from each institution for the exhibition. Although
there is much work ahead of us as the exhibition begins to take shape, we hope that the
outcome of the trip will be the loan of many of the important and remarkable works in
Armenian collections that Dr. Taylor would like to include in this exhibition.

I would also like to take this opportunity to thank you and the Eastern Diocese for
agreeing to share the costs of this upcoming trip. As you know, the project is as yet still
largely unfunded, and your assistance in this early planning stage of the exhibition is
critical to the success of the trip. We will be in touch with you again once we have
returned to the United States and Dr. Taylor has had a chance to formulate a working
checklist of objects to be included in the exhibition. We are looking forward to working
with you as the exhibition develops.

With best wishes,
Yours sincerely,

J ames Steward
D1rector

Cc: Michael Hafatunian

734 764-3731 Fax



Diocese of the Armenian Church
Diocesan Council Meeting
October 1, 1999

Undate on 1700 Centennial Committee Meeti

The Centennial Committee met on September 13th to discuss ideas and talk about preliminary
budgets. Here is a summary of activities planned.

Art Exhibit of Armenian manuscripts, miniatures, Budget: $500,000
vestments, etc. Shown in 3 or 4 major centers,
Smaller exhibits elsewhere. 7 to 9 week stay.

Armenian Concerts. Maybe 5 church locations. Budget: $30,000 with all USA talent
Featuring individual artists. Armenian and

American-Armenian. Maybe a choir from i

Armenia. Include instrumental and organ music.  Budget: $60,000 for a choir from Armenia.

Academic Symposium. 5 panel discussions with Budget: $50,000
3 or 4 lecturers on various topics connected with

Armenian Christianity and the Armenian Church,

Held at St. Nercess and university campus.

Publications.

Teaching Brochures: 6 to 8 pamphlets for Budget: $10,000
publication and distribution on significant doctrine

and milestones of the Armenian Church. Need an

editorial committee to create these works.

Ecumenical Service: need to assign someone to Budget: NA

work on this.

Youth: will have thoughts for next meeting. Budget: NA

Public Relations: create a web site so we can Budget: $1500 for web site

control the information the world sees about us. Budget: $12,000 for PR temporary resource
Need to start process of looking for a Public or

Relations resource to create and distribute copy $35,000 for permanent staff

for 1700 Centennial and other purposes.

The next step for the Diocesan Council is to anticipate the request from the Centennial
Committee for $10,000 seed money to begin the work. The longer term financial game plan
is to find individual donors to cover each of the activity budgets. Next meeting is Wednesday,
November 10, 1999.

Commentary: This is the thought process I see evolving. I’m not convinced that the
proposed structure of activities is optimal, but I’m the minority position on the committee.

Jon Simonian
9/29/99
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525 South State Street : 734 764-0395
Ann Arbor MI 48109-1354 734 764-3731 Fax

15 September, 1999

Ms. Anelka Grigoryan, Director
State History Museum of Armenia
Republic Square

Yerevan, Armenia

Via fax: 374.2.50.60.98

Dear Ms. Grigoryan:

The University of Michigan Museum of Art, along with the Eastern Diocese of
the Armenian Church of America, is planning an exhibition that will celebrate the 1700
year anniversary of Armenian Christianity. This exhibition planned to begin in the fall of
2001 will explore the evolution of the Armenian national character through the Armenian
church and its imagery, and will be curated by Dr. Alice Taylor. The exhibition will be
broad in scope, supplemented with loans from the United States and other countries, and
will include liturgical objects in addition to manuscripts. We anticipate that the
exhibition’s tour would consist of several venues between eight and ten weeks in length.
The exhibition would be shown in New York and Ann Arbor plus two additional venues;
the total loan period would be approximately nine months, depending upon the final
number of venues. We realize that a chief concern would be for the safe display of the
objects and vestments from your collections. We would fabricate mounts for each loan
object and would restrict light levels on textiles to a range of five to eight footcandles
(50-80 lux).

We understand that with the approaching anniversary you will receive a number
of requests from museums and libraries around the world to borrow works from your
holdings. We would like to request the loan of approximately thirty works from your
collections for inclusion in our exhibition. As we refine the themes of the exhibition, we
will be able to submit a specific list of works that we would like to include in our



exhibition. A delegation from Ann Arbor is hoping to make a visit to Yerevan during the
month of October to discuss possible loans from the State History Museum of Armenia.

The University of Michigan Museum of Art is an institution accredited by the
American Association of Museums and has full climate control and a professional
security staff and electronic devices to safeguard all objects in our care. Your loans
would be installed in an appropriate manner by our trained professional staff. If you
would like a report detailing our facility’s security, fire protection, etc. we would be
happy to send that to you under separate cover. Any other venues would have similar
high standards in matters of professional handling of artwork, security and climate
control, and we could also send facilities reports for those institutions as well.

We hope that you will give your favorable consideration to our request. If you
have any questions about our request for loans from your collections, please let us know.
We will be in touch with you again in the near future with a more specific request list.

Sincerely,
f ; n
James Steward, Director Archbishop Khajak Barsamian
University of Michigan Museum of Art Primate
Ann Arbor, MI 48109 Eastern Diocese of the Armenian Church of
America

New York, NY
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Memorandum
Date: September 15, 1999
To: Archbishop K. Barsamian and Diocesan Council
Fax# (212) 447-6674

From: Michael Haratunian /Vﬂim/

Subject: 1700" Anniversary Committee

1 am certain the Council is aware of the plans being formulated for the Diocese on the occasion of the 1700
Anniversary of Armenia’s acceptance of Christianity.

We anticipate major events during the year 2001 such as symposiumns, concerts, exhibits, youth programs,
ete. which will be of great benefit to our people and the church.

I have been told that we should not begin any fund-raising for the 1700" Annjversary untl early 2000 in
order to avoid conflict with other Diocesan events.

In that case, I am requesting that the Counci] advance $10,000 to our committee which will provide seed
money for some early commitments we must make. Of course, thus will be refunded to the Diocese in carly

2000 once we begin our fundraising.

T ask your approval at the earliest possible time.

18/18°'d 2l eES 12 NLs £@:.T 6661-5T-d3S
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e
Transmission

Date: July 27, 1999 e
To: H.E. Abp. K. BARSAMIAN

Fax: (1-212) 447-6674
‘From: $Sahan Arzruni

My Phone/Fax: (1-212) 650-0956
INo. of pages including cover page: 1 E
kinml alternoon Srpmm R

1 was just told by Berjuhi about the change of time on Thursday. Unfortunately, 1
haves a previous appointient for that slot, which 1 cannot break.  Although we spoke in
weneral terms about the concert, here is what 1 suggest. First of all, a budget should be
pilocuted, even if it is « ballpark figure: $25.000, $50,000 or $100,000. Once we know the
parameters, then we can determine the kind of program and the place we can ufford. If the
{wrt‘urmnnuc is done in a concert hall, then we noed to sell tickets which is not casy (we sold
only 450 tickets for the Centennial). Tn a church hall, it could be done less expensively (the

ental of the place would be miuch less, I would think), but there would be no ticket sales.
Ripht? If we go for the expensive way, we could have a vocal-symphonic concert; for the
mid-price range, just a chorus of 25-30 singers (1 suggest tinnking in terms of the Hovhannes
IMirzoyin cheir from Armenia. which speciallizes in church music); and for the lower-range
budget, just soloist, both vacal and instrumental. The progeun should be eciectic-—~material
that is fumiliar to the audicnce as well as compositions that would be introduced for the first
|llrnc.. 1el me know. Best.

Please call if you experience any transmission prohlems.



525 South State Street 734 764-0395
Ann Arbor MI 48109-1354 734 764-3731 Fax

June 22, 1999

Academician Sen Arevshatyan
Director

The Matenadaran

Mashtots Prospekt

Yerevan, Armenia

Via fax: 374.2.151087

Dear Mr. Arevshatyan:

The University of Michigan Museum of Art. along with the Eastern Diocese of
the Armenian Church of America, is planning an exhibition that will celebrate the 1700
year anniversary of Armenian Christianity. This exhibition planned to begin in the
summer or fall of 2001 will explore the evolution of the Armenian national character
through the Armenian church and its imagery. The exhibition will be broad in scope,
supplemented with loans from the United States and other countries, and may include
liturgical objects in addition to manuscripts. We anticipate that the exhibition’s tour
would consist of several venues between eight and ten weeks in length. The exhibition
would be shown in New York and Ann Arbor plus two additional venues; the total loan
period would be approximately nine months, depending upon the final number of venues.
We realize that a chief concern would be for the sate display of your manuscripts. We
would fabricate mounts for each manuscript and would restrict light levels to a range of
five to eight footcandles (50-80 lux).

We understand that with the approaching anniversary you will receive a number
of requests from museums and libraries around the world to borrow manuscripts in your
holdings. We are writing to request the loan of up to thirty manuscripts from your
repository for inclusion in our exhibition. As we refine the themes of the exhibition, we
will be able to submit a specific list of works that we would like to include in our
exhibition.



The University of Michigan Museum of Art is an institution accredited by the
American Association of Museums and has full climate control and a professional
security staff and electronic devices to safeguard all objects in our care. Your loans
would be installed in an appropriate manner by our trained professional staff. If you
would like a report detailing our facility’s security, fire protection, etc. we would be
happy to send that to you under separate cover. Any other venues would have similar
high standards in matters of professional handling of artwork, security and climate
control.

We hope that you will give your favorable consideration to our request. If you
have any questions about our request, please let us know. We will be in touch with you
again in the near future with a more specific request list.

Sincerely,
\
Aap K B o o
G
James Steward, Director Archbishop Khagak Barsamian
University of Michigan Museum of Art Primate
Ann Arbor, MI 48109 Eastern Diocese of the Armenian Church of
America

New York, NY
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525 South State Street 734 764-0395
Ann Arbor MI 48109-1354 734 764-3731 Fax

June 22, 1999

Academician Sen Arevshatyan
Director

The Matenadaran

Mashtots Prospekt

Yerevan, Armenia

Via fax: 374.2.151087

Dear Mr. Arevshatyan:

The University of Michigan Museum of Art, along with the Eastern Diocese of
the Armenian Church of America, is planning an exhibition that will celebrate the 1700
year anniversary of Armenian Christianity. This exhibition planned to begin in the
summer or fall of 2001 will explore the evolution of the Armenian national character
through the Armenian church and its imagery. The exhibition will be broad in scope,
supplemented with loans from the United States and other countries, and may include
liturgical objects in addition to manuscripts. We anticipate that the exhibition’s tour
would consist of several venues between eight and ten weeks in length. The exhibition
would be shown in New York and Ann Arbor plus two additional venues; the total loan
period would be approximately nine months, depending upon the final number of venues.
We realize that a chief concern would be for the safe display of your manuscripts. We
would fabricate mounts for each manuscript and would restrict light levels to a range of
five to eight footcandles (50-80 lux).

We understand that with the approaching anniversary you will receive a number
of requests from museums and libraries around the world to borrow manuscripts in your
holdings. We are writing to request the loan of up to thirty manuscripts from your
repository for inclusion in our exhibition. As we refine the themes of the exhibition, we
will be able to submit a specific list of works that we would like to include in our
exhibition.



The University of Michigan Museum of Art is an institution accredited by the
American Association of Museums and has full climate control and a professional
security staff and electronic devices to safeguard all objects in our care. Your loans
would be installed in an appropriate manner by our trained professional staff. If you
would like a report detailing our facility’s security, fire protection, etc. we would be
happy to send that to you under separate cover. Any other venues would have similar
high standards in matters of professional handling of artwork, security and climate
control.

We hope that you will give your favorable consideration to our request. If you
have any questions about our request, please let us know. We will be in touch with you
again in the near future with a more specific request list.

Sincerely,
A}
W AB? K. &M\MM
G APN
James Steward, Director Archbishop Khagak Barsamian
University of Michigan Museum of Art Primate
Ann Arbor, MI 48109 Eastern Diocese of the Armenian Church of
America

New York, NY



1999 ANNUAL REPORT OF THE
1700™ ANNIVERSARY ORGANIZING COMMITTEE

During the year 2001, Armenians throughout the world will be celebrating the 1700
Anniversary of the adoption of Christianity.

The Diocese, for its part, has organized a special committee to plan and implement a
series of programs to commemorate this historic event.

After many meetings during the past year the committee has reached certain conclusions.
OBJECTIVES

1. We will make the 1700"™ Anniversary celebration one of recommitment to the spirit
and faith of St Gregory.

2. We will commemorate the central role that Christianity has played in the life of the
Armenian people.

3. We will emphasize the major importance of the Armenian Church, especially in the
United States. ‘

4. We will prepare suitable programs with the participation of the community at both the
diocesan and parish levels.

PROGRAMS

In general, we wish to involve the parishes as much as possible in sponsoring activities
for the 1700 Anniversary to be implemented at the local level. The Diocese will provide
background material, speakers, publications, etc. for use by local pastors and committees.

1. Teaching Role of the Church

As part of the church’s outreach to the faithful, booklets will be published, under
the direction of the St. Nersess Seminary faculty, with the overall theme of the Armenian
Church’s place in the universal church of Jesus Christ. These booklets will address contemporary
1ssues we face as a church in America; they will be pocket size, to be mailed to all those on the
Diocesan mailing list or taken home by our parishioners from local churches.

2. Religious Services
It is expected that throughout the year 2001 and beginning on Christmas, January

6" the 1700 anniversary will be the primary theme for religious services whenever appropriate.
A special ecumenical service is being planned in Washington, DC, together with the National




Council of Churches, the Catholic Conference of Bishops and others. Hopefully the Catholicos
of All Armenians will also participate.

3. Concerts

A choral group from Armenia will tour the US and visit several major centers in
the Diocese over a 2-3 week period. The concerts will be made up of Armenian sacred
compositions featuring choral and instrumental music.

4. Symposium and Conference

A major academic symposium will be held by the Zohrab Center dealing with the
history of Christianity in Armenia from the 4™ century to the present era. Prominent scholars will
be invited to participate.

In addition a separate conference will be held to discuss the Armenian Church in
the 21 century. The location of this conference is yet to be decided.

5. Youth

It is our wish to involve the youth of the Diocese to a maximum extent possible. A major
gathering of several thousand Armenians, led by the youth, will celebrate the 1700™ anniversary
over a weekend in New York City. A walkathon in Manhattan finishing in Central Park is being
considered where a religious-cultural celebration would take place. The presence of the
Catholicos of All Armenians is being contemplated for this event, tentatively scheduled for the
end of May 2001.

6. Pilgrimage in the Footsteps of St. Gregory the Iluminator

In cooperation with the Patriarchate of Constantinople, a pilgrimage to historic
Armenia is being planned for June 2001. We anticipate large numbers of people from the
Diocese will be participating in an organized tour, which will begin in Istanbul. The group will
then proceed to Kayseri (Geasaria), where St. Gregory was first consecrated as a bishop. The
tour will then divide into 3 to 4 sections to travel to various sites in the interior of Turkey and
meeting together again in the historic city of Ani. A special religious service will take place in
Ani before entering Armenia. The border, which is presently closed, will be opened for the
pilgrims by special arrangement with the governments of Armenia and Turkey.

The group will proceed to Holy Etchmiadzin, Khor Virab and other sites in
Armenia before returning home. More details on this will be forthcoming,

7. Public Relations
We expect to publicize the various events taking place throughout the country,

especially to the non-Armenian public. Press materials will be prepared and utilized by the
Diocese and local parishes.



A web page is being developed and special banners, logo, etc. will be
disseminated to all parishes.

Christmas, January 6, 2001, will be the official opening of the 1700™ yearlong
commemoration. It is expected that all parishes within the Diocese will make this a major theme
in all their communications to the parishioners.

8. Finances

A fund raising committee has been formed under the co-chairmanship of Shoghag
Hovannissian and Richard Soultanian. All funds raised for the 1700™ Anniversary will go
towards an endowment tentatively called “Armenian Spiritual Leadership Fund”. St. Nersess
Seminary will be the primary beneficiary of the annual income from this fund, but it will also go
towards other educational and training programs of the Diocese.

On-going expenses for the various 1700™ Anniversary programs at the diocesan
and parish levels are expected to be self-financed. The intent is to reserve the funds that are
raised by the committee to go to the endowment in its entirety.

The goal is to raise several million dollars.

The chairman of the 1700 Anniversary Committee is Michael Haratunian.
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4125 FESSENDEN STREET. N. W,
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20016

S. UppwGty Vawe Ruifwliuy SwiwChuG REV. VERTANES KALAYJIAN, PASTOR
Znglunp 2nypn, MuwzhGypepd, Sh. Uh. TELEPHONE: (202) 363-1923
RES: (301) 942-2434
FAX: (202) 537-0229

June 2, 1997

His Eminence

Abp. K. Barsamian, Primate

and President of the Diocesan Council
630 Second Ave.

New York, NY 10016
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Dear Serpazan Hayr,

As it is recorded in the Minutes of the 1996 Clergy Conference, an attempt was to
be made to formulate and overall plan to mark the 1700 Anniversary of Armenia’s
official Conversion to Christianity.

\ It should be stated that this attempt is not directly related to the one currently
' being made on the international level. The point was that we at the Diocese ought to do
\< our own both on the Diocesan level as well as on the parish and/or regional level
N nationwide.

I hope there is no disagreement in that it is not too soon to start planning,
formulating, projecting and budgeting for this most auspicious occasion.

After several conversations with Your Eminence, you asked me to compile a list
of individuals who could be asked to get involved on both Diocesan and local level in
such planning.

I have tried (very subjectively) to have the names of those regional parish
representatives /delegates who contribute both to the planning and to the execution of the
“Master Plan”.

The attached list has 30 laymen, 20 laywomen, and 15 Clergymen. Almost all of
them are/were listed in current and/or past Parish Directories.

-1 am sure, Your Eminence, you will use your discretion to delete or augment this
list. I do believe, however, that such a large representative number will accomplish at
least three things;



1. It will underline the importance of the endeavor by mobilizing this many
individuals.

2. It will create the forum to bring around as many good ideas as possible.

3. It will hopefully ensure greater participation and financial support which this
celebration deserves.

Not counting the remaining months of 1997 we actually have only three years for
a targeted date in the year 2001. The countdown has started. 1 hope we’ll be ready for it.

Respectfully Yours,

VK/jk
enclosure



CLERGY

Rev. Y. Kelegian

Rev. A. Terzian

Rev. T. Abdalian

Very Rev. B. Yeretzian
Very Rev. Rev. A. Aivazian
Rev. Z. Arzoumanian

Rev. A. Ashjian

Rev. K. Kasparian

Rev. G. Kochakian

Very Rev. K. Maksoudian
Very Rev. H. Melkonian
Rev. Z. Nalbandian

Very Rev. V. Hovhanessian
Rev. V. Kalayjian

Rev. A. Kasparian

LAYWOMEN

Rose Aznavorian
Louise Yardumian
Lucine Mardirosian-Harvey
Rose Mekenian
Nancy Basmajian
Elise Antreasian
Sylvia Bozoyan

Alice Bozoyan
Yeretzgin R. Papazian
Yeretzgin A. Kalayjian
Julie Tashjian

Anna Marie Norehad
Rose Najarian

Arpi Arslanian

Mary Selvinazian
Lillian Chapian

Sonig Kradjian

Lisa Kouzoujian
Berjoohy Haigazian
Dzovig Devletian
Elizabeth Aprahamian

LAYMEN

' Col. Moorad Mooradian

Dean Shahinian, Esq.
C. Ashekian

G. Marifian, Esq.

Dr. R. Hovanessian

R. Shamgochian
Arth. Mardigian

Dr. Tavit Najarian

Dr. Marzbed Margosian
Dr. Berdj Feredjian
Dr. Levon Capan
Nubar Dorian

Missak Boghosian
Krikor Anoushian
Lionel S. Galstaun
Van Krikorian, Esq.
Papken Megerian
David Onanian

Dr. Hagop Nersoyan
Dr. Dennis Papazian
Dr. Kevork Bardakjian
Michael Zeytoonian, Esq.
Kegham Tcholakian
Dr. Garo Garibian
Scott Najarian, Esq.
Dr. Aram Arkun

Dr. Gary Zamanigian
Dr. Garabed Fattal
Nubar Kupelian

Dr. Abraham Terzian
Mr. Papken Vartanian
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525 South State Street 734 764-0395
Ann Arbor MI 48105-1354 734 764-3731 Fax

Juna 22, 1999

Academician Sen Arevshatyan
Director

The Matenadaran

Mashtots Prospekt

Yerevan, Armenia

Via fax: 374.2.151087

Dear Mr. Arevshatyan:

The University of Michigan Museum of Art, alorg with the Eastern Diocese of
the Armenian Church of America, is planniag an exhibition that will celebrate the 1700
year anniversary of Armenian Chuistianity. This exhibition pianned to begin in the
summer or fall of 2001 will explore the evolution of the Armenian natjonal character
through the Armenian church and its imagery. The exhibition will be broad in scope,
supplemented with loans from the United States and other countries, and may include
litwrgical objects in addition to manuscripts. We anticipate that the exhibition's tour
would consist of several venues between eight and ten weeks in length. The exhibition
would be shown in New York and Ann Arbor plus two additional venues; the total loan
period would be approximartely nine months, depending upon the final number of venues.
We realize that a chief concern would be for the safe display of your manuscripts. We
would fabricate mounts for each manuscript and would restrict light levels to a range of
five to eight footcandles (50-80 lux).

We understand that with the approaching anniversary you will receive a number
of requests from museums and libraries around the world to borrow manuscripts in your
holdings. We are writing to request the loan of up to thirly manuscripts from your
repository for inclusion in our exhibition. As we refine the themes of the exhibition, we
will be uble to submit a specific tist of works that we would like to include in our
exhibition,
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The University of Michigan Museum of Art is an institution accredited by the
American Association of Museums and has full climate control and a professional
security statf and electronic devices to safeguard all objects in our care. Your loans
would be installed in an appropriate manner by our trained professional staff. If you
would like a report detailing our facility’s security, fire protection, etc. we would be
happy to send that to you under separate cover. Any other venues would have similar
high standards in matters of professional handling of artwork, security and climate
conirol.

We hope that you will give your favorable consideration to our request. 1f you
have any questions about our request, please let us know. We will be in touch with you
again in the near future with a more specific request list.

Sincerely,
James Steward, Director Archbishop Khajak Barsamian
University of Michigan Museum of Art Primate
Ann Arbor, MI 48109 Eastern Diocese of the Armenian Church of
America

New York, NY

.
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525 South State Street June 17, 1999 734 764-0395
Ann Arbor MI 48109-1354 734 764-3731 Fax

His Eminence Archbishop Khajak Barsamian
Eastern Diocese of the Armenian Church of America
630 Second Avenue

New York, NY 10016

Your Eminence Archbishop Khajak Barsamian:

Please find enclosed the original request letter addressed to The Matendaran in
Yerevan. As you will see, our director James Steward has signed the letter. Once you ‘
have signed the letter, would you please return it to us overnight via Federal Express. 1
have dated the letter for early next week, by which time I hope that the letter will be
completed and ready to forward to The Matendaran. We will make certain that the
completed letter is faxed to Armenia, and Professor Bardakjian plans to take the original
with him when he returns to Armenia at the end of next week.

We believe that this will be a handsome and exciting exhibition, and we are
pleased at the possibility of bringing these important manuscripts to the United States.
We will look forward to working with the Diocese on the exhibition, and in identifying a
suitable venue in New York for the exhibition.

If you would be kind enough to send the letter back to the Museum of Art to the
attention of Mrs. Jo Lau, she will make sure that Professor Bardakjian is notified when
the letter arrives.

With thanks for your kind assistance,
Sincerely,

AR

Carole C. McNamara
Assistant Director for
Collections and Exhibitions
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STV Incorporated

Facsimile Transmission

Date;:  June 17,1999

To: Aschbishop Barsamian From: Michael Haratunian
Firta Name:  Diocese of the Ammenian Charch Proj. Mgr.:

Dept: Dept.:

FAX No.: (212) 447-6674 Project:

No. of Pages: (including cover page): Proj. No.:

Recipient: If you have any questions when you receive this, please call me at:

Comment:
Dear Archbishop,
For your review and approval before the original is FedEx to you tonight frum Michigan,

Thank you.

Lo-T'd  F2LE 62§ 212 AlS PrirT  S66T~4T-NMLC
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523 South State Sweet 734 7640195
Ann Arbor MI 481091354 734 7643731 Fox

June 22, 1999

Acadernician Sen Arevshatyan
Director

The Matenadaran

Mashtots Prospekt

Yerevan, Armenia

Via fax: 374.2.151087

Dear Mr. Arevshatyan:

The University of Michigan Musewun of Art, along with the Eastern Diocese of
the Armenian Church of Awerica, is planning an exhibition that will ¢elebrate the 1700
year anaiversary of Armenian Christianity. This exhibition planned to begin in the
summer or fall of 2001 will explore the evolution of the Armenian national character
through the Armenian church and its imagery. The exhibition will be broad in scope,
supplemented with loans from the United States and other couniries, and may include
liturgical objects in addition to manuscripts. We anticipate that the exhibition’s tour
would consist of several venues between eight and ten weeks in length. The exhibition
would be shown in New York and Anu Arbor plus two additional venues; the total loan
period would be approximately nine months. depending upon the final number of venues.
We realize that a chief concern would be for the safe display of your manvscripts. We

would [abrivate wounls fur vuch manuseript and would resteiat light levels W v runge of
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The Univeisity of Michigan Moseum of Art is an institntion accredited by the
American Association of Museums and has full climate control and a professional
security staff and clectronic devices to safegoard all objects in our care, Your loans
would be installed in an appropriate manner by our teained professional staff. If you
would like a report detailing our facility’s security, fire protection, ete. we would be
happy to send that to you under separate cover. Any other venues would have similar
high standards in matters of professional handling of artwork, security and ¢limate
control.

We hope that you will give your favorable consideration to our request. If you
have any questions about our request, please let us know. We will be in touch with you
again in the pear future with a more specific request list.

Sinceroly,
Y DM
James Steward, Director Archbishop Khajak Barsamian
University of Michigan Musenm of Ant Primate
Ann Arbor, MI 48109 Eastern Diocese of the Armenian Church of
' America

New York, NY
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Diocese of the Armenian Church 630 Second Avenue New York, NY 10016

Date: 6/15/99

To: Archbishop Khajag Barsamian, Michael Haratunian, Sahan Arzruni,
Kevork Bardakjian, Richard Dabagian, Very Rev. Fr. Daniel Findikyan,
Very Rev. Fr. Vahan Hovhanessian, Very Rev. Fr. Krikor Maksoudian,
Rev. Fr. Untzag Nalbandian, Karen Bedrosian Richardson, Jon

Simonian
From: George Kassis
RE: Meeting of July 13, 1999

Attached please find the draft of the minutes of the meeting of June 10, 1999 of the
1700™ Anniversary Committee.

The next meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, July 13" at 5 p.m. Please advise if this
date and time is acceptable to you by calling Berjouhi at 212-686-0710.

Thank you.



Draft

1700 Anniversary Committee Meeting
Thursday, June 10, 1999

Attendance: Mr. Michael Haratunian, Mr. Aram Arkun (representing Fr. Krikor), Mr.
Richard Dabagian, Ms. Karen Bedrosian Richardson, and George Kassis.

The Committee went through the reports of the various responsibilities each individual
had undertaken.

1.

Concert: Archbishop Khajag Barsamian has spoken to Mr. Sahan Arzruni, who
has accepted to act as coordinator of a concert in NYC. Mr. Haratunian had
called him to follow up but got the message Sahan is out of town. Mr. Haratunian
also reported that he had spoken to Mrs. Artemis Nazerian who had agreed to
work with Mr. Arzruni, focussing primarily on the organizational aspects of the
concert. Mr. Haratunian will get the two together.

Teaching Role of the Church: Fr. Daniel Findikyan and Mr. Kassis have
discussed and come up with a plan for publications. Unfortunately, the fax with
the proposed outline had gone astray after Mr. Kassis received it. It will be
circulated with the minutes of this meeting. The meeting asked Mr. Kassis that he
and Fr. Daniel Findikyan consider the possibility of a video on the teachings of
the Armenian Church (attachment 1, not available at the time of the meeting).

Exhibits: A memo from Mr. Kevork Bardakjian was circulated (attachment 2), in
which he outlined his proposal to organize a joint Diocese of the Armenian
Church of America/University of Michigan art exhibition. This concept was
endorsed, and Mr. Bardakjian will be asked to prepare a detailed plan and budget
to be submitted to the next meeting so major donors can be approached. The
Committee brainstormed about the possibility of having this exhibit go to a
number of other venues in major cities like NYC, Boston and Chicago once it is
done in Detroit, possibly with the cooperation of university Armenian studies
programs.

Ms. Richardson reported on her talks with Helen Evans at the Met, and the
information she had about the efforts of Fr. Vrej Nercessian in London to mount
an exhibit that he has proposed to the Met but does not seem to be going
anywhere.

Ms. Richardson also advised that the Met had been approached by Fr. Levon
Zakarian, an Armenian Catholic priest, about showing the Vatican Armenian

- exhibit at the Met. Ms. Evans had asked Fr. Zakarian for a copy of the catalogue

of the Vatican exhibit and had not received it so far. It was agreed that it would



10.

be a good idea if the Diocese were to pursue this. Mr. Arkun was tasked with
forwarding to Ms. Evans the catalogue of the Vatican exhibit the next day.

Ecumenical: No discussion on this took place, as there was no report on
contacts with Fr. Garabed Kocharian in this regard.

Public Relations: Mr. Dabagian distributed copy of a note he and Mr. Simonian
had prepared (attachment 3). Mr. Dabagian further reported that Mr. Simonian
had met with a lady in Providence who might be of great help in this area. Mr.
Haratunian urged that we try to highlight how the Armenian Church is the largest
and most important institution throughout the Armenian American community. It
was agreed that the PR group’s work is affected by what the rest of us end up
doing, and that development of their plans will be affected by what else the 1700
Committee decides.

Youth: Unfortunately Fr. Vahan was not present to report on this.

Academic/Symposia: Mr. Arkun reported that the group envisaged 4 main

activities (attachment 4):

- Speakers who would give talks targeting various audiences such as
students, youth, academics, possibly in conjunction with Armenian studies
programs in various universities.

- Publications: a history of the Armenian Church, pamphlets on conversion
and historical developments, etc.

- Major symposium: hosting a major symposium for one to two days

- Seminary program: meetings to discuss practical problems at the St.
Nersess seminary level, and other meetings dealing with issues related to
ministry in the Armenian Church.

Mr. Arkun was asked that the group try to prepare a more concrete budget for the

next meeting of the 1700 Committee.

Committee Membership: the 1700 Committee membership was discussed. It
was agreed that in consultation with Serpazan, the following persons would be
considered for appointment to the 1700 Committee: Mr. Kevork Bardakjian, Mr.
Sahan Arzruni and Fr. Untzag Nalbandian.

Logo: Mr. Kassis will invite Mr. Armen Garabedian to come half an hour prior
to the next meeting of the Committee to dialogue with members on the logo so he
can prepare one that reflects the spirit of the 1700 Celebration.

Staffing: The need for at least a part-time staff person dedicated to the 1700
celebration was reiterated. Mr. Kassis was asked to look for candidates and to
include funding of this position on the agenda of the meeting with Serpazan (see
next item).
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11.

Funding & Fundraising: Mr. Haratunian asked Mr. Kassis to arrange a meeting
with Serpazan, Mr. Haratunian and Mr. Simonian to discuss funding and
fundraising issues at Serpazan’s earliest possibility.

Next Meeting: The next meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, July 13™ at 5 p.m. Mr.
Kassis was asked to canvass participants to make sure the date is fine well in
advance so we can be sure of full participation.

George Kassis
Rapporteur



Attachment 1

1700th Anniversary of Baptism of Armenia by St. Gregory the
INuminator

Proposal for a Series of Brochures on the Armenian Church

Fr. Daniel Findikyan
George Kassis

Proposal: On the 1700th Anniversary of the baptism of Armenia by St. Gregory the Illuminator,
it is proposed that a series of 2-3-page brochures be prepared, each dealing with a basic teaching or
aspect of the Armenian Church. Depending upon funding, 20-30 such brochures, professionally
produced and aesthetically attractive, should be prepared and made available to the parishes.

The text of the brochures should be made available on the Diocese's 1700th-Anniversary website
for even wider dissemination. We should consider translating some or all of the brochures into
Armenian and Russian.

Brochure topics would fall into the following broad categories:

1. Basic Doctrines of the Armenian Church: The Holy Trinity, Jesus Christ, the Church,
Salvation and the Kingdom of God, etc.
The Bible: the Old Testament, the New Testament, the writings of St. Paul, the Psalms, the
Prophets, the Bible in the Armenian Church, individual books of the Bible, etc.
Worship in the Armenian Church: the Divine Liturgy, Baptism, Confession, Marriage,
Holy Communion, Feasts of the Church, etc.
Lives of individual saints and their relevance today.
Topics related to the Armenian Church and its distinctiveness: the Christian conversion of
Armenia, The Armenian Church in relation to other Christian Churches, the Armenian
Church in the Ecumenical Movement, the Holy Translators, Vartanank, Armenian
architecture, sacred music, sacred art, etc.
6. Armenian Spirituality: How to Pray, Pain and Suffering, Christian virtues, etc.
7. Contemporary Issucs: Sex and Sexuality, Abortion, etc.

baha T

Each brochure would contain basic information including references for further reading. Since it
will be difficult to find an individual competent i alj these areas, it is suggested that a geperal
editor be appointed, who will delegate individual brochures to competent authors within the
Diocese, and assure a more or less common writing style for the series.

Rationale: There is a dire need within the Diocese for basic information concerning the teachings
of the Armenian Church, especially for adults. Books dealing with these issues are frequently not
appropriate for the general reader. The proposed brochures will satisfy the need for basic, concise
information in an attractive, readable format. The brochures will be of service to the faithfu] at
large, as well to the youth, and to interested non-Armenians who desire to leam about the
Armenian Church. Clergy will find the brochures useful in planning and conducting educational
programs in the parishes.

The 1700th Anniversary of the Baptism of Armenia is a most fitting occasion to inaugurate such a
series. One of the first original writings in the Armenian language using the alphabet of St. Mesrob
was a catechism called "The Teaching of St. Gregory.” It is essentially a textbook of Christianity,
intended to be used to instruct the Armenians in their new faith. The proposed series of brochures
would be a modermn version of the same undertaking, adapted to today's times and needs.
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Dear Michael

The Armenian Studies Program at the University of Michigan, Ann Arbor (ASP)
will be organizing three major events to mark the 1700th anniversary of Christian
Armmenia in 2001: an art exhibir; (&) musical eveming(s); and an interdisciplinary,
comparative confercnce on "Religion and National Identity."

Abp. Barsamjan, the Primare, you and I have had preliminary discussions
regarding the art exhibit and have agreed, in principle, to organize it jointly. The idea is
to borrow illumioated manuscripts mainly from the Matenadaran and some religious
utensils and objects from Ejmiatzin and the Museum of History in Armenia. Long before
our preliminary discussions, I had approached the Director of the Matenadaran and had
obtained his consent to lend U of M manuscripts for its exhibit. I last spoke to the
Director in mid-May, We are now competing with the Dutch and the Germans who want
t0 borrow mss in late summer and fall of '01 into February of '02. We need urgenty to
write to the Matepnadaran to reserve the mss for August-November. Once the letter is
written (next week at the latest) I will pursue the maner when [ travel to Yerevan in late
June. Matters should be formalized in the Fall, when an official delegation representing
the U of M and the Diocese sign the papers in Yerevan.

In the mean time there are a npumber of urgent matters to attend to: the budget and
venues if we want to make this a travelling exhibit. We are working -on a budget and a
general plan which we will submit to you next week for amendments/approval and a joint
letter to the Matenadaran and to solicit the funds. [ have spoken to H. Evans for
assistance but she will be very busy (though she'd be willing to help out with
suggestions), and suggested that we approach Alice Taylor. I did have a prelimipary
discussion with Alice a few months ago but we need to come up with 2 plan and a budget
before we pursued this further. The U of M and Alice have agreed, and so has the
Primate, that this would be a "thematic" exhibit, an illustrated "history" of the Church of
Armmepia and her dogma; we would not shy away from some "controversial” aspects of
the Church's dogme. The Museum of Art at Michigan will handle all technical and
artistic aspects of the exhibit and the anticipated publication of the catalogue and has no
objection to the opening of the exhibit in New York first. All this and similar details will
be worked out once we have a commitment from the Matenadaran for lending the mss to
us for a specific period of time(July-November, 2001).

As for the other two events, the ASP would be happy to explore the possibility of
holding them jointly with the Diocese in the same or a somewhat modified fashion. But
there is time to discuss these in the Fall. Meanwhile, please do not hesitate to contact me
for any questions you may have for any aspects of this "report" that I may have left out
inadvertently. Kind regards to all members of the Committee and yourself,

Yours sincerely,
E/\M

Kevork B. Bardakjian

G \\n \9\"\
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Attachment 3

1700 Anniversary Committee Meeting
Thursday, June¢ 10, 1999
Public Relations Thoughts

Here are some thoughts on developing a Public Relations platform for the 1700 celebration:

1. There must be a theme to develop. It is the story line we want to disseminate within
our Armenian community and in the broad American community. It is the focus of what we
want to communicate. It is the central issue that this celebration is all about. It should be a
positive focus that we can all be proud of. I think it should be something like:

Armenia: The First Christian Nation

This is what we are all about.

2. We must put a workable communication system in place. Public relations releases

have to go to reporters who find the story worthwhile to print. The print media and the

television meslig 3re key. We have to know who the people are who will carry our story..
rovi

We have to them good copy. We have to help them understand why our releases are

newsworthy events. We have to do things to help this community become our friend.

Our committee should develop the following information for each local market we want to
enter:

City

Newspaper name

Reporter name/phone/fax who writes about religious news
TV station

Reporter name/fax/phone who broadcasts events of a religious nature
We have to know the same information about the national media we want to contact.

Chris Zakian may have some of this in place. Our committee job is to be sure that it is in

place and operable and come up with ideas on how to convert this press/TV community
into our friends. '

3. We have to be sure we develop good press copy. Our product has to be newsworthy.
It has to be interesting. It has to be helpful. It has to make the reporters who pick up the
story look good. We need some creative talent around to do this. Our committee job is to
identify that talent and help them create good product for this project. ’
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Image/Public Relations/Marketing

1700th Anniversary Committee

The following list are thoughts to consider during this celebration.

By no means does it represent a complete list. Perhaps some of these
ideas will develop into additional suggestions.

1)

2)

3)

4)

5)

6)

7)

. : . SEpmoH
During this 12 month celebration, have a ggmigeer once a month about

the history and adoption of Christianity.

Prepare a video on this subject - share it (free?) with ......our

Armenian churches, Armenian organizations, other major non-Armenian
religious institutions. :

A logo needs to be devloped that stresses the theme from this dis-
tant ancient period. All stationary and related items should carry
this logo. Commission an Armenian graphic artist to develop this
logo. It should reflect this period.

We need a way to describe what it meant to be able to say,
"I'm Christian." ‘

Do we reach-out beyond the Armenian Church?

Some say this is the most exciting era in Armenian history. We need
to develop a manner in which to share this with the Armenian Com-
munity - and beyond.

Brochures/Pamphlets to be produced on this historic time in Armenian
history. Make sure the youth can understand it. Make it available
to all Armenian organizations.

How can we write and get published a series of articles (or just one
major article) that newspapers will run. Television and cable cover-
age. A Website. Acknowledgement by the White HousegwdOther State
governments where there is a large Armenian population. Publish a

book or a special document outlining this milestone and sell the
book (This could be costly)

Have the celebration noted each Sunday in all church bulletins dur-
ing this celebration year.



Attachment 4

The 1700® Diocesan Committee
The Subcommittee for Scholarly/Academic Programs

The Subcommittee met in the Zohrab Information Center of the Diocese on Tuesday,
May 11. Present at the meeting were Fr. Krikor Maksoudian, Fr. Vahan Hovhanessian,
and Mr. Aram Arkun. The following programs were discussed.

1.

College Programs in cooperation with the Armenian Departments, Programs of Study
or Student Clubs. The Program will include two or three lectures or presentations, to
be offered as a one-day seminar in the host college/university. The speakers will be
mainly from the Seminary faculty, the Zohrab Information Center as well as members
of the University’s Department or Program of Armenian Studies.
Cost: Approx. $10,000.00

Publications:

a. Book: “History of the Armenian Church.”

b. 8-10 page pamphlets focusing on the conversion of the Armenia, and
highlights in the 1700 years of Armenian Church history.

C. Approx. Cost: $2,772.2?

Major Symposium:

a. to be held in St. Vartan Cathedral

b. Be co-sponsored by important Armenian Study Programs and/or Departments
such as Harvard, Columbia, UMICH., Tufts, UCLA, ... etc.

c. Major Themes of the symposium will include History of the Armenian
Church, Theology, Liturgy, Canon and Administration, and Armenian
Christian Literature.

d. Approx. cost: $50,000.00

Seminary conference: To be held in St. Nersess Seminary in conjunction with other
seminaries in the area, such as St. Vladimir’s, St. Joseph, GTS, UTS and others.
Approx. cost: $20,000.00
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DIOCESE OF THE ARMENIAN CHURCH OF AMERICA
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Archbishop Kbajag Barsamian, Primate

om 3311
Uwjpu 18, 1999

Qlpuplinphi

S. Uliupmy Upp. Uodkw(

Quyuwuwmubh vty Pphuinnbbnieliw i
Nrmulpu i Upol Snywlpfwl 1700—wibwlh
Jwphs Lwmnninun

U. EoupwdhG

Upph Uppwqu Gnpwgp,

Uwnwgwd tGp Uwppy 21, 1999 emwyhp dbp Guiwlp' 1700—wibwlyh wnpm
Apwupupuwly Awlmw§ gmapwnpudGhpm puupuwligniplup:

Qbp Guwdwlpi vk Y'pukp pk 51 qukpy jnpwnpud npymwé £ Bnwelbnmuwpwl b
pmnpl wy Swhumwd &G, b Yp juGnpkp np hnfuwpdbpp wldhowwku nplymp dbp nnmwd
Awugkhti :

Up gwiplip pulyym np dhiqh Awunnpmnuud wnhnbymphGGipp Godwmnnipbwl s&G
Awdwwunnuupiu Ghnp:

UnwetnmwpwGhu U, Jwmwl puamul wwwnwupiwGuanmG Atonkiiwg inkiniympemGnp
hnjuwligud £ vkqh., Unwshl wlqwd wnbnkljugmwd £ np UnweGnmmwpwt Up npymp 12
«ukpy jmpwnpud i 12 Awdwwwwnwupowl wnapp (Uwpn 18, 1999): b jugwn klwd £ np
npymwé jmpwnpudGapm qmuwpp 11 «ukpy E, Awlunwly wlnp np npymwd wnupbipp 12
fiwan EpG: Gpypnpn wGqwd' ShyhG ampp UpppbwGh dbnwup (Uuypu 5, 1999) unnugnw s E
38 «ukpy: MphiG, vinwgmwd ympwnmudGapm pnfAwGmp emuwpp 49 «ukps k, npdk
Swlumwd b vhuyl bpym ukpy (Uwmn 25=pG &1 Uwmn 30—pG, 1999):

dwlligkp uwnnplii qunllky wlmbGGEpG m AwugkGhpp wilnGg' npnlp qlwd G wju
«ukpylpp:

buly dwfumwd bplym «ukpy jnpunpudGipm yinfuwdtpp (400 —snpu fwpmp—~ wnjwp),
fwdwdwyl dkp punfnuphlp Yp npymp Eplaw G UpinpwGn fpwdwwnmbp :

Epp junkjbw) ywlwnmuGhp pjpwi' Yp wbnbyuglblp dhqh:
LunwqnG vwunpwlpllpm| b1 uppny nnomGmn'
Unopwlhg n

wdwly Upp. Mupuwvbwl

Unwelinnn
Mr. Hrayr Aris St. Thomas Armenian Church
271 Burns St. Highway 9 W and E. Clinton Ave.
Forest Hills, NY 11375 Tenafly, NJ 07660

630 SECOND AVENUE, NEW YORK, NY 10016-4885 TETLEPHONE 217 688 G710 TAX 212,777 3558



Diocese of the Armenian Church 630 Second Avenue New York, NY 10016

Date: 7/23/99

To: Archbishop Khajag Barsamian, Michael Haratunian, Sahan Arzruni,
Prof. Kevork Bardakjian, Richard Dabagian, Very Rev. Fr. Daniel
Findikyan, Very Rev. Fr. Vahan Hovhanessian, George Kassis, Very
Rev. Fr. Krikor Maksoudian, Very Rev. Fr. Haigazoun Melkonian, Rev.
Fr. Untzag Nalbandian, Karen Bedrosian Richardson, Jon Simonian

From: Berjouhi Saladin

RE: 1700th Anniversary Committee Meeting

Just a reminder that the next meeting of the 1700™ Anniversary Committee will be on
Thursday, July 29, 1999 at 10:00 a.m. at the Diocese of the Armenian Church.
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Mother Sea of Holy Etchmiadzin )
X::‘,':';.';"“"" | 1700th Anniversary Office

aX

To: Easten Diocese From: Archbishop Mesrob Ashjian
Foc 1-212-7793558 Pages: 2
Phone: Dste: 05/19/99

Re: Biblical Armenia Conference cc:

O Please Reply

¢ Comments: Please forward this fax to Dr. Hagop Nersoyan. Thank You!




1ieo by I O

Biblical Armenia

International Conference

June 21-24, 1999
Oshagan, Armenia

We are pleased to learn that you are participating in the
“Biblical Armenia” conference to be held in Oshagan, Armenia from
June 21 to 24, 1999,

- We would like you to expedite the synopsis of your
presentation no later than May 25, 1999 to the following fax number:

374-2-151700

Also, we appreciate if you send us the following information:

arrival date return date
day day.

time time

flight number. flight number
name

date

Please fill out and return this form attached to your synopsis.

With thanks,

Archbishop Mesrob Ashjian
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1700 UUGUY SUBUUSULP UES PPPUSNLENRREUL
MGSULUL uroL SAUNTUL

17T CENTENARY OF THE PROCLAMATION
OF CHRISTIANITY IN ARMENIA
N-102
21.04.99p.
Q-Lpw)Gnph
S. vwdwy Upp. Mwpuwitw6
Unwolnpy UUL UplbjtwG phith
‘Uht Gnpp

Uhpbjh Uppuqud,

Qtigh wpntl huly qpuo thip << MbnwluwG Pwlyh htiv gnpowlygupwnp L
1700—witwypi wopjn hpuwunwpuymwd jmywunpudGhpne dwepd: SGnphwiwg
LGp, np plnunwobghp uWhp wnwouwplhl L Jtgh mgupynuwd pniny 51
vt GlinG wpnbl hul ywdwnnmwo G6: Npuytugh upbGuip dtp hwynbithwyp
Juwuwpty Uwjp Upnn Up. E9uhwoGh htin L dtnGwupyklp jnywnpudh pwupph
jugnpn prnuipldwbp, Yp fulnpblp, np whdhewlwl thmpny dtgh thnpuwbgtp
Jtgh juwldlnuuo jnwnpudlipm hwiwwwwnwuuwl gnuiwpp Juwd Juluhy
Jtpwny L ud htinbyw) pwllwihl hw)mny

. Correspondent Bank For Further
Bencficiary Bank in the USA Credit To:
Marine Midland Bank e
Midland Armenia Bank New York US A h(:slrlop
Yerevsn, Armenia Swift- MRMDUS33 As/CsNy@
Swift Address: Chips://CP:108 007 02065%“160
MIDLAM?22 Beneficiary Bank A/C e
With Midland
No.: 000-05145-4 .
Armenia Bank

Quwpdbwg whnh funpthGp, np wnwohl huy wrhpny dkgh thnfuwGgthp
qlnpnGhpniG wlniln, wgquinlp, hwughl L hnhGg qO0wd jnpwnpuadhl phip:

b Jbpony Gnp wwuwpwlpltpnt wywpwquwjhG Ynp fpulnpblp np G{uwnp
nultGwp dtp Gwpunpny Gwdwyp g Ytwp, nip Y puthbp.

«bGswtu jhpwd Ghp, JnpwunpuiGtpm ukpp Y wpdt 200 mnjwp: BGuppy 15-
LG jtwnnjy ghlGp whumh pw) 250 minpup, pw)jg “knp YpGwp wnnp 25-p wwht) tp
Unwolnpnupwbh dwjuubpnb hwiwn»:

Qulfuwjwjwn 2Gnphuljunipunip L tnpwjpwlwb uhpny
Unopwlhg’

— »
Utupny Upp. Updtwl
Jdwnhy Lwpnniqup

Holy Etchmiadzin, Vagharshapat, Armenia « Tel {374-2) 28-74-83/15-1700/59-4-1700 « E-mail: mairator @arminco.com
P.0. Box 3141, Grand Central Station, New York, NY 10163 USA - Tel/Fax {212) 286-0360 - E-mail: arm1700 @ armchurch1700.0rg
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His Holiness Karekin |
Supreme Patriarch and
Catholicos of All Armenians

His Eminence Archbisnop
Knajag Barsamian, Primate
Eastern Diocese

[,/: ”mpJ/rb..,U/: z"l[/' .
Uﬁ Stp. ”ﬁ ZMM_uun,p,.

April 20, 1999

Ms. Karen Bedrosian Richardson
330 East 46™ Street, Apt. 8D
New York, NY 10017

Dear Karen,

Thank you for your fax of April 19 and your agreement to participate in the
brainstorming session on the 1700 celebration. I do look forward to meeting you in

person.

To address your questions:

1.

4.

This session is focussed on how we should celebrate this occasion in the United
States in particular. The Diocese is not, to-date, aware of any 1700 celebration
activities planned to be carried out in the U.S.

Holy Etchmiadzin has formed a global committee that is in the process of
planning activities for world-wide implementation, none of which has yet, to our
knowledge taken too much shape. The only concrete thing we are aware of is
having produced a number of t-shirts and other memorabilia which are being sold
through the mailbox of an individual in Douglaston Parkway in Queens.

The preliminary thinking is that we would like to use this occasion to not only
celebrate as Armenians but more importantly make Americans aware of the
Armenian Church and Armenians, and their contributions to Christianity and to
America.

Whatever activities are planned must include raising funds to cover related costs.

As you can see from the above, we are starting from ground zero with this meeting. This
is why we are calling it a brainstorming session. We would like to throw in as many
ideas as we can and bounce ideas off one another in an effort to come up with an overall
framework and structure.

I realize the above may not answer all the questions on your mind, which are equally
shared by the others participating in this session. It is our hope that we would come out
from the session with a preliminary road map.

by 445 With Appreciation,
Cne Body...One Spirit...
One Lord...One Faith..
Eph. 4:4-5: .
George Kassis

630 Second Avenue
New York, NY 1QO16-4806

Telephcne 212.686.0710
Fax 212.779 3556

Director of Communications & Development

Cc: Archbishop Khajag Barsamian

Mr. Michael Haratunian
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One Body One Spmr
One Lord.. One Faith...

Eph. 4:4-5

630 Second Avenue
New York, NY 10016-4806

Teiephone 212 686.0710
Fax 212.779.3558

April 15, 1999

To: Mr. Richard Dabagian
Mr. Michael Haratunian
Fr. Haigazoun Melkonian
Ms. Karen Bedrosian Richardson
Mr. Jon Simonian
Fr. Vahan Hovhanessian
Fr. Krikor Maksoudian
Fr. Daniel Findikyan

From: George Kassis

Subject: 1700 Celebration Brain-Storming Session

This is to confirm the above session to take place at Tahlij in Diocese of
the Armenian Church of America, 630 Second Avenue, New York (corner
of 34" Street and Second Avenue) at 5 p.m. on Thursday, May 6™, 1999,
Your participation is most appreciated.

In this session, we will attempt to put together the a preliminary plan for
what should be done to honor our 1700 years anniversary as Christians. To
this end, it would be desirable if each of you were to provide a list of ideas
we might consider which we would circulate before the meeting. If you
are able to do so, please forward your thoughts to me by Thursday 29
April. You may fax your thoughts to me at 212-447-4343 or email them

to me at endowment@armeniandiocese.org.

With appreciation.

Cc:  Archbishop Khajag Barsamian
Mr. Simon Y. Balian
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1700th Anniversary of Baptism of Armenia by St. Gregory the
Illuminator

Booklets on the Armenian Church

Series Title:
The Church of the Armenians: Carrying the Cross of Jesus Christ for 1700 Years

"Then Jesus told his disciples, "If any man would come after me, let him deny himself and take up his cross and

follow me."
[Matt. 16:24]

Series Editors:
Faculty of St. Nersess Seminary

Overall Theme of Booklets

The Armenian Church is part of the universal Church of Jesus Christ. Its main mission is to
witness to his gospel, and to lead our people in discipleship and praise of God. The Armenian
Church enriches the universal church with its own Christian history, tradition, practices; in short,
by its distinctive and unique Christian witness.

Titles:

1.

Christianity in Armenia and Among the Armenians - Fr. Simeon
What is the Armenian Church? Where did it come from? What is its raison d'étre and mission?
What is its mission in America today?

. The Armenian Church in the Christian World Today - Fr. Garabed

Christian Denominations and Families, Relationship with Oriental Orthodox, Eastern
Orthodox, Roman Catholic Church, Protestant Denominations, Sects, Jehovah's Witnesses,
Mormons. Armenian Church in the WCC, NCC. Prospects for the future.

. Teachings of the Armenian Church - Terian

Basic teachings, distinctive features of Armenian Church doctrine.

. The Voice of the Armenian Church Regarding Contemporary Moral Issues -

Homosexuality, Abortion, Sexuality, Contraception, Parenting and other

. Worship in the Armenian Church- Fr. Daniel

Origin and development, distinctive features, liturgy.

. The Bible in the Armenian Church - Fr. Vahan

Introduction to the Bible, Translation of the Bible, Use of the Bible in the Armenian Church,
The Message of the Bible for Armenians Today.

Physical Description:

Booklets should be pocket-size, approximately 3.5" x 6"

Black and White with one-color cover (each booklet will have a different colored cover).
10-20 pages per booklet .

Timetable:
September 1, 2000: Booklets go to print.
November 1, 2000: Booklets printed and distributed to parishes.



Draft

1700 Anniversary Committee Meeting
Wednesday, November 10, 1999 4:00 pm

Attendance: Archbishop Khajag Barsamian, Fr. Krikor Maksoudian, Mr. Michael
Haratunian, Mr. Aram Arkun, Mr. George Kassis, Fr. Vasken Kouzouian, Fr. Untzag
Nalbandian, Ms. Karen Bedrosian Richardson and Mr. Jon Simonian.

The meeting convened at 4:25 PM with Archbishop Khajag Barsamian offering the
opening prayer. The minutes of the meeting of September 14, 1999 were approved.
Michael Haratunian reported that the committee has received $10,000 from the Diocesan
Council and a checking account has been opened to cover initial expenses. He asked that
all sub-committees present program outlines, dates and venues so that a calendar of
events can be prepared for the 1700™ anniversary celebration.

In expressing his opinion of what the message of the 1700™ anniversary should be, Mr.
Haratunian commented that the Church, as an institution, is a legacy that we have
received. How well this legacy is maintained in the future will depend on how well the
Church is able to reach out to the American Armenian community. In order to do this,
Mr. Haratunian continued, the church needs qualified clergy to lead the flock. Therefore,
the financial beneficiary of the 1700™ anniversary celebration should be the St. Nersess
Armenian Seminary. The aim of the fundraising campaign will be the education of clergy
and lay people to insure the future of the Armenian Church in America.

1. Exhibits: In the absence of Professor Bardakjian, Michael Haratunian reported
that Prof. Bardakjian and the delegation from the University of Michigan were in
Armenia and they met with the officials there. However, Prof. Bardakjian has not
as yet presented his report. It was the unanimous decision of the committee that
the Diocese will have to reconsider whether to co-sponsor the exhibit if a major
donor is not found to underwrite the entire expense of such an exhibit.

2. Concert: In the absence of Mr. Arzruni there is no new information to report on
the concert.
3. Teaching Role of the Church: Since Fr. Daniel is absent, there is no new

information to present on this item of the agenda. However, Mr. Haratunian
reported that Fr. Daniel and Fr. Vahan have finalized a list of subjects that will be
covered in the brochures. They have asked for editorial assistance. They will use
the resources of the Diocesan Departments. Fr. Untzag will work with this sub-
committee.



Ecumenical Service: The Primate reported that the National Council of Churches
is in favor of an ecumenical service celebrating the 1700™ anniversary of the
Armenian Church. They suggested that this celebration be incorporated into an
event to take place in Washington, DC with the Catholic Church and member
churches with the attendance of government leaders. A suggestion was made that
the committee plan a badarak, possibly in Central Park, to celebrate the Feast of
Etchmiadzin in June of 2001. It was agreed that the committee will await the final
decision of the National Council of Churches before it continues with plans for a
local ecumenical service.

Youth: Fr. Vasken reported on his ideas for the youth. He said that the theme of
the 1700™ Anniversary would be incorporated in all youth activities throughout
the year. As to the actual celebration, he suggested either a week-end program
which could include a dance, a picnic, etc. or a one day major event to take place
in a well known site in New York, such as Central Park, with a nationally
recognizable figure as MC. It was agreed to ask Fr. Mardiros Chevian for his
advice and help in approaching young Armenian professionals to organize a
major event in Central Park that would include the youth event as part of its

program.

Academic: Fr. Krikor reported that he had no new developments to add to his
proposal that was presented at the last meeting. Mr. Haratunian asked the
academic sub-committee to provide a specific outline of subjects, speakers, dates
and budget for consideration at the next committee meeting. The symposium,
organized by the Zohrab Center, must be announced as soon as possible.

Public Relations: Jon Simonian reported that the creation of an interactive web
page would cost between $10,000-$25,000. He felt this endeavor should be left to
the Diocesan Council to undertake. However, the design and contents of a web
site that would be linked to the existing address of armenianchurch.org would cost
$1500.00. The committee approved the expenditure of $1500.00. Mr. Simonian
suggested the name of Barbara Mouk to work as a freelance PR person for the
1700™ Anniversary. The committee agreed that Mr. Simonian approach Ms.
Mouk with an offer of $1000.00 per month plus expenses. George Kassis reported
that Armen Garabedian is working on the design of a logo for the 1700
Anniversary, which will be ready for the committee’s consideration at its next
meeting.

Fund Raising & Budgets: Michael Haratunian regoned that a separate fund
raising committee will be established for the 1700" Anniversary, as was done for
the centennial celebration of the Diocese.

New Business: Jon Simonian suggested that more activities be planned at the
grass roots level (picnics, dinners, entertainment). Michael Haratunian said a
directive from the Primate and a guideline on the 1700™ anniversary celebration
will be prepared and sent to the parishes. A Parish Activities sub-committee,



under the direction of Fr. Untzag, will be established and it will be an item on all
future agendas.

10.  Next Meeting: The next meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, December 8, 1999
at 4:00 PM at the Diocese.

The meeting adjourned at 5:45 PM with the Primate offering the closing prayer.

Respectfully submitted,

Berjouhi Saladin



1700™ Anniversary Committee —Youth Program Update
December 8, 1999

~ Focus: Celebration and education.

Target Audience: Children, young adults, and young families of the Armenian Church in
America.

Theme: The anniversary theme will be promoted throughout the DYM’s 2001 programming.
All existing programs sponsored by the DYM e.g. camps, retreats, forums, parish and college
visitations, youth pilgrimages, etc., will focus on celebrating and educating the meaning of 1700
years of Christianity in Armenia, both as a milestone and as a stepping stone.

The DYM is currently developing youth programs created specifically for the 1700™ anniversary.
There is a preference to focus these programs in the vicinity of the Diocesan complex as the
center of the Armenian Church in America. Additionally, the presence of a relic from Holy
Etchmiadzin, such as the relic of St. Gregory the Illuminator, would make the commemoration(s)
more tangible to the youth of the Church.

At this point, several ideas are being discussed, with the understanding that cnly the most
realistic and manageable will be pursued. The ideas are as follows:

1. A weekend event held in a location attractive to young adults and families, in which
many aspects of the milestone anniversary could be brought out to attendants. Possible
locations include the Walt Disney World Resort in Florida, Central Park in New York, or
a resort appropriate to the season. Such an event could incorporate several activities: an
Armenian Picnic, a concert for children by a well known Armenian artist (Raffi?), an
Armenian dance, forums or teaching programs by the staff of St. Nersess Seminary,
administration of a survey/questionnaire to better understand our young families and
youth. This weekend event would need to have the constant presence of a large number
of clergy. The presence of the Catholicos would be beneficial to drawing attendants.
Consideration should be given to busing attendants to and from parishes, providing hotel
accommodations/reserving large blocks of hotel space offering discounted rates, funding
(at least partial) bussing to/from parishes, etc. Consideration for a location within New
York may also include a large room within a Manhattan hotel (most likely the same
hotel).

2. A one-day event, held in Central Park, with a modified version of the program planned
for the above weekend event. This modified one-day event would be more easily
manageable, as well as allow for the participation of many more people who could afford
to give one day’s time opposed to an entire weekend. A national celebrity figure, a
strong draw for attendants, may also be easier to schedule for a one-day event.
Consideration should be given to busing attendants to and from parishes.

3. “Armenian Family Celebration Cruise.” A 4-5 day cruise for young families and
young adults with His Holiness Karekin II, the Primate (or perhaps the three Primates of
North America), and the clergy of the diocese. It would be viewed as a milestone event
that the Catholicos of All Armenians would offer four days of his time to spend with the

Department of Youth Ministrye 145 Brattle Street, Cambridge, MA 02138 Phone (617) 876-2700# Fax (617) 876-2266
E-mail dym2000@gateway.net » Web address: http://www.armenianchurch.org/youth



young families of the Armenian Church in America on the occasion of the 1700™
anniversary. Audiences with the Catholicos could be scheduled throughout the cruise.
The opportunity for small groups of 3-4 families/young adults to spend scheduled short
periods of time with His Holiness would be important to them for several reasons: they
would feel that he wants to hear their voices, that he deems their concerns and issues as
important, and that he is willing to begin addressing their needs as the Church enters into
the next 1700 years. It is important to young families to meet and learn about the
Catholicos and vice-versa.

Since St. Nersess Seminary is the focal point for all funds raised, it would be important
for the presence of the Seminary’s staff and students to be part of the scheduled
programming. Possibilities include offering short evening dialogues and lectures on
issues related to the faith; however, it must be kept in mind that all programs would need
to be geared to the layman.

Several considerations should be given in planning this event. It would be beneficial to
the overall success of the event if the diocese subsidized a portion of the costs per family
attending, e.g. diocese pays for one night or subsidizes a small portion of each ticket
purchased. This subsidy signals support by the diocese for the youth and the anniversary
program.

To date, the following information has been gathered: The cruise ships we would be
interested in range in size, with the average size accommodating 1200 people. The 4-5
day cruises out of New York generally travel to the Caribbean and cost approximately
$399-$499 per person. Most cruise lines allow children under 18 years of age to travel
free. A further reduced rate for clergy and their families would help ensure their
participation. A baby-sitting service must be included and advertised. Junior ACYOA
members could be offered free travel in exchange for their services of baby-sitting.

The Catholicos’ presence for a 4-5 day cruise would greatly enhance the appeal of this
event. The Catholicos could be housed in a suite with all the conveniences of an office
i.e. telephone, fax, email, receiving room etc. to continue with his daily work. At certain
intervals throughout the day it would be arranged that he receive small groups of cruise
participants for brief dialogues. A translator may be needed. Each participant of the
cruise would be told in advance of his/her scheduled audience time. Evening group
programs featuring the Catholicos could be considered, as well as dinners and/or
banquets. The cruise could culminate with the celebration of the Divine Liturgy aboard
ship. The possibilities are many — the experience unforgettable.

Additionally, consideration would have to be given to the fact that all cruise ships feature
several bars as well as casinos. This could be seen as inappropriate. Granted that if the
diocese were to fill the entire cruise, then it would simply be a matter of dictating to the
cruise company our preference.

Department of Youth Ministrye 145 Brattle Street, Cambridge, MA 02138 Phone (617) 876-2700e Fax (617) 876-2266
E-mail dym2000@gateway.net » Web address: http://www.armenianchurch.org/youth
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September 22, 1998

Mr. James D. Aljian
Chairman

The Lincy Foundation
4835 Koval Lane

Las Vegas, NV 89109

Dear Mr. Aljian;

We are submitting the enclosed proposal “Celebrating the 1700 Anniversary of

Armenian Christianity” for your consideration for funding. The proposal spells
out our plans for celebrating this unique Anniversary. 1 am sure you share our
sense of urgency of this matter and its importance.

In addition to the proposal, we are also enclosing the following:

1997 Annual Report

1997 Financial Report

The book “The Torch was Passed”, which is the history of our Diocese
The Centennial Booklet

BN -

We hope that you will review the proposal and the materials sent favorably. We
would also be happy to meet with you to discuss the proposal and other issues in
greater detail.

We wish you, the Lincy Foundation, and its great founder the best of success in
all you endeavors. We look forward to your favorable response.

With prayers,

SRR

Archbishop Khajag Barsamian
Primate

[




PROPOSAL

CELEBRATING THE
1700th ANNIVERSARY OF ARMENIAN CHRISTIANITY

Submitted by:

Diocese of the Armenian Church of America
630 Second Ave.
New York, NY 10016
(212) 686-0710
Fax (212) 252-0681

Contact: Simon Y. Balian, Esq.
Executive Director

Submitted to
The Lincy Foundation
4835 Koval Lane
Las Vegas, Nevada 89109

September 22, 1998



I. EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

In the year 301 A.D. St. Gregory the Illuminator baptized King Dertad II of
Armenia. Thereupon, the king declared Christianity to be the official religion of
Armenia. This unprecedented act made Armenia the first nation to accept Christianity as
an entire nation. The year 2001 AD will mark the 1700" anniversary of this momentous
event in the history of the Armenians. This anniversary will be celebrated in Armenia and
by the Armenian Church worldwide. -

The Diocese of the Armenian Church of America (“Diocese”) will commemorate
this 1700" anniversary of Christianity in North America. This anniversary provides us the
unique opportunity to inform the public of the Christian faith and tradition of Armenia
and garner support for both the socio-economic development and the rejuvenation of faith
in post-Soviet Armenia. The world will also have the opportunity to understand and
appreciate the Armenian faith, culture, and history better. In order to accomplish this
important task, the Diocese needs additional staff and financial resources for the
extensive planning, preparatory work and implementation of the project.

The Diocese is uniquely positioned and qualified to carry out this mission
successfully. It is the largest Diocese outside Armenia; it has the leadership, the
experience and the recognition necessary to observe such a major celebration. The
requested grant is essential for planning and implementing an appropriate
commemoration. Without the grant, the Diocese will plan a much more modest
celebration of this once-in-a-lifetime opportunity.

II. INTRODUCTION

In 2001 Armenians all over the world will celebrate the 1700™ anniversary of the
establishment of Christianity in Armenia as the state religion. This event made Armenia
the first nation to accept Christianity, predating the Edict of Milan issued by the Roman
Emperor Constantine tolerating Christianity in the Roman Empire by 12 years.

His Holiness Karekin I, Supreme Patriarch and Catholicos of All Armenians has
established a Central Committee to observe the event in Armenia as well as guide the
celebration in other parts of the world. Also, there is a joint state-church committee to
celebrate the event in Armenia.

It is imperative for us to celebrate this unique milestone in North America as well.
This historic event is one of our greatest distinctions as a people. This anniversary
provides us with a rare opportunity to introduce our faith, culture and history to the
public. The celebration will allow us to perpetuate the legacy of the Armenian Church as
the most venerable and ancient Christian and Armenian institution. The Armenian
Church has guided the Armenian people through centuries of turmoil and persecution.
Today, Armenians in the Diaspora still look at the Church for both spiritual nourishment
and as the center of their heritage and ethnic identity. In post-Soviet Armenia, the people
are looking at the Church as the symbol of their continuity and stability in times of



uncertainty. The Armenian Church is the single most important bridge uniting the
Armenians scattered all over the world with each other and with the Armenians living in

the motherland.
II1. THE PROJECT

The Diocese has formed an Anniversary Central Committee consisting of
distinguished citizens and scholars to oversee the organization of this observance. The
Diocese is also coordinating its efforts with the Western and Canadian Dioceses of the
Armenian Church to maximize our efforts.

This event will be marked through many events across the continent. Some of the
major planned events include:

a) Ecumenical activities: Through the National Council of the Churches of Christ all the
member denomination will be asked to mark the event in their churches. The Diocese is
an active member of the NCCC and the Primate; Archbishop Khajag Barsamian is the
Vice-President of the NCCC Board of Governors. The Diocese will provide these
churches with the necessary materials and resources to properly observe the occasion.

b) Community events: All Armenian Churches will intensify their efforts to educate the
members in their faith.

c) Conferences and Symposia: These will be held at leading universities in several
regions of the country. Prominent scholars will be invited to present lectures and papers.

d) Exhibits: We plan to introduce the rich Armenian cultural heritage in several art
institutions. A collection of Manuscripts and religious artifacts from the collections of
Holy Echmiadzin, the Armenian Patriarchate of Jerusalem, the Diocese, and other
institutions will be exhibited.

e) Publications: This includes books and pamphlets prior to the year 2001 in order to
educate and prepare the public. Secondly, we intend to publish all the academic
proceedings of the conferences and symposia for distribution to libraries worldwide.

f) Pilgrimages: On this special occasion we will organize pilgrimages to Armenia so that
people can visit the Holy Cathedral of Etchmiadzin as well as other sites in Armenia and
thereby spiritually connect with their past.

All of the above activities are in the concept or planning stages only. In order to
start concretely implementing these events; the Diocese has to establish the necessary
administrative offices and staff to properly develop these programs. The new staff will be
hired to start in January 1999. The planning and preparations will be made in 1999 and
2000. There will be some commemorative events in the year 2000 both to mark the
Christian millennium and to prepare for the major events, which will be celebrated



throughout the year 2001. The project will wind down in the first quarter of the year
2002.

IV. APPLICANT PROFILE

The Diocese of the Armenian Church of America is a religious corporation incorporated
under the laws of New York State and has 501(c) (3) charitable status under Internal
Revenue Code. The Diocese was established in 1898. It is the largest Diocese outside
Armenia with 62 parishes. The Diocesan offices are in New York City adjacent to St.
Vartan Armenian Cathedral, which was consecrated in 1968 by His Holiness Vazken I,
Catholicos of All Armenians of blessed memory.

The Primate, His Eminence Archbishop Khajag Barsamian, leads the Diocese.
There is a Diocesan Council that meets monthly and Diocesan Delegates from all
parishes meet once a year in a Diocesan Assembly.

Principal officers:

a) Archbishop Khajag Barsamian — Archbishop Barsamian has been the Primate of the
Diocese since 1990. He has graduate degrees from the General Theological Seminary
in New York and the Pontifical Institute for Oriental Studies in Rome. He has also
done post-graduate research and studies at Oxford University and St. John’s
University in Minnesota. He is the author of several books and many articles. He is a
member of the Supreme Spiritual Council (the Executive Board of the Armenian
Church), he sits on the Boards of Directors of: the National Council of Churches; the
American Bible Society; the Appeal of Conscience Foundation; Religion in American
Life. He is the President of the St. Nerses Armenian Seminary, the Fund for
Armenian Relief, and the Armenian Church Endowment Fund.

b) Simon Y. Balian, Esq. —~ Mr. Balian is the Executive Director responsible for the
administrative operation of the Diocese. He holds graduate degrees in Religious
Studies from the General Theological Seminary in New York and McGill University
in Montreal. He received his law degree with honors from St. John’s University in
New York and is a member of the New York and Federal Bars.

c) Attached is the full list of the Diocesan Council, which is elected by the Diocesan
Assembly and functions as a Board of Directors.

V. BUDGET
We are requesting a total of $677,310.00 for the project. Attached is the detailed

budget and line-by-line explanation of the items. The grant can be awarded in semi-
annual installments or on a quarterly reimbursement of actual expenses basis. Some line



items are averaged over the period of the proposed project, others are are reasonably
estimated considering that many of the projects are in the preliminary planning stages.

V1. REPORTING

The Diocese will submit a Quarterly Progress and Financial Reports to the
Foundation unless the latter has other reporting requirements.

VII. CONCLUSION

The 1700™ Anniversary of the establishment of Christianity in Armenia is a
unique moment for providing the world with an opportunity to be enriched by the
heritage of the Armenian Church. We have a rich tradition in religious literature, music,
art, architecture, and so on that most of the world is unaware of. The Armenian Church
also is a church that has suffered over the centuries. Becoming familiar with this most
ancient Christian tradition can enrich the entire world. Moreover, this will be a time for
the members of the Armenian Church to learn and appreciate the teachings and values of
their Church and renew their commitment to their Christian faith.



PROPOSED BUDGET
CELEBRATING THE
1700TH ANNIVERSARY OF ARMENIAN CHRISTIANITY

Line Category [Description _|Units/m [Unit Cost [Total |
' 1/Personnel |National Coordinator 39| 4,000.00  156,000.00
2 Personnel |Secretary 39| 2,500.00 97,500.00
3|Personnel |Benefits 39| 1,625.00 63,375.00
4|Office Telecommunications 38| 250.00 9,750.00
5|Office Supplies 39 75.00 2,925.00 |
6 Office | Postage and Courier 39! 75.00 | 2,925.00
| 7.Office  Equipment . 5,000.00
| 8 Office Travel ' B 25,000.00
| 9iOffice  [Miscellaneous ' 39:  50.00 1,950.00
10/Programs | Exhibits | 75,000.00
11|Programs  |Conferences R ; 50,000.00
12/Programs  |Publications } i 50,000.00
13/Programs | Other ‘ ] 25,000.00
14 General 1Sub-Total 564,425.00
151General Indirect Costs 20% 1 112,885.00
16:General Total ; 677,310.00
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BUDGET EXPLANATION

National Coordinator: This person will be responsible for staffing the Committee,
coordinating all the activities, developing and maintaining the necessary contacts
for the various programs to be developed. The Coordinator will work under the
supervision of the Executive Director and the Primate.

Secretary: A full-time person to provide the necessary office support for the
Coordinator.

Benefits: This line item includes payroll taxes and fringe benefits for both the
coordinator and the Secretary.

Telecommunications: Telephone, fax, and other electronic means of
communication.

Supplies: In addition to regular office supplies, special stationary and other
supplies will become necessary.

Postage and Courier Services: This includes postal expenses for mass mailings,
regular mailings, and service providers like Federal Express.

Equipment: Two PC-based computers and one high capacity laser printer. Other
equipment, e.g., copier and fax machine, are already available.

Travel: Both national and international travel by staff for program development
and organizational purposes. Travel expenses of particular programs, for example
conference participants, are included in the program expense.

Programs: See the program descriptions in the proposal.

Indirect Cost: These are expenses relating to providing various administrative,
financial, and other support services for the Project. These include accounting,
utilities, supervisory administration and so on. The 20% indirect cost rate is on the
low-end of the scale. Normally, the ICR is around 30% for such projects.
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CENTRAL COMMITTEE
His Holiness Karekin |
Catholicos of Ali Armenians

His Holiness Aram |
Catholicos of the Great House of Cilicia

His Beatitude Torkom
Patriarch of Jerusalem

His Beatitude Karekin
Patriarch of Constantinople

CATHOLICOSATE OF ALL ARMENIANS
His Grace Archbishop Karekin Nersisian
His Grace Archbishop Norvan Zakarian
His Grace Archbishop Mesrob Krikorian
His Grace Bishop Asoghik Aristakesian
His Grace Archbishop Hovnan Derderian
His Grace Bishop Hagop Kinjian

Very Rev. Yeznik Bedrosian

Very Rev. Michael Achabahian

Mr. Bion Hagopian

Mr. Hagop Papazian

Mr. Krikor Khanjisn

Mr. Viadimir Barkhoudarian

CATHOLICOSATE Of GREAT HOUSE OF CILICIA
His Grace Archbishap Ardag Manookian

His Grace Archbishop Goriun Babian

His Grace Archbishop Zareh Aznavorian

His Grace Bishop Oshagan Choloyan

Very Rev. Moushegh Mardisossian

Very Rev. Varoujan Hergelian

Khachig Babigian, Esqg.

M. Vosgeperan Arzoumanian

PATRIARCHATE OF JERUSALEM
His Grace Archbishop Davik Sshakian
His Grace Bishop Sevan Garibian

PATRIARCHATE OF 1STANBUL
His Grace Archbishop Mesrob Moutafyan
Mr. Barouir Mouradian

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
Archbishop Dr. Mesrob X. Krikorian
Bishop Oshagan Choloyan
Chairmen

Archbishop Hovnan Derderian
Very Rev. Moushegh Mardirossian
Secretaries

Archbishop Karekin Nersesian
Archbishop Mesrob Moutafyan
Bishop Sevan Gharibian
Bishop Asaghik Aristakesian
Prof. Grigor Khandjian

Prof. Viadimir Barkhoudarian
Khatchig Babikian, Esq.

Archbishop Mesrob’ Ashjian
Executive Secratary

Press Release:

1700th Anniversary Pilgrimmages 1999

In the 19™ century, a venerable clergyman by the
name of Bishop Karekin Srvantsdiants was a unique pilgrim
who traveled to all of the monasteries of Armenia and left us
a treasure trove of writings. “Pilgrimage... in such a great
and mighty way, you tie us to our roots,” were the words he
used to capture the idea of the pilgrimage and the pilgrim.

Keeping the ideas of Bishop Srvantsdiants in mind,
the 1700 Anniversary Pilgrimage Committee has organized a
series of pilgrimages for 1999 to keep us tied to our roots
and to fan the flames of our faith.

The schedule of pilgrimages in 1999 is:

Jerusalem and Armenia April 6-27
Armenia April 13-27
Istanbul, Van, Moush, Erzinga, Cesarea
September 10-27
e Istanbul, Cesarea, Erzinga, Armenia
September 10-24

The pilgrimage to Jerusalem coincides with Easter
(old calendar) on April 11. The pilgrims will have the
opportunity to participate in the washing of the feet
ceremony at St. James Cathedral on Maundy Thursday and
all the other ceremonies taking place on Holy Week such as,
Easter Sunday mass and requiem. Pilgrims will also have
the chance to visit holy sites such as the Holy Sepulchre
Cathedral and Bethlehem. A week later the pilgrims will
depart for Armenia for a one-week or two-week stay. Many
memorable activities are planned for those weeks in various
parts of Armenia. A conference will take place at Noravank
on April 14-17. On April 17, *Moush Day” will be observed in

Holy Etchmiadzin, Vagharshapat, Armenia - Tel {374-2) 28-74-83/15-1700/59-4-1700 - E-mail: mairator@arminco.com
P.0. Box 3141, Grand Central Station, New York, NY 10163 USA « Tel/Fax (212) 286-0360 + E-mail: arm1700@ armchurch1700.0rg
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525 South State Street 734 764-0395
Ann Arbor MI 48109-1354 734 764-3731 Fax

15 September, 1999

His Eminence Archbishop Nerses Pozapalian
Locum tenens

Catholicosate of All Armenians

Mother See of Etchmiadzin

Etchmiadzin, Armenia

Your Eminence Archbishop Nerses Pozapalian:

The University of Michigan Museum of Art, along with the Eastern Diocese of
the Armenian Church of America, is planning an exhibition that will celebrate the 1700
year anniversary of Armenian Christianity. This exhibition planned to begin in the fall of
2001 will explore the evolution of the Armenian national character through the Armenian
church and its imagery, and will be curated by Dr. Alice Taylor. The exhibition will be
broad in scope, supplemented with loans from the United States and other countries, and
will include liturgical objects in addition to manuscripts. We anticipate that the
exhibition’s tour would consist of several venues between eight and ten weeks in length.
The exhibition would be shown in New York and Ann Arbor plus two additional venues;
the total loan period would be approximately nine months, depending upon the final
number of venues. We realize that a chief concern would be for the safe display of your
manuscripts, vestments and other objects. We would fabricate mounts for each object,
including manuscripts, and would restrict light levels for both manuscripts and textiles to
arange of five to eight footcandles (50-80 lux).

We understand that with the approaching anniversary you will receive a number
of requests from museums and libraries around the world to borrow works from your
holdings. We are writing to request the loan of up to thirty objects from your collections



for inclusion in our exhibition. We are hoping to send a delegation to Armenia during the
month of October to look at objects in Armenian collections. As we refine the themes of
the exhibition, we will be able to submit a specific list of works that we would like to
include in our exhibition. '

The University of Michigan Museum of Art is an institution accredited by the
American Association of Museums and has full climate control and a professional
security staff and electronic devices to safeguard all objects in our care. Your loans
would be installed in an appropriate manner by our trained professional staff. If you
would like a report detailing our facility’s security, fire protection, etc. we would be
happy to send that to you under separate cover. Any other venues would have similar
high standards in matters of professional handling of artwork, security and climate
control; we would be happy to forward to you the facilities reports of the other venues, if
you wish to see them.

We hope that you will give your favorable consideration to our request. If you
have any questions about our request, please let us know. We will be in touch with you
again in the near future with a more specific request list.

Sincerely,
A
James Steward, Director Archbishop Khajak Barsamian
University of Michigan Museum of Art Primate
Ann Arbor, MI 48109 Eastern Diocese of the Armenian Church of
‘ America

New York, NY
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Pninp wlnGp npnGp Yp htnmwpnpppnthl mjunwqlwgnippiGGtpny, YpGw G nhdty hpklg hnynihd,
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Press Release:

1700th Anniversary Pilgrimmages 1999

In the 19" century, a venerable clergyman by the
name of Bishop Karekin Srvantsdiants was a unique pilgrim
who traveled to all of the monasteries of Armenia and left us
a treasure trove of writings. “Pilgrimage... in such a great
and mighty way, you tie us to our roots,” were the words he
used to capture the idea of the pilgrimage and the pilgrim.

Keeping the ideas of Bishop Srvantsdiants in mind,
the 1700 Anniversary Pilgrimage Committee has organized a
series of pilgrimages for 1999 to keep us tied to our roots
and to fan the flames of our faith.

The schedule of pilgrimages in 1999 is:

Jerusalem and Armenia April 6-27
Armenia April 13-27
Istanbul, Van, Moush, Erzinga, Cesarea
September 10-27
e Istanbul, Cesarea, Erzinga, Armenia
September 10-24

The pilgrimage to Jerusalem coincides with Easter
(old calendar) on April 11. The pilgrims will have the
opportunity to participate in the washing of the feet
ceremony at St. James Cathedral on Maundy Thursday and
all the other ceremonies taking place on Holy Week such as,
Easter Sunday mass and requiem. Pilgrims will also have
the chance to visit holy sites such as the Holy Sepulchre
Cathedral and Bethlehem. A week later the pilgrims will
depart for Armenia for a one-week or two-week stay. Many
memorable activities are planned for those weeks in various
parts of Armenia. A conference will take place at Noravank
on April 14-17. On April 17, *Moush Day” will be observed in

Holy Etchmiadzin, Vagharshapat, Armenia « Tel (374-2) 28-74-83/15-1700/59-4-1700 - E-mail: mairator@arminco.com
P.0. Box 3141, Grand Central Station, New York, NY 10163 USA - Tel/Fax (212) 286-0360 « E-mail: arm1700@ armchurch1708.0rg



Yerevan and the pilgrims will be invited to witness an unforgettable program that
will host a traditional pilgrimage to Msho Sultan Sourp Garabed. On Sunday,
April 18" His Holiness Karekin I, Catholicos of All Armenians, will reconsecrate
the Holy Mother of God Cathedral at Amaghou Noravank, which has just finished
being restored through the generous donation of Mr. and Mrs. Dikran and Diana
Hadjetian of Montreal.

In the days following, the pilgrims will visit Holy Etchmiadzin, Khor Virab
and other holy sites. On April 24, the pilgrims will have the great opportunity to
visit Dzidzernagapert and lay flowers around the eternal flame of the monument,
along with hundreds of thousands of Armenians. On that day, those pilgrims
who saw the light of Jerusalem will be able to witness the eternal light of
Armenian faith and hope on the hilltops of Yerevan.

On April 25, Red Sunday, His Holiness Karekin I will again be presiding
over a few special events that will be taking place in the village of Garpi, near
the town of Ashdarag. On that morning, the Holy Mother of God Church of Garpi
will be reconsecrated and the dedication of the parish house and the public park
will take place. In the public park, a bust of one of Garpi’s famous sons, Mesrob
Taghiatian and the memorial and stele for Argentine-Armenians, Boghos
Arzoumanian and his sister, Siranoush Arzoumanian-Medzadourian will be
unveiled. Both together symbolize the poor orphans that struggled to reach the
future always holding on to their faith. It was through the efforts of Mrs.
Siranoush Arzoumanian-Medzadourian and her husband, Armenag Medzadourian,
who are well known for their philanthropy, that constructions took place in
Garpi.

A great number of pilgrims, especially from Argentina, the United States,
Canada, France are expected to participate in the reconsecration ceremonies at
both Noravank and Garpi.

The 1700th Anniversary Office will periodically keep our faithful informed about
all the pilgrimages and other events that will be taking place.

The chairman of the Pilgrimage Central Committee, Archbishop Hovnan
Derderian will be visiting Jerusalem on January 17 and will be travelling to
London, Paris, Lyon, Marseille and Germany to organize the pilgrimages and to
meet with church and lay leaders. He will also be participating in the 1700th
Anniversary Pilgrimage Committee meeting and the diocesan committee
meetings to be held in Holy Etchmiadzin.

We are certain that, as we near the 1700th Anniversary, hundreds of
Armenians will be finding their roots, their motherland and the faith of their
ancestors on the roads of their pilgrimages.



All those who are interested in the pilgrimages can contact their parish
priest, their Diocese or Prelacy or Archbishop Hovnan Derderian directly at:

615 Stuart Ave.
Outremont, Quebec
Canada H2V 3H2

Tel: (514) 276-9479

Fax: (514) 276-9960
E-mail: adiocese@aol.com

Also, visit the Official 1700th Anniversary  Website at:
www.etchmiadzin.am/1700

Bon voyage, pilgrims!
Have a safe trip Armenian pilgrim.
How very lucky of you, Armenian pilgrim!

1700th Anniversary Office
Mother See of Holy Etchmiadzin
January 5, 1999



The 1700 Anniversary Sacred Music Concert

As part of the celebrations marking the 1700th anniversary of the establishment of
Christianity as state religion in Armenia, it is planned to organize a concert of Armenian
sacred music in the fall of 2001 to tour various cities in North America.

Program

The concert is to be exclusively made up of Armenian sacred compositions,
broadly understood, featuring choral and instrumental music. The program will include
familiar works—such as portions of the Divine Liturgy and other well-known liturgical
chants—as well as eclectic ones, so to capture and challenge the listener’s imagination.

A variety of valuable music of this genre has been created since the turn of the
twentieth century, both in the Diaspora and in the homeland, which should be
presented to the public for its historic and artistic value. There is a wealth of material
which remains practically unknown: settings by Komitas; portions of the liturgy by
Tchouhadjian; a setting of the Badarak by Amy Apcar of India, which Komitas
considered to be the most unadulterated of all liturgical settings; and numerous
compositions by Hovhaness, on texts in Armenian, English and Latin. Even the Italian
composer Pietro Bianchini has composed a setting of the Armenian Mass.

Among the representatives of the younger generation, Petros Shoujounian, Eve
Beglarian, Jeff Manookian and Michelle Ekizian have contributed to this category. In
the field of instrumental music, Richard Yardumian and Alicia Terzian have been
inspired by biblical themes. Additionally, since the independence of the country in
1991, there has been a flurry of activities in the field of sacred music in Armenia itself.

Artists -

Since a large portion of the program will be vocal, the performers” grasp of the
Armenian language is an imperative. It seems that the most practical solution is to bring
from Armenia a medium sized, established chorus of about 25 singers, with their
conductor and a tour manager, and present them in various cities of North America.
Should there be any need for soloists, such artists may be culled from the American-
Armenian community, who can travel with the chorus in the cities where the events will
be presented.

Venues

In New York, the concert should take place in St. Vartan Cathedral. In different
cities, Armenian churches should be utilized, conditions permitting. Alternatively,
suitable sanctuaries of various denominations may also be used. When possible, concert
halls should be avoided so to retain the ambiance of the occasion and to reduce the
expenses.

Cost

It is estimated that if only a single concert is presented in New York City, the cost
would be around $50,000 to $60,000. This includes travel expenses, hotel expenses, per



diem, honoraria, printing, mailing, advertising and other ancillary expenditures.
However, the cost of each subsequent event would be substantially reduced if a number
of concerts are organized in various parts of the continent or even within the Diocesan
jurisdiction. In this case, in addition to guaranteeing a specified sum to the Diocese,
each parish should be responsible for surface transportation (but not per diem and
accomodations for the chorus members) and other concert related expenses. If a chorus
is brought from Armenia, it is possible to organize up to four concerts a week.

Procedure

It is first necessary to audition a number of choral groups already active in
Armenia in order to choose an ensemble suitable for our purposes. Then to design a
program, in consultation with the director of the choir, that would reflect our musical
ends. Finally, the project should be presented to various parishes for their reaction so to
schedule a well executed tour. The date for such a tour would be October-November

2001.

Sahan Arzruni



