
DIOCESE OF THE ARMENIAN CHURCH OF AMERICA 

u.rrU..2.\.onrfl.nJ"lfi)-flJ"l\.o l..U.BnB U.lJbrfl4U.SJ"1 u.rbl"lblbU.\.o fi)-blJ'tl 

Archbishop Khajag Barsamian. Primate 

February 1, 2000 

The Most Reverend Archbishop Mesrob Ashjian 
Chairman 
1 ih Centenary of the Proclamation 
of Christianity in Armenia 
Holy Etchmiadzin 
V agharshapat 
Republic of Armenia 

Your Eminence, 

On behalf of the Eastern Diocese of the Armenian Church of America, I would like to 
respond to your letter dated January 13, 2000 addressed to His Eminence Archbishop 
Khajag Barsamian. 

According to your correspondence, you state that you sent us 51 sets of coins 
commemorating the 1700 years of Armenian Christianity. Our records indicate that we 
received 49 sets. Out of the sets received, we have sold six sets, leaving 43 sets in our 
inventory. 

Based on the six sets sold we owe you $1 ,200 or $200 per set, which will be transferred 
to the account indicated in your letter of January 13, 2000. 

As for the 43 sets remaining in inventory, we can return them to you or if you like we can 
forward them on to someone who might be better equipped to dispose of them. 

We await your disposition and correspondence. 

. c ul~y,i ~ 
HaigVru' an ~ 
Manag , L -· 
Anne an Diocese Gift Shop and Bookstore 
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1700 Anniversary Committee Meeting 
Wednesday, November 10, 1999 4:00pm 

Attendance: Archbishop Khajag Barsamian, Fr. Krikor Maksoudian, Mr. Michael 
Haratunian, Mr. Aram Arkun, Mr. George Kassis, Fr. Vasken Kouzouian, Fr. Untzag 
Nalbandian, Ms. Karen Bedrosian Richardson and Mr. Jon Simonian. 

The meeting convened at 4:25 PM with Archbishop Khajag Barsamian offering the 
opening prayer. The minutes of the meeting of September 14, 1999 were approved. 
Michael Haratunian reported that the committee has received $10,000 from the Diocesan 
Council and a checking account has been opened to cover initial expenses. He asked that 
all sub-committees present program outlines, dates and venues so that a calendar of 
events can be prepared for the 1700th anniversary celebration. 

In expressing his opinion of what the message of the 17001h anniversary should be, Mr. 
Haratunian commented that the Church, as an institution, is a legacy that we have 
received. How well this legacy is maintained in the future will depend on how well the 
Church is able to reach out to the American Armenian community. In order to do this, 
Mr. Haratunian continued, the church needs qualified clergy to lead the flock. Therefore, 
the financial beneficiary of the 17001h anniversary celebration should be the St. Nersess 
Armenian Seminary. The aim ofthe fundraising campaign will be the education of clergy 
and lay people to insure the future of the Armenian Church in America. 

1. Exhibits: In the absence of Professor Bardakjian, Michael Haratunian reported 
that Prof. Bardakjian and the delegation from the University of Michigan were in 
Armenia and they met with the officials there. However, Prof. Bardakjian has not 
as yet presented his report. It was the unanimous decision of the committee that 
the Diocese will have to reconsider whether to co-sponsor the exhibit if a major 
donor is not found to underwrite the entire expense of such an exhibit. 

2. Concert: In the absence of Mr. Arzruni there is no new information to report on 
the concert. 

3. Teaching Role of the Church: Since Fr. Daniel is absent, there is no new 
information to present on this item of the agenda. However, Mr. Haratunian 
reported that Fr. Daniel and Fr. Vahan have finalized a list of subjects that will be 
covered in the brochures. They have asked for editorial assistance. They will use 
the resources of the Diocesan Departments. Fr. Untzag will work with this sub
committee. 



4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 

Ecumenical Service: The Primate reported that the National Council of Churches 
is in favor of an ecumenical service celebrating the 1700th anniversary of the 
Armenian Church. They suggested that this celebration be incorporated into an 
event to take place in Washington, DC with the Catholic Church and member 
churches with the attendance of government leaders. A suggestion was made that 
the committee plan a badarak, possibly in Central Park, to celebrate the Feast of 
Etchmiadzin in June of2001. It was agreed that the committee will await the final 
decision of the National Council of Churches before it continues with plans for a 
local ecumenical service. 

Youth: Fr. Vasken reported on his ideas for the youth. He said that the theme of 
the 1700th Anniversary would be incorporated in all youth activities throughout 
the year. As to the actual celebration, he suggested either a week-end program 
which could include a dance, a picnic, etc. or a one day major event to take place 
in a well known site in New York, such as Central Park, with a nationally 
recognizable figure as MC. It was agreed to ask Fr. Mardiros Chevian for his 
advice and help in approaching young Armenian professionals to organize a 
major event in Central Park that would include the youth event as part of its 
program. 

Academic: Fr. Krikor reported that he had no new developments to add to his 
proposal that was presented at the last meeting. Mr. Haratunian asked the 
academic sub-committee to provide a specific outline of subjects, speakers, dates 
and budget for consideration at the next committee meeting. The symposium, 
organized by the Zohrab Center, must be announced as soon as possible. 

Public Relations: Jon Simonian reported that the creation of an interactive web 
page would cost between $10,000-$25,000. He felt this endeavor should be left to 
the Diocesan Council to undertake. However, the design and contents of a web 
site that would be linked to the existing address of armenianchurch.org would cost 
$1500.00. The committee approved the expenditure of$1500.00. Mr. Simonian 
suggested the name of Barbara Mouk to work as a freelance PR person for the 
1700th Anniversary. The committee agreed that Mr. Simonian approach Ms. 
Mouk with an offer of$1000.00 per month plus expenses. George Kassis reported 
that Annen Garabedian is working on the design of a logo for the 1700th 
Anniversary, which will be ready for the committee's consideration at its next 
meeting. 

Fund Raising & Budgets: Michael Haratunian r~orted that a separate fund 
raising committee will be established for the 1700t Anniversary, as was done for 
the centennial celebration of the Diocese. 

New Business: Jon Simonian suggested that more activities be planned at the 
grass roots level (picnics, dinners, entertainment). Michael Haratunian said a 
directive from the Primate and a guideline on the 1700th anniversary celebration 
will be prepared and sent to the parishes. A Parish Activities sub-committee, 



under the direction of Fr. Untzag, will be established and it will be an item on all 
future agendas. 

10. Next Meeting: The next meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, December 8, 1999 
at 4:00PM at the Diocese. 

The meeting adjourned at 5:45PM with the Primate offering the closing prayer. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Berjouhi Saladin 



525 South State Street 
Ann Arbor MI 48109-1354 

His Eminence Archbishop Khajak Barsamian 
Eastern Diocese of the Armenian Church of America 
630 Second A venue 
New York, NY 10016 

Your Eminence Archbishop Khajak Barsamian: 

734 764-0395 
734 764-3731 Fax 

12 October 1999 

As I believe you know, Professor Kevork Bardakjian's hard work and planning 
for the Armenian exhibition in 2001 are beginning to bear fruit. Carole McNamara and I 
have finalized our plans travel to Yerevan this coming weekend. We now have 
appointments to meet with officials at the Mother See of Etchmiadzin, the Matenadaran, 
and the State History Museum of Armenia between October 20 and 22. The guest curator 
of the exhibition, Dr. Alice Taylor, will meet us in Armenia so that she can help prepare 
the lists of works that we will borrow from each institution for the exhibition. Although 
there is much work ahead of us as the exhibition begins to take shape, we hope that the 
outcome of the trip will be the loan of many of the important and remarkable works in 
Armenian collections that Dr. Taylor would like to include in this exhibition. 

I would also like to take this opportunity to thank you and the Eastern Diocese for 
agreeing to share the costs of this upcoming trip. As you know, the project is as yet still 
largely unfunded, and your assistance in this early planning stage of the exhibition is 
critical to the success of the trip. We will be in touch with you again once we have 
returned to the United States and Dr. Taylor has had a chance to formulate a working 
checklist of objects to be included in the exhibition. '.V e are looking forward to working 
with you as the exhibition develops. 

With best wishes, 

Cc: Michael Haratunian 

Yours sincerely, 

cZ~ 
~=~s Steward 

Director 



Diocese of the Armenian Church 
Diocesan Council Meeting 

October 1, 1999 

Update on 1700 Centennial Committee Meetings 

The Centennial Committee met on September 13th to discuss ideas and talk about preliminary 
budgets. Here is a summary of activities planned. 

Art Exhibit of Armenian manuscripts, miniatures, 
vestments, etc. Shown in 3 or 4 major centers. 
Smaller exhibits elsewhere. 7 to 9 week stay. 

Armenian Concerts. Maybe 5 church locations. 
Featuring individual artists. Armenian and 
American-Armenian. Maybe a choir from . 
Armenia. Include instrumental and organ music. 

Academic Symposium. 5 panel discussions with 
3 or 4 lecturers on various topics connected with 
Armenian Christianity and the Armenian Church. 
Held at St. Nercess and university campus. 
Publications. 

Teaching Brochures: 6 to 8 pamphlets for 
publication and distribution on significant doctrine 
and milestones of the Armenian Church. Need an 
editorial committee to create these works. 

Ecumenical Service: need to assign someone to 
work on this. 

Youth: will have thoughts for next meeting. 

Public Relations: create a web site so we can 
control the information the world sees about us. 
Need to start process of looking for a Public 
Relations resource to create and distribute copy 
for 1700 Centennial and other purposes. 

Budget: $500,000 

Budget: $30,000 with all USA talent 

Budget: $60,000 for a choir from Armenia. 

Budget: $50,000 

Budget: $10,000 

Budget: NA 

Budget: NA 

Budget: $1500 for web site 
Budget: $12,000 for PR temporary resource 

or 
$35,000 for permanent staff 

The next step for the Diocesan Council is to anticipate the request from the Centennial 
Committee for $10,000 seed money to begin the work. The longer term financial game plan 
is to find individual donors to cover each of the activity budgets. Next meeting is Wednesday, 
November 10, 1999. 

Commentary: This is the thought process I see evolving. I'm not convinced that the 
proposed structure of activities is optimal, but I'm the minority position on the committee. 

Jon Simonian 
9/29/99 
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525 South State Street 
Ann Arbor MI 48109-1354 

Ms. Anelka Grigoryan, Director 

State History Museum of Armenia 

Republic Square 

Yerevan, Armenia 

Via fax: 374.2.50.60.98 

Dear Ms. Grigoryan: 

734 764-0395 
734 764-3731 Fax 

15 September, 1999 

The University of Michigan Museum of Art, along with the Eastern Diocese of 

the Armenian Church of America, is planning an exhibition that will celebrate the 1700 

year anniversary of Armenian Christianity. This exhibition planned to begin in the fall of 

2001 will explore the evolution of the Armenian national character through the Armenian 

church and its imagery, and will be curated by Dr. Alice Taylor. The exhibition will be 

broad in scope, supplemented with loans from the United States and other countries, and 

will include liturgical objects in addition to manuscripts. We anticipate that the 

exhibition's tour would consist of several venues between eight and ten weeks in length. 

The exhibition would be shown in New York and Ann Arbor plus two additional venues; 

the total loan period would be approximately nine months, depending upon the final 

number of venues. We realize that a chief concern would be for the safe display of the 

objects and vestments from your collections. We would fabricate mounts for each loan 

object and would restrict light levels on textiles to a range of five to eight footcandles 

(50-80 lux). 

We understand that with the approaching anniversary you will receive a number 

of requests from museums and libraries around the world to borrow works from your 

holdings. We would like to request the loan of approximately thirty works from your 

collections for inclusion in our exhibition. As we refine the themes of the exhibition, we 

will be able to submit a specific list of works that we would like to include in our 



exhibition. A delegation from Ann Arbor is hoping to make a visit to Yerevan during the 

month of October to discuss possible loans from the State History Museum of Armenia. 

The University of Michigan Museum of Art is an institution accredited by the 

American Association of Museums and has full climate control and a professional 

security staff and electronic devices to safeguard all objects in our care. Your loans 

would be installed in an appropriate manner by our trained professional staff. If you 

would like a report detailing our facility's security, fire protection, etc. we would be 

happy to send that to you under separate cover. Any other venues would have similar 

high standards in matters of professional handling of artwork, security and climate 

control, and we could also send facilities reports for those institutions as well. 

We hope that you will give your favorable consideration to our request. If you 

have any questions about our request for loans from your collections, please let us know. 

We will be in touch with you again in the near future with a more specific request list. 

James Steward, Director 

University of Michigan Museum of Art 

Ann Arbor, MI 48109 

Sincerely, 

Archbishop Khajak Barsamian 

Primate 

Eastern Diocese of the Armenian Church of 

America 

New York, NY 
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Date; 

To: 

From: 

Subject: 

• Memorandum 

September 15, 1999 

Archbishop K Barsamian and Diocesan Council 
Fax#(212)447-6674 

Michael Harattlnian 4· 
17001h Anniversary Committee 

I am certain the Council is aware of the plans being formulated for the Diocese on the occasion of the 17001b 
Anniversary of Anncnia's acceptance of Christianity. 

We anticipate major events during the year 2001 such as symposiums, concerts, exhibits, youth programs, 
etc. which will be of great benefit to our people and the church. 

I have been told that we should not begin any fund-raising for the 17CXJ'i'· Anniversary until early 2000 in 
order to avoid conflict with other Diocesan events. 

In that c~c. I am requesting that the Coundl advance $10,000 to our committee which w.Ul pmvidc seed 
money for some early commitments we must make. Of course, this will be refunded to the Diocese in early 
2000 once we begin our fundraising. 

I ask your approval at the earliest possible time. 

r'llS 



69/15/1999 11:45 3742151700 1700TH OFFICE PAGE 01 

~UfWill, QJMIIITTU 

HiltttiiOUJ~Uttllll 

C.tl!tlictl•fAIIAI' .. illil•l 

tlr,fltUIIUIArtrn I 

(;•tlllolit6i \II th• ~lUI 14f~•~ tl Ollelt 

HiaiHiiiY•cf•rktlll 
••lrl,.~~ ~f Jtrvffi•"' 

H!s ktiu1t• \tnkln 
hl~rcllol"'"tt.tnli .. pl' 

~~T~OII&QSAJII'J ~ll 4RM!~II~I 

Hi• Qr•a tfud1~icho• kfrtki• Nwli,ltn 
HI~ 6tm AII!:I\Nt!Mip. N!)IV,U lmri8D 
ttl, Q.fan Ar,l,!tfttLtp t•cttlllb Krlk~rt•~ 

IolLI ·~~~ tJ"Iw.l41 ··~~~IU~ Arl·t~llllllll 
'IHt Gftr.~ lt~'DitMt liD 'INn Otidflttt. 

Hi•Qr ... li .. ,lt. .. ,IUnji,,., 
'~•rra,v. '1'11~11111 ~•••Hitn 

n:ry !lltv. M141'ttl 4Urt1~1:4ea 
Mr. lton H•1•riu 

Mr. fiiCIO .. P~pJtt~" 

Mt. (llitr Kllill~lln 
f!llr. 'rll~lrrV&.lt~h"fl41tjpft 

CAT~I\It~ilo\TI Olllii!AT ~Oijll 01 ~Ill CIA 
Ill' Gr,c, A.rEh~l,ll411 Ar~'' Mprn·ti~Jn 

HliGmcArchDishpUotkr,.Jt~;,n 

wr, Grnt Ar~h-11~p t•~ ••"f\'IJrlpa 
Hit Gl'l~• ll$htp D•tJeQJn tlloltlj~n 
vtr~~·IIIIJIIIII.QIIt.br .. rnt.itr. 

114r'l'•lf'.I·V¥OlAPI'IWtr,itlltlll 

l<~utl' '"'l'lttl, l'1· 
Mr. Vn~1pe11n •mt41111tr.ltr. 

Pel~I,UC~~T( l!lf J\~UULEM 
~h Gr.fl~ll Nc•bi~6f (l~yli 5t11Di~n 

l'lllDncii8;Jho, a.van 0Mi~ron 

HI' GfUit .'.r~~ltl\op Mttlt. ~uttfy~~ 

Mr. ~¥~~~~ M"''"''• 

t~.!£!!!!>1 CIM/AI!TII 
Ar'fi~~I*P l)f, Mutt- 1<. Kll.trl•fl 

t~-•nO'I'I'f''lt~lonn 
C'htlrlltll 

Anii~QII:~ W.lftltlll O~l.rl••• 

"'r~ lt~v. MIICI~ht~ Mnelir911inn 
$"'tllflt3 

Artlt~ltl!tt!ICOt'kl~ Ntt~~llll 
Ar~lbl,rlfttl NMrf~ M, .. t,tfyu 

lliii~O, $.1\'l'~li G.~ll~l4ft 

hh~Aa.,hii.Ar~•ltbri•a 

P~f.GrltoriCIII~II~ 

f,,f,lflt~mlri.rHroNd•iu 

KtlfJ(NtUIIMIU.f"' 

ArchhiiiiOPMnrn•A,..iurr 
Ext'to1J1IW,$kllf1ft'Y 

1700 Ulftfll~ '\113UUSUut> UtS. ~Pi'USRl..tOi"Qt;UL 
~bSU~Uu qi'Ou ~n2UqlfUu 

17TII CENTENARY OF THE PROCLAMATION 
OF CHRISTIANITY IN ARMENIA 

q.hp.wzG.nph 
S. fvwdwq UJ1P. ITlwpuuuitwU 
Unw2unpq. ~lnupuwJf.lG Ul.lhp}li.J.l.i.IJP 
UpLhtbutO. ~hU]1 

U}1ph1Jl UilPlllqwO bllJ!WJp, 

N~203 

14 Ubutmhuphp. 1999f:J. 

liJunt qpmt 4 mpwfunq~bwup 4n JWJmOtup np ..:.wJwumwup. 
lllhmwltw!l pwultt! wpqta Jtu4 Jlfli1Wfl\tWO t «-'2ppuumutwJ <!.wJUlmnwG>> 
Jlll2lllijpwu0hpnt lWPI!Pti hplwnJll}lf np umpJUltwb' t Urunuliwpll Umpp 
lvw~ hqbqhgppO: U1:i.Ul}, num wnw~GnJU, uhq}l hwuwp l.l{}lmptuUJ.whrnthup 
700 opftuwlh L, uwtu[!Gtnpwpwp, UJllmp UlJlWUWlJilbUp WJU wuobpmu, 
npnup lllJUltfi lm4 qUwb' hU zwppJ:l wnw2]1u <<Uhft]>>, Utujp. Upnn Unqtp 
tS!liP.wb'Cilt UJWm\.jtlpnq: 

CGnphlli4WL UUl), np oqObgpp uhqll, np qwpbClwup uwfuw6tnutt 
WJU Jntzwq.punWh}lnt U1tupwbuwG wztuwmwlll.'!:PU, pa~ t1J1, PW2 qp.m~, 
ubqlJ hwuwp WL hqwulltt.nll ptuul.Jwq.pCi Wt'\.Pptp hwlli}.}luwgwt: 

Pwjg, npUJl::uqp uhp bpwq}'lpn zwpntUwqbUp, uhup l.l{tmp t np uw]:u 
$wqb0p «t2U}lwb'l10>> hwtwpwbnJp tJ.wtiwnmwa oppUwljUbpm 
qmuwJllibtlnt p.pwgnn11}: Chmnp 2h[ltlWUJ.tu lJ.n JuCifl!lhCip, np Utnqmbliphp 
Utuumwfi, w06wup L qwu WJtWUJtu 2w0wl! WJil hwzmtt.pwtm qwmwpht, 
l.t uwu uUlwUOGbt <•Urwwuwp» zUtp~pa unp op!lUwqatpn: 

Quul uhp hw].nllU{lq!lU, fl..nt~ UJ.WpUlpp hut2ll1. mbuliht 51 Uh)lp!l 
hwuwp, qntuwyf 10200 mntWJ1: 4pGwJ J!JlWl np npnz wClei2l}Jlt~ptliUhp 
nuwQ lll:itl l.t ~011 hLU2ntWp\t0bJ1m0 UlJ.2L.: ~wt\hgtn Ghpn.l'\WU]1m llUWl L. 
ttumwh b(ip np tUJtJ: pnlllJlt! \tn li]rpltpU: 

4wutuWJWJU1 zunphwqlulmphwup 14 Uppnj 2011u m12mG]1t 

~Giy itchmiod,in, Va;hollllopol, il.lmorll& • Tel i374·2j 28·74·e3)15·1700/59·4·1700 • f·moilo meira1ol@lrminco com 
P.O. 5o• 3141. llr•no Ctntral SlAtion, N•w York, NY 10183 USA • Ttt/Fu (212) H&-O:i~O • E·m•il: irm1100~hrmthuroh1700.org 



l"'ttE ~. : ol4i'6674 
.,. 

JUL.27.1999 2:40PM p 1 
PJ-0-.E 1>0. : 1 212 65B 8966 

Fax 
Transmission 

!Date: July 27, 1999 

'To: H.E .. Abp .. K. BARSAMIAi~f 

! 

i 
; 
jhtx: ( 1-212) 447-6674 
l•'rom.: Sahan .Arzruni. 
I 

I 

jMy Phone/Fax: ( l-2l2) 650-09~~- ___ _ 

jNo. of pages incJuding cover page: f 
i 
Kinod 1111'-~rnoon Srpazan: 

I I wasjWlt lold by BcrJuhi about the change of time on 'lltUrsday. Unfortunately, l 
'ihuve a prc.~vious appointmc111 ti1r thai slot, which J cannot break. Although we spoke in 
I!J.Cn.:-.ral terms about the conc~;~rt, here is what 1 suggest. first of all. a budget should be 
~lhK'at(:d, even if it is a ballpark figure: $25.000. S!'iO,()(X} or $100,000. Once we kMw the 
paranwtel'll, then we can derermine the kind of program and tht~ plucc we can ufford. If the 
P.~rrunnaur.:e is done in a concert hall, then we need to sell tickets which is not easy (we sold 

[

'ualy 'l50 tjckets for the Cenll!nniall. In a church ball. it could be done less expensive1y (the i 
ental of the plll.l'.e would he ruueh less. I would think). but there wnuld be no ticket sales. I 

Rtght? If we gu for· lbc e-xpensive way. we co11ld bave <I vond-symphonic concert; for the 
miu-1wi'~ e·nngc. jut« a chorus l)t 25-30 singers (1 suggest U1inking in terms of the Hovhanne~ 
Mir:wy;u1 chuir from AH1\C'nia. which speciallizes in cburch musk); and for the lowcr-mngcl 

lbudg,:.t, _lu:st !i()loisl, both vncal and ins•rumental. The program should be eclectic--material , 
that i:; familiar to tbe audkn\:c as wcl1 as ~.:omposltions t:ha[ would he introduced 1'or the fjrst ! 
Jtamc. l.etro.t~knt1w._He~t . ..... I 

Please c:all if yo11 e~perience any transmiKsion problems. 
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525 South State Street 
Ann Arbor MI 48109-1354 

Academician Sen Arevshatyan 

Director 

The Matenadaran 

Mashtots Prospekt 

Yerevan. Armenia 

Via fax: 374.2.151087 

Dear Mr. Arevshatyan: 

734 764-0395 
734 764-3731 Fax 

June 22, 1999 

The University of Michigan Museum of Art. along with the Eastern Diocese of 

the Armenian Church of America, is planning an exhibition that will celebrate the 1700 

year anniversary of Armenian Christianity. This exhibition planned to begin in the 

summer or fall of 2001 will explore the evolution of the Armenian national character 

through the Armenian church and its imagery. The exhibition will be broad in scope, 

supplemented with loans from the United States and other countries, and may include 

liturgical objects in addition to manuscripts. We anticipate that the exhibition's tour 

would consist of several venues between eight and ten weeks in length. The exhibition 

would be shown in New York and Ann Arbor plus two additional venues; the total loan 

period would be approximately nine months, depending upon the final number of venues. 

We realize that a chief concern would be for the safe display of your manuscripts. We 

would fabricate mounts for each manuscript and would restrict light levels to a range of 

five to eight footcandles (50-80 lux). 

We understand that with the approaching anniversary you will receive a number 

of requests from museums and libraries around the world to borrow manuscripts in your 

holdings. We are writing to request the loan of up to thirty manuscripts from your 

repository for inclusion in our exhibition. As we refine the themes of the exhibition, we 

will be able to submit a specific list of works that we would like to include in our 

exhibition. 



The University of Michigan Museum of Art is an institution accredited by the 

American Association of Museums and has full climate control and a professional 

security staff and electronic devices to safeguard all objects in our care. Your loans 

would be installed in an appropriate manner by our trained professional staff. If you 

would like a report detailing our facility's security, fire protection, etc. we would be 

happy to send that to you under separate cover. Any other venues would have similar 

high standards in matters of professional handling of artwork, security and climate 

control. 

We hope that you will give your favorable consideration to our request. If you 

have any questions about our request, please let us know. We will be in touch with you 

again in the near future with a more specific request list. 

72:~ 
University of Michigan Museum of Art 

Ann Arbor, MI 48109 

Sincerely, 

\ 

1\'o~. \( .. ~~~ "*--~ 

Archbishop Khagak Barsamian 

Primate 

Eastern Diocese of the Armenian Church of 

America 

New York, NY 
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525 South State Street 
Ann Arbor Ml 48109-1354 

Academician Sen Arevshatyan 

Director 

The Matenadaran 

Mashtots Prospekt 

Yerevan, Armenia 

Via fax: 374.2.151087 

Dear Mr. Arevshatyan: 

734 764-0395 
734 764-3731 Fax 

June 22, 1999 

The University of Michigan Museum of Art, along with the Eastern Diocese of 

the Armenian Church of America, is planning an exhibition that will celebrate the 1700 

year anniversary of Armenian Christianity. This exhibition planned to begin in the 

summer or fall of 2001 will explore the evolution of the Armenian national character 

through the Armenian church and its imagery. The exhibition will be broad in scope, 

supplemented with loans from the United States and other countries, and may include 

liturgical objects in addition to manuscripts. We anticipate that the exhibition's tour 

would consist of several venues between eight and ten weeks in length. The exhibition 

would be shown in New York and Ann Arbor plus two additional venues; the total loan 

period would be approximately nine months, depending upon the final number of venues. 

We realize that a chief concern would be for the safe display of your manuscripts. We 

would fabricate mounts for each manuscript and would restrict light levels to a range of 

five to eight footcandles (50-80 lux). 

We understand that with the approaching anniversary you will receive a number 

of requests from museums and libraries around the world to borrow manuscripts in your 

holdings. We are writing to request the loan of up to thirty manuscripts from your 

repository for inclusion in our exhibition. As we refine the themes of the exhibition, we 

will be able to submit a specific list of works that we would like to include in our 

exhibition. 



The University of Michigan Museum of Art is an institution accredited by the 

American Association of Museums and has full climate control and a professional 

security staff and electronic devices to safeguard all objects in our care. Your loans 

would be installed in an appropriate manner by our trained professional staff. If you 

would like a report detailing our facility's security, fire protection, etc. we would be 

happy to send that to you under separate cover. Any other venues would have similar 

high standards in matters of professional handling of artwork, security and climate 

control. 

We hope that you will give your favorable consideration to our request. If you 

have any questions about our request, please let us know. We will be in touch with you 

again in the near future with a more specific request list. 

~e~ 
University of Michigan Museum of Art 

Ann Arbor, MI 48109 

Sincerely, 

'\ 

A'c~. \<. .. .Ih~o-- ..._.~ 

Archbishop Khagak Barsamian 

Primate 

Eastern Diocese of the Armenian Church of 

America 

New York, NY 
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1999 ANNUAL REPORT OF THE 
1700tb ANNIVERSARY ORGANIZING COMMITTEE 

During the year 2001, Armenians throughout the world will be celebrating the 1700th 
Anniversary of the adoption of Christianity. 

The Diocese, for its part, has organize.d a special committee to plan and implement a 
series of programs to commemorate this historic event. 

After many meetings during the past year the committee has reached certain conclusions. 

OBJECTIVES 

1. We will make the 1700th Anniversary celebration one of recommitment to the spirit 
and faith ofSt Gregory. 

2. We will commemorate the central role that Christianity has played in the life of the 
Armenian people. 

3. We will emphasize the major importance of the Armenian Church, especially in the 
United States. 

4. We will prepare suitable programs with the participation of the community at both the 
diocesan and parish levels. 

PROGRAMS 

In general, we wish to involve the parishes as much as possible in sponsoring activities 
for the 1700th Anniversary to be implemented at the local level. The Diocese will provide 
background material, speakers, publications, etc. for use by local pastors and committees. 

1. Teaching Role of the Church 

As part of the church's outreach to the faithful, booklets will be published, under 
the direction of the St. Nersess Seminary faculty, with the overall theme of the Armenian 
Church's place in the universal church of Jesus Christ. These booklets will address contemporary 
issues we face as a church in America; they will be pocket size, to be mailed to all those on the 
Diocesan mailing list or taken home by our parishioners from local churches. 

2. Religious Services 

It is expected that throughout the year 2001 and beginning on Christmas, January 
6th, the 1700th anniversary will be the primary theme for religious services whenever appropriate. 
A special ecumenical service is being planned in Washington, DC, together with the National 
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Council of Churches, the Catholic Conference of Bishops and others. Hopefully the Catholicos 
of All Armenians will also participate. 

3. Concerts 

A choral group from Armenia will tour the US and visit several major centers in 
the Diocese over a 2-3 week period. The concerts will be made up of Armenian sacred 
compositions featuring choral and instrumental music. 

4. Symposium and Conference 

A major academic symposium will be held by the Zohrab Center dealing with the 
history of Christianity in Armenia from the 4th century to the present era. Prominent scholars will 
be invited to participate. 

In addition a separate conference will be held to discuss the Armenian Church in 
the 21st century. The location of this conference is yet to be decided. 

5. Youth 

It is our wish to involve the youth of the Diocese to a maximum extent possible. A major 
gathering of several thousand Armenians, led by the youth, will celebrate the 1700th anniversary 
over a weekend in New York City. A walkathon in Manhattan finishing in Central Park is being 
considered where a religious-cultural celebration would take place. The presence of the 
Catholicos of All Armenians is being contemplated for this event, tentatively scheduled for the 
end ofMay 2001. 

6. Pilgrimage in the Footsteps of St. Gregory the Illuminator 

In cooperation with the Patriarchate of Constantinople, a pilgrimage to historic 
Armenia is being planned for June 2001. We anticipate large numbers of people from the 
Diocese will be participating in an organized tour, which will begin in Istanbul. The group will 
then proceed to Kayseri (Geasaria), where St. Gregory was first consecrated as a bishop. The 
tour will then divide into 3 to 4 sections to travel to various sites in the interior of Turkey and 
meeting together again in the historic city of Ani. A special religious service will take place in 
Ani before entering Armenia. The border, which is presently closed, will be opened for the 
pilgrims by special arrangement with the governments of Armenia and Turkey. 

The group will proceed to Holy Etchmiadzin, Khor Virab and other sites in 
Armenia before returning home. More details on this will be forthcoming. 

7. Public Relations 

We expect to publicize the various events taking place throughout the country, 
especially to the non-Armenian public. Press materials will be prepared and utilized by the 
Diocese and local parishes. 
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A web page is being developed and special banners, logo, etc. will be 
disseminated to all parishes. 

Christmas, January 6, 2001, will be the official opening of the 1700th yearlong 
commemoration. It is expected that all parishes within the Diocese will make this a major theme 
in all their communications to the parishioners. 

8. Finances 

A fund raising committee has been formed under the co-chairmanship of Shoghag 
Hovannissian and Richard Soultanian. All funds raised for the 17001

h Anniversary will go 
towards an endowment tentatively called "Armenian Spiritual Leadership Fund". St. Nersess 
Seminary will be the primary beneficiary of the annual income from this fund, but it will also go 
towards other educational and training programs of the Diocese. 

On-going expenses for the various 1700th Anniversary programs at the diocesan 
and parish levels are expected to be self-financed. The intent is to reserve the funds that are 
raised by the committee to go to the endowment in its entirety. 

The goal is to raise several million dollars. 

The chairman of the 1700th Anniversary Committee is Michael Haratunian. 
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His Eminence 
Abp. K. Barsamian, Primate 
and President of the Diocesan Council 
630 Second Ave. 
New York, NY 10016 

Dear Serpazan Hayr, 

June 2, 1997 

REV. VERTANES KALAYJIAN, PASTOR 

TELEPHONE: (202) 363-1923 

RES: (301) 942-2434 

FAX: (202) 537-0229 

As it is recorded in the Minutes of the 1996 Clergy Conference, an attempt was to 
be made to formulate and overall plan to mark the 1700 Anniversary of Armenia's 
official Conversion to Christianity. 

It should be stated that this attempt is not directly related to the one currently 
being made on the international level. The point was that we at the Diocese ought to do 
our own both on the Diocesan level as well as on the parish and/or regional level 
nationwide. 

I hope there is no disagreement in that it is not too soon to start planning, 
formulating, projecting and budgeting for this most auspicious occasion. 

After several conversations with Your Eminence, you asked me to compile a list 
of individuals who could be asked to get involved on both Diocesan and local level in 
such planning. 

I have tried (very subjectively) to have the names of those regional parish 
representatives /delegates who contribute both to the planning and to the execution of the 
"Master Plan". 

The attached list has 30 laymen, 20 laywomen, and 15 Clergymen. Almost all of 
them are/were listed in current and/or past Parish Directories. 

I am sure, Your Eminence, you will use your discretion to delete or augment this 
list. I do believe, however, that such a large representative number will accomplish at 
least three things; 



1. It will underline the importance of the endeavor by mobilizing this many 
individuals. 

2. It will create the forum to bring around as many good ideas as possible. 
3. It will hopefully ensure greater participation and financial support which this 

celebration deserves. 

Not counting the remaining months of 1997 we actually have only three years for 
a targeted date in the year 2001. The countdown has started. I hope we' 11 be ready for it. 

Respectfully Yours, 

VK/jk 
enclosure 



CLERGY 

Rev. Y. Kelegian 
Rev. A. Terzian 
Rev. T. Abdalian 
Very Rev. B. Y eretzian 
Very Rev. Rev. A. Aivazian 
Rev. Z. Arzoumanian 
Rev. A. Ashjian 
Rev. K. Kasparian 
Rev. G. Kochakian 
Very Rev. K. Maksoudian 
Very Rev. H. Melkonian 
Rev. Z. Nalbandian 
Very Rev. V. Hovhanessian 
Rev. V. Kalayjian 
Rev. A. Kasparian 

LAYWOMEN 

Rose Aznavorian 
Louise Y ardumian 
Lucine Mardirosian-Harvey 
Rose Mekenian 
Nancy Basmajian 
Elise Antreasian 
Sylvia Bozoyan 
Alice Bozoyan 
Y eretzgin R. Papazian 
Yeretzgin A. Kalayjian 
Julie Tashjian 
Anna Marie Norehad 
Rose Najarian 
Arpi Arslanian 
Mary Selvinazian 
Lillian Chapian 
Sonig Kradjian 
Lisa Kouzoujian 
Berjoohy Haigazian 
Dzovig Devletian 
Elizabeth Aprahamian 

LAYMEN 

Col. Moorad Mooradian 
Dean Shahinian, Esq. 
C. Ashekian 
G. Marifian, Esq. 
Dr. R. Hovanessian 
R. Shamgochian 
Arth. Mardigian 
Dr. Tavit Najarian 
Dr. Marzbed Margosian 
Dr. Berdj Feredjian 
Dr. Levon Capan 
Nubar Dorian 
Missak Boghosian 
Krikor Anoushian 
Lionel S. Galstaun 
Van Krikorian, Esq. 
Papken Megerian 
David Onanian 
Dr. Hagop Nersoyan 
Dr. Dennis Papazian 
Dr. Kevork Bardakjian 
Michael Zeytoonian, Esq. 
Kegham Tcholakian 
Dr. Garo Garibian 
Scott Najarian, Esq. 
Dr. Aram Arkun 
Dr. Gary Zamanigian 
Dr. Garabed Fattal 
Nubar Kupelian 
Dr. Abraham Terzian 
Mr. Papken Vartanian 



S2' South S!llre Street 
Ann Arbor MI 48109·1334 

Acudemiciun Sen Arcvshatyan 
Director 
The Matenadaran 
Mt\shtots Prospekt 
Yerevan, Armenia 
Via fax: 374.2.151087 

Dear Mr. Arevshatyan: 

734 764-0:195 
734 764-3731 Fax 

June 22, 1999 

The University of Michigan ML1seum of Art, along with the Eastern Diocese of 
the Armenian Church of America, is planning an exhibition that will celebrate the 1700 
yem 1mniversmy of Armenian Christianity. This exhibition planned to begin in the 

summer or f<tll of 2001 will explore the evolutton of the Armenian national character 
through the Armon ian chmch and its imagery. The exhibition will be broad in scope, 

supplemented with loans from the United States and other countries, and may include 
!itmgical objects in addition to manuscripts. We anticipate that the exhibition's tour 
would consist of several venues between eight and ten weeks in length. The exhibition 
would be shown in New York and Ann Arbor plus two additional venues; the totalloun 
period would be approximately nine months, depending upon the fim1l number of venues_ 

We realize that a chief concern would be for the s~fe display of your manuscripts. We 
would fabricate mouats for each manuscript and would restrict ligllt levels to~~ range of 
five to eight footcandles (50-80 lu.l\}. 

We understand that with the upproaching anniversary you will receive a number 
of requests from mtJseums and libraries around the world to bartow manuscripts in your 
holdings. We nrc writing to tequest the loan of tip to thirty manuscripts from yam 
repository for inclusion in our exhibition. As we refme the themes of the exhibition, we 
will be able to submit n specific list of works thr.t we would like to include in our 

eKhibition. 



JUN-l7-99 THU 3: 3l PM U. OF. M. MUSEUM. OF. ART FAX NO. 734 764 373l 

The University of Michigan Museum of Art is an institution accredited by the 
American Assoch1tion of Museums and has full climate control and a professional 

security staff and electronic devices to safeguard all objects in our care. Your loans 

would be installed in an appropriate manner by OlH' trained professional staff. If you 
would like a report detailing 0~1r facility's security, fire protection, etc. we wotlld be 
happy to send that to you under separate cover. Any other venues would have similar 
high standards in matters of professional handling of artwork, security and climate 

control. 

We hope that you will give your favorable consideration to our request. If you 

have any questions ubout our request, please let us know. We will be m tollCh with you 
again in the near ftltlll'e with a more specific reqt1est list. 

James Steward, Director 

University of Michigan Museum of Art 
Ann Arbor, MI 48109 

Sincerely, 

Archbishop Khajak Barsamian 

Primate 
Eastern Diocese of the Armenian Church of 

America 
New York, NY 

P. 2 



525 South State Street 
Ann Arbor MI 48109-1354 

His Eminence Archbishop Khajak Barsamian 

Eastern Diocese of the Armenian Church of America 

630 Second A venue 

New York, NY 10016 

Your Eminence Archbishop Khajak Barsamian: 

June 17, 1999 734 764-0395 
734 764-3731 Fax 

Please find enclosed the original request letter addressed to The Matendaran in 

Yerevan. As you will see, our director James Steward has signed the letter. Once you 

have signed the letter, would you please return it to us overnight via Federal Express. I 

have dated the letter for early next week, by which time I hope that the letter will be 

completed and ready to forward to The Matendaran. We will make certain that the 

completed letter is faxed to Armenia, and Professor Bardakjian plans to take the original 

with him when he returns to Armenia at the end of next week. 

We believe that this will be a handsome and exciting exhibition, and we are 

pleased at the possibility of bringing these important manuscripts to the United States. 

We will look forward to working with the Diocese on the exhibition, and in identifying a 

suitable venue in New York for the exhibition. 

If you would be kind enough to send the letter back to the Museum of Art to the 

attention of Mrs. Jo Lau, she will make sure that Professor Bardakjian is notified when 

the letter arrives. 

With thanks for your kind assistance, 

Sincerely, 

Carole C. MeN amara 

Assistant Director for 

Collections and Exhibitions 



STV Incorporated 
Facsimile Transmission 

Date: JUlle 17,1999 

To: Archbishop Barsamian From: 

Firm Name: Diocese of the Annen ian Church 

DepL: 

Proj. Mgr.: 

Dept.: 

FAX No.: (212) 447-6674 Project: 

No. of Pages: (in.Cludtng c:oueor .PCJBe).- Proj. No.! 

Recipient: If you have any questions when you recei:vc this, please can me at: 

Comtnent: 

Dear Archbishop, 

Michael Hari\tunlan 

F'or your r~:"view and approval before the origiual i:; FedEx to you tonigllt from MichiJ;an. 

Tbankyou. 

IllS tt:>:t?l 5661-.!..T-Nn.r 



515 SOtJth State Sueet 
A11n Arbor Ml48109·ll54 

ACcldemician sen Arevshatyan 
Dlrec.ror 
Thl! M~tenadl.\ran 
Mnshtots Prospekt 
Yerevan, At·menia 
Via fax: 374.2.1S1087 

Dear Mr. Arevshntyan: 

734 764..0J9.S 
734 764-3731 Fax 

June 22, 1999 

The University o·f Michigan Museum of An, along with the Eastern Diocese of 
the Armenian Chtn"Ch of Amel'ica, is planning nn exhibition that will celebrate the 1700 
ye~u· amtiversary of Armenian Christianity. This exhibition planned to begin in the 

Sl..lnuner or fall of 2001 wnt explore the evolution of the Armenian nRtionai character 
through the Armenian church and its imagery. Th~: exhibition will be broad in scope. 
5;upplemented wlth loans from the United States and other countries, and may include 
Jitul'gical objects in addition to mant1scripts. We anticipate that the e'>hibition•s tour 
would consist of seveL'i11 vem1es between eight and ten weeks in length. The e.xhibHion 
would be shown in New York rmd Ann Arbor ph1s two additional venues; the totallol\O 

period would be approxinuttely nine months. depending upon the final number of venues. 
We realize that a chief concern would be for the safe displ:1y of yom nl~ll'lUScripts. We 
wuultl fubL·hmll.: wuuuli> fv1' 1.a~~h Hlt\Jlu~dpl ~\ml would •~Lri~Jtli&hl}~;y~;}s lu u mug~.: uf 

IllS 



£0"d 11:1101 

JUK-17-99 THU 2:09PM U. OF. ~MUSEUM. OF. ART FAX NU, "I:H /b4 ::JfjJ 

The University of Michigan Museum. of Art is an institution accredited by the 
American Association of Muse\lmS and has f\111 climate control and a profesaion.al 
security staff at1d electronic devices to safegllnrd all objects in our care. Your loans 
would be installed in •m appropdate manner by our trained professional staff. lf you 
would like a report detailing our fucllity's securiLy, fire protection, etc. we would be 
happy to send that to you nnder separate cover. Any other venues would have sirnilar 
high standards in matte1·s of professional handling of artwork, secu1ity and chmnte 
control. 

We hope that yo\.\ will gi..,.c your favorable consideration to om req11est. If yo\1 
hnve 1my qne:Hlons about our request, please let us know. We will be in touch with you 
again in the nenr future with n more specific request list. 

James Steward, Director 
University of Michigan Mt1se11m of Art 
Arm Arbo1·, Ml 48109 

s ince1'0ly. 

Archbishop Kh!\jak Bnrsamian 
Primate 
Eastem Diocese of the Armenian Ch~1rch of 
America 
New York:, NY 

r. 

r'ilS 1>t':t>1 6661-Ll-1'-lllf 



Diocese of the Armenian Church 630 Second Avenue New York, NY 10016 

Date: 

To: 

From: 

RE: 

6/15/99 

Archbishop Khajag Barsamian, Michael Haratunian, Sahan Arzruni, 
Kevork Bardakjian, Richard Dabagian, Very Rev. Fr. Daniel Findikyan, 
Very Rev. Fr. Vahan Hovhanessian, Very Rev. Fr. Krikor Maksoudian, 
Rev. Fr. Untzag Nalbandian, Karen Bedrosian Richardson, Jon 
Simonian 

George Kassis 

Meeting of July 13, 1999 

Attached please find the draft of the minutes of the meeting of June 10, 1999 of the 
1700th Anniversary Committee. 

The next meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, July 13th at 5 p.m. Please advise if this 
date and time is acceptable to you by calling Be~ouhi at 212-686-0710. 

Thank you. 



Draft 

1700 Anniversary Committee Meeting 
Thursday, June 10, 1999 

Attendance: Mr. Michael Haratunian, Mr. Aram Arkun (representing Fr. Krikor), Mr. 
Richard Dabagian, Ms. Karen Bedrosian Richardson, and George Kassis. 

The Committee went through the reports ofthe various responsibilities each individual 
had undertaken. 

1. Concert: Archbishop Khajag Barsamian has spoken to Mr. Sahan Arzruni, who 
has accepted to act as coordinator of a concert in NYC. Mr. Haratunian had 
called him to follow up but got the message Sahan is out of town. Mr. Haratunian 
also reported that he had spoken to Mrs. Artemis Nazerian who had agreed to 
work with Mr. Arzruni, focussing primarily on the organizational aspects of the 
concert. Mr. Haratunian will get the two together. 

2. Teaching Role of the Church: Fr. Daniel Findikyan and Mr. Kassis have 
discussed and come up with a plan for publications. Unfortunately, the fax with 
the proposed outline had gone astray after Mr. Kassis received it. It will be 
circulated with the minutes of this meeting. The meeting asked Mr. Kassis that he 
and Fr. Daniel Findikyan consider the possibility of a video on the teachings of 
the Armenian Church (attachment 1, not available at the time ofthe meeting). 

3. Exhibits: A memo from Mr. Kevork Bardakjian was circulated (attachment 2), in 
which he outlined his proposal to organize a joint Diocese of the Armenian 
Church of America/University of Michigan art exhibition. This concept was 
endorsed, and Mr. Bardakjian will be asked to prepare a detailed plan and budget 
to be submitted to the next meeting so major donors can be approached. The 
Committee brainstormed about the possibility ofhaving this exhibit go to a 
number of other venues in major cities like NYC, Boston and Chicago once it is 
done in Detroit, possibly with the cooperation of university Armenian studies 
programs. 

Ms. Richardson reported on her talks with Helen Evans at the Met, and the 
information she had about the efforts of Fr. Vrej Nercessian in London to mount 
an exhibit that he has proposed to the Met but does not seem to be going 
anywhere. 

Ms. Richardson also advised that the Met had been approached by Fr. Levon 
Zakarian, an Armenian Catholic priest, about showing the Vatican Armenian 
exhibit at the Met. Ms. Evans had asked Fr. Zakarian for a copy of the catalogue 
of the Vatican exhibit and had not received it so far. It was agreed that it would 



be a good idea if the Diocese were to pursue this. Mr. Arkun was tasked with 
forwarding to Ms. Evans the catalogue of the Vatican exhibit the next day. 

4. Ecumenical: No discussion on this took place, as there was no report on 
contacts with Fr. Garabed Kocharian in this regard. 

5. Public Relations: Mr. Dabagian distributed copy of a note he and Mr. Simonian 
had prepared (attachment 3). Mr. Dabagian further reported that Mr. Simonian 
had met with a lady in Providence who might be of great help in this area. Mr. 
Haratunian urged that we try to highlight how the Armenian Church is the largest 
and most important institution throughout the Armenian American community. It 
was agreed that the PR group's work is affected by what the rest of us end up 
doing, and that development oftheir plans will be affected by what else the 1700 
Committee decides. 

6. Youth: Unfortunately Fr. V ahan was not present to report on this. 

7. Academic/Symposia: Mr. Arkun reported that the group envisaged 4 main 
activities (attachment 4): 

Speakers who would give talks targeting various audiences such as 
students, youth, academics, possibly in conjunction with Armenian studies 
programs in various universities. 
Publications: a history of the Armenian Church, pamphlets on conversion 
and historical developments, etc. 
Major symposium: hosting a major symposium for one to two days 
Seminary program: meetings to discuss practical problems at the St. 
Nersess seminary level, and other meetings dealing with issues related to 
ministry in the Armenian Church. 

Mr. Arkun was asked that the group try to prepare a more concrete budget for the 
next meeting of the 1700 Committee. 

8. Committee Membership: the 1700 Committee membership was discussed. It 
was agreed that in consultation with Serpazan, the following persons would be 
considered for appointment to the 1700 Committee: Mr. Kevork Bardakjian, Mr. 
Sahan Arzruni and Fr. Untzag Nalbandian. 

9. Logo: Mr. Kassis will invite Mr. Armen Garabedian to come half an hour prior 
to the next meeting of the Committee to dialogue with members on the logo so he 
can prepare one that reflects the spirit of the 1700 Celebration. 

10. Staffing: The need for at least a part-time staff person dedicated to the 1700 
celebration was reiterated. Mr. Kassis was asked to look for candidates and to 
include funding of this position on the agenda of the meeting with Serpazan (see 
next item). 



10. Funding & Fundraising: Mr. Haratunian asked Mr. Kassis to arrange a meeting 
with Serpazan, Mr. Haratunian and Mr. Simonian to discuss funding and 
fundraising issues at Serpazan's earliest possibility. 

11. Next Meeting: The next meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, July 13th at 5 p.m. Mr. 
Kassis was asked to canvass participants to make sure the date is fine well in 
advance so we can be sure of full participation. 

George Kassis 
Rapporteur 



Attachment 1 

1700th Anniversary of Baptism of Armenia by St. Gregory the 
Illuminator 

Proposal for a Series of Brochures on the Armenian Church 

Fr. Daniel Findikyaa 
Georce K••~is 

Proposal: On the 1700th Anniversary of the baptism of Armenia by St. Gregory the Illuminator, 
it is proposed that a series of 2-3-page brochures be prepared, each dealing with a basic teaching or 
aspect of the Armenian Church. Depending upon funding, 20-30 such brochures, professionally 
produced and aesthetically attractive, should be prepared and made available to the parishes. 

The text oftbe brochures should be made available on the Diocese's 1700th-Anniversacy website 
for even wider dissemination. We should consider translating some or all of the brochures into 
Armenian and Russian. 

Brochure topics would fall into the following broad categories: 
1 . Basic Doctrines of the Armenian Church: The Holy Trinity, Jesus Christ, the Church, 

Salvation and the Kinidom of God, etc. 
2. The Bible: the Old Testament, the New Testament, the writings of St. Paul, the Psalms, the 

Prophets, the Bible in the Annenian Church, individual books of the Bible, etc. 
3. Worship in the Armenian Church: the Divine Liturgy, B3ptism, Confession, Marriage, 

Holy Communion, Feasts of the Church, etc. 
4. Lives of individual saints and their relevance today. 
5. Topics related to the Annenian Church and its distinctiveness: the Christian c::onversion of 

Armenia, The Annenian Church in relation to other Christian Churches, the Armenian 
Church in the Ecumenical Movement, the Holy Translators, Vartanank, Armenian 
architecture, sacred music, sacred art, etc. 

6. Armenian Spirituality: How to Pray, Pain and Suffering, Christian virtues, etc. 
7. Contemporary Issues: Sex and Sexuality, Abortion, etc. 

Each brochure would contain basic information including references for further reading. Since it 
will be difficult to find an individual competent in all these areas, it is suggested that a general 
editor be appointed, who will delegate individual brochures to competent authors within the 
Diocese, and assure a more or less couunon writing style for the series. 

Rationale: There is a dire need within the Di~se for basic information conceming the teachings 
of the Armenian Church, especially for adults. Books dealing with these issues are frequently not 
appropriate for the general reader. The proposed brochures will satisfy the need for basic, concise 
infonnation in an attractive, readable format. The brochures will be of service to the faithful at 
lB.l'ge, as well to the youth, and to interested non-Annenians who desire to learn about the 
Armenian Church. Clergy will find the brochures useful in planning and conducting educational 
programs in the parishes. 

The 1700th Anniversary of the Baptism of Annenia is a most fitting occasion to inaugurate such a 
series. One of the first original writings in the Armenian language using the alphabet of St. Mesrob 
was a catechism called "The Teaching of St. Gregory." It is essentially a textbook of Christianity, 
.intended to be used to instruct the Annenians in their new faith. The proposed series of brochures 
would be a modem version of the same undertaking, adapted to today's times and needs. 



Attachment 2 

Dear Michael 
The Armenian Studies Program at the University of Michigan, Ann Arbor (ASP) 

will be orgaci:z:ing three major events to mark the 170otb anniversary of Christian 
Anucnia in 2001: an art exhibit; (a) n1usical eveoing(s); and an interdisciplmo.ry, 
comparative conference on "Religion and National Identity." 

Abp. Barsamian. the Primate, you and 1 have had preliminary discussions 
regarding the a.rt exhibit and have agreed, in prin~iple, to orga.oize it joinl:ly. The idea is 
to borrow illw:nioated manuscripts mainly from the Matenadaran and some religious 
uteDsils and objects from Ejmiatzin and the Museum of History in Armenia. Long before 
our preliminary discussions, I had approached the Director of the Matenadaran and .b.ad 
obtained his consent to lend U of M man\lScripts for its exhibit. I last spoke to the 
Director in m,jd-May. We are DDW competing with the Dutch and the Gem1ans who want 
to borrow mss in la:te summer and fall of '01 into Febru&Iy of '02. We need urgently to 
write to the MatenadSian to reserve the mss for August-Novemb«. Once the letter is 
written (next week at the latest) I will pursue the matter when I travel to Yerevan in late 
June. Matters should be formalized in the Fall, when an official delegation representing 
the U a!M and the Diocese sign the papers in Yerevan. 

In the mean time there ate a number of urgent mattcrsto attend to: the budget tmd 
venues if we want to make this a travelling exhibit. We are working .on a budget and a 
general plan which -we will submit to you next week for amendmem.s/approva.l and a joint 
letter to the Mate:nadaran and to solicit the funds. ! have spoken to I-1 Evans for 
assistance but she will be very busy (though. she'd be willing to help out with 
suggestio.cs), and suggested that we approach Alice Taylor. I did ha.ve a preliminary 
discussion with Alice a few months ago but we need to come up with a plan and a budget 
before we pursued this further. The U of M B.lld Alice have agreed, and so has the 
Primate, ths.t this would be a "thematic" exhibit, an illustrated 11history" of tho Church of 
Armenia and he.r dogma; we would not shy away from some "controversial'' aspects of 
the Church's dogma. The Museum of Art at Michigan will handle all tech.o.i.cal and 
artistic aspects of the exhibit and the anticipated publication of the catalogue and has no 
objection to the opening of the exhibit in New York first. All this and similar details will 
be worked out once we have a commitment from the Maten.adaran for lending the mss to 
us for a specific period oftime(July-November, 2001). 

As for the other two events, the ASP would be happy to explore the possibility of 
holding them jointly with the Diocese in the same or a son1ewhat modified fashion. But 
there is time to discuss these in the Fall. Meanwhile, please do not hesitate to contact me 
for any questions you may ha.vc for any aspects of this "report" that I may have left out 
inadvertently. Kind regards to all members of the Committee and yourself. 

Youn; sincerely, 

K~ 
Kevork B. Barclalcji.a.n 



1700 Anniversary Committee Meeting 
Thursday, June 10, 1999 

Public Relations Thoughts 

Attachment 3 

Here are some thoughts on developing a Public Relations platfonn for the 1700 celebration.: 

1. There must be a theme to develop. It is the story tine we want to disseminate within 
our Armenian community and in the broad American community. It is the focus of what we 
want to cormnunicate. It is the central issue that this celebration is all about. It should be a 
positive focus that we can all be proud of. 1 think it should be something like: 

Armenia: The First Christian Nation 

This is what we are all about. 

2. We must put a workable communication system in place. Public relations releases 
have to go to reporters who find the story worthwhile to print. The print media and the 
television r;J;sll~.fe key. We have to know who the people are who will carry our story .. 
We have ~o 11them good copy. We have to help them understand why our releases are 
newsworthy' events. We have to do things to help this community become our thend. 

Our corrunittee should develop the following information for each local market we want to 
enter: 

City 
Newspaper name 
Reporter name/phone/fax who writes about religious news 
TV station 
Reporter name/fax/phone who broadcasts events of a religious nature 

We have to know the same information about the national media we want to contact. 

Chris Zakian may have some of this in place. OUr committee job is to be sure that it is in 
place and operable and come up with ideas on how to convert this pressffV community 
into our friends. ·· 

3. We have to be sure we develop good press copy. Our product has to be newsworthy. 
It has to be interesting. It has to be helpful. It has to make the reporters who pick up the 
story look good. We need some creatjve talent around to do this. Our committee job i§ to 
identifY that talent and help them create good product for this project. 



Image/Public Relations/Marketing 
1700th Anniversary Committee 

The following list are thoughts to consider during this celebration. 
By no means does it represent a complete list. Perhaps some of these 
ideas will develop into additional suggestions. 

£F~MaH 
1) During this 12 month celebration, have a~~ once a month about 

the history and adoption of Christianity. 

2) Prepare a video on this subject- share it (free?) with •..... our 
Armenian churches, Armenian organizations, other major non-Armenian 
religious institutions. 

3) A logo needs to be devloped that stresses the theme from this dis
tant ancient period. All stationary and related items should carry 
this logo. Commission an Armenian graphic artist to develop this 
logo. It should reflect this period. 

4) We need a way to describe what it meant to be able to say, 
"I'm Christian." 

5) Do we reach-out beyond the Armenian Church? 

6) Some say this is the most exciting era in Armenian history. We need 
to develop a manner in which to share this with the Armenian Com
munity - and beyond. 

7) Brochures/Pamphlets to be produced on this historic time in Armenian 
history. Make sure the youth can understand it. Make it available 
to all Armenian organizations. 

8) How can we write and get published a series of articles (or just one 
major article) that newspapers will run. Television and cable cover
age. A Website. Acknowledgement by the White House~~Other State 
governments where there is a large Armenian population. Publish a 
book or a special document outlining this milestone and sell the 
book (This could be costly) 

Have the celebration noted each Sunday in all church bulletins dur
ing this celebration year. 



Attachment 4 

The 1700th Diocesan Committee 
The Subcommittee for Scholarly/Academic Programs 

The Subcommittee met in the Zohrab Information Center of the Diocese on Tuesday, 
May 11. Present at the meeting were Fr. Krikor Maksoudian, Fr. Vahan Hovhanessian, 
and Mr. Aram Arkun. The following programs were discussed. 

1. College Programs in cooperation with the Armenian Departments, Programs of Study 
or Student Clubs. The Program will include two or three lectures or presentations, to 
be offered as a one-day seminar in the host college/university. The speakers will be 
mainly from the Seminary faculty, the Zohrab Information Center as well as members 
of the University's Department or Program of Armenian Studies. 
Cost: Approx. $10,000.00 

2. Publications: 
a. Book: "History of the Armenian Church." 
b. 8-10 page pamphlets focusing on the conversion of the Armenia, and 

highlights in the 1700 years of Armenian Church history. 
c. Approx. Cost:$?,???.?? 

3. Major Symposium: 
a. to be held in St. V artan Cathedral 
b. Be co-sponsored by important Armenian Study Programs and/or Departments 

such as Harvard, Columbia, UMICH., Tufts, UCLA, ... etc. 
c. Major Themes of the symposium will include History of the Armenian 

Church, Theology, Liturgy, Canon and Administration, and Armenian 
Christian Literature. 

d. Approx. cost: $50,000.00 

4. Seminary conference: To be held in St. Nersess Seminary in conjunction with other 
seminaries in the area, such as St. Vladimir's, St. Joseph, GTS, UTS and others. 
Approx. cost: $20,000.00 
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DIOCESE OF THE ARMENIAN CHURCH OF AMERICA 
U.llU.Q\..OP'1-n~ID'Jl~\.. l..U.Bn6 U.U'tJPJl4U.BJ"l U.Pb~blbU.'IJ lil'btrfl 

Archbishop Khajag Barsamian, Primate 

q.lif1W2linpfi 
S. UliupnUJ U.pp. U.2aliwli 
.!.WJWUmwli/1 ut2 -Rpj1umnf1/;mptliwf1 
tflhmwljwfl l.Jpoli .!.niwlJzlwli 1700-wllhwlj/1 
tl.wp/1i -Rwpmmrz wp 
U. l:211f1w {}j1fi 

Uj1plit/1 Uppwq wfl. brzpwJp, 

fiJ'fn 3311 
lfWJ/1U 181 1999 

UmwgwlJ b.fl.p U.UJ{I/1[ 21, 1999 {itnzwl{j1p iilip fiwzlwltn' 1700-wzll:iwlj/1 wnru/1z 
fipwUJWfiW/j fiwlinzw{J JnL2WfJ-f1Wlllil:ipm l{lUUJWl{gmptb.wllp: 

!llip fiwzlwl{j1fi zll:2 lt'nutp ]8"1: 51 «ul:ru» JnL2WTJ.f1Wl1 rzpl{nzw{} 1: U.nw2linp7J.Wf/Wli l:iz 
pn[npfl. wz lJwfunzw{J hfl, b.L IJlJ fullfJ-fl(p np l{mfuwpdl:plJ wf111/12WUJI:u rzpltnz/1 dl:ip mnzw{} 
fiwugl:/lfi: 

l.Jn gwzj1f1p nul:izm np dl:iq/1 fiwrznp7J.nzw{J mb.rzb.ltnzrufnll.fl.b.plJ «2zlwpmmptb.wf1 i_b.fl 
fiwzfwUJwmwufuwllb.p: 

U.nw2f1np7J.Wf7Wlij1u U. t/,wp7J.wl1 q.pwmwfi U(Wmwufuwfiwmmfl. fil:imb.LI:iwz mb.rzb.ltmJ8"/1LfilJ 
l{mfuwll.gw{J 1: zlb.q/1. U.nw2/1li wfl.q.wzl ml:irzl:il{wgmwlJ 1: np U.nw2f1npfJ-Wf1Wl1 ltlJ T]_pqm/1 12 
«ul:ru» JnL2lUTJ.fiWI1 liz 12 fiwllwUJwmwufuwli mnuftlip (U'wpm 181 1999}: /1 JWJm lil{w{} l: np 
'lf1ltmw{} Jnl2WTJ.f1Wzllilipm q.mzlWf1lJ 11 «ul:pt» l:, fiwl{wnwl{ wlinp np 'lf1lfmw{} mnuftlip!J 12 
fiwm l;j1f1: Opl{pnpTJ. wfl.q.wzl' S/1ltf7l1 lfmz/1 U.2!JPI:iwf1/1 dlinwzlp (lfwJ/1U 5, 1999) umwgmw{} t 
38 «ul:ru»: flzphzlfl, umwgmw{} Jnl2WTJ.f1Wzllilipm [JliTJ.fiwlimp q.nzliWfllJ 49 «ul:ru» l:, npzll; 
lJwfumwlJ l: zl/1wJl1 l:ipl{m «Ul:]8"» (Uwpm 25-flli liz Uwpm 30-j1li1 1999): 

.!.wab.gl:p umnpb.z q.mll.hz wflmfl.fl.hpfl. m fiwugtllhp!J wfl.nll.g' npnfl.p q.fl.w{} hfl. WJU 
((Ul;pt »h{I[J: 

flu[f lJwfumw{} hpl{m «utru » JnL2WTJ.f1Wzlf1hpm l{mfuwd(p!J ( 4 00 -i_npu fiwpj1zp- mnz wp), 
fiwllwiiwJli iihp l{lwl{lwpj1fl.p IJlJ rzpljm/1 bplnwli' Uj1mzwl1m IJ.pwzlwmmlin: 

bpp Jwzlizliwz ljwawnmlllil:ip nuwli' l{!J mhrz hl(wglihfip dliqj1: 

Mr. Hrayr Aris 
271 Burns St. 
Forest Hills, NY 11375 

U.rz oruwl(j1g n ~ 
~tM.~\o\4) tA,.~.,~~ 
/Uwdwlf U.pp. '1Jwpuwzlliwf1 

U.nw2finp7J. 

St. Thomas Armenian Church 
Highway 9 W and E. Clinton Ave. 
Tenafly, NJ 07660 

630 SECOND AVENUE, NEW YORK, NY 10016-4881 TEl EF'IlC\"lE 2': 686 U710 f-?1 '· 2 '2 155" 



Diocese of the Armenian Church 630 Second Avenue New York, NY 10016 

Date: 

To: 

From: 

RE: 

7/23/99 

Archbishop Khajag Barsamian, Michael Haratunian, Sahan Arzruni, 
Prof. Kevork Bardakjian, Richard Dabagian, Very Rev. Fr. Daniel 
Findikyan, Very Rev. Fr. Vahan Hovhanessian, George Kassis, Very 
Rev. Fr. Krikor Maksoudian, Very Rev. Fr. Haigazoun Melkonian, Rev. 
Fr. Untzag Nalbandian, Karen Bedrosian Richardson, Jon Simonian 

Berjouhi Saladin 

1700th Anniversary Committee Meeting 

Just a reminder that the next meeting of the 1700th Anniversary Committee will be on 
Thursday, July 29, 1999 at 10:00 a.m. at the Diocese of the Armenian Church. 
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Mother 5ee of Haly Etdlmiedzin 
Vag....,.. pat 
Armenia 

1700th Anniversary Office 

Fax 
1-.: l!ast:en Dloc.e From: Archbishop Mesrob Ashjian 

Fax: 1-212-7793558 

Dltll: 05/11/H 

All: Biblical Annenta Conferena~ CC: 

o,.._Reply 

• Comments: Please forward this fax to Dr. Hagop Nenoyan. Thank You! 
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.1. 1 _ It t _ r ll,._ 

Biblical Armenia 
International Conference 

june 21 .. 24, 1999 
Oshagan, Anntnia 

r - ""' .. 

We are pleased to learn that you are participating in the 
"Biblical Armenia" conference to be held in Oshagan, Armenia from 
June 21 to 24, 1999. 

We would like you to expedite the synopsis of your 
presentation no later than May 25, 1999 to the following fax number: 

374-2-151700 

Also, we appreciate if you send us the following information: 

arrival date------- return date _____ _ 

day-------------------- daY.---------
time.___ ________ __ time ________ _ 
flight number. ______ _ flight number------

name __________________________ __ 

date--------

Please fill out and return this form attached to your synopsis. 

With thanks, 

Archbishop Mesrob Ashjlan 

,, ,.. '· ., ' 
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1700 UlJIJU4 \USUUSUur lJt9. ~r~USnutnltiJIJUu 
~IJSU4Uu 4POu \~2U4lJUu 

17TH CENTENARY OF THE PROCLAMATION 
OF CHRISTIANITY IN ARMENIA 

Q..bplll2unph 
S. lullld"llltl} Upp. n}mpulllUblllu 
linlll2GnJlll UUU UpL.btblllu }}blip 
'Upt tmpp 

UppbJ.ll Upplllqlllu, 

N-102 
21.04.99}}. 

~tqp lllpqtu pul]_ qpllla tpup <!,<!, lllhmllll}Ulu glllultJ.l htm qnpallll}glllplllp L. 
1700-wutwl.lil wnplu hpwmw11wqmwu Jfll2Wflftwuub.pm uwut1u: CGnphwltwt 
hup, np t!UilWillll2hg}lp uhp lllllW2WPltJ.lu h ~hqp mqwpl}ntlllO pmm-l_ 51 
uhmwtGhpu WJlllbU }luq 4_w6wnmwa b(i: OpUituqp l)_wphuwup uhp hW2nthl{lwltrr 
l)_wmwpht lJwjp Upnn Up. t2u}lwau}l hhm L. ohnuwpl)_hup Jlll2WilPWU}l 2wpp}l 
JW2nJlll }}IllllliPl}Uwurr, 4.1! fuuqphup, np lllUU}l2wl}wu l{lmpn4_ utqp l{lnfuwug tp 
~hqp jwuoumwa Jlll2WilPWUubpm hwUWUllllillWUfuwu qntuwprr l)_w'u l)_wufupl)_ 
l)_hpUintl L.l)_w'u hhmL.Jwt pwul)_wJ}lu hw2mnt1_' 

Beneficiary Bank 
Correspondent Bank For Further 

in the USA Credit To: 

Marine Midland Bank 
Name: 

Midland Armenia Bank New York US 
Mesrop 

Y erevsn, Armenia Swift-MRMDUS33 
Ashtshyan 
AIC No.: 

Swift Address: Chips://CP: 108 
007-020650-160 

MIDLAM22 Beneficiary Bank A/C 
With Midland 

No.: 000-05145-4 
Armenia Bank 

fl-wpohwt UI}lm}l fuullPt}lup, np wnw2}lu }lul)_ wn}lpntl utqp l{lnfuwugt}lp 
qGnMilhrmtG wGmGt}. lliqqmUmUt!, hwugtu L.1J.i1hGg qutua JmzwqpwupG ppq~: 

P. 4_bp2nJ Gnp llltllUUIPWGpGhpm UiwpwqwJ}lG 4.1! fuullPhup np ul)_wm}l 
muhuwp ubp uwfunpq uwuwl)_}l nlttmrr. mp lt'rrut}lup. 

«PUlUitu JP2WO bup, Jlll2WilPWUubpm utprr l)_'wpat 200 mntlllp: liUIPPtl5-
tu JbmnJ q}lun UI}lm}l t!UWJ 250 mntwp, pwJg fl-mp t.wUwp lllmnp 25-t! Uiwhbt ~hp 
lin w2 un pqw pw u }1 ow fu u h pmu hwt\ w p»: 

liwufuwJWJm 2unphwl}wtmphwup h hllPlllJpllll}wu u}lpntl 
liftopwl}ltg' 

r·---~ ·-" 
~ht{~rFt_(h 
UbuJmlll Upp. li26twu 
q_wp}ll .Rwpmmqwp 

Holy Etchmiadzin, Vagharshapat, Armenia • Tell374·2) 28·74·83/15·1700/59·4·1700 • E-mail: mairator@arminco.com 
P.O. Box 3141, Grand Central Station, New York, NY 10163 USA· Tel/Fax 1212) 286-0360 • E-mail: arm1700Cmarmchurch1700.org 
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H1s Hol1ness Karek1n I 
Supreme PcJtrlarch and 

Catholrcos of All Armenrans 

Hrs Emrnence Arcnbrsnop 
KhaJag BJrsam1an. Pn'Tiate 

Eastern Diucese 
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lffo S~r• lffo .l,wu.uw.p .. 
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April20, 1999 

Ms. Karen Bedrosian Richardson 
330 East 46th Street, Apt. SD 
New York, NY 10017 

Dear Karen, 

Thank you for your fax of April 19 and your agreement to participate in the 
brainstorming session on the 1700 celebration. I do look forward to meeting you in 
person. 

To address your questions: 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

This session is focussed on how we should celebrate this occasion in the United 
States in particular. The Diocese is not, to-date, aware of any 1700 celebration 
activities planned to be canied out in the U.S. 
Holy Etchmiadzin has formed a global committee that is in the process of 
planning activities for world-wide implementation, none of which has yet, to our 
knowledge taken too much shape. The only concrete thing we are aware of is 
having produced a number oft-shirts and other memorabilia which are being sold 
through the mailbox of an individual in Douglaston Parkway in Queens. 
The preliminary thinking is that we would like to use this occasion to not only 
celebrate as Armenians but more importantly make Americans aware of the 
Armenian Church and Armenians, and their contributions to Christianity and to 
America. 
Whatever activities are planned must include raising funds to cover related costs. 

As you can see from the above, we are starting from ground zero with this meeting. This 
is why we are calling it a brainstorming session. We would like to throw in as many 
ideas as we can and bounce ideas off one another in an effort to come up with an overall 
framework and structure. 

I realize the above may not answer all the questions on your mind, which are equally 
shared by the others participating in this session. It is our hope that we would come out 
from the session with a preliminary road map. 

With Appreciation, 

One Body ... One Spirit ... ~~ 
One Lord ... One Faith .. ~ 

Eph. 44-5 Qeo Kas . 
rge sts 

630 Secona Avenue 
New York. NY 10016-4806 

Teleohcce 212.686 0710 
::;?X 212 779 3555 

Director of Communications & Development 

Cc: 4chbishop Khajag Barsamian 
Mr. Michael Haratunian 
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H1s Holiness Karek1n I 
Supreme Patriarch and 

Cathell COS of All Armen1ans 

H1s Em1nence ArchbiShop 
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Eastern 01ocese 
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----------~--I 
One Body ... One Spirit ... ; 
One Lord ... One Faith ... : 

Eph. 4:4-5 ! 
i 

630 Second Avenue 
Nev. YorK. NY 10016-4806 

Telephone 212 686.0710 
Fax 212.779.3558 

April15, 1999 

To: 

From: 

Subject: 

Mr. Richard Dabagian 
Mr. Michael Haratunian 
Fr. Haigazoun Melkonian 
Ms. Karen Bedrosian Richardson 
Mr. Jon Simonian 
Fr. Vahan Hovhanessian 
Fr. Krikor Maksoudian 
Fr. Daniel Findikyan 

George Kassis 

1700 Celebration Brain-Storming Session 

This is to confirm the above session to take place at Tahlij in Diocese of 
the Armenian Church of America, 630 Second Avenue, New York (comer 
of 34th Street and Second Avenue) at 5 p.m. on Thursday, May 6th, 1999. 
Your participation is most appreciated. 

In this session, we will attempt to put together the a preliminary plan for 
what should be done to honor our 1700 years anniversary as Christians. To 
this end, it would be desirable if each of you were to provide a list of ideas 
we might consider which we would circulate before the meeting. If you 
are able to do so, please forward your thoughts to me by Thursday 29 
April. You may fax your thoughts to me at 212-447-4343 or email them 
to me at endowment@armeniandiocese.org. 

With appreciation. 

Cc: Archbishop Khajag Barsamian 
Mr. Simon Y. Balian 
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AI'MAHCKAII .+J10CTOJ1bCt<AII LtEPKOBb, /lfiPA fYH CB. MECP0/7 /IIAUJTOU 

N39 
16. 02. 1999 p. 

~oqbllinph 
S. ~wO]ltt wpbqwJ .1>1imoqbw6 

Ujlphtlt ~WJ[l umpp, 

5wnw2JlltWJ 5mfi):tu~ 21-24 pp., U. Uwhw4WJ h U. UbU[UlUjWJ molihpm wnftu, h 
..Rp}luum6tmptulit! ~WJwumwli}t "lbmw~wfa lJpou hniw~liwfi 1700-wuhwlijl 
t{wlqwqgmpbwllp Ozw4wG}t t}UJPWUlUtG ut~ t{wqdWlibPU!ntW() t hwdwztuwphwj]lli 
qpmwdnqmf «Uummw0wz6!w\pu0 ~wJwumwu» pbdwJnq: 

!JwJuWUJ.WUlJlWUUlWl{Wfi wztuwmw(lplihfl(! qnhwgmgp~ qbputn\[ JWUW2 

lfnufwfiwfi, L Jmunq bfil), np, UummbnJ oqlimphwup, lm JW2nll.Piip qwqllwqbptqbt 
hwllwdnqm{ lltf np WflilWpnt.plu6. Lqjlm}l {!Ut pp liptp(lG, J!liUlpntwb t\WJp~fi, L. liwL. 
UJ.WuniwqwG wnpptl.G: '-ln upphllp JD\UWJ.., J.iwL., np WJU hwllwdnqmln wnflp \llllmfl gfimuJt 
dbp ctn11.ntlntpl)Jlu' wnwtbt UOUlbliwtnt Uuwntw~mzntOi llwmhwfijlfi, h }ulwumwmpbtm 
bt\llzt utwmu~l~ tuouetf pt <<qhwJp ltbp quntpp Utbmwpwaa qllmbdp h liw.Jp' 
qwnw~btw\[wG bqbqbg):l [Jwpnrtfl\tb>: 

U'bfip \Itw u):lpnq ltt! ljlwlj1wp~6p np uwuOwqgpp WJU hwuwqmuwpltfi, L. hwfiqtu 
qwp hbml..bwt ll}llpnq. i<UumntwbwzmO~n hWJ Mup ut2)): 

fltpwtu uilJmp 1mw6~ hpt qtmpntl ~bp ayu.uqwO UJ.WmwuJ:uwOn JWJmOtp U. 
Uburm'-4 JlUlllWutwG mfioptG ITtpli. llt~ptq OwhGwq~phwfipu (Ozwqwu) L qwu 
hbnw~wJiitil }lpbO hbutubwt ptltwhwliwpGb(Ult<i 

28-45-52 
(8-243) 3-61-~iO 
(8-243) 3-40-20 

liwqli,u4bpiJ.l.lli JWii&uwJ:unu1pu, utlrtnp umwli6ut ~hp bpf!Lhqp (4wu 
tiwupnptpupbwO) "- ullntuqtl hwpgbp[! "- WJl wlihpwctb2Ul OwJ:uubp: ~wuwdnqn\111 uGpwgppO 
Gw]uwmbumwb b6 llqwp~wqwG gmgwhwGqtu, bpwdzmwqwu bpbqnJ, L. WJL 
up2ngwnnuHlbp: ~pOqzwppp, 24 omll~upO, dnqn\j_wl{wQObpt! lJ.l! hpwtJlJlill}lO llwuCiwqghtm 
U. ITlwmwpwqtl \4 unnnp hbmLmt hpwutwpwqwJ}lfi hwGrymntpbudi: 

l!:u JmuwGp np llhp dnqmlwqwGfibfl(! qg uwuUwqgpO pntnp 6t:lnawpl.j6htmt0 L. 
hpwlllW[lwlJ.wJlJ.fi wpwpnll.ntpbwug: 

rllwppbpwpwp Ohq Ulbll.hWlt 41! lqWhbOp wztuwmwfipllhpm [!fipwgpftO: l.Jllfil WJq, 

41! uuwli~ ~bJUl Urtopwp.wp. 
, .. ·-·······--.) 

--~ h t,C-vcf- c~ ~·--
Ubupmq llppbutllul{m.qnu Uzllbwfi ·· 

"llwplJt·pwpmmqwp 
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.Rp_tmmnGhmpJmGn <!.wJwumwGnul uthmwl}wG l}pnG hn~wl}uwG 1700-wUJwtW 
mnGwl}wmwpmpJmGGhpp l}hGmpnGwl}wG uwpuGp GwtuwohnGmpJwUp t}l.hmptjmpp 5-7-[! 
lTwJP Upnn Umpp t2upwaGmu hpwtJllptjhg up2phUwl}wG hwuwdnqmf GwtuwqwhmpJwUp 
qnpawqpp uwpuGp tj_wpp~-pwpmmqwp Cl-hpw2Gnph S. lfhurmut Upp. li26hwGp h 
4wGwqwjp phup wnw2Gnpqp, 1700- WUJWlW mtumwqGwgmpJmGGhpp l}b.GmpnGwl}wG 
UwpuGp wmb.Gwuthm Cl-hpw2Gnph S. <!,ntj_GwG Upp. ShpmhpJwGp, npG tt tjmpntU tp 
hwuwdnqntJll Gpumhpn: 

<!.wuwdnqntJllG uwuGwl}gmu tpG <!.wJ Unwphtwl}wG Umpp bl}hqhgm <!.wJwumwGp h 
Ul}l.Jmnpp phut.pp (bpmuwqhu, UlJU, 4:wGwqw, Q.t.puwGpw, Upqb.GmpGw, gpwqj1ww, 
Otpmqtj_wJ, l>pwGupw, P.pwG, Upppw, P.mwww, -4.b.Ghumhtw, .Rmtj_b.Jp) wnw2GnpqGhp, 
hnql.tnp h w2tuwphwl}wG Ghpl}wjwgmgp~Ghp, <!.wJ bl}hqhgm hppmwuwpqwg h 
muwGnqwl}wG UpntpJmGGhpp wGqwUGhp: 

UGqpwGpl} GpumG ul}utj_hg wqnppntj_, nppg hhmn hwGmG \.l_hhwt}l.wn <!.WJflWuthmp h 
l}wpnqpl}nuwl}wG uGqhwGmp t}l.ntuwGnpqp pwguwG tunupntj_ hwGqhu hl}wtj_ lTwJP Uprinp 
qptj_wGwUJ.hm Cl-hpw2Gnph S. 'Ghpuhu Upp. lllnqwutwuwGu: upG~ wGqpwGpl} Gpump 
w2tuwmwGpt.pn ul}ut.m dnqntj_wl}wGGhpn nrt2ntJGp Gwuwl} l}wquhgpG mqqtj_wa 
wpmwuwhuwGmu WutwppGtj_nq Uub.GwJG <!.wJng Q.wphqpG Unw2pG 4wpnqpl}nupG: 
<!.wuwdnqntJll uwuGw4.PgGhppG nq2ntJGp tunupntj_ qpuhg lfhupmq Upp. li26hwGu: UppwqwG 
<!.WJPD hwl}pp6 Ghpl}wjwgphg 1700-wUJWlW apwqpntj_ Gwtuwmhutj_wa up2ngwnmuGhpp 
GwluwutwmpwummpJwG [!Gpwgp[!: C}-pwGg Uh2 Gw wnwGoGwuthu l}wpLnphg 
m_tumwqGwgmpJWG qhp[!, nputhu uhp hwtj_wmp wl}mGpGhppG tj_hpwqwnGwtm ppnqmpjntG, 
mtum£! hwuwphtntl. Uhp uppwqwG flW2PUP£! Uumam hhm: 
« 1700-WUJWl}I!, uum -4.hhwl}lwn <!.WJflWuthmp Gnp <!,nqhqwtmum t: liJq _tunhhpntj_ tt hu 
wpcthtj_npntU t.u :Jhp wnwphtntJ?JntG[!»,- pp _tunupG WJfllllhu wtj_wpmhg UppwqwGn: 

<!,wuwdnqntJll [!Gpwgpmu pGGwpl}tj_hgpG 1700-WUJwl}p mnGwl}wmwpntpJmGGhpp 
apwqpp h mtumwqGwgmpJmGGhpp. l}wquwl}hputUwG hhm l}wuttl_wa up 2WPP l}wphnp 
hwpghp: lijGnthhmh <!,<!, hnt2wpowGGhpp utruhutwGmpJwG tj_wp~ntpjwG l}nqupg <!.wl}np 
UpunGJWUI! Ghpl}mJwgphg 2001 ptj_wl}wGpG ~wJwumwGmu L Upgwtumu ~npu 

hppmqpGhpntj_ l}wquwl}hputtJ.h!Pp mlumwqGwgmpJmGGhpJ1 uGqqpl}nq pGwl}wtj_wJphp£! 
mwGnq 6wGwutwphGhpp hwllJ?whwpuwG hhm l}wllltJ.wa up 2WflP _tuGqppGhp m 
qcttj_wpntpJmGGhp: Opn2tl_hg IlflWGg wGilflwqwnGwt m_tumwqGwgmpJwG lJ.b.GmpnGtulJ.wG 
uwpuGp hwmml} Gpumhpmu: 

UnwGoGwuthu pmnG pGGwplJ.mu awtl_wttl_hg <!,ntj_GwG Upp. ShpmhpJwGp 
Ghpl}wJwgpwa 2001p. bppmwuwpqwl}wG OttumwqGwgmpJwG Gwtuwqpau: Uut.GwJG 
uwGpwuwuGnt)?JWUp pGGwpl}tj_hgpG WJil Up2ngwnmuGhpp hhm 4.wuttl_wa pntnp _tuGqppGhpu: 
bqwG Up 2lliflP hhmwppppp WllW2Wfll}lll)?JntUGhp, l}wmwptj_hgpG wwgmuGhp, npnGp 
wpowGwqptj_hgpG' hhmwqWJntU tj_hpwGwJhtm Umwqpnt)?JWUp: 

4wpl.tnptj_hg up 2wpp hpwmwpwl}mpJmGGhpp qt.pu, npnGp uthmp t n~ upwJG 
mqhgmJg hwGqpuwGwG mtumwtj_npGhpp hwuwp, WJl Gwh octwGqwl}hG GpwGg 
mtumwqGwgmpJwG [!Gpwgpmu pwpn~wl}wG qnpamGhmpJmG awtJ.wthtmG: bqwG Gwh 
pwpn~wqwG qpwl}wGmpJwG hpwmwpwl}mpJwG hhm l}wllltJ.wa WJl wnw2wpl}mpJmGGhp: 

bpntuwqhup <!.wJng lllwmppwppmpJwG Ghpl}wJwgmgpm' <!.nqh2Gnph gwqpwm 
UphqwG hwGqhu hl}wtj_ hwmml} hWJUlWflWpntf>JWUp, GhpljmJwgGhtntJ. bpntuwqhup <!.wJng 
lllwmppwppp' fchlpqnu Upp. lfwGmljjwGp lllWtnpwumwl}wumpJntG[!' hnqwtm 1999p. 
WUlflPIP 7-14 qhutp bpnmwqhu ljmmwptl_hlllp mtumwqGwgmpJwG hwJwumwGgp 
uwuGw4.PgGhpp l}hgmpJwG m uGmGqp hhm lJwllltJ.wa pntnfl awtuut.pu: <!.wJP gwqpwmu 
wGqpwqwpowtj_ Gwh 2000 ptJ.wlJ.wGp bGGqJwG mnGbppG qbutp bpmuwqhu l}wmwptl_hlllp 
m_tumwqGwgmp JWUI!: 



<!,wuwdnqmjmu 1700-wUJwl.W umGwqwmwpmpJmGbppG hwJ bppmwuwp:qntpJwG 
uwuGwqgmpJWG bpwqppG ubpqwGbpp nt2Wl1JliltpjntG{! hpwtjppbg <!.WJ bqbqbgm 
muwGnqwqwG upntpjwG GbpqwJwgmgp~ Upbq fchuqLnuJWU£!: uw wGqpwqwnGwtn4_ ppbGg 
qwquwqbpu.JmpJwG qbppG m w2]uwmwGpGbppG, G2hg np 1700-WUJWI}£! up hpw2ww wnpp 
t ppbGg qnpbmGbntpjntGG wnw4_bt GUiwmwqwutW9 aw4_wtbtm hwuwp, npp UUIWmWq{! 
hwJ bppmwuwpqpG qhUIP bqbqbgp wnw2Gnpqtm UIPtnP tl1Gp: 

UJGmhbml.t qpnUW2P2P4ntpjwG hwJqwqwG £!Gl}bpwqgmpjwG Gbpqwjwgmgp~ 
Uppmp fluqwGjWU£! hwGqbu bqw4_ up o-pwqpn4_, npn4_ WllW2Wpq4_bg hn4_wGw4_npGbpp 
GJmpwqwG w2wqgmpJwUp qwqubt bppmwuwpqwqwG qwuw4_npGbpp )uupbp' 
pwpbqwpqbtm h uwppbtm hwuwp UIWtnUwqwG hnt2WpowGGbpp hwpwqpg 2P2W4WJJ:?I!, 
nplllhuqp 1700-wUJWqp wnpp4_ <!.wJwumwG <twuwGwa pwquwpp4_ hJmpbppG qwpnqwGwGp 
qpwGp UJ.Wtn2w6npbG Gbpl}wjwgGbt: liju hwpgp wnpp4_l.tu bqwG wnw2wpqmpJmGGbp: 

cfnqntjp bqpwtllwl.}ll~ Gpumpg wnw2 Uhupnlll Upp. U26twGI! hwuwdnqntjp 
pGGwpquwG£! GbpqwJwgpbg bpqm b-pwqpbp: C).pwGgpg wnw2P.GI! 4_bpwpbpmu tp «lf2n 
Umpp liwpwUJ.bm» {!GqbpwqgmpJwG umbqauwG£!, npj1 GUJ.wmwqG t tl1Gbtm 1700-WUJWI}p 
wnpp4_ mp.nnw~umgmpJwG nqpG 4_bpwqbuqwGwgGbt ubp dni1_m.}j1qp 4JwGpmu: bpqpnpq[! 
4_hpwpbpmu tp 1700-WUJWl}pG wnG~4_nq up WJl qwpLnp l.t UUJ.WtnWl}WjpG Up2ngwnuwG' 
Iunp Y.ppWUJ.P 2P2W4WJpmu awnwmmGl.}llG l.t Spqwm pwqw4_npp wGmGn4_ wGmwnp 
mntqauwG£!: 

ubpqwJwg4_bg Gwh m]umw4_npp wGoGwqpp Gunt2£!, npp 2ntP2 bqwG 
WllW2Wpl}ntpjntGGbp: 

~WJ bqhqbgm flwwGnqwqwG h bppmwuwpqwg U}uupjntGGbpp upwgJWl 
hwJmwpwpntpJmGpg h Q.bqwppmGJwg pbup wnw2Gnpq UGwGpw Upp. UpwpW2JWGp 
qnqupg 1999 p4_wqwGp UhUimbupbppG pbup bqbqbgpGbp l.t m]umw4_wjpbp qwmwp4_btl1p 
m)umwqGwgntpjwG apwqpp£! GbpqwjwgGbtmg hbmn w4_wpm4_hgpG hwuwdnqntjp 
Gpumbp£!: 

4ppwqp opu ltllbmp4_wpp 7-pG/ hwuwdnqntjp uwuGwljpgGbp£! Gbpqw tpG lfwJp 
Sw6wpnu1 uwmmg4_wa Umpp fllwmwpwqpG: lllwtnwpwqp~G tp Q.bpw2Gnph S. ~n4_GwG 
Upp. SbpmbpJWG£!: uw pp pwpnqmu GmJGUJ.bu wGqpwqwpow4_ m]umwqGwgmpJmGGbpp 
uppwqwG w4_wGqntJpp 4_bpwqwGqGuwG wGhpw<th2tnntpJWG£!' npUibu hwJ 
hppmwuwpqntpjwG hwjbgp h hnqhnp qwumpwpwqmpJwG tw4_wqmJG up2ng: 

<!,wuwdnqn4_P bqpwtllwt.W~ hwGqp4_wG£! Iunp Y.ppwUJ.G tp, mp uppwqwG 
L!_}Wmwpwqpg hbtnn m)ump ubqGbgpG uwuGwl.}llgGbp£!: 

7.02.99p. 
lfwutn qp4_wG 
1700-WUJWqp 



1700th Anniversary of Baptism of Armenia by St. Gregory the 
Illuminator 

Booklets on the Armenian Church 

Series Title: 
The Church of the Armenians: Carrying the Cross of Jesus Christ for 1700 Years 

"Then Jesus told his disciples, "If any man would come after me, let him deny himself and take up his cross and 
follow me." 

[Matt. 16:24] 

Series Editors: 
Faculty of St. Nersess Seminary 

Overall Theme of Booklets 
The Armenian Church is part of the universal Church of Jesus Christ. Its main mission is to 
witness to his gospel, and to lead our people in discipleship and praise of God. The Armenian 
Church enriches the universal church with its own Christian history, tradition, practices; in short, 
by its distinctive and unique Christian witness. 

Titles: 
1. Christianity in Armenia and Among the Armenians - Fr. Simeon 

What is the Armenian Church? Where did it come from? What is its raison d'etre and mission? 
What is its mission in America today? 

2. The Armenian Church in the Christian World Today - Fr. Garabed 
Christian Denominations and Families, Relationship with Oriental Orthodox, Eastern 
Orthodox, Roman Catholic Church, Protestant Denominations, Sects, Jehovah's Witnesses, 
Mormons. Armenian Church in the WCC, NCC. Prospects for the future. 

3 . Teachings of the Armenian Church - Terian 
Basic teachings, distinctive features of Armenian Church doctrine. 

4 . The Voice of the Armenian Church Regarding Contemporary Moral Issues -
-llA tftOI ge 
Homosexuality, Abortion, Sexuality, Contraception, Parenting and other 

5. Worship in the Armenian Church- Fr. Daniel 
Origin and development, distinctive features, liturgy. 

6. The Bible in the Armenian Church - Fr. Vahan 
Introduction to the Bible, Translation of the Bible, Use of the Bible in the Armenian Church, 
The Message of the Bible for Armenians Today. 

Physical Description: 
Booklets should be pocket-size, approximately 3.5" x 6" 
Black and White with one-color cover (each booklet will have a different colored cover). 
10-20 pages per booklet . 

Timetable: 
September 1, 2000: Booklets go to print. 
November 1, 2000: Booklets printed and distributed to parishes. 



1700 Anniversary Committee Meeting 
Wednesday, November 10, 1999 4:00pm 

Attendance: Archbishop Khajag Barsamian, Fr. Krikor Maksoudian, Mr. Michael 
Haratunian, Mr. Aram Arkun, Mr. George Kassis, Fr. Vasken Kouzouian, Fr. Untzag 
Nalbandian, Ms. Karen Bedrosian Richardson and Mr. Jon Simonian. 

The meeting convened at 4:25PM with Archbishop Khajag Barsamian offering the 
opening prayer. The minutes of the meeting of September 14, 1999 were approved. 
Michael Haratunian reported that the committee has received $10,000 from the Diocesan 
Council and a checking account has been opened to cover initial expenses. He asked that 
all sub-committees present program outlines, dates and venues so that a calendar of 
events can be prepared for the 17001

h anniversary celebration. 

In expressing his opinion ofwhat the message ofthe 17001
h anniversary should be, Mr. 

Haratunian commented that the Church, as an institution, is a legacy that we have 
received. How well this legacy is maintained in the future will depend on how well the 
Church is able to reach out to the American Armenian community. In order to do this, 
Mr. Haratunian continued, the church needs qualified clergy to lead the flock. Therefore, 
the financial beneficiary of the 17001

h anniversary celebration should be the St. Nersess 
Armenian Seminary. The aim of the fundraising campaign will be the education of clergy 
and lay people to insure the future of the Armenian Church in America. 

1. Exhibits: In the absence of Professor Bardakjian, Michael Haratunian reported 
that Prof. Bardakjian and the delegation from the University ofMichigan were in 
Armenia and they met with the officials there. However, Prof. Bardakjian has not 
as yet presented his report. It was the unanimous decision of the committee that 
the Diocese will have to reconsider whether to co-sponsor the exhibit if a major 
donor is not found to underwrite the entire expense of such an exhibit. 

2. Concert: In the absence ofMr. Arzruni there is no new information to report on 
the concert. 

3. Teaching Role of the Church: Since Fr. Daniel is absent, there is no new 
information to present on this item of the agenda. However, Mr. Haratunian 
reported that Fr. Daniel and Fr. V ahan have finalized a list of subjects that will be 
covered in the brochures. They have asked for editorial assistance. They will use 
the resources of the Diocesan Departments. Fr. Untzag will work with this sub
committee. 



4. Ecumenical Service: The Primate reported that the National Council of Churches 
is in favor of an ecumenical service celebrating the 17001

h anniversary of the 
Armenian Church. They suggested that this celebration be incorporated into an 
event to take place in Washington, DC with the Catholic Church and member 
churches with the attendance of government leaders. A suggestion was made that 
the committee plan a badarak, possibly in Central Park, to celebrate the Feast of 
Etchmiadzin in June of2001. It was agreed that the committee will await the final 
decision of the National Council of Churches before it continues with plans for a 
local ecumenical service. 

5. Youth: Fr. Vasken reported on his ideas for the youth. He said that the theme of 
the 17001

h Anniversary would be incorporated in all youth activities throughout 
the year. As to the actual celebration, he suggested either a week-end program 
which could include a dance, a picnic, etc. or a one day major event to take place 
in a well known site in New York, such as Central Park, with a nationally 
recognizable figure as MC. It was agreed to ask Fr. Mardiros Chevian for his 
advice and help in approaching young Armenian professionals to organize a 
major event in Central Park that would include the youth event as part of its 
program. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 

Academic: Fr. Krikor reported that he had no new developments to add to his 
proposal that was presented at the last meeting. Mr. Haratunian asked the 
academic sub-committee to provide a specific outline of subjects, speakers, dates 
and budget for consideration at the next committee meeting. The symposium, 
organized by the Zohrab Center, must be announced as soon as possible. 

Public Relations: Jon Simonian reported that the creation of an interactive web 
page would cost between $10,000-$25,000. He felt this endeavor should be left to 
the Diocesan Council to undertake. However, the design and contents of a web 
site that would be linked to the existing address of armenianchurch.org would cost 
$1500.00. The committee approved the expenditure of$1500.00. Mr. Simonian 
suggested the name of Barbara Mouk to work as a freelance PR person for the 
17001

h Anniversary. The committee agreed that Mr. Simonian approach Ms. 
Mouk with an offer of$1000.00 per month plus expenses. George Kassis reported 
that Armen Garabedian is working on the design of a logo for the 17001

h 

Anniversary, which will be ready for the committee's consideration at its next 
meeting. 

Fund Raising & Budgets: Michael Haratunian r~orted that a separate fund 
raising committee will be established for the 17001 Anniversary, as was done for 
the centennial celebration of the Diocese. 

New Business: Jon Simonian suggested that more activities be planned at the 
grass roots level (picnics, dinners, entertainment). Michael Haratunian said a 
directive from the Primate and a guideline on the 17001

h anniversary celebration 
will be prepared and sent to the parishes. A Parish Activities sub-committee, 



under the direction of Fr. Untzag, will be established and it will be an item on all 
future agendas. 

10. Next Meeting: The next meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, December 8, 1999 
at 4:00 PM at the Diocese. 

The meeting adjourned at 5:45 PM with the Primate offering the closing prayer. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Berjouhi Saladin 



1700th Anniversary Committee -Youth Program Update 
December 8, 1999 

Focus: Celebration and education. 
Target Audience: Children, young adults, and young families of the Armenian Church in 
America. 
Theme: The anniversary theme will be promoted throughout the DYM's 2001 programming. 
All existing programs sponsored by the DYM e.g. camps, retreats, forums, parish and college 
visitations, youth pilgrimages, etc., will focus on celebrating and educating the meaning of 1700 
years of Christianity in Armenia, both as a milestone and as a stepping stone. 

The DYM is currently developing youth programs created specifically for the 1700th anniversary. 
There is a preference to focus these programs in the vicinity of the Diocesan complex as the 
center of the Armenian Church in America. Additionally, the presence of a relic from Holy 
Etchmiadzin, such as the relic of St. Gregory the Illuminator, would make the commemoration(s) 
more tangible to the youth of the Church. 

At this point, several ideas are being discussed, with the understanding that only the most 
realistic and manageable will be pursued. The ideas are as follows: 

1. A weekend event held in a location attractive to young adults and families, in which 
many aspects of the milestone anniversary could be brought out to attendants. Possible 
locations include the Walt Disney World Resort in Florida, Central Park in New York, or 
a resort appropriate to the season. Such an event could incorporate several activities: an 
Armenian Picnic_, a concert for children by a well known Armenian artist (Raffi?), an
Armenian dance, forums or teaching programs by the staff of St. Nersess Seminary, 
administration of a survey/questionnaire to better understand our young families and 
youth. This weekend event would need to have the constant presence of a large number 
of clergy. The presence of the Catholicos would be beneficial to drawing attendants. 
Consideration should be given to busing attendants to and from parishes, providing hotel 
accommodations/reserving large blocks of hotel space offering discounted rates, funding 
(at least partial) bussing to/from parishes, etc. Consideration for a location within New 
York may also include a large room within a Manhattan hotel (most likely the same 
hotel). 

2. A one-day event, held in Central Park, with a modified version of the program planned 
for the above weekend event. This modified one-day event would be more easily 
manageable, as well as allow for the participation of many more people who could afford 
to give one day's time opposed to an entire weekend. A national celebrity figure, a 
strong draw for attendants, may also be easier to schedule for a one-day event. 
Consideration should be given to busing attendants to and from parishes. 

3. "Armenian Family Celebration Cruise." A 4-5 day cruise for young families and 
young adults with His Holiness K.arekin II, the Primate (or perhaps the three Primates of 
North America), and the clergy of the diocese. It would be viewed as a milestone event 
that the Catholicos of All Armenians would offer four days of his time to spend with the 

Department of Youth Ministry• 145 Brattle Street, Cambridge, MA 021 38• Phone (61 7) 876-2700• Fax (61 7) 876-2266 
E-mail dym2000@gateway.net • Web address: http://www.armenianchurch.org!youth 



young families of the Armenian Church in America on the occasion of the 1700th 
anniversary. Audiences with the Catholicos could be scheduled throughout the cruise. 
The opportunity for small groups of 3-4 families/young adults to spend scheduled short 
periods of time with His Holiness would be important to them for several reasons: they 
would feel that he wants to hear their voices, that he deems their concerns and issues as 
important, and that he is willing to begin addressing their needs as the Church enters into 
the next 1 700 years. It is important to young families to meet and learn about the 
Catholicos and vice-versa. 

Since St. Nersess Seminary is the focal point for all funds raised, it would be important 
for the presence of the Seminary's staff and students to be part of the scheduled 
programming. Possibilities include offering short evening dialogues and lectures on 
issues related to the faith; however, it must be kept in mind that all programs would need 
to be geared to the layman. 

Several considerations should be given in planning this event. It would be beneficial to 
the overall success of the event if the diocese subsidized a portion of the costs per family 
attending, e.g. diocese pays for one night or subsidizes a small portion of each ticket 
purchased. This subsidy signals support by the diocese for the youth and the anniversary 
program. 

To date, the following information has been gathered: The cruise ships we would be 
interested in range in size, with the average size accommodating 1200 people. The 4-5 
day cruises out of New York generally travel to the Caribbean and cost approximately 
$399-$499 per person. Most cruise lines allow children under 18 years of age to travel 
free. A further reduced rate for clergy and their families would help ensure their 
participation. A baby-sitting service must be included and advertised. Junior ACYOA 
members could be offered free travel in exchange for their services of baby-sitting. 

The Catholicos' presence for a 4-5 day cruise would greatly enhance the appeal of this 
event. The Catholicos could be housed in a suite with all the conveniences of an office 
i.e. telephone, fax, email, receiving room etc. to continue with his daily work. At certain 
intervals throughout the day it would be arranged that he receive small groups of cruise 
participants for brief dialogues. A translator may be needed. Each participant of the 
cruise would be told in advance of his/her scheduled audience time. Evening group 
programs featuring the Catholicos could be considered, as well as dinners and/or 
banquets. The cruise could culminate with the celebration of the Divine Liturgy aboard 
ship. The possibilities are many- the experience unforgettable. 

Additionally, consideration would have to be given to the fact that all cruise ships feature 
several bars as well as casinos. This could be seen as inappropriate. Granted that if the 
diocese were to fill the entire cruise, then it would simply be a matter of dictating to the 
cruise company our preference. 

Department of Youth Ministry• 145 Brattle Street, Cambridge, MA 02138•Phone (617) 876-2700•Fax (617) 876-2266 
E-mail dym2000@gateway.net • Web address: http://www.armenianchurch.org/youth 



1700th Anniversary Committee 

Archbishop Khajag Barsamian 
630 Second Avenue 
New York, NY 10016 
212-686-0710 B 
212-447-6674 F 

Michael Haratunian 
Chairman 
1 Salem Way 
Glen Head, NY 11545 
212-614-3335 B 
516-676-7434 R 
212-529-2722 F 

Richard Dabagian 
41 0 Anstatt Way 
Haworth, NJ 07641-1149 
973-777-5900 B 
201-387-9343 R 
973-345-3757 F 

Very Rev. Fr. Daniel Findikyan 
St. Nersess Armenian Seminary 
150 Stratton Road 
New Rochelle, NY 10804 
914-636-2003 B 
914-793-3325 R 
914-636-3564 F 

Very Rev. Fr. V ahan Hovhanessian 
St. Leon Armenian Church 
12-65 Saddle River Road 
Fair Lawn, NJ 07410 
201-791-2862 B 
201-791-1583 R 
201-791-1329 F 

George Kassis 
630 Second Avenue 
New York, NY 10016 
212-686-0710 B 
203-656-0849 R 
212-447-4343 F 

Very Rev. Fr. Krikor Maksoudian 
630 Second A venue 
New York, NY 10016 
212-686-0710 B 
781-643-1099 R 
212-779-3558 F 

Very Rev. Fr. Haigazoun Melkonian 
Holy Martyrs Armenian Church 
209-15 Horace Harding Expwy. 
Bayside, NY 11364 
718-225-0235 B 
718-229-4019 R 
718-225-8470 F 

Karen Bedrosian Richardson 
330 East 46th Street 
Apt. 8-0 
New York, NY 10017 
212-949-1995 R 
212-573-8362 F 

Jon Simonian 
1775 York Avenue 
Apt. 16G 
New York, NY 10128 
212-987-7588 R 
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September 22, 1998 

Mr. James D. A1jian 
Chairman 
The Lincy Foundation 
4835 Koval Lane 
Las Vegas, NV 891 09 

Dear Mr. Aljian: 

We are submitting the enclosed proposal "Celebrating the 1700111 Anniversary of 
Armenian Christianity" for your consideration for funding. The proposal spells 
out our plans for celebrating this unique Anniversary. I am sure you share our 
sense of urgency of this matter and its importance. 

In addition to the proposal, we are also enclosing the following: 

1. 1997 Annual Report 
2. 1997 Financial Report 
3. The book "The Torch was Passed", which is the history of our Diocese 
4. The Centennial Booklet 

We hope that you will review the proposal and the materials sent favorably. We 
would also be happy to meet with you to discuss the proposal and other issues in 
greater detail. 

We wish you, the Lincy Foundation, and its great founder the best of success in 
all you endeavors. We look forward to your favorable response. 

With prayers, 

t\'o.~-~-~~~ 
Archbishop Khajag Barsamian 
Primate 
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I. EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

In the year 301 A.D. St. Gregory the Illuminator baptized King Dertad II of 
Armenia. Thereupon, the king declared Christianity to be the official religion of 
Armenia. This unprecedented act made Armenia the first nation to accept Christianity as 
an entire nation. The year 2001 AD will mark the 1700th anniversary of this momentous 
event in the history of the Armenians. This anniversary will be celebrated in Armenia and 
by the Armenian Church worldwide. 

The Diocese of the Armenian Church of America ("Diocese") will commemorate 
this 1700th anniversary of Christianity in North America. This anniversary provides us the 
unique opportunity to inform the public of the Christian faith and tradition of Armenia 
and gamer support for both the socio-economic development and the rejuvenation of faith 
in post-Soviet Armenia. The world will also have the opportunity to understand and 
appreciate the Armenian faith, culture, and history better. In order to accomplish this 
important task, the Diocese needs additional staff and financial resources for the 
extensive planning, preparatory work and implementation of the project. 

The Diocese is uniquely positioned and qualified to carry out this mission 
successfully. It is the largest Diocese outside Armenia; it has the leadership, the 
experience and the recognition necessary to observe such a major celebration. The 
requested grant is essential for planning and implementing an appropriate 
commemoration. Without the grant, the Diocese will plan a much more modest 
celebration of this once-in-a-lifetime opportunity. 

II. INTRODUCTION 

In 2001 Armenians all over the world will celebrate the 1700th anniversary of the 
establishment of Christianity in Armenia as the state religion. This event made Armenia 
the first nation to accept Christianity, predating the Edict of Milan issued by the Roman 
Emperor Constantine tolerating Christianity in the Roman Empire by 12 years. 

His Holiness Karekin I, Supreme Patriarch and Catholicos of All Armenians has 
established a Central Committee to observe the event in Armenia as well as guide the 
celebration in other parts of the world. Also, there is a joint state-church committee to 
celebrate the event in Armenia. 

It is imperative for us to celebrate this unique milestone in North America as well. 
This historic event is one of our greatest distinctions as a people. This anniversary 
provides us with a rare opportunity to introduce our faith, culture and history to the 
public. The celebration will allow us to perpetuate the legacy of the Armenian Church as 
the most venerable and ancient Christian and Armenian institution. The Armenian 
Church has guided the Armenian people through centuries of turmoil and persecution. 
Today, Armenians in the Diaspora still look at the Church for both spiritual nourishment 
and as the center of their heritage and ethnic identity. In post-Soviet Armenia, the people 
are looking at the Church as the symbol of their continuity and stability in times of 



uncertainty. The Armenian Church is the single most important bridge uniting the 
Armenians scattered all over the world with each other and with the Annenians living in 
the motherland. 

III. THE PROJECT 

The Diocese has formed an Anniversary Central Committee consisting of 
distinguished citizens and scholars to oversee the organization of this observance. The 
Diocese is also coordinating its efforts with the Western and Canadian Dioceses of the 
Armenian Church to maximize our efforts. 

This event will be marked through many events across the continent. Some of the 
major planned events include: 

a) Ecumenical activities: Through the National Council of the Churches of Christ all the 
member denomination will be asked to mark the event in their churches. The Diocese is 
an active member of the NCCC and the Primate; Archbishop Khajag Barsamian is the 
Vice-President of the NCCC Board of Governors. The Diocese will provide these 
churches with the necessary materials and resources to properly observe the occasion. 

b) Community events: All Armenian Churches will intensify their efforts to educate the 
members in their faith. 

c) Conferences and Symposia: These will be held at leading universities in several 
regions of the country. Prominent scholars will be invited to present lectures and papers. 

d) Exhibits: We plan to introduce the rich Armenian cultural heritage in several art 
institutions. A collection ofManuscripts and religious artifacts from the collections of 
Holy Echmiadzin, the Armenian Patriarchate of Jerusalem, the Diocese, and other 
institutions will be exhibited. 

e) Publications: This includes books and pamphlets prior to the year 2001 in order to 
educate and prepare the public. Secondly, we intend to publish all the academic 
proceedings of the conferences and symposia for distribution to libraries worldwide. 

f) Pilgrimages: On this special occasion we will organize pilgrimages to Armenia so that 
people can visit the Holy Cathedral of Etchmiadzin as well as other sites in Armenia and 
thereby spiritually connect with their past. 

All of the above activities are in the concept or planning stages only. In order to 
start concretely implementing these events; the Diocese has to establish the necessary 
administrative offices and staff to properly develop these programs. The new staff will be 
hired to start in January 1999. The p Ianning and preparations will be made in 1999 and 
2000. There will be some commemorative events in the year 2000 both to mark the 
Christian millennium and to prepare for the major events, which will be celebrated 
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throughout the year 2001. The project will wind down in the first quarter of the year 
2002. 

IV. APPLICANT PROFILE 

The Diocese of the Armenian Church of America is a religious corporation incorporated 
under the laws ofNew York State and has 501(c) (3) charitable status under Internal 
Revenue Code. The Diocese was established in 1898. It is the largest Diocese outside 
Armenia with 62 parishes. The Diocesan offices are in New York City adjacent to St. 
Vartan Armenian Cathedral, which was consecrated in 1968 by His Holiness Vazken I, 
Catholicos of All Armenians of blessed memory. 

The Primate, His Eminence Archbishop Khajag Barsamian, leads the Diocese. 
There is a Diocesan Council that meets monthly and Diocesan Delegates from all 
parishes meet once a year in a Diocesan Assembly. 

Principal officers: 
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a) Archbishop Khajag Barsamian- Archbishop Barsamian has been the Primate of the 
Diocese since 1990. He has graduate degrees from the General Theological Seminary 
in New York and the Pontifical Institute for Oriental Studies in Rome. He has also 
done post-graduate research and studies at Oxford University and St. John's 
University in Minnesota. He is the author of several books and many articles. He is a 
member of the Supreme Spiritual Council (the Executive Board ofthe Armenian 
Church), he sits on the Boards of Directors of: the National Council of Churches; the 
American Bible Society; the Appeal of Conscience Foundation; Religion in American 
Life. He is the President of the St. Nerses Armenian Seminary, the Fund for 
Armenian Relief, and the Armenian Church Endowment Fund. 

b) SimonY. Balian, Esq.- Mr. Balian is the Executive Director responsible for the 
administrative operation of the Diocese. He holds graduate degrees in Religious 
Studies from the General Theological Seminary in New York and McGill University 
in Montreal. He received his law degree with honors from St. John's University in 
New York and is a member of the New York and Federal Bars. 

c) Attached is the full list ofthe Diocesan Council, which is elected by the Diocesan 
Assembly and functions as a Board of Directors. 

V.BUDGET 

We are requesting a total of $677,310.00 for the project. Attached is the detailed 
budget and line-by-line explanation of the items. The grant can be awarded in semi
annual installments or on a quarterly reimbursement of actual expenses basis. Some line 



items are averaged over the period of the proposed project, others are are reasonably 
estimated considering that many of the projects are in the preliminary planning stages. 

VI. REPORTING 

The Diocese will submit a Quarterly Progress and Financial Reports to the 
Foundation unless the latter has other reporting requirements. 

VII. CONCLUSION 

The 1700th Anniversary of the establishment of Christianity in Armenia is a 
unique moment for providing the world with an opportunity to be enriched by the 
heritage of the Armenian Church. We have a rich tradition in religious literature, music, 
art, architecture, and so on that most of the world is unaware of. The Armenian Church 
also is a church that has suffered over the centuries. Becoming familiar with this most 
ancient Christian tradition can enrich the entire world. Moreover, this will be a time for 
the members of the Armenian Church to learn and appreciate the teachings and values of 
their Church and renew their commitment to their Christian faith. 
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PROPOSED BUDGET 
CELEBRATING THE 

1700TH ANNIVERSARY OF ARMENIAN CHRISTIANITY 

_Line . Ca!~lt~!Y 1(?_~sc_;~e!ior:' _ __ __ J_U_ni!sjm :_Unjt Cost ;Total 
___ 1 :Personnel National Coordinator 1 391 4,000.00 

1 

156,000_:2Q_ 
,___2z~rsonnel Secretary ---L 39. 2,500.00 . __ 97,500_:QQ_ 

3!Personnel Benefits ' 39! 1,625.00 I __ 63,375.00 
4IOffice Telecommunications 391 250.00 ' 9,750.00 

r---- 510ffice !supplies _t 391 75.00 i --=~2,92~.00 
61 Office --- I Postage and Courier 391 75.00 I 2,925.00 

r-----r-office-- -1-Equipment .... ..,..._ -------+--~----+-- ---- ---5~c)oo~oo-
a·office-- - -~Traver----------+- -- ----+- - -----+----- ---25:0ciifoo 

'--- -- --··------- ·---+--~---------+----·---- ·---1-------------l----·-- -----------------=-=---
9' Office i Miscellaneous 39: 50.00 ' 1,950.00 ---1o"TPrograms --iExhi"bit_s __________ T ---;- 1 75,ooo:oo 

_____ :J..:_ __ .. ____ I -~-__)_ ....... ---+---------+-
111 Programs Conferences . • 50,000.00 

------~- ----------------1---------··· ·-r----------t--------------=-=-
12: Programs Publications 1 

: 1 50,000.00 
~-~~~-_,~----------~-----~----------~~~~ 

13 I Programs , Other 25,000.00 
~-~-~~~~~~~~----~---------~----=~~~~~ 

14 i General 1 Sub-Total 564,425.00 
r-----~- -~--~- .. --

15 i General i Indirect Costs 20% 112,885.00 
1------ ~-- ---------+::::-:---:----------;---------+--------+-------- -----------

16 General Total 1 677,310.00 
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VIII. BUDGET EXPLANATION 

1. National Coordinator: This person will be responsible for staffing the Committee, 
coordinating all the activities, developing and maintaining the necessary contacts 
for the various programs to be developed. The Coordinator will work under the 
supervision of the Executive Director and the Primate. 

2. Secretary: A full-time person to provide the necessary office support for the 
Coordinator. 

3. Benefits: This line item includes payroll taxes and fringe benefits for both the 
coordinator and the Secretary. 

4. Telecommunications: Telephone, fax, and other electronic means of 
communication. 

5. Supplies: In addition to regular office supplies, special stationary and other 
supplies will become necessary. 

6. Postage and Courier Services: This includes postal expenses for mass mailings, 
regular mailings, and service providers like Federal Express. 

7. Equipment: Two PC-based computers and one high capacity laser printer. Other 
equipment, e.g., copier and fax machine, are already available. 

8. Travel: Both national and international travel by staff for program development 
and organizational purposes. Travel expenses of particular programs, for example 
conference participants, are included in the program expense. 

9-13 Programs: See the program descriptions in the proposal. 

15. Indirect Cost: These are expenses relating to providing various administrative, 
financial, and other support services for the Project. These include accounting, 
utilities, supervisory administration and so on. The 20% indirect cost rate is on the 
low-end of the scale. Normally, the ICR is around 30% for such projects. 

END 



CENTRAL COMMIITEE 
His Holiness Karek1n I 

Catholicos of AU Armen11ns 

His Holiness Aram I 

Cathohcos of the Great House of Cdicia 

His Beatitude Torkom 
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H1s Grace Archb•shop Karek•n Nersis1an 
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HIS Grace Archbishop Mesrob Knkonan 

His Greu Bishop Asoghik Anstake111n 

His Grace Archbishop Hovnan Oerdenan 
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Mr. Hagop Papaz1an 
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His Grace Archbishop Ardag Manookian 

His Grace Archbishop Goriun Bebian 
His Grace Archbishop Zarah Aznavonan 

His Grace Bishop Oshagan Choloyan 

Very Rtv. Moushegh Marduoss1an 

Very Rtv. Varoujan Hergelian 

Khachig Babigian, Esq 

Mr. VosgeperanArzoumaman 

PATRIARCHATE OF JERUSALEM 
H1s Grace ArchbiShop Davit Sahakian 

His Grace Bishop Sevan Garibian 

PATRIARCHATE OF ISTANBUL 
His GraceArc•bishopMesrob Moulafyan 

Mr. 8arouuMourad1an 

EXECUTIVE COMMIITEE 
Archbishop Or. Mesrob K. Krikonan 

Bishop Oshagan Choloyan 

Chairmen 

Archbishop Hovnan Oerdenan 

Very R!v. Moushegh Mardiross1an 

Secretanes 

Archbishop Karekin Nerses1an 

Archb1shopMesrobMoutalyan 

B1shop Sevan Ghanb1an 

BishopAsogh1kAristakes1an 

Prof. Grigor KhandJitn 

Prof. Vlad1mir Barkhoudanan 

Khatchig Bab1kian. Esq. 

Archbishop Mesrob'Ashjian 

Executive Se&rettry 
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17TH CENTENARY OF THE PROCLAMATION 
OF CHRISTIANITY IN ARMENIA 

Press Release: 

1700th Anniversary Pilgrimmages 1999 

In the 19th century, a venerable clergyman by the 
name of Bishop Karekin Srvantsdiants was a unique pilgrim 
who traveled to all of the monasteries of Armenia and left us 
a treasure trove of writings. "Pilgrimage... in such a great 
and mighty way, you tie us to our roots," were the words he 
used to capture the idea of the pilgrimage and the pilgrim. 

Keeping the ideas of Bishop Srvantsdiants in mind, 
the 1700 Anniversary Pilgrimage Committee has organized a 
series of pilgrimages for 1999 to keep us tied to our roots 
and to fan the flames of our faith. 

The schedule of pilgrimages in 1999 is: 

• Jerusalem and Armenia Apr{l 6-27 
• Armenia April 13-27 
• Istanbul, Van, Moush, Erzinga, Cesarea 

September 10-27 
• Istanbul, Cesarea, Erzinga, Armenia 

September 10-24 

The pilgrimage to Jerusalem coincides with Easter 
(old calendar) on April 11. The pilgrims will have the 
opportunity to participate in the washing of the feet 
ceremony at St. James Cathedral on Maundy Thursday and 
all the other ceremonies taking place on Holy Week such as, 
Easter Sunday mass and requiem. Pilgrims will also have 
the chance to visit holy sites such as the Holy Sepulchre 
Cathedral and Bethlehem. A week later the pilgrims will 
depart for Armenia for a one-week or two-week stay. Many 
memorable activities are planned for those weeks in various 
parts of Armenia. A conference will take place at Noravank 
on April 14-17. On April 17, "Moush Day" will be observed in 

Holy Etchmiadzin, Vagharshapat, Armenia· Tel (374·2) 28-74-83/15-1700/59-4·1700 • E-mail: mairator@arminco.com 
P.O. Box 3141. Grand Central Station. New York. NY 10163 USA • Tel/Fax (212) 286-0360 ·E-mail: arm1700@armchurch1700.org 



525 South State Street 
Ann Arbor MI 481 09-1354 

His Eminence Archbishop Nerses Pozapalian 

Locum tenens 

Catholicosate of All Armenians 

Mother See of Etchmiadzin 

Etchmiadzin, Armenia 

Your Eminence Archbishop Nerses Pozapalian: 

734 764-0395 
734 764-3731 Fax 

15 September, 1999 

The University of Michigan Museum of Art, along with the Eastern Diocese of 

the Armenian Church of America, is planning an exhibition that will celebrate the 1700 

year anniversary of Armenian Christianity. This exhibition planned to begin in the fall of 

2001 will explore the evolution of the Armenian national character through the Armenian 

church and its imagery, and will be curated by Dr. Alice Taylor. The exhibition will be 

broad in scope, supplemented with loans from the United States and other countries, and 

will include liturgical objects in addition to manuscripts. We anticipate that the 

exhibition's tour would consist of several venues between eight and ten weeks in length. 

The exhibition would be shown in New York and Ann Arbor plus two additional venues; 

the total loan period would be approximately nine months, depending upon the final 

number of venues. We realize that a chief concern would be for the safe display of your 

manuscripts, vestments and other objects. We would fabricate mounts for each object, 

including manuscripts, and would restrict light levels for both manuscripts and textiles to 

a range of five to eight footcandles (50-80 lux). 

We understand that with the approaching anniversary you will receive a number 

ofrequests from museums and libraries around the world to borrow works from your 

holdings. We are writing to request the loan of up to thirty objects from your collections 



for inclusion in our exhibition. We are hoping to send a delegation to Armenia during the 

month of October to look at objects in Armenian collections. As we refine the themes of 
the exhibition, we will be able to submit a specific list of works that we would like to 

include in our exhibition. 

The University of Michigan Museum of Art is an institution accredited by the 

American Association of Museums and has full climate control and a professional 

security staff and electronic devices to safeguard all objects in our care. Your loans 

would be installed in an appropriate manner by our trained professional staff. If you 

would like a report detailing our facility's security, fire protection, etc. we would be 

happy to send that to you under separate cover. Any other venues would have similar 

high standards in matters of professional handling of artwork, security and climate 

control; we would be happy to forward to you the facilities reports of the other venues, if 

you wish to see them. 

We hope that you will give your favorable consideration to our request. If you 

have any questions about our request, please let us know. We will be in touch with you 
again in the near future with a more specific request list. 

r~---
James Steward, Director 

University of Michigan Museum of Art 

Ann Arbor, MI 48109 

Sincerely, 

"' 
~~-\<..£~~ 
Archbishop Khajak Barsamian 

Primate 

Eastern Diocese of the Armenian Church of 

America 

New York, NY 
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Press Release: 

1700th Anniversary Pilgrimmages 1999 

In the 19th century, a venerable clergyman by the 
name of Bishop Karekin Srvantsdiants was a unique pilgrim 
who traveled to all of the monasteries of Armenia and left us 
a treasure trove of writings. "Pilgrimage ... in such a great 
and mighty way, you tie us to our roots," were the words he 
used to capture the idea of the pilgrimage and the pilgrim. 

Keeping the ideas of Bishop Srvantsdiants in mind, 
the 1700 Anniversary Pilgrimage Committee has organized a 
series of pilgrimages for 1999 to keep us tied to our roots 
and to fan the flames of our faith. 

The schedule of pilgrimages in 1999 is: 

• Jerusalem and Armenia April 6-27 
• Armenia April 13-27 
• Istanbul, Van, Moush, Erzinga, Cesarea 

September 10-27 
• Istanbul, Cesarea, Erzinga, Armenia 

September 10-24 

The pilgrimage to Jerusalem coincides with Easter 
(old calendar) on April 11. The pilgrims will have the 
opportunity to participate in the washing of the feet 
ceremony at St. James Cathedral on Maundy Thursday and 
all the other ceremonies taking place on Holy Week such as, 
Easter Sunday mass and requiem. Pilgrims will also have 
the chance to visit holy sites such as the Holy Sepulchre 
Cathedral and Bethlehem. A week later the pilgrims will 
depart for Armenia for a one-week or two-week stay. Many 
memorable activities are planned for those weeks in various 
parts of Armenia. A conference will take place at Noravank 
on April14-17. On April17, "Moush Day" will be observed in 
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Yerevan and the pilgrims will be invited to witness an unforgettable program that 
will host a traditional pilgrimage to Msho Sultan Sourp Garabed. On Sunday, 
April 18th, His Holiness Karekin I, Catholicos of All Armenians, will reconsecrate 
the Holy Mother of God Cathedral at Amaghou Noravank, which has just finished 
being restored through the generous donation of Mr. and Mrs. Dikran and Diana 
Hadjetian of Montreal. 

In the days following, the pilgrims will visit Holy Etchmiadzin, Khor Virab 
and other holy sites. On April 24, the pilgrims will have the great opportunity to 
visit Dzidzernagapert and lay flowers around the eternal flame of the monument, 
along with hundreds of thousands of Armenians. On that day, those pilgrims 
who saw the light of Jerusalem will be able to witness the eternal light of 
Armenian faith and hope on the hilltops of Yerevan. 

On April 25, Red Sunday, His Holiness Karekin I will again be presiding 
over a few special events that will be taking place in the village of Garpi, near 
the town of Ashdarag. On that morning, the Holy Mother of God Church of Garpi 
will be reconsecrated and the dedication of the parish house and the public park 
will take place. In the public park, a bust of one of Garpi's famous sons, Mesrob 
Taghiatian and the memorial and stele for Argentine-Armenians, Boghos 
Arzoumanian and his sister, Siranoush Arzoumanian-Medzadourian will be 
unveiled. Both together symbolize the poor orphans that struggled to reach the 
future always holding on to their faith. It was through the efforts of Mrs. 
Siranoush Arzoumanian-Medzadourian and her husband, Armenag Medzadourian, 
who are well known for their philanthropy, that constructions took place in 
Garpi. 

A great number of pilgrims, especially from Argentina, the United States, 
Canada, France are expected to participate in the reconsecration ceremonies at 
both Noravank and Garpi. 
The 1700th Anniversary Office will periodically keep our faithful informed about 
all the pilgrimages and other events that will be taking place. 

The chairman of the Pilgrimage Central Committee, Archbishop Hovnan 
Derderian will be visiting Jerusalem on January 17 and will be travelling to 
London, Paris, Lyon, Marseille and Germany to organize the pilgrimages and to 
meet with church and lay leaders. He will also be participating in the 1700th 
Anniversary Pilgrimage Committee meeting and the diocesan committee 
meetings to be held in Holy Etchmiadzin. 

We are certain that, as we near the 1700th Anniversary, hundreds of 
Armenians will be finding their roots, their motherland and the faith of their 
ancestors on the roads of their pilgrimages. 



All those who are interested in the pilgrimages can contact their parish 
priest, their Diocese or Prelacy or Archbishop Hovnan Derderian directly at: 

615 Stuart Ave. 
Outremont, Quebec 
Canada H2V 3H2 
Tel: (514) 276-9479 
Fax: (514) 276-9960 
E-mail: adiocese@aol.com 

Also, visit the Official 1700th Anniversary Website at: 
www.etchmiadzin.am/1700 

Bon voyage, pilgrims! 
Have a safe trip Armenian pilgrim. 
How very lucky of you, Armenian pilgrim! 

1700th Anniversary Office 
Mother See of Holy Etchmiadzin 
January 5, 1999 



The 1700 Anniversary Sacred Music Concert 

As part of the celebrations marking the 1700th anniversary of the establishment of 
Christianity as state religion in Armenia, it is planned to organize a concert of Armenian 
sacred music in the fall of 2001 to tour various cities in North America. 

Program 

The concert is to be exclusively made up of Armenian sacred compositions, 
broadly understood, featuring choral and instrumental music. The program will include 
familiar works-such as portions of the Divine Liturgy and other well-known liturgical 
chants-as well as eclectic ones, so to capture and challenge the listener's imagination. 

A variety of valuable music of this genre has been created since the turn of the 
twentieth century, both in the Diaspora and in the homeland, which should be 
presented to the public for its historic and artistic value. There is a wealth of material 
which remains practically unknown: settings by Komitas; portions of the liturgy by 
Tchouhadjian; a setting of the Badarak by Amy Apcar of India, which Komitas 
considered to be the most unadulterated of all liturgical settings; and numerous 
compositions by Hovhaness, on texts in Armenian, English and Latin. Even the Italian 
composer Pietro Bianchini has composed a setting of the Armenian Mass. 

Among the representatives of the younger generation, Petros Shoujounian, Eve 
Beglarian, Jeff Manookian and Michelle Ekizian have contributed to this category. In 
the field of instrumental music, Richard Yardumian and Alicia Terzian have been 
inspired by biblical themes. Additionally, since the independence of the country in 
1991, there has been a flurry of activities in the field of sacred music in Armenia itself. 

Artists · 

Since a large portion of the program will be vocal, the performers' grasp of the 
Armenian language is an imperative. It seems that the most practical solution is to bring 
from Armenia a medium sized, established chorus of about 25 singers, with their 
conductor and a tour manager, and present them in various cities of North America. 
Should there be any need for soloists, such artists may be culled from the American
Armenian community, who can travel with the chorus in the cities where the events will 
be presented. 

Venues 

In New York, the concert should take place in St. Vartan Cathedral. In different 
cities, Armenian churches should be utilized, conditions permitting. Alternatively, 
suitable sanctuaries of various denominations may also be used. When possible, concert 
halls should be avoided so to retain the ambiance of the occasion and to reduce the 
expenses. 

Cost 

It is estimated that if only a single concert is presented in New York City, the cost 
would be around $50,000 to $60,000. This includes travel expenses, hotel expenses, per 



diem, honoraria, printing, mailing, advertising and other ancillary expenditures. 
However, the cost of each subsequent event would be substantially reduced if a number 
of concerts are organized in various parts of the continent or even within the Diocesan 
jurisdiction. In this case, in addition to guaranteeing a specified sum to the Diocese, 
each parish should be responsible for surface transportation (but not per diem and 
accomodations for the chorus members) and other concert related expenses. If a chorus 
is brought from Armenia, it is possible to organize up to four concerts a week. 

Procedure 

It is first necessary to audition a number of choral groups already active in 
Armenia in order to choose an ensemble suitable for our purposes. Then to design a 
program, in consultation with the director of the choir, that would reflect our musical 
ends. Finally, the project should be presented to various parishes for their reaction so to 
schedule a well executed tour. The date for such a tour would be October-November 
2001. 

$ahan Arzruni 


