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Ut;mstitiptir)wfi WJU hwOq/lumpJnLOlil:ir/lli wli­
t1/1£wml:iu qhw2nrq/7 1700-wtiJWlt/1 wnppnt[ 
\nnufl(jwpn£/111 /;ql:iql:igm ml:is \m[hwlilil:iu f1ln-

qnu br/.trnrq f11Wf11/1. wmw wl[liLfl me. '-lnu­
swliqOmmnLU/1 hmCiwg Spt;qt;rwlfwli mws­
rpwrf Pwrr].nrz/1ubnu UnwJ!flfi/1 WJgl:iLnLfJJnLCilili­
ro \WjWUSWfi: 

Pn£nr WJU hwlir]./1UnLf1JnLlililiro mwscwzi Ltwq­
uw/.tbml:iLnL limwswlfnl/. UwJr wpnn Up. !:2-
u/lwlllimu v.U.O.S.S. Q.wrliq/lli P Uubliwjli hw­
)ng qwpnrzfl(jnufl liwfuwM;n£impJwt1p usl:irzlT­
l[wlT l:ili 12 wcfuwswlifwJflli hwlillliwfuuplir. n­
rn£if qnrlTmti t:;(i 1700-wtfJW/.j/1 qrwul:iCiJW/.i/1 
l.[wr/lJ.-fwrsmrzwr \nl[liwCi w,.f. Stirstir]wli/1 wCi­
ti/lflwliwCi rzliliwl/.wrmp;wup: 

UcCiwliWJ/lCi snliw(JwswrnLfJJnLCililir/1 liL 
qrwlig l.jwqtiwlfl:irmtiwCi hwrgtir/1 l.[l:irwpl:ir}WL 
wawtf.bL tiwlirwtiwuCi sbrzlilfnLPJnLOCilir hwrznr­
qt;g \mJCiwli Urpwqw£in: 



tTJnumborhbhfJ:!.' 
uhll}shliJ!hrp 22-pb, 
UJ!. Qrpqnr tnmwqnrp2 
hqhqhgnt oonnitf 
Uhll}ShUJ!hrp 23-llb 

1wjng ubo fjWrojl 1700-WUJWI.jp 
hnpbuwG[l qlluwtJ.nr snGwljwsw­
rnLf"JntGGbr[l uljjlqp[! ljwqflwrwrtJ.jl 
ubiT)sbupbr[l 20-[JG' brbLwGjl '-lwq­
qbG UwrquJwGjl wGtJ.wG uwrqw­
flWcsmu ljwjwGwt.rf dnf1ntJ.rf1w­
ljwG ubo hwG11buntt. nrjlG ljuwu­
Gwljg[l 17 hwqwr hwjwuswGgjl 

uwGmljGbr[lg PWflljwgwo ujlw-
9JWL brq~wtumllp[!: 

1w2nr11 oro· ubiT)sbupbrjl 21-jlG, 
ljwq11wrwrtJ.jl GwbL IT)WcsnGwljwG 
snGwljwswrnLf"JnLGGbrjl uljjlqp[!: 
UnwtJ.nsJWU '-lbhwt.flwn hwjrwll]b­
sr qt.tuwtJ.nrnLf"JWUp bL Up_ t2-
urw6Gjl u[lwpwGGbrjl nLflbljgm­
~JwUp UwJr U~nn crwuwGwo bljb­
flbgm IT]bsbr[! ljwnw2GnrllltbG tunr 
'-lprw111· hwJng IT]wcsbt.r urpwtJ.wJ­
ro. nr wnwGoGwGmu t pr GcwGw­
ljmpJwup n~ utJwjG hwjbrjl, WJLbL 
nf12 frjlusnGJw wctuwrhp hwuwr, 
urpwtJ.wJr, nrsbf1pg qrjlqnr Lmuw­
tJ.nrp~Q ~h[lusnup l,nLJUIJ SWrWObg 
m ul[lnbg hwUWJU =lWJWUSWUnLU: 
Un UustJ.w6 pwrorwgtJ.w6 W'lnpfjlg 
hbsn, frjlusnGJw bljbf1bgj1Gbr[l IT]b­
sbr[l bL IT)WSt.l[lrwljmpjmGGbrjl ub-
6whwGifbU ~wl[lnro tunr '-lprwiT)pg 
ljubljG[l 6p6bnuwljwpbrif· 1915 p. 
1wjng gbflWUIT]WUnLf"JWU qnhbrjl 
hmcwrowG: 

«Ubq hwuwr ub6 GcwGwljm­
f"JntG mGbG WJU brljm Wjgbl,nLf"JnLG­
Gbr[l: bf"b tunr cljlrWIT)IJ tunr.hrrjwG­
cmu t hwJng fr[lusnGbwljwG 6GmG­
fl[l, WIT]W ojlobnGwljwpbrlliJ hwJ 
ctn11mtrllr hwrmpJwG tunrhrrjW­
G[lcG t: bt.l brp JmrwfwGvmr fnl)r b­
ljbf1bg[l IT]WCSnUWIT)bU 6wGW~nLU t 
1wjng gbflWUIT]WUnLpjnLU[l, llW tlbq 
qnrwgGmtl t bL tJ.brwhwuswsmu 
ubr wqqwJpG jlrwtJ.mGfGbriJ», Gcbg 
1nt.!GwG UrpwqwG[!: 

GnLJG or[! 11 Gwtuwqwhjl hrw­
t.lbrnt.l IT]Wst.lwrd"wG hjmrbr[! '-lb­
hwl[lwn hwJrWIT)bsjl qt.tuwttnrm­
f"JWilp Gbrljw 4t.flGbG =lwJwuswGjl, 
wGLjwtumf"JWU 10-rll swrbllwrojlG 
GLJ.[lrt.lw6 hwGf1puwt.lnr GjlusjlG bL 
IT]WcsnGwljwG QUflnLGbt.nLPJWGQ: 

1wqbgw6 bG GwbL hw2nr11 br­
Ljm orbr[l, brp ljorhGltr urpwt.mJu 
UJmnnGQ bL ljoot.lr brbLwGp Up. 
Cir[lqnr LmuwtJ.nrjl~ Gnrwljbrs UWJr 
blJbrtbg[lG 

UbiT)sbupbr[l 22-jlG Up. t2llflw6-
G[l Gnrwljwnm]g pwg tunrwGjlG, 
obnwup UllbGwJG hwjng hwjrwll]b­
sp Sbflp LjmGbGw 21-riff1Wrp WflW-
2flU LlJntnnGorhGbfQ; nrpG ljGwtunr-

'1P mtuswt.lnrwg Up. IT)WSwrwqQ 
Up. t2u[lw6j1G ctwuwGwo mtusw­
t.lnrGbrp LlwuGwljgm~Jwllp: 

"Uju UJntnoGorhGbf[l pwgwn[llj 
t Unw2rG wuqwu t. nr bljbflbgw­
LjwG wrwrnf1nL~JWUIJ uwuGwljgmu 
bG W)fj~WL[l Ubo ~t.lntJ. qrb~b 20 
fnLJr bljbflbgjlGbrjl IT)bsbr bL IT)WS­
LJ.jlrwljm~JmGGbr: 'lw brbLnLJ~ t 
pGfG[lG», wuwg 1ntJ.GwG wrfbrT)pu­
ljnll]nUQ: 

UJmnnGorhGbfjl wrwrnflnL~JWGQ 
UubuwJu hwJng hwJrwiT)bsp ljnflfpu 
4t.rubu uwbL Ub6jl Swuu 4flt.rlJjln 

Urwu U ljw~nf1jlljnuQ, brmuwf1blljl 
bL LJ. 'llnt.ur hwJng IT)wsr[lwrfGbr[!: 

UnLJU oru wnwtJ.nsJwG UwJr U­
pnn Up. t2urw6Gp llwJr sw6wrmu 
sbflp LjmGbGw t1112h4b'l.bgwljwG 
wrwrnflnLf"JnLG, nrp wttwrspg hb­
sn '-lbhwrwGp hwGrjpunL~JmGGbrp 
f1Wht.r6mu fmJr bljbflbgpGbrjl 11]b­
sbrG m Gbrljwjwgmgjl~Gbrn [lrbGg 
cGnrhwtJ.nrwGfu m pwrbllWflf"WG­
fQ ljl[lntuwugbG UubGwJG hwJng 
hwjrWIT)bsjlG' 1Wj bljbflbgm Ub6 
swrbf1wr6jl wnjlpnt.J.: 

4jlrwlj[l, ubll]sbupbrjl 23-jlG ub6 
hwuf1[luwLJ.nrm~JWUp ljo6LJ.jl brbLw­
(ijl Up. Cirjlqnr LmuwtJ.nrjl~ bljbf'lb­
gjlG: 1nJwljbrs WJU bljbf1bgj1G, nr ljw­
nmgtJ.bg 1700-wuJwljjl wnjlpnt.J., U­
ubuwJG hwjng brbf hwJrWIT]bsGbr[l 
wncuG t Ljrmu: '-lwqqbG U bL Ciwrb­
q[lG U br2wGLjwh[lcwswlj Gwj\Jnrif 
Gbrp GL[jlrwljwG brwqG j1 Ljwswr w 
Obg Ciwrbqjl(i p ljw~nf1jlljnu[!' W· 
L[wrsjlG hwugGbt.nLt bljbrtbgm ljw­
nmgnulQ Ublj swrjl Wf1W2 unrjlG Ur­
pm~JWU hwGflflUwiT)bsmpjWUp 00-
LJ.bg[lG bL Sbf1Wifrt.J.bgj1G bljbflbgm 
tuw~brQ, [lulj ub11]sbu pbrjl 23-[lG ljur­
pwqnr6LJ.[l Up. ubf1WGQ, mr ljllwsmg­
t.lr wGwwGplj IT)WSWrWq[!: 

« UJu pnt.nrn. IT)psjl hmuwGf, WJU­
Illrur tuwGflwt.J.wnmpJmG ljusbrt­
ojl, nr prwiT]bU Gnr Ljwumr2 4f1Wil­
Gw UL[ljmnf-1wJwuswG brljm jlrw­
ljwGm~JnLGubrjl ur2hL», t.rwhmJu 
t 1mj_uwG UrpwqwGQ: 

""nnU}lll}wliJll 
WJ<Jlitnt:flJWb J:!.bpwgfntu 
urhtwbp UWJr hqhqhgntu 
qshqwqrqhb Up. qrp_qnr 
tnmwqnr2fl urpmtntJU 
bcJuwrbhr£! 
Urwrnrtm~JmGGbrjl brljrnr11 

hwGqrt.lwGQ ubll]sbupbr[l 25-27-Q. 
1nLJ.hwGGbu 'lln11nu brljrnrfj IT]WIT][l 
wjgbl,nL~JnLUU t: UJG jlr sbuwlj[l ub2 
IT)WsllwljwG t. fwGjl nr wnw2rG wG­
qwu t hnnubwljwu ljw~nt.r4 bljbflb 
gm fT)bSU WjQbl,nLU 1WjWUSWU 

UrpwqwG fwhwGWJWIT]bSQ '-lb­
hwl[lwn hwJrwfT)bsjl hJmrG t bL 4r-

2bLwCijl UllrJr Upnnmll: UJQbLm­
~JWU brljnL orbr[l [!G~wgfmll Gw­
juwsbuLjnuj b[l 5 qliuwt.lnr Llfl2n­
gwnmuGbr. nrnGg pwrorwljbsQ b­
rbLwGjl Up. Gr[lqnr Lmuwl[nrjl~ 

LlwJr bljbf1bgmu ubfT)sbupbrjl 26-jlG 
ljwjwGwt.rf tljmubG[llj wrwrnf1nt­
pJnLGG t: Urwrnrtntf!JWG QG~wgfmu 
uwv bljbflbgmu hwGifpuwtJ.nrw­
nlbu Ljsbf1Wifrl[bG hwjng wnw2[1li 
ljw~nf1[lljnup Up. Cirjlqnr, Lmuw­
Ltnr~[l urpwLnLJU GcjuwrubrQ, nrnGf 
wLJ.bt.r fwG ljbu hwqwrwllJW4 
ITjwhLJ.mu t[lG ubwll]nt.r Up ctrjlqnr 

1wjjl sw6wrmu: UwumGfGbrG wG­
gwo swrjl UubGwJG hwJng hwJrw­
IT)bsjl '-lwsjlljwG Ljwswrw6 WJ9h 
wn[lpnt.l unrjlG Urpm~JwGG tr 
hwGaGbt. 1nnu[l Ljw~nt.r4 bljbf'lb­
gm IT]bs[!' nrfT)bU tJ.ljwJnL!}JmG fmJr 
bljbf'lbg[lGbrjl uj12bL brtw6 ujlrn: 

umJu orQ 1nnu[l IT]WrTJIJ Up. t2-
ujlwoG[l pwg tunrwGjlG Ljr.'iwsmg[l 
Up. fT)Luswrwq: UnwLtnsJwG 1nnli[l 
IT]WIT]U jlr wnwGojlG n1wswrwqQ 
ljmGbGw GwbL llwJr sw6wrmu 

UJgbt.m~JwG t.lbr2rG orQ· ubiTJ­
sbilpbrr 27-[lG, ljw~nt.r4 fwhwGw­
JWIT)bsQ ljllbljGjl ojlobnGwljwpbrif 
bL tunr '-ljlrwfT)· hwjng urpwt.lwJr[lg 
[lr hbs swGbt.m{ Up Gr[lqnr Lmuw­
LJ.nr~[l Ljwuf!brtjl LnLJUQ 

UJgr oupwgfmil n1wn1Q hwu11r 
iTJnLLl LjmGbGw GwbL 11 Gwjuwqw 
h~1 hbs 

1700-tutlJtUliJl mnppml 
tTmJr Upnn litllJghJll 
'tJ:.tilntuP. hmumg 
Sphqhrmqmu 
Il}tUSrpmrfg 

bqrwl[lwljjl~ hwuflpUnL!}jnLGGb­
riJ sbf1r ljmGbGwG hnljsbilpbrjl 28-
pg Gnjbllpbrjl 4-Q: UJ'1 orbrjlG 1700-
WUJWI.j[l wnjl~nt.l Up. t2urw6j1GQ 
ljhJnLr[!Gljwt.r 4. 'llnt.ur hmGwg 
SrbqbrwljwG n]wsrjlwrf Pwrifnrth· 
ubnu Unw2rGru: 

1700-WUJwljrG t GLJ.rrLJ.mil uwbL 
WJfl orbrru LjWJWUWLilf «b4brtbgjl-
1T]bSnL~JnLU» ~bliwJnLt lih2wqqw­
Jpu qpswctnrtm{[l. nrjlG 4liwuuwlj­
gbG wctuwrhjl swrpbr b4brtbgj1Gbr 
GbrljwjwgGnrt brljm swuGJw4jlg 
wLJ.bt.r qjlsGwljwGGbr: 

UJfl oupwgfmu sb11r ljmubuw 
GwbL 1700-wlljwlj[l qnr6wf1pr tJ.wr­
inLf!JWU bqrwl[lwl.Jri ctnrtnLJ.Q: UJG 
Ljwrowuwqrjl ur Gnr cwrctuwG 
ulj[lqp[l UwJr U~nrJ Up. t2ilrw6-
Gmtl brjlswuwrifwljwG ljbGsrnujl 
usbf16nul[!. nrn1bu wrf1JnLGf 1700-
WUJw4r cr2wGw4Gbrjlg Gbru 6wJr 
wnwo brjlswuwrifWlj•.uG mjuswq­
Gwgmf)JWU: 
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Khor Vlrab Journal 

From a Dungeon, a Birth of National Christiani 
By MICHAEL WINES 

KHOR VIRAB, Armenia, May 23 
-From Jesus' sacrifice to Moses' 
desert exile to Job's travails, no 
Christian church tradition is com­
plete without some stories of suffer­
ing. The tale of St. Gregory the lllu­
mJnator and the Armenian Church is 
not as well known as most. 

But come to Khor Virab, a chunk of 
rock that juts from the scrubland 
some 30 miles southwest of Arme­
nia's capita, Yerevan, and it will 
quickly become clear that this story 
is no less wrenching. 

For atop Khor Virab's rocky 
promontory, almost in the shadow of 
towering Mount Ararat across the 
border with Turkey,lies a dungeon 
-a dim, sooty cavern not much 
more than 10 feet square, at the bot· 
tom of a narrow 20-foot shaft. It is not 
only among the holiest places in this 
deeply religious land. It is also the 
reason that the Armenian Apostolic 
Church, which belongs to the East­
em Orthodox Christian tradition, is 
commemorating the 1,700tb anniver­
sary of Armenia's adopting Christi­
anity as the national religion, the 
first country to do so. 

Gregory spent 13 years in this pit 
before emerging to make Armenia 
the world's first Christian nation. To 
enter the dUJ118011- and anyone can 
~·tft't:J'""'~what life h 

been like for those who dared to defy 
authority 17 centuries ago. 

That Is what Catholicos Kareldn ll, 
the Armenian Church's supreme pa­
triarch, did last New Year's Eve, at 
the stroke of midnight. Kicking off 
the yearlong observance, he climbed 
down a well-worn steel ladder into 
th41 dun&eon before a crowd that in­
cluded most of the church's world· 
wide hierarchy. 

"And then he brought up the light 
from the place where St. Gregory 
bad atoned for the nation," said Bish­
op Paren Avedikian, the chief domes­
tic affairs official for the church. "In 
that cold night, there were thousands 
in that monastery. It was the most 
moving experience. •• 

'lbe light, a name symbolizing the 
faith of St. Gregory and all Armenian 
Christians, was shared with lanterns 
brought by many of the 40 or so bish­
ops who had made the pilgrimage to 
Kbor Virab from around the world. 
They later brought the light back to 
their homelands. In the New York 
area, where the church estimates 
50,000 Armenians live, and other 
parts of the United States, parishio­
ners gathered in church ceremonies 
in January to light individual candles 
that they could take home. 

To the casual visitor here, this is 
an unprepossessing shrine, stuck at 
the dead end of a winding asphalt 
road, looming over a sprinkling pf 
ramshackle homes and makeShift 
factories. Its tiny parkinjiot is taken 
over by a pitchman wearing plastic 
goaeatasses and a broomstraw mus­
tache, children peddling doves and, 
incongruously, a tightrope walker. 

But Christian doctrine bas It that 
things here. 

Loussavorich 
l't'a!l ortgil~allly named - bad to 

only months after he 

Bishop Paren Avedikian, domestic affairs chief of the Armenian Church, 
which is celebrating the 1,700th anniversary of the national religion. 

was born in roughly A.D. 257. Htsi a­
ther had assassinated the king of Ar­
menia, Khosrov. The family whisked 
Gregory into Roman territory until 
things cooled down. That took about 
20 years, during which Gregory be­
came a Christian. 

When he returned to Armenta in 
about 280, be began to preach, offend­
ing King Tiradates Ill, Khosrov's 
son. 'lbe king ordered Gregory tor­
tured and thrown into the dungeon of 
Khor Vtrab. He woui rema there 
for 13 years. 

In 301 Tiradates, spurned by a 
Christian virgin, killed her and 36 
virgin friends, and then went insane. 
Tiradates's sister soon dreamed that 
her brother would be cured if Greg­
ory was released. He was; be then 
cured Tiradates, and converted him 
to Christianity, which became the 
state religion. Gregory became the 
Armenian Church's first bishop. 

That same year, he had a vision in 

which Christ appeared in a village 
near Armenia's current capital, Ye­
revan, and struck the ground with a 
golden hammer, causing a grand ca­
thedral to appear; Gregory ordered 
it built. Seventeen centuries and 
many additions later, it is the seat of 
the Armenian Church. 

Sitting on the porch of the church's 
administrative offices tOday, just a 
few feet from the cathedral en­
trance, Bishop Avediklan said he saw 
parallels between Gregory's travails 
and the church's own recent history. 

During the Soviet era, be said, the 
Armenian Church was repressed, 
and its worshipers were monitored 
closely by the K.G.B. 'lbe church 
headquarters was converted Into 
military offices, and church relics 
were awarded as prizes to Commu­
nist bureaucrats. 

Of the thousands of churches that 
existed early in the last century, be 
said, only 16 were functioning by the 



favorite dish, and spoken ac­
with Caribbean and African 

tp~pnlllti<>ns and men and women in 
ICDill.lk-c:olorea dhotis and pastel saris 

features of modem day 
as tweed and tattersall 
weekend rioting between 

and Asians in Oldham in the 
Midlands and finger pointing 

aft1~rm1ath by politicians cam­
for the election 10 days 

now have exposed volatile ten­
in what is outwardly one of 

f. v.,,.....,.,.. • ., most stable multi~thnic 
and a country where anti­

lt1tnnJigr:llDt politics has held less ap-
on the Continent. 

authorities today blamed 
.. -~-····--·· _ of the white supremacist 

Front for the two nights of 
in which 30 people were in· 

37 were arrested and anum-

of pubs and vehicles were burned 
covered in shattered glass. Offt­

ctats promised zero-tolerance polio­
g of the depressed former mill 

town on the last night of' a Bank 
Holiday long weekend With rain and 

.a heavy police presence, the streets 
the industrial town were reported 

·-nalatively quiet tonight. 
· · While some politicians traded ac­
. casations of provocation, Prime Min­
:tster Tony Blair said he did not be­
lieve that the incident was typical of 
race relations in Britain. But the 

.weekend violence did underline the 
..-uggle for identity that many 
' in immi-
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norities make up 5.5 percent of the 
population, they account for less than 
3 percent of the electorate and just 
1.5 percent of the membership of 
Parliament. 

Minority groups here are defined 
in two broad categories stemming 
from their origins in the former colo­
nies of the British Empire. The term 
Afro-Caribbean embraces blacks 
with otigins in the West Indies and 
Africa, while the other designation -
Asian- includes people whose back­
ground is Indian, Pakistani, Bangla­
deshi and Sri Lankan. Of Britain's 59 
million people, more than two million 
are Asian and one million Afro-Ca­
ribbean. 

Oldham was the site of racial 
clashes over the weekend. 

There is little political organiza-
tion around an identifiable group fo- Labor, running far ahead of the 
cus like that in the United States. Tortes, said it did not share Mr. 
Among the reasons are the propor- Hughes's view and declined to join in 
tionately smaller size of Britain's thecriticism. The Conservatives' Mi­
minority groups, a reh,1ctance to chael Portillo said he found the Lib­
identify issues as ethnic, an absence eral Democrat's accusation "oppor­
of a tradition of grievance redress tunistic and quite disgraceful," and 
and mixed residential patterns that William Hague, the Conservatives' 
do not produce such high concentra- leader, said it represented "parties 
tlons of individual groups. tryfng to play the race card them-

In British politics, the Labor Party selves." 
generally gets 90 percent of the black Mr. Hague, who is running far ~ 
vote and 60 to 70 percent of the Asian h~ Mr. Blair in the June 7 vote, has 
vote. "Labor bas never been obliged belli accused of racial insensitivity 
or bound by a need to stand up for for bis freguent accusations that La-
U.S.-style affirm.attve..actlon, ' the·.~~l!""::t: !:-t:u . D I in o a 'so· -
in principle or in practical terms, ' to b" for "bogus asylum seekers." 
said Sbamit Saggar, a University of M Hague has further proposed the 
London-professor of political science COJ$truction of detention cente to 
and author of "Race and Represen- holl all new applicants while their 
tation." cases are being processed and has 

"Pinning down which issues can prcinised the immediate return to 
be thought of as racial or ethnic "s e" countries on the Continent of 
issues is far from straightforward," an applicants who had traveled 
Mr. Saggar said. thrOugh them to get here . 

Political parties, he explained, "do Hague has also drawn fire for 
little more than dabble and churn that Britain would become a 
over this task." land" if Labor were re-

Since the election campaign began When the government seized 
three weeks ago, Conservatives have as evidence that Mr. 
come in for charges of the stoking white fears of the 
race card" from Labor 

the Oldham rioting was that multi­
ethnic societies did not work. "Two 
societies living side by side can lead 
to difficult moments," he told The 
Times of London, adding that the 
government's failure to deal with the 
asylum issue was "possibly storing 
up further problems like Oldham in 
the future." 

The government has increased the 
number of immigration officers and 
X-ray machines at Channel ports 
and airports, and the Home Office 
reported on Friday that the number 
of people seeking asylum fell to a 
two-year low of 5,000 in April and 
that the number of cases in the last 
three months was 13 percent lower 
than for the same period in 2000. The 
Immigration and Nationality Direc­
torate said it had cut the backlog of 
outstanding cases from 100,000 two 
years ago to 35,000 today. 

Applications had hit a record 
76,040 last year, more than double 

· the 29,640 In 1996 before Labor came 
to power. The issue was brought into 
sharp focus last June' with the 
covery of the bodies of 58 
immigrants who had suflroc~lted 
the l)ack of an airtight truck that 
stopped by customs officials as it 
a cross-Channel ferry at Dover. 

Nick Hardwi~ chief executive 
e ondon-based eftigee 

said the policies of both 
the Conservatives were 
na and rrot ""CFedlble." 
both_ I' · es were "trying to 
each other In devising ever 
draconian and costly measureS] 
againstthiS~IIInPrAtl~~lllln 

pie." 
Ashok Vis,l'lania~ 

ordinator of 
group working 
participation in 
percent of 
were not 
pared 



FOR ARMENIANS, A 
SACRED CELEBRATION 

~ -The Komitas 
Chamber Choir of 
Armenia performing at 
the Cathedral of the 
Holy Cross in the South 
End yesterday during a 
service marking the 
1, 700th anniversary of 
Armenia's conversion to 
Christianity. The choir, 
under the direction of 
conductor Hovhannes 
Mirzoyan (right), is 
touring the United 
States through 
November. 
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ect alleges beating 
ly shot Eugene Yazgur last Mareh 
because Yazgur was pressuring 
him to pay a legal settlement. Yaz· 
gur, who survived the attack, had 
won $100,000 in a civil lawsuit 
after Mason nearly cut off his ear 
lobe in a 1997 scuffle over a 
parked moving truck. Yazgur's 
roommate, Michael Lenz, was 
killed in the attack. 

Mason's mother, Beverly Cha­
vetz, said in a telephone interview 
that a fellow inmate at the jail 
phoned her in Florida to say that 
10 guards savagely beat him and 
left him on the floor, badly hurt, 
for two hours. He said Mason had 
four broken ribs and a badly 
bruised face. 

Chavetz said she alerted the 
FBI to the allegations. An FBI 
probe of other brutality claims has 
led to indictments against other 
Suffolk County guards. 

Rich Lombardi, a spokesman 
for the jail, said Mason assaulted a 
guard when he was led out of his 
segregated cell for his one hour of 
recreation time. Once the guard 
was knocked down, a five-person 
team responded, restraining Ma­
son and returning him to his cell, 
Lombardi said. The guard was 
treated at a hospital for his iDJur· 
ies and released, he said 

X-rays of Mason showed no 
sign of broken limbs, Lombardi 
said 
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As it celebrates past, Armenian Church worries over future 
Intermarriage 
and assimilation 
are big concerns 

This should be, and in many 
ways is, a moment of great cele­
bration for the Armenian Church. 

Seventeen hundred years after 
King Tiridates m made Armenia 
the first country to declare Chris­
tianity its state religion, the 
church is celebrating not only an 
anniversary, but an arrival. 

Armenia, or at least a part of 
what was once the civilization of 
ancient Armenia, finally won its 
hard-fought independence in 
1991 after six centuries offoreign 
rule. 

The country's church won a 
much-sought visit from Pope John 
Paul II last month, and the pope 
used an Armenian word, "metz 
yeghern," that Armenians inter­
preted as validation of their claim 
that a 1915 massacre of Arme­
nians was genocide, and not the 
battle deaths claimed byThrkey. 

But Armenians are on edge 
about the current world crisis, 
fearing that the United States, in 
its desire to have allies in the Mus­
lim world, will somehow give 
short shrift to Armenia as it seeks 
to curry favor with Armenia's foes 
in Thrkey and Azerbaijan. 

And here in the United States, 
the Armenian Church-started in 
Worcester 110 years ago - faces 

the twin challenges of most ethni­
cally based denominations: inter­
marriage and assimilation. 

1'he church has been growing, 
and we continue our growth, 
opening new parishes, trying to 
continue an ancient Christian 
faith in this new world and keep 
some of the traditions," ArChbish­
op Khajag Barsamian, primate of 
the Armenian Church of America, 
said in an interview this week. 
"Sometimes, it is not easy. It is a 
struggle. But there are good things 
happeriing." 

The church, which counts 
about 1.2 million Armenians in 
this country, is at once losing and 
gaining members. 

A huge percentage of Arme­
nian-Americans - as many as 90 
percent in some parishes - marry 
adherents of other. faiths, and 
many of those families do not join 
an Armenian church. 

The church is also struggling to 
transmit Armenian culture to its 
American-born youngsters­
some of whom come from families 
that have not lived in Armenia for 
four generations. Like other faiths 
that historically have worshiped 
iii a language other than English, 
the church has long since given up 
hoping that its young will speak 
the language of its traditional li­
turgy; instead, Barsamian says, 
"the most important thing is that 
when they see the Armenian al­
phabet, they recognize that it's the 
Armenian alphabet, and they feel 
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Sunday, October 21 ' 

' 
. . 7:45- Holy Eucharist I• 

9:00 am • Holy Eucharist 
THE MEMORIAL CHURCH 1 0:15 am • Education Hour 
HARVARD UNIVERSITY Church School & education for teens and adults 

SUNDAY SERVICE 11 :15 am • Morning Prayer 

The 20th Sunday after Pentecost 6:00 pm - Holy Eucharist 
Oct. 21st. II am L 

proud." 
But the church is growing, 

thanks to ongoing immigration, 
mostly by ethnic Armenians who 
have moved to the United States 
from parts of the former Soviet 
Union and the Middle East. 

National identity and religion 
are closely intertwined for Arme­
nians, and many are worried 
about how the war against terror­
ism, and America's courtship of 
Muslim support in the region, will 
affect them. 

Regional relations, particularly 
with Thrkey and Azerbaijan, have 
long been strained, not only over 
the deaths of Armenians at the 
hands of the Ottoman Empire, but 
also over the disputed territory of 
Nagomo-Karabakh. 

"I hope the State Department 
will be very sensitive, in this pro­
cess of destroying this evil power 
of terrorism, not to create other 
problems, like giving strength and 
power to Muslim countries like 
Azerbaijan that could use this 
power against Armenians," Barsa­
mian said. 

In part, Armenians are using 
their anniversary as a reminder of 
their solidarity with the West. 

"Seventeen hundred is a big 
number - that's 1, 700 years that 
Armenia has continuously and 
ceaslessly served Christ, and it's 
been a buffer zone for the Europe­
an Christian countries, and has 
given millions of people who have. 
died for their faith and their brer­
ty," said the Rev. Mampre A. Kou­
zouian, pastor of Holy 'ninity Ar­
menian Church in cambridge. 

"This is an important event for 
us, and if falls at a time when Ar­
menia has received its indepen­
dence after 600 years of losing its 
kingdom. 

"We are blossoming, and we 
still are witnessing." 

A cun.cert of sacred Armenian mu­
sic celebrating the 1, 700th anni· 
versary of the cmwersion of Anne· 
nia tb Ch:ristianiEy will be held at 5 
p.m. tomurrow at the Cathedral of 
th1> J.lnT•t ,_,~~ 74.llll W n oho'"trl"'" 



Peter Fisk Harpsichord 

~ Preacher: 

The Reverend 
. Dr. Dorothy A. Austin 

Associate Minister and 
HCIJ1!ard University Chaplain 

Sermon: 
Transforming Faith 

Text: 
"Fight the good fight, having 
faith and a good conscience." 

I Timothy 1:18 

'Music: 
"Beatus vir"- Monteverdi 

· "Praise the Lord. 0 jerusalem" 
-Purcell 

Church School and Child-care 
available 

Live Broadcast 
WHRB Radio 95.3 FM 

' 1':i_Harvard Yard. Cambridge 
'-' 617-495-5508 
www.memorialchurch.harvard.edu 

cathedral Chii'Ch of st Paul 
138 rr:Jl~Wft~1Boston 

opposite Park St. T Statton 

s:ooS!dfro~artst 
10:00 am Choral Eucharist 

Rev. canon Edward w . Rodman 
12:30 p.m. Holy Eucharist (Chinese) 
Child care avallabte 9:30-11:30 am 

6:30 p.m. New Wine 
Designed oy and for Gen-xers 

RadiO broadcast 7:30am WCRB 102.S FM 
Free par!(tng (BOston common Garage) 

www.stpaulboston.org 

1he First Chll'dl 
Of Christ, SCientist, In Boston 

1he MOther Churdl 
Massachusetts & Huntington 'Aves. 

Sunday Service 10:00 a.m. 
sunday SchOol 10:00 a.m. 
Cup to the age of twentvl 

wednesday teSflmot~Y meetlngs 

chttd ca~~~dafr~7~~t9rfsavattabte 

FIRST & SECOND CHURCH IN BOSTON 
unitarian unlvelsallst 
64 Ma~bofouglt Street 
11:00 Church school 

11:00 A.M. WORSHIP SERVICE 
"GOD WITH SOME SKIN ON" 

Rev. Stephen Kendrick, preaching 

RAMAKRISHNA VEDANTA SOCIETY 
sa oeerltetd st. Boston 
swami sarvagabinanda 

sunday, 1l A.M. 
Speak!!~~~~m~~nanda 

'!hurs. 7:30 PM The crest Jewel of Discrimination 

KINGS CHAPEL 
Estlii>Ttshed 1686 

11 AM Morning Pra~r & Sermon 
• The Rev. Daniel Chesney ~nter, preaching 

Tremont & school Streets 
· on the Freedom Trail' 

• CONGREGAnON OF ST. ATHANASIUS 
• Roman catholic, Anglican use 
, www.tocutor.net 

617-536-0944 

www.trinitychurchboston.org 

Copley Square • Episcopal 
Visit the Trinity Bookshop 

Tours offered daily 

Church 

in celebrating 
the annual Mass 

Sunday October 28th 
at 11:00 a.m. 

at the Cathedral of the Holy Cross 
75 Union Park St. Boston, MA. 

For more info please call617-7-46-5679. 
For directions to the chun:h call: 617-S..l.-5682 
or log on to: http://www.n:ab.orgtdirtocath.btml 

CHRIST CHURCH CAMBRIDGE 
zero Garden Street • Harvard Square 

The Rev. Robert w. Tobin, Rector 
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 21, 2001 

20th sunday after Pentecost 
Holv Eucharist Rite II -
8:00 a.m. & 10:00 a.m. 
12:30 p.m. & s:oo p.m. 

Church School - 10:00 a.m. 
Adult Education - 11:30 a.m. 

AU WELCOME! 
Holy EUCharist - 12:10 p.m. 

Information: 617-876-o200 
VIsit our website at www.cccambrldge.org 

2 lt!x:~svf//f~~,e:~i'fJJp'Wf'§fe SJe/Pbne 
Across from Hatv Yard & cambridge Common· 

Uniled Church of Cbrisl Congregational 
10:00 A.M. Clturdl School a Adult Bible Sludy 

II :00 A.M. Senke of Worsbop 
TIN Rw. Ja-s W. Crawforrl, P...a<hing 

Cblld care is provided 
645 8o)islon SCm! 

Copley Square. Boston 
(617) 536-1970 

THE COMMUNITY CHURCH OF BOSTON 
56S Boylston St. (COpley Square) 

·un~f:.~'lJflc't':n'"!lfJ':S~ipirlt 

ss:.t:/~~ tfn·~r . 
Honoring sa ... sue Korttz 

sun~UnJ~~~or:.:lo~C!J~-:,?1~~~·•11 
REV. ANTHONY P. JOHNSON 

music by 
CommUnlty 

REV. DAVID CARL OLSON Minister and Leader 
-.commchurch.org 

The Chwth of 1he Dal~ Word 

~
me uplift your spirit 

Oat Word Class 10:00 A.M. 
Suf\dey orship Service 11:00 A.M. 

CHRIST CHURCH UNITY 
At Christ's Church Longwood 

70 colc~er st., Brookline, MA 
Longw 16 1~1s¥>:f2,rs4~een line 

unltybrooldlneOm~n.com 

HARVARD-EPWORTH UNrrED METHODIST 
1555 Mass. Ave CO!l9. cambr1dge commoiJ) 
services 9 and if a.m. (child care provldeqJ 

~ To advertise In The Boston Globe please call 617·929·1500. 
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mitas Chamber Choir of Armenia, 
will be followed by an ecumenical 
service under the auspices of Ar· 
menian Archbishop Khajag Bar­
samian, Roman Catlwlic Cardinal 
Bernard F. Law, Greek Ort1uxJ.o:c 
Metropolitan Metlwdios, aruJ. the 
Rev. Diane C. Kessler of the Mass­
achusetts Council of Churches. 

Q. What does the Koran say about 
Christians? 

E.F.,Newton 
A. The Koran's description of 
Christians is a mixed bag: The 
Muslim holy book disputes essen­
tial tenets of Christian theology, 
prai&es Christian piety, and in­
cludes some criticism of Christian­
ity. 

The Koran rejects two funda­
mental Christian beliefs: the di­
vinity of Jesus, and the trinitarian 
nature of God. 

Most famously, the Koran says 
God "begets none, nor is he begot· 
ten." The Koran also says that Je­
sus was not crucified. 

"Muslims are particularly scan· 
dalized by the term 'son of God,'" 
said Georgetown University Dean 
Jane Dammen McAuliffe, the au­
thor of "QJ.Ir'anic Christians" and 
editor of 1b.e Encyclopedia of the 
QJ.Ir'an." 

"The doctrine of the 1iinity, 
which can be misunderstood as 
tritheism, is equally abhorrent," 
she said. "Jesils is seen as part of a 
long line of prophets. He is re· 
vered as a prophet, but no more 
than that." 
· Christian piety, compassion, 
and mercy are described positively 
in the chapters of the Koran 
thought to have been' written early 
in Muhammad's life; the tone be­
comes decidedly more critical in 
the later chapters. Scholars, in· 
eluding McAuliffe and William A 
Graham of Harvard, say this may 
be because Muhammad initially 
expected Christians to accept his 
revelations, but became critical as 
many Christians rejected him as a 
prophet. 

'There is a famous verse that 
calls Christians the closest in 
friendship' to the Muslims, but 
then there are vetses that say don't 
take disbelievers as friends," 
McAuliffe said. ''As with most 
scriptures, you can pick and 
choose." 

A typical verse praising Chris· 
tians: "Surely those who believe, 
and those who are Jews, and the 

~ 

The Rev. Mampre A. Kouzouian is the pastor of Holy Trinity Armenian Church in Cambridge. 

Question of the week 

Christians, and the Sabians [a reli· 
gi.ous sect], whoever believes in AI· 
lab and the Last Day and does 
good, they shall have their reward 
from their Lord, and there is no 
fear for them, nor shall they 
grieve." · 

A more critical verse, although 

one that McAuliffe says refers to 
those who distort Judaism and 
Christianity as the QJ.Ir'an under­
stands those traditions: ·~d the 
Jews say: Uzair [Ezra] is the son of 
Allah; and the Christians say: The 
Messiah is the son of Allah; these 
are the words of their mouths; 

they imitate the saying of those 
who disbelieved before; may Allah 
destroy them; how they are turned 
away!" -

Got a question about religion or 
spirituality? Send it to mpaul­
son@globe.com. 
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