
DIOCESE OF THE ARMENIAN CHURCH OF AMERICA 
630 Second Avenue, New York, NY 10016 

(212)686-0710 Fax (212)779-3558 

MEMO 
Date: June 2, 2000 

To: ALLARC, ORE, DYM, ZIC, DMP, DMM 

From: Fr. Untzag Nalbandian c;;;::_, 0 " N-

Re: 17001
h Jubilee Activities and Programs 

I would like to invite you for a 17001
h Jubilee meeting on June 14, 2000, from 10:00 to 

11:30 a.m. The Primate will preside at this meeting. 

Attached please find in the minutes of 17001
h Anniversary of Central Committee as well 

as the Clergy Sub-Committee the projects, suggestions, programs regarding the above
mentioned jubilee. Please review them and come with other suggestions if you have. At 
the end of June, I will give one full day with you to finalize all parish related 17001

h 

Jubilee programs and activities and to discuss the "Source and Program" booklet for this 
occasion. 

Hope you can come for the meeting on June 14. 

Thank you. 



1999 ANNUAL REPORT OF THE 
1700th ANNIVERSARY ORGANIZING COMMITTEE 

During the year 2001, Armenians throughout the world will be celebrating the 1700th 
Anniversary of the adoption of Christianity. 

The Diocese, for its part, has organized a special committee to plan and implement a 
series of programs to commemorate this historic event. 

After many meetings during the past year the committee has reached certain conclusions. 

OBJECTIVES 

1. We will make the 1700th Anniversary celebration one of recommitment to the spirit 
and faith of St Gregory. 

2. We will commemorate the central role that Christianity has played in the life of the 
Armenian people. · 

3. We will emphasize the major importance of the Armenian Church, especially in the 
United States. 

4. We will prepare suitable programs with the participation of the community at both the 
diocesan and parish levels. 

PROGRAMS 

In general, we wish to involve the parishes as much as possible in sponsoring activities 
for the 1700th Anniversary to be implemented at the local level. The Diocese will provide 
background material, speakers, publications, etc. for use by local pastors and committees. 

1. Teaching Role of the Church 

As part of the church's outreach to the faithful, booklets will be published, under 
the direction ofthe St. Nersess Seminary faculty, with the overall theme of the Armenian 
Church's place in the universal church of Jesus Christ. These booklets will address contemporary 
issues we face as a church in America; they will be pocket size, to be mailed to all those on the 
Diocesan mailing list or taken home by our parishioners from local churches. 

2. Religious Services 

It is expected that throughout the year 200 1 and beginning on Christmas, January 
6th, the 1700th anniversary will be the primary theme for religious services whenever appropriate. 
A special ecumenical service is being planned in Washington, DC, together with the National 
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A web page is being developed and special banners, logo, etc. will be 
disseminated to all parishes. 

Christmas, January 6, 2001, will be the official opening ofthe 1700th yearlong 
commemoration. It is expected that all parishes within the Diocese will make this a major theme 
in all their communications to the parishioners. 

8. Finances 

· A fund raising committee has been formed under the co-chairmanship of Shoghag 
Hovannissian and Richard Soultanian. All funds raised for the 1700th Anniversary will go 
towards an endowment tentatively called "Armenian Spiritual Leadership Fund''. St. Nersess 
Seminary will be the primary beneficiary of the annual income from this fund, but it will also go 
towards other educational and training programs of the Diocese. 

On-going expenses for the various 1700th Anniversary programs at the diocesan 
and parish levels are expected to be self-financed. The intent is to reserve the funds that are 
raised by the committee to go to the endowment in its entirety. 

The goal is to raise several million dollars. 

The chairman of the 1700th Anniversary Committee is Michael Haratunian. 
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1700 Anniversary Committee Meeting 
Thursday, March 16, 2000, 4:00 pm 

Attendance: Archbishop Khajag Barsamian, Fr. Krikor Maksoudian, Mr. Michael 
Haratunian, Mr. Aram Arkun, Mr. Sahan Arzruni, Mr. George Kassis, Ms. Karen 
Bedrosian Richardson and Mr. Jon Simonian. 

The meeting convened at 4:15 PM with Archbishop Khajag Barsamian offering the 
opening prayer. The minutes of the meeting of January 12, 2000 were approved. 

1. Budget: Jon Simonian presented a preliminary budget for the committee's 
consideration and review, which appears as attachment 1. The bulk of the 
general fundraising income must go into an endowment for St. Nersess Armenian 
Seminary. The sub-committees for each event will be responsible for raising 
funds for their specific events. Some costs for the publications and symposium 
can be covered from the Diocesan restricted funds established for such purposes. 
The same applies to parish activities- some of the costs can be covered by the 
budget for these Diocesan Departments and the rest by the Parishes. The concert 
sub-committee will be responsible for finding sponsors and raising funds. Each 
city where the concert will be performed will have its own concert committee. 
These local committees will receive guidelines of what the costs are and for 
which they are responsible. 

2. Academic: Fr. Krikor reported that the Zohrab Information Center will stress 
community outreach. For this purpose they have prepared a sample letter, which 
appears as attachment 2, to be sent to mission parishes, clubs and universities 
with Armenian programs, etc., offering assistance in organizing lectures, seminars 
and similar functions. It was suggested that the letter not mention the availability 
of limited funds for these functions. The issue can be revisited if funds are asked 
for. 

Fr. Krikor also stated that St. Bartholomew's Church is agreeable to Zohrab 
Center's participation in the public courses it is offering. A musical and lecture 
program can be prepared to present during Lenten vesper services. 

Michael Haratunian will meet with Fr. Krikor and Aram Arkun sometime in April 
to discuss the specific programs of the symposium to arrive at a revised program 
for the committee's consideration. 

3. Exhibits: Michael Haratunian reported that we have not proceeded with the 
original exhibit program with the University of Michigan. He suggested forming a 
sub-committee to study the artifacts held by the Diocese. He has asked Karen 
Bedrosian Richardson to chair this sub-committee. She will speak with Very Rev. 



• 

Fr. Mamigon K.iledjian and Ms. Angela Kazarian .who have cataloged the items in 
the archives. An exhibit could be organized as an adjunct to the concert. 

Sahan Arzruni commented that the Metropolitan Museum has large holdings of 
Armenian items. Karen Richardson reported that the Met will have some 
Armenian items included in the Byzantine gallery which will be opening 
sometime in November and that the Morgan Library would be mounting a small 
exhibit of Armenian manuscripts sometime in 2001. 

4. Concert: Sahan Arzruni reported that he will contact Hovannes Mirzoyan of the 
Gomidas Choir to ascertain what would be his monetary expectations if his Choir 
was chosen to perform at this concert. Mr. Arzruni said that he will make his 
decision as to the performers by the end of July 2000. 

It was suggested that Houston or Dallas be added to the concert schedule. Letters 
will be sent to the parishes informing them of the availability of the choir to 
perform in their city ifthey so wish. The concert will also be mentioned during 
the Annual Diocesan Assembly. 

5. Public Relations: Jon Simonian reported that he has met with Barbara Mouk a 
number of times. His report appears as attachment 3. Michael Haratunian said a 
decision on whether to hire Ms. Mouk will be made after Arda Haratunian, our in
house public relations expert, has a chance to meet with Ms. Mouk to discuss 
what is expected of the Diocesan staff, etc. 

6. Parish Activities: Michael Haratunian said that the parish activities and projects 
presented by Fr. Untzag, which appears as attachment 4, seems to be their 
regular yearly activity and budget for the Diocese. Fr. Untzag will be urged that 
they will need programs for the 17001

h anniversary celebration beyond their 
regular programs. 

7. Youth: Michael Haratunian reported of a meeting with a group ofyoung people 
who Were asked to form a sub-committee to study and present a proposal for the 
event for young people. Among suggestions that they will explore will be an 
open- air event on a Saturday, a walkathon for the 1700th anniversary, a 
religious/cultural event in Central Park with the Catholicos in attendance and a 
Sunday Badarak. 

8. Major Religious Event: It was suggested that the major religious event could be 
part of the week-end program being organized by the young professionals. 
Suggested were a short service of recommitment to the Church and a baptism of 
babies born in the first half of the year 2001. 

9. Pilgrimage: George Kassis reported on the suggestion to organize a pilgrimage to 
historic Armenia entitled "Pilgrimage in the Footsteps of St. Gregory." The 
pilgrims will travel to Caeserea. From there, the pilgrims will be divided into 



groups to visit their ancestral lands (Adana, Aintab, Sivas and Diyarbekir). The 
pilgrims will then reunite in Kars and travel to Ani from where they will cross 
into Armenia. An extension of stay in Armenia could also be offered. 

The Patriarch oflstanbul will extend an official invitation to the pilgrims, obtain 
Turkish government approval, etc. The cost of a 1 0-day pilgrimage for a group of 
300-500 would be in the low $2000's. George Kassis will handle the details of the 
pilgrimage. 

10. Logo: Samples ofthe logo and letterhead submitted were presented for the 
committee's consideration and review. The designer will be informed to make 
suggested changes and submit new designs. 

11. Next Meeting: The next meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, April12, 2000 at 
3:00 PM in the Tahlij at the Diocese of the Armenian Church. 

The meeting adjourned at 6:00 PM with the Primate offering the closing prayer. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Berjouhi Saladin 



TO: 1700 Conunittee 
FROM: Jon Simonian 
DATE: March 16, 2000 
RE: Preliminary budgets are designed to make us think. They are supposed 

to be manipulated and changed to help make corrct decisions. 

Revenues: 

1700 ·Anniversary Celebration 
Preliminary Budget Expectations 

1999 Advance from Diocesean Council 
200 l Budget allocat;ion from Diocesean Budget 
Underwriting donation for Exhibit 
Admission fees for concerts: 1 x 300 people x $25 
Sale of Teaching pamphlets 
Ecumenical service 
Youth: Family cruise 

Central Park program 
New York Weekend event 

Major Religious event 
Academic Symposium 
Parish Activities 
Pilgrimage to Turkey and Armenia 
Fundraising to cover balance of Expenses 

Total revenues: 

Expenditures: 
Exhibits 
Concert 

Travel 
Hotel 
Per diem 
Honoraria 
Printing, mailling, advertising, other 

Teaching Role of Church 
Labor for preparation costs 
Printing costs 
Distribution costs 

Ecumenical Service 

10,000 
50,000 

0 
7,500 

100 
0 

150,000 
0 
0 
0 

500 
0 

200,000 
169,900 

588,000 

0 
60,000 

10,000 

Attachment 1 



Attachment 2 

SAMPLE LETTER 

Krikor and Clara Zohrab Information Center 

To Whom It May Concern: 

The year 2001 marks the 17001
h anniversary of the conversion of the kingdom of 

Armenia to Christianity. The Diocese of the Armenian Church plans to appropriately 
celebrate this great event. The Diocesan Krikor and Clara Zohrab Information Center 
would like to invite your organization to participate in this commemoration. The Zohrab 
Center is willing to provide any necessary assistance in organizing lectures, seminars, and 
similar functions on your campus. We can provide you with relevant literature, and refer 
you to relevant scholars in your area. Limited funds, up to $500 per organization, may be 
available to offset some ofthe expenses. If you are interested, please contact us at the 
above address, or e-mail us at zicoff@armeniandiocese.org. 



Attachment 3 
I 

1700 Anniversary C~lebration 
' 

3/16100 To: 1700 Committee 
:rro.: Joa Simonian . Flow ofE,~·:nts Profile 
Re: 'Ibis is what I think Barbara Mouk can do for us ~arding the 1700 Anniversary Celebration. 

Pl•nnjng, creating, and management respons~~: 'lities of Barbara Mouk: 
Baibara will plan. create, and manage the p!.i'>lic relations for the 1700 Anniversary. 
She will do the bulk of copy writing. She "-!:1 need guidance, research information, 
some copy writing, layout, and editing from \!S. 

3100 Help create rcoognition of logo. 
4100 Create prea lilt databue for all m: ~ia releuea. 
S/00 Work on Armenian mail list to focus it, if applicable 
6/00 Create newsletter format. 
7100 Work witb website desigaer to ere:.·. format and write copy for website. 
8100 Plan context and theme of articles fo!' :wsletter and website l. to re-engage adults 

2. to interest youth 
Help with decisions on w· -~ program themes will wolk. 
Help create activitJ and t' . .. : that can be replicated in each parish. 

9100 Begin writiag artides for newaJettt_· 111d website. 
Begin to create con~nt for newspar. ~" media and broadcast media. 

January ail-church kickoff :-·~tebration 
Art exhibit if it matcrializ: J 
April ecumenical service r. 

June New Y~ cdcbratic ~ 
Catbolioos vis!~ : J New York plus local parishes, if any 
Archbishop w:··: to local parishes 

August pilgrimage to Turk !J and Armenia 
September symposium 
October concert choir from • \rmenia 
Major gift presentation froT. Armenian Church, if it materializes 

10/00 Continue writing artidea for newsle~.er and website. 
Create Press Kit of information to c '!. :.d to press and broadcut media. 

11/00 Create "Watch this Space" to lauDe'! newsletter. 
12100 Send out lit Newsletter. Opea web·!.~~e. 

Send out News release on January ~:~-Church kickoff celebration 
17' 

'· . 
EJecution rapopsjbUities of Barbara Mouk: 

. 1101 
2/01 
3101 
4/01 
S/01 
6101 
7101 
8101 
9101 

10/01 
11101. 
12/01 

Baibara will prepare and manage the distri':: ·:~ion of all releases. She will need our 
resouces to print, colate, and mail all releast:~. This should have 4 to 6 week lead times. 

Finalize and 1end: Art exhibit newr. _teuEvent: January all-church kickoff 
( Event: Art exhibit if it materializes 

Finalize and lead: April ec:wnenka.! "::eWsreleue 
, Event: April ecumenical celebration 

Finalize and 1e11d: . New York celeb~tion newsreleue 
. , Event: June New York celebration 

Finalize and 1e11d: Pilpimqe DeW!':" !leue 
Finalize and ~end: $ymposhun new( ~Event: August pilgrimage 
Finalize and send: Concert newsreleaae Event: September symposium 

Event: Concert choir from Armenia 

I 



TO: 

FROM: 

RE: 

DATE: 

Attachment 4 

DIOCESE OF THE ARMENIAN CHURCH OF AMERICA 
UIHJ.~\JnPI').nl'~fll'\1 l..UBn6 UU'bPJ"lllUBJ"l UPbl'bl.bU\J ~bU'fl 

Archbishop Khajag Barsamian, Primate 

17001
h Anniversary Committee 

Fr. Untzag Nalbandian 0::...~ "- ._f ... 
Recommended Parish activities and projects 

February 18, 2000 

Enclosed you will find the projects and proposals of the DRE, ALLARC, DYM and my 
office. If you have questions, please feel free to call me. 

630 SECOND AVENUE. NEW YORK. NY 10016-4806 TELEPHONE 212.686.0710 FAX 212.779.355!t 



Projects of the 
Director of Proirams & Ministries 

1. A video pilgrimage of St. Gregory's life & vision. 
(Estimated cost: $1500.00) 

2. Publications/booklets (in Armenian & English) on the following six feasts, which 
are related either to St. Gregory's life or his vision and ministry. They are as 
follows: 

a. Feast of sons & grandsons of St. Gregory the Enlightener 
b. Feast of St. Gregory the Enlightener- Commitment to the pit 
c. Feast of St. Gregory the Enlightener- Deliverance from the pit 
d. Feast of the Universal Church of Holy Etchmiadzin 
e. Feast of St. Gregory the Enlightener- Discovery of his relics 
f. Feast of Holy Shoghagat 
g. Feast ofSts. Tiridates the King and Queen Ashkhen 

Each feast should be assigned to one ofthe Church organizations (e.g. Choir, 
Women's Guild, ACYOA, etc.). The organization will encourage its members to 
participate in one of the above celebrations and worship service. 

Publications will include a brief description of the above feasts/events and say 
what they mean to us today. A spiritual message can also be included. 
(Estimated cost: $3000.00-4000.00) 

3. Contest- 17001h Jubilee Song and 1700th Jubilee Poem. 
One for ages up to 18, the other for ages 19 and up. Winners will receive awards 
(an encyclical from His Holiness should be encouraged). 

4. Parishes to recruit one seminary student for St. Nersess. A minimum of 17 
seminarians will be admitted to St. Nersess Seminary to ensure the continuation 
of the work and mission of St. Gregory the Illuminator in our Diocese. (Of course, 
St. Nersess Seminary's administration will select the seventeen). 

5. An Ecumenical Service should be prepared on this Jubilee to be used in 
uniformity by our parishes. 

6. Publish a booklet which will include 17 prayers from 17 Armenian Church 
fathers/saints, as well as gather 17 major events from our Church history. 
(Estimated cost: $1500.00) 



DRE's Programs/Publications for the 1700th Jubilee 

1. Publication- A drama on the conversion of Annenia, commissioned from playwright 
Diane Bairamian for use in the parishes as a parish-wide program. Can be translated 
into Armenian and Russian. To be issued with a list of ideas for its application. 
*(Estimated cost $3,000) 

2. Publication- A Change of Heart: Meditations on the Saints and the Story of 
Armenia's Conversion. A Lenten reflection workbook. Can be translated into 
Armenian and Russian. *(Estimated cost $5,000) 

3. Publication- Adult sel£1group-study guide of Agathangelos' 5th century source, The 
Conversion of Armenia. Will enable parishioners to familiarize themsel,ves with the 
actual story and discuss it in an evening or afternoon session. *(Estimated cost 
$2,000) 

4. Publication- A Sunday School Jubilee planner to be issued in September. A simple 
list of ways the schools can incorporate the anniversary into their school year. 

5. Publication- Feast Day Assembly resource book. Will list all feast days whose 
people and events are pertinent to Jubilee anniversary and provide fact sheet and 
assembly homily for school programs. 

6. Program- Teacher workshops. Regional and single parish workshops will focus on 
church history as well as curriculum and extra-curricular ideas for making this 
interesting and pertinent to students. 

7. Program- Retreats/seminars. Our Y2 day retreats ("Changing Hearts One at a Time") 
and special-subject seminars ("What Does It Mean to be the First Christian Nation?") 
will focus on early Armenian Church history. 

8. Program- Jubilee Program. A celebration at the diocese or in one region created and 
coordinated by Diocesan departments. 

* Mikaelian Fund is a possibility to be used for these projects. 



.. 

DYM's Proposals for 1700 Jubilee 

1. Service Program- Call on Annenian youth around the Diocese to serve as volunteers 
in their local communities. Goal: gather 1700 names to add to a register that will be 
housed in the Diocesan complex. Each participant will receive a King Drtad 
Certificate ofVolunteerism. Qualified service must have minimum requirements, as 
well as a log indicating service conducted. 

2. An essay writing contest entitled "The Armenian Church's Influence in my Life", 
which will include St. Gregory, my pastor, Sunday School, etc. Award $1700 
scholarship to top submissions in each category, being High School Senior and 
College Freshman. Publish top 17 essays submitted. Or offer 17 $1,000 scholarships. 
Or open to each year in High School and College. Or offer scholarships to 17 
participants to attend St. Nersess Sununer Conferences. 

3. Call on local parish youth to raise funds to donate books on Annenian Church history 
to their local school/public library. The Diocese to provide list of recommended 
books and list to be provided to local libraries prior to purchase to ensure addition to 
local library. 

4. 17-mile walk/bike/run-a-than to raise funds to provide books on Armenian Church 
history to local parishes and/or for purchase of books to be donated to local libraries 
(see item 3 above). The Diocese to provide list of recommended books. 



.. 

ALLARC'S Projects for the 1700 Jubilee 

Decors, Prizes, Hotel, Foods, Transportation, Honorarium, Artistic Director, Printing, 
Video, Publicity 

A Musical presented by the students "The Year 301" 
Exhibition "The First Armenian Church" 
Oral Contest "The Armenian Church: History and Traditions 
Reading Contest "Christianity in Armenia 
Spelling Contest "301 Words: The First Christian Nation" 
Internet "Armenia: We Are #1" 
One-Day Tour to Armenia For Children ages 3 to 15 

Let's Visit to Holy Places · 
Illuminated Map of Armenia 

With Taddeus and Bartholomew 
The New Testament- Workshops 

12 Workshops with 12 Scholars in 12 Different Cities 

CQSl 
$2,000 

300 
300 
300 
300 

1,000 

1,000 

300 

2,000 

$7,500 



1700 Anniversary Committee Meeting 
Wednesday, April12, 2000, 3:00 pm 

Attendance: Archbishop Khajag Barsamian, Fr. Krikor Maksoudian, Mr. Michael 
Haratunian, Mr. Aram Arkun, Mr. George Kassis and Ms. Karen Bedrosian Richardson. 

The meeting convened at 3:20PM with Archbishop Khajag Barsamian offering the 
opening prayer. The minutes ofthe meeting of March 16, 2000 were approved as revised. 
Michael Haratunian stated that this committee has been meeting for one year discussing 
programs and activities for the 17001

h Anniversary celebration. After one year of thinking 
it is time to go to work and implement the ideas that have been discussed. 

1. Exhibit: Mr. Haratunian reported that, as previously decided, we would not 
proceed with the original exhibit program with the University of Michigan. We 
will, however, explore the possibility of a mini-exhibit in conjunction with the 
concert. Karen Bedrosian Richardson has agreed to chair the sub-committee for 
this exhibit. She will work with the Primate in examining the items that the 
Diocese has in its archives and their condition. They will also look into questions 
ofpackaging, transport and insurance, etc. ifthe exhibit were to travel with the 
concert to different parishes. 

2. Concert: Mr. Haratunian reported that Saban Arzruni would travel to Armenia 
this summer to audition choral groups and decide which group will perform at the 
concert. Mr. Arzruni will be asked to form a concert sub-committee. The New 
York concert is tentatively scheduled for the last week of October 2001. If the 
local parishes are agreeable, the concert could be performed in Boston, Detroit, 
Washington, DC, Philadelphia, Chicago, Boca Raton and Providence. The budget 
for the New York concert appears as attachment 1. 

3. Teaching Role of the Church: The six pamphlets will be ready at the end ofthe 
year. George Kassis was asked to prepare a budget. 60,000 of each pamphlet will 
be printed, of which 38,000 will be mailed to the Diocesan mailing list and the 
rest sent to the parishes for local distribution. 

4. Ecumenical Service: The Primate will be meeting with the National Council of 
Churches on May 151

h and will have further information to provide to the 
committee at its next meeting. 

5. Youth: Michael Haratunian stated that youth activities must be planned at the 
parish and regional levels. Fr. Untzag will be asked to speak to Fr. Vasken to 
prepare a proposal for these activities. 

6. Major Religious Event: A sub-committee is being formed to plan this event. 



7. Academic: Fr. Krikor presented a revised schedule, which appears as attachment 
l, for a conference and symposium to take place during the second week of 
September 2001. The conference panels will discuss contemporary issues while 
the symposium will deal with more academic topics. Simon Balian, Arda 
Haratunian and Karen Bedrosian Richardson will be asked to serve on the sub
committee for the conference. 

8. Public Relations: George Kassis presented the logo and letterhead submitted by 
Annen Garabedian. Suggestions and changes will be forwarded to Mr. 
Garabedian and he will be asked to incorporate them and submit new samples. 
Suggested as text for the banner were: "1700 Years in Affirmation of 
Christianity" and "The Enlightenment of the Armenian Nation." 

9. Fundraising: An informal meeting was held on March 19,2000 ofthe tentative 
fundraising subcommittee. The draft of the minutes of that meeting appears as 
attachment 3. 

10. Parish Activities: The Primate reported that he will be meeting with a group of 
clergy this coming week and he will discuss with them parish activities for the 
1700th Anniversary. 

11. Pilgrimage: George Kassis reported that the pilgrimage to historic Armenia 
would be a 1 0-day trip. The pilgrims will travel to Caeserea. From there, the 
pilgrims will be divided into groups to visit their ancestral lands (Adana, Aintab, 
Sivas and Diyarbekir). The pilgrims will then reunite in Kars and travel to Ani 
from where they will cross into Armenia. An extension of stay in Armenia could 
also be offered. 

12. Next Meeting: The next meeting is scheduled for Thursday, June 1, 2000 at 2:00 
PM in the Tahlij at the Diocese of the Armenian Church. 

The meeting adjourned at 5:00PM with the Primate offering the closing prayer. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Beijouhi Saladin 



The 1700 Anniversary Concert in New York 

EXPENSES 
(Based on a 3-day stay) 

1. Round trip travel expenses from Armenia, including 
American visas, departure fees and ground transportation 
for 26 people @ $1 ,250 each 

2. Honoraria and per diem 

3. Hotel (Milbourne) 

4. Publicity 

5. Fees for local soloists 

6. Commission for an occasional composition 

7. Production expenses 

8. Miscellaneous 

1. Ticket sales 
100 center front @ $1 00 
200 side front @ $50 
300 back seats @ $25 

INCOME 

60 complimentary tickets for major donors 

2. Sponsors 

Total: 

Total: 

Attachment 1 

$32,500 

2,000 

5,500 

4,000 

2,000 

1,500 

5,000 

2,500 

$55,000 

$10,000 
10,000 
7,500 

0 

$20,000 

$55,000 



Attachment 2 

170ffh Anniversary of Christianization of Armenia 

Conference 
(Saturday, 00 May, 2001) 

The Armenian Church in the 21st Century 

• Panel I (10:00 am to 12:00 pm) 
The new constitution and the need to restore discipline in the 
administration of church affairs: A critical review of the draft of the 
new constitution. 

Chairman: Richard Tarvezian 
Speakers: Fr. Zaven Arzoumanian 

Fr. Haigazoun Melkonian 
Simon Balian 

• Lunch break (12:00 to 2:00pm) 

• Panel II (2:00pm to 4:00pm) 
The hierarchical setup and the role of the catholicate of All Armenians 

Chairman: Dr. Dennis Papazian 
Speakers: Fr. Arten Ashjian 

Fr. Garabed Kochakian 
Fr. Zenob Nalbandian 

• Break ( 4:00 to 4:30pm) 

• Panel III (4:30pm to 6:30pm) 
Reforms needed in the Armenian Church: Contemporary issues on a 
parish level-euthanasia, divorce and cohabitation, intermarriage, 
immigration issues, women in the church, language issue. 

Chairman: Dr. Garo Garibian 
Speakers: Fr. Karekin Kasparian 



Fr. Mardiros Chevian 
Dr. Ani Bakalian 

PANEL DISCUSSION: THE UNITY ISSUE 
(7:30PM) 

Chairman: Fr. Mampre Kouzouian 
Speakers: Michael Haratunian 

Onnic Marashian 
Ed Chapian 
Fr. Dajad Davidian 



170ffh Anniversary of Christianization of Armenia 

Symposium 
(Saturday, 00 September, 200 l) 

Panel I (1 0:00am to 12:00 pm): Pre-Gregorid Armenian Christianity 
Chairman: Dr. Robert Mirak 

lecture 1 - 10:00 am to 10:20 am 
Prof. Peter Cowe- the Syriac influence 

lecture 2- 10:20 am to 10:40 am 
Prof. Nina Garsoian- the Greek influence 

lecture 3 - 10:40 am to 11:00 am 
Prof. James Russell- the Iranian influence 

question and answer period- 11:00 am to 12:00 pm 

Panel II (2:00pm to 4:00pm): Early Armenian Christian 
Weltanshauung 

Chairman: Prof. Nishan Parlakian 
lecture 1-2:00 pm to 2:20pm 

Dr. Levon Avdoyan- Early Armenian view of the 
Secular World 

lecture 2- 2:20pm to 2:40pm 
Dr. Hagop Nersoyan -Early Armenian theology 

lecture 3-2:40 pm to 3:00pm 
Dr. Abraham Terian - Influence of Philonic 

Literature 
question and answer period-3:00pm to 4:00pm 

Panel III (4:30pm to 6:30pm): Revival and Development 
Chairman: Prof. Ina McCabe Baghdiantz 

lecture 1-4:30 pm to 4:50pm 
Prof. Robert Hewsen- Bagratid Revival 

lecture 2-4:50 pm to 5:10pm 
Dr. Robert Bedrossian - Zakarid Revival 

lecture 3-5:10 pm to 5:30pm 
Dr. V azken Ghugasian- 1 th Century Revival 

Question and answer period-5:30pm to 6:30pm 



Draft for comments 

Armenian Spiritual Leadership Fund 
Prepare leadership that talks to your children as to you 

(Notes from the infonnal meeting held Sunday, March 19, 2000) 

Objective: 

Attachment 3 

To Make the Armenian Church significant in the life of every Armenian and 
his/her familv. 

Background: 
The Armenian Church has, for 1700 years, been the bedrock upon which we have 

maintained our heritage and spiritual values. The Church is the one institution where all 
Armenians come together to connect with their identities as Armenian Christians. It is 
the center and focus of our communities throughout all of America and around the world. 
The challenge is to prepare the leadership of tomorrow and to make the Armenian Church 
in America relevant and meaningful to the coming generations. 1700 years ago St. 
Gregory the Illuminator took the extraordinary step of bringing Christianity to Armenia 
and establishing the first Christian nation in the whole world. Today as we celebrate this 
great occasion, we invite you to take an extraordinary step towards our future as 
Armenian Christians. 

Today, over 600,000 Armenians live in the geographical region of the Eastern 
Diocese. To minister adequately we need to take extraordinary steps to move forward 
with the spiritual preparation and continuous education of pastoral and lay leaders of the 
Church to meet the spiritual needs of our children as well as our spiritual needs. 
Estimating one pastor for every 5,000 Armenians, the Church needs 120 clergy, as 
contrasted with fewer than 50 at present. While lay leaders are normally involved on a 
part-time, and usually volunteer basis, lay leadership needs are even greater, and at the 
moment hardly attended to. If we estimate one lay leader for every 1,000 Armenians, 
some 600 persons need to be trained. 

The Armenian Spiritual Leadership Fund is aimed at ensuring adequate funding to 
attract, develop and nurture this pastoral and lay leadership in the service of the Church, 
and thus will benefit every Armenian and every Armenian Church, both directly and 
indirectly. 

Specific Purposes: 
Training of future pastors 
Continuous education of serving pastors 
Pastor sabbaticals 
Orienting and training of Parish Council members 
Orienting and training of Diocesan Delegates 
Training ofDiocese and Parish staff responsible for church-wide programs 
Preparing the next generation of youth leaders, parish council members, 
Diocesan delegates and church-wide program leaders at the Diocesan level. 



Important Initial First Steps: 

1. Agree on a symbol 
2. Fonn the Larger Committee and agree on its Executive Team. 
3. Build a consensus among the clergy to support and promote the initiative 
4. Plan the coming out event 
5. Investigate how to contact Sam Simonian and his partner Akulian as 

possible major donors. 

Next Meeting: 
It was agreed to convene the next meeting on Saturday, April29 at 9 a.m. 

George Kassis 
Rapporteur 



Month 1st Week 

January Christmas 
kick-off 

February 

March Pamphlet #2 

April 

Pamphlet #3 
May Diocesan 

Assembly 

June Ecumenical 

July Pamphlet #4 

August 

September Pamphlet #5 

October 

Pamphlet #6 
November Concert-

Parishes 

December 

1700th Anniversary Celebration 
Tentative Schedule 

Year 2001 

2nd Week 3rd Week 4th Week 

Pamphlet #1 

Conference-
New York 

Pilgrimage Pilgrimage 

Symposium-
New York 

Concert-
Parishes 

5th Week 

New York 
weekend 
event 

New York 
Concert 



TO: 

FROM: 

RE: 

DATE: 

DIOCESE OF THE ARMENIAN CHURCH OF AMERICA 
un-UQ\..nr'1-n~f()-t>~\.. ~usns Utrbrt>~.:JUBt> urot>bl.bU\.. lil'btrt> 

Archbishop Khajag Barsamian, Primate 

1700th Anniversary Committee 

Fr. Untzag Nalbandian 
~--\). ._f_ 

Recommended Parish activities and projects 

February 18, 2000 

Enclosed you will find the projects and proposals of the DRE, ALLARC, DYM and my 
office. If you have questions, please feel free to call me. 

6.10 SECOND AVENUE, NEW YORK NY 10016-4806 TFL.EPHONE 212.6860710 FAX 212.7793558 



Projects of the 
Director of Programs & Ministries 

1. A video pilgrimage of St. Gregory's life & vision. 
(Estimated cost: $1500.00) 

2. Publications/booklets (in Armenian & English) on the following six feasts, which 
are related either to St. Gregory's life or his vision and ministry. They are as 
follows: 

a. Feast of sons & grandsons of St. Gregory the Enlightener 
b. Feast of St. Gregory the Enlightener- Commitment to the pit 
c. Feast of St. Gregory the Enlightener- Deliverance from the pit 
d. Feast of the Universal Church of Holy Etchmiadzin 
e. Feast of St. Gregory the Enlightener- Discovery of his relics 
f. Feast of Holy Shoghagat 
g. Feast of Sts. Tiridates the King and Queen Ashkhen 

Each feast should be assigned to one of the Church organizations (e.g. Choir, 
Women's Guild, ACYOA, etc.). The organization will encourage its members to 
participate in one of the above celebrations and worship service. 

Publications will include a brief description of the above feasts/events and say 
what they mean to us today. A spiritual message can also be included. 
(Estimated cost: $3000.00-4000.00) 

3. Contest- 1700111 Jubilee Song and 1700111 Jubilee Poem. 
One for ages up to 18, the other for ages 19 and up. Winners will receive awards 
(an encyclical from His Holiness should be encouraged). 

4. Parishes to recruit one seminary student for St. Nersess. A minimum of 17 
seminarians will be admitted to St. Nersess Seminary to ensure the continuation 
of the work and mission of St. Gregory the Illuminator in our Diocese. (Of course, 
St. Nersess Seminary's administration will select the seventeen). 

5. An Ecumenical Service should be prepared on this Jubilee to be used in 
uniformity by our parishes. 

6. Publish a booklet which will include 17 prayers from 17 Armenian Church 
fathers/saints, as well as gather 17 major events from our Church history. 
(Estimated cost: $1500.00) 



DRE's Programs/Publications for the 17001
h Jubilee 

1. Publication- A drama on the conversion of Armenia, commissioned from playwright 
Diane Bairamian for use in the parishes as a parish-wide program. Can be translated 
into Armenian and Russian. To be issued with a list of ideas for its application. 
*(Estimated cost $3,000) 

2. Publication- A Change of Heart: Meditations on the Saints and the Story of 
Armenia's Conversion. A Lenten reflection workbook. Can be translated into 
Armenian and Russian. *(Estimated cost $5,000) 

3. Publication- Adult self/group-study guide of Agathangelos' 51
h century source, The 

Conversion of Armenia. Will enable parishioners to familiarize themselyes with the 
actual story and discuss it in an evening or afternoon session. *(Estimated cost 
$2,000) 

4. Publication- A Sunday School Jubilee planner to be issued in September. A simple 
list of ways the schools can incorporate the anniversary into their school year. 

5. Publication- Feast Day Assembly resource book. Will list all feast days whose 
people and events are pertinent to Jubilee anniversary and provide fact sheet and 
assembly homily for school programs. 

6. Program- Teacher workshops. Regional and single parish workshops will focus on 
church history as well as curriculum and extra-curricular ideas for making this 
interesting and pertinent to students. 

7. Program- Retreats/seminars. Our Y2 day retreats ("Changing Hearts One at a Time") 
and special-subject seminars ("What Does It Mean to be the First Christian Nation?") 
will focus on early Armenian Church history. 

8. Program- Jubilee Program. A celebration at the diocese or in one region created and 
coordinated by Diocesan departments. 

* Mikaelian Fund is a possibility to be used for these projects. 



DYM's Proposals for 1700 Jubilee 

1. Service Program- Call on Armenian youth around the Diocese to serve as volunteers 
in their local communities. Goal: gather 1700 names to add to a register that will be 
housed in the Diocesan complex. Each participant will receive a King Drtad 
Certificate ofVolunteerism. Qualified service must have minimum requirements, as 
well as a log indicating service conducted. 

2. An essay writing contest entitled "The Armenian Church's Influence in my Life", 
which will include St. Gregory, my pastor, Sunday School, etc. Award $1700 
scholarship to top submissions in each category, being High School Senior and 
College Freshman. Publish top 17 essays submitted. Or offer 17 $1,000 scholarships. 
Or open to each year in High School and College. Or offer scholarships to 17 
participants to attend St. Nersess Summer Conferences. 

3. Call on local parish youth to raise funds to donate books on Armenian Church history 
to their local school/public library. The Diocese to provide list of recommended 
books and list to be provided to local libraries prior to purchase to ensure addition to 
local library. 

4. 17-mile walk/bike/run-a-then to raise funds to provide books on Armenian Church 
history to local parishes and/or for purchase of books to be donated to local libraries 
(see item 3 above). The Diocese to provide list of recommended books. 



; 

ALLARC'S Projects for the 1700 Jubilee 

Decors, Prizes, Hotel, Foods, Transportation, Honorarium, Artistic Director, Printing, 
Video, Publicity 

A Musical presented by the students "The Year 301" 
Exhibition "The First Armenian Church" 
Oral Contest "The Armenian Church: History and Traditions 
Reading Contest "Christianity in Annenia 
Spelling Contest "301 Words: The First Christian Nation" 
Internet "Armenia: We Are #1" 
One-Day Tour to Armenia For Children ages 3 to 15 

Let's Visit to Holy Places · 
Illuminated Map of Armenia 

With Taddeus and Bartholomew 
The New Testament- Workshops 

12 Workshops with 12 Scholars in 12 Different Cities 

CQ.st 
$2,000 

300 
300 
300 
300 

1,000 

1,000 

300 

2,000 

$7,500 
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PR~tJE~TS T~ ~ELEBRA. TE THE 2~~1 
THE ~REA. T ti1JBILEE 

It is easy to brag about the fact that we were the First nation to accept Christianity. It is not only 
childish it also provokes the reaction of so what? It will be more meaningful if we spent time to 
learn the impact that this acceptance had on our nation, our culture. What we gave up, what 
we accepted, what are the basics elements of our religion that distinguishes it from other 
Christian religions.? What makes us unique and what are the obligations of this uniqueness.? 
The projects that we have chosen aim to help the listeners to become more knowledgeable in 
every aspects of our religion strenghten our faith and give us the necessary willingness to want 
to make a difference .. 

Participants and Organizers 

Decors, Awards, Hotel, Foods, Transportation, Honorariums, Artistic Directors, Printing, Video, 
Publicity, Computer Expert 

~ M1JSI~~L 

''The Year 301" 

The Armenian Schools' Students with Narrations, Songs, Orchestra, 
Dance and Poems will present the story of the introduction of Christianity 
in Armenia. The text as well as the directives will be given to all 
Diocesan Armenian Schools to present this Musical by 
Regions or in each Parishes 
Ages 3 to 18 

Expenses: $2,000 

1 
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PIJDLI~ATIQl\1- QPERA 

For Youngsters - The First Christians· 

Dr. Socrates Boyadjian is working on this opera. The youngsters will 
have the opportunity to present the story of the first christians in a 
more sophisticated way. The whole Armenian Community 
members will benefit from this project 

Expenses: $2,000 

ART EXHIDITIQl\l 

''The First Armenian Church" When? Why? Who? What? 

All Diocesan Armenian Schools students will participate 
The opening ot the Exhibition will be held on the Etchmiadzin Day 
The Artworks will be sold to establish a Fund for the Diocesan Armenian Schools. 
Ages 3 to 12 

Expenses: $300 

QRA.L ~Ql\JTEST: F A~TS - VERSES - PRAYERS 

''The Armenian Church: History And Traditions 

100 Questions on the History of the Armenian Church and traditions 
in Armenian/English as well as the directives will be given to schools 
to organize this contest. The students will receive the "Holy Etchmiadzin" Award. 
Ages 3 to 18 

Expenses: $300 

REA.Uil\1~ ~Ql\JTEST 

"Christianity In Armenia" 

The story of Christianity in Armenia and the Diaspora in 31evels: Beginner, 
Intermediate and Advanced as well as the directives will be given to schools to organize 
this contest. 
The winners will receive "St. Gregory" Award 
Ages 8 to 18 

Expenses: $300 

2 



SPELLII\J~ ~Ql\JTEST 

"301 Words: The First Christian Nation" 

301 words on Armenia and Christianity in Armenia as well as the directives 
will be given to schools to organize this contest. 
The winners will receive "King Drtad" Award 
Ages 8 to 18 

Expenses: $300 

QNE-gA Y TQ\JR TQ ARMENIA 

Let's Visit The Holy Places 

4 - hour program for children . 
They will learn with Songs, Arts & Crafts, Poems. Prayers, Cheers, Verses, 
Crosswords, Wonderwords and Games about the places and the stories before and 
after the introduction of christianity in Armenia related to King Drtad, St. Gregory and 
Thaddeus and Barhtolomew 
Ages 3 to 12 

Expenses: $1 ,000 

THE NEW TESTAMENT- WQR"SHQPS & P\JULI~ATIQN 

In The Footsteps Of The 12 Apostles 
1 2 Workshops with 12 Scholars in 12 Cities 

12 Scholars will be selected to visit 12 Regions 
to conduct workshops on the New Testament and 
the Translations of the Bible 
the example of the first illuminators 

Expenses: $2,000 

LI~HTEg MA.P QF A.RMEI\JIA. 

Thaddeus & Bartholomew: The First Illuminators Of Armenia 

Each Armenian School will be in charge of displaying a big 
Map of Armenia with the First Illuminators in the center of the map and 
52 bulbs around the map. 
Each bulb will be donated by individuals or organizations. 

3 



One light will be lit each Sunday by the donors 
The first light will be lit on the First Illuminators' Day 

Expenses: $300 

11\JTERl\JET 

"1\rmenia: We 1\re # 1" 

A page will be prepared to inform the public 
about the contribution of the Armenians to the Christian Religion 

Expenses: $1 ,000 

1\JQTE: 

While working on the above presented projects, we should have in mind that the "Creativity 
and the Inspiration" will most probably force us to make some changes to make them more 
interesting, attractive and meaningful. 

/~ 
- _..--· -___ ------' 1 /'1 

, .' ·. I \ -, 
.:\ ~.,_- '_J -~ ,_ .- -' .:-· - J \ 
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Minutes of Meeting with Clergy Committee for the 1700th Anniversary of the 
Conversion of Armenia to Christianity 

May 16,2000 

1. The meeting was opened with a prayer led by the Primate at 1:45 p.m. Present were Rev. 
Frs. Papken Anoushian, Diran Bohajian, Daniel Findikyan, Vazken Karayan, Karekin 
Kasparian, Untzag Nalbandian and Simeon Odabashian. Rev. Frs. Vertanes Kalayjian 
and Garabed Kochakian were absent. 

2. The Primate introduced the purpose of this committee for the benefit of those attending 
for the first time. The purpose is to ascertain the clergies' input concerning the 
preparation of a guidebook for parish activities in commemoration of the 1 700th 
anniversary. The clergies' opinions and evaluations on proposed plans are essential as to 
which programs are likely to be successfully implemented on the parish level. 
The following plans are in the works: Catholicos' visit to New York to be organized by 
young professional group, symposia by ZIC, booklets on church teaching by SNS, choir 
from Armenia, pilgrimage to historic Armenia - In the Steps of St. Gregory. A video of 
the pilgrimage will be prepared and disseminated to the parishes. 

3. Other ideas: 
Contest for the youth to compose appropriate song and poetry. 
SNS to accept 1 7 new students. 
Ecumenical service booklet. 
Prayerbook with 1 7 prayers. 

4. Intent: Recommit ourselves to the faith of St. Gregory. 

5. Specific Programs 

A. 4 Parish wide commemorations tied to feasts related to St. Gregory 
I. Sons and Grandsons of St. Gregory in February 
II. Entrance into the Pit in March 

Perhaps the meal can be simple with just bread and salt in remembrance 
of St. Gregory's imprisonment. 

III. Hripsime, Gayane, Deliverance from the Pit, Etchmiadzin, Shoghagat, 
Trdat & Ashkhen in June 
June will be declared the "Month of Pilgrimage - In the Steps of St. 
Gregory" 

IV. Holy Translators in October 
Pilgrimage video would be viewed at the October commemoration. 

After some discussion it was decided that the above should take place on appointed 
Saturday evenings. 
Public relations is essential to successful implementation 
Half hour service based on our tradition with readings and appropriate hymns (and 
translations) available for the congregation. 
Involve as many as possible in the service especially the youth. 
Children can be involved in passing out and lighting parishioners' candles. 
The booklet will include the text of the service in Armenian, English and perhaps 
Russian; story of the feast and its meaning for us today. 
The service will be followed by a meal. Church organizations can be asked to organize 
each event. 



Suggestion that the 200 1 diocesan calendar indicate all of the special commemorations. 
Guidebook will give suggestions on how to celebrate each feast, with resources including 
pertinent works from Armenian literature, speakers, plays, recitations. 

B. Opening of 1700th Anniversary 
This will take place with a short prayer service following Divine Liturgy on Sunday, 
January 14, 2001. There will be no Hokehankist that day. An appropriate icon of St. 
Gregory will be massed produced for the parish to be displayed in a prominent place. On 
the opening day this will be blessed perhaps anointed with Muron and a lantern -
Loosavorchi Gantegh with be lit in front of it. It was suggested that people take the flame 
home with them. Prayer cards with the above icon and with a prayer of rededication will 
be distributed. All will recite the prayer together. 
An explanation of the legend of Loosavorchi Gantegh will be made available to the 
public. 
The concepts of the baptismal vows- Faith, Hope and Love should be incorporated in the 
prayer. 

C. Service for the closing of the 1700th anniversary will take place on a Sunday in 
December, 200 1 

D. Ecumenical Service 
Primate suggested that our clergy approach local ecumenical organizations to see the 
possibility of having the 17001

h anniversary commemorative ecumenical service hosted 
by a non-Armenian congregation. Ideally the local ecumenical body will be the organizer. 

6. The Sourcebook will have two categories: 
I. mandatory programs 
2. optional recommended activities 

Bible study guide geared to the theme of recommitment to span the year 2001. 
Sermon outlines following a similar theme. 

7. Miscellaneous Ideas 
Parishes should set up special booths at bazaars and festivals to distribute information to 
the community at large concerning the 17001

h anniversary. 
Vocation Sunday will emphasize the importance of the priesthood. Clergy can give 
testimonies concerning their calling on that occasion. The goal will be to encourage men 
to consider the priesthood. 
17001

h anniversary souvenirs should be mass produced - such as pens, pins, crosses, icon 
magnets, key chains 
A schedule of the yearlong activities will be printed in bulletins and newsletters. 

8. Clergy were asked to review proposed plans of the departments and think of other ideas 
for the commemoration to be discussed at the next meeting- Wednesday, May 31 11-12:30. 
The meeting ended with a prayer at 4:00 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Fr. Simeon Odabashian 



Minutes of Meeting with Clergy Committee for the 1700th Anniversary of the 
Conversion of Armenia to Christianity 

April13,2000 

1. The meeting was opened with a prayer led by the Primate at 1 :30 p.m. Present 
were Rev. Frs. Daniel Findikyan, Vertanes Kalayjian, Karekin Kasparian, and 
Simeon Odabashian. Absent from this first committee meeting were Rev. Frs. 
Garabed Kochakian and Haigazoun Melkonian. 

2. The Primate explained that this committee was formed with the intent of planning 
specific programs to be implemented on the parish level in commemoration of 
the 1700tn anniversary. It was asked if the other North American dioceses would 
be on the committee. The Primate expressed that logistically this would be 
difficult, however they will be notified of our activities and any traveling events 
could be brought to the Western and Canadian dioceses depending on interest. 

3. The Primate reviewed the following activities slated for 2001: art exhibit, concert 
of sacred music to be performed by musicians from Armenia, pamphlets covering 
the teachings of the Armenian Church, major ecumenical service in Washington 
- May 2001 , youth weekend with the Catholicos and major outdoor Divine Liturgy 
in May 2001, academic programs on contempory issues and history, major fund
raising activity to benefit leadership training for lay and clergy (goal of $8 million), 
pilgrimage to historical and present Armenia. 

4. Projects of the director of Programs and Ministries, ORE, DYM and ALLARC 
were reviewed and commented on. 

5. Plans for the parishes: local ecumenical services, the above mentioned art 
exhibit and concert will travel to various regions. Fr. Vertanes mentioned Hrant 
Markarian from Armenia, who has created a dramatic retelling of the story of the 
conversion of Armenia. This could be used in the Diocese. 

Seven feasts of St. Gregory will be commemorated in a special way during the 
jubilee year. This will consist of a Divine Liturgy preferably on the actual day of 
the feast, a meal and program sponsored by one of the church organizations, a 
specially written prayer, song and retelling of the story. It was suggested that a 
booklet be prepared for each feast including the sharagan of the day with music 
and translation, newly composed prayer, story of the feast and its message for 
today, pledge or rededication (recommitment) formula to be recited together. 
Fr. Vertanes suggested we have only four feasts and "agape" meals. 
Women Saints day that year will be in honor of Sts. Ashkhen and Khosrovitookht. 

A special prayer to be prepared for the opening and closing of the jubilee year. 
Perhaps a special candle and banner will be distributed to the parishes. 

Encourage the youth to exhibit their artistic talents: art, music, drama. A contest 
to create a theme song to be sung to open events throughout the jubilee year. 
On-going column in the Armenian press concerning the anniversary. Regional 



leadership retreats with emphasis on spiritual renewal. "we are always proud of 
being the first Christian nation, the challenge is to be the best" 

Fr. Vertanes recommended that parish programs emphasis the development of 
lay ministries, calling and empowering of the laity and the concept of discipleship. 
Laity can be trained to lead bible studies and give homilies, hospital and shut-in 
visits, stewardship. etc. Parish Council members need training in their true 
"spiritual" mission. 

An appropriate picture of St. Gregory be chosen to be mass-produced and sent 
out to the parishes and/or prayer cards with the same picture. 
Fr. Daniel suggested that a special effort be made to popularize Agathangelos' 
history. There exists an excellent retelling of the history in ORE Armenian Church 
Classics series. 
Fr. Vertanes suggested that ACYOA publish relevant books in the name of 
ACYOA. 

6. There was considerable discussion on a Logo and theme of the 1700ttt 
commemoration. Since there does not seem to be an appropriate logo for the 
international commemoration, the Diocese will be creating its own, which will 
reflect the themes of enlightenment, rededication, renewal and commitment to . 
the vision of St. Gregory. It was suggested that the theme of "Etchmiadzin" that is 
the descent of Christ into the Armenian nation be utilized to affirm that this is to 
be a Christ-centered celebration. 

The Primate said that this is a chance to return to our spiritual roots and in 
Yeghishe's words, 'We know the Church as our mother and the Gospel as our 
father." 

Whatever specific theme that is chosen must be communicated to all the 
departments so that they can re-evaluate their plans and projects for the 1700ttt 
anniversary in light of this theme. 

Fr. Vertanes spoke at length about the need to have a shorter version of the 
Divine Liturgy for use on an experimental and exceptional basis during the 
coming year. This form would not replace the Sunday Divine Liturgy, but would 
be used on other days. The Primate asked that this be brought up at the clergy 
conference. 

7. The next meeting will be on Tuesday, May 16 from 1-4 p.m. 

8. The Primate closed the meeting at 4:30 with a prayer. 

Respectfully submitted, 

~~o-d~ 
Fr. Simeon Odabashian 



1700th Anniversary Committee Meeting 
Wednesday, January 12, 2000, 2:00pm 

Agenda 

1. Review Minutes- December 8, 1999 

2. Activities: 

;. Exhibits 

J. Concert 

• Teaching Role of Church 

• Ecumenical Service 

• Youth 

j • Major Religious Event - ~tV'J~A ptt.- ~, 1/' l' h CS. 

• Academic 

• Public Relations 

• Fund Raising & Budgets 

• Parish Activities 

3. Next Meeting 



1700 Anniversary Committee Meeting 
Wednesday, December 8, 1999 4:00pm 

Attendance: Archbishop Khajag Barsamian, Fr. Krikor Maksoudian, Mr. Michael 
Haratunian, Mr. Aram Arkun, Mr. Sahan Arzruni, Mr. Richard Dabagian, Mr. George 
Kassis, Fr. Vasken Kouzouian, Fr. Untzag Nalbandian, Ms. Karen Bedrosian Richardson 
and Mr. Jon Simonian. 

The meeting convened at 4:05 PM with Archbishop Khajag Barsamian offering the 
opening prayer. The minutes of the meeting ofNovember 10, 1999 were approved. 

1. Exhibits: The Primate and Mr. Haratunian spoke to Prof. Bardakjian and 
conveyed to him the decision of the committee that the Diocese will have to 
reconsider whether to co-sponsor the exhibit if a major donor is not found to 
underwrite the entire expense of such an exhibit. Prof. Bardakjian will work on 
finding a donor for the exhibit to be presented only at the University of Michigan. 
In the event that Prof. Bardakjian is successful in finding a donor and mounting 
the exhibit at the University, the Diocese would consider undertaking the 
coordination of mounting part of the exhibit at local museums, with the 
permission of the University of Michigan. The University of Michigan would 
contact local museums themselves and the Diocese would organize local 
committees to be in charge of raising funds, organizing the exhibit, etc. 

2. Concert: Mr. Arzruni reported that he envisions the concert being performed by a 
group of 22-24 performers, a quarter instrumental but mostly choral. He has heard 
some choirs in Armenia who specialize in performing religious music but has not 
decided on a particular group. Mr. Arzruni said there is rich material to choose 
from, both traditional and eclectic. 

It was agreed that the concert would be performed in a church in the Fall of2001. 
Mr. Arzruni suggested, and the committee agreed, that we could organize a 
touring concert with performances in New York, Philadelphia, Washington, DC, 
Detroit, Chicago, Providence, Boston and Boca Raton. The West Coast and 
Canada could also be included. Local parishes, which will host the concerts, 
would be responsible for the cost of travel, lodging, per diem for the performers, 
etc. Program books for each concert would be produced, with the Diocese 
receiving a portion of the income generated by these books. 

Mr. Arzruni proposed a budget of approximately $50,000 for the concert. 



3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 

10. 

Teaching Role of the Church: Although not present at this meeting, Fr. V ahan 
presented his proposal for the Booklets on the Armenian Church which appears as 
Attachment 1. The committee approved the proposed format and titles and a 
budget of$10,000. 

Ecumenical Service: There is no new information to report at the present time. 
The Primate will follow up. 

Youth: Fr. V asken presented a Youth Program Update which appears as 
Attachment 2. Fr. Vasken also suggested an annual youth pilgrimage to Jerusalem 
and Etchmiadzin. The committee commended Fr. V asken for his preparation and 
suggested that, as previously discussed, the youth event in Central Park be 
included in a major event to be organized by young Armenian professionals. It 
was suggested that this major event be scheduled for June of2001. Fr. Vasken 
was also encouraged to go ahead with plans for the cruise whether the Catholicos 
is able to or not. 

Major Religious Event: It was agreed that 1700th Anniversary Inaugural Event 
will be held on January 6, 2001. Special banners and candles will be distributed to 
each parish as was done for the 1 ooth Anniversary celebration of the Diocese. 

Academic: Fr. Krikor presented a proposal for a two-day Symposium on the 
1700th Anniversary of the Christianization of Armenian, which appears as 
Attachment 3. It was suggested that the symposium be videotaped and made 
available to the parishes. It was also suggested that two contemporary topics be 
presented at the Diocesan Assembly in 2001. 

Public Relations: Mr. Jon Simonian spoke with Barbara Mouk about working as 
a freelance PR person for the 1700th Anniversary. Ms. Mouk said she would work 
as a PR advisor in creating a dumb web site, communicating internally with 
Armenian people to build a database, advising on the publication of a monthly or 
bi-monthly newsletter, creating a print media database, creating a press kit, 
promoting news and customizing news for the local media. The timetable for this 
would be from one to six months and her fee would be $3000.00 per month. She 
would require full cooperation, accessibility to resources and trust and autonomy. 
It was agreed that a meeting would be arranged to include Ms. Mouk, the Primate, 
Mr. Haratunian, Mr. Kassis and Mr. Simonian. 

Fund Raising & Budgets: Michael Haratunian r~orted that a separate fund 
raising committee will be established for the 1700t Anniversary, as was done for 
the centennial celebration of the Diocese. He is currently in discussion with a 
number of individuals and will have a report to present to the committee at a 
future meeting. 

Parish Activities: Fr. Untzag reported that he will meet with the Diocesan 
Department heads on January 12th and prepare a proposal for the committee's 



consideration. The proposal will concentrate on uniform activities for all the 
parishes with the Diocese providing each parish with the resources to carry out 
these activities. 

11. Next Meeting: The next meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, January 12, 2000 
at 2:00 PM at the Diocese. 

The meeting adjourned at 5:50PM with the Primate offering the closing prayer. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Berjouhi Saladin 



Attachment 1 

1700th Anniversary of Baptism of Armenia by St. Gregory the 
Illuminator 

Booklets on the Armenian Church 

Series Title: 
The Church of the Armenians: Carrying the Cross of Jesus Christ for 1700 Years 

"Then Jesus told his disciples, "If any man would come after me, let him deny himself and take up his cross and 
follow me." 

[Matt. 16:24] 

Series Editors: 
Faculty of St. Nersess Seminary 

Overall Theme of Booklets 
The Armenian Church is part of the universal Church of Jesus Christ. Its main mission is to 
witness to his gospel, and to lead our people in discipleship and praise of God. The Armenian 
Church enriches the universal church with its own Christian history, tradition, practices; in short, 
by its distinctive and unique Christian witness. 

Titles: 
1. Christianity in Armenia and Among the Armenians - Fr. Simeon 

What is the Armenian Church? Where did it come from? What is its raison d'Btre and mission? 
What is its mission in America today? 

2 • The Armenian Church in the Christian World Today - Fr. Garabed 
Christian Denominations and Families, Relationship with Oriental Orthodox, Eastern 
Orthodox, Roman Catholic Church, Protestant Denominations, Sects, Jehovah's Witnesses, 
Mormons. Armenian Church in the WCC, NCC. Prospects for the future. 

3 • Teachings of the Armenian Church - Terian 
Basic teachings, distinctive features of Armenian Church doctrine. 

4 • The Voice of the Armenian Church Regarding Contemporary Moral Issues -

Homosexuality, Abortion, Sexuality, Contraception, Parenting and other 

5. Worship in the Armenian Church- Fr. Daniel 
Origin and development, distinctive features, liturgy. 

6. The Bible in the Armenian Church -Fr. Vahan 
Introduction to the Bible, Translation of the Bible, Use of the Bible in the Armenian Church, 
The Message of the Bible for Armenians Today. 

Physical Description: 
Booklets should be pocket-size, approximately 3.5" x 6" 
Black and White with one-color cover (each booklet will have a different colored cover). 
10-20 pages per booklet. 

Timetable: 
September 1, 2000: Booklets go to print. 
November 1, 2000: Booklets printed and distributed to parishes. 



1700th Anniversary Committee -Youth Program Update 
December 8, 1999 

Focus: Celebration and education. 

Attachment 2 

Target Audience: Children, young adults, and young families of the Armenian Church in 
America. 
Theme: The anniversary theme will be promoted throughout the DYM's 2001 programming. 
All existing programs sponsored by the DYM e.g. camps, retreats, forums, parish and college 
visitations, youth pilgrimages, etc., will focus on celebrating and educating the meaning of 1700 
years of Christianity in Armenia, both as a milestone and as a stepping stone. 

The DYM is currently developing youth programs created specifically for the 1700th anniversary. 
There is a preference to focus these programs in the vicinity of the Diocesan complex as the 
center of the Armenian Church in America. Additionally, the presence of a relic from Holy 
Etcluniadzin, such as the relic of St. Gregory the Illwninator, would make the commemoration(s) 
more tangible to the youth of the Church. 

At this point, several ideas are being discussed, with the understanding that only the most 
realistic and manageable will be pursued. The ideas are as follows: 

1. A weekend event held in a location attractive to young adults and families, in which 
many aspects ·of the milestone anniversary could be brought out to attendants. Possible 
locations include the Walt Disney World Resort in Florida, Central Park in New York, or 
a resort appropriate to the season. Such an event could incorporate several activities: an 
Armenian Picnic, a concert for children by a well known Armenian artist (Raffi?), an 
Armenian dance, forums or teaching programs by the staff of St. Nersess Seminary, 
administration of a survey/questionnaire to better understand our young families and 
youth. This weekend event would need to have the constant presence of a large number 
of clergy. The presence of the Catholicos would be beneficial to drawing attendants. 
Consideration should be given to busing attendants to and from parishes, providing hotel 
accommodations/reserving large blocks ofhotel space offering discounted rates, funding 
(at least partial) bussing to/from parishes, etc. Consideration for a location within New 
York may also include a large room within a Manhattan hotel (most likely the same 
hotel). 

2. A one-day event, held in Central Park, with a modified version of the program planned 
for the above weekend event. This modified one-day event would be more easily 
manageable, as well as allow for the participation of many more people who could afford 
to give one day's time opposed to an entire weekend. A national celebrity figure, a 
strong draw for attendants, may also be easier to schedule for a one-day event. 
Consideration should be given to busing attendants to and from parishes. 

3. "Armenian Family Celebration Cruise." A 4-5 day cruise for young families and 
young adults with His Holiness Karekin ll, the Primate (or perhaps the three Primates of 
North America), and the clergy of the diocese. It would be viewed as a milestone event 
that the Catholicos of All Armenians would offer four days of his time to spend with the 

Department of Youth Ministry• 145 Brattle Street, Cambridge. MA 021 38• Phone (61 7) 876-2700• Fax (61 7) 876-2266 
E-mail dym2000@gateway.net • Web address: http://www.armenianchurch.org/youth 



young families of the Armenian Church in America on the occasion of the 1700th 
anniversary. Audiences with the Catholicos could be scheduled throughout the cruise. 
The opportunity for small groups of 3-4 families/young adults to spend scheduled short 
periods oftime with His Holiness would be important to them for several reasons: they 
would feel that he wants to hear their voices, that he deems their concerns and issues as 
important, and that he is willing to begin addressing their needs as the Church enters into 
the next 1700 years. It is important to young families to meet and learn about the 
Catholicos and vice-versa. 

Since St. Nersess Seminary is the focal point for all funds raised, it would be important 
for the presence of the Seminary's staff and students to be part of the scheduled 
programming. Possibilities include offering short evening dialogues and lectures on 
issues related to the faith; however, it must be kept in mind that all programs would need 
to be geared to the layman. 

Several considerations should be given in planning this event. It would be beneficial to 
the overall success of the event if the diocese subsidized a portion of the costs per family 
attending, e.g. diocese pays for one night or subsidizes a small portion of each ticket 
purchased. This subsidy signals support by the diocese for the youth and the anniversary 
program. 

To date, the following information has been gathered: The cruise ships we would be 
interested in range in size, with the average size accommodating 1200 people. The 4-5 
day cruises out ofNew York generally travel to the Caribbean and cost approximately 
$399-$499 per person. Most cruise lines allow children under 18 years of age to travel 
free. A further reduced rate for clergy and their families would help ensure their 
participation. A baby-sitting service must be included and advertised. Junior ACYOA 
members could be offered free travel in exchange for their services of baby-sitting. 

The Catholicos' presence for a 4-5 day cruise would greatly enhance the appeal of this 
event. The Catholicos could be housed in a suite with all the conveniences of an office 
i.e. telephone, fax, email, receiving room etc. to continue with his daily work. At certain 
intervals throughout the day it would be arranged that he receive small groups of cruise 
participants for brief dialogues. A translator may be needed. Each participant of the 
cruise would be told in advance of his/her scheduled audience time. Evening group 
programs featuring the Catholicos could be considered, as well as dinners and/or 
banquets. The cruise could culminate with the celebration of the Divine Liturgy aboard 
ship. The possibilities are many- the experience unforgettable. 

Additionally, consideration would have to be given to the fact that all cruise ships feature 
several bars as well as casinos. This could be seen as inappropriate. Granted that if the 
diocese were to fill the entire cruise, then it would simply be a matter of dictating to the 
cruise company our preference. 

Department of Youth Ministry• 145 Braille Street, Cambridge, MA 02/38• Phone (617) 876-2700• Fax (6/7) 876-2266 
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Attachment 3 

170dh Anniversary of Christianization of Armenia 

Symposium 

Friday 

Panel I (10:00 am to 12:00 pm): Pre-Gregorid Armenian Christianity 
Chairman: Dr. Robert Mirak 

lecture 1- 10:00 am to 10:20 am 
Prof. Peter Co we - the Syriac influence 

lecture 2- 10:20 am to 10:40 am 
Prof. Nina Garsoian -the Greek influence 

lecture 3-10:40 am to 11:00 am 
Prof. James Russell- the Iranian influence 

question and answer period- 11 :00 am to 12:00 pm 

Panel II (2:00 pm to 4:00 pm): Early Armenian Christian 
Weltanshauung 

Chairman: Prof. Nishan Parlakian 
lecture 1 - 2:00 pm to 2:20 pm 

Dr. Levon Avdoyan- Early Armenian view of the 
Secular World 

lecture 2 - 2:20 pm to 2:40 pm 
Dr. Hagop Nersoyan- Early Armenian theology 

lecture 3 - 2:40 pm to 3 :00 pm 
Dr. Abraham Terian- Influence ofPhilonic 

Literature 
question and answer period-3:00pm to 4:00pm 

Panel III (4:30pm to 6:30pm): Revival and Development 
Chairman: Prof. Ina McCabe Baghdiantz 

lecture 1 ~ 4:30 pm to 4:50 pm 
Prof. Robert Hewsen - Bagratid Revival 

lecture 2-4:50 pm to 5:10pm 
Dr. Robert Bedrossian- Zakarid Revival 

lecture 3-5:10 pm to 5:30pm 
Dr. Vazken Ghugasian- 1 th Century Revival 

Question and answer period-5:30pm to 6:30pm 



Saturday 
Panel IV: (10:00 am to 12:00 am)- Religious literature 

Chairman: Prof. Kevork Bardakjian 
lecture 1 - 10:00 am to 10:20 am 

Fr. Taniel Findikian - liturgics 
lecture 2- 10:20 am to 10:40 am 

Fr. V ahan Hovhannesian- Armenian Bible 
lecture 3- 10:40 am to 11:00 am 

Ed Mathews - Exegetical literature 
question and answer period- 11 :00 am to 12:00 noon 

Panel V (2:00 pm to 4:00 pm)- history 
Chairman: Prof. Dennis Papazian 

lecture 1 - 2:00 pm to 2:20 pm .. , 
Prof. George Bournoutian- Polozhenje Sr · ,i~r\""'"""~~ 

lecture 2 - 2:20 pm to 2:40 pm 
Prof. Richard Hovannesian * - Church and state 

relations under the first republic 
lecture 3 - 2:40 pm to 3 :00 pm 

Rev. Dr. Zaven Arzoumanian- Soviet and 
i contemporary 

question and answer period- 3:00 to 4:00pm 

Panel VI ( 4:30 pm to 6:30 pm): Armenian Religious Art 
Chairman: Dr. Vartan Gregorian** 

lecture 1 - 4:30 pm to 4:50 pm 
Dr. Helen Evans - illuminated MSS 

lecture 2-4:50 pm to 5:10pm 
Shahan Arzruni - music 

lecture 3-5:10 pm to 5:30pm 
Prof. Thomas Mathews - architecture 

question and answer period-5:30pm to 6:30pm 

*Alternate- Dr. Ruben Adalian 
**Alternate- Mr. Minassian of the Kevorkian Foundation 

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 



BUDGET 

The estimated cost of running this conference will be confined within the 

limits of a budget of$21,000.00 dollars if honoraria are not paid. This will 

include the following expenses: 

- clerical work done in the office while preparing for the conference 

-telephone calls, bo~klet, ads, and so on: $2,000.00. 

- publication of booklets, pamphlets and ads connected with the 

conference: $3,000.00 

- transportation expenses: $5,000.00 

- lodging: $5,000.00 

- Food: $3,000.00 

- lecture hall expenses: $2,000.00 

- refreshments during the conference and panel discussion: 

$ 1000.00 

l 

If honoraria (at a mini111um of$200.00 per scholar) are paid, which is 
' 

of course the customary fashion, then the total cost will rise to about 

$25,000.00. 



TOt AJWJ ARKDN DIC. 6, /,P9 
J'R, XRIKOR NAlSOODIAN 

FAX ': 212-779-3558 

l"RCII: XMEN I6DRQS/AN RICHARDSON 

RE: FURTHER ANPLIFJC.4TIOH 01' PROPOSAL FOR "OPEN FOROIJ EXPLO!UNIJ PIJ'I'URE 
INFLUENCE$ ON AND DIRECT!ON OF THE ARHENIAN APOSTOLIC CHURCH IN 
THE 21ST C8NTURY." 

RATION,AU: A.S$0/tllNfJ THAT AN OROANIZATJON, IN ORDER TO THRIVE, HO.ST IE 
DY'NAHIC RATHER THAN STATIC, JT IS JNCVHBENT ON TFIE HENBERS OF THE 
ARHEN/AN CHURCH TO ANTICIPATE WHAT FACTOR$ WILL 88 AFI'ECTJNO 
SOCIETY AT LAROE AS liEU A$ 1'!1()88 I'ACroRS SPECIFIC TO '111E 
ARNENlAN COIIHONITY IN CR!JlR FOR THE CHURCH TO 81! Rl.SPONSIVE 
AND RENAJN RELEVANT IN THE LlfiES OF THE PEOPLE IN THE 21ST 
C8N'J'rJRT. flUE TO A VARIETY OP TRAGIC OEo-POL/TICAL CJRCVIISTANCE$ 
TH6 ARHEN/AN CHlJRCH AND THE ARHENIAN PEOPLE HAVE SPENT NO$'/ OF THE 
20TH CENT(JRY .STRfJOIJLINO TO J0$1' SORVlVE. AS liE BI!QIN THE 21ST 
C6N1VRT /!liTH A H()RI OR U$.$ AFFLUENT DJASPORA AND THE 
IN/)6PIND6~E OP THI HOI/ELAND, IT IS TINE TO .SHIFT OOR FOCQ.S 
FROII JUST SrJRVIV/NtJ TO THRJV/NO. 

PORNA"/1 PANEL PRIS8N1'ATION AND DISCQS.S/ON lOUOfJID BY AUDIENCE INPVT. 

A1 Ill" dJIQUIItld l••t ,.,.k, I IUIPit: 11 p.an•J o~ 5 ~pJ• pJu1 • 
df•r::UIIUI:. E..ah JMJJtllllt v~uld 6iVtl • JO •inuttt pr•••nt•liirm, th•n 
~~~ di~CIJIUIIt JI"UJd JHd • "r~und tabJ11" l:yptl of ditn:IJSITiDn •IDOU/16 the 
J'4,ntiU61:1 f()l" 20 mJnut:.• •ft•r whic::h t.h• alldient:• r~Duld be lrwUfKI to ••k 
qu••non• •nd add th.flir t'nput :f'Dr 50 minut~6-

TillE ALLOTTED: 2 BOORS 

TOPICS TO IE EXPLORED: VHAT FACTORS 11/LL INFLOENCE THE FUTlJRE /JIRECTJON 
OF 1'H6 ARHSNIAN APOSTOLIC CHIJRCH AND IN IIHAT flAY$. 

I•Jow •r• th• f•ot"r' that w idt~ntif'illd •t: our mHt:inl •• wei J ., #Qmtl 
IDII/11 Dthllrl t/wt; / hiiV. thDII6bt Df II IIDIJ. l IIJ-."Pf'Dt' th.tt thtl p.Aneli ltll 

wiiJ ••~h •J•D h•"• t:htlil' own 'lflt:l of f•ctor1: 

$()C/6TAL FAC'I'ORS AFFECT/NO EVERYONE. REOARDLE$$ 01' 6THNICITl' OR 
RELlt:/100$ AFFJL/AT!CN, THAT HAY IMPACT RELlfJlQfJ$ 08SERVANC6: 

Du• to frtlflUtlnl: IRDVfll, PfiDPlfl ••¥ not be •bJ• t:o 
at:ttlnd • ••rvir:t~ in th• dtlnOIIIin•tit:m D~ thflir 
t:ho/(}11 in wb•t•v•r JOCJition th•y Uti Jn •nd 11q 

inltH.d •xpJ"l"## wh•t•v•r 11 •v•IJabl• in l:htJlr 
cwr•rnt J0&:4t'itm, r•#IJJCinl .in • po''ibJ• w•.tktmtnl· 



A& m~r• bu#ln•~ .. , Q~r•t• 24 hour• • d•y, 7 d•y• • ~•k, 
SuiJI:hy 1t1J1 J liD lDDpr btl .1 d6)' of l"tllt •nd wbol• •••••nt• o~ uh• pop~J•tlon m.y no Jonr•r ~ •v•JJ•bJ• 
tM Sftlndq M1>rni1211 ~o 11ttt1nd lt~rrit;t~~l. 

A1 t~D in~~>•• f••ill•• btlcom~ tb• norm. ~h~ vif• i• no Jon1•r 
•v•JJ•~J• to in1ti/J th• ob•erv•nc• of rt~Ji¥1DUI pr•cticfll 
in th• h~»l' .andl~r t() IU.ktl 1ur• th•t tb• '"IIi iJI .att:~Jndl ohurch 
on • l'tlltJJ&r Hlil. For IIKMpltl, if f•JIIJiel .INJ no Jon1•r 
•bJ• ~D din• to,.~her Pn • r•zuJ•r ~1i1 du• to oonfllctinl 
work •cht~duJ••, th• pr•o~fc• of ·~inr rr•c• m.ay no Jonr•r 
btl Dbltll'VH. t~r tiVtllJ inlfti J.Jfld in thtl firlft' p/.Jct/1. Thil 
·~ l'tllfult in thtl dt~ert1111inl pr•ctictl oF •nd •v•~~u~J 
imPDrl:rtlnCfl# ~>f rtll l1ious ob:r•rv11nc• in d•i Jy I if•. 

FIICTO.RS SPECIFIC TO T/:JE ARHZN!AN COHHONITY: 

ll:lxed H4.rrl•r••· 

One or both ~rtn•r' drJ••n 't: und•r•t•nd t:h• Arm~M•n laaru•p 
•ndll>r QI>Mtll fl'DM • dlff•r•nt rt~Jili~>u• ~ckrround. : 

L~t:lon of' Arlfltlnl•n ~urtJhll" •nd Nobi Jtty of ~h• Po;uJ•~ttm. 

Ar•n J •n oh1.1rohtl, t:ho1 t Wl'tl bu .-J t Hr J i •r Wl'll J I>C• tiKi In 
c~tmttlr6 "' ,ArMni•a popul.ltion. Th• ori1in•J Armt~nl•n 
p~puJ.Iti.DD b•- linN movlld •w.J', th• church !1 no J1>n1•r 
Q~nv•nitlnt 'or th'm t~ r•t to, •nd th• rflpl•c•m~n~ 
popuJ•tJon is nDw multi-~thnic. 

I 

A1o1in, dull. ~c> th• J IJ»ittld num~r or .and J.oe.~tion• ot' Armttni.tn 
Murcht~l, 6. Ptll'DIInt•l• ~F th• ourr11nt: con1r•ratlt>n did nt>~ 
b•6in th•i~ reiirlous fndoctrln•tion in th~ Ar~ni•n Chwrch 
•nd •r•n't:compJ•t:~~>J;r comfortabl• r.ti~h it1 #;yJ~r. 

Th• frflqullnt in~Jux o' Jmal,r•nt 1roup•, ••rJ i•r !'rom 
L•blnon .nd reCt~ntJy from Ru••i•, Ar.,niM, G•crri•, •~c., 

whJJ• n.c••••ry, •J•o h•• • dl1ru~tlv• eff.at on ~ha 
dsm••~·c, of th• r::ommunit:y •nd t:h11 lift~ of v•riow' ~ri6b"'· 

FACTORS SPECIFIC TO TH8 A!iN6NIAN CH()RCH; 

Th• Influx of illlllilr.tnt:l fra t:h• forMal' St>Vitlt: Onion 
countri111• lltiiiJ' of 11'hPifl h•v• h•d DO pr•'Vit~ul t1xpo1wr• 

_j_ 

~o Chri•tJ•n Jndoctrin•tlon, 11 requirJn1 ~b• Church ~o s~nd 
Mor• tJa, ~~ T#~#dJ•J 'dUC4tj~n .# ~•JJ .6 Pn IDOi~J 



6tU'Vict16 to ht~lp ehtiSB Ptl()pJ~ int96rllt:e. Th~P di~ftll'Bnt 
l11VPJ1 Of IJIIIHil Df th-. V~l'i(;)tJ# t:ODiti I:Uimt lrtJUPif fli thin 
• t:J(}fZil'fll•~iM r~ilJ INk• it- J'nr:rtt••Jn,Jy chAlJIIIII'J'nr l;t> 
fdtml:ify "'b•t il rt~lllv•nt t'D •J J Q£ t'JUMI. 

B•~UIII It> II.JliJ' Df the llt>r:i~J •nd tlldur:•t'ion•l ••rvb::111 
pruvldlld by 11o1t: p.~rishfll IJ•v• rtiJiN on th• •v•il•bllit:.Y 
of wt>m•n fli/Jin~ l:t> don•t• th11ir tim11, wh•~her it btl 
to s11z·ve on thfl Uo11t1n '• (;uiJd or to f:t~.Jcb in M• Sund.Jy 
SChool or th• Ara•nJ•n SChool or t" or1•ni~e v.Jrioul 
fund-r•ilinl •ct:ivJtitll, •nd ~o.u1• the_. wom•n ••F 
int;I'HiiDIIY nD JDDIIIr' ~ •v•J IAbJD, thll #Cit>JH# of' 
llllr'Victlll providlld lltljf hltVtl t'D CJ1•1Jit1• 

Th• pr•v•J•nc• of du•J inr:o~ f••iiJ•• will not t>nJy •ff't~ct 
th• con1rw1•t:it>n, •• workin1 wiv•l •nd moth•r• •r• 
no IDnr•r .JV.JiJ.JbJ• to p.~rtJci~t• in church •ctivlt:Je; or 
to •v•n d.rJv• tht~J"r chi Jdr•n t:o youth ll'Ot.IP .1ctivitit111 
b~t ••Y •l•o,•ff~~ th• ~rri•d cJ•rry.· AI mor• 
Jl'f#l"tlt:8rin• work, p.~rt;ir;ul•rJy in prof•l'sir.MI' th•t 
rtlquir• pror•••l"n•l c•r•t:iflC~~tl'Qn 1111ch ., l•wy•r•, 
doc~or6, ~ccount•ntt~, •nrin~rl, •tc., it vJJJ ~omc 
incrHsiniiY mor• diFficult; to tr.r.n1f'11r m•rrit~d 
pri~tlt8 from ~ri•h to p•ri#h ~CII/Jitl th•Jr wiv•,. 
ID.I.Y nt1t btl •bls t:D rt~Joo..~t• proft~sllitm•JJP s.ri th •ny Hse. 

' 
8Jf 2001. t:h11 ,ArtHnJ•n Church '• first: conl't:i tut:ion 11i JJ 
boPf'luJJy bll.r.ati!JIId. Vh•t ch•n1•• wiJJ tMI' brinl' forth? 

lnrJu•nc• of ~ts in Ar~eni•. 

1/.hllth•r l'or 10od Dr for i J J, tb• 111cr• ..r• •ddr1161in1 • 
n•ed In Armt~ni• tb•t is Q~ht~rwise not; bt1in1 m•t eith~r 
by th• 1t1VIIrnm~nt; or ·by th• Church. llh.at: c•n I» IHrntld 
by t:hls? Vbich rt~lid•nts of Arm•nJ• •r• bt~inl .;~ttr.lct•d 
to which 111-C)t• •nd wh,y? 11/wt: •rf# thtl tltiCts dtJin,. th•t: 
M• Church 11 not: •nd ho11 wU J thil' ch•~ th• w•Y th11 Church 
s•r'Vfll thfl PII,()Pl •? J t I 1 n"t trnou1h to just 111t M11 
oPfi'rlltion of th• IIIICts Js1•lly b.lnnt~d. ThtJ ~opl• must 
~ ofr•rtld som•thinl of rqu•l or zr .. t•r #piritu•J v.aJu• 
in ord11r for th11111 t;Q w.Jnt to r·t~pJ•o• th• lftl(;tl Wl' ~h 
th• Church. 

Th• A.r••ni•n Church h•• •nd c~ntinu•• tQ ~rtici~t• in 
V<U" i t>£111 IICJJIItln i C.l. J ITPIJPII • flhtl t ... r, t:htl 6Q.I. J 6 of tile 

.CtJIMinii:•J lllt;Vflmfln t? llhtft· h•• th• Arm•ni •n CIHJrt::h 
Jt~•rn1d by ~rtit:ip.ttinr •nd 'fclb•t h•11 it "Mtribvt:IHI to th• 
•cum•nit:AJ mov•m•nt in 1•n•r•J? 



Et:umt~ni~.J lssu•• .and l)evt~Jopmt~ntl ... ~rs. C..rmptJ. { 
Church Administ'r~tlVfl JJ•v.J"PI'#Ints - .Srp•zJJn (:) 
Pri••~ ~rq• • L.r1• P•rJ•h - Fr. H•j1•z~on ~Jconi~n 
s,ciol~list - Pr. Ani 8Ak•JJ~n 
P•ri•hJon•r - Rioh•rd NQr•fll•n (frQIR ~troit) 
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MINUTES OF MEETING WITH CLERGY COMMITTEE FOR THE 1700TH 
ANNIVERSARY OF THE CONVERSION OF ARMENIA TO CHRISTIANITY 

May 31,2000 

I. The meeting was open with a prayer at 11:00 a.m. Present were Rev. Frs. Diran Bohajian, 
Karekin Kasparian, Untzag Nalbandian and Simeon Odabashian. Rev. Frs. Papken 
Anoushian, Daniel Findikyan, Vertanes Kalayjian, Vazken Karayan, Garabed Kochakian 
were absent. 

2. Suggestions from Clergy: 

3. 

A. Information Packet - including a timetable for entire year 200 I, various 
observances to assist planning, public relations to Armenian and non-Armenian 
community; background information on 1700th anniversary for PR, info for young people 
writing essays for competition. 
B. Source Book- to include obligatory events and programs; and optional programs 
and activities. Mandatory events will include dates and nature of events and material on 
the celebration. Optional programs, activities, department suggested programs. Music 
resources, services and songs. 

Further Suggestions: 
Make a Bible available in every home in the parish 

Donations made in the name of people named Gregory 
Donations can also be used for youth programs 

Offer scholarships to 17 children in a parish to SV Camp, ASP, SNS Conferences 

Mission project -form mission groups in each parish to visit the "unchurched" 
17 new families brought into each parish 
Increase membership within organizations by 17 members 

17 pilgrims travel to Armenia or Jerusalem 

Essay Competition topic - "What has been the influence of the Armenian Church in my 
life. " Prize could be a trip to Armenia or Jerusalem 
Musical programs -competition for young composers 

Retreat - with 17 participants for 17 hours 
17 minute reflections 
17 week Bible study session- incorporating 5 focus areas w. biblical foundation 
Bible study leader training by DRE, graduates honored by Primate 

Learn methodology and material connected with 5 focus areas 

Walk-a-Than- carrying torch lit from lehman Seghan 

V ehapar' s visit - against idea of a cruise as too informal 
Ask Vehapar to bring "Achk" of St. Gregory with him from Etchmiadzin 

Recommend Primate make personal contact with potential candidates for SNS 
17 clergy exchange US - Armenia 

Respectfully submitted, 

~
?. 

- ~ / 

~~GA1 ---
Fr. Simeon Odabashian 



1700th Anniversary-Memorial Day Weekend Meeting 
Thursday, September 28,2000 

Attendance: H. E. Archbishop Khajag Barsamian, Mr. George Kassis, Mr. Khoren 
Bandasian, Mr. Steve Odabashian, Ms. Elizabeth Aldan, Mr. Y ervant Gulian, Ms. Sona 
Haratunian, Mr. Christopher Atamian, Mr. Raffi Setrakian and Ms. Joyce Matz. 

1. Overview of Weekend Events: 

a. Walkathon: Ms. Nellie Yeretzian will be responsible for all the activities 
relating to the walkathon. She has been in touch with the parish in 
Philadelphia regarding their walkathon. Suggestions: contact Roadrunners 
Corporation, city agent agencies, etc. in order to organize the walkathon from 
the logistical viewpoint. Get corporate sponsors for walkathon. There will be 
no charge to participate in walkathon, only a suggested nominal fee. T -shirts 
will be sold. 

b. Religious Service: Fr. Mardiros Chevian went to Battery Park. It is 
accessible. However, there are some problems, like view-obstruction, not 
enough space, etc. 

c. 

Sona Haratunian met with Parks Department. Will contact them again and 
ask about the area in Eisenhower Mall. She and Yervant Gulian will also 
investigate the possibility of having the services in Bryant or Central Parks. 
There would be the possibility of a video projection in Bryant Park. 

Outsource the food vending, get parishes involved, or public vendors. 

Cultural Event: _Reflect on Armenian Christianity through the arts. Raffi 
Bandazian sent his recommendations for this event. Video will be presented 
for discussion of ARKA ballet's participation. Other suggestions like Knar 
from Istanbul, Ara Dinkjian, etc. Contact should be made with other sources 
to see what flows well. A pamphlet will be prepared regarding the program. 
Christopher Atamian will be in contact with Raffi Bandazian on this subject. 

Fund-raising: Arda Haratunian will be heading the fund-raising. 

Hospitality: Medical unit should be contacted to be available in Park. 

Budget: A preliminary budget was presented. Steve Mekenian will be in 
charge of preparing and updating the budget as plans move forward. 

Next Meeting: The next meeting is scheduled for October 12th, at 7:00p.m. in 
the G. Hall at the Diocese of the Armenian Church. (enter on 2nd Ave. by bookstore). 

The meeting adjourned at 9:00p.m. with the Primate offering the closing prayer. 



1700tll Annivenary Committee Meeting 
Monday, September 25, 2000, 2:00 P.M. 

Agenda 

1. Review Minutes - September 7, 2000 

2. Committee Reports: 

• Academic and Education Committee 

b. Symposium 
c. Conference 
d. Lectures 
e. Publications 

• Concert Committee 
• Fundraising Committee 
• Memorial Day Week-end Committee(Youth Activities) 
• Parish activities 

3. Other Matters 
• Public relations 
• Ecumenical Service 
• Pilgrimage to Historic Armenia 
• Budget and Schedule 

4. Next meeting 



.. 

1700 Anniversary Committee Meeting 
Tuesday, June 13, 2000, 2:00PM 

Attendance: Archbishop Khajag Barsamian, Fr. Krikor Maksoudian, Fr. Untzag 
Nalbandian, Fr. Vasken Kouzouian, Mr. Michael Haratunian, Mr. Aram Arkun, Mr. 
George Kassis, Ms. Karen Bedrosian Richardson and Mr. Jon Simonian. 

The meeting convened at 2:00PM with Archbishop Khajag Barsamian offering the 
opening prayer. The minutes of the meeting of April 12, 2000 were approved. 

1. Academic & Education Committee: Mr. Haratunian reported that this 
committee would be in charge of lectures, publications and the symposium and 
conference. 

Lectures: The committee will provide a list of speakers and topics to parishes and 
academic institutions interested in hosting lectures on the 1700111 Anniversary. 

Publications: The Primate suggested that aside from the booklets which will be 
prepared by St. Nersess Seminary for mailing to the Diocesan mailing list and 
distribution at the parish level, there be a popular publication covering the history, 
liturgy and art of the Armenian Church. There could also be chapters on what the 
Armenian Church can be in twenty years and why the Church is significant for 
every Armenian. Each topic could be chapter length and written by a different 
author. A suggestion was also made that the Diocese publish a book on the 
occasion of the 1700111 Anniversary. After much discussion, it was agreed that the 
Academic and Education Committee would explore the possibility of 
commissioning an outside, established author to write on the significance of the 
1700th Anniversary of Armenian Christianity and looking forward to the future. 
The Committee would also study the publication of a collection of church related 
subjects. The publication of the St. Nersess pamphlets will proceed as agreed. 

Symposium and Conference: The symposium will be held on May 12, 2001. 
Mr. Haratunian reported that the Armenian Center at Columbia University would 
co-sponsor the symposium. It was agreed that travel and lodging expenses would 
be paid for those of the symposium speakers and panelist who so request. The 
schedule for the symposium appears as attachment 1. 

The conference will be held on September 22, 200 1. The conference schedule, as 
presented by Fr. Krikor, appears as attachment 2. It was agreed that the portion 
of the afternoon session titled "On the threshold of the 21st century" would be 
changed to stress the intent of the Diocese "To make the Armenian Church 
significant in the life of every Armenian and his/her family." The five focus areas 
of worship, leadership, stewardship, youth and communication will be presented 



for discussion in an open forum. Fr. Krikor was asked to revise the conference 
schedule and present it at the next meeting. 

2. Concert Committee: Mr. Haratunian reported that Sahan Arzruni would 
commission an instrumental piece by Eve Beglarian in commemoration of the 
1700th Anniversary. Mr. Arzruni will be auditioning choral groups in Armenia. 
The core cities for the concerts will be New York, Boston, Detroit, Philadelphia, 
Chicago and Providence. If the schedule allows and the communities so wish, 
concerts will be performed in Texas, Florida, New Jersey and Washington, DC. 
The concerts will be scheduled between mid-October and mid-November. 

Mr. Haratunian reported that Mr. Arzruni has sent a revised concert budget, which 
appears as attachment 3. This will be discussed at a future meeting when Mr. 
Arzruni is present. 

3. Fundraising Committee: Mr. George Kassis reported that Vicki Hovanessian 
and Richard Soultanian have agreed to co-chair the 1700th Anniversary 
Fundraising Committee. It has been agreed that donors will be made aware that 
general administrative expenses will be covered from the proceeds of the 
fundraising. A more detailed fundraising report will be presented after the 
Committee meets in mid-July. 

4. Memorial Day Week-end Committee: This event will begin on the evening of 
Thursday, May 24,2001 and run through the afternoon of Monday, May 28, 
2001. The ACYOA has agreed to hold its sports week-end in the New York area. 
A meeting will be held with the ACYOA chairman to finalize details. There will 
be a walk-a-thon on Saturday, May 26, 2001 beginning at 1:00PM. This will be 
followed by a service with the Vehapar and a social/cultural event. The day's 
activities will end at 6:00 PM. A permit application has been submitted to the city 
to hold the event in Battery Park. A divine liturgy and banquet will be held on 
Sunday, May 27, 2001. 

5. Clergy Committee on Parish Activities: The report of Fr. Untzag Nalbandian 
appears as attachment 4. Fr. Untzag will be meeting with the committee next 
week and more detailed plans will be presented as they are finalized. 

6. Other Matters: 

Public Relations: Mr. Haratunian reported that, within the next few days, he will 
speak to a P.R. consultant to be hired for a period of 12-18 months at an estimated 
cost of $60,000. An office will be established at the Diocese for the 1700th 
Anniversary and an assistant will be hired to coordinate the activities of the 
Committee. 

Ecumenical Service: The Primate reported that he will be meeting with 
representatives of the National Council of Churches on June 14th and will discuss 



the possibility of the NCC hosting the ecumenical service. He will have more 
details for the committee's consideration at the next meeting. 

Pilgrimage: George Kassis reported that contact has been established with the 
Patriarchate in Istanbul. The material is ready for companies to present their bids 
to handle the pilgrimage. The Pilgrimage is scheduled for June 8-19, 2001. It will 
be announced in September 2000. 

Mr. Kassis reported that he has spoken with Armen Aroyan who has an extensive 
photo collection and videos ofhistoric Armenia. Photos from his collection will 
be used for the 2001 Diocesan calendar. Excerpts from his videos will be used for 
the pilgrimage promotional video and Mr. Aroyan will help the committee in 
preparing the guide for the pilgrims. 

Budget & Schedule: Incorporating the items discussed at this meeting, Mr. Jon 
Simonian will update the 1700th Anniversary budget and present it at the next 
meeting. 

7. Next Meeting: The next meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, July 11,2000 at 2:00 
PM in the Tahlij at the Diocese of the Armenian Church. 

The meeting adjourned at 4:20PM with the Primate offering the closing prayer. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Berjouhi Saladin 



.. 
Attachment 1 

170ffh Anniversary of Christianization of Armenia 

Symposium 
(Saturday, 00 September, 2001) 

Panel I (10:00 am to 12:00 pm): Pre-Gregorid Armenian Christianity 
Chairman: Dr. Robert Mirak 

lecture 1 - 10:00 am to 10:20 am 
Prof. Peter Cowe -the Syriac influence 

lecture 2- 10:20 am to 10:40 am 
Prof. Nina Garsoian - the Greek influence 

lecture 3- 10:40 am to 11:00 am· 
Prof. James Russell- the Iranian influence 

question and answer period- 11:00 am to 12:00 pm 

Panel II (2:00pm to 4:00pm): Early Armenian Christian 
Weltanshauung 

Chairman: Prof. Nishan Parlakian 
lecture 1-2:00 pm to 2:20pm 

Dr. Lev on A vdoyan - Early Armenian view of the 
Secular World 

lecture 2- 2:20pm to 2:40pm 
Dr. Hagop Nersoyan - Early Armenian theology 

lecture 3-2:40 pm to 3:00pm 
Dr. Abraham Terian- Influence ofPhilonic 

Literature 
question and answer period-3:00pm to 4:00pm 

Panel III (4:30pm to 6:30pm): Revival and Development 
Chairman: Prof. Ina McCabe Baghdiantz 

lecture 1-4:30 pm to 4:50pm 
Prof. Robert Hewsen- Bagratid Revival 

lecture 2- 4:50pm to 5:10 pm 
Dr. Robert Bedrossian - Zakarid Revival 

lecture 3-5:10 pm to 5:30pm 
Dr. Vazken Ghugasian - 1 ih Century Revival 

Question and answer period-5:30pm to 6:30pm 



The Armenian Church in the 21st Century 

Modernization and the need to revive the faith of St. Vartan 

Panel I (I 0:00am to 12:00 pm)-

Conference 
(Saturday, 00, May, 2001) 

--An overview of the pre-modern spiritual world of the Armenians. 
Tentative lecturers 
Kevork Bardakj ian 
Fr. Zaven 

--The process of modernization of Armenian society and waning of faith. 
Tentative lecturers 
Hagop N ersoyan 

--Modernization and the administrative structure of the Church. 
Tentative lecturers
George Bournoutian 
Roupen Adalian 
Vartan Artinian 

--One half hour of discussion 

Lunch break ( 12:00 pm to 2:00pm) 

Panel II (2:00pm to 5:00pm)-

--The contemporary spiritual state of the Church: monasticism, piety, education, ritual 
Tentative lecturers 

Fr. Garabed 
Fr. Arten 
Abrahan Terian 

--The Church and the state in the post-modern period - I 990 on 
Tentative lecturers 

Fr. Dajad 
Simon Balian 

--On the threshold of the 21 '' century: 
Tentative lecturers 

hierarchy- Dennis Papazian 
administration- Fr. Papken 
discipline- to include moral issues- Fr. Taniel, Fr. Karekin 
education and communication- Fr. Vahan 

Open Forum 

--The faith of St. Vartan: what is it and can it relate to modernity? -The Primate 

-The Liturgy and comtemporary needs- Fr. Taniel 

Attachment 2 



-Contemporary disciplinary/administrative needs of the Church -Fr. Yeprem 

- Facing contemporary issues-
o moral issues- Dean Shahinian 
o socio-political issues- Michael Haratunian 
o family-oriented issues- Mrs. Chapian 
o religious issues- Fr. Garabed 
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Attachment 3 

I. Hound tnp travol t~xp.er1~>8S irorn Armenia, including AnH~rican visas, departure 
ft-tss and ground transportatio11 for 26 people chorus @ $'1 ,250 $32,500 

~~. Honoraria c:md por du?m"l 

:;L HotE.JI (Milbourne) 

4. Publicity 

G. Comrnision 1or an O(X;ilHiorwl composition 

B Misc;alla.neou$ 

1 OT'AL $60,000 

1. fic.:kc~t satos 
~~00 cantor front @ $/!.> 
175 side front @ $!":i0 
1 00 back ~~etlt~; @ !fi2D 

INCOME 

60 complirner1tary lickldls for major donors 

2. lt"lc;ornH trorn panshe~ 

3. Sponsors 

H.>TAL.: $63, 750 

$7,000 

$5,500 

$4,000 

$2,000 

$1,500 

$5,000 

$2,500 

$22,500 
$8,750 
$2,500 

0 

$10,000 

$20.000 



Attachment 4 

DRAFT 

1700th Jubilee Source and Program Booklet 

I. Calendar of Event for 2001 

II. Mandatory Programs 
• Opening ceremony on Sunday January 14, 2001 
• Feast of sons and grandsons of St. Gregory in February 2001 
• St. Gregory's entrance into the Pit in March 2001 
• Feasts of Hripsime, Gayane, and deliverance from Pit, Etchmiadzin, 

Shoghagat, Drtad and Ashkhen in June 2001. /June will be declared the 
'Month of Pilgrimage", in the footsteps of St. Gregory/ 

• Holy Translators in October /Pilgrimage video would be viewed/ 
• Closing ceremony on Sunday, December 9, 2001 

III. Optional Programs 
• 17 week Bible Study sessions on 5 focus areas 
• Honor those who bear St. Gregory's name 
• Make a Bible available in every home 
• Start a "Parish Mission Program" within the Parish 
• Have a 1 7 hour parish retreat 
• Add 17 women on your Women's Guild 
• Add 17 Youth on your ACYOA 
• Add 17 Choir members on your choir lin one word increase membership 

within organizations/. 
• Have a Vocation Sunday to emphasize the importance of the priesthood. The 

goal is to encourage young men to consider priesthood. 
• Bring 1 7 new families into the life of the parish. 
• Send 17 parishioners to Armenia and Jerusalem as pilgrims 
• Offer 17 scholarships to your children/teens to go to St. Vartan Camp, St. 

Nersess Conference, ASP, Jerusalem, etc. 
• Donate 17 books about the Armenian Church history and culture to your local 

schools and town libraries. 

IV. Ecumenical Service 

V. Cultural Resources for Programs 
(e.g. Music, songs, recitations, stories, history, etc.) 



VI. Information Packet 
• For non-Armenians 
• For Press 
• For Youth (who will participate in essay contest 'How the Armenian Church 

influenced my life?' 

VII. Other 
• Request from Vehapar to bring St. Gregory's "ACH" Relic from Holy 

Etchmiadzin 
• Bring Torch from "lehman Seghan', Etchmiadzin 
• Have Walk-a-thon, carrying the torch lit from Etchmiadzin 
• Recruit 17 candidates for St. Nersess Seminary from all over the Diocese 
• Publish a prayerbook with 17 prayers 

VIII. Memorial Day Weekend with Vehapar in NYC 
Details coming soon 

6/13/00 



Month l 5tWeek 

January Christmas kick -off 

February 

March Pamphlet#2 

April 
Pamphlet#3 

May Diocesan Assembly 

June Ecumenical 

July Pamphlet#4 

August 

September Pamphlet#5 

October 
Pamphlet#6 

November Concert - Parishes 

December 

1700th Anniversary Celebration 
Year 2001Tentative Schedule 

2nd Week 3rd Week 

Pamphlet #1 

May 12,2001 
Symposium 
June 8-19, 2001 June 8-19, 2001 
Pilgrimage Pilgrimage 

September 22, 2001 
Conference 

Concert - Parishes 

- --- ---

4th Week 5th Week 

May 24-28,2001 
Memorial Day Event 

New York Concert 

~-- - -- --



1700th Anniversary Committee Meeting 
Tuesday, June 13, 2000, 2:00 PM 

Agenda 

1. Review Minutes- April12, 2000 

2. Committee Reports: 

• Academic & Education Committee 

1. Symposium & Conference 
2. Lectures 
3. Publications 

• Concert Committee 

• Fundraising Committee 

• Memorial Day Week-end Committee (inc. Youth Activities) 

• Clergy Committee on Parish Activities 

3. Other Matters 

• Public Relations 

• Ecumenical Service 

• Pilgrimage to Historic Armenia 

• Budget & Schedule 

4. Next Meeting 



Mr. Khoren Bandazian 
1590 Anderson Avenue, #16J 
Fort Lee, NJ 07024 
201-487-3800 B 
201-346-0054 R 
201-525-9460 F 
kbandazian@winnebantalaw.com 

Mr. Steve Odabashian 
55 West End Avenue 17-D 
New York, N.Y. 10023 
212-265-9294 R 
odabashian@yahoo. com 

Ms. Elizabeth Akian 
491 Joralemon St. 
Belleville, NJ 07109 
973-331-2086 R 
973-759-2374 H 
elizabethakian@nylim. com 

Mr. Yervant Gulian 
28 Nassau Road 
Great Neck, NY 11021 
212-730-5798 B 
516-466-7823 R 
212-730-6878F 
917-758-7585 c 
yervant@farusa.org 

Ms. Sona Haratunian 
45 East 25th Street #31B 
New York, NY 10010 
212-214-2141 B 
212-532-5227 R 
212-214-4483F 
sona haratunian@prusec.com 

Mr. Christopher Atamian 
140 W 79th Street Apt. 10-F 
New York, NY 10024 
212-595-0798 
catamian@aol. com 

Mr. RMi Setrakian 
55 West End Avenue 17-D 
New York, NY 10023 
212-265-9294 R 
troys@pequodinvestments. com 

Ms. Lee Abrahamian 
35 West 65th St. Apt. 4W 
New York, NY 10023 
212-975-8024 B 
newsbossa@aol.com 

Mr. Steve Mekenian 
100 Deerfield Lane North 
Pleasantville, NY 10570 
212-309-3516 B 
914-769-7988 R 
212-309-0940 F 
mekenis@towers.com 

Ms. Nellie A. Yeretsian 
401 E 77th Street 5D 
New York, NY 10021 
917-862-9159 B 
212-717-1182 R 
Nellie Munster@yahoo.com 

Mr. & Mrs. Stephen & Arda Haratunian 
496 Park Avenue 
Manhasset, NY 11030 
212-816-8572 (Arda) B 
516-627-0235 R 
212-816-5944 F 
stephen.haratunian@csfb. com 
arda.nazarian@ssmo.com 

Mrs. Ani Gabrellian 
365 High Meadow Court 
Wyckoff, NJ 07481 
201-847-1552 R 
201-847-0615 F 
agabrell@aol. com 

/ 



Joyce Marz 
Joyce Matz Associates 
460 East 79 Street 
New York, NY 10021 
212-744-3958 B 
917-848-3350 c 

Ms. Tamar Aydin 
216-17 48th Ave. 
Bayside, NY 11364 
212-848-4161 B 
taydin@sherman.com 

Mr. John Nersesian 
79 Bernard Drive 
Basking Ridge, NJ 07920 
973-301-7726 B 
908-580-9233 R 
973-301-7638 F 
jnersesian@msn.com 

Ms. Christine Amirian 
382 Central Park West, #15U 
New York, NY 10025 
212-866-7403 R 
camirian@kraft. com 

Mr. George Kassis 
630 Second Ave. 
New York, NY 10016 
212-686-0710 B 
endowment@armeniandiocese.org 
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l.nwwtnpfzzfz qzulJp-biJ.f! 1700-rnwpfz fz tfbp rlbp dniJ.nt/ntpl]f! wnwpllnpiJzuq t wn 
/J.uznntwa, bt WJUDthbrnbt btu UJfzUI/z 2wpntllwql: WJIJ zunwfh[ntp-jztll[!:) 

U) '1-hmqhuphp 31. 2000. qllzbpt!' t..l.hhwt}lwn <.wJpwtqb.m{! lunp t..l.],lpwtqtU },ltnJu wzluwph 
tm pb.pt U. 'l-ppqnp lmuwmppw «tnJUI!» 

fl) t..I.bhwtJ:lwn <.wJpwtqb.mp wnw2finpililt}:)hwup «LllJUt}>> pwtlJ,opml. 4.1! lltn}uwryuup U. 
t2upwO"pU 

Q-) t..l.b.hwqtwn <.wJpwtqbm}:l wnw2Unprpupbwup «l.JlJUI!» tm tfmfuwryuup {:;pbtwGp 
hpwtqwpwlm • 
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U) /unp tlftpwUJ 
l}..bqmbupbp 31-J:t qJ:tztpn. ctwun 9:30-tfi 10:30. uwufiwmp wpwf1Illl.mphwup un 

t.f.hhwtllwn ~WJpwtqhtn{!.p fihplJ.wJmpbwfi "Um):lpwtqbtnwqwfi Upnnfihpnt 
q.whuilJ.wtfihpntfi, fcTbuwlJ.wt Unw2finJ1Ilfibpntfi bt phubpnt fihplJ.wJwgmg):l~fibpntfi tq}ltn):l 
J:t2fit Iunp l.f.llpwUI. ht WJfimbqtfi ]ltnJu wllUwph tq}lm):l phpt U. q.p]lqnp Lntumpw «tnJun»: 

P) U. l:ptlftwbftli 
~waqpuwmp pwtlJ.opntl «tnJUI!» UlJ:ttn}:l tllntuwqpnt}:l U. t2u]1wapfi: {UJOUJtu tfiJ qwpqwiJPliL 
np pw¢op1J U. l:ptiftwbftO hwuOft qft2lipnzO dwtfiJ 11:45-ftli:)qtu q.]lzhpntwfi dwun 12:00-}:lfi' 
lfw]p Swnwp):lfi ut2 tnbq]l Ul]:ltn):l ntfihfiWJ uwufiwmp wpWJUUlntp):ltfi: t.f.hhwt~twn 
~WJPWUJ.btn{! «tnJUI!» tq}ltn]l tPn.Iuwfigt "Um]lpwlll.htnwqwfi Upnnfihptfi. bt ~WJWUtnwfi]l bt 
wpmwuwhuwfi):l pntnp pbuhptfi hpwt]lpmwa hp]lmwuwJUl fibplJ.wJwgmg]l~fihpntfi' 
JWtnlJ.wUitu UJ.Wmpwummwa qwfipbqfibpn qwnbtntl ( hpwzftpnzwb lipftmwuwPIJlilipiJ UJftmft 
IJIJ.WU 18-27mwpliqwfi' tftq ftqwqwO liz tftq wpwqwO utmtfi) t.f.hhwt~Iwn ~WJPWUJ.hmn 
UIWztnofiwtqtu pwgmwa tq}lm]l JWJtnwpwpt 1700-wuhwlJ.]l hwfiqpump):ltfifihpn' ht Pp 
Uiwmqwun tq}lm):l mwJ zbzmn qfihtntl pfiwpwfi):lfi qpwJ' «Uli'UUI'fiPQP. q_u"Uia-btte· UbP 
fil'll.b8fiS8e Ufi. UUSfii'Ut5»: P.p tuou12]1fi ut2' "Unppfi Uppmpptfil! hpwttp tq}ltnp ntiJ.IJ.t 
hwUWJfi hwjmphwfi' npUituq]12001 pmwqwfi}:lfi ]lp uwufiwqgmp]ltfin phpt 1700-wuhwlJ.]l 
hwfiqllumphwfig' tl_bpwfinpnqnthtnt hwuwp ):lp {2p):lumnfitwqwfi hwtWtn{2):lfi ut2 ht nptqtu 
wqq m Uihtnmp):ltfi ):lp wnophwJ qhwfip]lfi wnll:l2finJ1Il mfibfiwtm U. q.ppqnp LntuwmpJ:tw 
<<tnJun»: liJu <q_nJu»ntl qwnwa qwfipbqn (uzmwqwn) UIJ:tmp qhmbqmp U. t2u):lwafi):l P2Uwfi 
Uhqwfipfi lfllWJ. mpqt hwtwmwghwtfihpn tq}ltn):l qwnhfi pphfig unuhpn: 

Q.) f7plizwli . 
t.f.bhwtltwn {WJPWUihut]l WnW2fiflJ1Ilntpbwup' tl_wn qwfipbqfibpn~ }}WtPOPI! OWUpWJ UJ.}:lutp 
hilt qttq}l bphtwfi):l hpwUiwpwqn. mp JWtnlJ.wUitu UIWutpwummwa phuwhwppwlJ.J:t qpwJ 
mhq]l mfihfiwJ uwufiwmp wpwJliUlmp]ltfi' Smfimwp 1. 2001. ttwiJ. wnwwmhwfi dwun 
1 :30-]lfi: 'Unp]lfi Uppntpptfit! P.p tuou{2]1fi ut2 zbzmn UJ.}:lm}:lqfit 1700-wubwlJ.J:t hnqhmp . 
tl_hpwqwppofi{2]1fi tl_pwJ: UUJ.w. ~WJWUtnwfi):l ZP2Wfifihpnt 11\llPfiQfihpm hpqm 
fihplJ.wJwgmgp~fihp ppbfig qwfipbqfihpn. ht pntnp fihpqwfihp{! fiwtuwUitu ]lphfig pwdfimwa 
unuhpn tq}ltn]l qwnbfi lunp t.f.):lpwUJ.tG phpmwc) «tOJU»tG: Shlllt UIJ:ttnlt mfihGWJ UJ.Wutzwn 
hwuhpq ht qhqwpnthumwqwfi JWJmwqltp: 
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!UbUbPfl~ Ul;.Q 

- !Ubuwqwt Unw2finJ1Ilfibpn bt pbu}rGbpqwJwgmgJ:t~ hp}:lmwuwJUl-bp}:lmwuwJUlfithJ:tfihpn 
J:tpbfig hbm U. Q.p}:lqnp lmuwmpJ:tw «tnJun» UJ.llm}:l mwfi}:lfi J:tpbfig pbuhpn: Smfimwp 6-
}:lfi.ubp <I>pqwfi u. t5fifiqhwfi mofiJ:tfi. J:ttpwpwfiwtp pbuJ:t lfwJp bqbqbgmJ ut2 u. 
tllwmwpwqtfi bmp tnhrtJ:t UJ.llmp ntfibfiWJ UWUfiWtnp WpWpnllntpptfi, npntfi I!fipwgppfi' 
@-buwtiWt linW2finJ1IlJ:tfi l!fiqbpWQilll. Utq bpptnWUWJUl bt Utq bpptnWUWJUlfithp «tfiJUI!» 
UIJ:tm}:l tllnJ:uwfigbfi }:ltpwpwfiwt bntJ:ut bqwb' qnJq fibpqwJwgmg}:l~fibpmfi: 

-- t5mJ:ubpm fibpqwJwgmg}:l~fihpn «tnJUI!»J:l qwfipbqfihpn UIJ:tm}:l mwfi}:lfi J:tpbfig mbqwqwfi 
bqbqbg}:lfi. mp UJ.Wzmofiwqwfi wpwJUlllmpbwup qwfipbqn UIJ:tmJ:t qbmbqm}:l bqbqbgmJ ut2. 
bt hnqbmp hntU.uJ:t·qttuwmpntpbwup bt bntJ:u}:l fibpqwJWgmg}:l~fibpntfi u}:l2ngwt 
hwtwmwgbwtbfibpn qwfipbqfibptfi UIJ:tm}:l qwnbfi J:tpbfig unubpn bt UJ.llm}:l mwfi}:lfi J:tpbfig 
mmfihpn: 

UJU obtnqlunp "t.f.llpwUJ.tfi pbpntwb' «tnJUI!» UIJ:tmJ:t tllnJ:uwfigm}:l u. t21IJ:twb'}:lfi. 
bpbtwfi. £a-buhpn. cmtfuhpn bt hwuwJfi hwtwmwghwtfihpnt mmfihpn: 
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170()-wuhmq}l hmbq}luntphmby UIDp}lt JUlqnthlltp hpmttpbhp ht 
UIUll{lpmqmthlltP b}nphp ht }lphp 

- Ut.qwhntlbt uwufiwl.J.gntp}ufit! ~WJWUUlWU}l ~wfipWlJ.lhUmtpbwfi lJ.lhmwl.J.wfi ht 
pwqwpwl.J.wfi qtupbpnt 

-- t.lbhw$wn ~WJpwt.qbmn hpwttp uW.m}l mqqt 'Unt}lpwlJ.lhmwqwfi Upnnfibpm bt 
Q.whwl.J.wtfibpntfi ht pnp1p pbuhpnt Unw2finPl}fihpmfi. }lfi~t.qtu npt.qtuq}l }lpbfig hhm lJwjp 
Upnn phphfi fiwht }lphfig £a-huhptfi }lqwqwfi ht wpwqwfi uhnt hpqm hp]:ImwuwPl} 
fihpl.J.wjwgmg]:I~fihp (17-28 mwpbqwfi) 

-- PntnPI! lJ.lWput]:Ifi.lfWJP Upnn qmfint}lt -'1-hqmhuphp 29-]:Ifi: 

-- -'1-bl.J.mhupbp 30-}lfi wnwfiofiwguwfi JWJmwq}lp' UuhfiwJfi ~wJng lrwpnq}ll.J.nu}l 
fiwfuwqwhntphwup 'Um}lpwt.qbmwqwfi Upnnfihpnt Q.whwltwtfihpntfi h1 IO-huwl.J.wt 
Unw2finpqfihpntfi hwuwp · 

-- -'1-bl.J.mbupbp 30, wnwfiofiwgmu pbuhpnt bp}lmwuwPJl fibpl.J.wJwgmg}llfihpntfi hwuwp 
(hnqbt.qtu lJ.lWmpwummhtnt 1700-wuhwlt}l hwfiqpumphwfig) 

-- tllwutpWUUlntp}ltfi uh<) qwfiphq}l tin' u. t2u}lw<)fi}l P2UWfi U.lunpwfi}lfi hwuwp: 

-- tllwmpwumntp]:Itfi tllnPP qwfiphqfihpnt 'Vntppwt.qhmwqwfi Upnnfihptfi ht pntnp £a-huhpta 
uwufiwqgnqfihpnt .PPtPfi hwuwdwjfi: 

- tllwmpwumntp}ltfi wpwpnqmpbwfig pfiwqpbpnt (wuhfiwJfi tiwfipwuwufimphwup), 
tqwzmofifihpnt pwztumum{-ht ~hqhpnt uzwfiwqmumt: 

-- llwquwqhplJ.lntp}ltfi pw$opfihpnt (wtihfiwjfi uwfipwuwufimphwup), lunp t.l}.lpwUitfi u. 
t2u}.lw<)]:Ifi, U. t2upw<)fitfi bphtwfi: · · 

-- Ut.qwhntlht owJfiwu$}.1tn}l bt hbnwmbu}ltJ.1l.J.wJwfifibpnt l.J.nqtit owJfiwutfmmufi m 
t.qwml.J.hpwu$nmun: 

-- UJu hwfil}]:Iunt}lhwfig «tl}.lm}ul»fihp tqwmpwutnhtqwphl.J.1 $mpnq. nptqtuq}.l £a-buwqwl 
Unw2finpl}fitpn ppbfig hhm mwfi}.lfi pphfig @tfuhpn bt gmgwi}llhfi hwtwmwgbwtfihpntfi: 

-- Uju pntnp hwfil}]:IUnt}lhwfig uwupfi fiwtuwUJ.tU tnhll.hwq UJ.Whht dnqnqntpl}l!: 
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From: Adiocese@aol.com 
Date: Wed, 11 Oct 2000 14:46:40 EDT 
Subject: COMMUNIQUE: Preparations for 1700th 
Anniversary Celebration Gain Momentum 

To: Adiocese@aol.com 
X-Mailer: AOL 4.0 for Windows 95 sub 110 

PRESS RELEASE 
Mother See of Holy Etchmiadzin, Information Services 
October 5, 2000 

COMMUNIQUE 

Preparations for 1700th Anniversary Celebration Gain Momentum 

Preparations for the 1700th anniversary celebration are gaining momentum in 
Armenia and around the world. The jubilee year is only three months away. Now 
is the time to plan your participation in this historic celebration. 

Over the past several weeks Abp. Hovnan Derderian, Executive Secretary of 
1700th Anniversary Committee, has been traveling around the world to 
coordinate the many different aspects of our celebration. At the end of July, 
Abp.Hovnan was in France to meet with GAMA to coordinate public relations and 
international media coverage in over 50 different magazines and media outlets 
world-wide for the 1700th activities. International coverage has also been 
secured for the youth pilgrimage and other 1700th anniversary events to 
assure that the world is aware and informed of this momentous occasion. 

During his visit to North America, Apb. Hovnan succeeded in enlisting the 
participation of many groups from the Eastern and Western Dioceses of the 
United States.He also held meetings to encourage the participation of his 
flock in Canada, where he continues his responsibilities as Primate. He met 
with potential sponsors for two important 1700th programs -- the rebuilding 
historic churches and monasteries in Armenia, and spreading Christianity 
throughout Armenia through the Catechism Mission, which aims to provide every 
young person in Armenia with basic knowledge of Christian doctrine and 
ethics. 

Back in Armenia this September, he met with the local organizers of the youth 
pilgrimage, the coordinators of the Catechism Mission, and the designers of 
the 1700th anniversary official web site. The web site, www.etchmiadzin.com, 
will be on-line starting September 15th and will feature up-to-date 
information on 1700th activities and various ways to participate in the 
celebrations as well as a wealth information about our church. Check it 
often. 

Printed for Primate's Office <prmoff@armeniandiocese.org> 1 
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The whole system of 170oth anniversary activities relies heavily on volunteer 
support. During this visit to Armenia, Abp. Hovnan mobilized two very 
important associations in Armenia. The first is a group of 17 organizations 
that specialize in travel and tourism in Armenia and are ready to support the 
pilgrimage effort. The second is a consortium of Armenian youth organizations 
that is working intensively to engage a broad spectrum of volunteers to staff 
the youth pilgrimage. The youth of Armenia are eagerly making preparations to 
welcome the pilgrimage groups from the Diaspora. 

The Youth Pilgrimage will be from July 10 through 20, consisting of a core 
pilgrimage from KhorVirap to Etchmiadzin to Yerevan on July 14-16 in which 
all groups will take part, and regional pilgrimages on the days before and 
after the core pilgrimage. Parishes and dioceses around the world are 
encouraged to start planning and organizing groups of twenty young people to 
take part in the youth pilgrimage. Check with the 1700th web-site 
(www.holyetchmiadzin.org) and your local parish or diocese to find out more 
about how you can join or take part in one of these groups. 

Here is a list of upcoming events for next year, the 1700th year since 
Armenians accepted Christianity as their state religion. See you in Armenia 
next year! 

December 31, 2000-January 1, 2001 170oth Anniversary Opening Ceremony 

January 6, 2001 

April15 

June 16 

June 17 

July 1 0-J uly 20 

September 21-23 

Anniversary of 

September 30 

Christmas 

Easter 

The Belfries of All Christendom 

Feast of Holy Etchmiadzin 

Youth Pilgrimage 

Consecration of St. Gregory the Illuminator 
Cathedral in Yerevan, Blessing of Muron 

(Chrism), Celebration ofthe1oth 
Armenian Independence 

Consecration of Bishops 

OFFICE OF THE 1700TH ANNIVERSARY COMMITTEE 
HOLY ETCHMIADZIN, ARMENIA 

~ 1700PR-4.DOC 
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17TH CENTENARY OF THE PROCLAMATION 
OF CHRISTIANITY IN ARMENIA 

PRESS RELEASE 
Mother See ofHoly Etchmiadzin, Information Services 
October 5, 2000 

COMMUNIQUE 

Preparations for 1700th Anniversary Celebration Gain Momentum 

Preparations for the 1700th anniversary celebration are gaining momentum in Armenia 
and around the world. The jubilee year is only three months away. Now is the time to 
plan your participation in this historic celebration. 

Over the past several weeks Abp. Hovnan Derderian, Executive Secretary of 1700th 
Anniversary Committee, has been traveling around the world to coordinate the many 
different aspects of our celebration. At the end of July, Abp. Hovnan was in France to 
meet with GAMA to coordinate public relations and international media coverage in over 
50 different magazines and media outlets world-wide for the 1700th activities. 
International coverage has also been secured for the youth pilgrimage and other 1700th 
anniversary events to assure that the world is aware and informed of this momentous 
occaswn. 

During his visit to North America, Apb. Hovnan succeeded in enlisting the participation 
of many groups from the Eastern and Western Dioceses of the United States. He also held 
meetings to encourage the participation of his flock in Canada, where he continues his 
responsibilities as Primate. He met with potential sponsors for two important 1700th 
programs --the rebuilding historic churches and monasteries in Armenia, and spreading 
Christianity throughout Armenia through the Catechism Mission, which aims to provide 
every young person in Armenia with basic knowledge of Christian doctrine and ethics. 

Back in Armenia this September, he met with the local organizers of the youth 
pilgrimage, the coordinators of the Catechism Mission, and the designers of the 1700th 
anniversary official web site. The web site, www.etchmiadzin.com, will be on-line 
starting September 15th and will feature up-to-date information on 1700th activities and 



various ways to participate in the celebrations as well as a wealth information about our 
church. Check it often. 

The whole system of 1700th anniversary activities relies heavily on volunteer support. 
During this visit to Armenia, Abp. Hovnan mobilized two very important associations in 
Armenia. The first is a group of 17 organizations that specialize in travel and tourism in 
Armenia and are ready to support the pilgrimage effort. The second is a consortium of 
Armenian youth organizations that is working intensively to engage a broad spectrum of 
volunteers to staff the youth pilgrimage. The youth of Armenia are eagerly making 
preparations to welcome the pilgrimage groups from the Diaspora. 

The Youth Pilgrimage will be from July 10 through 20, consisting of a core pilgrimage 
from Khor Virap to Etchmiadzin to Yerevan on July 14-16 in which all groups will take 
part, and regional pilgrimages on the days before and after the core pilgrimage. Parishes 
and dioceses around the world are encouraged to start planning and organizing groups of 
twenty young people to take part in the youth pilgrimage. Check with the 1700th web-site 
( www.holyetchmiadzin.org) and your local parish or diocese to find out more about how you 
can join or take part in one of these groups. 

Here is a list of upcoming events for next year, the 1700th year since Armenians accepted 
Christianity as their state religion. See you in Armenia next year! 

December 31, 2000-
J anuary 1, 2001 

January 6, 2001 

April15 

June 16 

June 17 

July 1 0-July 20 

September 21-23 

September 30 

1700th Anniversary Opening Ceremony 

Christmas 

Easter 

The Belfries of All Christendom 

Feast of Holy Etchmiadzin 

Youth Pilgrimage 

Consecration of St. Gregory the Illuminator 
Cathedral in Yerevan, Blessing of Muron 
(Chrism), Celebration ofthelOth 
Anniversary of Armenian Independence 

Consecration ofBishops 

OFFICE OF THE 1700TH ANNIVERSARY COMMITTEE 
HOLY ETCHMIADZIN, ARMENIA 
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The Reverend Billy Graham 
Evangelistic Association 
P.O. Box 9313 
Minneapolis, MN 55440-9313 

My Dear Reverend Graham: 

Ar-'=hbishop Khajag Barsamian, Primate 

October 3, 2000 

I hope this letter finds you in good health. I am writing to you in my capacity as Primate 
of the Diocese of the Armenian Church of America, headquartered in New York City. 
Let me take this opportunity to express my admiration for your life-long dedication to 
missionary work and to bringing the Gospel of Christ to the multitudes. You have 
indeed been a true follower of St. Paul and his fellow Apostles. 

Next year, in 2001, Armenian Christians throughout the world will celebrate the fruition 
of the work of another great missionary: St. Gregory the Illuminator, the enlightener of 
Armenia. As a result of his preaching the Gospel of our Lord, the Armenian people 
converted to Christianity in. the year 301 A.D. Next year's 1700th anniversary of that 
event coincides with the emergence of an independent democra?c Armenian republic at 
the foot of the Biblical Mount Ararat. We hope to turn the celebrations on this 
wonderful event into a movement that would rejuvenate the ancient Armenian Church 
and revive the dedication of the Armenian people to the Gospel both in Armenia and in 
the Armenian communities throughout the world. 

Though the Armenian people are well aware of the fact that the Armenian alphabet and 
Armenian letters were created at the beginning of the fifth century in order to translate 
the Holy Scriptures, we, the clergy and laity of the Armenian Church, are determined to 
introduce the word of God to every Armenian family. 

In order to reach this lofty goal we need the help of our non-Armenian friends. In this 
regard, the National Council of Churches, in which the Armenian Church of America 
has been a member of long-standing, has promised to provide us with assistance so that 
we may reach a broader public and secure the good will of Christians all over the world. 
It is important that all Christians know about the witness of a Christian nation martyred 
in the name of Christ over the past seventeen centuries. The National Council of 
Churches is willing to publish a work of a popular nature-consisting of fifty to sixty 
pages and addressed to a general readership. Our 1700th Anniversary Committee 
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unanimously agreed to ask you to author such a work. Your great accomplishments in 
the dissemination of the Word of God have led us to turn to you. Who could comment 
on a great missionary movement of the past and underline its significance and relevance 
in the modem world better than the great missionary of our times? 

If you consent to write such an essay, our Diocesan office would be more than happy to 
supply you with all the necessary background historical information-books, articles 
and other resources. Such a work from your pen will encourage our own people-some 
of whom have never been exposed to the Word of God because of seventy years of the 
oppressive Communist regime- to hearken to the teachings of our Lord and return to 
the fold of the Good Shepherd. It will also serve as a powerful tool in the hands of 
preachers throughout the world to show to non-believers and non-Christians the royal 
road that led a small people to dedicate itself to Christ and developed a Christian 
tradition that has outlasted even the most powerful evil empires. 

I sincerely hope that you accept my request as a part of your great missionary work and 
undertake this task. My flock will be very grateful to you for your service and will 
remember your name for a long time. We Armenians have a keen awareness of history 
and record with great care particularly works that are pleasing to God. 

May God bless you and give you a long life to continue spreading the Good News 
throughout the world. 

Prayerfully yours in our Lqrd 
and Savior Jesus Christ, 

(\~~ • \<... ~----~ 
Archbishop Khajag Barsamian 
Primate 
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DIOCESE OF THE ARMENIAN CHURCH OF AMERICA 
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Mr. Benon Sevan 
Under-Secretary-General 
The United Nations 
420 East 54th Street, #37-B 
New York, NY 10022 

Dear Mr. Sevan: 

Archbishop Khajag Barsamian, Primate 

October 3, 2000 

I hope this letter finds you well. I am writing to ask for you help in an upcoming 
function, which I feel will be an important event in the life of the Diocese of the 
Armenian Church of America. 

On Saturday, March 31, 2001 the Diocese ·will hold a day-long conference on 
"Modernization and the Need to Revive the Faith of St. Vartan." That same 
evening, as a sequel to this event, we are planning to hold a popular gathering at 
the Diocesan Center's Haik and Alice Kavookjian Auditorium. 

This function will be a "dialogue with the people," during which we will present 
to the public the "statement of intent" devised by our Diocesan Council to guide 
the actions of our Diocese: "To make the Armenian Church significant in the life 
of every Armenian and his or her family living within the geographic boundaries 
of the Eastern Diocese." 

After presentations by myself and Mr. Haig Dadourian, the chairman of our 
Diocesan Council, various members of the Diocesan Council will serve as 
moderators in order to discuss our five focus areas: Worship, Leadership, Youth, 
Stewardship and Communication. They will ask the audience members present 
to express their views on each of the focus areas. 

Both the conference and the public forum are being planned by the 1700th 
Anniversary Committee as a part of our celebration of Armenia's conversion to 
Christianity. In their plenary meetings the Committee searched for an able 
chairman/ moderator for the forum and agreed to ask you if you would be 
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willing to undertake that task. The members of the Committee and I myself are 
convinced that you, with your broad knowledge of the Armenian diaspora, are 
the best-qualified person to chair such an event, since you are respected by all 
segments of Armenian society. 

The chairmanship of this event would not require any preparation. But we do 
need someone with your forensic skills and parliamentary knowledge to make 
the discussion lively and keep control of the audience. I hope you accept this 
request and let my office know about your decision. 

Thank you, Benon, for your kind consideration. May God continue to bless and 
inspire you in all your endeavors. 

With prayers, 

Archbishop Khajag Barsamian 
Primate 



1700 Annivertary Youth Committee Meeting 
Friday, September 29,2000, 11:00 AM 

Attendance: H. E. Archbishop Khajag Barsamian, H. E. Hovnan Derderian, Fr. Untzag 
Nalbandian, Yn. Arpi Kouzouian, Mr. Michael Haratunian and Mr. George Kassis, 

Sent out Article "Reflections on the 1700th Annivenary. Very much has 
changed. There should be a new direction towards celebrating the community 
(catechism, etc.). 

WEBSIDE: www. echmiadzin. com; www.holiechmiadzin.com 

1. Construction of Churches.- Renovation of monasteries. Have their posters. 
Mother Church - Armenia. Vehapar has made the announcement that three 
new cathedrals will be constructed. 

2. Exhibitions.- Exhibitions will take place in Moscow, Finland, Greece, 
Amsterdam and England. Three exhibitions in Yerevan one in Echmiadzin. 

3. Conferences.- Eastern Diocese, Canada (University of Canada and Toronto), 
Switzerland (University of Switzerland) and Armenia- October 3-5. 

4. Publications.- In order to minimize budget, only up to 20 books were 
selected by the subcommittees, who will deal with programs and projects, and 
present their budget to main commjttee. Pamphlets for non-Armenian 
pilgrims going to Armenia will be on the website, as well as the bibliograph~. 

5. Celebrations.- December 31, 2000.- Official opening ceremonies for 1700 
Anniversary. 

6. Actual Program~- Program will be submitted to a special committee in 
Echmiadzin to impact people in Armenia. Will be televised in Europe and the 
United States. All Primates should be present. Each Primate should bring a 
boy and girl to join the Primate to inspire the people. Passing of torches. 
Khorvirab to Echmiadzin and to all churches. 

7. Echmiadzin Feast Day - June 1 ih, 2001.- Pilgrimage in Armenia. There 
will be an ecumenical service. 

8. Youth Pilgrimage- July 10-20, 2001.- Hard Pilgrimage. Organize similar to 
rally organized by pilgrimage to Armenia - Diaspora headed by Catholicos. 
There are two levels of pilgrimage - smaller pilgrimages, retreats, bible 
studies, etc. Main pilgrimage, representing young groups from each Diocese, 
will arrive at Khorvirab on July 14th 2001, they will talk among each other 
about their activities and get to know themselves better. There will be a 
monitoring center. Evening song service in front ofKhorvirab, walking 
pilgrimage with torches to Echmiadzin through villages, where they will 
arrive Sunday morning. Arevakal or Badarak in the morning. Youth should 
receive communion. Around 9:00p.m. they will have a prayer service at the 
new Cathedral where there will be children choirs when they will proceed to 
Main Square and end activity. 



9. Diocesan Youth Committee.- Will be organized in other parts of the world, 
ages 18 to 27 (not younger). European youth committees are being organized. 
Every pilgrim should have his or her own insurance (health, life, travel). An 
office in Armenia is set to open on October 1st, 2000. Narig will be managing 
the office, whichwill be open 12 hours until May 15

\ 2001, and after that the 
office will be open 24 hours a day. The youth will register through the 
Diocese, in order that it becomes a Diocese program. This is an educational 
program; youth should be selected by youth committee and after contact the 
travel agent. There should be several agencies in Armenia to be contacted for 
traveling purposes. Other church representatives should be invited- a letter 
from Vehapar should be sent to Eastern Diocese requesting Prelate to write 
invitation letter to other church representatives (Prelacy, Catholic, Protestant 
Churches, etc.). They will have the opportunity to meet with the Catholicos. 
The purpose of this pilgrimage is rechristianization of youth in Armenia. 
Social activities should be planned for interaction - consider sports 
competitions, concerts, etc. Language will not represent a problem. 

10. Motto.- the following motto was suggested: "We are United in the Faith of 
Saint Gregory". Look forward to receiving other suggestions. 

11. Pilgrimage on April 24th was discussed. It was agreed that maybe this 
would generate a conflict. Subject to further discussion. 

12. Blessing ofMuron.- To take place during September 21 through 23, 2001 in 
Yerevan. 

13. Consecration of Bishops.- To take place on September 30th, 2001 in 
Yerevan. 

14. Diocesan Representative Meeting.- November 21-23, 2000. Youth 
ministers to review entire youth program. 

15. Committee and chairperson should be named. 
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DIOCESE OF THE ARMENIAN CHURCH OF AMERICA 

u.n.u.~\Jnr'l-nt>r<l'flt>'u ~u.snB U.lfbrfl4U.Bfl u.rbt>bl.bU.'u r<l'blfh 

Archbishop Khajag Barsamian, Primate 

October 11, 2000 

To: Reverend Clergy and Parish Council Chairmen 

Re: 1700th Anniversary Opening Ceremonies-Youth Lottery. 

I am pleased to announce that plans for our Diocesan-wide 1700th anniversary 
celebration are moving along quickly and efficiently. This directive concerns our 
plan for the Opening Ceremonies, scheduled to take place at St. Vartan Cathedral 
in conjunction with Armenian Christmas- and at each of our local parishes in early 
January. 

The idea behind the Opening Ceremony is very exciting, and will be a visually 
impressive way of conveying the meaning of our year-long celebration. Let me 
begin by sharing it with you. 

At the stroke of midnight on December 31, 2000-New Year's Eve-the 
Catholicos of All Armenians, His Holiness Karekin II, will light a torch at Khor 
Virab in Armenia: site of St. Gregory the Enlightener' s imprisonment. The 
Catholicos will then travel in procession to Holy Etchmiadzin, where he will 
light a lantern on the Altar of Descent. 

Around Vehapar will be the diocesan primates of the worldwide Armenian 
Church, each accompanied by a pair of youth representatives from their own 
diocese. After lighting the lantern with the flame from Khor Virab, Vehapar will 
light a similar lantern for each diocese; these in turn will be transported back to 
the various home dioceses by the primates and their youth representatives. 

The idea is to have the symbolic "light of St. Gregory" passed from the source of 
our faith and heritage- Holy Etchmiadzin- to each diocesan center, and finally 
to every local Armenian parish and home, to inaugurate the 1700th jubilee year. 
In our own Diocese, the opening ceremony will take place on Saturday, January 
6, 2001 at New York's St. Vartan Cathedral. Each local parish will hold its own 
opening ceremony one week later, on Sunday, January 14. 

A wonderful feature of this event is the participation of youth representatives 
from each diocese. One boy and one girl will represent our own Diocese, and in 
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order to select these representatives, we will need the help of our local parishes. 
This directive provides instructions on how to proceed. 

In the next two weeks, each parish should compile a list of all its local young 
people between the ages of 18 and 28, inclusive. Those names should be written 
on slips of paper and placed in two boxes (one for boys, the other for girls), for 
use in a drawing; the boxes should be placed in the chancel of the church. The 
local drawings will take place on Sunday, November 12, following the Divine 
Liturgy; one boy's name and one girl's name will be drawn, and these names 
should be submitted to the Diocesan Center on the following day. 

(PLEASE NOTE that all of the young people chosen in the local lotteries will take part in 
the January 6 service at St. Vartan Cathedral-whether or not they are chosen to 
make the trip to Armenia. See below.) 

Once received, the names will be placed in another lottery drawing, to take place 
in my presence on Sunday, November 19. Once again, one boy and one girl will 
be selected; these two will accompany me to Armenia on December 27 or 28, 
2000, to take part in the ceremonies at Khor Virab and Holy Etchmiadzin. They 
will carry the lantern bearing the symbolic "light of St. Gregory" back to New 
York City, for the opening ceremony at St. Vartan Cathedral. 

As mentioned above, all names drawn in the local parish lotteries will be invited 
to New York, to attend the opening ceremony at St. Vartan Cathedral on 
Saturday, January 6, 2001. At that time, the "light of St. Gregory" will be shared 
with the boy-girl pairs from each parish, who will return to their home 
communities with the flame. Finally, on Sunday, January 14, 2001, each local 
parish will hold its own opening ceremony, during which the local parishioners 
will light a candle from the lantern flame, and bring the "light of St. Gregory" 
back to their own homes. 

I'm sure you agree that this will be an exciting and beautiful beginning for our 
jubilee year. And I am especially pleased that it provides a unique opportunity 
for our younger generation. To ensure its success, our parishes should begin 
making the necessary preparations right away. 

To clarify what each parish needs to do in the short term: 

(1) Compile a list of every local boy and girl, ages 18 to 28, inclusive. 

(2) Place the names in two separate boxes- one for boys, the other for girls
in the church chancel, to be used in the local drawing. 



(3) Draw the name of one boy and one girl per parish, following badarak on 
Sunday, November 12. (All names drawn will be invited to take part in 
the ceremony at St. Vartan Cathedral on January 6.) 

(4) Contact the Diocesan Center on Monday, November 13, to inform us of 
the officially chosen names. These will be placed in the Diocesan drawing 
on November 19. 

Please feel free to call the Diocesan Center if you require clarification on any 
point above. In the meantime, I look forward to seeing each of our parishes 
support this effort in every way possible. 

With prayers, , 
(\!.,.~. ~-~~ 

Archbishop Khajag Barsamian 
Primate 
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l.nqbzGnr6. Ubrnqpt '-lrq. fluwJuwGbwG 
U.rdwGwzGnrfi U.tbm~u U. . .RfiGJ."lWtJ!qbwG 
U.rdwGw2Gnrfi U.pht .RfiGJ· 0.1umfbw6 
Snf~. f1.nUftr U.qJtlwqbwG 
Spwr lhmG lllwqmwuwrhwfi 

btrnUfWJP qbq.rnGwqwG 

(lfwruftt.fiw- Jrwliuw) 
( 1/Jwrftq - Jrwliuw) 
{£jmli - :/Jrwliuw) 
(.l!folu- 9-hrrlwufiw) 
(f/Jwrftq- Jrwliuw) 
( dl!lihL - !lmftgbrftw) 
(If wruftlftw - :brwuuw) 
( f/Jwrfiq - Jrwuuw) 

btrDU{WJP ~bdwqwG qw..C finqmwqwG pn1nr WJG fiw..CwJGfGbr~, nrnGf 41! ~w~wfpG 
prbGg qwqm~p fiwJ brpmwuwrq.m~ptG(! L.wjwumwG mqwrqbl 200lp BmtftupG mbqp 
mGhfiwtJtf WJI} brpmwuwrq.wqwG OtJumwqGwgm~bwG t.fwuGwqgh[nt fiwtfwr, 
utwrmpfi \twut fiwumwmht qhrnJpzhwt lthq.rnGwqwG BwGO.Gw}unulppG fibm: 

« 1700wtfhwqp br~mwuwrqwqwG OtJumwqGwsmphwfi btrnutWJ~ qhqrnfiwqwfi 
JWGO.fiw}umt.fp»p qrwubGbwq(! 41! qmGmJt $wrJtqJt U. BnqfiwGGtu lf4rmftt lJ WJI' 
hqhqbg}ttG fihru: ltwUJ fiwumwmhtm fiwtfwr qJnfht qrwtnr qwd fihnwawJfiml Utbmpu 
U.. -RfifiJ- 'llwt(!qbwfip'"u ltw\1 Bwrm~ptG .RfifiJ- fa-wzGbwfip'"u fibmbtbwt fiwustJtG.-

Cathedrale Armenienne St. Jean Baptiste 
15, Rue Jean-Goujon 
75008 Paris - France 

Tel: 00.331.43.59.67.03 
Fax: 00.331.42.56.46.08 

1700wrlbwqfi 9-rwublihwq 

UWJP Urann U. t2lll'lwbpiJ, ~WI'JWP;1W~WU1, 'IWJWUU1Wl.J • '\tin: (374-2) 287483/151700 I (374-59) 47700 • .1lwjlu: (374-2) 151700 • t[-\.jlnuU1: 1700@etchmiadzin.am 
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DIOCESE OF THE ARMENIAN CHURCH OF AMERICA 
un-usn .. nr'l.nf\ra-tofl\J ~usns utrortol!USto urotoblbU\J ra-otrto 

Archbishop Khajag Barsamian, Primate 

Updwliw21inph 
S. Q.pftqnp ./2hlij: UwUJnzlilfbwli 
<nl/ftz Q.t}l/1 Q.wwft «liftlf!U» bnzjuft 
<wtftupf!li 

Uftpbtft Stp Q.pftqnp, 

/iJ"ftz 3847 
UbUJwblfpbp 25. 2000 

15pwqpwu blip hnqbmp hnl/ftzlibpnz liz hnqbmp lfwwwqwpwplibpmlflpwliwJftli 
dnl/nt/libp qnzlfwpb[ 'q!luwmp liftzp nzlibliw[nt/ <wJwuwwlift lftp ./2pftuwnlitnzpftzli[! npUJtu 
UJbmwqwli ljpolip hn}wqlfwli 1700-ftli wnftpntf lfbp pbliftli lftp qwqlfwqbpUJnzbtftp 
hwliiJftunzpftzlilibpf!: 

llju fJI111lpliwlfp dbq /;{! hpwzftpblip Q.ljUUJP/JD ifWUUW}DW[gft U. fJppnpl)fllpftzli 
fJql:uzbgmJ lftp wl:utft nzlibliwlftp lflPWUWJftli dnrznl/ftli, np UJ}Jwft qnzlfwpnzft <ftlifJlWPPft 
UbUJmblfpbp 28, wnwzowbwli dwlif! 11:00-ftli: Uju dnrznl/ft [!lipwgpftli qtuopnzwli lfw2 UJ}Jwft 
UUJWUWpqnzft: 

li:f! UUJWUblip np wliUJWJlfwli libpqwJ qwlinl}Jp WJU dnrznl/ftli, npUJtuqft wl:uzbqwliwp 
pt UnwplinPIJwpwlif! ftlil (}pwqftplibp lf2wqwu t <wJ dnl/ntfnzPIJftli'ftlilUJlu liwbz hwliwjli 
ppftuUJnlibwJ w2}uwphftli hwlfwplfbu lilwliwqnzpftzli libpqwjwgfinl/ WJU UJWUJlfwqwli 
ftpwl)wpdnzpftzli[! tfwJii[lniJ]nt/ woliwjulfpb[nz hwlfwp, liz wnftp nzfibliwp dbp 
fJWI/Wlftwplibpli nz pb[WIJpnlpftzlilibpf! iftnjuwligb[nz libpqwlibpnzli: 

!Jwpft l:uzl:p dbp lfwuliwqgnzpbwli lfwuftli wl:uzbqwglib[ U. fJppnpiJDzpftzli fJql:uzbgm] 
hnqbznp hnl/ftz 'Upd2, S. lrwlfppt U. ./2hlij. Q.nzqnzbwlift: 

UbUjUJblfpbp28-ftli dbq wbulib[ni JDJUDt/ liz uftpnj mzpnzliftl' 

~~J.~\ u_.rt.J"t~ 
Juwdwq Upp. fTJwpuwlfbwli 
UnwplinPIJ 

630 SECOND AVENUE, NEW YORK, NY 10016-4806 TElEPHONE 212.686.0710 FAX 212.779.3558 



DIOCESE OF THE ARMENIAN CHURCH OF AMERICA 
unu~unr-'lm·rat'lt-u ~uans uubr'J"il.IUSJ"i Ur'bt-bLbUu rabUJ"i 
630 Second Avenue, New York, NY 10016-4885 Tel. 212.686.0710 Fax 212.252.0681 

MEMORANDUM 
By Facsimile By Mail By Messenger 

To: Vahakn Hovnanian, Kevork Toroyan 

From: George Kassis 

;,,·0S.::tii~~:IeaMIIttap,J8\ajllfJ~ 

Date: September 21, 2000 

Re: Pilgrimage Draft Agreement 

By Hand Intramural 

No. of Pages: 4 

NOTICE: Information contained in this document is privileged to the individual(s) it is addressed to. Any accidental 
transmission or delivery to any other person(s) is by error. If such is the case, please destroy the document and inform 
the sender by telephone or by fax (collect). Your cooperation in this matter will be highly appreciated. 

Attached is the draft of the agreement we plan to sign. Would appreciate your comments 
by Noon tomorrow. 

Thank you. 



AGREEMENT 

AGREEMENT made this Thursday, September 21, 2000 between Pacha Tours/Miltur Consortium, herein 
referred to as the Tour Operator and the DOICESE OF THE ARMENIAN CHURCH OF AMERICA, herein 
referred to as the Purchaser. 

WHEREAS, the parties have agreed upon arrangements for the "2001 -In the Footsteps of St. Gregory 
the Enlightener From Caes_area to Etchmiadzin" hereinafter to be referred to as the Pilgrimage. 

WHEREAS, the Agreement set forth the terms and conditions of the Pilgrimage. 

NOW THEREFORE IT IS MUTUALLY AGREED: 

Departure and Return dates for the Pilgrimage: 

Departure : Monday June 4, 2001 

Return :Monday June 18, 2001 

The dates are a critical part of the contract and cannot be changed by the Tour Operator as they relate to 
religious services that are date-specific .. 

Rates: Per person in Double 

• Program A $3160 

• Program B, C and 0: 2990 

Single Supplement: $400 

For details of each program please see addendum 1 

For US add-on rates see addendum 2 

Rates Include: 

• Roundtrip Transatlantic Flights: with Internationally recognized lATA airlines with direct non-stop 
flights from New York (JFK) and Chicago (ORO) to Istanbul, in order to provide the best service 
and flight schedule 

• Regional Flights: ISTANBUUKAYSERI, ERZURUM/YEREVAN and YERAVAN/ISTANBUL, 
(Program A: ADANAIERZURUM flight is also included) 

• Hotels accommodations: 4 star hotels in Istanbul and in Cappadocia, best available in other 
areas. In Yerevan: Ani and Armenia hotels will be used up to their capacity and only then 
Yerevan, Aviatrans, Sil and other hotels will be used respectively up to their capacity. 
Tour costs are based on the following rates negotiated between the tour operator and service 
providers in Armenia: Average cost of all services for 5 nights: $325 per person. 
This rate takes into account the cost of: 
Armenia hotel at $65 per person per night, bed and breakfast. 
Ani hotel at $40 per person per night, bed and breakfast. 
Yerevan hotel at $75 per person per night, bed and breakfast. 

If with the help of the purchaser, the tour operator were able to receive a discount on any of the 
above rates, the resulting credit would go to the purchaser. 



.. 

Passengers will be allowed full use of their rooms until departure time of busses to airport. 

• Full Board services (breakfast, lunch, dinner), starting with the dinner on day 2 and ending with the 
breakfast of day 15 

• One bottle of water per person per meal and a soft drink with lunches 

• All entrance fees to the museum and historical sites per attached itineraries 

• Land transportation with AIC busses with bathrooms. (Same busses will be used in Armenia as 
well) 

• An English speaking professional guide per bus 

• One representative from Patriachate of Istanbul per bus (free of charge) 

• One free in a double room for every 19 paying passengers per program 

• Airport Meet and Greet Services and Hotel Hospitality Service: Airport service is available at the 
International gateway airports on arrival and departures in the U.S., Armenia and Turkey. Each 
hotel will have a Tour Operator Hospitality desk. 

There may be requests for VIP hotel suites, Airline seat upgrades, flights from many other cities in the 
USA, which Tour Operator will provide at extra cost, subject to availability 

Rates do not Include: 

• Turkish visa fee: $45 per person 

• Armenia visa fee: $30 per person 

• Expenses of personal nature (Laundry, telephone charges etc.) 

• Camera and Video equipment charges at sites and museums 

Discounts: 

1-Volume: 

Up to 450 passengers: No discount 
451-550 : $10.50 per person (On all 451 + paying pax) 
551-650 : $16.25 per person (On all 551+ paying pax) 
651-750 :$21.75 per person (On all651+ paying pax) 

2-Extensions: 

Armenia Extension: 10% 

Turkey extensions: 1 0% 

3-Add-on flights within USA: 10% 

Flights from/to the passengers' departure point in the USA to one of the Gateways: New York JFK, 
Chicago ORO. (See addendum 2 for a complete list of rates) 
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... 

Other Issues: 

• Promotional Activities and Related Costs: The Tour Operator hereby undertakes to cover the 
following costs for promotion of this tour: 
Poster: Tour Operator shall print 1000 posters 16x24 bleed 4 color. 
Direct Mail materials: Tour Operator will bear the full costs of printing 100,000 brochures for the 
tour and have them delivered to an address designated by purchaser. 

• Tour Operator will send confirmation letter /package to people reserving a tour, upon receipt of 
their reservation, within a maximum delay of one week from the date of receipt. 

• Tour Operator will send weekly booking reports to the Diocese. 

• Travel Insurance: Every registered passenger will receive (together with their initial invoice) a 
brochure for optional individual travel insurance protection plan offered by an insurance company. 
Passengers will deal directly with the insurance company. 

• Escrow Account: Tour operator will establish a separate escrow account for this tour into which all 
full payments (received approximately 45 days prior to the departure) will be deposited. 
40% of these monies will be available to the Tour Operator on April 30, 2001 (35 days prior to the 
departure) and the balance will be available on June 18, 2001 
$350 tour deposit collected at the registration time will not be deposited into this escrow account. 

• Given the management, public relations and promotional costs to be incurred by the purchaser 
the following amounts will be added to the tour costs: 
Option A :$~bringing the published price to $3595 
Option B/C/D : $~bringing the published price to $3495 

• Credit Reimbursements: All credits (Unused free credits -based on above rates-, Erzurum to 
Yerevan flight -if it is not used- or other credits): will be reimbursed to the Diocese within 10 days 
of the return date. 

The Diocese, as sponsor and promoter of this tour. does not hereby enter into any contractual agreement 
with any passenger. The Diocese does not assume any liability or responsibility for any injuries, 
inconveniences, illness, irregularities, or coincidental damages occasioned by circumstances including, 
but not limited to, events such as strikes, revolts, wars, natural disasters, closures of airports, or hotels, 
default or omission of any common or private carrier or the default, negligence or omission of and by any 
third party providing services or facilities related to or included in this tour or any part thereof, or in 
arranging for the same. The contractual agreement between passengers and the Tour Operator is 
governed by the agreement in the brochure and other common industry standards. 

The laws of the state of New York govern this contract. In the event of any dispute or litigation, the 
prevailing party shall be entitled to recover costs and reasonable attorney fees. The contracts between 
passengers and Tour Operator are not covered by this paragraph. 

This written agreement (but not the printed brochure or other materials) is strictly confidential. Disclosure 
of its contents by the Tour Operator or any of its staff without written permission of purchaser shall be 
considered a serious breach of contract. 

This agreement Is an exclusive one between the Tour Operator and the Purchaser. Neither party may 
enter into tour arrangement during 2001 similar to the "In the Footsteps of St. Gregory the Enlightener, 
from Caesarea to Etchmiadzin. An Armenian Pilgrimage" 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties have set their hand and seal on the day and year written above. 

Tour Operator 

Pacha Tours, Inc. 



>From nvigen@yahoo.com Sat Sep 16 09:33:11 2000 
Date: Sat, 16 Sep 2000 06:22:41 -0700 (PDT) 
From: Vigen Nalbandian <nvigen@yahoo.com> 
Subject: Armenia, Yerevan "9th Star" studio 
To: "Prmoff' <prmoff@armeniandiocese.org> 

SUMMARY OF THE TV PROGRAM AND FESTIVAL 
DEVOTED TO 1700th UNIVESARY OF ADOPTING CRISTIANITY 
IN ARMENIA 

"9-th Star" Studio 

1. Shooting and recording of videofilms, setting-up of 
the programs 

Grigor Lusavorich (biography and activities) 
Mesrop Mashtots (biography and activities) 
Khrimyan Hayrik (biography and activities) 
Church activity: meeting with Katolikos of all 
Armenian, His Holiness Garegin the first 
About Armenia (following the Bible: Armenia as holly 
land, Noah's Ark) 
The origin of Christianity, embodiment of Christ. 
Shooting is supposed to be done in Jerusalem 
Arrangements of events, recording, transmitting. 
Meeting with Patriarch of Jerusalem and Armenians in 
Diaspora. 
Meetings in Venice: the Pope, Armenian communities, 
Diaspora. 
Meetings with Armenians in Germany, film about 
Armenian Christian churches in Germany. Meetings with 
Germans. What is their contribution to the expecting 
event? 
Meetings with Armenian Diaspora in different countries 
such as US, Great Britain, France, Norvege, Argentina, 
Canada, Greece, Russia. 
Working out of the program called "The Key of 
Christianity" which is supposed to be 
contest-festival. Scientists, producers, journalists, 
actors, dancers, singers, director, authorities not 
only from Armenia but also from other countries are 
supposed to be invited. 
Arrangement of TV-bridge "Armenia - Other Countries" 
Meetings with cinema and culture representatives of 
different countries. 

Printed for Primate's Office <prmoff@armeniandiocese.org> 9/18/00 



Nelly Mkrtchyan 
Director and author of the program 

PRIZE "CHRISTIANITY KEY" 
1700TH ANNIVERSARY 

The Prize "Christianity Key" will be made of bronze, 
silver and gold-dipping. 
The winner of the first prize will be handed will be 
made of silver and gold-dipping. 
The winner of the second prize will be handed will be 
made of silver. 
The winner of the third prize will be handed will be 
made of bronze. 
There will be also other prizes, souvenirs and gifts. 
At the Competition-Festival "Christianity Key" will be 
participate not only the Republic of Armenia, but the 
foreign countries as well. 
A TV bridge will be organized between the Republic of 
Armenia and the foreign countries. 

Author and Director 
of the Project 

Tel.: 56-68-85 
fax: 53-53-22 
e-mail nvigen@yahoo.com 

COMPETITION FESTIVAL 

Nelli Mkrtchyan 

DEDICATED TO THE 1700TH ANNIVERSARY OF 
THE OFFICIAL PROCLAMATION OF CHRISTIANITY 
AS THE STATE RELIGION OF ARMENIA 

PRIZE "CHRISTIANITY KEY" 

In the Competition-Festival dedicated to the 1700th 
Anniversary of the Official Proclamation of 
Christianity as the State Religion of Armenia will be 
participating: 
1. Clergy. 
2. State figures. 
3. Scientists, scholars. 
4. Artists. 
5. Film producers and directors. 
6. Journalists and representatives of the mass media. 

Printed for Primate's Office <prmoff@armeniandiocese.org> 9/18/00 



7. Singers. 
8. Ensembles of various genres and dance groups. 
9. Diasporan Armenians living throughout the world. 
10. Foreign countries (USA, England, France, Italy, 
Russia, Germany, Japan, lsrayel, etc.). 

His Eminence 
Archbishop Khajag Barsamian 
Primate of the Eastern Diocese of the USA 

Your Einence, 
I wish to inform you, that by means of the electronic 
mail I have recently sent you the brief summary of the 
program and the festival dedicated to the 1700th 
Anniversary of proclaiming Christianity as the State 
Religion of Armenia. We have planned to make a film, 
to organize a competition-festival. The film will be 
prepared in America. There will be a meeting with your 
Eminence. I would like to ask for your assistance and 
support, also, in case of possibility, to send visas 
for the creative group members for visiting America 
and making a videofilm there. 
Thank you in advance, with best wishes, 

Nelly Mkrtchian 
Director of "9th Star" studio, film producer 

Do You Yahoo!? 
Yahoo! Mail- Free email you can access from anywhere! 
http://mail.yahoo.com/ 

Printed for Primate's Office <prmoff@armeniandiocese.org> 9/18/00 



DIOCESE OF THE ARMENIAN CHURCH OF AMERICA 
UrHJ.Q\..nrfl.nf"\lil'flf"\\.. l..UBn6 U.trbPfl'-IU.Bfl UPbf"\blbU\.. lil'bUfl 

Archbishop Khajag Barsamian, Primate 

Updwuw2unph 
S. ifwrfppt U. .llhuJ. q.nzqmliwu 
<mlftz u. appnplJlllpjllfi a/jliiJligmj 
q.t.JrJUJflft6 

Uftliplft Stp ifwlippt, 

JO-ftz 3831 
UliUJmlirfplip 18, 2000 

Uju qpmpliwrfp libp 2finphwljwzmpjufi[] /j!J JWJmfilifip dliqft 'np pwpft biJWJJ 
[]fiiJwnwplizlilip JuOIJPwOpftO liz hftzp[]Oljwm !JllWf UliUJmliliplip 28-ftO mlirlft mOliuwlftp 
hnqliwpwljwfiwg 2P2WfiwJftO dniJnt./ftfi: 

Umnjlbz /j!J qmfitp uftz flfi/jlJ!fimft hnqliznpwljwfifilipm IJJl/jmwii hpwztpftfi pfiwqftp!J. 

«t>pwqpwo hUp hnqhmp hm.[luuhpm ht hnqhmp uwmwqwpwpUhpm ZP2WUWJpU 
dnqnqUhp qmuwpht' qt.tuwmp U}ltl} mUhUwtnll. <t.wJwumwU}l ut2 .Rp}lumnUtm}}}ltU{! npUJ.tu 
UJ.hmwqwU l.J.pofip hn~wquwU 1700-pU wnpl)nq uhp l}htipU ut2 qwquwqhpUJ.mhtlip 
hwfii]Jlum}}ptUfihpn: 

liJU qpm}}hwup ohq l.J.t! hpwtpptup q.tJUUJ.Pp6lfwuuw~mutgp U. bppnpqm}}ptU 
bl.J.hqhgmJ ut2 mhqp mUhfiwtlip ZP2WUwJpfi dnqnqpfi. np UJ.Pmp qmuwpmp <!,pUqzwpl)p 
UhUJ.mhuphp 28. wnwwmhwU awun 11 :00-}lU: liJu dnqnqp {!Ul}wgp}lU qtuopmwU 6wz UJ.}lmp 
UUJ.WUWpqntp: 

lit! UUJ.WUh(ip np WliUJ.WJUWli fihpl.J.wJ qmumpp WJU VniJ.ntlitU. npUJ.tuqp mhiJ.hl.J.wUwp 
l}t Unw2UnpqwpwUn }l'U~ opwq}lpUhp uzwqwc) t <!,wj dnqm{mpi]Jlfi' }lu~UJ.tu Uwht hwtiwJU 
pp}lumnfihWJ wz]:uwphpfi hwuwp Uho Ozwfiwqntl}lllfi fihpqwjwgfinq WJU UJ.WIDUwqwfi 
ppwqwpompptUt! qwJhtzmpml. moUwJ:uuphtm hwuwp. ht wnpp mUhfiwp ohp 
qwqwtlJ.wpUhpU m l}htwqpmpptUUhpn tlJ.nJ:uwughtm fihpqwuhpmu: 

Pwp}l hiJ.tp ahp uwuUwqgmphwU uwu}lfi mhqhqwgUht U. bppnpqmp}ltfi bqhqhgmJ 
hnqhmp hnqpt' Up<tz. S. lfwuppt U . .RhfiJ. Q.mqmhwU}l:» 

Bft2liwz hpwztp[] IJJl/jmwu t hlimlizliwzulipmfi. S. Uputfi U. .flhfiJ. ITJwpuwliliwfi, S. 
llnwpliz./2hOJ. Uz6wzliwO, s. Uzlim .flhuJ. /iJ'tpqliwu, s. 02wljwO r.lpiJ. lrftzzlj]llfliwO, s . .Qliunp 
./2hfiJ. uwzUJwfimliwO, S. !Owl]tnu ./2hfiJ. UUJmwzliwfi, Ulipnd Uplj. Uppmlibwu bz <wuztp 
Uplj. UbhpwUjbwfi: 

Lwzwqn}fi liwiJPwfipObpnrj bz uftpnJ niJpmfiftz' 

',--.~ ~t~· ell~ 
!rJwdwlj Upp. ITJwpuwlibwfi 
UnwplinplJ 

630 SECOND AVENUE, NEW YORK, NY 10016-4806 TELEPHONE 212.686.0710 FAX 212.779.3558 



DIOCESE OF THE ARMENIAN CHURCH OF AMERICA 
UlrUQ\JnP'l-OP.rcl'llP.\, l.US08 UtrbPfl~USll UPbl>bl.bU\, rcl'btrll 

Updwliwzlinph 
S. t.[wqqtli .Rhlii Q.mqml:iwli 

Archbishop Khajag Barsamian, Primate 

fiT]ll 3833 
Ul:iUJml:itipl:ip I 5. 2000 

t.[wpftl bp]lmwuwJllJwg 15wnwJmpl:iwli Pwdwliumlipft 
Q.tJliUJ.Pftti 

U]lpl:ilft Stp t[wqqtli. 

Cipwqpwu blip hnql:iznp hnziJulibpm lit hnqbznp uwmwljwpwplibpmzppwliwJftli 
dn1Jmjlibp qmtiwpb[' qJ]uwznp li]l1p mlibliw[nt/ ~WJWUmwlift titp ./2pftumnlitmpfttlip npUJtu 
UJbmwljwli ljpolip hnjwljtiwli I 700-ftli wn]lpntj tfbp pbtf]lli titp ljwqtfwljbpUJm b!ftp 
hwliiJftumpjulilibpp: 

U]u qpmpbwtfp dbq IJl! hpwi]lpblip Q.t)UUJ.Pftti lFwuuwjnwtg]l U. l7ppnf1IJ11tpfttli 
bljbl]bgznJ utp mlirzft mlibliwlftp zppwliwJftli dn1Jnt/ftli, np UJftmft qmuwpmft ~ftliqzwppft 
UbUJmbtipl:ip 28. wnwwml:iwli dwtip I I:OO-ftli: Uju dn1Jnt/ft plipwgpftli ljtuopmwli tiwz UJftmft 
UUJWUW]1/jntft: 

lLp UUJWublip np wliUJWJUWii lil:ipljwJ qmlimftp WJU dn1Jnt/ftli. npUJtuqft mb!zbljwliwp 
pt UnwplinJ11Jwpwlip ft'lil t)pwqftplibp lf2wljw(} t <wJ UniJntjmpiJftli'ftlilUJtu liwlu hwtfwjli 
pp]lumnlibwJ w2fuwphftli hwuwp lib(} OzwOw[JmpjuO Obpljw}wglinrz WJU UJWmtfwljwO 
ftpw1Jwpdmpftiii[! tjwJbflDLP»t/ moliwjmfpbzm hwtfwp, Iii wn]lp mlibliwp dbp 
QWIJWljlwpObpli m pb[WIJPI1tp]lz00bp[! ljlnjuwligbzm Obp[Jwlibpmli: 

Pwpft luzl:p dbp tfwuliwljgmpbwli tfwu]lli mluzbljwglib[ U. bppnJ11JDtpftili bljbiJbgznJ 
hnqbmp hnt/ftt' Updz. S. ifwtfppt U . .RhliJ. Q.mqmbwlift: 

UbUJmbtfpbp 28-]10 dbq mbulib[m JDJUntj b1 u]lpnJ nrzpmli]lL · 

~Y~r{·vt~ 
!uwdwlj Upp. fTJwpuwtfbwli 
UnwplinJllJ 
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DIOCESE OF THE ARMENIAN CHURCH OF AMERICA 
Url-U~\JnPrt.nltlil'fllt\J l.U.Sn6 UtrbPfll.:!USfl UPbltblbU\J lil'blffl 

<nqbJunph 
S. rf.whwu r[pq.. Bmfhwuutubwu 
rf.wpfti U. ubputu CuawJwpwup 
uftl bnpp 

Uftpblft <wJp rf.whwu, 

Archbishop Khajag Barsamian, Primate 

JitftlJ829 
UbUJmbrfpbp 15, 2000 

15pwqpwt7 bup hnqbwp hnt/JJLubpm 111 hnqbwp rfwmwljwpwpubpm lflf!WUWJftu 
dmzmjubp qiurfwpbz'qzjuwwp Uftlp mubuwzmf <wJWUmwup rftp J2pftumnutmpftlU!J npUJtU 
UJbmwljwu ljpoup hn1w1Jrfwu 1700-ftu wnftpnt/ lfbp pbliftu lftp ljwqrfwljbpUJmblftp 
hwuiJftumpftluubpp: 

llJu qpmpbwrfp dbq /j!J hpwlftpbup UnwpunpiJwpwuftu lftp mbiJft mtibuwlftp 
lflf!WtiWJftO dmznt/ftti, np UJftmft qmlfwpmft :JnpbpJwppft UbUJmblfpbp 27, ljtuopmwti dwlfp 
12:00-ftti: ifniJnt/ft ptipwgpftti ljtuopmwti 6w2 UJftmft UUJWUwpljmft: 

lzp uUJwubup np wtiUJWJiiwti tibp/jwJ qmumftp WJU dniJnt/ftu. npUJtuqft mbiJb/jwuwp 
pt llnwptinPIJwpwup ftlii bpwqftptibp li2w1Jwt7 t <wJ dniJntfmpiJftti'fttiiUJtu tiwb1 hwlfw]ti 
ppftumnubwj W2Juwphftu hwrfwp lib(} U2WtiwljmpftlU ubp/jwjwguniJ WJU UJWUlUW/jwti 
ftpWIJWpdmpftlti!J t/W]Ii[llll/lflt/ mouwjurfpb[nt hwlfwp, Ill wnftp mubtiwp dbp 
(jWIJWlftwpti/ip{i Dl pb[WIJPDipftlutibp!J t.ftnjuw{igb[Dl {i/ip/jwti/ipmti: 

.Pwpft l:ilzl:p dbp rfwutiwljgmpbwti lfwuftti ml:ilzbljwgubz UnwpunPIJwpwtift 
qpwububwljp 'lfbp pwpmmiJWpnlhft Sftljftti lfwpft fl}tpUJtpbwtift: 

UbUJmblfpbp 27-ftu dbq mbutibzm JflJuntf 111 uftpnJ DIJf!mtiftl' 

~y~.J"t~ 
Jvwdwlj llfl/l. fl}wpuwrfbwu 
Unwptinfll) 
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DIOCESE OF THE ARMENIAN CHURCH OF AMERICA 
UO.UQ\JnP'l.n~lit'f1~\J l..US06 U.U'bPf1ltU.Sf1 U.Pbfl.blbU:\J lit'bU'f1 

<nqb2finph 
S. IJ.wfifttz UpiJ . .:bftfimftpbwfi 
u. ubputu CfiOwJWJlWfift 
l5ftuwqftmmpbwfi Wpn.jJtutop 
"&ftz bnpp 

Uftpblft <wJp IJ.wfifttz, 

Archbishop Khajag Barsamian, Primate 

£Uftz 3830 
Uluqmbtipbp 15, 2000 

l5pwqpwu bfip hnqbznp hm/Jufibpnz bz hnqbznp tiwmwljwpwpfibpm 2J12WfiWJftfi 
dniJntffibp qnztiwpbz' qtJuwznp fijlzp mfibfiwznt/ <wJwumwfift titp J2pftumnfitmpftzfi[J npliJtu 
liJbmwljwfi ljpofip hn2wljtiwfi 1 700-ftfi wnftpntj tibp pbtiftfi titpljwqtiwljbpliJmblftp 
hwfiiJftumpftzfifibpfJ: 

Uju qpmpbwtip dbq /j[J hpwzftpbfip UnwpfinpiJwpwfiftu titp mbiJft mfibfiwlftp 
2J12WfiWJftfi dniJnt/ftfi, np UJftmft qnztiwpnzft ::.Jnpbp2wppjl Ublljmbtipbp27, ljtuopmwfi dwti[J 
12:00-ftfi: chliJnt/ft [Jfipwgpftfi ljtuopmwfi 6w2 UJ]zmft UUJwuwpljmft: 

l.f[J UlljWUbfip DJl WfilljWJUWfi fibp/jWJ qmfimftp WJU dniJnt/ftfi, DJlllj[Uqft WbiJb/jwfiwp 
pt UnwpfinpiJWJlWfi[J ftli2 (}pwqftpfibp ti2w/jwu t <wJ dniJntfmpiJftfi'ftfi2UJtu fiwbz hwtiw}fi 
ppftumnfibwJ W2fuwphftfi hwtiwp tibu fi2wfiwljmpjlzfi fibp/jw}wgfiniJ WJU liJWmtiwljwfi 
ftJlWIJWJldmpftzfi[J tfwJbf2niJlnt/ mofiwjutipbzm hwtiwp, bz wnftp mfibfiwp dbp 
qwiJwiftwpfibpfi m pb[WIJJ1Dzpftzfifibp!J iftnjuwfigbzm fibpljwfibpmli: 

.Pwpft b!zl:p dbp tiwuliwljgmpbwli tiwuftli mbiJb/jwglibz UnwplinpiJwpwlift 
qpwubfibw/j[J · tibp pwpmmiJwpmhft Sftljftli ifwpft fl}[pliJtpbwlift: 

UbUJmbtipbp27-ftli dbq mbulibzm JnJuntj bz uftpnJ niJpmfiftz · 

~~~t.J-1~ 
/uwdwlj Upp. fl}wpuwtibwli 
UnwpfinpiJ 
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DIOCESE OF THE ARMENIAN CHURCH OF AMERICA 
urHJ..2.\..nr'l-nt,ra-t>t>\.. ~usns U.trbrf14U.St> u.rbt>blbU.\.. ra-otrt> 

Archbishop Khajag Barsamian, Primate 

<.nqb2finph 
S. Uftritnfi UpiJ. OmWUJWlbwfi 
r.f.wpftz <<U}12[!fi» 15mjubpnz Bwjmwqpft 
7Jftz anpp 

Uftpblft <!,wjp Uftlitnfi, 

liTftz3828 
UbUJmbrfpbp 15, 2000 

15pwqpwu bfip hnqbmp hnr./Jufibpm bz hnqbznp rfwmwljwpwpfibpm 2P2WUWJftfi 
dniJnzffibp qhzlfwpb[ 'qtfuwznp fijJzp mfibfiwtnzf <.wjwumwfift rft2 ./lpftumnfitnzpftzfi[! npUJtu 
UJbmwljwfi ljpofip hnzwljrfwfi 1 700-ftfi wnftpnzf rfbp pbriftfi rft2/jwqrfwljbpUJmbt.ftp 
hwfilJftumpftzfifibpf!: 

UJu qpnzpbwrfp dbq /j!J hpwzftpbfip Unw2finpiJwpwfijJu rft2 mbiJft mfibfiwt.ftp 
2P2WUWJftfi dniJnzfftfi. np UJ}lmft qmrfwpnzft :JnpbJJ2WPPft UbUJmbrfpbp 27, ljtuopnzwfi dwrfp 
12:00-ftfi: chJ.IJnzfft [!fipwgpft(] ljtuopnzwfi lfw2 UJftmft UUJWUWpljnzft: 

lip UUJWUbfip np wfiUJWJUWfi fibp/jWJ qmfimftp WJU dniJnzfft{], npUJtuqft mbiJb/jwfiwp 
pt Unw2finpl)wpwfi[! ft liz apwqftpfibp li2wljwu t <.wJ dniJnzfmplJftfi'ftlizUJtu fiwbz hwliwJ{] 
ppftumnfibwJ W2Juwphft{] hwrfwp rfbu {]lwfiwljnzpftzfi fibpljwjwgfiniJ WJU UJWmrfwljwfi 
ftpwl)wpdmpftzfi!J zfwJlit2mJJnzf mo{]wjurfpb[m hwrfwp, bz wnftp mfibfiwp dbp 
qwiJwlftwplibpfi m pb[WIJPmpftzfifibpf! lftnjuwfigb[m fibpljw{]bpmli: 

Pwpft biJ/:p dbp rfwufiwljgmpbwfi rfwuftfi mbiJb/jwg{]bf Unw2finpl)wpwfij1 
qpwublibw/jf! · rfbp pwpznmijwpmhft Sftljftli ifwpft ITJtpUJtpbw{]ft: 

UbUjmbrfpbp 27-ft{] dbq mbulib[m JDJunzf liz uftpnJ DIJ2nz(]j1z · 

~y~.V)~ 
/uwdwlj Upp. ITJwpuwlfbwfi 
Unw2finp1] 
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DIOCESE OF THE ARMENIAN CHURCH OF AMERICA 
Ull-UQ\JOPI).Of"\(i)'flf"\'t.J ~U808 UlJbPt>4U8fl UPbf"\blbU't.J (i)'blJt> 

Archbishop Khajag Barsamian, Primate 

Updwfiw2finph 
S. iiJwl)tnu ./2hfiJ. UUJWW[bwfi 
<mlfu U. Uwhwlj bi U. UbupnUJ f:l/jbiJbgmJ 
C/>pwr.[ftmtfiu 

Uftpbt.ft Stp fiJwl)tnu, 

[i}-jn 3828 
UlllljWbrfpbp 11, 2000 

(JpwqpwO' bfip hnqbmp hnr.[ftifibpm 01 hnqbznp rfwmwljwpwpfibpm 2PPWfiWJftfi . 
dniJntfubp qmrfwpbf 'qljuwznp fi}11p mfibfiw[ntf <wJwumwfi}l rftp ./2p}lumnfitmp}1Ifif! npUJtu 
UJbmwljwfi ljpofip hn1wqrfwfi 1700-ftu wnftpntf rfbp pbrf}lfi rftp ljwqrfwljbpUJmbt.ftp 
hwfiiJftump}lififibpp: 

Uju qpmpbwrfp dbq /jf! hpwi}lpbfip q.tJriUJPft6 ifwuuw1nwtg}l U. f:lppnpl)lllp}lifi 
f:l/jbiJbgmJ rftp mbrt.ft mfibfiwt.ftp 2flpwfiwJftfi dniJnr.fftfi, np UJftmft qmrfwpmft <puq2wpp}l 
UbUJmbrfpbp 28, wnwwmbwfi dwrfp 11:00-ftu: Uju dniJnr.fft pfipwgp}lfi ljtuopmwfi 6w2 UJftmft 
UUJWUWp/jm}l: 

C!p UUJwubfip np WUUJWJrfwfi fibp/jwJ qmfim}lp WJU dniJnr.fftu, npUJtuqft mbiJb/jwfiwp 
pt UnwpfinpiJwpwfip ftli1 bpwq}lpfibp rf2w/jw0' t <wJ dniJntfmpiJftfi'Pfi1UJtu fiwbi hwrfw]fi 
pp}lumnfibwj Wlfuwph}lfi hwrfwp rfbO' fi2wfiwljmp}1Ifi fibp/jwjwgfiniJ WJU UJWmrfwljwfi 
ftpwl)wpdmp}lifif! t/WJO[ 2DIJJntf mofiwjurfpb[m hwrfwp, 01 wnftp mfibfiwp dbp 
qwiJwtftwpfibpfi m pbfWIJilmp}lififibpp tftnjuwfigb[m fibpljwfibpmfi: 

Pwpft biJtp dbp rfwufiwljgmpbwfi rfwu}lfi mbiJb/jwgfibL U. f:lppnpl)llipjJifi f:l/jbiJbgznJ 
hnqbmp hnr.ffti' Upd2. S. ifwrfppt U ./2hfiJ. q.mqmbwfi}l: 

UbUJmbrfpbp 28-ftfi dbq mbuubzm JDJuntf b1 uftpnJ niJpmfi}li' 

/uwdwlj Upp. fTJwpuwrfbwfi 
Unwpfinpl) 
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DIOCESE OF THE ARMENIAN CHURCH OF AMERICA 
Ull-UQ\...Orl).n~!'a'f1~\... ~US06 UU'brf1'-lUSf1 Urb~blbU'i.l !'a'b1Jf1 

Archbishop Khajag Barsamian, Primate 

PwpbJlinph 
Ubpnd Uplj. Uppmlibwli 
~nqbznp ifwmwljwpwp u. ifwpljnu uljbrzbgznj 
Ut]lpftlilj.'pft[m 

Uftpblft Ubpnd Uwpljwzwq, 

liJ"jll 3826 
UbujUJbtfpbp 11, 2000 

15pwqpw0" blip hnqbznp hm/Julibpm bz hnqbznp tfwmwljwpwplibpm Jppwliwjftli 
dnrzmflibp qmtfwpbf · q!ftiwmp liftzp mlibliw[nl/ <wJwumwlift tftp J2pftumnlitmpftzlip npUJtu 
UJbmwljwli ljpolip hiljWljtfwli 1700-ftli WI1ftpnlj tfbp pbtfftli tftpljwqtfwljbpUJmblftp 
hwliiJftumpftzlilibpp: 

UJu qpmpbwtfp dbq ljf! hpwzftpblip Q.tJUUJPftlf ifwuuw.tmutgft U. uppnpiJmpftzli 
uljbrzbgzn} tftp mbrzft mlibliwlftplppwliwjftli dnrznl/ftli, np UJftmft qnztfwpmft ~]lliq2wpp}l 
UbUJmhtfphp 28, w11wzombwli dwtfp 11:00-ftli: UJu dnrznl/ft plipwgpftli ljtuopmwli lfw2 UJftmft 
UUJW uwp ljmft: 

4p UUJwublip np wliUJWJtfwli libpljwJ qmlimftp WJU dnrznl/ftli, npUJtuqft mbrzbljwliwp 
pt UnwplinpiJwpwlip ftli.t apwqftplibp tf2wljw0" t ~WJ dnrzmfmpiJftli'ftli.tUJtu liwhz hwtfwJli 
pp]lum11libwj w2]uwphftli hwtfwp tfhO" lilwliwljmpftzli libpljwjwglinrz WJU UJWmtfwljwli 
]lpwiJwpdmpftzlip ljwjhf lniJlnl/ moliwjutfph[m hwtfwp, bz w11}1p mlibliwp dbp 
qwrzwt]lwplibpli m pbfWIJPmpftzlilibpf! t]lnjuwligb[m libpljwlibpmli: 

Pwpft brzl:p dbp tfwuliwljgmpbwli tfwuftli mbrzbljwglibf U. uppnplJllzpftzli uljbrzbgznJ 
hnqbznp hnl/ftz' Upd2. S. ifwtfppt U. J2hlij. Q.mqmhwlift: 

UhUjmbtfphp 28-ftli dbq mhulih[m }ll)Ulllj bz uftpnj nrzpmliftz' 

Ivwdwlj Upp. fTJ.wpuwtfbwli 
UnwplinpiJ 
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DIOCESE OF THE ARMENIAN CHURCH OF AMERICA 
UflU9.t.nr'l-nf"\(i)-flf"\'i.J ~U8n6 UU'bPfll!UBfl UPbfl.blbU\.. (i)-blJ'fl 

Archbishop Khajag Barsamian, Primate 

.Pwpb2finph 
~WU[tp Uplj. UbhpWUJhWfi 
~nqbznp l.Fwmwljwpwp U Bwpmpftzfi bljbiJ.bgznJ 
uftz fTJpftpl!fi 

Uftphlft ~Wlf[tp Uwpljwzwq, 

!iT}ll 3827 
UhUJmlilfphp 11, 2000 

l5pwqpwu hOp hnqhmp hm/Jllfihpm liz hnqbmp lfwmwljwpwpfibpm 2fl2WfiwJftO 
dniJ.ntjfihp qnzlfwpbf' q!luwznp Oftzp mfihfiw[nt/ ~wjwumwfift lftp .Bpftumnfitnzpftzfil! npUJtu 
UJhmwljwfi ljpofiplm;wljlfwfi 1 700-ftfi wnftpntj lfhp phliftfi lftpljwqlfwljbpUJnzhlftp 
hwfiiJ}lunzpftzfifihpl!: 

Uju qpnzphwlfp dhq IJI! hpwzftpbfip Q.t}UUJPftlf l.Fwuuw,tnwtgft U bppnplJllzpftzO 
bljhiJ.bgznJ lftp mhiJft nzfibfiwlftp2fl2WfiWJftfi dniJ.nl/ftO, np UJftmft qnzlfwpmft ~}1fiq2wpp}1 
UbUJmblfpbp 28, wnwzombwfi dwlfl! 11:00-ftfi: Uju dniJ.nl/ft l!fipwgpftfi ljtuopnzwfi lfw2 UJftmft 
UUJWUWpljnzft: 

iii! uUJwuhfip np wfiUJWJUWfi fibpljwj qmfinzftp WJU dniJ.nl/ftfi, npUJtuqft mhiJ.bljwfiwp 
pt UnwpfinpiJwpwfil! ft li; apwqftpfihp lf2w1Jw0" t ~WJ dniJ.ntfnzpiJftfi'}lfi;UJtu fiwhz hwliwjfi 
ppftumnfihwJ W2Juwphftfi hwlfwp lfhu fi2wfiwljnzp}lzfi fihpljwjwgfiniJ. WJU UJWmlfwljwfi 
ftpwiJwpdnzpftzfil! ljwjhflniJlnt/ mofiwjulfpb[nz hwlfwp, liz wnftp nzfibfiwp dbp 
qwiJ.wt/Jwpfibpfi nz ph[WIJ11Ilzpftzfifibpl! tjlnjuwfigh[m fihpljwfihpnzfi: 

.Pwpft hiJ./:p dhp lfwufiwljgnzphwfi lfwuftfi mhiJ.bljwgfihL U bppnplJllzpftzfi bljhiJ.bgznJ 
hnqhmp hnl/ftz · Upd2. S. l.Fwlfppt U .f2hfiJ. Q.nzqnzhwfift: 

UhUJmhlfphp 28-ftfi dhq mhufih[m JnJunr.f liz uftpnJ niJ.pnzfiftz' 

Jvwdwlj Upp. fTJ.wpuwlfhwfi 
UnwpfinpiJ 
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DIOCESE OF THE ARMENIAN CHURCH OF AMERICA 

U.llU.Q\..nr~n~ra-"P~\.. ~u.sna U.U'brfl'-IU.Bf1 u.rb~btbU.\.. ra-bU'fl 

UpdwOw20nph 
S. Unwpb[.f2h0j. U[DW[bw{i 
<mlfu U Bwljnp bljbi]bgznJ 
flznppppwnz 0 

Uftpbtft Stp Unwpbf, 

Archbishop Khajag Barsamian, Primate 

fifftz 3824 
UbUJmblfpbp 11,2000 

l5pwqpwt7 bOp hnqbznp hntlfuObpnz bz hnqbznp lfwmwljwpwpObpnt 2P2W0wjft0 
dn!]nt/Obp qnzlfwpbf 'qlfuwznp Oftzp nzObOw[nl/ <wJwumwOft lft2 ./2pftumn0tnzpftz0p npUJ[U 
UJbmwljwO ljpoOp hniw!Jlfw{i 1700-ftO wnftpnif lfbp pbliftO lft21JwqlfwljbpUJnzbtftp 
hwOIJftunzpftzOObpp: 

Uju qpnzpbwlfp dbq /j[J hpwzftpbOp Q.t}UUJPftD lfwuuw1nzutgjJ U bppnpqnzpftzO 
bljbi]bgznJ lft2 mbiJft nz(ib{iwtftp 2P2WOWJftO dni]nt/ft.O, np UJftmft qnzlfwpnzft <!.jJOq2wppjJ 
UbUJmblfpbp 28, wnwwmbw{i dwtf[J 11:00-ftO: Uju dniJnt/ft pOpwgpftO ljtuopnzw{i 6w2 UJftmft 
UUJWUWpljnzft: 

lip UUJwubOp np wOUJWJUwO Obpljwj qmOnzftp WJU dni]nt/ft.O, npUJtuqft mbi]bljwOwp 
pt Unw20npqwpwOp ftli1 O"pwqftpObp lf2w1Jw0" t <wJ dni]nifnzpiJftO'ftOiUJtu Owbz hwliwjO 
ppftumnObwJ W2Juwphft0 hwlfwp lfbO" 02wOwljnzpjJzO ObpljwjwgOni] WJU UJwmlfwljwO 
ftpwqwpdnzpftzOp ifwJbf2lllPnif moOwjulfpb[nz hwlfwp, bz wnftp nzObOwp dbp 
qw!]wr.}lwpObpO nz pb[WIJPnzpftzOObp[J r.ftnjuwOgb[nz ObpljwObpnz{i: 

Pwpft bi]/:p dbp lfwuOwljgnzpbwO lfwuftO mbi]bljwgOb[ U bppnpl)llzpftzO bljbi]bgznJ 
hnqbznp hnt/ftz' Upd2. S. lfwlfppt U .f2h0J. Q.nzqnzbwOft: 

UbUJmblfpbp 28-ftO dbq mbuOb[nz JllJUnl/ bz uftpnJ lll]2nz0ftz' 

""~~~~ Ltr~· dl~ 
/uwdwlj Upp. fTJ.wpuwlfbwO 
Unw20npq 
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DIOCESE OF THE ARMENIAN CHURCH OF AMERICA 
Ufl.UQ\JnPr).n~~fl~\J ~UBnB Ut.rbPf14U8f1 UPb~blbU\J ~bt.rfl 

Updwtlw2tlnph 
S. f2btlnp ./2htlJ. uWfUJWtlmbwtl 
<.m/lll u Juw2 u/jbi]bgznj 
Lopttlu 

Uftpblft Stp f2btlnp, 

Archbishop Khajag Barsamian, Primate 

fi}-jlz 3823 
UbUJmbrfpbp 11, 2000 

l5pwqpwt7 btlp hnqbznp hmiJutlbpm bz hnqbznp rfwznwljwpwptlbpm 2P2Wtlwjfttl 
dn!fnt/tlbp qmrfwpb( qt.Juwznp tlftzp mtlbtlw[ntj <.wJwumwtlft tftp ./2pftumntltmpjutl[! npUJtu 
UJbmwljwtl ljpotlp hn2wljtfwtl 1700-fttl wnftpntj tfbp pbtlfttl tftpljwqtfwljbpUJmblftp 
hwtliJftumpftztltlbpfJ.' 

Uju qpmpbwrfp dbq /j[! hpwzftpbtlp Q.t]UUJPftlf ifWUUW-!DIUtgft u uppnpl)fllpftztl 
uljblfbgzn] tftp mbiJ.ft mtlbtlwlftp 2P2Wtlwjfttl dn!fnt/fttl, np UJftmft qnztfwpmft <.]1tlq2wpp]l 
UbUJmbrfpbp 28, wnwwmbwtl dwtf[! 11:00-fttl: Uju dniJ.nt/]1 [!tlpwgpfttl ljtuopmwtl lfw2 UJftmft 
UUJWUWp/jnzft: 

C[l! UUJWUbtlp np wtlUJWJtfwtl tlbp/jwJ qmtlmftp WJU dniJ.nt/fttl, npUJtuqft mb!fb/jwtlwp 
pt UnwptlnpiJwpwtl!J ftli2 t7pwqftptlbp t12wljwf7 t <.w1 dniJ.ntjmpiJfttl'fttlt!UJtu tlwbz hwtlwjtl 
ppftumntlbwj W2Juwphfttl hwrfwp tfbt7 tl2wtlwljmp]lztl tlbp/jwjwgtlnlJ WJU UJWmrfwljwtl 
ftpwiJwpdmpftztl[! tfwJbf2niJlnt/ motlwjurfpbfm hwtfwp, bz wnftp mtlbtlwp dbp 
qwiJ.wlftwptlbptl m pbfWIJPmpftztltlbp[! lftnjuwtlgb[m tlbpljwtlbpmtl: 

Pwpft biJ/:p dbp tfwutlwljgmpbwtl rfwufttl mbiJ.b/jwgtlbf U uppnplJflzpftztl u/jbiJ.bgznJ 
hnqbznp hnt/ftz · Upd2. S. ifwtfppt U ./2htlj. Q.nzqmbwtlft: 

UbUJmbtfpbp 28-fttl dbq mbutlb[m JnJuntj bz uftpnJ niJ.pmtlftz · 

Juwdwlj Upp. ff}wpuwtfbwtl 
UnwptlnpiJ 
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DIOCESE OF THE ARMENIAN CHURCH OF AMERICA 
Ufl-UQ\Jnr'l-Of"\[a-flf"\\J ~U806 UU'brf1'-IU8f1 Urbf"\blbU\J [a-bU'fl 

Archbishop Khajag Barsamian, Primate 

<nqbJ8nph 
S. 0Jw/jw8 t/.piJ. l.J:ftlf/jftZ[bw8 
<nzfftz Uppng tlwpiJw8w8g u/jbiJbgznJ 
:)b[tfu.'jJ[!pm 

Uftpbtft <wJp OJw/jwti, 

1iJ"ftz 3822 
Uluqmbtfpbp II, 2000 

l5pwqpw0" btip hnqbznp hnzfftz8bpnz bz hnqbznp tfwmwljwpwp8bpnz Jppwtiwjft8 
dniJnzf8bp qnztfwpb[' qlfuwznp 8ftzp nz8b8wtnl/ <wJwumwtift tftp .Epftumn8tnzpftzti[J npllJtu 
llJbmwljw8 ljpo8p hnjw/jtfw8 I700-ft8 wnftpnif tfbp pbtfft8 tftpljwqtfwljbpllJnzbtftp 
hw8IJftunzpftz88bpf!: 

Uju qpnzpbwtfp dbq /j[J hpwzftpb8p Q.t}UUJPft6lFwuuWjniUtgft u l7ppnpiJDlpftz8 
U/jbi]bgzn} tftp mbrtft nz8b8wtftp 2fl2W8Wjft8 dni]nz/ft8, np UJftmft qnztfwpnzft <fttiq2wppjz 
UbllJmbtfpbp 28, wnwzombw8 dwtf[J II:00-]18: Uju dniJnzfft [!8pwgpft8 ljtuopnzwti ffw2 UJftmft 
UllJWUWp/jnzft: 

l.J:f! UllJWUb8p np w8llJWJUW8 8bp/jwJ qmtinzftp WJU dniJnzfft8, npllJtuqft mbiJb/jw8wp 
pt Unwp8npiJWpW8[! ft Uj upwqftp8bp UlW/jwu t <wJ dni]nf/nzpiJft8'ft81llJtU 8wbz hwtfwj8 
ppftumn8bwJ WJjuwphft8 hwtfwp tfbu 8Jwfiwljnzpftzti tibp/jwjwg8niJ WJU llJWmtfwljw8 
ftpwiJwpdnzpftz8[J ifwjb[Jnipnif mo8wjutfpb[nz hwtfwp, bz wnftp nz8b8wp dbp 
qwiJwtftwptibp8 nz pb[WIJI1I1lpftz88bpf! tftnjuw8gb[nz 8bpljwtibpnz8: 

Pwpft bl]tp dbp tfwu8wljgnzpbw8 tfwuftti mbi]b/jwg8bt U l7ppnplJI1zpftzti u/jbiJbgznJ 
hnqbznp hnzfftz · Upd2. S. ifwtfppt U .Eh8J. Q.mqnzbwtift: 

UbllJmbtfpbp 28-]18 dbq mbu8btnz JDJunif bz uftpnJ niJpnz8ftz' 

/r..Twdwlj Upp. fTJwpuwtfbwti 
Unwp8npiJ 
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DIOCESE OF THE ARMENIAN CHURCH OF AMERICA 
Ufl.UQ\Jnr').n}lt'a-}1}1\J l.USn8 UU'brJ-t4USJ"l Urb}lblbU\J t'a'bU'J-t 

Updw{]wJ{]nph 
S. Uzbm ./2h{]J. fi}-tpqbw{] 
<.m/ftz U C/Jp!Jft2 l7qbrzbgznJ 
flWWl!fl 

Uftpbtft Stp Uzbm, 

Archbishop Khajag Barsamian, Primate 

fi}-ju 3821 
UbUJmbtfpbp 11, 2000 

l5pwqpwr7 b{]p hnqbznp hm!Ju{]bpm bz hnqbznp tfwmwqwpwp{]bpmJppwaw;]l{] 
dmzmj{]bp qnztfwpbz 'q!ftiwznp {]]lzp m{]b{iwznt/ <.w;wumwap tftp ./2pftumnatmp]lz{]l! npUJtu 
Ujbmwqw{] [fpo{ip hn2w1Jtfw{] 1700-]1{] wnftpnt/ tfbp pbtf]l{] utp qwqtfwqbpUjnibtftp 
hw{]IJftump]lz{]{]bpl!: 

Uju qpnzpbwtfp dbq IJl! hpwzftpb{]p q.tJUUJJ1ft6lFwuuw2nwtg]1 U. l7ppnpl)Illp]lz{] 
l7qbrzbgznJ tftp mbrzft nz{]b{]wtftp 2P2w{]wJft{] dnrzm/ft{i, np UJftmft qnztfwpmft <.paqJwppft 
UbUJmblipbp 28, wnwwmbw{] dwlil! 11:00-]1{]: Uju dnrznt/ft l!{]pwgpft{] qtuopmw{] 6w2 UJftmft 
UUJWUWp/jmft: 

lil! uUJwub{]p np w{]UJw;uw{] {]bpqw; qm{]m]lp w;u dnrznt/ft{i, npUJtuqft mbrzbqwawp 
pt Unwp{]npiJwpw{]l! ft112 apwq]lp{]bp UJW/jwu t <.w; dnrznt/mprjft{]']l{i2UJtu {]wbz hwtfw;{] 
ppftumn{]bwJ WJjuwph]l{] hwliwp tfbb- {]2w{]wqmp]lz{] {]bp/jwjwg{inrz WJU UJWmtfwqw{] 
ftpwl)wpdmp]lz{]l! L/WJlil2fllJlnt/ mo{iwjutfpbzm hwtfwp, liz wnftp nz{]b{]wp dbp 
qwrzwt.ftwp{]bp{] m pbfWIJPmpjJz{]{]bpl! t.]lnjuw{]gbzm {]bpqw{]bpm{]: 

.Pwpft brztp dbp tfwu{]wqgmpbw{] tfwuft{] mbl]bqwg{ibz U l7ppnpl)Ilzp]lz{] l7qbl]bgzn; 
hnqbznp hnt/ftz 'Upd2. S. ifwtfppt U .f2h{]J. q.nzqmbw{i]l: 

UbUJmbtfpbp 28-]1{] dbq mbu{]bzm Jn;unt/ bz uftpn; nrzpm{]]lz' 

Juwdwq Upp. fTJ.wpuwlibw{] 
Unwp{]npiJ 
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DIOCESE OF THE ARMENIAN CHURCH OF AMERICA 
un.UQ\Jnr'l.nt\fa-fl"'-' ~usnB U.U'brfl~U.6f1 u.rb"blbU\J lil'bl.J'f'l 

Archbishop Khajag Barsamian, Primate 

Updwfiw2anph 
S. Uputfi U. .f2h(};. ITJwpuwtfbw(} 
Oq(}wqwfi ~mjju U Bwljnp a/jbi[bgm; 
flmppppwmfi 

Uftpblft Stp Uputo, 

JiTjJI 3825 
UbUJmlilfpbp 11, 2000 

15pwqpwt7 bfip hnqbmp hnl/ftzfibpm bz hnqbmp tfwmwljwpwpfibpm lfl2Wfiw;ft(] 
dni[nt/fibp qnztfwpbf' qlfuwmp (}jup mfibfiw[nif ~w;wumw(}ft tftp ./2pftumn(}tmpftzfip npUJtu 
UJbmwljwfi ljpofip hn1w/jtfwfi 1700-ftti wnftpntf tfbp pbtiftti titpljwqtfwljbpUJmblftp 
hwfiTJftumpjutifibpp: 

U;u qpmphwtfp dhq /jlJ hpwzftpbfip Q.tJliUJf1ft6lFwuuw;nwtgft U. appnpiJmpftz(] 
u/jbi[bgm; tftp mbiJft mfib{}wlftp 2fl2Wfiwjft0 rlmznl/ft{}, np UJ.}lmft qnztfwpmft ~ftfiq2wpp}1 
UbUJmbtfpbp 28, wnwwmbwfi dwtfp 11:00-}1(}: U;u dni[nl/ft p(}pwgpftfi qtuopmwfi 6w2 UJftmft 
UUJWUWp/jnzft: 

l.J:p UUJWubfip np wfiUJw;tfwfi tibpqw; qmfimftp w;u dn![nl/ftli, npUJtuqft mbi[b/jwfiwp 
pt UnwpfinpiJwpw(}g ftu; apwqftp{}bp fi2w1Jwt7 t ~w; dnlfnifmpiJft(}'ftfi;UJtu (}wbz hwtfw;ti 
ppftumnfibw; Wlfuwphftfi hwtfwp tfbt7 lilwfiwljmpftzti tibpljw;wgfimz w;u UJWmtfwljwfi 
ftpwiJwpdmpftlti[J ifw;b[llllJlntf mofiwjutfpb[m hwtfwp, bz wnftp mfibfiwp dbp 
qw![wljlwpfibpti m plizwiJllmpftztitibpp ljlnjuwfigb[m tibpljwfibpmti: 

Pwpft biJI:p dbp tfwu(}wqgmpbwfi tfwuft(} mbi]b/jwg(}bf U. b'ppnpiJmpftzfi u/jbi]bgm; 
hnqbmp hnl/ft.I' Uprf2. S. ifwtfppt U. ./2hfi;. Q.mqmbwfift: 

UbUJmbtfpbp 28-ft(] dbq mbufib[m ;n]untf bz uftpn; ni]pmfiftz' 

Jvwdwlj Upp. fTJ.wpuwtfhwfi 
Unwp(}npiJ 
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DIOCESE OF THE ARMENIAN CHURCH OF AMERICA 
Url>UQ\.JnPI).nt,ra-flf'\.J l.UBnB U.trbPf1l.JUBf1 U.Pbfl.blbU\.J ra-btrfl 

Archbishop Khajag Barsamian, Primate 

UpdwOwJOnph 
S. tf.ppwOtu U ./2hOJ. q.UJfUJ}tihwO 
<:m/ftz U. Uummwt7wuft0 bljhrzbgznJ 
flzw2ftOljp[JO Sft. Uft. 

Uftphlft Stp tf.ppwOtu, 

fiJ-ju 3 819 
UbuJlnhtfpbp 11, 2000 

15pwgpwu bOp hnqhznp hm!ftzObpm hz hnqbznp tfwmwljwpwpOhpm JppwOwjftO 
dnrzmfOhp qnztfwpbf · q/}uwznp Oftzp m.ObOwfntf <:wJwumwOft tftp ./2pftumn0tmpftzO[J npUJtu 
UJhmwljwO ljpoOp hn2wljtfwO 1700-ftO wnftpntf tfhp phtiftO tftpljwqtfwljhpUJmhlftp 
hwOrJlJUm.pftzOObp!J: 

Uju qpnzphwtfp dhq /j!J hpwzftpbOp UnwpOnpiJwpwOftu tftp mhrzft nzOhOwlftp 
JppwOwjftO dnrznt/ftO, np ll.Jftmft qnztfwpnzft ;;Jnphf22WPPft UliUJmhtfphp 27, ljtuopnzwO dwtf!J 
12:00-ftO: d-nrznt/ft [JOpwgpftO ljtuopmwO tiw211.Jftmft uUJwuwpljmft: 

l.f!J UUJwuhOp np wOUJWJtfwO OhpljwJ qmOnzftp WJU dnrznt/ftO. npUJtuqft mhrzhljwOwp 
pt UnwpOnpiJwpwO!J ftu2 (}pwqftpOlip tf2wljwu t -<wJ dnrzntjmpiJftO'ftO.!UJtu Ow liz hwtfwJO 
ppftumnOhwJ w2JuwphjJO hwtfwp tfliu 02w0wljnzpftz0 OhpljwjwgOnrz WJU UJWmtfwljwO 
ftpwiJwpdmpftzO!J tfwJliL2nt.J2ntf moOwjutfph[nz hwtfwp, liz wnftp nzOhOwp dhp 
qwrzwiftwpOhpO m phfWIJPnt.pftzOOhp!J iftnjuwOgli[nz OlipljwOhpnzO: 

.Pwpft lirztp dhp tfwuOwljgmpliwO tfwuftO mlirzhljwgOhL UnwpOnpiJwpwOft 
qpwuliOhwlj!J · tfhp pwpmmrzwpnzhft SftljftO lfwpft fTJtpUJtpliwOft: 

Uhlljmlitfplip 27-ftO dliq mliuOli[nt. JDJUDtj liz uftpnj nrzpm.Oftz' 

Ivwdwlj Upp. fTJwpuwtfhwO 
UnwpOnpiJ 
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DIOCESE OF THE ARMENIAN CHURCH OF AMERICA 
UrHJ.Q'tJOP'l-OJ"lra-J"lf\'tJ ~US06 U.U'bPJ"l'-IU.Sfl UPbf"\blbU'tJ ra-bl.J'fl 

UpdwOw20nph 
s. COawlj .flhOJ. uWfUJwOuzbwO 
~m/ftz U ~wlipwpanuf b/jbiJbgznJ 
fiJpwUUJf!l 

Uftpblft Stp COawlj, 

Archbishop Khajag Barsamian, Primate 

fi}-ju 3818 
UbUJuzblipbp11, 2000 

l5pwgpwt7 bOp hnqbznp hnz!Ju(ibpnz b1 hnqbznp Tiwuzwljwpwp{ibpnz2J12W{iwjft0 
dniJnifObp qnzliwpbf' q/}uwmp Oftzp nzObOwfnif ~wjwuuzwOft Titp ./lpftuuznOtnzpftL{if! npUJtu 
UJbuzwljwO ljpo{ip hnjwljzfwO 1700-ft{j wnftpnif Tibp pbliftO zftp ljwqliwljbpUJnzblftp 
hwOIJftunzpftzOObpf!: 

Uju qpnzpbwlip abq /j[! hpwlftpb{ip UnwpOnpiJWflWUftu Titp uzbiJft nz{jbOwlftp 
2f12WUWJftO dniJnl/ftO, np Ujftuzft qnzliwpnzft [)npbp2wpp}1 UbUJuzblipbp27, ljtuopnzw{i dwzf[! 
12:00-ftO: cTniJnl/ft f!{ipwgpftO ljtuopnzw{i tiw2 UJftuzft UUJwuwpljmft: 

l.[l! UUJWUbOp np WUUJWJUWO Obpljwj qmOnzftp WJU dniJnl/ftO, npUJtuqft uzbiJb/jwOwp 
pt UnwpOnpiJWflWUf! ft ll2 upwqftpObp Ti2wljwu t ~WJ dniJnlfnzpiJftO'ftOJUJtu Owb1 hwliwjO 
ppftuuznubwj W2fuwphftu hwzfwp lib(} U2WUW/jnzpftz{j ubp/jW}WgUniJ WJU UjWUJTiwljwu 
ftflWIJWJ1dnzpftL0[! l/WJbf2niPnif uzouwjulipb[nz hwliwp, bl wnftp nzObOwp dbp 
(jWIJWtft.WpUbp{j fll pbfWIJflnipftz{j{jbp[! tftnjuwugb[fll Ubp/jwubpnz{j; 

flwpft biJI:p abp TiwuOwljgnzpbw{i Tiwuftu UJbi]bljwgObf UnwpunpiJWflWUft 
qpwubObwljf! · Tibp pwpuznziJwpnzhft Sftljftu ifwpft fTJtpUJtpbwOft: 

UbUjUJblipbp27-ftu abq uzbuObfniJDJUnif b1 uftpnJ niJpnzOftz' 

Ivwdwlj Upp. fTJwpuwlibwu 
UnwpOnpiJ 
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DIOCESE OF THE ARMENIAN CHURCH OF AMERICA 
Ufl-UQ\JOP'l.O~~fl~\J ~U.Sn8 UU'bPfl'-lUSfl U.Pbf"\blbU\J ~bU'fl 

Archbishop Khajag Barsamian, Primate 

Pwpb2unph 
Sftqpwu Uplj. l.[wpwllJbmbwu 
<!.nqbznp ifwmwljwpwp U. Bwljnp l7ljblfbgznJ 
11-ftit!l!Om 

Uftpblft Sftqpwu Uwpljwzwq, 

liJ"ftz 3820 
Uluqmbtfpbp11, 2000 

l5pwgpwt7 bOp hnqbznp hm.fluubpm bz hnqbznp tfwmwljwpwpubpm 2f12WUWJftO 
dn!fntfObp qnztfwpbj 'qt.Juwznp Ojup mObOwjntf </.UJjUJUmwOft tftp ./2pftumn0tmpftz0p nplljtU 
llJbmwljwO ljpoup hnjwljtfwu 1700-ftO wnftpntf tfbp pbtfftu tftp ljwqtfwljbpllJmblftp 
hwOIJ.ftumpftzuubpp: 

Uju qpmpbwtfp dbq lJI! hpwzftpbup Unwpunpl)WflWOftu tftp mbiJft mObuw!ftp 
2f1pw0wjft0 dn!fnt/]10, np UJftmft qnztfwpnzft ::Jnpbp2wppj1 Ublljmbtfpbp27, ljtuopmwO dwtfp 
12:00-ftO: d"n!fnt/ft pOpwgpftO ljtuopmwO 6w2 UJftmft ullJwuwpljmft: 

l.[p UllJWubOp np wOllJWJiiwO ObpljwJ qmOmftp WJU dn!fnt/]10, npllJtuqft mblfbljwOwp 
pt Unwp0np1Jwpw0l! ft liJ Op.wqftpObp ti2wljwt7 t <!.wJ dn!fntfmpiJ.ftO'ftOJllJtu Owbz hwlfwJO 
ppftumnObwJ w2JuwphjJO hwtfwp tfbt7 02wuwljmpj1zu ObpljwjwgOnif WJU llJWmtfwljwO 
ftflWl)WflOnLpjJz{jl! t/WJbf2DlPDt/ mouwjutfpbjm hwlfwp, bz wnftp mubOwp dbp 
qwifwt/JwpubpO m pbfw1JJ1mpftz00bpp ljJnjuwugbfm ObpljwubpmO: 

Pwpft blftp dbp tfwuuwljgmpbwO tfwuftu mblfbljwgObf UnwpOnplJwpwOft 
qpwububwlJl! · tfbp pwpmm!fwpmhft SftljftO ifwpft fTJtpllJtpbwuft: 

UbllJmbtfpbp27-ftO dbq mbuObfnL JDJUnt/ bz uftpnJ DifpmOftz · 

!r.Jwdwlj Upp. fTJ.wpuwtfbwu 
UnwptinplJ 
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DIOCESE OF THE ARMENIAN CHURCH OF AMERICA 
Url-UQ\JnPfl.nfl.ra-Jlfl.\J ~USnB Utrbf'Jl'-lUSJl UPbfl.bl.bU\J f()-btrfl 

Archbishop Khajag Barsamian, Primate 

UpdwOw20nph 
S. Q.wpliqftO U J2hOJ. Q.wuUJwpliwO 
<mlftz U. Q.p}lqnp Lnwwmpft2 l7ljlil]ligmJ 
flzwjp ll>[t)Oq 

Uftplilft Stp Q.wpliqftO, 

fiJ-}lz 3810 
UliUJmlitfplip 11, 2000 

l5pwgpw0" liOp hnqlimp hmlJuOlipnz liz hnqlimp tfwmwljwpwpOlipnz 2flpw0wjft0 
dnJ]nlfOlip qnztfwpli['qfluwmp Oftzp nzOliOw[nlf <wJwumwOft tftp J2pftumn0tnzpftz0p npUJtu 
UJlimwljwO ljpoOp hn2wljtfwO 1700-}10 wnftpmf tflip plitiftO tftp ljwqtfwljlipUJnzlilftp 
hwOIJftunzpftzOOlipp: 

llju qpnzpliwtfp dbq {j[J hpwzftpliOpllnwpOnpl)wpwOftu tftp mli!Jft nzOliOwlftp 
2flPW0wjftO dnl]nt/}10, np UJftmft qnztfwpnzft :/npliJl2WPPft UliUJmlitfplip 27, ljtuopnzwO dwtfp 
12:00-ftO: cfnl]nt/}1 pOpwgpftO ljtuopmwO lfw2 UJftmft UUJWuwpljmft: 

l.fp uUJwuliOp np wOUJWJtfwO OlipljwJ qmOnzftp WJU dnJ]nt/}10, npUJtuqft mlil]liljwOwp 
pt llnwpOnpl)wpwOp ftu2 apwqftpOlip ti2wljwO" t <wJ dnJ]ntfmpiJftO'ft02UJtu Ow liz hwtfwJO 
ppftumnOliwJ w2JuwphjJO hwtfwp tfliO" 02wOwljnzp}lzO OlipljwjwgOnJ] WJU UJWmtfwljwO 
ftpwl)wpdnzpftzOp lfwJlif2niJlnt/. moOwjutfpli[m hwtfwp, liz wnftp nzOliOwp dlip 
qwl]wl}lwpOlipO m pli[WlJPnipftzOOlip[J l}lnjuwOgli[m OlipljwOlipmO: 

Pwpft liJ]/:p dbp tfwuOwljgnzpliwO tfwuftO mbl]liljwgOli[llnwpOnplJWflWOft 
qpwuliOliwljp · tflip pwpmml]wpmhft SftljftO ifwpft fTltpUJtpliwOft: 

UliUJmlitfplip 27-}10 dliq mliuOli[niJDJuntf liz uftpnJ nJ]pnzOftz' 

/uwdwlj llpp. fTlwpuwtfliwO 
llnwpOnpiJ 
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DIOCESE OF THE ARMENIAN CHURCH OF AMERICA 
Url-UQ\..Or'l-nflta-flfl\.. l..US06 UU'brflllUBfl UrbflblbU\.. ta-bU'fl 

Updwliw21inph • 
S. Umbiftwlinu Jlhfij. Snzmnzp6bwli 
~nzfftz u. ITJbmpnu aljbiJbgznj 
llznp1Jpt/Iftp 

Uftpb!}l Stp Umbiftwlinu, 

Archbishop Khajag Barsamian, Primate 

fiJ-]lz 3809 
Uluqmbtfpbp 11, 2000 

l5pwqpwo- blip hnqbznp hnzfftzlibpnz bz hnqbznp tfwmwljwpwplibpnz 2P2Wiiwjftli 
dniJntflibp qiutfwpb[ 'qlftiwznp liftzp nzlibliw[nt/ ~wjwumwfift tftp ./2pftumnlitnzpftzli1J nplljtu 
lljbmwljwli ljpofip hn1wljtfwfi 1700-ftli wnftpntf tfbp pbtiftli tftpljwqtfwljbplljnzb!}lp 
hwliiJftunzpftzfilibpf!: 

Uju qpnzpbwtfp obq IJI! hpwzftpbfip UnwplinpiJwpwliftu tftp mbiJft nzlibliw!}lp 
2P2WUWJftli dniJnt/ftli, np UJftmft qnztfwpnzft :Jnpbp2wpp]l Ublljmbtfpbp 27, ljtuopnzwfi dwlif! 
12:00-ftli: d-niJnzfft f!lipwgpftfi ljtuopnzwli 6w2UJftmft UllJWUwpljnzft: 

ql! UllJWUbfip np wlilljWJUWii libpljwJ qmlinzftp WJU dniJnzfftfi, nplljtuqft mbiJbljwliwp 
pt UnwplinpiJwpwfif! ft u1 apwqftplibp t12w1Jw0" t ~WJ dniJnzfnzpiJftli'ftli11lJtu liwbz hwliwjli 
ppftumnlibWJ w2Juwphjlfi hwtfwp tfbt} li2wliwljnzp]lzli libpljwjwgliniJ WJU llJWmtfwljwli 
ftpwiJwponzpftzlilJ zfwjb[lniJJntf motiwjutfpb[nz hwtfwp, bz wnftp nzfibliwp obp 
qwiJwiftwplibpli nz pb[WIJPnzpftzfilibpf! ljJnjuwligb[nz libpljwlibpnzli: 

.Pwpft biJl:p dbp tfwufiwljgnzpbwli tfwuftli mbiJbljwglib[ UnwplinpiJwpwlift 
qpwublibwljf! 'tfbp pwpmnziJwpnzhft Sftljftli ifwpft fTJ.tplljtpbwfijJ: 

Ublljmbtfpbp 27-ftfi dbq mbutib[nz JDJuntf bz uftpnJ D!Jpnzliftz' 

ATwdwljUpp. fTJ.wpuwtfbwli 
UnwplinpiJ 
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.:nqb2tinph • 
S. lFwliftljnti UpiJ. . .12ftLtlfbwti 
.:nt/ftz U. Umbi/Jwtinu l7/jbiJ.bgznJ 
l:LUJ!Jpnti 

Uftpblft .:wjp lFwliftljnti, 

Archbishop Khajag Barsamian, Primate 

fi}-jJz 3811 
UbUJmblipbp 11, 2000 

l5pwqpwt7 btip hnqbznp hnt/ftztibpm bz hnqbznp liwmwljwpwptibpm 2fl2WUWJftti 
dniJ.nt/tibp qiJzuwpbf 'qtftJwznp tiftzp mtibtiwfnt/ .:wjwumwtift litp ./2pftumntitmpftzti[J npUJtu 
Ujbmwljwti ljpotip hnjw/jliwti 1700-ftti wnftpntflibp pbliftti utpljwqliwljbpUjniblftp 
hwtillftumpftztitibp[!: 

Uju qpmpbwlip dbq /jf! hpwzftpbtip Unwptinpl)wpwtiftu utp mbiJft mtibtiwtftp 
2fl2WUWJftti dniJ.nt/ftti, np UJftmft qmliwpmft :JnpbJJlWPPft UbUJmblipbp 27, ljtuopmwti dwli[! 
12:00-ftti: cfniJ.nt/ft [!tipwgpftti ljtuopmwti lfw2 UJftmft UUJWUWp/jmft: 

l.Jf! UUfwubtip np WUUJWJUWti tibp/jwJ qmtimftp WJU dniJ.nt/ftti, npUJtuqft mbiJ.b/jwtiwp 
pt Unwptinpl)wpwti[! ftli1 t7pwqftptibp lilw/jwt7 t .:wJ dniJ.ntfmpllftti'ftti1UJtu tiwbz hwliwjti 
ppftumntibwj Wlfuwphftti hwliwp libt7 ti2wtiwljmp}lzti tibp/jwjwgtiniJ. WJU UJWmliwljwti 
ftpwl)wpdmpftzti[J 1/WJbflntJJnt/ motiwjulipbfnL hwliwp, bz wnftp mtibtiwp dbp 
qwiJ.wi/Jwptibpti m pbfWIJPmpftztitibpf! i/Jnjuwtigbzm tibpljwtibpmti: 

.Pwpft biJ.tp dbp liwutiwljgmpbwti liwuftti mbiJ.b/jwgtibz Unwptinpl)wpwtift 
qpwubtibw/jf! 'libp pwpmmiJ.wpmhft Sftljftti lFwpft fl)[pUJtpbwtift: 

UbUJmblipbp 27-ftti dbq mbutibzm JnJunt/ bz uftpnJ niJ.pmtiftz' 

Ivwdwlj Upp. fl)wpuwlibwti 
UnwptinplJ 
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-<nqli20nph 
S. f1wpqtO 0: rf.piJ. UOm2liwO 
-<mfftt U. liTntfliwu b/jbiJbgmJ 
fiTtot.jJ[W} 

Uftpblft -<wJp !1wpqtO, 

Archbishop Khajag Barsamian, Primate 

fiJ-jll 3812 
UbUJmbtfpbp 11, 2000 

(Jpwqpwu bOp hnqbmp hmlfuObpm lit hnqbmp tfwmwljwpwpObpm 2fl2WOWJft{} 
dniJntfObp qmtfwpb[' qt.fuwmp Ofttp mObOw[nt/ -<wJwumw{]jJ tftp J2pftumnOtmpfttO[! npUJtu 
UJbmwljwO ljpo{]p hn2wljtfw{] 1700-ft{] wnftpntf tfbp pblift.O tftpljwqtfwljbpUJmblftp 
hw{]IJftumpfttOObpf!: 

U1u qpmpbwtfp dbq /jf! hpwtftpbOp Unwp{}nPIJwpwOftu tftp mbiJft mObOwlftp 
2flpw0wjft0 dnrzml.ft{], np UJftmft qmtfwpmft ~npbp2wppjJ UbUJmblfpbp 27. ljtuopmwO dwlif! 
12:00-ftO: ctnrzmlft [!Opwgpft{] ljtuopmwO 6w2 UJftmft UUJwuwpljmft: 

-q/J UUJwubOp np wOUJWJiiwO ObpljwJ qm{]mftp WJU dnrzm/]10, npUJtuqft mbrzbljwOwp 
pt Unw20npiJwpw0f! ft112 i7pwqftp0bp li2wljwu t -<wJ dniJntfmpiJft.O'ft02UJtu Owbz hwtfw]O 
ppftumnObwj W2fuwphft0 hwtfwp tfbu OlwOwljmpftzO ObpljwjwgOniJ WJU UJWmliwljwO 
ftpwiJwpdmpfttO[! tfwJliL2fllJ2nt/ moOwjutfpb[m hwtfwp, liz wnftp mObOwp dbp 
QWIJwtftwpObpO m pbfWIJPmpjJz(]Obpf! tftnjuwOgb[m ObpljwObpmO: 

f1wpft brztp dbp tfwuOwljgmpbwO uwuft.O mbrzbljwgOb[ UnwpOnpiJwpwOft 
qpwubObw/jlJ · tfbp pwpmmrzwpmhft Sftljft.O ifwpft fTJtpUJtpbwOft: 

UbUJmbtfpbp 27-ft.O dbq mbu{]b[m JOJUDt/ lit uftpn] nrzpmOftt' 

/I..Twdwlj Upp. fTJwpuwubwO 
UnwpOnpiJ 
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~nqb2finph 
S. r.[wqqtfi 15. rf.plJ. G.wpw;bwfi 
<mUll u. WW2 uqbrzbgm; 
l7nzfijzpfi Uftpft 

Uftpbtft <w;p r.f.wqqta, 

Archbishop Khajag Barsamian, Primate 

ffju 3 813 
UbUJmlufpbp11, 2000 

l5pwqpwu bfip hnqbmp hmiJufibpm bz hnqbmp Lfwmwqwpwpfibpm 2J12Wfiw;jzfi 
dnrzmjfibp qnzlfwpbz · q/.]uwmp fijup mfibfiwznrj <w;wumwfift Lftp J2pftumnOtmpftzfip npUJtu 
UJbmwqwO [jpoup hn2wljlfwfi 1700-ftO wnftpnrj lfbp pbuftfi lftp ljwqlfwljbpUJmbtftp 
hwfil]/lumpftzOO!Jpp: 

U;u qpmpbwtfp dbq {j[J hpwzftpbfip Unwpfinpl]Wpwfiftu utp mbrzft nzfibfiwtftp 
2J12Wfiwjft0 dnrznrjpfi. np UJ.ftmft qnzlfwpmft :Jnp!Jp2wppp UbUJmblfpbp 27, qtuopmwfi dwlfp 
12:00-ftfi: d"nrznl/ft pfipwgpftfi qtuopmwfi tiw2 UJ.ftmft UUJWUwpqmp: 

CJ:p uUJwubOp np wfiUJw;Lfwfi fibplfwJ qmfimjzp WJU dnrznl/ftfi. npUJtuqft mbrzbljwfiwp 
pt Unwpfinp!]WpWfi[J ftlii Uj1WfJ.ftp0bplf2WljWU t <wJ dnrznrjmpl]/lfi'ftOiUJtU fiWbl hwtfw;fi 
ppftumnfibw; W2fuwphftfi hwlfwp tfbu fi2wfiwqmpjlzfi fibpljwjwgfinrz WJU UJWUJtfwljwfi 
ftpw!]wpdmpftzOp rjw;bz2ntJlnl/ mofiwfuupbzm hwtfwp, Iii wnftpmfibfiwp dbp 
qwrzwljlwpfibpO m pbzwiJPmpftzfifibplJ ljlnfuwfigbzm tibpljwtibpmfi: 

Pwpft brztp abp tfwutiwljgmpbwti LfwuftO mbrzbqwgfibz UnwpOnp!]wpwOft 
qpwubtibwljp · lfbp pwpmmrzwpmhft Sftljftti ifwpft fTJtpUJtpbwfift: 

UbUjtnblfpbp27-ft0 dbq mbufibzm JDJUnrj bz uftpn; nrzpmOftz' 

/rJwdwq Upp. fTJwpuwlfbwfi 
Unwpfinpl] 
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Archbishop Khajag Barsamian, Primate 

Updw£iw2£inph 
S. Sftpwu ./2h£ij. fTJ.ohwlfbwu 
~miJu Uppng LJ.bzn£il)bw£ig b/jbiJiigznJ 
!btpznu 

Uftpbt.ft Stp Sftpwu, 

fitjll 3814 
UliUJmlilipbp 11, 2000 

15pwqpwu liup hnqliznp hmiJuulipm bz hnqbznp liwmwljwpwpubpnzlppw£iwJft£i 
dniJnlj£ibp qnzlfwpb[ 'qlfttwznp £iftzp nz{j/i[iwznlj ~WJWUWWU}l lftp J2pftumn£itnzpftz£i[! npUJtU 
UJiimwljwu ljpoup hn2w/;liw£i 1700-ftu wnftpnlj libp pbliftu lftp l;wqlfwljlipUJmbt.ftp 
hw£i1Jftumpftz£i£ibpf!: 

llju qpnzpliwlip dliq /;!! hpwzftpliup UnwpunpiJwpwuftu litp mliiJft nz£ib£iwlftp 
2flPWUWJft£i dnlfnzfftu, np UJftmft qnzliwpnzft ~npbp2wpp}1 UbUJmbliplip 27, l;tuopmwu dwlif! 
12:00-ftu: ifniJnzfft [!£ipwgpft£i l;tuopnzwu lfw2 UJftmft UUJwuwpljnzft: 

lJf! UUJwubup np w£iUJWJiiw£i ulip/jwJ qmunzftp WJU dnlfnzfftu, npUJtuqft mblfbljwuwp 
pt Unwp£inpiJWflWU[! ftlit! ()pwqftpulip UlW/;wu t ~WJ dniJnljnzpiJft£i'ft£i2UJtu uwbz hWUWJU 
ppftumnubwJ Wlfuwphftu hwliwp liliu £i2w£iwljnzp}1z£i £ibpljwjwg£iniJ WJU UJWmliwljwu 
}1pwiJwpdnzpftz£il! l/WJbflfllJlfll/ mouwjulipbzm hwliwp, bz wnftp nzubuwp dbp 
qwiJwtftwpubpu m plizwiJPnzpftzuulipf! tjlnjuwugbznz ubpljwubpnzu: 

.Pwpft biJ/:p dbp liwu£iwljgnzpbw£i liwuftu mbiJb/jwgubz Unwp£inp1Jwpw£ift 
qpwububwljf!' libp pwpmnziJwpnzhft Sftljftu ifwpft fTJ.tpUJtpliwuft: 

UbUJmbliplip 27-ftu dliq mbuubznz JnJunlj bz uftpnJ niJpnzuftz' 

Jvwdwlj Upp. fTJ.wpuwlibwu 
Unwp£inpiJ 
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PwpbzOnph • 
r.[wpl)wO Uplj. lJ:wpwUJbmbwO 

Archbishop Khajag Batsamian, Primate 

fiJ"jJI 3815 
UbUJmluipbp 11, 2000 

<nqbmp ifwmwljwpwp U. Uummwawo-}10 uljbiJbgmJ 
L}ll/}10 ljUfJIJ {j 

Uftpb/}1 r.[wpl)wO Uwpljwzwq, 

(Jpwqpwo- bOp hnqbmp hnl/}liObpm bz hnqbmp tfwmwljwpwpObpm lfl2WUWJ}10 
dniJntfObp Qillliwpb[ 'qtJuwmp O]lzp mObOwtntf <wJwumwO]l titp ./2pftumnOtmpjJI01J npUJtu 
UJbmwljwO ljpoOp hnjwljtfwO 1 700-}10 wn}lpntj tfbp pbtfjJO titpljwqtfwljbpUJmbl.ftp 
hwOIJftumpjJIOObp!J: 

Uju qpmpbwtfp dbq lj!J hpwi}lpbOp UnwpOnPIJwpwO}lu titp mbr/}1 mObOwlftp 
zppwOwjjJO dniJnl/]10, np UJftmft qnuiwpm]l ::JnpbJJlWPfJft UbUJmbtfpbp 27, ljtuopmwO dwtf!J 
12:00-}10: chziJnl/ft !JUpwgpjJ{j ljtuopmwu tfwz UJftmft UUJWUWpljm}l: 

li!J UUJWubOp np WUUJWJtfwO Obpljwj qmOm]lp WJU dniJnl/}10, npUJtuqft mbiJbljwOwp 
pt UnwpOnpiJwpwO!J }1 U} (}pwq}lpObp tflwlJw()- t <wJ dniJntfmpiJftO'}lOjUJ[U Owbz hwliwjO 
pp}lumnObwJ WlfuwphjJO hwtfwp lib(} 02w0wljmp}lzO ObpljwjwgOniJ WJU UJWmtfwljwO 
}lpWIJWfldmp}lzO!J ljwjbflniJJntf moOwjutfpb[m hwtfwp, bl wn}lp mObOwp dbp 
qwiJwtftwpObpO m pb[WIJPnipjJIOObp!J tjmjuwOgb[m ObpljwObpmO: 

flwpft biJlp dbp tfwuOwljgmpbwO tfwujJO mbiJbljwgObt UnwpOnpiJwpwO]l 
qpwuliObwljfJ · tfbp pwpmmiJwpmhft SftljftO ifwpft ITJtpUJtpliwO]l: 

UbUJmbtfpbp 27-]10 dliq mbuOb[niJOJuntj bl u]lpnJ niJpmO]lz · 

/rJwdwlj Upp. ITJwpuwtfbwO 
UnwpOnpiJ 
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Archbishop Khajag Barsamian, Primate 

Updwfiw2finph 
S. Pwpft U J2hfiJ. Ul:plfliwfi 
~mfftz U. Uwhwlj liz U. lfbupnUJ !7/jliiJ.ligmJ 
llzftfiljmm 

Uftplitft Stp Pwpft, 

Ji}-jlz 3816 
UliUJmlitfplip 11, 2000 

tfpwqpw(}lifip hnqlimp hmiJufilipm liz hnqlimp tfwmwljwpwpfilipm 2flf!Wfiwjftfi 
dniJniffilip qnztfwpliz' qlftlwmp fijnp mfilifiwznif ~wjwumwfift tftp J2pftumnfitmpftzfi[J npUJtu 
UJlimwljwfi ljpofip hnjw/jtfwfi 1700-ftfi wnftpnif tflip plitfftfi tftp ljwqtfwljlipUJmlitftp 
hwfiiJftumpftzfifibp[J: 

U]u qpmpliwtfp dliq /j!J hpwzftplifip UnwpfinpiJwpwfiftu tftp mliiJft mfibfiwlftp 
2Pf!WfiWJftfi dniJnl/ftfi. np UJftmft qmtfwpmft :;JnpliJ22WPPft UliUJmlitfplip 27. ljtuopmwfi dwtf[J 
12:00-ftfi: chliJnl/ft [Jfipwgpftfi ljtuopmwfi 6w2 UJftmft UUJwuwpljmft: 

lf[J UUJWUlifip np WfiUJWJUWfi filip/jWJ qmfimftp WJU dnl]nt/ftfi, llpUJtUqft mbiJli/jwfiwp 
pt UnwpfinpiJwpwfi[J ft u2 o-pwqftpfilip tf2wljwo- t ~WJ dniJnifmpiJftfi'ftfi2UJtu fiwliz hwtfw]fi 
ppftumnfiliwj w2Juwphjlfi hwtfwp tfli(} fi2wfiwljmpjlzfi filipljwjwgfiniJ WJU UJWmtfwljwfi 
ftpwiJwpdmpftzfi[J ifwJlif2niJ2nl/ mofiwjutfplizm hwtfwp, liz wnftp mfilifiwp dlip 
qwiJwt.ftwpfilipfi m pbzwiJPnzpftzfifilip!J t.ftnjuwfiglizm filipljwfilipmfi: 

Pwpft liiJtp dlip tfwufiwljgmpliwfi tfwuftfi mliiJli/jwgfiliz UnwpfinpiJwpwfift 
qpwulifiliw/j[J · tfbp pwpmnziJwpnzhft Sftljftfi ifwpft ITJ.tpUJtpliwfift: 

UliUJmlitfplip27-ftfi dliq mliufilizm JnJunif liz uftpnJ niJpnzfiftz' 

!rJwdwlj Upp. ITJ.wpuwtfliwfi 
UnwpfinpiJ 
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~nqbJfinph 
s. uwpblj tlpl]. fl]tpUJtpbwfi 
~nt/Jll u. uppnpl]fllp]ufi u/jbi]bgtnj 
:JbfP[Jfihwli 

Uftpblft ~wjp uwpb/j, 

Archbishop Khajag Barsamian, Primate 

/itju 3817 
Uluqmblipbp 11, 2000 

l5pwqpwt7lifip hnqbmp hmiJufibpm bz hnqbznp liwmwljwpwpfibpm JppwfiwJftfi 
dniJnl/fibp qmliwpb[ · qlftJwmp fi]lzp mfilifiw[nl/ ~wjwumwfift litp .Epftumnfitmpftzfip npUJtu 
UJbmwljwfi ljpofip hn2wljliwfi 1 700-ftfi wnftpnl/ libp pbliftfi litp ljwqliwljbpUJmblftp 
hwfiiJftunzpftzfifibp!J: 

Uju qpmpbwlip dbq /j!J hpwzftpbfip UnwpfinPIJwpwfiftu lftp mbiJft mfibfiwlftp 
lPPWfiWJftfi dniJnl/ftfi. np UJftmft qmliwpmft :JnpbpJwppft UbUJmblipbp 27, ljtuopmwfi dwli!J 
12:00-ftfi: chJI]nl/ft !Jfipwgpftfi ljtuopmwfi lfw2 UJftmft UUJWuwpljmft: 

lip UUJWUbfip np WfilljWJUWfi fibp/jWJ qmfimftp WJU dni]nt/ftfi, npUJtUqft mbi]b/jwfiwp 
pt UnwpfinpiJwpwfip ftli2 O[lwqftpfibp UJW/jwb- t ~WJ dniJnl/mpiJftfi'ftli2UJtu fiwbz hwliwjfi 
ppftumnfibWJ WJjuwphftfi hwliwp lilib- fiJwfiwljmpftzfi fibp/jwjwgfiniJ WJU UJWmliwljwfi 
ftpwiJwpdmpftzfi!J l/wJbflniJlnl/ mofiwjulipb[m hwliwp, bz wnftp mfibfiwp dbp 
qwiJwtftwpfibpfi m pb[WIJPmpftzfifibp!J tjlnjuwligb[m fibpljwfibpmfi: 

flwpft biJ/:p dbp liwufiwljgmpliwfi liwuftfi mbiJli/jwgfib[ UnwplinpiJwpwlift 
qpwublibwljp · libp pwpmmiJwpmhft Sftljftfi lfwpft fl]tpUJtpbwfift: 

UbUjmblipbp 27-ftfi dbq mliufib[m JflJUnl/ bz uftpnJ niJpmfiftz · 

Ivwdwlj Upp. fl]wpuwliliwfi 
UnwpfinpiJ 
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<nqbJ{inph 
S. CJ.bifWU l5. r.[piJ. 9wpwpbw{i 
<mfftz U. f!)oifnU f7ljb1Jbgtn} 
Uftpwpftw 

Archbishop Khajag Barsamian, Primate 

fi}ju 3808 
UbUjWblipbp 11, 2000 

rJpwqpwu b{ip hnqbwp hmiJll[ibpm bz hnqbwp riwmwljwpwp{ibpmJpfJw{iwJft{i 
dniJmf[ibp qnzriwpbf' q/]uwmp (ijlzp m(ib{iw[nl/ <wJwumw[ift rftp J2pftumnatmpftz{jJ! npUJtu 
UJbmwljw{i ljpo{ip hn,!wljlfw{i 1700-ft[i wnftpnlj libp pbrfjl[i ritp ljwqriwljbpUJmbtftp 
hw{il)ftumpftz[i(ibpf!: 

Uju qpmpbwlip dbq IJ!! hpwzftpb{ip Unwp{inpiJwpw[iftu ritp mblzft m{ib(iwtftp 
lflfJW{iwJft(j dn1Jnl/ft{i, np UJftmft qnzriwpmft :Jnpbpzwppft UbUJmbripbp 27, ljtuopmw{i dwrif! 
12:00-]l{i: d-n1Jnl/ft f!{ipwgpft[i ljtuopmw{i 6w2 UJftmft uUJwuwpljmft: 

lJ:f! UUJWUb{ip np WtiUJW}UUJ{i {ibpljWj qm(inzjlp WJU dn1Jnl/ft{i, npUJtUqft Wbi]bljw{iwp 
pt UnwpanpiJwpw{if! ]lli,! t)pwqftp{ibp tfJwljwu t <wJ dn1JnzfmpiJft{i'jJ{i,!UJtu {iwfJz hwliwJ{i 
ppftumn{ibwj wzjuwphft[i hwrfwp rfbt} [izw[iwljmpftz(j {ilipljW}Wg{iniJ W}U UJWWUWI.jw{i 
ftPWIJWpampjlz(iJ! zfwJbf zmpnlj mo{iwjuripbzm hwriwp, liz wnftp nz(ib{iwp dbp 
QUJifUJtftwp{ibpti m pb[UJIJPDipjlz(itifJpp tftnjuw{igb[DI {ilipljw{ibpnz(i: 

flwpft bif/:p abp lfwu{iwljgmpbw{i rfwujl{i Wbifbljwg{ib[ Unwp{inpiJWflUJ{ijJ 
qpwub{ibwlj!J 'ribp pwpmmifwpmhft Sftljft[i lfwpft f!)tpUJtpbwtift: 

UbUJmbripbp 27-ft[i dliq mbu{ib[m JDJunlj liz uftpnJ Difpm(iftz' 

ftrwU.WljUpp. f!)wpuwriliw{i 
Unwp{inpiJ 

630 SECOND AVENUE, NEW YORK, NY 10016-4806 TELEPHONE 212.686.0710 FAX 212.779.3558 
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Archbishop Khajag Barsamian, Primate 

Updwfiw20nph 
S. lf}lpwJtz.12hOJ. SttjtlfbwO 
~m/ftz u. Q.pftqnp Lnzuwznpft} uljbi]bgzn] 
fTJjJOljhwlfppO 

fi}-jzz 3807 
UbUJmblipbp 11, 2000 

l5pWC)flWU bOp hnqbznp hm/JuObpm bz hnqbznp lfwmwljwpwpObpmlfl2WUWJftO 
dniJnt/Obp qnzlfwpbz 'q/}uwznp Oftzp mObOwznt/ ~wjwumwfift lftp ./2pftumn0tmpftz0p npUJtu 
UJbmwljwO ljpoOp hn}wljliwO 1700-ftO wnftpntj lfbp pbliftfi lftpljwqlfwljbpUJnzblftp 
hwOIJftunzpftzfifibpp: 

llju qpmpbwlfp dbq {jf! hpwzftpbOp UnwpOnpiJwpwOftu lftp mbiJft mObOwlftp 
2fl2WfiWJftO dniJnt/ftfi. np UJft.mft qmlfwpnzft ::Jnpbp2wppjz UbUJmblfpbp 27, ljtuopmwO dwlfp 
12:00-ftO: d-niJnt/ft pOpwgpftO ljtuopmwO lfw2 UJft.mft UUJWuwpljnzft: 

lzp UUJWUbfip np WUUJWJliwO Obp/jwJ qmOmftp WJU dniJnt/ftO, npUJtuqft mbi]bljwOwp 
pt Unwpfinfll)wpwfip ftfi1 bpwqftpObp li2wljwo- t ~WJ dniJntfmpiJftO'ftO}UJtu Owbz hwliwjO 
ppftumnfibwj WlJuwphftO hwlfwp lib()- filwfiwljmpftzO ObpljwjwgfiniJ WJU UJWmliwljwO 
ftpwiJwpdnzpftzOp tfwJb[lniPntfznoOwjulfpbzm hwlfwp, bz wnftp nzObOwp dbp 
qwiJwtftwpObpfi m pb[WIJPnzpftzfiObpf! tjJ.njuwOgbzm ObpljwfibpmO: 

Pwpft biJ/:p dbp lfwuOwljgmpbwO lfwuftO znbiJbljwgObz UnwpOnpiJwpwOft 
qpwubObwljp 'lfbp pwpmnziJwpnzhft SftljftO lfwpft fTJtpUJtpbwOft: 

UbUJznblfpbp 27-]10 dbq znbuObzmJnJuntj bz uftpnJ niJpnzOftz · 

/!Jwdwlj Upp. fTJwpuwlfbwO 
UnwpOnpiJ 

630 SECOND AVENUE, NEW YORK, NY 10016-4806TELEPHONE 212.686.0710 FAX 212.779.3558 
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Archbishop Khajag Barsamian, Primate 

llpdwliw2linph 
S. lfwpmftpnu .f2htiJ. :Jhzliwli 
LnwwpwpwUJhm U tlWfllJWti ifWJfl Swti'wpft 
"&ftz lJnpp 

Uftphtft Stp ifwpmftpnu, 

/iJ-ftz 3806 
UhUJmhlfphp 11. 2000 

l:Jpwqpwu btip hnqhznp hnL/Jutibpnz hz hnqbznp Lfwmwljwpwptibpnz 2f1pwtiwJftti 
dniJmflihp (jiJ,llfwpb[' q/]uwznp tiftzp nztihtiw[nt/ <wJwumwtift Lftp ./2pftumnlitmpftlti[J npUJtu 
Ujhmwljwti ljpotip hn1wljlfwli 1700-ftli wnftpntf Lfhp phliftti LftpljwqlfwljbpUJmhtftp 
hwliiJftunzpftztitihpp: 

llju qpnzphwlfp dhq /jf! hpwzftphlipllnwptinpiJWJ1Wtiftu Lftp mhiJft nzlihliw!ftp 
2f1pwtiwjftti dniJnt/ftti, np UJftmft qnzlfwpnzft :JnphJJ2WPPft UbUJmhlfpbp 27. ljtuopnzwti dwlfp 
12:00-ftli: d"niJnt/ft plipwgpftti ljtuopnzwti ti'w2 UJftmft UUJwuwpljnzft: 

lzp UUJwubfip np wtiUJWJUWii tibp/jwj qmlinzftll WJU dniJnt/ftli, npUJtuqft mbiJb/jwtiwp 
pt llnwplinpiJwpwtip ft li1 apwqftptihp li2wljwu t <wJ dniJntfnzp1Jftli'ftli1UJtu tiwhz hwliwjli 
ppftumntihwJ w2juwphftli hwlfwp Lfbu ti2wliwljnzpftzli tihp/jwjwgtiniJ WJU UJWmliwljwli 
ftflWIJWJ1dnzpftztip tfwJbf2nLJJnt/ moliwjulfph[nz hwlfwp, hz wnftp nzlihtiwp dbp 
(jWIJwtftwptibpti nz ph[WIJI1Illpftztilihpf! tftnjuwfigh[nz tibpljwtihpnzli: 

.Pwpft biJ/:p dbp Lfwutiwljgnzphwti Lfwuftli mlilzhljwgtib[llnwptinpiJWflwtift 
qpwubtihwljp · Lfhp pwpmnziJWpnzhft Sftljftti ifwpft fl]tpUJtphwtift: 

UhUJmblfphp 27-ftli dbq mhulih[nz JDJuntf hz uftpnJ niJpnztiftz' 

lvwdwlj llpp. ITJwpuwlfhwli 
llnwptinpiJ 

630 SECOND A VENUE, NEW YORK, NY 10016-4806 TElEPHONE 212.686.0710 FAX 212.779.3558 
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S. tuwd'wl.j UrQI:i~~ul.jnll!nU fllwruwLfl:iwlJ~lJ 
Unw21.mr11 ~WJng ~pLUpuwmu 
ULfl:ir~4WJ~ UrlLI:iLI:iWlJ J'i}l:ilf~ 

' .;... , ,"vbt t;nno 
"'~ '''Ill:;~.> 'II> 

Ullrl::iLil Urpwqwl.J l:iflpwJr. 

Vnl.JrtwL Ql::ir WJQI:iLnLJ'i}l:iwlJ [!UJ'i}WQQPli 11 2wru WJL li~l~/. . 
tunulllWQWUQ l.JwlL Umrp ul:irutu~ tuuwLfwl.jwLnLJ'i}l:iWll d'nflnLl~ J'i}nLW.l.jwlJ~~ 
JUlllWl.jl::igLfwllo lL 1700-wlfl:iw4~ JWliallwtumLfp~ hl:illl hwlll)~lllmlf uo 
l.jwjwglil:iLnL Lfwu~ll: Q.wliWlllW 40 ltl:irwi)WrlUWUQ Ul:ill!U11:ilfpl:irll 15-~l.i lL 
~WJWUlllwll ttl:irwllwroll J'i}mwl.jwllll t 25 ~nl.jml:ilfpl:iro: Ur11. WJU 
d'wlfwl.iwl.jwlf~2ng~ll. l:if'3t hllwrwLnr t lll.jwm~ mlJI:illwL Lll:irnJ~21:iWL 
d'nflnttul:irtu Lft4o l.jwlf Lf~LU(!: '"'M hwuwr qpwflmwb orl::ir l::ill 15-19-o. 
ul:irwnl:iwt: LwLwqnjlJ lli~Ulp QUWJ, l:if'i}t nLrpwf'i}, 29 Ul:ill!l111:ilfpl::ir~u ~ 
ll4wm~ wnlJl::iliQ 1700-wlfl:iw4r. d'n11nt1~ hwuwr. lL llnJll oro. l::irl:i4nJl::iwlJ, 
4wlf JW2nr11 oro. WrlWlOU11:iWli Wrlpf'i}ll D.LLWJ hWUI)Pll!l:iLnL llwlL A.C.Y.O.A.-~ 
l.jl:il.imrnlJwl.jwlJ ttwr~mf'i}l:iWlJ hl:illl, nrll!tuq~ hwlJqwLfwl.iortlJ tuoutp 
l:ir~l.llwuwrllw4wll mtumwqllwgmf'i}l:iwll Lfwupll: 

Ullrl::iL~ Urpwqwll l:iflpWJr, Ql:ir qorw4gmf'i}~lliQ l.jwrllnr 40. qllll.il::ilJQ 
JWlll4Wllltu l:irlllllwuwrl)wl.jwll mtumwqllwgmf'i}l:iwll brwqr~ Lft2: 

VliWLfQ l:iflpwJrwl.jwll 21:iru u~rnJ n112nlli~l 

UflOf3W4~9 

l)'i~<.~,~4L 
Snl.jllwll Urllfilllllu4nlllnu 

'-l.wrp~-QWrlJ1nLflWr 
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'l.rnpftli Umpp Obmpftzli 
Stp Stp q.wpllqftli l7pljpnpiJ 

Archbishop Khajag Barsamian, Primate 

/iTftz3802 
UllUJmlitfplip J, 2000 

(JwJpwqnJfi IT}wmpftwpp bz f.J:wpnr!ftljnu Utfllliwjli <wJng 
lfwJp Upnn Umpp f::ptiftwbftli 

t[llhwljlwn Stp, 

dwtfwfiwljftfi umwgwb tftlip Bnz!ftu 21, 2000 pmwljftp :;Jbp fiwtfw/jiJ,<WJWUUJWiift 
tftp .Rpftumnfitmpliwfi UJlimwqwfi ljpofip hn;wqtfwfi 1700-ft hwuiJftumpllwfig liz l7plizw6ft U. 
q.pftqnp Lnwwmpft; lfw]p 17/jliiJbgftft qwnmgtfwu bwjuullpmu tfwuuwljgmpbwfi 
/jwUJw/jgmpllwtfp: 

Uju uwtfwljftfi pm/WUI)W/jmpftlu[J UlbiJb/jwgmgftup /iTiltfwqwfi /unphmpiJft 
wliijwtfullpnzfi' lfbppftli dmznl/ft !Jiipwgpftti, np mbr!ft mfillgwz l7pllp;wppft Oqnumnu 29-ftli: 
/iTiltfwqwfi /unphmpiJIJ npn;lig ftp qwplllftmpliwfi uwhtfwfiullpmu tftp !JiiiJwnwplif :Jlip!J 
Uppmpliwu ljlwljlwpftli: 

l!fiiJDzubgtp liTlitfwljwfi /unphmf11Jft w6IJwtffilipm6 liz ftti upmwpmju 
pwplltiwiJPmpftz661lp!J · wnwzllt pwpwnnrzp liz wpllz;wm ljliwupft hwtfwp: 

lfwm;ll[nl/ ft hwtfpn]p :JbpiJ t[lihwljlwnnzpliwfi Obllwl Upn]li 
/unuwphwpwp 

/uwdwlj Upp. IT}wpuwtfliwu 
UnwplinPIJ 

630 SECOND AVEJ>,lJE, NEW YORK, NY !0016-4806 TELEPHONE 212.686.0710 FAX 212.779.3558 
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A. OPENING CEREMONIES 

I. AT HOLY ECHMIADZIN 
December 31, 2000- January 1, 2001 

II. ATST. VARTANCATHEDRAL 
January 6, 2001 

ill. ATPARISHES 
January 14,2001 



I. ATHOLYECHMIADZIN 
December 31, 2000-January 1, 2001 

His Holiness will be inviting the heads of the hierarchical seas of the Armenian 
Churches and all the Diocesan Primates asking them to bring with them two 
young people, one male and one female ages 18-28 to be in Holy Echmiadzin on 
December 29. On December 31st in the evening His Holiness and his entourage 
will go to Khorvirab and His Holiness will descend to the pit and light the candle 
and after ascending the pit he will the procession will bring the light to Holy 
Echmiadzin and at midnight of December 31st, with a special ceremony His 
Holiness will light a designated lantern which has been placed on the Altar of 
Descent and during the ceremony, each primate will lead his youth to receive the 
lantern from His Holiness, at which time the two young people will carry the light 
to New York City to St. Vartan Cathedral. 



ll. AT ST. VARTAN CATHEDRAL 
January 6, 2001 

The Primate will be the celebrant of the Divine Liturgy on the occasion of the 
Armenian Christianity at St. Vartan Cathedral and two young people from each 
parish will be invited to come to St. Vartan Cathedral at the conclusion of the 
Divine Liturgy there will be a special opening ceremony of the 1700th 
Anniversary ofChristianization of Armenia. Each Primate will present a lantern 
brought from Armenia to each delegation from the parishes at which time the 
young people, ages 18-28, who brought the light will light their lantern. 



Ill. AT PARISHES 
January 14, 2001 

At the end ofBadarak in each parish, there will be a special opening ceremony 
where the Pastor with the two young people who brought the light in the lantern, 
from St. Vartan Cathedral, will invited everyone who attended Badarak to light 
their candles from that lantern. The lantern will remain lit in the church during 
the entire year of2001. 

The Diocese of the Armenian Church to be distributed to the parishes will present 
special candles. 

a. How to select young people. 

On November 12th in each parish there will 
be a collection of names of young people 
ages 18-28 which will be placed in two 
boxes (male and female). At the conclusion 
ofBadarak these boxes will be brought in 
the chancel of Church where in front ofthe 
community the Pastor will select two 
Sunday school students to draw from each 
box and announce the selected names. 
these names will be submitted to the 
Primate on November 13th. These names 
will again be placed in two boxes one male 
and one female. 

On November 19th the Primate at the 
conclusion of the celebration ofBadarak 
will have two young people draw the names 
from the boxes. These two final youngsters 
will be invited by the Primate to go to 
Echmiadzin. The other youngsters will be 
invited to come to New York City on 
January 61

h to receive the light. 



KATHERINE A. ANSON 
DIRECfOR OF 5cHEDUUNG 

Archbishop Khajag Barsamian 
Primate 

THE CITY OF NEW YORK 

OFFICE OF THE MAYOR 

NEW YORK, N.Y. 10007 

August 11. 2000 

Diocese of the Armenian Church of America 
630 Second Avenue 
New York, NY 10016 

Dear Archbishop Barsamian: 

We have received your letter inviting Mayor Rudolph W. Giuliani to attend the 
Armenian Church celebration, and requesting the use of Central Park for the Armenian 
Church's 1 ,7001h Anniversary, from May 26 through May 27, 2000. 

This matter has been referred to Deputy Mayor Washington and the Mayor's Chief 
of Staff, Anthony Carbonetti, for their review. 

We will be in contact with you soon regarding the event. If you have any questions, 
please feel free to contact our office at (212) 788-3031. 

Thank you for your interest and consideration. 

Sincerely, 

t.::f!::: 
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Archb!shop Khajag Barsamian, Primate 

The Honorable Rudolph Giuliani 
Mayor of New York City 
City Hall 
New York, NY 10007 

Dear Mayor Giuliani: 

August 4, 2000 

I hope this letter finds you well. I am writing to inform you of a major milestone 
for the Diocese of the Armenian Church of America, which will be observed 
throughout the year 2001. I would also like to humbly request your guidance 
and help with one particular matter. 

Next year, in 2001, Armenian Christians around will mark the 1,700th 
anniversary of the Armenian nation's conversion to Christianity. In AD 301, the 
Armenian King Tiridates III was cured of madness and baptized by our patron 
saint, St. Gregory the Enlightener. The King thereafter declared Christianity the 
national religion of his people- thereby making Armenia history's first Christian 
nation (thirteen years before Constantine the Great established the Holy Roman 
Empire). 

Over the past seventeen centuries, the Armenian Church has been the heart and 
soul of our national life- no matter where in the world Armenians have settled. 
In this great city of New York, our St. Vartan Cathedral and Diocesan Complex at 
34th Street and Second Avenue has built upon that tradition during the past 
century, and we have been honored by your presence at our "spiritual home" on 
several important occasions. 

We are planning a year's worth of events, in communities around the country, to 
celebrate the 1,700th anniversary. New York City will be a focal point of the 
observance, and our recently-elected pontiff, His Holiness Karekin II, the 
Catholicos of All Armenians, has agreed to travel from the Mother See of the 
Church in Armenia to personally preside over our celebration during Memorial 
Day weekend, May 26-27,2001. 

630 SECO!'.'D AVENUE, NEW YORK. NY 10016-4806 TELEPHONE 212.686.0710 FAX 212.779.3558 



That weekend will attract Armenians from around the country for a major 
gathering in this city. My request to you is that we would like to hold this 
Memorial Day weekend celebration in Central Park. 

As currently envisioned, Saturday May 26 would feature a charitable fundraising 
event (perhaps a youth walk-a-thon), along with food booths and an evening 
musical/ cultural program. Sunday May 27 would feature a large-scale outdoor 
celebration of the Divine Liturgy, with Catholicos Karekin II as celebrant. 

Mr. Mayor, I have sent this same information to Mr. Henry Stem, New York's 
Commissioner of Parks. But I wanted to formally contact you as well, to ask for 
any assistance you can give in expediting this request. 

Finally, our community would be deeply honored, Mayor Giuliani, if you could 
join us in this celebration. I will of course provide further details as they 
develop, but I wanted to extend my personal invitation to you at this early 
juncture. Naturally, my office would by happy to address any questions from 
you or your staff. 

May God bless you, and may He continue to inspire your devoted service to all 
the people of our great city. 

With prayers, 

(-\ ~ ~ • \<_ ' J1 ----.c.----~ 
Archbishop Khajag Barsamian 
Primate 
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Archbishop Khajag Barsamian, Primate 

August 4, 2000 

The Honorable Henry Stem 
Commissioner of Parks, New York City 
City Hall 
New York, NY 10007 

Dear Mr. Stem: 

I hope this letter finds you well. I am writing to you at the recommendation of 
Mr. Samuel Azadian, to request your help in arranging a suitable venue for a 
major celebration in the life of the Diocese of the Armenian Church of America. 

Next year, in 2001, Armenian Christians around will mark the 1,700th 
anniversary of the Armenian nation's conversion to Christianity. Our celebration 
in New York City is scheduled for Memorial Day weekend, May 26-27,2001. On 
that occasion, we would like to observe this great milestone in New York's 
Central Park. 

By way of background: In AD 301 the Armenian King Tiridates III was cured of 
madness and baptized by our patron saint, St. Gregory the Enlightener. The 
King thereafter declared Christianity the national religion of his people- thereby 
making Armenia history's first Christian nation (thirteen years before Constantine 
the Great established the Holy Roman Empire). 

Over the past seventeen centuries, the Armenian Church has been the heart and 
soul of our national life-no matter where in the world Armenians have settled. 
In this great city of New York, our St. Vartan Cathedral and Diocesan Complex at 
34th Street and Second Avenue has built upon that tradition during the past 
century, becoming the "spiritual home" of the Armenian American community. 

We are planning a year's worth of events, in communities around the country, to 
celebrate the 1,700th anniversary. New York City will be a focal point of the 
observance, and our recently-elected pontiff, His Holiness Karekin II, the 
Catholicos of All Armenians, has agreed to travel from the Mother See of the 
Church in Armenia to personally preside over our celebration during Memorial 
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Day weekend. We expect this event to attract Armenians from around the 
country for a major gathering in.this city, and we are eager to convene the event 
in an exciting and prestigious location. Naturally, Centr_al Park would be ideal 
for our purposes. 

As currently envisioned, Saturday May 26 would feature a charitable fundraising 
event (perhaps a youth walk-a-thon), along with food booths and an evening 
musical/ cultural program. Sunday May 27 would feature a large-scale outdoor 
celebration of the Divine Liturgy, with Catholicos Karekin II as celebrant. 

I realize, Mr. Stern, that acquiring permission to use Central Park in this way is 
no simple task. Perhaps, too, a venue like Battery Park would be more suitable 
to our needs and those of the city. Nevertheless, I wanted to formally contact 
you to ask for your guidance and help in this matter. I have already sent a letter 
to Mayor Giuliani, asking for his assistance in·expediting our request. 

We are eager to discuss the possibilities and our plans with you or your staff. 
Perhaps we can arrange a meeting in the next few weeks for this purpose? I 
would be much obliged if your staff could contact my office at (212) 686-0710, to 
suggest a suitable time. Please feel free to call with any further questions you 
may have. 

I look forward to meeting with you and moving ahead with this project. May 
God bless you, Commissioner Stern, and may He continue to inspire your 
devoted service to our great city. 

With prayers, 

Archbishop Khajag Barsamian 
Primate 
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17000 .ANNIVERSAI1lE DE I.:ADOPnON DU CHIUS'IlANISME 
EN TANT QUE REUGION D'trAT EN AJMEN1.E 
17'~'~~ CENTENARY OP 1HB PROCL\MATION OF CHlUSTIAN1TY IN ARMENtA 

·-·~2000 Jx-£fl 
~=~A~~~~~~H;::i~=:~~toliqueduCanada \~07 ~ 615, Stuart . 
OutreJnont , Quebec 
H2V3H2 . 

The year 200 I is the marking of the 1700111 anniversary of proclamation of Christianity as a 
swe religion in Armenia. 

To celebrate this event, on national and ecumenical levels, spiritual and cultural events, have 
been planned and organized in eacll and every Diocese of the Armenian Church. 

The Armenian nati011 was among the first to be blessed in receiving the Light of the World, 
our Lord Jesus Christ. In 301 A.D. by the endeavours and the Spiritual auidance of St. 
Gregory the rlluminator, the King Tiridote~ Ill proclaimed Christia.nity as Armenia's state 
religion 

It is my pleasure to inform, that Catholicos Aram I of the Great House of Cilicia, in 
col\iunction with the 170otl anniversary celebrations, will visit C!IJIII.da from October II 111 to 
October IS'" 2000. 

We will further infonn you of His Holiness's detailed itinerary, when finalized. 

However; 
-On Friday afternoon, October 13111

, an ecumenical service will take place at the A.osJicat1 
Diocesan Cathedral in Toronto. 
-On Sunday. October JS'h, at 13:00 pm. an ecumenical Divine Litw-gy will be celebrated, in 
Montreal, at the Anglican Christ Church, J 444· Union Street. 
-On Monday, October 16lh, fi'om 12:00 to 14:00 pm, an ecumenical luncheon and formal 
presentations have been scheduled at tile downtown Montreal Sheraton hotel. 

You are cordially invited to the above and we are hopeful th11t you will be joining us on these 
occasions. 

Our office will be in contact with you in early September to confirm your presence at these 
occasions. 

Looking forward to greet you personally. 
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<J.oro. s. sn<~.'uU'u ur-11.. st:rst:rou'u,u.mtQ-unro. 

q.b[l2- S. Iuwdw~ Up:F. lllwpuwtlbw\.t 
Unw2bnpq lwJng l~LU~UWJ~b Uubp~~WJ~ 
U'~wgbwt 't.wfiw\Jq\.thpnl UphLhL bw\J £il'hu~ 
't.pt bnp:F 

U~[lbl~ Upp.wq_wb bflp.WJ(l, 

ARCHBISHOP HOVNAN DERDERIAN, PRIMATE 

ta'~l 2000.331 
U'n\JplwL, 26 Snq~u 2000 

U. t2t1~wa\Jl\J ~ hpwi}-W[l&.w'i.tf 4~pw~~. 23 Snt'i.tjm~'i.t p.wlw~w'i.t~'i.t itw\Jpwp.bn'i.tntwit 
w2luwmwbf\Jhpn~: U'bq_~ fiwuwp WJ'i.tfw\J WL 'l~L(l~b ~hfLWL Ull{[l~L 1 - Snq~u 19 
dwuw\.tw~wfiwmntwitl!' 1700-wuhw~~ qpwub\.thw~l! bt 1!\.t'lfiw\.tmp O(lwqpb(l(! 
~wpqwtn(lhtnt mhuw~lmlb: UJbmwubbwJU~l, ~I! lun(lfi~bf !itt ~b~ np ~wt}m~ ~w(lhL~ 
'lwrc!.wt bn(l nlfl fL nljit~tb U(! "fl'lhqpht= 

U~(lhL~ Uppwq_w'i.t bfLpWJ(I, ub(l WJU \.twuw~n~ ~'ntq_bbf !!bp nL2W'l(lntjitbw'i.t JWb6.bht 
~wpq U(! fiw(lgb(l, n(lnbg 2"L[l2 !!hq_~ fihm lun(lfi(II}-W~gmjit~tb(! ~I! qm\Jh\.t:F wbfi(lwdh2m: 

w.- 1700-wuhw~~ q(lwuh'i.thw~~ hl itpwqphpnl hl U'WJ[l b~hfLhgLnJ 2~bW(IW(IW~wb 
w2luwmw\Jwg ll{~lmiSl~ qnJwgntu: 

p.- 2001 jitntw~wb~ wnw'i.tgfwJ~b \.t2w\.tw~ntjit~t'i.t ntbhgnfl il'(IWq(lb(l: UJutnhfL 
uwu'i.twtn(l ~hpll{n~ ~'ntq_h'i.t:F WUIJ.(IW'lwnbwt pntn[l~'i.t bt JWlfi~Wil{lu '1-h~m. 31-~ 
O[lWq(l~b, R[lRLU W(lW(Ififl W~W(Iq(! ll{Wlfi(IWUtnbt nL lub'l(IWbf bb(l~WJWgntg~UT !!bq_~: 

q.- Sntt~u 2001 jitntw~w\.t~ b(l~tnWUW[li}-W~w\.t ntlumwq\.twgntjit~tb: UJu 
~Wil{W~gntjitbwup L nt(ll w2!uwmw\.t:F ~I! mwpnt~ bt nt(lwlu h\.tf JWJtnbht nl "fl W(l'llb 
wnwb6.~\.tb tnhfLh(lnt ul2 ~I! &.btwln(lnt~b UW(IU~'i.tbhp, R(ln'i.tf JWb&.bwnnl ~·I!LLWb 
tnbtt~ b(l~lfiWUW(IIJ.bbpnl UWU\Jw~gntjit~tb(! WUJWfin~ ht nllutnwquwgmjitbwb (!bjitwgf~\J: 
bt Rl(IWiu h\J:F fiwumwmhtnt, "(I uhp ~hrl~'i.t U~2-lithuw~wb b(l~lflWUW(II}-W~Wb 
ntlumwq'i.twgntjitbwb(! 9bp ~n'Lul JWb6.bwpw(lntjit~tb l(l umwgwa uwubw~gblnt 
d-lJul!b Shu~(liShw'i.t(!: UJ'i.tnLwtlh\JwJb~l, WJU ~wUJw~gntjithwup mw~wt~b ~'ntq_h\Jf 
luou~L 9hq_~ fihm: 



- 2 -

U~rbt~ Urpwq_wb bq_p.WJ(l, pwg~ tl_brnJ~2bwt fiwrgbrtb WJUnL ~h(l nL2W'l(lnt!iJbwb 
4'ntq_hbf Jwb&bbt bwht £a'buw4wL brbf llnw2bnrqbbrnt bt wmbhwutbmubJlnL 
fiwuwmbq_ qntUWJlnLwi)- dnq_ntl_~ utwrwqwb: lfb(l 4wra~fntl_, dnq_ntl_~ J!U!iJwgf~b 
fbbwr4ntwa fiwrgbrnt 4wutw4gnt!iJbwup nrn2w4~ tnti)-nufubrm JWbqbgwhf: 
Sntuwl~S bbf, nr UbutmbupbJl~b. bJlp tlhfiwl}twnJ! 41! fiwhqltutlt llrwu ll.ph, wtbt~ 
JUUlW4nt!iJ~tb 41! Ul~Jlt wutbnt(\hf: ~WJg U~b~ WJI} mw4wtpb utlmf t 2W(lntbw4bbf 
tunrfirqwlmltL• nJlutluq_~ pntnJlutWpwqwbb(lntb bwluwutwmrwumntwa I!Llwbf: 

lfbwuf UltrnJ firt2ntbpt, 
llq_ o!iJw4~g' 

\31~~~ 
Bml bwb U.rfbut~u4nutnu 
U.nw2bnr'l q.wbwmwfiwJng 



DIOCESE OF THE ARMENIAN CHURCH OF AMERICA 
630 Second Avenue, New York, NY 10016 

(212)686-0710 Fax (212)779-3558 

MEMO 
Date: June 30, 2000 

To: Fr. Krikor Maksoudian, Aram Arkun, Sylva der Stepanian, Elise Antreassian, 
Nancy Basmajian, Fr. Yasken Kouzouian, Yn. Arpi Kouzouian, Fr. Simeon 
Odabashian, Khoren Meikhanedjian, Dottie Bengoian 

From: Fr. Untzag Nalbandian 

c.c. Primate 
Michael Haratunian 

Re: Highlights of June 27th and 28th meeting 

These are the highlights of our June 27th and June 28th meeting at the Diocese in 
regard of 1700th Anniversary Jubilee. Fr. Simeon took the minutes. If you have any 
questions let me know. 

Encl. 



17001
h Anniversary Meeting- Department Heads 

June 27, 2000 

GOAL- To get book of activities ready for publication by August 15, 2000 
Distribution- September, 2000 
BUDGET- Present costs of proposed activities by July 15, 2000 

ZIC- stories on each of the feasts to be commemorated 
ALLARC- story of conversion of Armenia in 52 segments to be read thru out year (from time of 
Christ to trans. Of Bible 

DRE - dramatic readings on conversion of Armenia for community readings, with 25 parts 
ALLARC - trans. Above into Armenian 

FEASTS 
1. Sons and Grandsons - February 
ZIC- map of their journeys ($2000) 
ZIC - a comparison of pagan and Christian feasts, slide show to accompany this 

2. Commitment to the Pit - March 
Bread and Water activity, charge $10 per person and donate money for renovation ofKhor Virab 
Tum off lights, use only candles 
13 minutes to pray/meditate (13 years in pit)- theme of sacrifice 
DOROTHY and ELISE - Guided meditation 
break into groups to discuss commitment to church 
DRE- distribute cards (bricks) for people to write their commitment- to be affixed to church 
poster 
DRE & ALLARC -educate on talents and commitment to church and culture for facilitator who 
will lead groups - incorporate 5 focus areas 
KHOREN- prepare two verses of two sharagans of St. Gregory 
SUGGESTION- services end earlier this day to facilitate fasting 

3. Deliverance from the Pit, Etcbmiadzin, etc. -June 
DRE- play on conversion of Armenia 
ALLARC - opera and musical show 
Theme- role of women, lay leaders 
Quiz show- winner goes to Armenia or $1500 for adults 

Up to 17 years old- $500 scholarship 
DRE ALLARC -will supply questions -total 400 questions 
2 groups -youth & adult 

4 Holy Translators 
Video on pilgrimage 
People to recite Aravod Loosoh 
ALLARC - supply text of Aravod Loosoh 
Souvenirs -bookmarkers, pens, candles, stickers (301 AD), ask Arto concerning gifts from 
Armenia- gifts to be given to people participating in 1700'h anniversary programs 



ZIC - to prepare Information Packet 
One to two pages description of jubilee for non-Armenians, press and youth 

Essay Contest- 2 levels- 1. Adults (10 pages) 2. Youth (3 to 5 pages) "How the Armenian 
Church has influenced my live" winner- I. Trip to Armenia or cash 2. $500, $300 and $200 
deadline July 1,2000 

17001
h Anniversary Meeting - Department Heads 

June 28, 2000 

DRE- Bible study outline/ teacher's handbook for 17 Bible Studies covering 5 focus areas
deadline is January 1, 2001 

Honor those who bear St. Gregory's name 
DMP- prepare names to be commemorated (see Garo Bedrosian's book) 
Give special candle with logo and 301 AD and carnation to honorees after Badarak 
Involve them in liturgy 

DMP- To prepare booklet/guideline to assist pastors in organization group to do outreach 
visitations to unchurched in community, concerning lay ministry 
Consult Frs. Karekin, Untzag and other 
See Roman Catholic approaches 

17 hour retreat- theme is conversion 
DRE- basis, narrative for retreat leader, geared to young adults 

Vocation Sunday- theme of priesthood and lay minister, leadership 
DRE- to provide materials on this 
An activity (Bible Study) during fellowship recommended for Pentecost Sunday 
DEPART. HEADS- supply list of speakers and suggestions to DRE by JULY 30 
"How can someone serve the Church" 

Parishes donate 17 books to local library 
DRE ALLARC ZIC to come up with a list of books 
Bookplate with 1700'h logo 

Cultural Resources 
KHOREN - 1 0 songs 
ALLARC - recitations, opera 
DRE-play 
ELISE & DOROTHY -Coloring book 



Meeting with Department Directors 
June 27, 2000 

17001
h Anniversary Parish Activities 

Agenda 

1. Ecumenical Service (IV) -
Service for the mandatory programs (II) -

2. Resource material for mandatory programs 
a. Article about the feasts 
b. A proper program for the parish 
c. What this feast means to us today 

3. Optional programs 

• 17 week Bible Study sessions on 5 four areas 

Fr. Daniel 
Fr. Daniel 

• Honor those who bear St. Gregory's name (How?) 

• Start a "Parish Mission Program" (How?) 

• 17 hour parish retreat (theme, literature?) 

• Vocation Sunday ... priesthood (provide literature, How can we encourage?) 

• Donate 17 books ... (Name the books) 

4. Cultural Resources for programs, music, songs, recitation, play, stories, history, color
books. 

5. Information Packet 

• For non-Armenians 

• For Press 

• ForYouth 

6. Essay Contest 
I. "How the Armenian Church influenced my life?" 

Ages 18 and up-Winner free trcket to Armenia or Jerusalem 
Ages 12-17- offer $500.00? 

II. Quiz Show 
III. Art Contest 

7. Other 

• Publish a prayer-book with 17 prayers 

• Relic- Holy Cross, St. Gregory's 



17001
h Jubilee Meeting with Departments 

_June 14, 2000 

Agenda 

1. Invocation 

2. 17001
h Anniversary Committee's Activities- Primate 

3. Suggestions from the Clergy- Fr. Untzag 

4. Departments- ALLARC, DRE, DYM 

5. Source and Program Booklet for Parish activities for the 17001
h Jubilee* 

6. Other 

7. Our next meeting- one full day! June 23,2000-10:00 a.m. to 3:00p.m. 

* Will include: 

a) Mandatory parish activities 
b) Optional parish activities 
c) 2001 Church Calendar 
d) Materials for the activities/programs (songs, poems, prayers) 
e) A brief message from the Primate 
f) Where to look for additional help 
g) Ecumenical (prayers, service, etc.) 
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1700th Anniversary ot Baptism of Armenia by St. Gregory the 
, : Illuminator 

Booklets on the A.nnenlan Church 

Series Title: 
1'ht! Church of the ArrM11ianJ: Carrylns rht Cross of Juus Christ for 1700 Years 

''Tho Jcsu' told hi' disciples. "If any mu. WGUIII , 0me aftor me, Jet him deny hlmsalf ud Ulkc up his cross ud 
f!lllow me." 

{Matt. 16:241 

Series Edttor.ss 
Faculty of St. Nersess Seminary 

OveraU Theme of Booklets 
The Armenian Church i8 part of the lllriversal Church of Jesus Christ. Its maln mission is to 
witness to his aospel. and to lead our poople in disci()leship and praiae of God. The .1\rmmlan 
Church enrlcb.es the Wliversal church with Lts own Christian bistory, tradition. practices; in snort, 
by its dl.sdnctive and Wlique Christian wilncls. 

Titlell 
1. Christianity In Armenia and A~nonc the Armenians • Fr. Simeon 

What is the ArmenUm Church? Where did it come from? What is its raison ci'~ and miJsiOD? 
What is its mission in Awdca today? 

2 • Tbe Armelllau Church lD lbe Cbristtau WOJ'Id Tocla)' • Fr. Glll'abed 
Christian DonomiDationa and Familiu, Rclatiolllhip wlth Oriental Orthodox. Eutern 
Ortbodox, ROIDID Catholic Church, Protestant Denomlaadcms. Sects, IehoVIih's WitDesscs, 
Mormaaa. Armeaia Clmrcb iD lhe WCC. NCC. Prospects for the future. 

3 • Teacbbap ot the ArmeDIAD Cburda • Terlao 
Basil: teacbinp, diatiactive featmes of Armeal.an Church doctriDe. 

4. The Voice of the Anaealan Church Regarding Contemporary Morul lsBBe& • 

Homoacxullity, Abortioa, Sexuality, C~eption. Parenting and olber 

!. Wonh!p lD the Armlllta.n Church· Fr. D&Diel 
Origin and development, distinctive features, Uturgy. 

Ci. The Bible in the Anu.eaian Church ·Fr. Vahan 
Introduction to the Bible, Translatl011 of the Bible, Use of the Bible in the Armenian Church, 
The Messqe of tbe Bible for Atmeniw Today. 

Physical Des~:rlptlon: 
Booklets should be pocket-size, approximately 3 S x 6" 
BW:t and. White with one-color~ (each booklet will have a different colored cover). 
10.20 pages per booklet . 

Timetable: 
September 1, lOOOt Booklets go to print. 
November 1, :ZOOO: Booklets printed and distributed tO parishes. 



MINUTES OF MEETING WITH CLERGY COMMITTEE FOR THE 1700™ 
ANNIVERSARY OF THE CONVERSION OF ARMENIA TO CHRISTIANITY 

May 31,2000 

1. The meeting was open with a prayer at 11:00 a.m. Present were Rev. Frs. Diran Bohajian, 
Karekin Kasparian, Untzag Nalbandian and Simeon Odabashian. Rev. Frs. Papken 
Anoushian, Daniel Findikyan, Vertanes Kaylajian, Garabed Kochakian were absent. 

2. Suggestions from Clergy: 
A. Information Packet - including a timetable for entire year 2001, various 
observances to assist planning, public relations to Armenian and non-Armenian 
community; background information on l700th anniversary for PR, info for young people 
writing essays for competition. 
B. Source Book - to include obligatory events and programs; and optional programs 
and activities. Mandatory events will include dates and nature of events and material on 
the celebration. Optional programs, activities, department-suggested programs. Music 
resources, services and songs. 

3. Further Suggestions: 
Make a Bible available in every home in the parish 

Donations made in the name of people named Gregory 
Donations can also be used for youth programs 

Offer scholarships to 17 children in a parish to SV Camp, ASP, SNS Conferences 

Mission project -form mission groups in each parish to visit the "unchurched" 
17 new families brought into each parish 
Increase membership within organizations by 17 members 

17 pilgrims travel to Armenia or Jerusalem 

Essay Competition topic - "What has been the influence of the Armenian Church in my 
life. " Prize could be a trip to Armenia or Jerusalem 
Musical programs - competition for young composers 

Retreat- with 1 7 participants for 17 hours 
1 7 minute reflections 
17 week Bible study session - incorporating 5 focus areas w. biblical foundation 
Bible study leader training by DRE, graduates honored by Primate 

Learn methodology and material connected with 5 focus areas 

Walk-a-Than - carrying torch lit from lehman Seghan 

Vehapar' s visit - against idea of a cruise as too informal 
Ask Vehapar to bring "Achk" of St. Gregory with him from Etchmiadzin 

Recommend Primate make personal contact with potential candidates for SNS 
17 clergy exchange US - Armenia 

Respectfully submitted, 

~~· 
-· Fr. Simeon Odabashian 



17001
b Anniversary Committee Meeting 

Tuesday, June 13,2000,2:00 PM 

Agenda 

1. Review Minutes - April 12, 2000 

2. Committee Reports: 

• Academic Committee 

• Concert Committee 

• Fundraising Committee 

• Memorial Day Week-end Committee (inc. Youth Activities) 

• Clergy Committee on Parish Activities 

3. Other Matters -------~-------_.--cc---~----- s.n.e"' ~> 1 • 

Teaching Role of Church ~~c.&-11 ...,..>. 

• Ecumenical Service 

• Pilgrimage to Historic Armenia 
~ ?v b...Q., "-- Wet.+r~ 

• Budget 4-S~ 

4. Next Meeting 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 



1700th ANNIV~RsARY . 1700 UlJbUI..j 
OP HIE PROCLAMATION OF CHRISTIANI.l'f 

IN ARMENIA AS THE Sl"ATE RELIGION 
:o.usuusuul"> ut!i! $lflt-usnutmraouu 
lfltiSUYUu yflQu 'lr\~U4UUv 

Q.bi"W2llnflh 
$, tuu.utwl,f UNi!bUillul!nU.fnu "lwpuu.ulbwll 
Unws!Lmru~ ULfbl'll'tltwJta llf'lwgtlwt 'llwhwl.lq.'Liblll't 
unubtbwll ~blfl'l · 

Uf'll'lbgbwt t'ii'\.PWJI'lt'l Spttu.nnu, 

N 198 
13. 06. 2000 p. 

Sbrtbwll t:e Wf'lll~'LI. "I" 1700-wlfbwlltt III"t2ngwnuw\.lg bf'lpt\1 \.ll:inu 
IIwu\lwtnp llbi"UIM\1. lll! 'IJwtuwtllwmpwuUlna.j'lli.R l!wq,IIw4bi"U.fl:iLnL Smtf1u 2001 
pnLwttwlllt bl"'f'tmwuWI'IIlWl!Wll • riLtumwt~\Jwgm.pf'IL"tlo: UJu 4wl.lfw4gmpbwlfl'! 
wpl)tl.l f1u4 nf'n2wllta W21uWt.nwlJJ~\lbp LID lllWI'InLJ'Il.l: Swnw21tllwJ SnLLI'lu 17·18·1t 
ol"lil'ln&l.l bf1wqpmw6 t: bf'I'LnUIUWf'lllw4wu mtumwt~'l.lwgnlJMIWl.l 41il').llnllwl!wll 
Lfwniilll't ll tii'IS!·Pbli"Wllw'IJ 111irt4WJW9nLgs,wljw\J ctnrtn\1.11 q.ntll"wpnuln UnLI"P 
t2Utawbl.lta lite' "lf1U'111 fu\JI).I1bl1Ji!, "" w~ d'nrtnl{tfl• Lfwul.lwlfgtt tlwU ~bq, u Ql:il' 
pbtln llbi"4WJWg11n'l w\.lao: ·· · 

Sm.t.tu.ll"t 11·18·11 Ol'bi"D lfwl.IJun'l 2Wpw,.w\j,bf1211'll liii1Lnl't CI"WWflnLjl 'llwu 
1700-wllbw411 ~b11(1nl.lwljw\{4,Y,pintpbwb ctnrtn..W: t-ull 8nLLl1u 17-18-fl OllbflilL'll 
q.mllwpntti.J'Ia tipi'!U1WUWf'ft.I.Uijw'll · intuillwq.l.lwgmra-bwll ctn11nlln hfliSUwllwll lL 
q.nnb'Liwl!wlJ awJll:if'l Uf!'llnl'l . wn\Jt: 200.1 ra-nLwt,wl.l!'l bptnnwuwni'J.WliLU'll 
nLtumw.q.l.JwgnLr-tnlio llwq,llwlfbf'IUibtnL 1\L'lrtnLra-l:iwlfp: 

'-~ll fulJillllllJ.R. Ulbllb4wgl.JbL !Jb(\ ;lbpl.lb!'ll!WJWgntg!'llflu w\lnll.IQ, !'1\liU.ftu 
UWU =\WJWUUlWU d'WI.fUilii.I'W\1 .. Dtlief\ UlnLbWll:il:ipo: 

UUwii uflrnJ nrt:entl'itL 

\3'1~~ 
anq~w'll Uf\Rb1.1111U4nlllnU 

'-LWPtli·SWillnnutwl" 

UWID Upnn U. ~~UI>w011~. o.{wnw~~w~wlh, 'lwJW"\11111\J • ~~o ()74•2) 287483 J I5HOO I i3T4·S9) 47700 • ol>u.~u: (374-2) 151700 • t[•tl>nul/1: 1700®ettr.rniad2in.arn 

MntnerSee of Holy Etcl\miadzin, V~gha/"$haJ)~t. Arrl)l!if'i.a '• T~L \~74":2):2874&3 1, ~SHOO I !J74-~9) 47700 • fax~ (374-2) 161700 • E-mitl: iiOO@el~hmi'idzin.ilrn 
t.•l"!f!Jnl1~!'1 n'.lw, 2.,.,., r.wr~. utliJW~ 20~. ~r.tnwlJ, ~1wuLriu.Jtl (~1tn:' (374,2) 51!07091560137 • Q(aryun St. 19A, Zf'ld floor R205, Yerevln,Armtni.O • Tel: (~74-215Ba709 .'~137 
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l!fl--l!.~"bflfl'"IIJ,td'l11'"b ~l!OfUJ (1--C.ld!Sl!Ofl 
ARMENIAN APOSTOLIC CHURCH CANADIAN DIOCESE 
DIOC~ CANADIEN DE LA STE EGUSE APOST. ARMENIENNE 

61$ $TUAJn', OUI'REMONI', QllEBBC, CANADA H2V 3M2 
TBL.: (514) l7f.!l419 • PAX: (514) 276-51960 • E-MAil.: ADIOCESE41AOI..COM 

q.bl'2· S. JuwcJw~ U.(lf. l!)w(luwdhwb.jlu, 
ll~twlb.nJl'l l~tu~uwJ~b. llubp~4wJ!l U.l'ln.ht hwl! fil'hu~ 
MbL bnpf 

IJtlpbgfrWl brtpUIJJl ~ ~~jl~UUIRU, 

i\RCHBISHOPHOVNAN DEJWl!IUAN, N1M11111 

~~l. 2000.297 
l1nbl'lwt. 8 Bm.h~u 2000 

Sb'lbwq tf W(l'}~b. It(\ 1700-wubw~~ lf~lJlgwn.uwbg ~~lltb bbpu uwubwtnp 2b2utn( ~I! 
bw(uWU(WID(IWUUlRl~bf ~w\uwqbjlUfbtnt Bn1.tJ.u 2001 JintW~Uib~ bp~mwuwpl}wqwb 
m.full\wqbwgnt!ilatbJ!: lLJu qwll{w\gnt(abwlll! W(tl}lb puq npn2wq~ w2tuwmw1afbbl' qJ! 
ut\ll(lnt~b: 9wn.wt~qWJ Bnll"U 17-18-" O[\'h(\nt.b ft['WC~flRI.W~ t b[l~IIIWUW[l'lWqw'b 
nt~unwqbwgnL)ibwb '-llri}[UlbUlqwu l.l'w(tllb~ bt lfla2·Jal&lfwqwb bb(t~WJwgnts!wqwb 
dnqn~~ qnufw(lnUfQ U. ~td~wM1~ llt2: lll~m~ futuutbbf, np WJU dn!J.n~pb llwubwqg~ bwbt. 
s&, bl 9bl' (a111fJ! bbpqwJwgbn'l wbcl.J!: 

Bnl.t"u 17-18-~ oplrpJ! ~wbfunq 2wpw[iwqhpt"b utlnn~ qnulwrant~ bwbL 1700-wl.l'bw~p 
~hl}pnbwqwb (wp~n1.[ttbwb cfnrtn~n: fluq 9nq~u 17-18-~ opb(lnLb qntllwpnd•L~f 
bp~mwuwpl}w\w'b nl.juU'IwllbwgnL)ibwb dnrtn~l! llful'bw\wb bl qnpil'uw~wb fwJlb[l Uf~utp 
wn.bt 2001 pm .. w~wb~ bp~mwuwru1w~wll nLfumwqllwgnt(a~Lb[! ~wq, llu.tqi:IpUfbtnL 
nLrt 11. n~o[ttbwl.l'p: 

lfbu.ttJ' U~JIRJ RIJ.2Rlb~L 
U.qo(awqpg' 

\J~'-'-~-
Sn~'bwb U(\t. St[llfttphwb 
Unw!bnpl} Cl-wbUIIIIwfiu.tJng 
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. ST. NERSESS ARMENIAN SEMINARY 

~ u. 'tior~u C.'-'uusuru~ 

Abp. Khajag Barsamian. Primate 
Eastern Diocese of the Armenian Church of America 

June 7, 2000 

Your Eminence, 

It is with deep regret that I will be absent from the important meeting on 
the 14th of June. My wife and I bad made plans long ago to attend her 
nursing school1960 class reunion in Finland. However, short of being 
present at your meeting, I would like to make a few suggestions pertinent 
to the end outlined in your letter of May 30, 2000: "to make the Armenian 
Church significant in the life of every Armenian and his or her family" 
tbrough the five focus areas (worship, leadership, youth, stewardship and 
communications). 

To do this, as you indicate, the Diocese had in the past relied for 
infonnation provided by the Zohrab Center, and has communicated with 
the faithful of the Church through The Armenian Church quarterly 
magazine. 

I wonder, how often bas the preceding been done with AIUly Bakalian's 
study in mind (Armenian-Americans: From Being to Feeling Armenian). 
AIJ future strategies need be informed by the contents of this book. I am 
persuaded that all clergy and all who serve on the diocesan and parish 
councils ought to read it. The Diocese should sponsor similar studies that 
go beyond gathering information to analyzing it (for in-house strategic 
planning and not necessarily to share with the faithful). For ex~mple: ( 1) 
Content analysis of Armenian publications (lay) with an eye on the role of 
the Church-or problems that the Church could address; (2) More brain
storming sessions like this, with key lay leaders and occasionally with 
young people; (3) Survey of a random sample of Armenians, including 
church-goers and those who do not regularly attend church. 

As for ideas for improved communication, the Diocese should enhance its 
quarterly with additional editorial talent. The Diocese should never think in 
terms of financial savings when it comes to the quarterly. Considering its 
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American setting, the Diocese-should redefine the mission of the Annen ian 
Church to the world at large and invest resources in such a mission. 
Contact with other churches-Orthodox, Catholic and Protestant-should 
be constant, to establish presence in the Christian community at large and 
to learn from what others are doing. 

Related to the preceding, the Diocese should enhance the educational 
programs of the Church-ootjust in Armenian language, history and 
culture (areas that need much improvement)- but in other areas as well 
that may be more general and of interest to everyone. To give 
opportunities to educated women to use their talents in education, 
administration, cultural activities, etc. 

Also pertinent to communication. there must be an enlargement or a 
strengthening of the structures for lay voice to be heard in local churches 
and in the Diocese; these would create and condition feelings of belonging 
or "ownership." Clannishness of immigrants as well as that of the 
American-born. must be addressed. Local parishes must be encouraged to 
work on integrating these groups. To help achieve this, the Diocese may 
need to encourage more use of English in church services. 

Thank you, your Eminence, for your kind attention to these matters. 

R~epectful 
t#4-~ ~ 

A erian 
Academic Dean and Professor of Annenian Patristics 
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1700th ANNIVERSARY 
OF THE PROCLAMATION OF CHRISTIANITY 

IN ARMENIA AS THE STATE RELIGION 

1700 UUI:iU4 
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What is the significance of the 1700th anniversary of the proclamation of Christianity 
as Armenia's state religion? 
Can the anniversary be seen as the starting point for a new era for the Armenian 
Church? 
What are the main aspects of the 1700th Celebrations? 
How do you evaluate the place of pilgrimages and the participation of non
Armenians in the celebration? 
Can the celebration of the 1700th anniversary become a source of inspiration for the 
faithful children of the Armenian Church and for the entire Christian family? 

Communal commemoration and Christian fellowship are at the core of our faith 
and spiritual practice. The 1 700th Anniversary of the proclamation of Christianity as 
Armenia's state religion is an opportunity for us all, Armenians and others alike, to recall 
and reflect upon the message and mission Christ gave the Armenian Apostolic Church 
and the Armenian people when He descended upon Holy Etchmiadzin in AD 301 and 
designated this sacred spot as the See of our Church. The Armenian Apostolic Church 
has been doubly blessed and doubly commissioned: first through the missionary work of 
two of Christ's disciples, the Apostles Thaddeus and Bartholomew, and again by the 
appearance of our Lord and Savior to St. Gregory in AD 301 at the place that has since 
been known as Etchmiadzin, the place where the Only Begotten Descended (etch = 

"descend", mi = "one", dzin = ''born"), one of the most sacred shrines in Christendom. 
This is an awe-inspiring responsibility, and it is fitting that Armenians and all Christians 
take time to reflect and give thanks on this occasion through a special program of 
commemoration and celebration. 

The Armenian Church is among the world's most ancient continuously operating 
institutions, dating back to the apostolic mission of Sts. Thaddeus and Bartholomew in 
the middle of the first century. It has seen many centennial celebrations. However, this 
celebration is particularly significant. It coincides with the second millenium of 
Christianity, when the entire world has turned its thoughts to the significance of the 
Christian faith and Christian institutions in our lives. It also coincides with the 
emergence of a renewed Armenian Church and, after 600 years of statelessness, a 
renewed Armenian state, in the aftermath of the hardships of the 20th century that 
threatened the existence of the Armenian church, state and people. The events of the past 
century and especially the past decade have been momentous for the Armenian people. 
We have much to celebrate and be thankful for on the occasion of this centennial 
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celebration. The 1700th Celebration ives us yet another opportunity for renewal and 
reflection, for better understandin of our faith, our c urc and its p ace 
Christen om and in world civilization. 

In our preparations and planning for the 1700th Celebration, we have stressed this 
communal aspect of our faith. The Catholicosate of All Armenians and the hierarchical 
Sees of the Armenian Church - the See of Cilicia, the Armenian Patriarchate of 
Jerusalem and the Armenian Patriarchate of Constantinople - have jointly formed the 
1700th Commemoration Committee. The activities planned for the 1700th Celebration 
fall into five broad categories, each aimed at the spiritual reawakening of our people and 
dedicated to the celebration of the works our faithful have created for the greater glory of 
God over the past 1700 years. 

1. Building on the Past for the Future: Restoration of our houses of worship. It is 
fitting that as another century passes, the Church should honor the faith of those who 
in centuries past built the church, physically and spiritually. One of the most tangible 
and enduring expressions of that faith is the churches and monasteries that grace the 
mountainsides of our homeland. The revitalization of these churches and sites of 
Christian communal life aims to connect our people in Armenia and abroad with that 
centuries' old tradition of worship, while meeting the growing need for houses of 
worship in our homeland. In connection with the 1700th Celebration. over 40 
monasteries and churches are being restored. In addition, a number of new churches 
are being built, including the Cathedral of St. Gregory the Illuminator. Dedicated to 
the patron saint of the Armenian Church, the Cathedral's dome now rises over our 
ancient capital Yerevan, symbolizing the renewal of our church's central role in the 
life of our state and people. 

2. Education and Publication: Spreading the Word. As in architecture, so too in 
spiritual and theological writings, the Armenian Church has a rich legacy of inspired 
work. In connection with the 1 700th Celebration, a program of publications has been 
undertaken to make these works widely available for the enlightenment of our people 
and use in Sunday schools and Christian education programs in Armenia and abroad. 
A Catechism has been prepared and a program aimed at reaching every man, woman 
and child in Armenia is underway. Over the past several years, the Holy See's 
Christian Education and Missionary Center, established by the late Catholicos of All 
Armenians Karekin I has led the way in this effort and continues to expand its 
programs under the auspices of the newly consecrated Catholicos of All Armenians 
Karekin II. 

3. Exhibitions: Sharing our Christian Legacy through Art and History. A number 
of international exhibitions are now making their way around the globe, sharing with 
the broader public the history and creations inspired by our Church and its faith. 
These exhibitions have already traveled through the Russian Federation, Greece, 
Finland, France, the United States, and other parts of the world. 

4. Conferences: Thinking Together about our Church. An essential part of any 
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commemoration is remembering and thinking together. For this reason, a series of 
conferences bringing together scholars and laymen, have been organized to shed light 
on the significance of the mission that has been placed upon the Church whose See 
was designated by the descent of Christ in AD 301. These conferences aim not only 
to help the Armenian faithful better understand their church, but also to reach out to 
the larger scholarly community and media in order to promote a clearer understanding 
of the Armenian church, its history, and teachings. International conferences 
targeting issues of current concern have also been held on the Preservation of 
Armenian Religious and Cultural Monuments within and outside of Armenia and on 
the Relationship between Church and State. 

5. Pilgrimages: Travelling together to worship at Armenian sacred sites. 
Pilgrimage is one of the quintessential experiences of religious life, when physical 
travel is joined with a communal, spiritual journey into oneself and one's past. 
During the past several years, numerous pilgrimages have been organized to 
Armenian religious shrines not only in Armenia, but also in Europe, the Middle East, 
including Armenian historical sites outside of Armenia. One of the high points of the 
pilgrimage program will be the Pilgrimage to Etchmiadzin in July 2001. The July 
2001 Pilgrimage is dedicated especially to our youth. Over 10,000 young people are 
expected to participate in this Youth Pilgrimage. The Armenian Church aims to guide 
its youth in the footsteps of their ancestors, to share in the enlightenment that St. 
Gregory brought to our people, and in the vision of a Church whose leadership will 
one day rest on their shoulders. Pilgrimage is a very special moment in the life of 
every Christian. As pilgrims renew their faith, "the Lord will renew their strength. 
They will soar on wings like eagles, they will run and not grow weary, they will walk 
and not be faint. (Is. 40:31 )." By participating in the Youth Pilgrimage, every youth 
will become the yeast for the lifting up and renewal of the Armenian Church. 

Pilgrimage metaphorically captures the transformative experience that is at the 
core of the 1700th Celebration. I have witnessed on many occasions how those who have 
visited Armenia as pilgrims return to their respective countries as new persons. 
Pilgrimage is a spiritual journey, which leads us to God. God becomes the mirror of our 
identity. We see ourselves through the pilgrimages and gain insight into our existence at 
pilgrims in this life. We renew our identity. We renew our Christian life. We renew our 
appreciation of the gifts, which God has bestowed upon us. For those who cannot make 
the physical journey, the spiritual journey of reflection and commemoration are to be 
commended. 

The official 1700th Celebration will start on January 1, 2001 at the Cathedral of 
Holy Etchmiadzin, where the Catholicos of All Armenians, the head of the Armenian 
Church, will address the nation in Armenia and through the world, with a special 
televised message. The 1700th Celebration will take place at many levels, nationally and 
internationally, within and outside the Armenian Church and community. At 
Etchmiadzin itself, in the various dioceses of the Armenian Church worldwide, and in 
parishes around the world, special events have been planned, reaching their climax in 
September and October 2001. Specific dates for the main events will be announced in 
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mid-July 2000. The key events will be an Ecumenical Service in Etchmiadzin, the 
consecration of the newly build Cathedral of St. Gregory the Illuminator in Yerevan, the 
Feast of Holy Etchmiadzin (July 17, 2001), the Blessing of the Holy Muron (chrism) in 
the fall of 2001. UNESCO has designated July 17, 2001, the Feast of Holy Etchmiadzin 
as an International Day honoring the Armenian Church. On that day, the belfries of all 
Christendom will ring out to join the Armenian Church in its celebration of these 17 
centuries since Christ descended at our Holy See of Etchmiadzin. 

When we reflect upon these 1700 years of Armenian history, we see the imprint 
of Christianity on virtually every aspect oflife. We Armenians have been tried and tested 
for our faith. We have been martyred for their faith. Yet, we continue to live as 
Christians and throughout the centuries, Christ has lived with us. God is ever present in 
our lives and we continue to live with God. Our Christian faith defines our lives and us. 
The 1700th Celebration is an opportunity for us all to take our implicit sense of 
Christianity and make it explicit. It is a time to recognize and express thanks for what we 
take for granted. When we are bombarded by so many competing claims to our time, 
energy and allegiance, the 1700th Celebration reminds us to take time to recall and reflect 
upon the traditions and truths of our ancestors, who for seventeen centuries have 
remained faithful to the Church built on the place where Christ descended. 
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June 7, 2000 

Abp. Khajag Barsamian. Primate 
Eastern Diocese of the Armenian Church of America 

Your Eminence, 

Last week you asked me to give some thought to a motto for our special 
celebrations in the year 2001. I mentioned it also to Fr. Daniel. Howeve{, 
since I have to leave for Finland and having not heard anything specific 
from Fr. Daniel (he wilJ be away today), I hasten to share with you the 
following: 

1700thANNIVERSARY OF FOLLOWING OUR ENLIGIITENER IN 
THE PATH TO CHRIST 

or simply 

FOLLOWING OUR ENLIGHTENER.IN TiiE PATH TO CHRIST 
1700th Anniversary 

You may want to frame it with dates as at the bottom of this letterhead. 

Peel free to call Fr. Daniel about this line. Bounce it around-see what 
others think. 

All best wishes, 

dk...&k 
Abraham Terian 

PS: I may be reached in Finland through a telephone number I shall 
leave at the Seminary desk. 
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.Nellie Yeretsian, 03:54PM 6/6/2000 -0700, Re: Last Meeting 

>From nellie_munster@yahoo.com Tue Jun 06 19:01:54 2000 
Date: Tue, 6 Jun 2000 15:54: 12 -0700 (PDT) 
From: Nellie Yeretsian <nellie_munster@yahoo.com> 
Subject: Re: Last Meeting 
To: "George Kassis" <endowment@armeniandiocese.org> 

All-

Here are the minutes from the meeting held on May 31st, in regards to the 
1700th Celebration of the Armenian Church. 

If you have any questions, please email Nellie Yeretsian at 
Nellie_Munster@yahoo.com 

Thanks. 

June 6, 2000 

Note for the Record 
1700 Celebration Event Committee Meeting 
May 31,2000 

Present: Fr. Untzag Nalbandian 
Mr. Khoren Bandazian 
Mr. Yervant Gulian 
Mr. Diran Jebejian 
Mr. Steve Mekenian 
Ms. Sona Haratunian 

Mr. George Kassis 

1. Report from Sports WeekEnd: Mr. Diran Jebejian, newly elected Chairman of 
the ACYOA Central Council reported that the Central Council approved the 
concept of holding the 2001 Sports Week-End in the New York tri-state area so 
it can dovetail with the 1700 Celebration Event planned for the same memorial 
weekend. He did caution, however, that the Saturday afternoon when the event 
is being planned is a very important afternoon normally for sports teams to 
compete in preparation for the Sunday afternoon championship games. He and Fr. 
Untzag will review ways of minimizing the impact of the event on the sports 
activities, possibly through starting a half a day early. The athletes would 
have to be transported from where the sports weekend is held to the event and 
back and the cost should be borne by the event organizing committee. 

2. Report on Venue and activities: Mr. Yervant Gulian reported on the 
possibilities for a venue. He advised that it appears Central Park is not 
available, however, Battery Park is possible. He had gathered all the 

.Pnnted tor Ueorge .Kassis <endowment~emandtocese.org> 
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!'Jellie Yeretsian, 03:54PM 6/6/2000 ~0700, Re: Last Meetmg 

information on what we need to provide, however, needed more details on what we 
plan to do in order to file a request. That information was provided during 
the meeting, mainly: 

-We expect 3,500 to 5,000 persons to participate 
-We expect to start at 1 p.m. and finish at 7:30 p.m. 
- We expect over 1, 000 to participate in the walkathon at the start of the 
afternoon 
- We expect to have a religious service after the walkathon during which there 
will be such activities as youth dedicating themselves to the Armenian Church 
and their heritage and possible baptism of children by the Vehapar. Another 
idea was to bring the light of Khor Virab to the park and from the service 
youth leaders would take it to their respective parishes 
- We expect to have the service followed by entertainment including music and 
food, activities for children such as clowns and face painting and the like. 
- We expect to need a stage and sound system 
- Provision will be made for those parents with young children who may not want 
to participate in the walkathon 

With this information, Ms. Sona Haratunian and Mr. Yervant Gulian will prepare 
the paperwork for application and will visit the location to understand better 
the logistics of the park and report back at the next meeting. It should be 
noted that while the application costs $25, using the park involves bonds, 
insurance, clean up and other expenses, which they will report back on. In 
addition, there is a stage set up and dismantling cost of about $8,000. This 
would be covered from the "registration fee" for the walkathon. 

3. Music: Mr. Khoren Bandazian will explore possibilities for Armenian bands 
for the weekend and report at the next meeting 

4. Food: It was agreed that the food for the event would be arranged via the 
parishes in a manner similar to what is done at the One World Festival. 

5. Mailing list: Mr. Kassis took on the responsibility of preparing and mailing 
to all members the names, addresses, telephone numbers and Email addresses of 
all committee members. 

6. Next Meeting: The next meeting will be scheduled after the next meeting of 
the 1700 Celebration Committee which will meet on June 13. 

George Kassis 
Rapporteur 

Cc: Archbishop Khajag Barsamian 
Mr. Michael Haratunian 

----------
Nellie A. Yeretsian 
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Nellie_Munster@yahoo.com 

Do You Yahoo!? 
Yahoo! Photos - now, 100 FREE prints! 
http://photos.yahoo.com 

Pnnted tor Ueorge K.assts <endowment~eruandtocese.org> 

Page 3 of3 
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May 12,2000 

To: Archbishop Khajag Barsamian 
Mr. Michael Haratunian 
Fr. Fr. Untzag Nalbandian 

From: 

Ms. Nellie Y~r/-- ~~ 
George Kassi~ 

Subject: 1700 Celebration Event Meeting: April 19, 2000 

Finally a minute to put down on paper the excellent ideas that came out of the above 
meeting: 

1. 

2. 

Move Sports weekend to the NY tri-state area in 2001, and plan it such that 
Saturday afternoon is free for the activities related to this weekend. This 
would provide an immediate participant base of 2,500 young Armenians. 
Suggest that Vehapar, church hierarchy and clergy participate in the 5K 
walkathon. 

3. Arrange for busing from the surrounding parishes to make participation easier. 
4. Central Park and Battery Park remain the best two choices. Mr. Yervant 

Gulian is looking into this and advises that Battery Park may be a possibility 
for Memorial weekend. 

5. Mr. Richard Papalian (a certified pilot) is looking into possibilities and costing 
for a plane to write in the sky and/or a hot air balloon carrying banner. 

6. Invite key celebrities to participate such as Vallone, Pallone, Pataki, Guliani, 
and Mrs. Clinton so as to attract further media attention . 

.1\" 
r ~. "-·. / l_,, .:t-2.,..\._ 



June 6, 2000 

Present: 

Note for the Record 
1700 Celebration Event Committee Meeting 

May31,2000 

Fr. Untzag Nalbandian 
Mr. Khoren Bandazian 
Mr. YeJVant Gulian 
Mr. Diran Jebejian 
Mr. Steve Mekenian 
Ms. Sona Haratunian 

Mr. George Kassis 

1. Report from Sports WeekEnd: Mr. Diran Jebejian, newly elected Chainnan 
of the ACYOA Central Council reported that the Central Council approved 

. the concept of holding the 2001 Sports Week-End in the New York tri-state 
area so it can dovetail with the 1700 Celebration Event planned for the same 
memorial weekend. He did caution, however, that the Saturday afternoon 
when the event is being planned is a very important afternoon normally for 
sports teams to compete in preparation for the Sunday afternoon 
championship games. He and Fr. Untzag will review ways of minimizing the 
impact of the event on the sports activities, possibly through starting a half a 
day early. The athletes would have to be transported from where the sports 
weekend is held to the event and back and the cost should be borne by the 
event organizing committee. 

2. Report on Venue and activities: Mr. Y ervant Gulian reported on the 
possibilities for a venue. He advised that it appears Central Park is not 
available, however, Battery Park is possible. He had gathered all the 
information on what we need to provide, however, needed more details on 
what we plan to do in order to file a request. That information was provided 
during the meeting, mainly: 

We expect 3,500 to 5,000 persons to participate 
We expect to start at 1 p.m. and finish at 7:30 p.m. 
We expect over 1,000 to participate in the walkathon at the start of the 
afternoon 



... ..-

We expect to have a religious service after the walkathon during which 
there will be such activities as youth dedicating themselves to the 
Armenian Church and their heritage and possible baptism of children 
by the Vehapar. Another idea was to bring the light of.Khor Virab to 
the park and from the service youth leaders would take it to their 
respective parishes 
We expect to have the service followed by entertainment including 
music and food, activities for children such as clowns and face 
painting and the like. 
We expect to need a stage and sound system 
Provision will be made for those parents with young children who may 
not want to participate in the walkathon 

With this information, Ms. Sona Haratunian and Mr. Yervant Gulian will 
prepare the paperwork for application and will visit the location to understand 
better the logistics of the park and report back at the next meeting. It should 
be noted that while the application costs $25, using the park involves bonds, 
insurance, clean up and other expenses, which they will report back on. In 
addition, there is a stage set up and dismantling cost of about $8,000. This 
would be covered from the "registration fee" for the walkathon. 

3. Music: Mr. Khoren Bandazian will explore possibilities for Armenian bands 
for the weekend and report at the next meeting 

4. Food: It was agreed that the food for the event would be arranged via the 
parishes in a manner similar to what is done at the One World Festival. 

5. Mailing list: Mr. Kassis took on the responsibility of preparing and mailing to 
all members the names, addresses, telephone numbers and Email addresses of 
all committee members. 

6. Next Meeting: The next meeting will be scheduled after the next meeting of 
the 1700 Celebration Committee which will meet on June 13. 

Cc: Archbishop Khajag Barsamian 
Mr. Michael Haratunian 

George Kassis 
Rapporteur 
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May 12,2000 

To: 

From: 

Subject: 

Archbishop Khajag Barsamian 
Mr. Michael Haratunian 
Fr. Fr. Untzag Nalbandian 
Ms. Nellie Y eretsian 

George Kassis 

1700 Celebration Event Meeting: April 19, 2000 

Finally a minute to put down on paper the excellent ideas that came out of the above 
meeting: 

1. Move Sports weekend to the NY tri-state area in 2001, and plan it such that 
Saturday afternoon is free for the activities related to this weekend. This 
would provide an immediate participant base of 2,500 young Armenians. 

2. Suggest that Vehapar, church hierarchy and clergy participate in the 5K 
walkathon. 

3. Arrange for busing from the surrounding parishes to make participation easier. 
4. Central Park and Battery Park remain the best two choices. Mr. Yervant 

Gulian is looking into this and advises that Battery Park may be a possibility 
for Memorial weekend. 

5. Mr. Richard Papalian (a certified pilot) is looking into possibilities and costing 
for a plane to write in the sky and/or a hot air balloon carrying banner. 

6. Invite key celebrities to participate such as Vall one, Pallone, Pataki, Guliani, 
and Mrs. Clinton so as to attract further media attention. 



1700th ANNIVERSARY 
OF THE PROCLAMATION OF CHRISTIANITY 

IN ARMENIA AS THE STATE RELIGION 

SENT VIA FAX: l·2l2·i79-J;58 

17 May2000 

301 -2001 

Hi~ Erninence Ar~hbishop Khajag Bar~illn 
Pri!'11ate, Diocese of the Amtenian Church of America 
630 Second A venue 
New York., NY 10016 

~nr BrQther in Christ: 

1700UUoU4 
iUSUUSU\.11'> t.JtS.QI't--USnutmretoUu 
11\bSU'-tUV ~1"10'1.1 ~l\QU'-tUU\.1 

1 am writing to request your cooperation in tul exciringjoi.nt program, which has been formerly adopted by the 
Executive Committee of the J 7"' Centenary at our meeting in March 2000. His Holiness, Karekin II, the Catbolicos 
llf All Al'lmnians hasbet'n duly infonncd ribuuf the· project and has given his blessings and guidance for its 
i:nplementation and realization. 

By teaming up with the ArmeniWt Ass~mbly l'rl.le Project .(A Tl,), the 1700d' Committee will plaJit thousmds of new 
trt<c~ and 5hrub~ ar Armenia's cnurches 1 including, Khor Virab, St. Hripsime, Geghart, Noravank and the Holy 
\1oth~r See ir. Etchmiodzin) beginning this fall. Ttte 1700'h Committee ha.~ joined forces with the A!lllenian 
Assembly Tree Project to plant thousandli -ofncw irees and shrubs at Armenia's churches this fal!. We are now 
poised to sptead the word to a large crosN.\."Ction of the Diaspora community and we must rel!ch ove1' 61J,OOO 
households before July 1. 

I kindly request that you loon your mailing list ro the t 111 Centenary Committee and ATP fcx this one-time appeal. 
Join the other US and Canadian group~ -· from bot!~ .the Diocese and the Prelacy -- who have done the same. Your 
community is essential to the suct<:Ss of this venture. I am confident they will be pleased to be involved in this 
important and gratifying effort. By pU!'Cha.-;in~ rrees. they c:~n help launch a new era of revitalizatioii for our Church. 
Their trees will publicly con linn their commitme!1t and our. ;>ermanence at this historic juncture. 

Many of our churches in A1'1'r.enia are in need uf renewal. Tugether, we can reactivate them as living parishes.. and 
provide hope-inspiring re~l)•te3 in th;: 111idf>t -:lf hardship. That is our missiDn. 

Please contact Laurie Rothsttio at Armenia Tree Projtlct (617-492-2900) wich ;my questions and to arrange transfer 
e>fyour list. f hope that you will call her a.~ soon dS I)OSsib!e. 

I will be contacting you to discu~s thi~ pwject in detail and to seek venues of ~ooperation. 

Thank you i~ adv:lllce for :your cooperation in thiswmthy pr~ject. 

With brotherly love, 

~~~ 
Archbi$hop Hovnan Derde1·ian 
Executive Secretary 

U.UJfl UjW1n U. t:2IJilWblllJ, ~'IWII:!~II1. ~WJWUIIH.lll.J • ~~n: (374•2) 287-'83/1~1700 I (3U-59) 47700 • >i~W.I!U: (374-2) 15\700 • l:t·II'·PV~: 1700@etchmlaozhl.arrt 
Ml)ther 5ee of Holy Etctvniad.tin, Vagh.arsna.,.t, Armen•a •· rar·. (374-2,'28748311!1700 I (3T4-5'!)4Y1o0 • l"ax: (>74-Z> 1!;1700 • E-mal: 1700~tchm~~zin.am 

'~HP)M\un 19w, 2-M hWil~. utiiiW~ 20$. t;i~l:u/Jl.l. ~WJWU!Awl• • ~bn: (3:74·2) 511170CIIsGOU7• Gor)IUI\ St. lilA. 2nd loot IUO$, Ver-n,Aflllenla • Ttl: (374·2) S81170!i I S601Jt 



1700th ANNIVERSARY 
OF THE f'Fi.OCLAMATION OF CHRISTI.ANITY 

IN ARMENIA AS THE STAlE RELIGION 

q,tlllWZfinph 

1700 UUtiU'I.t 
~ueuusuur- UtSI ~rt--usnutm~uUv 
IT!bSU4Uv ~fiOv ~f10UI..lUUu 

N 154 
10. 05. 2000 ~· 

S. luwdwq U:p.pbutlm4nutnu 11lU1JlUiiluhtuG 
Unw2finpq Uuh}lpqWJP llptib:LbWO pMl1 

UpphtJ:l UppwqlUG UJl.PWJJl, 
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lJ.ntqWCi£! dbqj:l tjln[uwllgbtm ubp gwtw~gmpjuGUbj:t[!: Cttnrt. Uummwo bplJ.UWJJ:lll 
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pGwmpnLptwup zwhwo tp zwu~l:ipnl hunhui.Jptutip(i m utp[!: 

UttpttJ:l UppwqwCi, WJU op4[tntG '-lbhwt.J:n:Unn 4t! (\mOm[l '-lpwumwO u lJwJp 
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UUun! WflO~UJl!P9 

(ji~ 
BmtUwti UJ1PbUll1u4nUJnu 
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By Facsimile 

DIOCESE OF THE ARMENIAN CHURCH OF AMERICA 
unu~unr'lnt-ral"t-u ~uans uutPI"liUSI" urtt-tLtUu ratul" 
630 Second Avenue, New York, NY 10016-4885 Tel. 212.686.0710 Fax 212.252.0681 

By Mail By Messenger By Hand 

To: 1700th Anniversary Committee 

From: Berjouhi Saladin 

CC: 

Intramural 

Date: May 8, 2000 

Re: 

No. of Pages: 

NOTICE: Information contained in this document is privileged to the individual(s) it is addressed to. Any accidental 
transmission or delivery to any other person(s) is by error. If such is the case, please destroy the document and inform 
the sender by telephone or by fax (collect). Your cooperation in this matter will be highly appreciated. 

Attached please find the minutes of the meeting of April 12, 2000. 

Please note that the next meeting of the 1700th Anniversary Committee will be on 
Thursday, June 1, 2000 at 2:00 PM at the Diocese. Please advise. 



1700 Anniversary Committee Meeting 
Wednesday, April12, 2000,3:00 pm 

Attendance: Archbishop Khajag Barsamian, Fr. Krikor Maksoudian, Mr. Michael 
Haratunian, Mr. Aram Arkun, Mr. George Kassis and Ms. Karen Bedrosian Richardson. 

The meeting convened at 3:20PM with Archbishop Khajag Barsamian offering the 
opening prayer. The minutes of the meeting of March 16, 2000 were approved as revised. 
Michael Haratunian stated that this committee has been meeting for one year discussing 
programs and activities for the 1700th Anniversary celebration. After one year of thinking 
it is time to go to work and implement the ideas that have been discussed. 

1. Exhibit: Mr. Haratunian reported that, as previously decided, we would not 
proceed with the original exhibit program with the University of Michigan. We 
will, however, explore the possibility of a mini-exhibit in conjunction with the 
concert. Karen Bedrosian Richardson has agreed to chair the sub-committee for 
this exhibit. She will work with the Primate in examining the items that the 
Diocese has in its archives and their condition. They will also look into questions 
of packaging, transport and insurance, etc. if the exhibit were to travel with the 
concert to different parishes. 

2. Concert: Mr. Haratunian reported that Sahan Arzruni would travel to Armenia 
this summer to audition choral groups and decide which group will perform at the 
concert. Mr. Arzruni will be asked to form a concert sub-committee. The New 
York concert is tentatively scheduled for the last week of October 2001. If the 
local parishes are agreeable, the concert could be performed in Boston, Detroit, 
Washington, DC, Philadelphia, Chicago, Boca Raton and Providence. The budget 
for the New York concert appears as attachment 1. 

3. Teaching Role of the Church: The six pamphlets will be ready at the end of the 
year. George Kassis was asked to prepare a budget. 60,000 of each pamphlet will 
be printed, of which 38,000 will be mailed to the Diocesan mailing list and the 
rest sent to the parishes for local distribution. 

4. Ecumenical Service: The Primate will be meeting with the National Council of 
Churches on May 15th and will have further information to provide to the 
committee at its next meeting. 

5. Youth: Michael Haratunian stated that youth activities must be planned at the 
parish and regional levels. Fr. Untzag will be asked to speak to Fr. Vasken to 
prepare a proposal for these activities. 

6. Major Religious Event: A sub-committee is being formed to plan this event. 



7. Academic: Fr. Krikor presented a revised schedule, which appears as attachment 
1, for a conference and symposium to take place during the second week of 
September 2001. The conference panels will discuss contemporary issues while 
the symposium will deal with more academic topics. Simon Balian, Arda 
Haratunian and Karen Bedrosian Richardson will be asked to serve on the sub
committee for the conference. 

8. Public Relations: George Kassis presented the logo and letterhead submitted by 
Armen Garabedian. Suggestions and changes will be forwarded to Mr. 
Garabedian and he will be asked to incorporate them and submit new samples. 
Suggested as text for the banner were: "1700 Years in Affirmation of 
Christianity" and "The Enlightenment of the Armenian Nation." 

9. Fundraising: An informal meeting was held on March 19, 2000 of the tentative 
fundraising subcommittee. The draft ofthe minutes of that meeting appears as 
attachment 3. 

10. Parish Activities: The Primate reported that he will be meeting with a group of 
clergy this coming week and he will discuss with them parish activities for the 
1700th Anniversary. 

11. Pilgrimage: George Kassis reported that the pilgrimage to historic Armenia 
would be a 1 0-day trip. The pilgrims will travel to Caeserea. From there, the 
pilgrims will be divided into groups to visit their ancestral lands (Adana, Aintab, 
Sivas and Diyarbekir). The pilgrims will then reunite in Kars and travel to Ani 
from where they will cross into Armenia. An extension of stay in Armenia could 
also be offered. 

12. Next Meeting: The next meeting is scheduled for Thursday, June 1, 2000 at 2:00 
PM in the Tahlij at the Diocese of the Armenian Church. 

The meeting adjourned at 5:00PM with the Primate offering the closing prayer. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Berjouhi Saladin 



The 1700 Anniversary Concert in New York 

EXPENSES 
(Based.on a 3-day stay) 

1. Round trip travel expenses from Armenia, including 
American visas, departure fees and ground transportation 
for 26 people@ $1,250 each 

2. Honoraria and per diem 

3. Hotel (Milbourne) 

4. Publicity 

5. Fees for local soloists 

6. Commission for an occasional composition 

7. Production expenses 

8. Miscellaneous 

1. Ticket sales 
100 center front @ $100 
200 side front @ $50 
300 back seats @ $25 

INCOME 

60 complimentary tickets for major donors 

2. Sponsors 

Total: 

Total: 

Attachment 1 

$32,500 

2,000 

5,500 

4,000 

2,000 

1,500 

5,000 

2,500 

$55,000 

$10,000 
10,000 
7,500 

0 

$20,000 

$55,000 



Attachment 2 

170ffh Anniversary of Christianization of Armenia 

Conference 
(Saturday, 00 May, 2001) 

The Armenian Church in the 21st Century 

• Panel I (10:00 am to 12:00 pm) 
The new constitution and the need to restore discipline in the 
administration of church affairs: A critical review of the draft of the 
new constitution. 

Chairman: Richard Tarvezian 
Speakers: Fr. Zaven Arzoumanian 

Fr. Haigazoun Melkonian 
Simon Balian 

• Lunch break (12:00 to 2:00pm) 

• Panel II (2:00pm to 4:00pm) 
The hierarchical setup and the role of the catholicate of All Armenians 

Chairman: Dr. Dennis Papazian 
Speakers: Fr. Arten Ashjian 

Fr. Garabed Kochakian 
Fr. Zenob Nalbandian 

• Break ( 4:00 to 4:30pm) 

• Panel III (4:30pm to 6:30pm) 
Reforms needed in the Armenian Church: Contemporary issues on a 
parish level-euthanasia, divorce and cohabitation, intermarriage, 
immigration issues, women in the church, language issue. 

Chairman: Dr. Garo Garibian 
Speakers: Fr. Karekin Kasparian 



Fr. Mardiros Chevian 
Dr. Ani Bakalian 

PANEL DISCUSSION: THE UNITY ISSUE 
(7:30PM) 

Chairman: Fr. Mampre Kouzouian 
Speakers: Michael Haratunian 

Onnic Marashian 
Ed Chapian 
Fr. Dajad Davidian 



170ffh Anniversary of Christianization of Armenia 

Symposium 
(Saturday, 00 September, 2001) 

Panel I (10:00 am to 12:00 pm): Pre-Gregorid Armenian Christianity 
Chairman: Dr. Robert Mirak 

lecture 1 - 10:00 am to 10:20 am 
Prof. Peter Cowe- the Syriac influence 

lecture 2- 10:20 am to 10:40 am 
Prof. Nina Garsoian- the Greek influence 

lecture 3- 10:40 am to 11:00 am 
Prof. James Russell- the Iranian influence 

question and answer period- 11:00 am to 12:00 pm 

Panel II (2:00pm to 4:00pm): Early Armenian Christian 
W eltanshauung 

Chairman: Prof. Nishan Parlakian 
lecture 1 -2:00pm to 2:20pm 

Dr. Lev on A vdoyan- Early Armenian view of the 
Secular World 

lecture 2- 2:20pm to 2:40pm 
Dr. Hagop Nersoyan- Early Armenian theology 

lecture 3-2:40 pm to 3:00pm 
Dr. Abraham Terian- Influence ofPhilonic 

Literature 
question and answer period-3:00pm to 4:00pm 

Panel III ( 4:30 pm to 6:30pm): Revival and Development 
Chairman: Prof. Ina McCabe Baghdiantz 

lecture 1 -4:30pm to 4:50pm 
Prof. Robert Hewsen- Bagratid Revival 

lecture 2-4:50 pm to 5:10pm 
Dr. Robert Bedrossian - Zakarid Revival 

lecture 3-5:10 pm to 5:30pm 
Dr. Vazken Ghugasian- 1 ih Century Revival 

Question and answer period-5:30pm to 6:30pm 



Draft for comments 

Armenian Spiritual Leadership Fund 
Prepare leadership that talks to your children as to you 

(Notes from the informal meeting held Sunday, March 19, 2000) 

Objective: 

Attachment 3 

To Make the Armenian Church significant in the life of every Armenian and 
his/her family. 

Background: 
The Armenian Church has, for 1700 years, been the bedrock upon which we have 

maintained our heritage and spiritual values. The Church is the one institution where all 
Armenians come together to connect with their identities as Armenian Christians. It is 
the center and focus of our communities throughout all of America and around the world. 
The challenge is to prepare the leadership of tomorrow and to make the Armenian Church 
in America relevant and meaningful to the coming generations. 1700 years ago St. 
Gregory the Illuminator took the extraordinary step of bringing Christianity to Armenia 
and establishing the first Christian nation in the whole world. Today as we celebrate this 
great occasion, we invite you to take an extraordinary step towards our future as 
Armenian Christians. 

Today, over 600,000 Armenians live in the geographical region of the Eastern 
Diocese. To minister adequately we need to take extraordinary steps to move forward 
with the spiritual preparation and continuous education of pastoral and lay leaders of the 
Church to meet the spiritual needs of our children as well as our spiritual needs. 
Estimating one pastor for every 5,000 Armenians, the Church needs 120 clergy, as 
contrasted with fewer than 50 at present. While lay leaders are normally involved on a 
part-time, and usually volunteer basis, lay leadership needs are even greater, and at the 
moment hardly attended to. If we estimate one lay leader for every 1,000 Armenians, 
some 600 persons need to be trained. 

The Armenian Spiritual Leadership Fund is aimed at ensuring adequate funding to 
attract, develop and nurture this pastoral and lay leadership in the service of the Church, 
and thus will benefit every Armenian and every Armenian Church, both directly and 
indirectly. 

Specific Purposes: 
Training of future pastors 
Continuous education of serving pastors 
Pastor sabbaticals 
Orienting and training ofParish Council members 
Orienting and training ofDiocesan Delegates 
Training of Diocese and Parish staff responsible for church-wide programs 
Preparing the next generation of youth leaders, parish council members, 
Diocesan delegates and church-wide program leaders at the Diocesan level. 



Important Initial First Steps: 

I. Agree on a symbol 
2. Form the Larger Committee and agree on its Executive Team. 
3. Build a consensus among the clergy to support and promote the initiative 
4. Plan the coming out event 
5. Investigate how to contact Sam Simonian and his partner Akulian as 

possible major donors. 

Next Meeting: 
It was agreed to convene the next meeting on Saturday, April29 at 9 a.m. 

George Kassis 
Rapporteur 



Month 1st Week 

January Christmas 
kick-off 

February 

March Pamphlet #2 

April 

Pamphlet #3 
May Diocesan 

Assemble 

June Ecumenical 

July Pamphlet #4 

August 

September Pamphlet #5 

October 

Pamphlet #6 
November Concert-

Parishes 

December 

1700th Anniversary Celebration 
Tentative Schedule 

Year 2001 

2"d Week 3rd Week 4th Week 

Pamphlet #1 

Conference-
New York 

Pilgrimage Pilgrimage 

Symposium-
New York 

Concert-
Parishes 

5th Week 

New York 
week end 
event 

New York 
Concert 
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Unw2Gnpq UtfbpplJ.wiP. t.wJng Upbt.btbmG fa'bt!p.G 
"Lln- bnpf. · 

Upphtlt UppwqwG bqpwJp, 

t.wJwumwGp lftt ~ppumnGl:nt.FbwG CTJbmwqwG I.JpoG t.n~wquwG 1700wUbwqp 
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4.hhwlflwn t.WJPWUJhmpG bt. Ubp t}twt}twffi t np hGwpwt.npnt.Fpt.G umbrtb-nt.p 
WJU wpwpnqnt.Fpt.GGbpG nt. hwfiqpunt.Fpt.GGbp{! qwquwqhpUJbtnt. abp uwuGwq
gnt.Fbwup: nl.Ump hwflbgtf WJU uwup.G t!bqp. tJlnlumGgbt abp umwbnt.u{!, npUJl:U
qp. hGwpwt.npnt.FbwG U!WpwqwJpG lJ.wpbGwGf tlpwup.G qwqUbt tj_bp2GwqwG bpw
qltPI! bt. abnGwplJ.bt qnpbGwqwG wzJuwmwGfGbpnt..: UJu uwup.G 4.1! q.p.t!bGf Gwbt. 
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ARCHBISHOP HOVNAN DERDERIAN, PRIMATE 

fa'~L 2000.191 
lfnh[llWL, 28 llUf[l~L 2000 

q.bJ12· S. fuwdw4 U(lf. rtlw(luwubwu 
Unw~un[lq l.~tu~UWJ~U U.ub[1~4wJ~ 
O.[lbtbt bwh fa'bu~h 
't..bt bnpf 

U~(lbgbwl bq_pWJ[l ~ ~[l~uumu, 

l.wtwuwpw[l mbrt.bw4 qw(16.wit H W(ll}th, n(l Bntu~u 24-25-~ 2wpw(ilwqb(l~~u, U'WJ(l 
U.(ilnn U. ~~u~witu~ ut~ utbrt.~ Uf~Ul~ ntubhwJ fiwtwfw4wh u4(1utnL(il~Lu' 
uwJuwqwfint(ilbwup U.q_q~u tlbfiwt}lwn l.WJ(lWU{but 't...U.O.S.S. q.w(lbq~u ~-
4wfilnrt.~4nu~u U.ubhwJh lwJng: rtl~m~ u4(1utnL~U WJU b[lbJuwbb(l[!, n(lnhf ahwa bu 
BntunLW(l 1 - «<lbm[lnLw(l 14-~ dwuwhw4wu~~ng~h: U.n WJUD(l, U.nnrt.~wll{wfiw4wu 
't..wJuw[lW[lnL(ilbwu UfW2utohw4wu q b(12hw4wh mntbwt hb(l[! ~ 6.bn~h ~nth~hf, pwJg 
umwgwa bhf W(ll}lh ~u4 3000-~ fiwuhnq W[16.whwq[lnt(a~thhb[1: Utbl~ nL2 9bq_ 41! 
fiwrt.n(lqbhf hwbt U.nnq~wll{wfiw4wh 't..wJuw(lW(lnL(abwh UfW2utohw4wh mmbwthb(lnL 
uwu~u: 

U~(lbgbwl brt.pWJ(l ~ ~(l~Uutnu, lJ.U{(l~l 1-~U umw\16.\Jbg~uf 1700-wubw4~ tf.w(l~~
~W(lutnLq W(l~ UfW2utDh[!: U'bq_~ t}lnJuwugntwa U{WutwuJuwhwmntnt(abwhg O~(llh hb(lu, 
wnw~\Jwfib(l(ilnt(il~LU t fiwtwfw4wu u4(1utnL(ilbwu UfWUl(lWUutnL(il~LU[!: lJ.JU 
nLrt.'l.nL(ilbwup brt.wit t~h WU2nl2Ul 1}(1W4wu bt dJumw4wu uombgntuUb(l: ~WJ9 ~ 
h4wut~ wn\Jbtnq WJ\J fiw\Jqwuw\Jf(!, n[l l.WJWUutW\J~ ut2 UWUnq(! WJU fiw(lg~\J 
LWJho(llh l(l whq[1WI}W[16.wa, U{W[lut fiwuw(lbgphf p(lw4whwghbt O[lwqp[l[! 
wnwtbtwqnJh 4wq_ uw4b[lll{nLWOnL(abwup: U(lq, 41! fuhq(lbhf gntgwpb[lbl 9b[l 
whup~w4wh w2w4gnt(a~thh nt qn[law4gnt(a~th[! fwh~ U[! 6.btb[lnq, wh2nL2m 9b[l 
fihw(lwtn(lnt(ilbwu uwfiuwubb(lnth hb(lwa ~wt}lnq: 

U.nw2bh - U'WJ~U bt Bnth~u wu~uhb(lnl [!h(ilwgf~u 9b(1 fa'bu~ b4brt. bg~Ub(lnLh ut~ 
UlW(lWObL fiwtwfw4wu lf4(1utnt(dbwu uwu~u fi(1WU{W(1W4ntWO fiwq_ n(li}Wq[lnL(d~LU[!: 

bpbpnpq - ~W~Wlb(lbl n(l Wnwu6.~\J wufiwm\Jb(l JWh6.uwnnL (!LLW\J fiwtwfw4wu 
lf4(1utnt(abwh W(lW[lnqnt(abwh 4hfwfiWJ(1~ U{W(lutw4whnt(apth[! JWh6.h wnhbt, 
n(lll{luq_~ 4w[lbl~ f!Ll WJ qnJwghbt U{~Lm6th bt U~wdwuwhw4 WU{Wfinq bt hntl(lbb[l 
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bpbtuwubpnlU fiwuwp: 4ufwfiWJ[lnt[ilbwu fiwUWJl uwtuwmbumw[)- t 500-wubp~qbwu 
mnt W[l~ Unl~JlWUlnlnt[il~lU U[!: UJtWU{tu, Unl~JlWUlntbbp wq_ WUl bu qwmwrht nl uwhL 
upmwpnliu \mttphbp: UmwgnLwa pntnJl bntl[lbb[tnl l}~uwg lfWJJl ll[iJnntb U{~Ul~ JrtnL~ 
2bnJlfiw~wlwq~{l: lfwuhwLnJl q~WJWq~Jl U{~Ul~ UlJlnl~ ~bfwfiWJJlnL[il~lU JWh~b wnhnrt 
hnL~pwmntnL~h: 

bppnpq - -Rw2wtbpwqwu U{~Ul~ [!llWJ WJU ntq_q_nt[ilbwup mbubbt uwbt 
nlluutwLnpw~wu t}lnfp tunLUp~ U[! ubpqwJm[il~lU[! 9bp fcl'butu' finqlnnpw~wu~ U[! 
wnw2bnpqnt[ilbwup: 

U~pbgbwt bq_pWJ[l ~ .Rp~umnu, fiwtwfwqwu U'q[lutnt[il~lU[! wuuwfu[!b[ilwg bpbLnJ[il U[! 
U{~Ul~ [!llWJ 1700-wubw~~ ubu~u: UJU opbpnlU, uwhwlWUJ}, WJU wpwpnrtnl[ii~Lh[! 
U{~Ul~ umbrt[)-t mohw~wb UlflWUWlJ:Jlnl[iJ~lb ubi' dnllnqnLJll}~ ~bwbf~b utl 2WU1 U[! 
fiwu~hwt~ U{Wut!Swnhb[tnq: 

U'bp WJUhwuwqth JbUlnJ Uf~Ul~ l}tnp6.buf wh6.hwUflU qwUf~ ut2 J!llWl 9bq_~ fibm bt 
l nLuwpwhbt [)-pwq~[l[! JWLht bwt pwgwmrml[ii~Lhhbpnq: 

U'hwuf U~rmJ fiq2nLb~t, 
Uqo[ilw~~g' 

di~~.~ 
Snqhwh U[tfhUf~uqnUfnU 
Unw2hnpq q.wbwmwfiwJng 
bt 
tlwr~!--Rwpmntq wp 1700-Uubwq~ 
4bqpnhwqwh Swb6.bwfunLUp~ 
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Your Eminence 

615 STUART, OUTREMONT, QUEBEC, CANADA H2V 3H2 
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ARCHBISHOP HOVNAN DERDERIAN, PRIMATE 

No. 2000.192 
Montreal, April 29, 2000 

Archbishop Khajag Barsamian 
President of the Assembly of the Diocesan Delegates 
And Primate of the Eastern Diocese 

Dear Brothers in Christ and Distinguished delegates, 

I address to you with the love of Christ. As devout and dedicated 
members of the Armenian Apostolic Church you continue to commit 
yourselves to serve the Lord and hold firm the faith of our patron Saint 
Gregory the Illuminator. 

The Eastern Diocese of the United states of America representing one of the 
largest communities in the Diaspora certainly has the necessary potential 
to take the lead amongst the many communities. I firmly believe, that 
today there are new challenges, to which we ought to respond, if we want 
the Armenian Church to continue as a living and the growing church. 

The mission of the church in all three dioceses of North America has been 
challenged with the same concerns. The only difference between the 
Eastern and the other two dioceses is, that the Western Diocese and the 
Canadian Diocese are comparatively in a stage of developing a unique 
character. Therefore, there is yet much to be done and also to be learned 
from the Eastern Diocese. 

Dear Serpazan, Brother in Christ, and Dear Delegates, 

Today, we stand at the eve of an era, which demands from us vision and 
perspectives for the future of the Church: 

a) The spiritual rebirth of the Armenian Church m all levels. 

b) The necessity of structured cooperation amongst the three dioceses. 
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These are two particular areas which need special attention. There are 
other issues of concern: The unreasonable administrative split within the 
church, which has unfortunately weakened the church, the careful review 
of the liturgical life, and countless other issues of concern related to the 
social life of the community. 

I pray that the Almighty grants you the wisdom so that this Assembly 
becomes a new turning in your spiritual life: A source of strength. I 
commend you to your great support for our beloved Brother Abp. Khajag 
Barsamian. Your Eminence, my special regards to you personally. I wish 
you good health and long-healthy life. 

My love and respect to my brother m Christ and to the distinguished 
delegates gathered in this Assembly. 

God has blessed us in many ways. We are once again blessed as we 
prepare ourselves to celebrate the 1700 anniversary of Christianity in 
Armenia as the state religion. I am confident that the 1700th anniversary 
will mark a new era in our community life, It will give us the vision to 
rethink about our mission and calling to serve God and the people 
entrusted to our care. Therefore, we ought to become the spiritual 
architects of the Armenians. 

The Armenian Church is the living miracle in our life. It is of greater 
importance to be a living part of the church. Thus Christ is glorified. 

May the Lord bless you all, 
Prayerfully, 

Abp. Hovnan Derderian 
Primate of Canada 
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q.b(12· S. fuwdw~ ll(lP. fllwJluwubw\t~\t 
uwtuwqwfi fllwmqwuwtnJlW~w\t d-nq n~~ bt 
UnwfbnJl'l l~tu~uwJ~\t UtfbJl~~wJ~ UJlbthL hw\t fcl'bu~ 
U~Jlbghwl lnqbtnJl bqpWJJlbbJl 
bt fllwmnLWJldw\t fllwmqwuwtn(lbb(l 

ARCHBISHOP HOVNAN DERDERiAN, PRIMATE 

fcl'~t 2000.166 
lfn\tJllWL, 13 liutJl~l 2000 

UJ1m~ qnfint\tw~nt[itbwup ~'nq_2nt\th\tP 9hq_, nJlutlu fbpuhnw\t'l UUJWUWtnp\thp lwJg. 
UnwPhlw~w\t Ub(l lfWJJl U. b~hq bgtnJ ~ lf~wghwl uwfiw\tq\tbJl, RJl ~(! 2WJ1nt\tw~U 
wp[itm\t UJWfibL LntUWLn(l~W~w\t fi.wtwmP[! fJl~Umnbtw~wb, nputlu q[lWLW~WU[! ub(l 
JWtb(ldnt[ithw\t: UJ1qwpbt, UJ1btbLhw\t fcl'btf(!, WJUOJl, 21-Jl'l qwpm ubu~\t, ~I! 
bbp~WJWg\tt W[1UlW2luwpfi~ ubawqnJU Jitbubptb ut~(!. UWUWLWUJ} ~[1 mwpwantb 
wnwPhLntJitbwup bt WUJWqWJ~ fihnw\t~wJlbb(ln~: lfbbP Pwf ~(! q~mw~gpbf, R(l 
pnlnJl~U wnfbt ~(! J}JlRLpb \tnp UWJlmWfiJlwLlJlbb(l, nJlnbg Uflmf l UfWmwuluw\tbbf, bJlp 
w\t2nl2Ul ~'mq_b\tf UJWfibL b~bqbg~b bt q_WJb J}WJl&.bbl finqbtnJl 2wpd~~(! ubp ~bwbf~b: 

l~LU~UWJpb Uuhpp~WJ~ bJlbf fcl'bubJlnL ~bwbP~\t ut2 b~bq_bgtnJ wnwfblnt[itptb(! ~(! 
q_wpqwbWJ qph[itt UnJb ntq_q_nt[itptbbbpmt nL umwfi.nqnt(aptbbbJlmt: Swppbpnt(aptb[! 
WJb t, nJl q.w\twmWJ~ fcl'bu~ bt UJ1btumbwb fcl'hu~ fiwuwJbf\tb(l(! wnwtbLWJ!WJl wtbL~ 
nt2 2[1fw\tbbpnt q_ wpqwgmu U(! nt\.tp\.t bt w\.t~wu~wa ~p\.tw\.t oqumtpl UJ1btbl bw\.t 
fcl'bu~ \}lnJl&.wnnt(ilb\tl\t: 

U~Jlbl~ UJ1pwq_ wb bq_pWJ[l bt fllwmqwuwtnp\tb(l, 

4(! qm\tntp\tf UJWUIUnt(ilbwb WJh dwuwbw~wfiwmntwa~\t ut2. b(lp UJWJlUl b\.tf ~ UUl~ 
nt\tb\twl fihmbtbwl fi.hnwb~wJlbbp(!. 

w.- lwJg. b~hq_bgtnJ pwph~wpqnt(ilptb(!' ~[1 pnln[l wnntubhpmJ.: 

p.- l~tu~uwJ~b Uubp~~wJp bpbf Jithubpnt wbu~fw~wb bt wbJbmw&.qhL~ 
fiwuwqnJlaw~gnt[itpt\t(!: 
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lJ.JU hp4ntf~\.t ul2 4'wut}tm}tnt~\.t pwq_nuf fiwpghp, npn\.tg 2W(lf~\.t h\.t h4hl'}_hgtnJ 
qwp~w4w\.t U~nt[clhw\.t UfW(lWqw\.t, a~uw4w\.t-pwph4wpq~w4w\.t nL qwp~w4w\.t pbnJfcl~ 
fiwpghp(! hL luwn\.t WUntubnt[clhw\.tg UfW[lWqw\.thp\.t nL pwq_nLU WJL fiwpghp: 

lfhp wnw2~b uwl'}_[clwbfb t, np 'llwmqwuwtnpw4wb 9hp dnl'}_nq(! ntbhbwJ wpq~tbwtnp 
(!b[clwgf nl WLW(ltn: lfhp 4n~b t, np 'lntf q_opwq~q I!LLWf uhp Uppwq_wb bl'}_pop' q.h(12· 
S. fuwdw4 U.pf. 'llwpuwuhwb~b, npntb fiwuwqnpaw4gnt[cl~tbl! uhbf 41! qwJhthbf 
W(lqt\.t tnWU(! ht Wlhl~ tnW(l~\.thpt ~ q hp: lfhp w\.tq h(lWU{Wfi utp\.t nl JW(lqw\.tf(! Ub(l 
u~phl~ uppwq_ wb hl'}_pop: 

lfhp JWtnnL4 nl'}_2nJ\.t\.tbp(! Ub(l finqhtn(l hl'}_pWJp\.thpnt\.t ht li{WtnqWUWLn(l\.thpnt\.t: fa'nl'}_ 
U.umntwa ~(1 ~uwumnt[clhwup wnw2bnpqt 9hq_, npUfluq_~ 9hq_~ q umwfintwa l!p~umnu~ 
flout(! lu\.twutf fp~umn\.ttw4w\.t U~(lnq nt fiwtwutf~ awnWJnL[clhwup: 

lJ.uutntwa opfi\.twa t uhq_, fw\.tq_~ 2nLutnq Ub(l Wn2hL 41! pwgnL~ \.tnp 4hw\.tf~ qntn(!' 
l?OO-wuhw4~ mobw4wmwpntubhpnq: l?OO-wuhw41! Uflmf t qwnbwJ bnp W(12WLnJu 
U(! uhp h4hll hgtnJ 4hwbf~b ut2 ht bnp W2(12WLnJU~b iSW(lUlW(lWUfhtnbhp(! 4pbwbf 
I!LL WL U~WJb uhbf, uhp awnWJW4h[1Uf 4hwbfnq: U.nfiwuwpw4 WJUtnhl'}_ t np 41! 
4wmwpm~ fiwuwqnpaw4gnt[cl~tbl! hp4nt [clhuhpntb u~2ht, uwbwtwbq bnp uhpntbq~ 
bhp4wJwgntg~~bhpm U~2ht: 

.lWJQ· b~hn.,hgb\.t' UbWJnL\.t fipw2f\.t t Ub(l 4hw\.tf~\.t: l_wp4 t qwn\.twl Uwu\.t~4 lfWJ(l 
h4hl'}_ hgLnJ, npll{tuq_~ uhq_ Unq ntniSwbWJ nL q_ W(lqWbWJ J!p~uutnU~ UW(lU~b(!: 

U.umntanJ opfibnt[cl~tb(! 41! fiwJghbf P"L np~ qpwJ: 

lfbwuf U~pnJ nll2nLh~L, 
lJ.l'}_ o(ilW(lW(l' 

(3"1~~ 
Bnq bwb U.pfhll{~u4nUfnU 
U.nw2hnpq q.wbwmwfiwJng 
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lfh~WJWJlq 

S~wl' lmui(Wfl P~ultltbwb 
llwrunnut. Wfl liflbtbt bwtt fl'bu~ 
'Lbt bnpf 

fl~L 2000.1001 

fl\m(lfiwqwlnt(1bwup umwgw4 bbf 19 UUff\Pl 2000 Jilnl.w~~p !lbJl bwd'w~[! 
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fiw2~t~b: ~WI'~ bqtf ~nluwbgnuf[! RwuUlwutnrt hwuw~~ ll{WUl~t'ill! Jrtbl 
uwbL Snqbwu U(lpwq, wu~ Rl2WJ}(lnt(abw\a: l'u4 ubwgbwl 31 
JM2WI}pwd'bbJ1lb 16-[! ~I! fu\uubbf, ~nfuwbgbl q.wuwmwRwJng 
lJ.nw~bnpi}UI(lWb' S~~· U~l~W lJ'wb~wuwpbw\1~\1: l1bwgbwl15-[! ~I! ubwb. 
q w!Swnbt~ llnw~bn{ll}Wf'WU~ q.l'wubllbwq~u U'll: 
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DIOCESE OF THE ARMENIAN CHURCH OF AMERICA 

u.rrU.S?.\•nr·~n~IO't•t•\1 ~uana UU'bf't>t~ust' U.Pb~blbU.<u lit'bU't> 

Archbishop K.hajag Barsamian, Primate 

~nqhzUnph 
S. Uznm Upq. U"fiwgwl}wfihw(i 
lllwmwu}uwfiwmm 1700-wuhwl}p Cl-pwuhfihwl}p 
SUmhuwl}wU ~wpghpm 
u. t2upwapfi 

UUJ11pt19, 2000 

Uuhppl}mJp Uphththmfi fcrhup Unw2finpl} Q.hpz. S.Iuwctw4 Upp. 
lllwpuwuhw(i umwgwa t 1700-wuhwl}p Q.pwuhfihwl}p LT.wpp~ .Qwpmmqwp Q.hpz. S. 
3ntlUwfi Upp. StpmtphwUp liUJ11Pl 7, 2000 _(:}ntwl}pp Uwuwl}t!' Jnt2WllJlWUfihpm 
4mUJ.w4gmhwup: 

3mzmllJlW2fihpm hwpgntl pwfipgu qpmwa t U"wJp U_(:}nn. hw6hgtp l}ghwt 
qmUht oppfiwl}fihp{! hpl}m fiwuwl}fihpm (wnm2l1fit!' Unw2finpl} Uppwqwfi ~op 
U"wJpu 18, 1999 _(:}mwl}pp fiwuwltt!' mqqmwa Q.hpz. S. UbupnUJ. Upp. Uz6hwfip, 
hpl}pnJll}t!' Cl-pwmw(i UJ.Wmwu}uwfiwmm Spwp ~WJ4 Ll.wpcthwfip <l>hmpmwp 1, 2000 
.(:}ntwl}pp fiwuwltt!' l}Wpahmt mqqmwa Q.hpz. S. UbupnUJ. Upp. Uz6hwUp: 5wpl}, 
Unw2finpl}wpwfip U. Ll.wpl}wfi Q.pwmntfit! umwgwa t 49 Jnt2llillJlWU (wnw2pfi 
fiwuwl}), npnfigut tlw6wnmwa hU 18 Jlll2Wl}pwu: Unw2pfi wnp.(:}ntl2 Jlll2Wl1Jlmtip 
tltn}uwpcttp{! tltn}uwUgmwa t U"wJP U_(:}nn (wnw2pU fiwuwl}), ht WUJ.W 6 Jnt2WllJlWUp 
tltn}uwpcttp{! (hpl}pnpl} Uwuwl}): Ll.hp2hpu Wl mwut! Jnt2WllJlWU JWfiofimwa t 
hwumwmnt_(:}hwfi Uf!' nput zmmntl 4t! UUJ.UlUntp wfin(ig tltn}uwpcttp{!: 

lijdU, Unw2finpl}wpwUp U. Ll.wpl}wU Cl-pwmwU ut2 mwl}wtpU mpwUWllJlhtP 
h(i 31 Jlll2llillJlWU: 

gwpp hq tp mhq hl}wg fiht Ft tlw6wnmwa 10 Jnt2WllJlWUp tltn}uwpcttp{! p"'U~ 
Up2ngwt 4t! tltwtltwppp np tltntuwUgmp U"WJJl U_(:}nn: P.u4 uUwghwt31 Jlll2WllJlWUp 
uwup(i tPWtPWPhlll t tUht ohqut' qwUnfip tlhpWl}WJlOUh"'( Ft UJ.Whht ht tlw6wnmwap(i 
tltn}uwpcttp{! JWUaUht U"wJp Upnn: 

4t! UUJ.UlUhU ohp UJ.WmwutuwUpU: 

lvnppU JmpqwUop' 

4-..- 'v-1"- -f. ~~k, 
untUJ.Wp-2pttlttthwU 
-Rwpmmqwp 

OppUw4' 1700-wuhwl}p Q.pwuhUhwl}p LT.wpp~ .Qwpmmqwp 
Q.hpz. S. 3ntlUwU Upp. StpmtphwUp 

630 SECOl\ill \\E'.:l'E, l'<'f"W YORK NY l00i64ll06 TELEPHON1:: 2l2.686Ji7!0 FA}( 212.779.3558 



DIOCESE OF THE ARMENIAN CHURCH OF AMERICA 
u.n-u.~"nrq.n~,..,~" l.U.ano U.trbr.,~u.e., U.l"bf\bl.bU.\, 11-btrfl 

Archbishop Khajag Barsamian, Primate 

q.~zpw.zllnpR 

S. ll'l:iupnr.q Uf711. Uztibw.ll 
~W.Jw.umw.G/1 tl/;2 -Rpflumn61:nzf#bw.ll 
'IJbznw.t,wll '4poll ~n1_w.t,tlw.ll 1700-w.tlbw.lf/1 
t/.w.p/11. -Rw,rnnuz Wfl 
u. t'£tlpw.~pfl 

Uppblfl Uppw.qwll lJqpwJp1 

18'/u 3311 
lJ'W.JfiU 181 19 9 9 

Urnw.gw~ lzll12 U.r.qpflz 21, 1999 pmwt,pp dbp llwrlwlff!' 1700-wtll:zwqp wnppz 
Rpw.r.qw.pwlf Rwllmw~ JnL2W'J.f1Wrlllbpm qwUfwlfgmpbw.tlp: 

!ll:ip llwtlw.lfpll t1t2 lf'f!ul:/2 pi; 51 cu/;p» JnL2UL1J.pwtl qpqmw~ t Unw£llnp1J.WfiULll l:zz 
pnznpG wz ~wjumw~ l:ill, bz l.fl! /ufl'J.pl;p np 1/mjuw.ptfl:/2[! w.Gtlfi£W.Uf/;u qplfm/1 dbp umuu~ 
Rwugtpll: 

'4!! gw.L/lfl/2 f!UI:z[m np dl:zq/1 Rwqnp1J.mw~ rnl:zqblfmf#/ltfllllipf! tiztlw.pumzf#bwll 1.lill 
Rwtlwr.qwrnwujuwGbp: 

U.nw£llnp1J.Wf1Wll/lu u. t/.Wfi'J.Wll q.pwrnwll r.qwznwufuw.Gruumza RbznalalU.[ znaq/Ilfmp/ll6f! 
rjmfuwllgw~ l: rlaqfl. Unw.£}1ll waq.w.tl znaqblfwgmw.~ l: np Unw.£6np1J.wpw.ll Ill! TJ.plfm/1 12 
cul:f#» JnL2WTJpWtl bz 12 Rwtlwr.qwrnwujuwll mmrjlbp (U'wpzn 18, 1999): fJ JWJm bqw~ l: np 
'l.flilmw~ Jnl2WTJf1Wtllllipm q.mtlw.pf! 11 cutp» 1;, Rw.qw.nw.q w.Gnp np qpqmw.~ mmrjlbpf! 12 
Rw.rn 1:/lfl: bpljpnp'J. wllq.w.tl' 8/llf/10. l1mlfl Uzf!f1bwllf1 dlmr.utlp (U'wJflu 5, 1999) umwgmw~ l: 
38 CU/;f#»: flzpbtlll, urnwgmw~ Jnl2WTJf1Wtlllbpm l]G1J.Rw.llmp q.mtlwpf1 49 «U/;f#» 1:, nptll; 
~wjumw.~ l: rlflw.Jll l:ipl{m cut~&» (U'wpm 25-flll In U'wpm 30-/10., 1999): 

~w.tilxg/;12 uumpbz q.mGbz wllmlllll:zpll m Rwugl:lllxpf! wllnllg' npnll12 q.llw.~ bll ULJU 
cu/:;f# »bpf!: 

fJul{ ~w.jumw.~ bplfm cul:p» Jnl2W1J.f1W.tl6lxpm rjlnjuw.tfl:/21! (400 -znpu Rw.p/lzp- mnzw.p), 
Rwllw.dwJll dlxp rjlwljJULJ2ftllJ2 ltl! qplfm/1 bpbzw.ll' ll'flmzwllzn IJ.pwtlw.mmll[!: 

bpp JWLIIIizWl rf.w.tiw.nmtl6lzp llll wll' IJ/1 rnbqlzlfw.gllbGJ2 dlzq/1: 

Mr. Hrayr Aris 
271 Burns St. 
Forest Hills, NY 11375 

lJ.q OfB"Wlfflg n ~ 
""'-'A.~"'4) ~t~· hl~~ 
luwtfw[J U.JIIl. fllwpuw.tllxw.ll 

Unw.2an,,.,. 

St. Thomas Armenian Church 
Highway 9 W and E. Clinton Ave. 
Tenafly, NJ 07660 

630 SECOND AVENUE, NEW YORK. NY 10016·4885 TElEPHONE 212.686.0710 FAX 212.779.3558 
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DIOCESE OF THE ARMENIAN CHURCH OF AMERICA 

u. rHJ. g \J n r '1- m~ ~ t> " 'v .!.. u. s n B u. U' b r t> 4 u s t> u r b " b L b u \J ~ t: U' t> 

A.rehbishop Khajag Barsamian. Primate 

February 1, 2000 

The Most Reverend Archbishop Mesrob Ashjian 
Chairman 
1 i 11 Centenary of the Proclamation 
of Christianity in Armenia 
Holy Etchmiadzin 
V agharshapat 
Republic of Armenia 

Your Eminence, 

On behalf of the Eastern Diocese of the Armenian Church of America, I would like to 
respond to your letter dated January 13, 2000 addressed to His Eminence Archbishop 
Khajag Barsamian. 

According to your correspondence, you state that you sent us 51 sets of coins 
commemorating the 1700 years of Armenian Christianity. Our records indicate that we 
received 49 sets. Out of the sets received, we have sold six sets, leaving 43 sets in our 
inventory. 

Based on the six sets sold we owe you $1,200 or $200 per set, which will be transferred 
to the account indicated in your letter of January 13, 2000. 

As for the 43 sets remaining in inventory, we can return them to you or if you like we can 
forward them on to someone who might be better equipped to dispose of them. 

We await your disposition and correspondence. 
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1700 UlJoU'-4 17001tl ANNIVERSARY 
01=1 THE F'ROC~AMATION OF CHRISTIANITY 

IN ARMENIA AS THE STATE RE:UGION 
~USUUSUul'- Ut;Q .9flt'IUSn't ... tml'aoUu 
IT'JbSUL!Uv ~f'\Ou ~r>~U4..<UUv 

q.bpwzunph 
S. Iuwdwl{ liJll2. 111w11uunlbmu 
Unw2unJ111 0:.WJ. bql:iJlhQUlJ 
..{]tLuJ1Uw.Jfi0 Uutpj14wJ]1 UpLhthultilo·M]lll 

U~Jltlghwt htlf!WJJlp Jlppuumu, 

N-147 
7 UUiflfl.t2000 

~ 11'-luu.np. mubUtutn4, Ujl l UUjJlttt 2000 ~mwqwli~fi UUlWUO!ib~]1U~ 1700-wllt.nulJ.Jl 
ttwnlt~.-~wptnntJ1.W£l~ utwz.Ulotln. htuJl~. hwthupllg)lfip hhmwUl!iJ1htJl 1700-wutwqp 
Jnt2.WI}1'lwuCibpm qwu6tll1 q.nt.uuipUbllllt hmJ}llQ, l.?lufiq}l. JnL2tu1J..pwuCibptu umwgmwo 
'lJnuwpUh(lnJ.l tm mtiop.pCipu C>-pwqtlllpntl•flluljwliUJgmun: 

C!um Uhqjl. lU{1lllUllt hwzrnbUlllltpbwti Jl1lZWI}pWUJ1tp.nL qfnlwg 1700-wobw4}1 
q}IWUhfibwqpO U{W[UnwqwU lp 900() (J:ltil! hwqu1p) mntwp 'tDlJlWp p. t)}11hug 
45(~wnwumfihl1llq) Jnl2UlllJl\UU]1: 

UJ:l[lb.gbwt btl.PlUJll tt .J2Ilf1UU1nU, ubp WJU OwuwlJot.l q'm.qbGp UJU12U1UUWUitLI JUIJUlGbt 
Otq, np \ 7QQ-wut-~wgp Q.J!wub.Ubw]jjl mtiltlhuwlJwG hl.!J.PQhE~ UJW}!!WU[UWOllll;!!!!ill t 
.t.nqllzUnph S. !;!2nU1 Upbgw.r lJUmq~_i~utnugzr ~hrnt.wpwp, Jbm UlJuoppq bwzmwqtuu 
Plltnp mt.uwtt11 qnp.bwntlntptmug hwuu1p p.wf1ft btlhP qwut{'l ut~ (HlWL .:_WJfl Um.pp}l hbm: 
fluq bpp t{lntuwOgnu.mtp q[! lJwuttuptp m.uJp UpnnpU, WUIW pwp}l bll.hl1 y:mtuwCignu~n 
htUUutWUlJlf\. qpntpbw!i UltuUl(\t(i{! Jllbt <!.WJ.fl Uznm}1 llLZWilllnlphwG~, npllibUq}l hwpq tqw(r 
ummqnuilihpm, 4WJtugmlln OJ!JiGmqwUu.tumr 

"Utru.fnuq fiu.n1w4mt Qhp mzwtlflmpbwCirr 4.1:! Jilhlip uwl.t 1700-wotr.uqp q.p1.uubGbwqr 
ll.nrtt'it hp.Wll!Wtlwlj_wc) q.ppbpm gwu4n ppb.Og qUtugmgrn~lihpntl_: Uu.luuwwu~fibpm hwpgml. 
lulqtJU pwpp htthp 4wutlt llt2 ntlW( .:.wm Uznm UptqwJ lJCi\ugwlJ.wuhwCip hbm: 

UpJ1bgtnut htlPWJp p Ji;!.p)1uumu., 8m.t_~u ~udunJ wnw£pG zwpwflG.hpmll "Jlwqpw(l tillp 
hilWUIW!lWllhl 2001 ~mwljwlill t~Jl1mgmnumfig um!'lp.mw(} uwuGwJwmm4 qppnJq 11"(!, mp 
GHJlqbntwb uiJu.n}l [!lltllti 2001 JHlt.lUl!UlU)1 \Ullwfigpwj_tlfi tizwlh.ulJ.ntpptO Jitlibg.nq 
utwngwnntuUhtt(!: 

Upmwq]1G · ptullhll'wqpntpln!i Utpml. 
UUwu tUiltJJ:lwltpg' 

c:.3~ ~~h:-

5tulthufi Utll/- Stpmtpbwfi 
~Uufl~i~PWflUJnlflWp 

Uwtr IJIOOO U t'lu~wOfl!., >.\~>~W~;2WI/.!Will, 'IWJWIIIIIWb • ~tn: (374-2) 28746:) /151700 I (374-59) 47700 t ~WI!IJ: [3U·2Jle1700 t tl.·\jlnWI: 1700@Sil;l\mla(ll!O.~rn 
Motn•• Sae ol Holy Etcr.miadzin. V~ghlrsh~P3t. Atnwni~ •T~I: (:!74·2) tri74~3 !- 151700 i (~74·59) 47100 • Fa.: (374-2) 1~1100 • E-mai: 1700@elehm:,.d:lln.am 

''"I'JO<IJ~ 19w. ;.r~ h"'rlj. UUUJcui; 205, t;r.t,wu. ~w;w~IJ\Wv • 'U:n: (374·~) 509705 l&eO, 37 • OOIY~ St. 19A. Znd ~or R20S. 'r't'tr;;~n, Armenia• Tot: (374·2) 58~7Q~; ~W1~.T 
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1700 UlJb'UI..t 1700th ANNIVERSARY 
OF THE PROCLAMATION OF CHRIS'riANITY 

IN A.RMENIA AS THE STATE RELIGION 
=\UBUUSU'Lol"> U't;Q ii!l't>USnt...tntjqoUv 
IT)t;:~SU4Uu '-if\Ov =,nQU4UUu 

~Jnl•6ll~ 

l700-t.J.l.Tt:U.t•r am"t:ill -unJ-.t;r t.trr 

wG~oo•Bnt.ti' 11w6w4 
lllw~~>~ qnpq IUp. '1-p~qnp u Spl'}won WJ>JlW,\l 180x 1.20 ,.,r 
"l11.1mp 'f.npq (Up. l:~J'ptoo.>J>!i) 60x60 t•tl' 

{'.iwo'l~li I 700-wtl'Jutl!l• IChristi11.nity in Anneni;~) 

'1-tJl!wp~ l700·un.i'Jw~p 

"'wJncumlJ l700-unl.jtul{p 

16-1'\r"'llwl 1700-o.uof.Jw~~ 

'1-u.l\l\111" 1700-un.fJWqp 

~wsrt 1700-wt!'J•u lj~ 

"1-r'.P.bP 

l..WJWUVIWU bpq~[l m.fuU'hli>!UlJp (J7x54) 

l,wJmu~•wG 'll.l'(bgnLJS (55:K36+20) 

4hu~n\1l:>p.wqwpq U.t[bmLill'u'G (54>;28) 

q.W(lhqt,[j lJ.- S!pli~J!JGhp .2nt!wflfill ~o·tuilJ!nWJp llhut (22x J6) 

luwtrlt 'luul"'I'JwG· ~tupbG"!'"'IJtUit\uG Owlmuolm ... (38x20) 

f\flfllJEIOt-rl• bf' 

I l;tU'frw->rG (4x600) 

t .tmllJlWUI (3.x6Q0) 

3 U1116t.uR]tf.l (3x600) -
4 ll'lsl! (Sx.'300) 

u !' pw tlf.Uiut~b r llh 

f!lznnwljbpulg UnLpp 'l,zu(G mJl. ·~tJ'I><u.~rt•lll, 50 X 70 Q\)' 

Sprp.nlfl~ U'i{f_llln~~tit!lr;, 50 X 70uli' 

U.t1111nLwbwJ'WJ[;C U\uUljwG JjJ,,., 
U .... u,m.wbunJ'u.JJli' tru•tl~u.•tliUnn 

blt'U.JP u.n t-u lllw(\qqbu lln~pbllJ,uGul . 
ln~tlwtnNP V>buhPl' 

Sprp:uUt lit'wCjWlnp !Up. l;fll'lllu()f•li), 45 X 60 <td' 

Up . .l,ntufmlnfl:; IUp. l;tJ't.•uo}•GI, 4.5 X 60 uJ 

Up. q.,uJ~w!ll; mp. l:l..r~ .... ,.)l•fll, 45 .~ 60 ml' 

U.JpnLphG 

lTwJpnl~lllLU 

q~G UU"L 'Pl"P 
$ 600.00 

$ 300.00 

$ 500 
$ 3.00 

$ 2.00 

$ 3.00 

$ 400 

$ 4.00 

$ 15.00 

s 10 OCi 

s 6.00 

$ 5.00 

$ 5.00 

$ 0.25 

$ 025 

$ 0.25 

$ 0.25 

$ 2.00 

$ 2.00 

$ 200 

$ 2.00 

$ 2.00 

$ 200 

s 140 

$ i . .40 

$ .1.40 

$ 1.40 

$ 1.40 

l)..,~~ Ui>M U. ~2J~wb~lJ. 4.w~Wf12W~IiJIII, ,WJ"'<.III'v..\1 • ~~n: {:!14-i) 2a741JS I 151700 i (37.4-Sg) 4HC0 • -!>w~u: (374·2) 1S17~C • t1•l/1noll1: 1700@elo~mlid~!O.$rl'l 
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January 13, 2000 

His Eminence Archbishop Khajag Barsamian 
Primate of the Eastern Diocese of the Armenian Church of America 
New York 

Dear Srpazan Hayr: 

Herewith, we confirm our letters dated September 14, No. 203 and October 19, No. 250, 
1999 with regard to the balance of the medallions known as "Christian Armenia" minted 
by the state bank of Armenia and also we had kept you informed about the second series 
of mintage. 

I regret that to this day you have an outstanding debt. According to our calculation you 
need to pay for fifty-one set which amounts to $10,200. 

We are certain that the medallions made available to you have been sold by now. 
Therefore, we ask you to close your account by remitting the sum of the money to the 
bank account of the Mother See of Holy Etchmiadzin stated below. 

******* 

In future, if you desire to have new medallions starting from the second series (Ani and 
the coat of arms of the Republic of Armenia) please make the orders in cash applying to 
the office of the 1700th anniversary. 

I thank you in advance and with greetings of love. 

Archbishop Mesrob Ashjian 
Executive Secretary of the 17001h Anniversary 
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TO: 

FROM: 

RE: 

DATE: 

Attachment 4 

DIOCESE OF THE ARMENIAN CHURCH OF AMERICA 
Url-U~\Jnr'l-nfl.ril'flfl.\J ~USn6 UtrbPfl4USl> UPbfl.blbU\J ril'btrJ-1 

Archbishop Khajag Barsamian, Primate 

1700th Anniversary Committee 

Fr. Untzag Nalbandian <5.: v- \). ._,..r-.. 
Recommended Parish activities and projects 

February 18, 2000 

Enclosed you will find the projects and proposals of the DRE, ALLARC, DYM and my 
office. If you have questions, please feel free to call me. 

r,_lfi SFCO~D ,\ \'FSl "E. 1\;EW YORK. '-IY 100 I :.-4!((1(, '11'.1 EI'!IO~F 212 68(, 0710 FAX 212 77'UI~X 



Projects of the 
Director of Proerams & Ministries 

1. A video pilgrimage of St. Gregory's life & vision. 
(Estimated cost: $1500.00) 

2. Publications/booklets (in Armenian & English) on the following six feasts, which 
are related either to St. Gregory's life or his vision and ministry. They are as 
follows: 

a. Feast of sons & grandsons of St. Gregory the Enlightener 
b. Feast of St. Gregory the Enlightener- Commitment to the pit 
c. Feast of St. Gregory the Enlightener- Deliverance from the pit 
d. Feast of the Universal Church ofHoly Etchmiadzin 
e. .Feast of St. Gregory the Enlightener- Discovery of his relics 
f. Feast of Holy Shoghagat 
g. Feast ofSts. Tiridates the King and Queen Ashkhen 

Each feast should be assigned to one of the Church organizations (e.g. Choir, 
Women's Guild, ACYOA, etc.). The organization will encourage its members to 
participate in one of the above celebrations and worship service. 

Publications will include a brief description of the above feasts/events and say 
what they mean to us today. A spiritual message can also be included. 
(Estimated cost: $3000.00-4000.00) 

3. Contest- 17001
h Jubilee Song and 17001

h Jubilee Poem. 
One for ages up to 18, the other for ages 19 and up. Winners will receive awards 
(an encyclical from His Holiness should be encouraged). 

4. Parishes to recruit one seminary student for St. Nersess. A minimum of 17 
seminarians will be admitted to St. Nersess Seminary to ensure the continuation 
of the work and mission of St. Gregory the Illuminator in our Diocese. (Of course, 
St. Nersess Seminary's administration will select the seventeen). 

5. An Ecumenical Service should be prepared on this Jubilee to be used in 
uniformity by our parishes. 

6. Publish a booklet which will include 17 prayers from 17 Armenian Church 
fathers/saints, as well as gather 17 major events from our Church history. 
(Estimated cost: $1500.00) 



DRE's Programs/Publications for the I 7001
h Jubilee 

1. Publication- A drama on the conversion of Armenia, commissioned from playwright 
Diane Bairamian for use in the parishes as a parish-wide program. Can be translated 
into Armenian and Russian. To be issued with a list of ideas for its application. 
*(Estimated cost $3,000) 

2. Publication- A Change of Heart: Meditations on the Saints and the Story of 
Armenia's Conversion. A Lenten reflection workbook. Can be translated into 
Arrnenian and Russian. *(Estimated cost $5,000) 

3. Publication- Adult selfi'group-study guide of Agathangelos' 5th century source, The 
Conversion of Annenia. Will enable parishioners to familiarize themsel,ves with the 
actual story and discuss it in an evening or afternoon session. *(Estimated cost 
$2,000) 

4. Publication - A Sunday School Jubilee planner to be issued in September. A simple 
list of ways the schools can incorporate the anniversary into their school year. 

5. Publication- Feast Day Assembly resource book. Will list all feast days whose 
people and events are pertinent to Jubilee anniversary and provide fact sheet and 
assembly homily for school programs. 

6. Program- Teacher workshops. Regional and single parish workshops will focus on 
church history as well as curriculum and extra-curricular ideas for making this 
interesting and pertinent to students. 

7. Program- Retreats/seminars. Our~ day retreats ("Changing Hearts One at a Time") 
and special-subject seminars ("What Does It Mean to be the First Christian Nation?") 
will focus on early Armenian Church history. 

8. Program- Jubilee Program. A celebration at the diocese or in one region created and 
coordinated by Diocesan departments. 

* Mikaelian Fund is a possibility to be used for these projects. 



DYM's Proposals for 1700 Jubilee 

1. Service Program -Call on Armenian youth around the Diocese to serve as volunteers 
in their local communities. Goal: gather 1700 names to add to a register that will be 
housed in the Diocesan complex. Each participant will receive a King Drtad 
Certificate ofVolunteerism. Qualified service must have minimum requirements, as 
well as a log indicating service conducted. 

2. An essay writing contest entitled "The Armenian Church's Influence in my Life", 
which will include St. Gregory, my pastor, Sunday School, etc. Award $1700 
scholarship to top submissions in each category, being High School Senior and 
College Freslunan. Publish top 17 essays submitted. Or offer 17 $1,000 scholarships. 
Or open to each year in High School and College. Or offer scholarships to 17 
participants to attend St. Nersess Summer Conferences. 

3. Call on local parish youth to raise funds to donate books on Armenian Church history 
to their local schooVpublic library. The Diocese to provide list of recommended 
books and list to be provided to local libraries prior to purchase to ensure addition to 
local library. 

4. 17-mile walk/bike/run-a-thon to raise funds to provide books on Armenian Church 
history to local parishes and/or for purchase of books to be donated to local libraries 
(see item 3 above). The Diocese to provide list of recommended books. 
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ALLARC'S Projects for the 1700 Jubilee 

Decors, Prizes, Hotel, Foods, Transportation, Honorarium, Artistic Director, Printing, 
Video, Publicity 

A Musical presented by the students "The Year 301" 
Exhibition "The First Armenian Church" 
Oral Contest "The Armenian Church: History and Traditions 
Reading Contest "Christianity in Armenia 
Spelling Contest "301 Words: The First Christian Nation" 
Internet "Armenia: We Are #1" 
One-Day Tour to Armenia For Children ages 3 to 15 

Let's Visit to Holy Places · 
Illuminated Map of Armenia 

With Taddeus and Bartholomew 
The New Testament- Workshops 

12 Workshops with 12 Scholars in 12 Different Cities 

Co.st 
$2,000 

300 
300 
300 
300 

1,000 

1,000 

300 

2,000 

$7,500 
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1999 ANNUAL REPORT OF THE 
1700th ANNIVERSARY ORGANIZING COMMITTEE 

During the year 2001, Armenians throughout the world will be celebrating the 1700th 
Anniversary of the adoption of Christianity. 

The Diocese, for its part, has organized a special committee to plan and implement a 
series of programs to commemorate this historic event. 

After many meetings during the past year the committee has reached certain conclusions. 

OBJECTIVES 

1. We will make the 1700th Anniversary celebration one of recommitment to the spirit 
and faith of St Gregory. 

2. We will commemorate the central role that Christianity has played in the life of the 
Armenian people. 

3. We will emphasize the major importance of the Armenian Church, especially in the 
United States. 

4. We will prepare suitable programs with the participation of the community at both the 
diocesan and parish levels. 

PROGRAMS 

In general, we wish to involve the parishes as much as possible in sponsoring activities 
for the 1700th Anniversary to be implemented at the local level. The Diocese will provide 
background material, speakers, publications, etc. for use by local pastors and committees. 

1. Teaching Role of the Church 

As part of the church's outreach to the faithful, booklets will be published, under 
the direction of the St. Nersess Seminary faculty, with the overall theme of the Armenian 
Church's place in the universal church of Jesus Christ. These booklets will address contemporary 
issues we face as a church in America; they will be pocket size, to be mailed to all those on the 
Diocesan mailing list or taken home by our parishioners from local churches. 

2. Religious Services 

It is expected that throughout the year 2001 and beginning on Christmas, January 
6th, the 1700th anniversary will be the primary theme for religious services whenever appropriate. 
A special ecumenical service is being planned in Washington, DC, together with the National 
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Council of Churches, the Catholic Conference ofBishops and others. Hopefully the Catholicos 
of All Armenians will also participate. 

3. Concerts 

A choral group from Armenia will tour the US and visit several major centers in 
the Diocese over a 2-3 week period. The concerts will be made up of Armenian sacred 
compositions featuring choral and instrumental music. 

4. Symposium and Conference 

A major academic symposium will be held by the Zohrab Center dealing with the 
history of Christianity in Armenia from the 4th century to the present era. Prominent scholars will 
be invited to participate. 

In addition a separate conference will be held to discuss the Armenian Church in 
the 21st century. The location of this conference is yet to be decided. 

5. Youth 

It is our wish to involve the youth of the Diocese to a maximum extent possible. A major 
gathering of several thousand Armenians, led by the youth, will celebrate the 1700th anniversary 
over a weekend in New York City. A walkathon in Manhattan finishing in Central Park is being 
considered where a religious-cultural celebration would take place. The presence of the 
Catholicos of All Armenians is being contemplated for this event, tentatively scheduled for the 
end ofMay 2001. 

6. Pilgrimage in the Footsteps of St. Gregory the Illuminator 

In cooperation with the Patriarchate of Constantinople, a pilgrimage to historic 
Armenia is being planned for June 2001. We anticipate large numbers of people from the 
Diocese will be participating in an organized tour, which will begin in Istanbul. The group will 
then proceed to Kayseri (Geasaria), where St. Gregory was first consecrated as a bishop. The 
tour will then divide into 3 to 4 sections to travel to various sites in the interior of Turkey and 
meeting together again in the historic city of Ani. A special religious service will take place in 
Ani before entering Armenia. The border, which is presently closed, will be opened for the 
pilgrims by special arrangement with the governments of Armenia and Turkey. 

The group will proceed to Holy Etchmiadzin, Khor Virab and other sites in 
Armenia before returning home. More details on this will be forthcoming. 

7. Public Relations 

We expect to publicize the various events taking place throughout the country, 
especially to the non-Armenian public. Press materials will be prepared and utilized by the 
Diocese and local parishes. 
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A web page is being developed and special banners, logo, etc. will be 
disseminated to all parishes. 

Christmas, January 6, 2001, will be the official opening of the 1700th yearlong 
commemoration. It is expected that all parishes within the Diocese will make this a major theme 
in all their communications to the parishioners. 

8. Finances 

A fund raising committee has been formed under the co-chairmanship of Shoghag 
Hovannissian and Richard Soultanian. All funds raised for the 1700th Anniversary will go 
towards an endowment tentatively called "Armenian Spiritual Leadership Fund". St. Nersess 
Seminary will be the primary beneficiary of the annual income from this fund, but it will also go 
towards other educational and training programs of the Diocese. 

On-going expenses for the various 1700th Anniversary programs at the diocesan 
and parish levels are expected to be self-financed. The intent is to reserve the funds that are 
raised by the committee to go to the endowment in its entirety. 

The goal is to raise several million dollars. 

The chairman of the 1700th Anniversary Committee is Michael Haratunian. 
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