His Holiness Karekin II's address
to the President of the United States in Washington, DC

Mr. President,

| am deeply moved by your cordial reception and thankful for the
time you have given us from your busy schedule.

| have come from Biblical Armenia, the land where Noah's Ark
rested and thus became the second birthplace of mankind. During the
course of their history, the Armenian people have withessed many
adversities and survived through the Genocide of 1915 and the seventy
years of atheism under Soviet rule. Today, all of the efforts of our people,
who have regained their independence, are concentrated on restoring
what had been desecrated and ravaged. Let me say that it is not easy to
heal the wounds that atheism aggressively inflicted on the human soul
and on our public life. But, | am optimistic, since the 1700t anniversary of
the proclamation of Christianity as the state religion of Armenia has
infused the Armenian people with a spirit of renewal and revival of faith.

Mr. President, on this occasion | wish to express my gratitude to you
and to the government and the people of the United States of America
for providing multi-faceted assistance to Armenia--presently building her
new and free life--to overcome the consequences of the earthquake of
1988 and the economic hardships. From the time right after the
earthquake, | recall with deep emotion the tearful gaze of a young
American visitor, namely George Bush Junior, in whom the Armenian
people witnessed the epitome of American philanthropy. Our people
always remember that at the beginning of the twentieth century the
United States was among the first to extend a helping hand to the
massacred Armenians and to provide under its roof a haven for thousands
of Armenian refugees. Their descendants are now the faithful and
respected citizens of this country, who through their input in public life are
expressing their fathers' and grandfathers' gratitude to America.

Our people greatly appreciate United States' peaceful efforts in
particular to resolve the problem of Mountainous Karabagh. We pray that
the God-given inalienable right to live freely, as well as justice and truth
would prevail. May the greatly tormented and heroic Armenians of
Karabagh find their peaceful life on their ancestral soil, in a brotherly



good-will and in close cooperation with the neighboring peoples of the
region.

From the 1700 years old luminous Altar of the Mother See of Holy
Etchmiadzin, we ask for you the blessings of God in the Highest to help you
in your important mission on behalf of a continuously peaceful, secure
and prosperous life in the United States. Amen.
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His Holiness Karekin lI's address
to the President of the United States in Washington, DC

Mr. President,

We are deeply moved by your cordial reception and thankful for
the time you have given us from your busy schedule. We thank our
Heavenly Father for guiding us in this 1700t jubilee year of the declaration
of Christianity as the state religion of Armenia to make our first pontifical
visit to the Dioceses of the Armenian Church in the United States.

In all the Armenian Churches that rise from this blessed land and
reach the skies -- those that | have visited as well as those that | shall visit --
| will always pray to God in the Highest. May He bless this mighty country,
namely the United States of America, its President, and its hospitable and
law-abiding people, whom | have come to know over the years, during
my different visits to more than twenty states, including Texas.

On behalf of our people, who are dispersed all over the world, we
once again congratulate you on the occasion of your election to the
highest office of the Presidency.

| have come from Biblical Armenia, the land where Noah's Ark
rested and thus became the second birthplace of mankind. The
Armenian people, after a period of 70 years under Soviet rule, have today
recovered theirindependence and are trying to reorganize their social life
in accordance with the principles of democracy, free enterprise, human
rights and freedom of conscience.

During the decades of atheism and dictatorship, the Armenian
Apostolic Church was persecuted and suppressed ruthlessly. Thousands
of clergymen were exiled, imprisoned and murdered. More than 700
monasteries and churches were destroyed and leveled to the ground.
But our people's trust and faith in God did not vanish. Today, all the efforts
are directed towards restoring what had been desecrated and ravaged.
Let me say that it is not easy to heal the wounds that atheism aggressively



inficted on the human soul and on our public life. God, however, is
Almighty. I am opftimistic and hopeful. | believe that with the help of the
Good Lord the Armenian nation in the homeland, in Nagorno-Karabakh
and in the Diaspora will be able to overcome the present difficulties and
carry on the march of faith in Christ, following the example of their
ancestors. '

Our people always remember that at the beginning of the
twentieth century, during the great Genocide of 1915, the United States
was among the first to extend a helping hand to the massacred
Armenians and to provide under its roof a haven for thousands of
Armenian refugees. Their descendants are now the faithful and
respected citizens of this country, who through their input in American life
are expressing their fathers' and grandfathers' gratitude to America.

Mr. President, on this occasion | wish to express my people's
gratitude to you and to the government and the people of the United
States of America. You have, even in recent times, provided much
assistance to Armenia, presently building a new and free life, so that she
may overcome the consequences of the earthquake of 1988 and the
economic hardships. The Armenians witnessed the philanthropic spirit of
the American people as it was reflected in the tearful gaze of George
Bush Junior, who was visiting Armenia right after the earthquake of 1988.
Our people greatly appreciate particularly the peaceful efforts of the
United States and other peace-loving nations to ensure the safety of the
planet Earth, the home of mankind. We pray that the God-given
inclienable right to live freely, justice and truth may also prevail in the
endeavor to resolve the Mountainous Karabagh's conflict. May the
greatly formented and heroic Armenians of Karabagh find their peaceful
life on their ancestral soil, in a brotherly good-will and in close cooperation
with the neighboring peoples of the region.

From the 1700 years old luminous Altar of the Mother See of Holy
Etchmiadzin, we ask for you the blessings of God in the Highest to help you
in your important mission on behalf of a continuously peaceful, secure
and prosperous life in the United States. Amen.
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