12/23/63

Iilﬂfts OF CENERAL ASSEMBLY MEETING ON DECEMBER EB1ST HELD IN
HOLY RESURRECTION ARMENIAN CHURCH HALL, SOUTH MILWAUKEE, WIS.
53 Memdberes Precent - per list attached

Meeting wes opened by prayer by Rev. G. Kalfayen, and immediately an
acting cheirmen was elected for the evening - Mr, Owegim Yelen jian,
Acting Armenien Secretary - Mr. Nerses Karemenien, and Acting English
Secretary - Mrs, Grace Hedjinian.

Mr. Yelanjian called for minutes of the previous meeting, and it weas
ennounced that none were available. Then he called upon our Pastor,
Rev. Knlfayan for hie report for the year 1963 - which follows:

Four special services were held during Lenten week when
Holy Mass was celebrated.

There were special services held et Christmastime.

We had a guest clergy in our midst on June 16, 1963 when
Father Semerdjian celebreted mess at our Church. Archbishop
Menoogian attended our anniversary celebration and dinner
when at the same time Mr. Shanork Mouradian was honored for
hies long and faithful service to our church serving as our
deacon. Mr. Parsegh Vehradian was made a deacon.

On one Sfunday Father Arsen celebrated Mass at our Church,
and our Pastor on the seme deay celebrated mess at St. George
Armenien Chureh in Waukegan, Ill.

Several months ago, because of poor health, Mr. Shoork
Mouradien resigned from his position es deacon.

Praise was given to Mrs. Mary Ambrookien and Miss Ruth
Keshishian for their devotion by playing the orgem end
directing the choir every Sunday when there was a service.

The following gifte were made during the year:;

4 - gold-plated bible covdrs by Mr. & Mrs. S. Jiveniean
C. Kademian
Mr. Garabed Begdessarien
Yervent Derderian
l - Bishop's staff - gold-plated by Mr. & Mrs. Hatchadoor Keloustien
Mrs. Beatrice Babaian, Cansda
l - God-plated Chalice with €over by Mr. & Mre. Harry Bejakian
2 - Censors by Mr, & Mrs., Parsegh Vahradian
Harold Baylerian
Center picture for the altar - Mr. & Mrs. John Sarien
Side pictures for the altar - Mr. & Mres. Tavit Kaishian &
Mr. Ruepen Hagopien
Altar cloth cover - Mr. & Mre. Nerses Keramanian

White cover Roushan Keayien
Blue cover Anonymous
Candle Snuffer - Mre. Ae. Vehradian

Wall clock for librery -« Knights of Varten, Milwaukee
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Rev., Kelfeyen at this time thanked everyone who has helped during
the year, neming especially Mre. Armenoohi Savagien.

There were 6 baptiems during the year
7?7 deaths (1 in Racine)
He blessed 150 homes
Also, visited all the sick in hospitals

He gave & report on the Keghart and said it hed been issued every
month except during July end August,

He was asked to deliver the invocation at several banquets -
twice for the AGBU and three times for the Knights of Vartanm.

He announced in May he attended the Diocesan convention im Troy,
N.Y. with two delegates from South Milweukee, Mr. H. Bogosian
and Mr., Esahag Haidarien. He was happy to seay that in 1964 the
convention will be in South Milwaukee,

He attended a meeting in Weaukegen, Ill. regarding Armenien School
with Mr. Arshedes Mugerditchien present from the Rast.

He said he had been present at all meetings held by the Ladies ala,
Young Womens Guild, Sunday School, feghart, and Truetees. He
helped and supported all these orgenizations. Lately he has been
working with the Convention Committee, and is working om that

right now,

He gave thanks to Mrs. Rose Bendian for all the letters she typed
and also to Mrs., Grace Hadjinian,

He also praised Mr. Harry Nabedien for a job well done as a Tmustee
end Chairmen. To Mr. Ballian who hes done hie job feithfully, and
to Eseheg Heidarian who lights the candles on the ealtar every Sun-
dey morning. To Heampar Kaishien for his faithful service to the
Keghert for the past 16 moanths, working tirelessly so that the
publication would reach the perishionere on time. Also tuanks to
Mrs. Mery Heiderien, Mrs., Mery Boysjien, Mrs. Agnes Barsemian,

Mrs., Shirley Deadien, and Mrs., Grece Had¢jinien who mkmx worked
devotedly on the Keghart.,

On Sundsy School he thanked all the teachers for their devotion
to their job, but thet we needed teachers badly, and we should
encourage them all that we can,

fev., Kalfayan recommended these six things:

l - Orgenize an Armenian School in thies community
2 - Need help for Sunday School
3 - Improve church menners - Attend church faithfully -
Choir attend preactice
4 O People in thie community have not been attending functions

and support them. We should keep in mind that we need
more affaires - not only money-making dbut for these three
reasons - sociel, spiritueal, educational
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5 - Need to organize and support en ACYOA Chapter. Rev,
Kalfeyan said our today's youth are tomorrow's members.
6 - His thanks to all the memdbers. He asked for everyone
to prey for him, end he for us so that Cod will anelp us.

Report from the Parish Council wes givea by Cheirmen, Mr. Harry Nebedien.

He explained the budget that had been set up for 1963 waes Leld pretty
close; in fact, surprisdfgly close. FHe said our income was good. In
1963, the first year of our pledge system in which the minimum wase $1.00
per week, our pledges were to equal $4700, but only $2700 was collected.
However, the plate collections made up for the loss. He said they have
been meiling out bdills ¢t~ tLose who were behind in their pledge envelopes.
He made it clear that everyone had given something againet tue pledge
system., He explained thet the pledge must Come from the heart, and he
asked for severel months to ellow those who had not paid to cateh up.

He estimeted that 50% of the parishioners were up-to-date on their en-
velopes, However, as has happened in the past, some give 10 or 20
envelopes at a time, and he egaia easked for more time.

Mrs. Helen Barsamian suggested that we check into the matter of delinquent
envelopes et leest every six months. At this time, Armen Bendien ex-
pleined thet many of our people were retired end could not keep up the
£100 weekly. Harry Nabedian claimed thet some give §2.00 end some give
80¢. The Acting Chairmen, Mr. Yelanjien closed the discussion stating
that those who were late with their envelopes would be given & chance to
cateh upe.

Mrs. Marge Kademien asked if a better system could be used for stemping
the date on the envelopes, as now they ere Jan - lst week, 2nd week, etc.
Harry Nebedien explained that there were 52 envelopes in eech box, and

it was up to the individusl to pay them as he sees fit. Armen Bendian
said it wes the obligation of every momber to pay $52.00 per yeer, plus
£30.00 for @ married couple for their dues, and suggested that everyone's
conscience by their guide,

Mr. Nabedian said thet during the year, sidewalks were laid, the bdbullding
was peinted, pictures for the altar started, He also made it clear that

he felt no one hed the right to expect the Trustees to deliver announce-
ments to the homes personally upon the deati of omne of the parishioners.

He explained thet he was put under pressure for this reason. He said

thet when it was physically possible upon the death of a member to make

up en announcement end mail it out in time for the funerel it will be

done. WMr. Yelanjien said thet for 40 years the announcements have been

going out, and eech and every member who is called upon to help should do so.

Another point Harry brought up was in the cese of some members, the Trustees
were expected ¢0 handle all affeirs for the funeral. He felt it wes up

to the family to do this. Rev, Ka)lfayan stated that he wanted it made

known that e family's first obligetion is to call the priest, end then

meke arrangements at the funerel home. Trustees have nothing to do with

it, The family is responsible.

Herry said he had been criticized beceuse of not visiting the sick in
the hospitals. He wented to meke it known thet we have & Visiting Committee,
and no one is neglected if they are notified.
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He explained the femily should alwaye call Der Hayr at the time of
entering the hospital. In fact, when the doctor is called, Der Hayr
should be called at the same time,

Ladies Aid Report

There were two dinners given end & bake sale. Miss Nemzar Kaprelisesn
reported §1055.05 in their checking account.

Young Womens Guild

Mrs., Kay Kademian expleined she wa® unawere that a report was to be
given, dbut will submit one later.

Sundey Sch
Mrs. Orace Hedjinien said §294.68 was received from the offering envelopes,

and the dinner given et Thanksgiving time netted §106.17, total income
§400.85., Expenses listed were

Books - supplies 140.40
Mother's Day flowers 21.10
Hye Camp, Waukegan 25.00
Ice crem social 2.84 (Opening dey of Sandey School)

Communion Breakfast alggg (West Allis children guests - 'aster)
210.7
Total profit 190.12
Cemete Co ttee

Mr. Mihran Heyalien said there were 6 burials during the year, and thelir
balance stands at $600.00.

LEOEART (Bulletin)

¥Mrs. Shirley Dadien said the belence in the checkbook was §65.00.

Election of new Trustees took place next. Those terminating are Harry
Nebedian, Terted Tertadian, Ksay isayian, Joe ighbashian. TuLose remaining
are Kerope Balien, Avek Yenudunian, Armen Badien. KEsehag Haildarien made

e motion that there be ll members on the Board., Armen Bendian suggested
that out of these 1ll, two of them be women., Motion was mede and seconded
thet there be 1]l membders on the board, all men. Parsegh Vahradian
seconded {t.

Follovwing were the naemes suggested:

Kaiser Boyajian Ronald Lewis

Al Hayelien George Schwabe
Meyer Jandegian John Tertadian
Sam Keishian Nerses Kearemenjien
Mike Jandegian Parsegh Vahraedien
Geo Keprelian Herold Peylerien
Harry FKerian John Serien
Elliot Kaishian Charley Kademian

Arsheg Savagian Alex Balien
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out of these nominees, there will be a cheirmean, vice-cheirmen, treasurer,
agssistent treeasurer, secretary, end advisors. Barse moved the nominating
be cloeed, and Eseheg seconded it., The meeting went on while votes were
being counted.

The Auditing Committee reported that they had audited the Treasurer's
Books and found them to be in order, the records being neat and correct.
Nominations were open for Auditing Committee. Hev, Kalfayen made a motion
that the three that were alresady on the committee remain on for another
year, This was seconded by John Sarien. They ere Mary Heiderien, Grsce
Hadjinian, Nerses Karamanian.

Next Armen Bendian gave the treasurer's report from Jenuary 1962 thru
November 1862 per atteached, The only item questioned wes the telephone
bill, but after explanation, it was agreed thaet the amount wes not ex-
cegsive, The idea of a box next to the phone was not approved.

Next on the agenda wes whether the perishioners wanted a full-time priest.
Der Heyr said the only issue ot hand wee whether to maintein a full-time
priest or not. After thet it was up to the Archbishop to decide if he
would allow Der Hayr to remeain. Herry Nebedian stated he felt wages
should be discussed firet. Der Heyr felt they should decide firet and
then go on from that point.,

Nezear Balian esked if the priest would be trensferred every five years,
or if he would remain indefinitely. Der Hayr saild thet would be up to
the Diocese. The original by-laws did state 5 years, but thet was
obsolete now. Harry stated the West Allis congregation hed voted for
a full-time priest end they had informed the Primate of this. There
was no date involved, but they wanted this as soon es possible. West
Allis hed a meeting with the Parish Council of South Milweukee, and

the latter promised to bring the matter up to the general assembly,

and that the finel decision was contingent upon the assembly. Armen
Pendien reminded the members thet they should weigh all eadventages and
disedvantages. Namely to our advantage would be church services every Sundey,

Henry Ambrookian mede a motion thet the South Milwaukee Parish meinteain

e full-time priest. Grace Had jinien seconded it. Much discussion followed,
and Lorreine Nabedien reminded everyone thet this was the time to voice
their opinion eand not later when it hed beer voted upon. A vote taken
shoed 38 ayes, carrying the motion.

Rev., Kalfayen wes agein confronted adbout the neame of the Church. He re-
minded everyone thet there was not a chenge but that for 40 years she
name had been used incorrectly. He ageain expleined the trenslation from
Armenian to 'nglish which correctly would be Soorp Heroutune -« Holy Re-
surrection. He seid there would be no resson for our Church to be any
different ‘rom eny other Chureh in the Diccese., Harry Nebedien esked

if we needed to use Armenien Apostolic, end Rev., Kelfayen said yes.

Mary Ambrookian asked why the Archbishop hed not correctly chenged the
neme 2t the time of the Church's consecration. Der Hayr answered that
he consecrated the Church in Armenien, Soorp Heroutune.

Voting results were teabulated as follows:
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Persegh Vahredien 42 John Tertedien &l
John Sarien 40 Geo Kaprelien 20
Kaiser Boyejian 37 geo Schwabe 19
Herry Karien 34 Meyer Jandegian 17
Charley FKademian 31 Arshag Savagian 17
Al Hayalian 29 Alex Balisan 16
Sam Kaishien 26 Mike Jendegian 16
Nersee Xaramenien 25 Ronnie Lewis 15
Herold Baylerisn 24 Eghie Kaishian &

Mr. Kersmenien immediately declined, but Der Hayr asked him to please
reconsider, and let him know later.

The budget was discussed for 1964. Nothing definite was decided upon.
At thie point, Der Hayr apologized for becoming angered et one point in
the meeting, and Art Barsamien seid he had every right to be outraged

end that people should recognize thet they are talking to a clergy at
all times.

Der Hayr made & request for donations for flowers for the Alter.

Meeting was adjourned with a prayer by Rev, Kalfayan.
Respectfully submitted,

Grace Hadjinian, Acting Secretary



