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~~.~~ ._.,. ; ···:.·_ <. c_ :~-Dioc'ESA1( DELEGATES' ·.-REPORT··~~ . ·-

The 8)rd annual.Diocesan Assembly was.held on May 2-4,· 1985 at the 
Church of tbe-'Ho~y ~Iartyrs·-,in Baysicie~ New York. One hundred and 
th"irty- se:ven delegates had registered by tb·e morning· of :Nay· 4,. with . . · 
clergym§ln accounting for ~bout one":"'third of t)lose present. Represent
ing St. Mary•s,were Rev. Vertanes Kalayjianand its:·:two diocesan 
·delegates, Edward Onanian ·and Dr •. Ob,annes Sahakian. · . 

'Dr. Derin.is .Papazian~ and Dr~- Raffi Hovanessian were -elected Assembly::·.·: 
chairman and ·vice-chairrnan, respectively •. Dr. Gard''Garibian·was . : ' 
elected Enelish secretary·~ In the absence of nominees for :the pos·t 
of Armenian secretary, it was· agreed that the minutes would be kept 
in English and tr~n~lated in~o _Armeni~n by the Diocesan staff. 

Ac-tions 'taken· during the business se·ssions are des·cribed briefly-
below. _, · · · 

··. \ 
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Proposals.. The Assembly _approved proposals 'calling for {"1). tne ·-- . 
appointment by the Primate of representatives to serve as ·liaisons · " · 
between the Diocese ·and parishes without full-time clergy;.-(2) the 
inclusion · in each·. regional erouping of a parish with at least two . 
elected;delegates;. and (3) financial ($1,000), educational~ ·and.:·· ·, ... 
religious :~upport for the Hye Camp·_ Summer·Pro·ject in Wisconsin.-·.·;:.: 

- ~ . . ·. . . ,. . .. . ' . 
• . ..l. ~· ·~ • 

A proposal by ·pur parish to reorgailize the ,W~men 1 s ·Guilds of. :.the -.· ··· .~' .-: ~ 
Dioc.ese·;wi:th .an. elected central- council was.~:defeated when presented. 
Howeve;t>.,: the Ass.em)lly later· ae;r~-ed· to' reconsider·. the proposal·; at:l: p. ·r;· 
which time it \'!aS tablea. · ·· .. .· · · · · · ;. :·:-r:~;i·.:·: 
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By-laws·;, · For the· second time, the Assembly· approved changes in 
Article 62 (pertaining to the filling of vacancies on the Diocesan 
Council) and Article 97 · (dealing wi-th the rights of the Diocesan 
Council . .and the.Dioces~n Board.of Trustees with regard to the sale 
of real property)·. These amendments were 'then forwarded to the 

- Vehapar for approval. · 
' . 

Approved for the first time 1t1as an amendment to Article 97 which 
-corrects a deficienyy pertaining to the authority of the Armenian 

Church Endowment Fund to sell real property. 

Elections·. -There were eight positions· to be filled on the Diocesan 
Council. Elected to the lay positions were: Sarkis Bedevian*, Dan 
Dorian*, Zarvin Kasparian*, .hrthur r~ardigian, and Edward Onanian*; . 
Mr. Kaspari~n will serve a two-year term, while th~ others will serve 
for four years. Elected to the clergy positions were Rev. Karekin 

. Kasparian*, Very Rev. Ghevont Samoorian, and Very Rev. Baret Yeretz
< ian; Fr. Samoorian will serve for two years, while the others will 

serve four-year terms. (Asterisks indicate incumbents.) 
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Elected to a·ten-year te~m-on the Diocesan 
G·eorge Nekenian. It bear·~ noting that ·.Col. 
member of the Board of· Trustees-•.. . . 

.• ; • t\:-
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Bo~~d bf Trustees~was 
George Jl,l;s}cai.ian' 'is a 

Financial .... ·A·':Di6ces.an 1rud.get- 'a:r:·$1~648-m.illion was approved· for 1985 .. · _·: 
and. one ~f :S1~~906 million for. 1'986•· :These b1ldg_ets·Included.about a
thr_e~, ... p.erci:mt·· incr.ease .in· the a~ount· ·o·:r· revenue derived from parish 
dues. Hare. thtm a_.third of the ·budgetary increase between 1985: and. - .· 
1986 is to finance work. on 'the· Sunday'· School curriculum project. · -~ 

: ... . . ', ,. . . ' ·. . . . .... 

Reports~.:. Jf'oii9:wing ,a ,.presentation on the p~oposed- High Rise- projec·t~:-·· 
the A:?sembly ·approved a motion that the ComP1i ttee·:;uco·ntinue its work --.;: 
in inv_es,"t.ie;atit?g th·e feasibility:. of the-· Hie;h Ri·se,.Pro·j ect on ·.the .. --·.- ·. · 
Diocesan [;round .and report l)a,Ck to the following Assembly.",. · 

. . , ' ·I . . , 

In presenting the Unity ·comrr~i ftee report, Edward Cha.pian e~plained \b~t 
no real proe;ress was made during the past year. The Assembly approved 
the Committee's recomm-endation ·that it be·.authorized "at its ,discretion 
to continue discussions and writing· By-laws '~i th our col.mterparts _as: 
soon as the Prelacy Unity Committee is empowered to ·do so,- to extend 
any and .al~ Guideline deadlines without ··date, ·,and 'to. report .to: the. ; ._:_. ·i. 
next Diqc~s~ri _..f\.ssembly·." · .' · .. : .. · _ '.. . · ... :. : ..... - '> )~· :.- :· ·: .· ::· ·-; 

In athe~ .a~tians, the Assembiy approved -the tran.f?·~.itt~l:-:6f.~a·:·.i~.t-te~>.- .... 
to 'President 'Reagan urging. his support of. Congressional-respl~tio!l.S::.· .. __ 
pertA.ining '·to the ·genocide· and' to the-. Preside~!- of· Turkey .. urging_:. that_..:::. 
he gran~ :am:r:tes~y to. Fr •. :Hanu.el Yergatian. ;. }!, · · · · · 

• • ':. .. •• . I •. •, 7'·, : • '' ·, • ·. ' ·_. \,::;;.;:.'7 . .-t\ . . ~." .·. • • ', ,:= ·,.,_ • 

The :1986. Dic?'ce·s~n: Assembly \'lill be held at:.' the··- St~ ··-Nes~ob Chu.'J:;_ch. an;< . 
Racine, \Viscorisfn. One·· of. the-: 'principal·· .agenda i terns. will b~ tn~ ·_:.>." •.. 
election for DiocesanPrimate. · · ·.· ,_,. -.. > -~.:·:~~~:· 
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'~. Respectfully submit::t;ed, . 
:: -~~ · .. ·;. . : ·~- -.. .• r ~ ~.. - ~--~ . . ····-~·- ... ·-~·:-·_: __ -.:-~J· .> 

·· ,·.. ._ ..• ·:i:-'·' _ Edward .. Onanian ._· · ._, .j.- ··, 
.. -: Dr .• :Ohannes Sahak.ian· .. · ·:._ 
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