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Ht. Grace Archbi~hop Khajag Barsamian 
The R~pre. <::nlat t\'eS of the Ann Arbor Arrue11ian Religi ') s 
Communi tv 
Stalus of the Ann Arbor Armenian Cornmunity 
April 30 . 199 ~~ 

The purpose vf thi : lt:tter is to proYide a fot·mal reporting of the ;;l<.:ti vlt ies of the 
Ann A1·bor Armenian Community to Your Grace and tr, extend an offe r to meet 
with the re pre:;entati,·es of the Ann Arbor Community during· Your upcoming Ma y 
vi ~ it to Michigan . 

Du ring the past . ear Ann Arbor Armenian connnuntty memhers gat hered, 
informally c.H first, t(l discuss the community's spiritual need::; _ After prayerful 
consi de ration tt v.-a ~ democraticallv deciJ~:d that we wanted to work to wards the 
<.T~ e:'l.ti o n of an Armenian Apostoli c· Orthodox Chul'c:h he re _ In Septem ber of 19 92 
Arr!len Asherian, ,John Kazanjian, Steven Mangigian , and .John Merigian were 
chosen a s a council to represent the group . 

In November the four of u~ met with Fr. Paren r.o di~cus~ the desires of the 
c-c_mlmunity . We expressed ou r desirt: to have regular sen·i<:es in Ann Arbor. To 
make sur~ th a t our activity ·ere well within the teachings of the Armenian 
Church we submit ourselves o the aut.hor itv of the Church b" way of Fr. Pare n's 
spiritual authorit,v as pastor of St. ,John's . Fr. Paren enthusia:st.icaily endorsed the 
project , recognizE::d the four of us as representatt ves , ec'l.nd provided litu rgical ,-obes. 
He mdicat ;·d that he would prt?~t:nt our desires to both Your Grace a nd to the St. 
,J ohn '!, Pat·i sh Council. Fr. Pa ren had alsn hoped to ·isit out· <.:ommunity once a 
m onth to providE:> Hol_v Communion, howeYer he la ter informed us t.ha t it wa~ not 
poss ible . 

Since th is medmg we haYe held prayt:r services l taken from the Divi ne Liturgy 1 
on the fir:t a nd third Sundav of everv month . Our services have been attended by 
groups of 16 to 25 peopk. w have also l)rayed requiem services for th~ father of 
two s i ~. ters from 8, ku . for the mother o ·another woman from Baku , and for the 
victim :; of the ··umgait.e Mas.-acre. Deacon Michael Ohanesian has bee n helping u ~ . 
a nd \·isit ing neec.i,v families We have also , tarted a practice of having "general 
Ch ristian fe llowsl1ip meetings" on designated \Vednesdays . Since our meeting with 
Fr . Panm. John l\1erigian had to resign from his position due to a work r·elocation 
in Texas . Howev~r, we three council members still continue to meet regularly to 
a dvance the community's needs . 

ft is our wi ~h to maintain good, close ties with our Diocese and with ,vou . \\'e hope 
t hat th b work will s trengtht>n the greater Ar111enian community and will act a s a 
Inodel \Vhi : h can be used in othe r A1·ownia n cornmunities. Our phone numbers are 
pro\·ided if you wish to meet or contact us . 
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Sincerely. 

;") J IL/JZ-
Annen Asherian 
(3l :fl 74 7- .3 49 

5¥h~ u 1~13 ) 6nG-2G64 

4£_._U~-~~-
Steven Mangigian 
(313 ) 426-3404 


