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Archbishop Khajag Barsamian, P1·imate 

l85Sl snow 
Dearborn, Michigan 48124 
December 31, 1996 

Diocese of the Armenian Church, Eastern Diocese 
630 second Avenue 
New York, New York 10016 

Your Grace: 

The following is the brief month report for December. 
Fr. Nersess visited both Ann Arbor and Lansing communities with 
me. His coverage o~ issues provided both substantial and 
thought-provokinq elements. Grand Rapids did not attend and 
requ11·es fm·ther study into how to motivate them. 

Fr. 011·an and I: met and did set up a schedule of Badarak services 
tor next year. The councils have recEdved the schedules and Will 
inco1·porate the information into publications. 

I am also coordinatinq soccer matches between youth of both 
cbmmuniti~~. Although not a religious activity, it qives people 
a chance to meet and myself a chance to have interaction with new 
1nd1viduals-~details to follow ... 

ANN ARBOR: 
1) conducted Jashou services first and third Sundays. I pr<,V1ded 
t·eserve sacrament 111 context of Jashou s~rvice. November. 

2) The sunday school students are pt·eparing to do a Christmas 
play in conjunction with Armenian Christmas on January 5 in plact­
of a s~rmon to give some chance for interaction between people in 
the cc•rnmun1 ty. 

3) Shahin Uzuncan continues to support me at the altars of both 
communities. He looks forward to coming to St. Nersess next 
sprinq~ when altar server's traininq convenes. 

4) We continue to study land and location feasibilities. One 
important step, thanks to Fr. Ne1·sess • input to me, is I have met 
with the Greek Orthodox priest in Ann Arbor; and I am pursuing 
the possibility of utilizing the sanctuary for services and 
classroom for the children. our chairman has sent a l~tter of 
intent to their community that opens the door for Further 
discussion--we might be able to start there in March if all go~~ 
well. The church complex will be up for sale perhaps in four 
years. and we might be good candidates by forming good 
relationships with the Gt·eek comm1mity. Details to follow ... 

5) The response to pledge zmd dues m£-mbE.-rship has been movtng 
very swiftly. The tesulte thusfa1· indicate a good tm·nout. .1Cihl\ 
Ohahi~n is p~~parinq for a raffl~ (round-trip ticket to Armenia}. 
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6) Richard Berberian has been appointed as liaison for youth. I 
will be trying to set up visitations to the youth at the 
university with Richard. 

A dance together with the students is beino planned for the 
first half of '97. 

Lat1sing: 
1) S~fVides f6t t~i~~ i month is being discussed, instead of once 
a mcnth. 

2)our sund4y school ~ontifities to meet. Shakeh found relig1ous 
puzzles for the childl"en. to be- giVen out. on At-menian Chri~tmas. 
By buying in mass de-mand, we got ~0'.; taken off of the ltems. She 
plans on distributinq about 46 gifts. 

3) The deacon's training has been completed. Larry Nisban and 
Grant Sarkisian continue to practice on their own. Both express 
interest in going to St. Nersess next spring. That makes tht'Qii\ 
new faces for st. Nersessl 

4) A pledoe system has been set up so that we can facilitate 
better our stewardship goals. The Chairman, Genadiy. has 
1nd1cat~d to me that the initial respons~ has been gratifying and 
prom1s1nq--the imiqrants are beginning to understand and show 
some hope. 

5) A Jashou service and dinner/program is being prepared for 
celebration of Armenian Cht·istmas on Januat·y S. The pro9ram is 
"Sold out"--we have 250 people coming, 15 from Ann Atbor. If all 
goes well, Lansing will rent a bigger hall for next year. It will 
be a very full day 011 January 5 for me--morning 111 Ann Arbor and 
afternoon in Lansing. 

Special note: Much effort was taken on Fr. Nersess' part, Ani, 
and myself to find a priest for Armenian Christmas. We did not 
succeed. Please, your Grace, take into account that I am here 
and ready and willing to take the next ordination step. Not only 
my desire but the absolute need exists to provide me with the 
tools for complE-te pastoral support in these communities. Ani 
found that none of the clergy along the east coast were either 
available noi.· willing to take on the task of coming out h(.lre. We 
had b~en trying sine~ Thanks~iVinU t6 locite someone--and I was 
willing to bed the priest in our home and of tour~e tr~nspbrt 
him. Now, Easter is cominq--what shall we do? 

May th@ N~w Year bring you all of the joy that comes from our 
Lord's messaqe of b1rth--Krisdos Dznnav yev Haydnetzav ... Tzez yev 
Mez MidZ Avedis ... 
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Prayerfully submitted, 

-w ) 11 ~tt J.c.. ..J'f1' ~11- o£f1Jw.L 
Deacon Michael Ohanesian 
Deaeon•in•Charqe, "'"n 1\rbor/Lanaitlg 


