
ONSF,CRATION OF THE HOLY TRINITY ARMENIAN CHURCH OF TORONTO 

DAY, DECEMBER 9, 1973 



1Jn ilemoriam 

THIS MEMORIAL IS DEDICATED 

TO ALL THOSE WHO, HAVING OFFERED 

THEIR FINANCIAL, MORAL AND PHYSICAL SUPPORT 

TO THEIR CHURCH AND COMMUNITY, 

ARE NOW IN ETERNAL PEACE. 

MAY THEIR MEMORY BE BLESSED FOREVER. 



HIS HOLINESS V ASKEN I 
Supreme Patriarch and Catholicos of All Armenians 



DIOCESE OF THE ARM ENIAN CHURCH OF AMERICA, 630 SECOND AVENUE, NEW YORK, N. Y. 10016 • 212·MU 6·0710 

BISHOP TORKOM MANOOGIAN, PR IMATE 

U~U~vnr~ UrPU~Uvn wOUPC 
~orov~nan u. arrnr~nn~nnv c4c1cBnna 4UUUBvPnv 

4wJ ~wl1wu wnwpf!un t{rJbwtfp b~brz bgf!'i.ib(l ~l! ~w'i.Jqubgub'i.Jp t.!'f!wuf!u UJwzmbt n L 
qUuwnLWO bt tfb(l awnWjnL{rJf!LUU f! UU[WU ~Ub[nL dnrzn~nL(I~/! )n qbtn(l [nLUW­
Ln(lnL{rJbw'i.J 1wtfwr: Uju pw(ld(l UU[WUIW~n~, wu~t puwu wwrf! wnwg, ~wqtfntbgwt 
uwbL ~O(IOU{rJnJf! u. D(l(ln(l~nL{rJf!Lu b~brzbgLnJ tfb(l 1wt.!'WjU[2[!, nr ~[19WL rr 
UIW(Ibq(lnL{rJbw'i.Jg t.f'tg W(ldW'i.JWq(lb( q'i.Jw)WUib[f! /!(IWqn(IOnLt.f'Ub(l: 

2bnuwr~nt[rJbwu U[! UIW(Ib~w[ldf! uznLU[! wn)WUW(IW~ ~'l!LLWJ wnf![rJ U[! nL(IW­
~nt[rJbwu bL )WUW(IWUinLnL{rJbwu: DL (~Wj nL(IW~WUW[nL )wtfwr WLbtf! tfba wnwud­
uwzunr1nttf t.!'[!, pwu f!rw~wuwgnLU[! pwrf! qnraf! U[!, nrnLU 1f!t.!'Uw~wu UU[WUIW~[! 
~'l!LLWJ ~wnwpw'i.ibt Uuwntwo bt W[l~f!tuwLn(l JWJWwqf!(l'iib(l JOqntw wqqwjf!'i.i pwr­
qwtwatfwu bt t.!'zw~nL{rJWJf!U W(ldtp'i.ib(lnL UIW(IWOUWU: 

$np[lw{rJf!L t(l ~O(IOU{rJnJf! Un(IW~wqtf )WUWJU[2[! 1 bL WJ~ U[WmawnwL UW~WL 
tf!'i.J )WLWmwgbW[Ub(l[! 1 f!WJ9 qwrznt{rJf!'i.J )bwq)bwt wanttfn~ qqw[f!O[ItU pwqtfwgw'i.J 
U[Wzwwtfntupf!u tfwu'i.Jw~gnrz'i.ib(IU nL qn[IOb(l ~W[IqWLn(lnrz'i.ib(l[!: VnLf![lntt.!'f! bt uw­
~wudw~'i.i~(lnL{rJbwu qf!ww~f!g )nqf!'i.Jb(lnL z'i.in[11 f!L )WUWJU[2[! qO[IW9WL tfb(l )Wj(lb­
(lt'i.i dwnwuqntwa )wLwwpn~ bt qbrzbgf!~ WLWU~nL{rJf!Luubrn~ nL ~W(IdWL wz~njd 
tfwuuf!~l! tfb(l f!V~wrdw~ (rJbt.!'f!u: 

U(I~W(IbL u. D(l(ln(l~nL{rJf!Lu 4WJ9• c~brzbgLnj qwLW~Ub(l[! ~b) UU[WUIW~f!u 
~WUIW(IUWU )WUW(I /!(lb'i.Jg UIW(IWO jW(IWUibL wz~www'i.Jpn~ zw1bgw'i.J qn)nLUW~nt{rJbw'i.J 
bt g'i.Jant{rJbw'i.J /!(IWLnLU[2[! 1 bL qn[IOnL'i.Jtnt{rJbw'i.J mf!UJW(IUb(l )w'i.J~f!uwgw'i.J w'i.Jn'i.Jg, 
n(lnU[2 UJ/!UI/! qw'i.J UUIWUd'i.Jb[nL qn(IOOU ~b(lb(l b~brzbgw~WU bt wqqwjf!U ~bw'i.Jpt'i.J 
'i.Jb(IU: 

lfb(l t.!'wrz[rJwupu t nr UuwnLOnj O(I)UnL{rJf!LU[! WUU[W~WU t.!'UWJ ~O(IO'i.ifrJnJf! 
tfb(l )WUWj'i.Jpf! qwLW~Ub(lnLU ~(IWJtu, bt )nqbtn(l )n~f!L nL a~w~w'i.J fun(l)nL(I~ 1 
qn[IOOU UW(It.!'f!u'i.ib(lnL wgw~gnt{rJbwtfp ~W(Ib'i.iwu wnwLb[ btu awrz~nLu U[W1b[ 1n­
qbtn(l1 t.!'zw~ntfrJwJf!'i.i, ~rfrJw~w'i.J bt c'i.J~brwJf!'i.i ~bwupc 1wtfwJ'i.ipf!u tftg: 

VnJ• 1, 1978 



HIS EMINENCE ARCHBISHOP TORKOM MANOOGIAN 
Primate of the Armenian Apostolic Church of North America 
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DIOCESE OF THE ARMENIAN CHURCH OF AMERICA, 630 SECOND AVENUE, NEW YORK, N. Y. 10016 212 686·0710 

ARCHBISHOP TORKOM MANOOGIAN, PRIMATE 

PRIMATE'S MESSAGE 

We build our churches to serve God and our people. Twenty years ago the 
Holy Trinity parish organized its church community for just this purpose, 
and for twenty years it has accomplished it admirably. 

Anniversaries are a time of rejoicing; they are also a time of r eckoning. 
And there is no joy greater than a good purpose fulfilled, and service rendered 
to God and to our fellow man. 

The Holy Trinity parish of Toronto was small when it started, just as its 
community was small; it grew as the community grew. And more significantly, 
it proved itself to be an essential factor in that growth. 

For this you can rejoice. 

Your community has been virtually transformed in the score of years since 
the founding of your Church, becoming a vital and vigorous part of our great 
Diocese, strengthening the faith of our fathers, and the heritage we hold so 
dear. 

For this too you can rejoice. 

And for the work you have done, and the purposes you have served, we commend 
you. It is an example all our people can follow with profit. It is an example 
in which all of us can rejoice. 

May the Lord bless you for your service in His cause. 

~-~~~If(~ 
ARCHBISHOP TORKOM MANOOGIAN 



VERY REV. JTRAYR TASHJIAN 
PASTOR 
Since 1961 

Former V isiting Clergymen 
R ev. Khoren M amigonian 

1945-1954 
V ery R ev. Vasken Tatoyan 

1956-1961 

• 



tu ou.P. crutusuq.nsnn~cuv c/1 nn1usn 

Uubr[14wJf1 4wJng UnwEvnrqnL@bwu Snqb Lnf1 Sm/_wVN1u ww4 iJLn~ nL iJw~L1n~ 
~nrn'u@nSwJ SwifwJ'Up[!, WJU O(I, brw[uwwq[twwltwu [unrnLVLt qqwgnLum/_, uftrml bL 
JW('qw'upnt/_ Ll[! wo'uwL[WillW('t [1(' wVq(lw'u{tl[ bL[b~bgLnj' un/1N~ crrnr~n/1~n/1v 4UBUU­
SU'ucU88 cl.J/j''J,cB/1nB obuw'u puw'ub(ln('q mwrtb~w[1d[!, pwgwnft4 ~ wu~ [tun L@bwt.f'p: 

.P.uwu mw[1/J'llb(l wnwE, q,npf1w{rJf1 L SwJ br, pnv {l utwrwq('n Lwb ftrb'ug p'uwz[uw(' S['t 
oE w[u'ub(ltu L7L WU[Wuwwu qwwiJ 9·w'uwwwJf1 WJU S[1L[1[! 'll4wL wtftb(l[!, mbu['l[[l{! bL q{l­
ww4gnL@{ILU[! nLubgwu {lp(lbL {l(lbu g wqqwj{IU qnJnL@bwu 4nnLWU bL wqqw4 , ftl­
(lbL [t(lbug 4f' ouw4wv bL wq qwJft'u {lw t wLftu ~n[1Sr~wu[tz ' 4wJwuwwubwJ g Unwpb [w-
4wu u. b4b~bg[t, 4wquwl[b(lll[b[nL ftrbug L[(I O'u w4wu bL wqqwj{1U 4btu'llp[!, uf1wlllb~ 
LbnLb[nL U(ltnwq{t 'u U[WJ[lW('{1 if[!, wu[w'im[bLnL Swtf'wr tl'wz L7LnL L7L nLbwgnLufl '-l.c­
mwuqf1u bu@wl[WJ qwLft fl UL1(1t1LUq 'uL7[1nL q nj11 L[i1{11 U[!, 'iWJ wq qwj{'t 'll wnn~ E ULfW(IW­
qftrc 11/.W'ib[nL UIJIW )nq nL@bwifp: 

U[1rJ:W[1bL, wz fuw(l'i/1 WJU bWJ('WUWu[l'u '-/.('WJ 'iWJI1L z [tuw[1W(' dbnpn'-/. l[wnnLg­
LWb 'iWJ 'iw LW111p{1 b L wqqwj f1U uw{uw'udw{uU~[111 L@bw1t Wj U IJ'zwuE buw4w'u 4n@l1~[!, 

4buqwu{1 '-1.4wJnL@{ILuu t qwJu 4wnnLgn~ ub[1nLuq[1u WJU '-lrtd[lu, 11(1 q{lwgwL, 
WJU OUIW('I1L@bwu utE U{l('lllrl'-[ 4WU[11Lf1L {I(' bl[b~bgb/1U 'ibm, 11(1U[tU q{l 4tu(lbUWJ 
0(1 U[! 'iw[bg'ubt (111[11(' mlww4{1 ump{l uwn'unL@/1LUUb(l[! U11/ll WJI1 U('lii{1V UIWJ;!I1L­
@b'ut 'u: 

Uvnup b~pWj(IWUW[11'-/. {1('W(II1L 'i bw, wultb~/) bL wuuw[uWU[wzwr 11Q{I11'-[ , b4b­
~bgwu{1(111L@fn1t[! 'u4wwbgf1u 'iwqr1Lwqf1LU1 q[lwwl[gwltw'u 4tu('l1~nL@{IL1t if[!, 11U?_~wltb 

4wu111Lb[11L q.L7rwqnJu l7wlllw(lbLnL@bw'u ' UuwnLbnJ, /1rbug u{1[1U'[! LbgnLg{1V w'ubftr 
wbulw1t p'llb(ll1'-/. bL tftwt{1wpvbrl1'-/., bL wrmwJWJmbtl1'-/. bL qnrbw~rbtn'-1. qwvnup, 'i wu­
~[wwgwv urpwqw'u SwU'b[1wz [unL@bw'u, 'iwVqnL[Idn~nL@bwu bL 'iwuwqn(lbWLtgnL@bwv 
0(1 {1Utu4bLft qw~nL{rJ tf'[! q.WVWIIIWJ/1 WJU 'i{1Lf1C'llL[W[ 'in~{l'u '-/.('WJ : 

Uu11ug 4bf'mwb 'iwLwmp[1 u[1rnJ ub~w1t{lu wnEbL J'bup bLU b~pwJ('wgwb {1[1W­
(111L Sbw, 11L~mbup '-/.brwV11(1nqbL bL '-/.b[1wUn(ll1qnL{IL wvnug LI1JU mbuf1Lpn'-[, 11-

rnvg wrbwv bL Vw'iwmwl[11L@bw1J dwnw'uqnrq qwLw4Vbru bvp fli1[11[1U, wnwLb[W­
qnjU bnwuqnL/_ , q[1mwl(gl1 L@bwup b L uwuw LWU b11_f!WJ rw4wu U{l[ln'-/. wztuwmb L n L 4w­
jWUUIWVbWJ9 UnwpbLw4w'u U. b4b~bgLnJ pwrqwLw"Ciuwu bL Uuwi1Lbi1J JWL{1wbuwltwV 
tftwnp[1V Swtf'w(': 

~b4wbupb(l 9, 1 978 
fUon[111V@o, q.wuwmw 

~nruar ~r~ . ~u&acuv 

4n q bLn(' 4m/_{IL 
U, 0(1(111('qnL@{ILV 4WJ9• G4b~bgLnJ 



WORDS OF GRATITUDE AND REDEDICATION 

The Armenian community of Toronto, which has flouri·shed under the 

spiritual guidance of the Diocese of the Armenian Church in America, is 

celebrating with love and devotion the twentieth anniversary of the con ecration 

of the Armenian Holy Trinity Church in Toronto. Some twenty years ago a small 

group of immigrants, uprooted from their ancestral homeland, found haven on 

these hospitable hores of Canada. They had both the vision and determination to 

cstabli h an Armenian Apostolic Church to serve as a symbol of their national 

and spi ritual identity and by which they could preserve the character of the 

Armenian national heritage for forthcoming generations. 

Today this monument of our Armenian national faith is Li ving testimony of 

the spirit of those uprooted who, despite great tragedy and tribul ations, did not Jose 

their zeal for their House of Faith. From the outset they considered Jove and 

dedication to the Armenian Church to be a unique and rare experience on 

which to organize their parochial life. 

Our present generation today, with resolute devotion , is renewing their 

commitment and pledge to the national and spiritual heritage of their ancestors, 

which is to further the cause of the Armenian people and the Armenian Church, 

for the eternal glory of God. 

December 9, 1973 

Toronto, Canada. 

JIRA YR V ART ABED TASHJIAN 

Pastor of 

Holy Trinity Armenian Church of Toronto 

• 



MR. GARABED BENLIAN 
1892-1960 

born in Ceasarea ( Gesaria) , educated in England and emigrated to Canada in 1912. 
He was manager of Babayan's Rug Ltd. As the largest donor to the Church Building 
Fund, Mr. Benlian became the Godfather during the Consecration of the Church in 
1953 . He passed away in Toronto in 1960 leaving a bequest to the Holy Trinity 
Armenian Church. He is survived by his wife, Mrs. Eileen Benlian and his sister, Mrs. 
Perouz Babayan. 



MRS. PEROUZ BABA Y AN 

born in Ceasarea (Gesaria) and educated in England. She moved to Canada with her 
marriage to the late Levon Babayan of Toronto, founder and president of the Babayan 
Rug Company. Since her husband's death in 1951 , she has been president of the rug 
company. Because of the continued active interest and benefactions of the Babayans 
toward the Armenian Church and people of Toronto, Mrs. Perouz Babayan has been 
considered the honourary president of the Toronto Armenians. 



BUILDING COMMITTEE & PARISH COUNCIL 1953 

LADIES' AUXILIARY 
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 1953 



PARISH COUNCIL 1973 

DIOCESAN 
DELEGATES 

1973 

• 



SUNDAY SCHOOL STAFF 1973 

LADIES' AUXILIARY 1973 



ARMENIAN SCHOOL EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 1973 

ARMENIAN SCHOOL STAFF 1973 



SENIOR CHOIR 1973 (partial) 

JUNIOR CHOIR 1973 



"NOR SEROUNT" MAGAZINE STAFF 1973 

• 

ACYOA 1973 



FOLK DANCE GROUP COMMITTEE 1973 



J 

FLASHBACK 

Holy Trinity Armenian Church is twenty 
years old today. As if it were only yesterday 
that His Eminence Archbishop Tiran NER­

SOYAN, the Primate, assisted by the Very 

Rev. Torkom Manoogian and Rev. Khoren 
Mamigonian officiated at the Consecration 
services for the new edifice. It was Sunday, 

December 6, 1953. It was an ordinary Sun­
day by all other accounts. However, for the 

two hundred Armenians of Toronto, it was 

a special day of joy with the fulfillment of an 

impossible dream. 

The Armenians of Toronto at the time 
had congregated in the Queen City as a direct 

result of the political upheavals in their 

Fatherland. Many had come to Toronto as 

young orphans having lost their parents in 

the Armenian holocaust of World War I. 
They had a common heritage in their Church, 
their language and their six centuries long 
political oppression. 

They were free at last on Canadian soil. 
They were free to practice or abandon the 

faith of their forefathers. They were free to 

cherish or ignore the culture of their ances­

tors. They were free to congregate with their 
own kith and kin or go their own separate 

ways as full fledged citizens of a vast new 
country. Therein lay the challenge. 

The indomitable spirit of the ancient 

Armenian people met that challenge head on. 

The Armenians of Toronto in the great 
majority held fast to the heritage that was 
bequethed to them by the blood and sweat of 

their predecessors. After dreaming and hoping 
for two decades and labouring furiously for 

three years, they had finally put together a 
Church and Community Centre. Financial 

and moral support came from afar. Former 
Toronto Armenians send in help. Neighbour­
ing town Armenians extended a helping hand. 

Leaders of the parish even solicited funds 

from their non-Armenian friends, all for a 

good cause. 

The small size of the community and the 

relatively large mortgage spurred everyone to 

selfless work. The Church and its hall be­

came a second home to most. As the years 
were to go by and Armenian immigration to 

Canada was to rise, the new Armenian centre 

became a home away from home, a place to 

meet old and new friends. 

In 1956 a large scale immigration began 

from Constantinople as a result of the Cyprus 
Independence issue making life less than 

stable in Turkey. 

By early 1960s another wave of immigra­

tion began from Egypt as a result of the 

economic and social changes in the country. 
For similar reasons Armenian immigration is 
on the rise today from Syria and Labanon. 

What began as a community of 200 souls 
back in 1953, today it counts 4000 to 5000 

Armenians in its bosom. Holy Trinity Ar­

menian Church and its new auditorium of 
1963 as well as its original auditorium of 
1953 became a meeting place for older resi-

• 



dents as well as newcomers. People mingled 

together, prayed together and pooling their 

God given resources together produced a 

dynamic cultural and social life in the Parish; 

in the process transforming an English-speak­

ing Parish to an Armenian-speaking com­

munity full of talent and vigour. 

The older members of the community laid 

a solid foundation on which the new mem­

bers added the superstructure and embellished 

the entire parish life. 

We have come a long way in twenty years. 

Let us sit back and review our accomplish­

ments in the service of God and our fellow­

men. Where do we go from here as Toronto 

Armenians? 

MILESTONES 

1953 . .... .... .... .. ... .... .... ....... . Consecration of the first and only Armenian Apostolic Church in 

Toronto. 

1960 .. ................. .... ........ ... . Catholicos Of All Armenians, His Holiness Vasken 1 visits Toronto 

parish . 

1961 ......... .. .. . 

1963 .. 

???? 

. . . . The Church gets its first permanent pastor 

(Very Rev. Jirayr Tashjian) 

.. . .. . New Church Auditorium completed. 

...... ... .. .. .. ....... A Larger Church and Auditorium. 



DIOCESAN DELEGATES 

1952-1956 

Kevork Semerjian 

1956-1960 

Kevork Semerjian 
Setrak Adourian 

1960-1964 

Kevork Semerjian 
Barkev Khojajian 

1964-1968 

Yeznig Boyajian 
Hagop Tossounian 

1968-1972 

Arto Cavouk 
Haig Selian 

Jirayr Pederian 

1972-1976 

Setrak Adourian 
Ardashes Sarian 

Hrant Souin 

1953 

Kevork Semerjian 

PARISH 

COUNCIL 

MEMBERS 

Hagop Sou in .. . .............. ...... . 
Setrak Adourian .......... .................. . 
Hagop Shishmanian 
Mary Po lad ian ........................... .. 
Krikor Kasparian ........ .. ...... . 

Chairma11 
Vice-Chairman 

.. .. .. Secretary 
.... .. Treasurer 

Advisor 
.. ... Advisor 
.... Advisor Mampre Shirinian 

Dikran Ounjian .. .. ........... .. ... ... Advisor 

1954 
Kevork Semerjian 
Hagop Sou in ................ . 
Setrak Adourian ............. .. 
Hagop Shishmanian ........... .. 
Mary Pol ad ian ................ . .. 
Krikor Kasparian 
Mampre Shirinian 
Dikran Ounjian ....... 

1955 
Krikor Kasparian . . ... .. .. .. .... . 
Krikor Elmasian .. .... ... .. .. .. 
Setrak Adourian 
Hagop Shishmanian ..... .. .. ... ..... . 
Vahe Oundjian .. .... ....... .. 
Dikran Ounjian 
Mary Poladian 

Chairman 
Vice-Chairman 

Secretary 
Treasurer 

Advisor 
Advisor 
Advisor 

.. .... Advisor 

.. Chairman 
Vice-Chairman 

... Secretary 
......... Treasurer 

... Advisor 
.. . Advisor 

Advisor 

• 



1956 
Krikor Kasparian ... 
Setrak Adourian 
Hagop Shishmanian .. 
Barkev Khojajian .. 
Krikor Elmasian 
Vahe Oundjian 
Mary Poladian 

1957 
Krikor Elmasian 
Setrak Adourian 
Vahe Oundjian 
Mary Po lad ian ... . 
Dikran Ounjian ... . . 
Zaven Mesrobian 
Barkev Khojajian 

1958 

........ Chairman 
Secretary 
Treasurer 

Advisor 
Advisor 
Advisor 
Advisor 

Chairman 
Secretary 
Treasurer 

Advisor 
Advisor 
Advisor 
Advisor 

Krikor Elm asian .......... Chairman 
Setrak Adourian . Secretary 
Vahe Oundjian Treasurer 
Barkev Khojajian Advisor 
Mary Poladian . Advisor 
Zaven Mesrobian ................ Advisor 
Dikran Ounjian ............ ..... ..... ........... .... . Advisor 
Ashod Candan ......... .. ............... Advisor 
Dr. Ara Keresteci ... ........ .. .......... .. ..... Advisor 

1959 
Krikor Elmasian .. ............ . Chairman 

Vice-Chairman Zaven Mesrobian ............ .. .......... . 
Setrak Adourian .. . 
Vahe Oundjian .......................... .. 
Barkev Khojajian 
Mary Poladian 
Ashod Candan ................ .. 
Juliette Papazian 
Dikran Shishmanian 
Arto Arzouian . 
Kevork Semerjian ... 

1960 
Krikor Elmasian 
Zaven Mesrobian 
Setrak Adourian 
Vahe Oundjian .... ............ . 
Diran Papazian 
Barkev Khojajian ................. .. 
Mary Poladian . 
George Baronian 
Arto Arzouian 
Dikran Shishmanian 
Juliette Papazian 

Secretary 
. ........ Treasurer 

Advisor 
Advisor 

... Advisor 
.............. Advisor 

Advisor 
.. .... Advisor 
.. .... Advisor 

Chairman 
Vice-Chairman 

Secretary 
Treasurer 

Advisor 
Advisor 
Advisor 
Advisor 

.... . Advisor 
.. .. Advisor 
... Advisor 

1961 
Arlo Arzouian Chairman 
Setrak Adourian Secretary 
Vahe Oundjian ............... Treasurer 
Hagop Tossounian ................ Advisor 
Dikran Ounjian ..... ........................... .. Advisor 
Zaven Mesrobian .... .... .................. Advisor 
Mary Poladian .... ................ ......... ...... Advisor 
Diran Papazian ..... ... ......... . ..................... Advisor 
George Baronian ...... .. .. .. Advisor 
Krikor E lmasian .... .. .......................... .. .. Advisor 
Barkev Khojajian .............................. . Advisor 

1962 
Arlo Arzouian ............................ ... Chairman 
Selrak Adourian ......... .. ...... ... . Secretary 
Vahe Oundjian .. ................... Treasurer 
Hagop Tossounian ......... ... .......... .. ....... Advisor 
Zaven Mesrobian ............ .. .................... Advisor 
Mary Poladian .... ....... ...... .. . .. .... Advisor 
Diran Papazian .................................. Advisor 
Mardig Papazian ........................ Advisor 
Berj Luledjiao ...... .. .. Advisor 
Dikran Ounjian ... Advisor 
Krikor Elmasian ..................... Advisor 

1963 
Arto Arzouian 
Selrak Adourian 
Vahe Oundjian .. 
Zaven Mesrobian 
Hagop Tossounian 

.. ...................... Chairman 
..... Secretary 

.. ................. Treasurer 
Advisor 

Harry Artinian .. . ............... .. 
Advisor 
Advisor 
Advisor 
Advisor 

Dikran Ounjian ...... .... ...... .. 
Mary Poladian 
Diran Papazian 
Berj Luledjian 
Mardig Papazian 

. 1964 

Advisor 
Advisor 
Advisor 

Zaven Mesrobian ...................... .. Chairman 
Vice-Chairman 

Secretary 
.......................... Treasurer 

Advisor 
...... Advisor 

....... Advisor 

Hagop Tossounian 
Setrak Adourian 
Harry Artinian .... 
Hrant Souin . 
Boghos Maissian 
Bedros Tchilinguirian 



r 
I 

1965 
Hagop Tossounian . 
Barkev Kbojajian 
Harry Artinian 
Nubar Karadjian .......................... ... .. 

... Chairman 
Secretary 
Treasurer 

.. .. Advisor 

.... Advisor 
..... A dv isor 

Bedros Kokorian 
Hrant Souin 
Boghos Maissian 

1966 

Advisor 

Onnig Dzalian 
Hrant Souin . 
Hagop Tossounian 
H arry Artinian 
G aro Deirmendjian . 

....................... .. .. .. Chairman 
Vice-Chairman 

.......... Secretary 
Treasurer 

.. ...... Advisor 
J irair Pederian .. .......... .. 
Haig Selian ...................... . 

1967 
Haig Selian ...................... .. 
I irayr Pederian .... .. 
Garo Deirmendjian ...... .. 
H arry Artinian ....... . 
Ben ny Ampagoumian 
Arto Gulian .................. . 
Bedros Tchilinguirian 

1968 
Haig Selian 
Victor Catchick 
Jirayr Yeretsian .............. . 
Harry Artinian 
Edmond Artin 
Arto Gulian . 
G aro Kavoukian 
J irayr Pederian . .. ................. . 
Bedros Tchilinguirian 

1969 
Garo Kavoukian 
Hachy Horasan . 

.. .. Advisor 
Advisor 

....... Chairman 
V ice-Chairman 

. .............. .. Secretary 
Treasurer 

Advisor 
Advisor 
Advisor 

Chairman 
Vice-Chairman 

Secretary 
Treasurer 

Advisor 
Advisor 

.. .. Advisor 
Advisor 
Advisor 

Chairman 
Vice-Chairman 

Secretary Jirayr Yeretsian 
Takvor Bodourian 
Leo Kbosrovian 

................................ Treasurer 
Advisor 

Harry Artinian .............. .. 
Jirayr Pederian 
Ardashes Sarian 
Jirayr Soultanian 

Advisor 
Advisor 

... . Advisor 
Advisor 

1970 
Hachy Horasan 
Jirayr Soultanian 
Jirayr Yeretsian 
Ardashes Sari an ................ . 
Takvor Bodourian ............... . 

Chairman 
..... Vice-Chairman 

. Secretary 
Treasurer 

.. .. .. .. Advisor 
Norayr Kassabian 
Harry Ampagoumian 
Alexan Baltayan 

........................ Advisor 
Advisor 
Advisor 

Leo Khosrovian 

1971 
Barkev Khojajian 
Edward Dovlet 
Jirayr Yerelsian . 
Harry Artinian . 
Leo Khosrovian ..................... .. 
Norayr Kassab ian .............. .. 
Stepan Semerdjian ...................... . 
Harry Ampagoumian ............... . 
Alexan Baltayan ..................... .. 

1972 
Barkev Khojajian 

.... ..... Advisor 

.... Chairman 
V ice-Chairman 

.. ..... Secretary 
Treasurer 

Advisor 
Advisor 

.. . A dvisor 
Advisor 
Advisor 

.. Chairman 
Edwa rd Dovlet .. Vice-Chairman 
Armen Kurkjian ... Secretary 
Stepan Semerdjian Treasurer 
Harry Arlin ian . .... ....... Advisor 
Alexan Baltayan . .. .. .... .. .. ... . Advisor 
Harry Ampagoumian Advisor 
Leo Khosrovian . . .. .. .. .. .. . .. .. .. .. .. .. Advisor 
Bedros Kokorian ................................ .. .... .. .. Advisor 

1973 
Barkev Khojajian ........... .. ... .. 
Arm en Kurkjian ............... .... . 
Harry Ampagoumian 
Levon Yazejian 
Bedros Kokorian 
John Kalaidjian 

Chairman 
Vice-Chairman 

. Secretary 
Treasurer 

.... Advisor 
....... Advisor 

Jirayr Papazian ....................... ..... .......... ... .. .. Advisor 
Alexan Baltayan .... .. .. .... .. .. .. .. Advisor 
Antranig Tahmizian Advisor 



MENU 

R elish Tray 

Chicken Noodle Soup 

Tossed Green Salad 

R ock Cornish Game Hen 

Saffron Rice 

Parisienne Potatoes 

Cauliflower Mornay 

Rolls & Butter 

Napoleon Slice 

Coffee or Tea 



PROGRAMME 

NATIONAL ANTHEM 
Araxie Kassarjian 

INVOCATION 
His Eminence Archbishop Torkom Manoogian 

WELCOME 

VOCAL SELECTIONS . 

THE PAST . 

RECITATION 

CHORAL SELECTIONS 

REMINISCENCES .. 

BARKEV KHOJAJIAN 
Master of Ceremonies 

.. Armen Kurkjian 
Vice-Chairman, Parish Council 

... Lena Tashjian 
Araxie Kassarjian , accompanist 

......... 00 0 .. . .. 0 .. . .... 0 •••• Setrak Adourian 

. ...... Suzy Alexanian 

VOCAL SELECTIONS . 0 •• 0 •••• •• •••••• •• •••••••• 0 

....... ...... Church Senior Choir 

Perouz Babayan 

........ . Zarmineh Yeretsian 
Araxie Kassarjian, accompanist 

ARMENIAN FOLK DANCES . Church Folk Dance Group 

ADDRESS 

HIS EMINENCE ARCHBISHOP TORKOM MANOOGIAN 

Primate of the Armenian Apostolic Church 
of North America 

BENEDICTION 

• 



/ 

A TORONTO ARMEN 



• 

AN PICNIC 1949 





Church Dream FuHilled 

Holy Trinity Armenian Church ready for opening and dedication Sunday. 

'hle&rl\m 
CARL BENLIAN REV. KHOREN MAMIGONIAN 

"Godfather" largest donor In charge of new church 

Holy Trinity Armenian Canon Frank added that they 
Church, 14 Woodlawn ave. w., deserve a great deal of credit, 
will" · be opened and dedicated because although they are few 
Sunday, fulfilling the 25-year- -about 65 families-they have 
old dream of the Armenian succeeded in preserving their 
community in Toronto. own form of worship. 

It was back in 1928 that the In recognition of the hos­
Armenians founded a congrega- pitality received over the years 
tion, but, being few in from Holy Trinity the Armenian 
number and without funds, Church is being named after it. 
were unable to build a church As the largest donor to the 
of their own. For two years building fund, tradition makes 
they worshipped at St. Stephen's Carl ,Benlian the "godfather" of 
Anglican Churcn and then the new church. 
Jnoved to the Church of the "We decided to call it Holy 
Holy Trinity, which was more Trinity for sentimental reasons 
central. There for the past 23 -the years we worshipped in 
years they have held their the downtown church",'' declared 
services in the chapel. Mr. Benlian. 

"We rejoice in the fact that The new church .will have a 
they now have their own church seating capacity of 150 in the 
aithough we will miss them," nave with acco.nmodation for 
said Rev Canon John C. 200 in the basement. The latter 
Frank. "We were very glad to will be used for Sunday school 
have them and always got along and mid-week activities. 
"fe'tJ happily together." His Grace Archbishop Tiran 

"Toronto Telegram" 
December 1953 

~------------------------
Norsoyan, primate of the Armen­
ian Church of North America, 
will officate at the dedication 
service Sunday morning assisted 
by the pastor, Rev. Khoren Mami­
gonian of St. Ca,tharines. Also 
present will be Rt. Rev. A. R. 
"Beverley, Bishop of Toronto, and 
Canon Frank, representing * 
the Church of England. 

l tA nd oioh Ma.cdonald 
J, EVON BABAYAN 

Fovnder ol rug company 

Once Refugee 
Started Firn1 
Of Rug Makers 

Levon Babayan. 76, founde r o! the 
Babaya n Oriental R1.1g Company, 
died today in Well esley HospHal. 

Mr. Babayan. who fled TurKish 
atrocities on the Armen ians in 
1896, and brought to Canada th~ art 
o! the Oriental rug-makers, had 
been ill for several months. 

In 1915 he Corm d the Canadian­
Arm eni an Reli ef Association, which 
co llected $1 ,000,000 :for the perse­
cuted Armenians. Am>ther o! his 
ente rpri ses was the bringing o! more 
than 100 Arm eniarl")'o uths to Canada. 

Travel was his hobby. He an­
nually visited Europe and the Near 
East. On one of these trips he mel 
and married the former Perouz 
Benlian, in London , Eng. 

Armenians, throughout t he world , 
consider his name synonymous with 
Canada. 

He was presiden t of Babayans. 
Ltd., and a director and life member 
of the Armenian General Benevolent 
Union. He was a member of the 
Empire Club. Ontario Jockey Club 
and the Masonic Order. 

As pres ident of the Holy Trinity 
Armenian Church of Toronto. he 
was knighted by the Catholics (head 
of the Armenian Church) for h is 
numerous philanthropic works. 

In 1926, after an extensive trip 
through Egypt, Mr. Babayan re­
turned with the mummy of a Royal 
Infant, from a tomb in the Valley 
or Kings. He presented it to the 
Royal Ontario Museum. 

The Babayan home, Armavir, In 
North York, :was well known for 
its collection of art. 

Funeral services will be held Fri-. 
day at 3.00 p .m. from Holy Trinity 
Anglican Church. 

"Toronto Telegram" 
June 1951 
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20TH ANNIVERSARY COMMITTEE 

This book is donated by Mrs. Perouz Babayan 



CITY HALL 
TORONTO, CANADA 


