Minutes of the First Annual Parish Assembly of the
HOLY CROSS ARMENIAN CHURCH
-nf Tovrento

;The first Annual Pavrish Assembly »f the Holy Crwss Armenian
Church was held on February 23, 1980 at 7:15 p.m. in the Auditorium
of Sir John A. MacDonald C. I., 2300 Pharmacy Ave. in Scarbovough,
Ontario. Presiding was the Vicar General »f Canada, Very Rev. Vazken
~ Keshishian. Rev. Father Housig Nishanian was present tan,

In the presence of 90 members the meeting was called to order by
the chairman »f the Parish Council, Dr. Vartan Aynaciyan and was
declared.official accordlng to artlcle #17 of the By-Laws of the
~Armenian Church of America (Eastern Diecese).

After the Vicar's pvayer the officers of the Assembly elected
by show »f hands were: Mr. Garo Khabayan, Chairman; Miss Ani Chubukjian,
Secretary; Mrs. Diana Hanimyan, Secretary.

Moved by M. Shahﬁazar, seconded by A. Kevametlian, that the
agenda be adopted as written. Motion carried unanimously.,

The Parish Council, the Hely Cross Armenian Day Schonl, the Ladies
Auxiliavy, the 1979 Flnanc1al and the Auditing Committee reports
were vead,

Mr. Bedroas Mouchian accused the Parish Council of acting diffeven-
ly since July 14, 1979, and net adhering with their initial bellefs,
andthat they were nat telling the whole truth abeut. what happened in
Etchmiadzin in March 1979. ‘He said "You have given opium to people .
to put them to sleep.,

Mrs. T. Kéuchguerian.answered saying that Mr. B. Mouchian was
nne »f the delegates whn had gone tn Etchmiadzin and he should vevry
well have known absut the de0151ons taken theve.

Dr. V. Aynaciyan quoted from the letter of April 2/79 #259 of -
the Supreme Patriarchal Council "It is the wish and the decisinsn of
his Holiness Vazken I, Cathelicns #f All Armenians, that the second
parish in Teoronto be vecognized by the Avrmenian Dincesan authorities
in New York vight away..." .

M. Armen Kurkjian asked Mr. B. Mouchian to apologlze for his
accusatinns »f the Parish Council and the Assembly.

Mr. B. Mouchian wanted to put this matter in the agenda.

Very. Rev. V4 Keshishian interrupted saying that fhe nrder of the
agenda has already been appraoved. \

The reports »f the Parish Cnouncil, of the Auxlllavy Bodies, ard
the 1980 pFOJeCted budget were approved unanlmously.'

/

The Chairman of the Assembly then asked the Chairman of the Nomina-,
ting Committee, Mz, Hovagim Oltaciyan, t» present the Nominating
Committee veport and cenduct the nominations with the Auditing Committee
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acearding to Article #14 Section B of the By-Laws. The Chairman of the
Noninating Committee declared that for the Parish Council the first
five members having the highest number »f votes would be elected for
two (2) years, and the following four for one year only,

The nuwmber of dues paying members at this point was 220.

The following were called as tellers:
Dr. Manuel Sakarya -
Mrs. T. Keuchguerdian .
Mrs., Madlen Oltaciyan
Miss Haswnig Aynac1yan
Mr. Gars Avakian
Mr. Vazken Kevametlian
Miss Ani Kerametlian
Mr. Hagnp Pandes

prs. %%X ng%rgﬂomfék01yan
The votes were cast in person and by secret ballnt.

Intermissisn for 30 minutes,

‘New Business:

l.~- To be able ton present modifications of some articles »f the

By~-Laws t» the Diocesan Assembly, Mr. Armen Kurkjian, on behalf of

the Parish Council presented these articles with thelr modified forms
to the Parish Assembly (Avticle 1k, Section L).

Article #13.- eeoes Annual or Spec1al Parish Assemblies shall
be called by the Parish Priest, »r by the Chairman of the Parish Council,
oY by the officers »f the Annual Assembly as the case may be after
consultation w1th the Parish Council.

Lrticle # 14,Section A.- Tn elect offlcers of the Annual Parish
Assenmbly from a slate to be determined by the Parish Assembly. These
shall heold »nffice until the following Annual Assembly when their
successars shall be elected.

v Article 715.e Spnc1a1 PaFlSh Asscriblies may be held also upon
. the written request of at least one-third »f the total membership or
 fifty nembers of the Parish, whichever is the lesser. The request
i should be addressed to the Parish Priest or teo the Chaivrman of the
Parish Council o to the officers of the Annual Assembly, as the
case may be.

Article # 17.- The above mentioned decisions shall be made by
secret ballet, :

7

Avticle #18.- The Annual Pavish Assembly shall elect a chairman
and twh secretaries by plurality »f the members present and voting.
Special Assemblies alss shall be conducted by the officers of the
Annual Pavish Assenbly. The -officersnf the Parlgh Assembly cannot be
a menber »f or a candidate for the Pavish Coun01l :

The modifications wevre approved unanimously.
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 2e= Mr. Jivayr Hanimyan‘meed that the Holy Cross Avrmenian Chuch
Parish Assembly should adept a statement that they were in favour of
the establishment of a separate dirncese in Canada.

The Vicar, Very Rev. V. Keshishian said that he was talking %o
the Pvlmatc, Hls -Grace, Arch. T. Manoogian, on the phone the night
befnrre and thgt the Primate said that he had just sent a letter with
regards to the separation of the Canadian Dlocese to His Heoliness
Vazken I, Cafh”llCDS ~f A1l Avrmenians. ' '

Mr, J. Hanimyanfs motion was seconded by Mr. G. Avekian and carvie
unanimously that such a statement was absnlutely necessary.

3e~ M. Berj Kirmizian moved that buying of some land o1 buying
a property for church building purposes be cons1dered The motion was
seconded by Mr. L. Comlekciyan.

Mwr, A, Yurxglan said that the Parish Assembly should give full
power ©o the Parish Council to start its legal formalities of looking
for the possibilities »f such an endeavour.

Moved by Mr. J. Torikian and seconded by Dr. N. Ceylanli that the
Pavrish Assembly give authority %o uhe Parish .Council in ‘this matter.
Motion carrled uhanlmously.

4 Lo~ Mr., D, Varjabedian wanted to know why the members of the Folk
Dance Group who were waorking with the Gomidas Musical Assnc. later
‘decided tn join the Massis Cultural Committee »f the Holy Cross Arm.
Church. He questloned whether the motion of inviting the Folk Dance
Group teo join the Massis Cultural Committee has passed from the Parish
Council meeting. . _ ‘ ~

r. V. Ayvanciyan -clearified saying that such a motion has passed
 during the January 21, 1980 meetlng.

AfTter lengthy discussinons Miss Nadin Vosganian said that the Dance
Group did n»ot want to Jjoin any ~rganization and wanted to be independent
and %hat the proceeds of their first performance would go» to the Holy-
Cross Armenian Day Schonl,

The Chairman »f the Assembly, Mr. Gare Khabayan, asked the Vicar to
give his closing remarks before the votes were all counted.

The Vicar, Very Rev. V. Keshishian announced that the Primate,
Avch. T. Manooglan had just appointed Father Housig Nishanian as
lepst nf the Holy Croass Armenian Church of Toronto.

The countlng nf the votes were ended at 1l:45 a.is The candidates
declared elected were:

Parish Council: ( First nind elected)

1.~ Dr. Vartan Aynaciyan..eececeeceeeeecsess 196, votes
2."' DI‘. Vahe Sivaciyan....................... 188 n
3o~ [M1r. Antranik ZakaridNeeeceececesceseseceses 183 n
Lo~ Mr. Armen Kurkjlan....eeeeeecceeccessss 173 "
5.~ Dr. Vatche KerametliNeeoeoeoeoscoosoes %éA "
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Parish Council: (cont.)

6.~ Mr., Levon ComlekciyaNe.eeeeeeeeesesss 160 votes
7e= Mr. John Fenerjian..cecccececccscessee 153 "
8.~ Mr. Ghevont ShahmelikiaNeeeeeesosvoses 14O w
9.~ Mrs. Shake Shahnazareeeececcccsscceoss 138 n

10.- Mr. Garbis ToumaYaNeeseeeescseeesssI7 VOtes
.llw~ MP. Onnik TOPOSSian........-....o- 79 A"
12,~ Mr. David Varjabedi@Neceeesceeoees 54 M-
13+~ Mr, Hovsep Cangul.cececssecvcecccess L7 M

Dincesan Delegates: (First four elected)

I.- Dr. Vartan AynaciyaNeeceeccecceccccecoes 189 Votes
2, Mr, Souren EVIaN.ececesececccesescessco L73 M
3.~ Mr., Gare KhabayaNeseeeeeoseooseccsocoo 140 M
4.—-%?.‘Jirayv Hanimyaneeseesoseeeccscscos 127 n

5.~ Dr.Vahe Slva01yan.................104 votes
6.~ Mr, Bedros MouchiaNeeeeecocooccnces 7] n
7e= Mr. David VarjabedidNeeeccesosecsses 38 n

Nominating Committee: (First five elected)

lo- Mr. Magar KUZUYaNeeeseceecasoecccscssceases 179 votes
2.- MP Hovaglm OltaClyanoooo.oaoooooooooooo 170

o~ Miss Zepul" AZalVaNececesecesccsscssescess L70 n
lg:‘io"‘ MI“. Vahe BedY‘OSSlan.............-....... 163 n
5“ MP MouShegh Shahnazaroooo.ooooooo’ooooo 153 n

6‘05"' MI?. Vahr‘am CiCekCido O ® ¢ 606 6 090 00 0900 063 ' Votes
7'e- M., Hrant HancheriaNeceeocseeseeeecel5 W

Auditing Committee: (First three elected)

1% Dr. Norayr Ceylanlicieceeescesessseeessessl79 votes
2.- I'Ir. Vahe Kel"’ametliano..._@..O.....Q...‘.'l5l+ ,'
30-‘MP. Harutuin Sahakian................o..lhh i

Ll—."" MI". Hag’)p Nar‘...............-...-....75 VOteS
5.- Mr. Vahan MosradiaNeececesecscessessd?7 W

These who have received the next{ highest number of votes in the
same election would be alternates in the order of their plurality.

The meeting was adjourned at 2:00 a.m, by the Vicar's prayer.

ini Chubukjian
Secretary 4

< (\jch s »Vv\

Garo Khabayan
- Chairman
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Diana Hanimyan:
Secretary



