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Re: Holy Cross Armenian Church .. -.::/ 

· · .. ·. Diocese of the Armenian.~-' : .. ::: 1\/~. 

. . . ;· : ' :. ·~· 

Dear ~sS di~e~:f:i Church Of America , ; ', '~\\ 
:· ·~.·: ~.-~. . . .· .. ~:.i.~~t 

Pleas~ :be ··advised that I am the general counsel for > ·. ·.-~;;;•.:·· 
the Diocese:.of 't:h_e Armenian Church of. America, a religious·:;; ;.;X;,~ .. · 
and charitable ~o,rporation~ . · . -~ . . .. :. ·.' .• :~::::~). 

Ms. Sy.r_. ·--~_'.~n '1>~1 v. etzia~, the ·Exe~~tive. ~irector of the · .. ··pJ} 
:";:~l 

Diocese, ha,s··:advise,d me of the telephone conversation had ·.' ... _::U_i_:. 

with you in ;the·.:·.~~ce!lt past concerning the question of . ·. . · .. (:.;.: 
"Diocesan due.s'': .. :r:aised by the. parish of the Holy Cross . ·)_:. 
Armenian Chur_ch~ pf. Dmmcvicw, · Ontario,. in its letter to the .<:,}, 
Department. dat~.d · ~:ugust 20, 1980 .. \ · · . ·. · >!,';:;: 

'£he phrase ::- ."Diocesan." dues" - fa a· misnomer. The ·: .. ;~··:'~ 
correct terminology is 11Diocesan Assessment''. The misnomer, .~:-~:/: 
apparently,· hat(~e:reated the problem in this matter. Dues . -/~r> 
implie.s. th~ ..• ll_l~;~,;..-right:~·tO ·:be· a. :m.ember .~.~-l1owcver, assessment;·.-.:.;~~~~; , · 
in our case,· me.ans the consideration. for services rendered . -:>::J..;· 

I and that minil!'.al ·support of members· required to maintain an ·:'-..~; 
institution.without which no members can survive. 

·;· . '~ •·' " 

..... .·~ .. '... ,. . .' . . . " .. .: } ' ' :. 

The Ariiien.1an: Church evolves from the historic 
of Christianity. py _the Armenian _state in 303 A.D. Armenia ... 
was the very_f_ir~.t:. s_tat_e to adopt Cpristianity c!!S a .national·; 
religion. > ,,. ;, :; · · ... • .. · · 

The Di()ee's',t''O£ the Armenian Church of America con~ists 
of all 9ur ·parishes and churches in .Horth. America with, the .. 
exception of thos.~- in the .state. of .. Califo~ia •. The parishes 
of our Dioces.e pa;rticipate in a variety of national programs 
l-lhich emanate from Diocesan headqua:r:ters. in New York City. · 

:· ,•; 
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The· Diocesan Ireadquarters, with a staff of··35 headed by the 
Primate, produces curriculum, teacher-training programs, 
educational materials, and staffing guidelines for all otir 
Armenian Schools ·and Church Schools throughout North America. · 
Senior and Junior Youth Directors design and coordinate . . . · 
youth activities - includ~ng retreats, workshops, youth 
magazines, trips abroad and summer camps:. Last year, al-
most every parish was visited by our Junior Youth Director 
in an attempt to organize their 13-17 year-olda on a local 
level... · · 

Clergy for all parishes are prepared and assigned 
'through the Diocesan headquarters and at the direction of. 
the Primate. A national Choir Association produces choraL 
material and .organizational guidelines for use in all . . . . 
·parishes. . Regiomif meetings throughout the Diocese and. an .'. 
Annual Assembly at which all parishes are represented are ... 
the means of communication and government which again involve.··· 
all churches. 

From time to t~e, the Diocesan Primate and ~embers of 
the Diocesan Council and staff visit .. each parish as a 
matter of .course and, in addition, upon the request of the 
parish. 

The supreme authority of the Diocese lies in the Diocesan'-'. 
Assembly which is composed of the Delegates from each parish. ·· .. 
It is this Assembly. which approves the annual Diocesan budget ·. 
and fixes the asses1sments of each parish. . . · 

The Diocese is responsible to the parishes and, when 
necessary, provides them t~ith financial assistance in addition . 
to the myriad of the above mentioned services and programs. 

The services and programs provided for local parishes 
. by the Diocesan officers are countless; they and the staff 
. needed to implement them naturally require the financial 

· ·- -~ <··.·-::'.·<~'~-=-~ · ·>·.,-~,,support:· of· t'lle~ entire .. :Diocesan· membership.-,:. ··-·~·-·· · · · · · .... ·.:: ...... ~<··· · ; .. ':~;• :.,,.~,,_;:.;: ;_: .. <, .. · 

Parishes are organized only by the Diocese. Their 
churches are consecrated only by the authority of the Diocesan· 
Primate. l~ithout the Diocese, there can be no parishes. 
Without parishes, the Armenian people would be deprived of 
religious and spiritual nourishment, and Armenian community 
life which revolves. around the church would not exist •. 

From the foregoing, it should be abundantly clear that 
the payment of assessments by the Holy Cross Armenian Church 
is not in the form of "dues" or~~_gf.ft or donation, but a 
consideration for·the many services-rendered to it by the Diocese •. 



' .... 

Please advise whether-, under the above related circumstances, the payment­
of such assessments by a Canadian parish is in compliance with the Canadian 
income taxt act. 

Yours sincerely, 

-. Ecfl.tard Chapiarr 

c.c. Archbishop Torkom ~1anoogian, Primate 
Diocese of the Armenian Church of America 


