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· PIAN 'AND 'GUIDELINES FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT 
OF THE CANADIAN. DIOCFSE. 

The Prinate of the Eastern Diocese of the Arnenian Church 
of America and the Diocesan ·Council, with the ratification of His 

. Holiness Catholicos Vazken I, have decided that a separate Diocese 
be established in Canada under the spiritual authority of Holy 
Etchmiadzin. 

The following steps will be taken to implenent the al:x>ve 
decision: 

1. There shall be .invited to a Consultative Meeting to be presided 
over ·by the Primate of the Eastern Diocese or by a Vicar to be 
appointed by the Primate of the Eastern Diocese, the following 
J;epresentatives of our seven corrmunities in Canada: 

·;,;;,_ ..... ' ,;. 

a) Re\7&end Clergy 

. b) Present Dibcesan Assembly Delegates 

c) Chairman (only) of Parish Counci.ls 

d) Those camrrnmities which do not have a Diocesan Assembly 
Delegate will be instructed to elect one .individual to 

. represent their commmity as a Delegate and to bec:orre a 
xnerrher of the Corrmittee. 

COMMUNITIES OF CANADA 

Delegate 
Chainnan Pastor Delegate to be elected. 'lbtal 

·1. Xvbntreal 1 1 4 0 6 

2. 'Ibronto 
(Holy Trinity) 1 1 4 0 6 

3. 'Ibronto (Holy Cross) 1 0 4 0 5 

4. St. Catharines 1. 1 1 0 3 

5. Vancouver 1 0 0 1 2 

6. Hamilton 1 0 1 0 2 

7. ottawa 1 0 0 1 .. 2 --
Totals 7 3 14 2 26 



•. ·- 2 -

2. The nembers of this Consultative Meeting will act in accordance 
with the instructions of the Prlirate of the ·Eastern Diocese and 
tne Diocesan Council. lmy and all undertakings of this body and of 
such cc::xqni.ttees as are formad by it; will be subject to the ratifi­
cation of the Primate of the Eastern Diocese and the Diocesan Council, 
whose decisionS ·shall be regarded as final. · 

3. At the Consultative Meeting the Primate of the Eastem Diocese 
will appoint an Ad Hoc Executive Body which will be comprised of; 
the following individuals: 

a) A clergyman representing 'the Primate of the Eastern 
Diocese as President of the Ad Hoc· Exeeutive Body; 

b) 'IWO priests; 

·c) A representative from each· of the seven eolmnmities. 
The representatives of each corrmuni.ty will decide which 
one person will be chosen to represent them as a member 
o~ the Ad Hoc Executive Body. The two clergymen will be 

· appointed by the Primate of the Eastern Diocese. · 

d) The Ad Hoc Executive Body will elect the following officials: 

i) Chairrran 

ii) · Vice-Chai.nran. 

_ iii) Secretary 

iv) Treasurer . 

4. The Eastern Diocesan Council will present to ~Consultative Meeting 
a draft of the Bylaws of. Canada, for their review, correction and 
arrendrrents. ' _, 

.5. At an official session of the Consultative .Meeting to be invited 
with the signatures of the President of the Ad Hoc Executive Body, 
its Chainnan and Secretary, the draft Bylaws for canada presented 
by the Prinate of the Eastern Diocese and Diocesan Council shall ~ 
considered article by article, and after ratification of it by najority 
vote, it will be returned to the Prlirate of the Eastem Diocese and 
Diocesan COuncil. · 

6. The Eastern Diocesan· COuncil will. review the· corrected Bylaws and · 
shall present them with its suggestions to His Holiness the catholicos 
of All Al:Iren.ians ·for ratification. · 

7. Each and every Canadian Parish will fulfill any and all financial 
Obligations to the Eastern Diocese. 

. - ~··--:-:--:-~--~····-'":··-=- ..... -~---~-... -.-. ~--
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8. 'lhe Prircate of the Eastem Diocese and Diocesan Council shall 1 

after receipt of the new Bylaws of the Diocese of Canada signed, 
sealed and ratified by His Holiness the catholicos, send tO the 
seven comnunities of the Diocese of Canada the instruction that 
a Special Parish Assembly be convened arid in accordance with ·the 
new Bylaws new delegates for the· Canadian Dici:::esan Assembly and 
new Parish Conncil members be elected. 

9. The Primate of the Eastem Diocese and Diocesan· Council after 
ratifying the elections of the Special Parish Assemblies 1 will 
ascertain the date, place and agenda of .the first Canadian 
Diocesan Assembly to be convened. Invitations will be sent 
bearing the signature of the Prircate of the Eastem Diocese to 
those individuals having the right to participate in the first 
Diocesan Assembly of the Diocese of Canada. 

10. The first Diocesan Assembly of the Diocese of Canada will elect 
a Diocesan Council, Diocesan Primate and such other corrnrl.ttees as 
are dictated by the Bylaws and further the first Diocesan as~embly 

. of the Canadian Diocese will authorize the Canadian Diocesan 
Council to incorporate the Diocese of the ·Arlrenian· Church of Canada 
with the Canadian authority as a corporation for the purposes set . 

. forth in the By-laws of the Diocese of the 1\nrenian Church of 
Canada •. 

11. . The Primate of the Eastem Diocese . shall send the resolutions 
'Z,:.i .. · ·and election results of the first Diocesan Assembly of the Diocese 

of Canada to his Holiness the catholicos. 

·subsequeilt to the approval of· His Holiness the catholicos. the 
Pr.i.Iiate of the Eastem Diocese shall officially transfer the office 

. of Primate and Diocesan Council to the new Canadian Primate and 
Diocesan Council. 

12. Tl:J.e Diocese of the AnlEn.ian· Church of. Canada shall be and renai.Il 
· subject to the Supre:rre Ecclesiastical jurisdiction of the catholicos­
Patriarch of All Arrrenians at Holy Etchmiadzin; 

NOI'E: 

No present parish in Canada is deemed t~ be released from the 
Eastem Diocese until each of, the following events: 

A. Adoption by the Canadian Assembly of the proposed Canadian 
Bylaws; 

B. 'lhe formal incorporation and authorization by the ecinadian 
Gove:J::nireilt for the formation of .a Canadian Diocese under 
the authority of His Holiness· Vazken I in Etchrniadzin for 
the purposes set forth in the Bylaws of the ~an Church 
of Canada; · · 
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c. All assessrrents and f:inancial obligations of the 
Canadian parishes has been fulfilled to the Eastern 
Diocese. · · · 

Date , Toronto, Canada 
------------------------------~-

. Agreed and assented to: 

' 1) 5) 
Duly authorized Duly authorized 

"\ 
' 

Parish· Parish 

2) 6) 
Duly author~zed Duly' authorized 

Parish Parish 

. ·:., .. .;.•.·· .... 

3) 7) 
Duly authorized Duly authorized 

Par~sh Parish 

4) 8) 
Duly authorized Duly authorized 

Parish Pres~dent Ad Hoc Corrmittee 

9) 
Duly· authorized 

ChaJ.r.['(Bil Eastem Dl.CX::ese 

. 


